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PREFACE. 


IS  it  was  the  kind  Reception  which 
\  the  Publick  was  pleafed  to  give  to 
I  a  Part  of  this  Work  when  it  ap» 
pcarcd  in  the  Museum,  that  oc- 
I  cajioned  the  rendering  it  complete, 
and  publiihing  it  in  its  prcfent 
Form,  the  bare  mentioning  of  this  might  fcem  tQ 
anfwer  the  proper  Intention  of  a  Preface,  and 
leave  both  the  Reader  and  the  Author  at  Liberty 
to  proceed  without  any  farther  Ceremony.  But 
in  Performances  of  this  Nature,  where  tlic  Subjefft 
under  Consideration  is  fo  &r  from  being  cither 
conftant  or  fixed,  that  it  is  in  a  continual  State  of 
Alteration,  it  may  be  e^ly  conceived  tliat  many 
.Things  happen,  even  while  the  Piece  is  in  the 
Prefs,  of  which  it  may  become  neceflary  to  fay 
Something,  that  the  Publick  may  not  attribute 
to  Negligence  and  Want  of  Attention,  what 
were  really  the  Effei^s  of  quite  atioOMX  C-ajaSc. 
The  Difficulties  that  naturaWy  occvxi  "m.  ^^^£x«^^^ 
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ng  a  T'ti(k,llkc  this,  may  give  Occafinn  toFanll 
niough  to  evcrcifc  the  Indulgence  ot  the  Pcrufei 
without  relying'upon  his  Tendcrncfs  to  igxcut 
fuch  as  are  involuntary  and  unavoidable,  and  ic 
which  thercforc  no  Author  is  liable  to  a  ftiiv! 
Account. 

The  Profpe<?l  l>egjn8  at  prcfent  to  clear  up  i 
the  Norths  which  at  the  Tin^c  the  enfuing  Sheei 
were  Written,  was  extremely  cloudy,  and  there 
fore  to  fome  perhiips,  the  Conjeftures  offered  ti 
to  the  Confequenccs  of  a  War  breaking  out  then 
may  appear  improper ;  but  if  wc  confider,   tl^ 
even  at  prefent  wc  have  only  the  Promife  of  flii 
Weather,  and  that  it  is  not  at  all  impoflible  th 
Sky  may  be  again  overcaft,  they  will  fee  no  jul 
Caufe  to  be  difpleafcdi  Vl^th  wlut  is  faid  on  th2 
SubjcS,  fincc  after  all,  the  Iffue  of  Things   ma 
be  only  retarded,  and  there  is  nothing  abfurd  i 
fuppofing,  that  as  the  Humours  are  not  yet  ev 
cuated,  they  may  ft ili  ferment,  if  any  confide 
able  Alteration  fhould  happen  in  the  political  C 
mate  of  thofe  Countries.     Wc  might  indeed  h 
been  in  a  Condition  to  have  made  a  clearer  Ju 
ment  on  thefc  Matters,  if  the  Eleftlon  in  Cour 
had  taken  place  as  was  expected  ;  but  as  it 
not.  Things  ftill  remain  in  great  Perplexity. 
Time  alone  will  fliew  whether  cur   Notic 
reference  to  what  may  happen  among  the  No 
Powers,  be  well  or  ilt*^nded.     This  hr 
is  certain,  that  hitherto  there  has  nothinf 
out  which  in  the  leaft  contradicts  what  ^ 
laid  down. 

There  fcems  hitherto  to  be  no  great  P 
produced  in  Germany   by  the  Ncgociat 


£  V  )     . 

^aVc  been  carried  on  fince  the  Conclbfion  .of  thtf 
Peace  at  Aix  la  CkapelUi  and  tho'  there  ^9  great 
Expe(3ations  entertained  of  Events  that  are  (hort- 
ly  like  to  happen  in  the  Empire,  yet  there  js  not 
ihuch  Probability  of  their  contxadii3in|f ,  what  "wp 
have  ventured  to  advance}  neither  is  there  the  leafl: 
Svgn  at  prefent,  that  our  ConjeitureSj  astp  the;  re- 
viving thc.Pov^er,  and  incjtfcaApg  th^,  Inilf*^e.Qf 
the  Houfe  ofMuJiHa^  wer^^t^  fanguin^stapd  therii^ 
will  be  ihuch  left  Reafon  to  apprehend  a^py  thing 
of  this  kindi^if  the  Reporta;,  that  are  .^.t^refen^ 
current  oif  the  bringing  iipeedily  upon  th^  parpet 
the  Choice,  of  a  King  oi'%\i^  Jbjnans^  iho^iId.bQ 
verififsd  b^jtfce  Event*  Thisi  indeed  would  ,bc\jt 
great  Po4nt'^ined,aiijd... afford  very  rea^ni^ble 
Urounds  to  hope,  from  the  Uaanimity  requifitetcr 
accompliih  IE  Defiga  of .  thi^  Nature,  thofe  Feuds 
and  Jcaloufie^:  which  fo  ;lot)g  troubled,  the  Peapc 
of  the  Gtrtnanick  Body;  :arc  at  laft  happily  ex^ 
tinguifhed,  md  all  Parties  brought  to  fee  chat  their 
partictilar  Views  toay  be  beft  attained  by  a  mutual 
Concurrem^e  in  fuch  Meaiores  as  are  ncceifary  for 

die  puUidi  :<5oad.         . 

:  :We  hayftleft  that  Pwt  of  the  Work  w}>ic^  has 
fefpeft  to  fy'arife.vt\i^f)\jiX  Altcnationt.nptonly  be-^ 
caufe  it  h44-.alteady  received  the  Approb;ation  of 
the  Poblfck,  but  chiefly  on,  account-of  its  beii^ 
«rri£teh'doi&^  the  War,  tvjbygn  it  amid ,  not  be 
taken  amifeifbat  the  Hiftoty  of  thaf  Nation,  wai 
examiiicd  iwith  Ffeedot^,  .  What  we .  have  added 
n  fioax  thcbeft  Authorities,  Vire  cppld  poffiWy  ob- 
tain, and  we  have  chofe  rather  to  be  filent.on  cer- 
tain Points^  than  to  handle.  th(9i  inopropgi  ly,  or 
run  the  H^ttsA  of  predicting  whul  tv\«5 .  .tvR.w 
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come  to  pais.  The  Reader  wHl  not  thercforeuki 
it  amifs,  that  fome  Things  are  left  very  muOT  U 
his  Judgment,  iincc  at  the  fame  time  the  Mcam 
of  judgina;  are  put  into  his  Hands ;  fo  that  he  can- 
not foil  of  perceiving  whatever  human  Forefighl 
can  reach,  tho'  many  Reafons,  which  will  eafilj 
occur  to  him,  prevented  us  fometimes  from  being 
verye^vpiicit.  We  might  indeed,  have  mcntionec 
the  Affair  of  'Tabago,  but  looking  upon  it  as  a  Con* 
Icqueiice  of  the  War  that  could  not  fail  of  being 
fet  right  upon  our  Rejirefcntations,  we  did  noi 
think  it  ueceffiry,  and  we  find  this  Sentiment  juf- 
tified  by  the  Event. 

It  may  poflibly  be  thought  feme  Omiffion  in 
reference,  to  the  Affairs  of  i'/ii7m,  that  we  liave 
iiiid  nothing  of  fome  Ute  Difturbances  in  America-. 
but  the  Truth  is,  that  what  has  been  hitherto  re- 
ceived upon  that  Siilijecl  in  Europe^  or  at  leaf 
■^hat  has  reached  us,  is  fo  conftifai  and  indiflind 
that  we  thought   it  mii^ht  be  more  pardonable  ; 

Safs  it  by,  than  to  adviuicc  any  thing  on  the  A 
iprity  of  fuch  Rektions,  us  might  be  contrad' 
cd  before  what   we   borrowed  front  them  cc 
pofTibly  be  made  poblick  j   and  the  Unccrtai 
m  which  we  ftill  remain  upon  this  Head,  gi 
fis  no  great  Caufe  to  fear  that  our  Caution  ■ 
fiibjctit  us  to  Cenfure.     But  as  whatever  Df 
^crc  may  be,  in  reference  to  the  Nature  of 
Commotions,  yet  with  refpeft  to  the  realil 
j[be  rafts,  there  is  none  at  all ;  and  asit  is  veri 
iy,  tliat  the  Court   of  Madrid  has  at  thi 
Jun<5iure  lome  View?  in  Europe,  which  i 
not  be  .very  wfy  for  her  to  carry  into  Exe< 
'J^'WiU>*!brd  the  Britijb  MirjUlcf  anC 


fanity  of  quickening  his  Negociatioiis,  and  of 
concluding  a  Treaty  upon  io  much  better  Terms^ 
as  there  is  nothing  more  certain,  than  that  the 
Amity  of  Oreat  Britain  cannot  be  a  thbg  indif-* 
fercnt  to  the  Court  of  Spain^  with  rcfpc6t  cither 
to  the  Affairs  of  Europe^  or  the  Wejl-indits. 

It  Was  fbrefeen  by  all  the  intelligent  People  in 
different  Parts  of  Europe^  at  the  very  Time  of 
the  Concludon  of  the  lad  Peace,  that  it  would  be 
very  bx  from  proving  abfolutely  definitive  with 
refpedt  to  Italy ^  add- that,  th?  fettling  the  Royal 
Infimt  Don  Philips  would  be  produdive  of  frcfh 
DefignSj  inftead  of  putting  an  End  to.  tlie.  Gon^- 
cern  that  had  been  expreffcd,  for  procuring  him 
an  independent  Sovereignty  fuitable  to  .his  Birth^ 
and  to  the  Pretenfions  of  the  Queen  Oowage^ 
of  Spaihy  in?  Italjf ;  and  it  has  fincc  appeared^  that 
thefe  Apprehenfions  were  far  from  being  ill- 
grounded.  Yet  how  the  Defire  of  promoting, 
his  Interefi  Mrill  operate;  whether  in  the  way  of 
Negociation,  or  by  having  recourfe  again  to  Arms^ 
is  a  Matter  far  from-  Certainty  at  prcfent^  and  ye£ 
a  Thing  of  very  great  Importance^  in  rcfpeS  to 
t^hich,  if  ibme  oE  our  Conjedures  fhould  &il^ 
yet  there  is  but  too  nluch  reafon  to  believe,  that 
what  we  have  offered  upon  that  intricate  Subjedt, 
will  not  be  thought  impertinent,  or  of  little  Ufe 
for  many  Years  to  conWi  It  mufl  be  owned, 
that  caiiyaflirig  old-  Tkles,  and  fcarching  into  tho 
rife  of  plaufible  Pretenfions^  is  not  very  pleafant 
either  to  the  Writer,  or  the  Reader  >  but  who 
can  hdp  this,  if  it  be  neceflary,  or  who  can  deny 
that  it  is  expedient,  when  the  current  Tran* 
fadions  of  Eutopc  are  not  to  be  underftood,  witli- 
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£iUd  :il^pqot'hf  'libotc .wfho  havo. .coacotedi the 
meaqs  /Of  makiog /Tiidi^  obfeur*  CtMfl)»  a  cqIpw 

bodj^iiOnp^iKs :  trWMBgpeA  feo;  oicriow  what 
omffr^e  they  vnxikl  teust  have  ihou^  worthy 

ef  tlufrtW^rkinMre  !Cftaipleiii^;if jdbft-jAifiUirs<^the 

t^iV^4^i0rl!l(iiinr^4>MT!l^  their 

BiaiuifiKfi  pai&Jflirfpihttci^  and  .(thfti;  fMiUick 
TcmiqiiiiU^  #iEQdjCft)i%>Rilid;6a^»:  «rhKh  vre  have 

Ksioif /Jtp  fai^e  iyt>ft!.rikNil|)r;:bQrfbraneM.i»!bQut  i 
bill  lHMl,ffi»fwastQdi>  ttttK^erf  .Afti^  could:  have 
beeojvdnaimRj^to  ^tpt^fttTw'Cs^  jk;i&  very 

dottbtfi^J^Jum  tfatf  Woffk  <:qii14  have  been  pub- 
liihedti'iAAitaB^  mo  teYe^nqfoni^beHexflfe  that  we 
have  tfCiQieiiled  ia.fome^Mfaftne  upoik'.'thA:  World's 
patjeofxv!  aod>U)ti^i<m» -laflhiK  ehaftfla4pi  all  we 
ConI4f  l|laItMpo|tr»^^1Mlgr>'looger*^1QO  ihe  vain 

HQpe$>fl|r.do}Qg  .«li^  tkM  JtreiiOiiglbi-jteiab.  It  is 

certti%  j^a^  tb^'f^oofM^n  of  the)  Toeaty  of 
iSrWi^'j|»i:.Q|iiQioit:iR^ftK^  that 

the-  Flif^  9il 'Smfp()Jmi^!^0eSM&y  «ft»bliihed  » 
yet^it-JTM  setilori^/^brtfiMeiiMP  'Lp?4is  of  Tnuv- 
quility  liHMd  jM^.J&E^»A«ti<»s  defbited.  What 
haiibMf&  m$y  kfCuh^ovm^'kiAotd  ifoUow  that 
itflwl%ijb^f^.y4ti!^9Kk'fi(>W'a.|wetty  ftrong 
Appearance,  that  either  aew  Negociations  iniiJi 
be  coiid)i£tai4(i.a  haapyxXSoPi^  iMCilbifh'Dirpiftcs 
break  .^etiirbiSrc  ajnr^ii^gf^et  ao\jbe  wtain- 
ed. '::h^  i8l4ftvthei?(K>{r43i:Q«cc^wiy "that  the  Caufea 
ofidl.^  MittBUuii^  jBld'j^Ci3lllci«H^ 
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tie  explatnedi  and  this  we  have  laboured  to  the 
vtmoft.  Time  will  flicw  with  what  EffeA. 

That  a  Work  of  this  Kind  was  very  far  front 
being  unrieCefTary,  will  appear  fufficiently  to  all 
who  have  penifed  and  confidered  the  Treatifes  of 
the  fame  Nature,  formerly  written  by  the  Duke  of 
RobaHj  Mr.  Bethd^  Baron  Fuffendcrfy  ^xA  the. 
Works  of  fuch  as  have  rcpubliflied,  continued,  or 
augmented  thefe  Pieces  in  HoRdnd^y  and  w6*  hope, 
it  will  fufficiently  appear^  that  we  have  made  fi 
proper  Ufe  of  their  Performances,  without  tran- 
fcribing  them,  which,  to  lay  the  Truth,  was  im« 
poflible,  coniidering  that  the  following  Sheets  have 
been  drawn  up  upon  quite  another  Plan,  without 
any  Biafe  in  favour  of  a  particular  Syfteni,  or  the 
leaft  View  of  recommending  it  to  the  Favour  of 
any  Party,  the  Satis&dtion  of  the  Publick  being 
our  fole  Aim,  as  the  Protection  of  the  Publick  is 
that  upon  which  we  only  depend.  This  per* 
haps  might  have  been  in  fome  Meafure  befpoken 
by  a  large  Difplay  of  Authorities,  and  the  Fadts 
contained  therein  might  have  been  fupported  by  a 
pompous  Train  of  Citations;  but  as  we  have  dealt 
very  litde  in  fecret  Hiflory,  and  have  founded  moft 
of  our  Obfervations  up6n  Tranfadtions  of  publick 
Notoriety,  this,  whatever  it  might  have  appeared, 
would  in  reality  have  f efved  rather  for  fhew,  than 
for  Ufe,  and  therefore  was  omitted,  to  fave  the 
Reader  as  much  Trouble  and  Expence  as  pof- 
fible^ 

After  profcfling  a  Defire  to  avoid  wafting  need« 
leHy  the  Reader's  Time  in  perufing  this  Work,  it 
would  be  prepofterous  to  tire  him  with  a  long 
Pre&cc}  and  therefore  let  us  conclude  with  this 


to 

Reileftion,  that  it  is  from  Evcntsi,  abd  the  pub^. 
licfe-Otuiii^riutJiiuii  flmfl  t  "  ' 
Vdluc  of  u  Tliiijg  of  lliis  Ki 
for  it  is  not  argumg  right  or  wrong  in  the  Opinion 
of  any  Set  of  Men  whatever,  which  can  give  ei^ 
ther  Merit  or  Reputatajpirloia  Book  that  pretends 
torepreient  the  political  State  of  Europe^  H6 
who  will  think  jufUy  upon  this  Subje^,  mufl  fivm 

his  Tlgig^lG-^^thn^  CMfidg{ti6m  of 
Pads^  and  now  for  Ite^has^^jperiwlhea^i^,  ican 
appear  from  Fa^  only ;  for  as  in  Law,  fo  in 
BottiilBks>  the  Worth  of  an  jQ^mipa  dQQ^  not  con- 
fift  tn  its  being  happily  exprefTed,  or  handfoma* 
]y  maintained,  eitheii  b^  4dgi<ad  Deductions,  of 
Authorltiea  learnedly  qi^pted,  but  in  its  Conform 
mityteTrutfe.  ^  IFit^Msfe'ti^^^  is 

mifkken^  and  the  Pplitician  deceived;  let  the  Parts 
of  the  one,  or  the  jSibilffiiB  ef  the  other,  be  what 
they  will ;  and  tho*  in  thefe  Cdes  it  is  a  great 
Hazard  that  1  WJm  fittfs]  jfef '^there'  &  iWs  C6m- 
fbrt  attends  it,  thafrthcfe;  is«  a«  certain  Criterion 
which  decides,  with  re^rd  to  the  Re^itude  of 
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J  view  of  At  prefent  Statt  of  Cvope  tm  gmtraH  la 

The  prefettt  State  and  p(fitiafi  l^tlfi^  ^  tbi  Rliffiafi  fi^ipit^ 

truly  andfucdn&ty  refrefenteJ.  28 
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•         THE 

P  R  ES  E  N  T    STATE 

E    U    r'o    P    E. 


INTRODUCTION. 

SHERE  Is  nothing  clearer  to  fucb,  iuhave 
.  taken  tbe  Puns  to  make  themfelves  MaAera 
I  of  the  History  of  Leamingi  than  that  evciy 
[  Age  has  its  peculiar  Tafte  j  perhaps  a  Wn- 
t  ter,  like  Mataaipits  would  call  it  Humour  j 
\  jhun  whence  it  fotlowsf  that  Authors  who 
I  are  the  Obje^  of  Admiration  in  one  Age* 
become  the  Ridicule  of  the  next.  In  'SaX. 
trtiich  preceded  the  prefent.  Systems  were  in  great  Eftccm, 
and  nothing  recommcndcL  a  Writer  more,  than  his  being  veiy 
copious,  and  very  methodical.  From  this  Spirit  proceeded 
muoiinous  S^tmi  of  Hilloiy,  Law,  Phyfick,  Mathcrtiaticks* 
iuid  Divinity  i  but  the  very  Learning  v/hich  tliis  kind  of 
IVridng  furnifh'd,  being  fufiicient  to  difcovcr  its  Imptr- 
lemons,  and  to  enable  the  Reader  to  fee  that  it  was  con- 
trived rather  to  circumfcribe,  thiaji  to  extend  his  Views )  it  is 
no  Wonder  that  it  grew  into  Difcrcdit,  or  that  after  being 
3ioroughly  and  warmly  expofed,  People  ruh  by  Degreet  into  the 
jppofitc  Extream,  were  for  banifhin?  all  SyRems,  and  for 
rontra^ng  Science  as  much  as  pof&ole,  fo  as  to  bring  the 
Hcmcnts  and  firft  Principles  of   Knowledge  into  %  nuto<N 
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tfomp2L%  by  which  the  Folio's  of  die  hft  Age  were  in  the  fito^ 
ginniiig  if  this  reduced  into  Duodicim^s- 

It  has  been  fince  foilnd^  that  this  way  of  Writing  has  alfo  its 
Incpnveniencie^  tfakt  fuch  jfbridjpmnts^  were  not  always  ixside 
wi^h  that  exquifite  Judgment,  tbit  is  reqitttkc  to  render  them 
vfeKd ;  that  Tome  Things  fal&  or  uncertain  were  retained,  arid 
others  of  mat  Weight  and  Ihiportance  were  omitted  >  which 
.4^Uig^rud|^  as  were  defirous  of  beine  thoroi^hly  Mafbfxjot 
a  Subjc£ly  to  have  Kecourfe  to  thofe'Eirger  Worlcs,  tKat'liad 
been  fo  much  dccry'd,  in  order  to  extnuS  from  them  fuch 
Paflagcs  as  were  truly  valuable^  and  ferved  to  explain  and  eluci- 
date thpfe  Principles  of  Learning  that  were  obfcure,  and 
vnintel{igible  wi^out  them.  ^ur  the  £u:ilitating  this» 
Men  of  great  Induftry,  and  who  had  much  Time  upon 
their  Hands,  beean  to  colIe£t  and  range  thefc  Paflagcs  in  a 
new  Order ;  and  from  hence  arofe  the  modern  Invention  of 
Dictionaries,  I  mean  not  fuch  as  explain  Words,  but 
'lliinga^  which  are  now  become'very  numerous.  T1iefe>  with* 
out  doubt,  are  very  convenient  Tools  in  the  Hands  of  abk 
Workmen  ;  but  there  is  gne  kind  of  Science  which  is  very 
important,  indeed  abfolutdy  neceflary  towards  forming  the 
Mind  of  an  accomplifhed  Gentleiiian,  in  which  neither  the 
Compendium  nor  the  DiSfimary  can  be  c^  any  ufe  at  all. 

The  kind  of  Science  I  mean,  is  Politicks;  by  which 
I  underftand  a  comprehenfive  Knowlec^  of  the  fundamental 
Maxims  of  Policy, grounded  upon  theadual  and  real  Interdb  of 
the  fcveral  Governments  of  Europe,  and  this  is  not  only  a  pdi^ 
as  well  as  ufeful  kind  of  Learning,  the  Study  of  which  may  bo 
therefore  recommended  without  Pedantry,  but  is  in  Reality  a 
Point  of  great  Confequence;  becaufe  without  this  Knowfedgb 
it  will  be  a  Thing  very  difficult,  if  not  impraSicabfc,  for  1 
young  Gendeman  to  qualify  himfdf  for  the  Service  of  his 
Country  ;  in  the  prefcnt  Times  more  cfpeciaDy,  when  to  be 
able  to  have  a  thorough  Notion  of  the  Tnterefls  of  Great'- 
Britain  J  it  is  not  barely  expedient,  but  abfolutdy  neceflary  to 
hiivc  2  clear  Infight  into  the  Concerns  of  all  the  Europedn 
Po\vcrs. 

Thofe  certainly  are  very  much  in  the  Wrong  who  pretend 
to  treat  this  as  a  Misfortune^  and  would  perfwaJe  us,  that  it 
would  be  at  Icaft  mQch  to  the  Advantage,  if  not  for  the  Cre- 
dit of  our  Countrj',  if  our  Afl^rs  were  dmwn  into  a  nar» 
rower  Compafi,  and  our  Cares  ftriftly  confined  to  our  own 
Conceras,  TTiis  never  was,  indeed  never  can  be  the  Cafe  of 
a  free>  a  great,  and  a  trading  Nation,  and  more  efpecially  of 
a  Maritime  Powtr^  which  is^  and  I  hope  will  ever  be,  Chi 
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Charadenfticks  of  die  British  Pkoplk,  as  lon^  as  they 
continue  a  People.  While  diey  are  in  this  State^  uiey  muft 
be  refpefbd,  courted,  and  applied  to  upon  many  Occafionil 
by  Fordgners ;  and  therefore  it  muft  be  as  I  have  ftated  it^ 
aofolutdv  nectary  that  at  kaft  fudi  as  manage  dieir  Afiaii% 
tnd  whils  we  continue  to  enjoy  our  Ubtrtiis^  this  wiQ  take 
in  a  veiy  larce  Number ;  mould  be  dioroi^ily  convei&nt 
With  Foriign  Interefts,  that  Jrom  thence  on  certain  Occa- 
fions,  they  may  have  a  right  Notion  of  thdr  awn.  Without 
diis  they  will  be  liable  not  only  to  be  outwitted  by  their 
Enemies,  but  to  be  the  Dupes  alfo  of  dieir  Allies ;  they  may 
be  drawn  into  Quarrels  in  which  they  have  no  Concern  i 
JUid  where  they  have  a  Concern  they  may  very  poffibly  mii^ 
lake  it,  and  engage  veiv  improperly,  if  not  on  the  wrong;  Side. 

One  might  eafily  iUuftiate  this  by  many  Examples^  but 
perhaps  this  would  be  an  invidious  Talk,  becaufe  it  would 
engage  a  Man  either  to  efpoufe,  or  to  oppofe  the  eftablifhed 
De€frines  of  Parties^  which  is  not  only  contrary  to  my  own 
Inclination,  but  to  the  veryDelign  of  this  Wonc,  inmiichl 
hope  there  will  appear  no  Leaninz  or  imidleft  Biafi  of  that  kind  i 
for  fuch  Dodbrines  are  of  die  Nature,  of  Syftems  in  Fliyiick, 
and  Philofophy,  they  ierve  to  efiablifli  a  popular  Reputation 
upon  the  Ruins  of  Tuftice  and  Truth.  The  great  Bufinefi 
in  this  Cafe^  b  to  diftinguiih  where  Right  lies,  and  then  to 
fimbrace  it,  let  it  lie  where  it  will.  Ine  latter  is  not  with- 
out its  Difficulties  ;  but  the  former  b  embarrafled  with  them. 
ih  a  much  greater  Degree ;  for  to  acquire  juft  Sentiments  of 
the  political  Views,  and  real  Interefts  of  foreign  Nations,  it 
ID  ofy  Matter,  nor  are  the  Helps  to  it  readily  found. 

It  may  be  expeded  that  the  Foundation  of  this  fort  of  Know« 
Ifedge,  ought  to  be  laid  fix>m  the  Peruial  of  Books  relating  to 
ht  Conftitutions,  Laws,  and  Government  of  the  refpe^ve 
Countries,  not  without  an  Infight  alfo  into  their  Antiquities. 
But  if  we  confider  firft  how  laborious  as  well  as  how  tedious  an 
Elndcrtakint  diis  wouM  be ;  and  next  how  very  little  thofe  Men 
Aie,  generaBy  fpeaking,  Ikilled  in  the  political  Interefts  of  their 
tTpective  Countries,  who  arc  beft  verfed  inthcirLawsandCon- 
Htutions,  ordeepeft  read  in  their  Records  and  Antiquities,  we  Ihall 
ie^  eafily  difccm,  that  as  thb  Method  would  be  in  a  ereat  Mea^ 
iQure  impra£tiad>le ;  fo  allowing  it  to  be  ever  fo  cafy,  it  would 
ieverchelefs  be  vety  wide  of  anfwering  the  Purpofe.  Yet  I 
in  very  far  from  aflerdng,  that  it  oumt  to  be  totallv  difire- 
^rded;  fo  far  from  it^  that  if  aMan  nas  Leifure,  Opportu* 
tity,  and  Abilities,  t)6  look  into  thefe  Things,  hewm  Vax&f 
iaVc -OecBiion  to  oosiiphifi  that  JUs  Time  has  bvovnai^^es^ 
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or  that  Nations  arc  fo  much  altered  in  a  lon^  Courfe  of  Ages 
as  to  become  quite  a  different  fort  of  People ;  for  in  gene- 
ral I  believe  the  contrary  of  this  will  be  found  true,  and 
that  the  Climate,  the  Soil,  the  Cuftoms,  and  Examples  of  dieir 
Anceftors,  have  very  ftrong  £ffe&  upon  mod  Nations ;  but 
this  is  a  Philofophical  Refinement  upon  Politicks,  which  it 
requires  a  very  nice  Judgment  to  apply,  tho'  it  may  be 
fometimes  very  happily  applied  even  in  Kefpe£t  to  modem 
Tran£i6tions,  as .  wdl  in  the  Cabinet  as  in  the  Field. 

Reading  the  general  Hiftories  of  all  Nations,  but  more 
cfpeciallv  thofe  that  are  moft  in  Efteem,  is  a  readier,  an  eafiier, 
and  a  oetter  Help  than  the  former ;  but  this  muft  be  ufed 
with  Caution.  It  will  ferve  to  give  us  tolerable  Notions  of 
great  Events,  diftinguifhed  Charaders,  important  Revolutions^ 
and  their  Confequences.  But  we  muft  always  remember,  that 
the  Hiftorian  has  a  natural,  and  perhaps  a  laudable  Partiality 
for  his  Country ;  and  that  to  be  clearly  Mafter  of  the  Truth, 
one  ought  to  compare  his  Accounts  with  thofe  that  are  given 
by  the  Writers  of  other  Nations,  which  is  likewife  a  Work 
of  much  Labour  and  Fatigue.  We  ihould  likewife  refle£l^ 
that  in  jjeneral  Hiftories  the  Compafs,  with  Refpeft-  to  Time 
and  Fd&y  is  fo  large,  that  the  Springs  and  Motives,  which 
is  what  a  Politician  chiefly  looks  for,  are  feldom  fet  ,down ; 
and  that  where  they  are,  it  requires  milch  Skill  and  great  Ctr- 
cumfpedlion  to  difcern  whether  they  are  wholly,  or  even  how 
for  they  may  be  depended  upon.  Yet  this  Way  has  its  .UiSa ; 
and  there  is  in  Reality  no  better  Method  of  forming  a  ridit 
Idea  of  the  Spirit,  Genius,  and  Temper  of  a  Nation,  than  by 
perufmg  their  Hiftories ;  for  by  knowing  what  a  Nation  has 
done  or  fuffered,  when  that  comes  to  be  the  Point  under 
Oonfideration,  we  mav  bcft  judge  what  they  can  atchieve,  or  t» 
what  Degree  they  will  bear. 

The  private  Memoirs  of  ableStateihien  and  illuffariousCaptains 
is  another  Source  from  whence  this  Sort  of  Khowledge,  in  the 
Opinion  of  moft  People,  is  likely  to  be  drawn ;  yet  here 
again  great  Penetration  is  requiiite,  and  much  Caution  is  to  be 
ufcd.  For  thcfe  People  being  fo  deeply  engaged  in  Affairs' 
thcmfelves,  endeavour  for  the  moft  Purt  to  reprcfent  Things 
rsmuch  as  poi&blein  a.Light  the  moft  favourable  for  their  own 
Reputation ;  and  if,  upon  particular  Occafions,  they  eive  us 
evident  Marks  of  tlieir  Sincerity,  we  cannot  conclude  from 
thence  •  thut  they  are  always  condu£led  by  the  iame  Spirit ; 
for  fometimci  thefe  very  Strokes  are  intended  to  furprize  our 
Confidence,  and  to  engage  us  in  an  implicit  Belief  of  all 
they  iay.    Bcildes^  even  thde  great  Men,  beijig  but  Men,  are 
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Kable  to  be  deceived,  and  confequendy  mzj  deceive  us,  with- 
out defigning  it,  which  makes  it  neceUaiy  tor  us  to  get  die  beft 
Liditswe  can  as  to  the  Temper,  Views,  and  particular  Foibles 
of  Tuch  Writers.  For  want  of  being  acquainted  with  which, 
we  may  be  carried  into  a  wrong  Road,  and  bewildered  at  the 
very  Time  when  we  imaginea  we  were  near  our  Journey's 
End.  It  is  however  rig^t  to  make  ufe  of  this  Sort  of  Reading, 
provided  we  are  very  attentive,  refleft  upon  what  we  read, 
and  fet  up  aRefolution  not  to  be  borne  down  by  the  Credit 
of  our  Author ;  iince  in  reading  the  Memoirs,  as  well  as  in 
perfonallv  converfmg  with  great  Men,  we  are  naturaUv  apt  to 
receive  Lnpreffions  from  them,  which  we  cannot  eaiily  fhake 
off;  and  me  greater  their  Abilities,  the  e;reater  our  Daheer  is 
inthisRe(pe£l,  an  Afcendency  once  eftablifhed  being  very  hard- 
ly if  ever  fhaken  off,  bv  the  Undcrftanding. 

The  Peruial  of  Polemical  Writings  upon'  Points  of  hidi 
Conlequence,  is  another,  and  indeed  a  very  conilderableHeh), 
more  eipecially  if  the  Controverfy  be  between  Nations ;  for 
then  not  only  the  ableft  Writers  are  ufually  employed  on  both 
Side^,  but  we  arc  pretty  fure  of  having  the  Truth  in  fome 
Me^ure  ftrupk  oujt  between  them.  Thus  in  the  Writing?  of 
6eLD£NandGR0Tius,we  feealmoftall  that  can  be  faid  upon 
that  feunous  Queftion  of  the  Dominion  of  the  Sea-^  in  the  Pieces 
publifhed  upon  the  late  French  King's  claiming,  in  Right  of 
nb  Wife,  the  moft  valuable  Provinces  in  the  Low-Countries, 
and  the  Aniwers  to  them,  the  Do£fa-inc  as  to  SucceJJIions  and 
Jienunciptions  is  fully  explained ;  and  the  Paper- War  betweeq 
the  late  Czar  and  his  Rival  Charles  XII.  let  us  into  many 
Secrets  that  otherwife  would  never  have  been  known.  AH  Col- 
ledions  therefore  of  this  Kind,  are  highly  valuable  \  and  pro- 
Tided  we  can  but  prefcrve  a  lleady  Attention,  and  are  fecure  of 
our  own  Impartiality,  wc  have  a  very  fair  Opportunity  of 
teaping  much  Improvement  by  this  Sort  of  Study.  L^ 
Domcitick  Disputes  between  Factions  it  is  quite  otherwife; 
for"  very  often  the  Cafe  is  mifreprefented  alike  by  both  Parties  ; 
and  tho'  we  are  ever  fo  well  verfed  in  the  Controverfy y  it  is  a 
very  great  Chance,  whether  we  ever  get  Sight  of  the  Truths  at 
leaft  if  we  have  not  a  Hint  of  it  fome  other  Way. 

Gazettes  and  News-Papers,  in  refpeft  to  the  Story  of 
prefent  Times,  are  not  to  be  negleded ;  it  is  true  they  are  but 
indifferent  Evidence,  biit  generallv  fpeaking  they  are  all  die 
Evidence  we  have,  and  witn  mucn  Attention  and  a  reafonable 
Degree  of  Sagacitv,  we  may  difcover  Truth  from  FaUhood,  even 
in  diem.  Indeed  it  is  chiefly  with  regard  to  the  Ufcs  th^X.  ^^ 
to  be  made  of  thefe,  that  the  enfuing  Work  \n&  cottvpofai  \  Coc 
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t>y  having  a  mitnl  Knowledge  of  the  Syflem  of  ASain  in  S/h 
rott^  and  of  the  political  Views  and  Interefts  of  the  particular 
Kingdoms  and  States  therein,  wc  may  be  enabled  to  make  a 
rieht  Application  of  that  Kind  of  Reading,  and  to  form  a  iuft 
m>tioa  of  what  is  paffing  in  the  World,  notwitlifianw^ 
the  Di&uifes  under  which  Faos  appear  in  fome  Papers ;  and  die 
IncorrtStnefs  witk  which,  .for  want  of  having  proper  Li^ts^ 
they  are  related  in  others.  Almoft  every  Countrv  in  Eunpi 
has  its  Gazette,  or  Paper  by  Authority^  in  woich  we  ant 
fure  to  find  every  thing  fet  forth  with  fadti  Colourings  as  may 
beft  fuit  it  to  the  Interefts  of  that  Power  from  which  the 
Paper  derives  its  Authority.  The  Paris  Gazette,  for  In-i 
fiance,  has  been  very  well  chara£lerized  by  a  Writer  of  that 
Nation,  in  thefe  Words,  iSnsXitistbebeft  written^  atidAi  Uafi 
read  of  am  in  Europe.     The  Language  is  very  correA  and 

Eure,  the  r  ai£b  are  well  told,  and  ranged  in  their  proper  Order ; 
ut  we  may  be  fure  that  nothing  finds  a  Place  diere  injurious 
to  thelntcreft,  or  repugnant  to  the  Sentiments  of  the  FrenA 
Miniftry.    We  may  tometimes  learn  from  it  Things  of  Conlb- 

Juence  widi  regard  to  other  Countries ;  but  as  to  thofe  of 
"^ranciy  nodiing  appears  but  the  diredl  News  of  the  Court. 
vnthoMt  either  R»foning  or  ReflcAion.  The  latter  Part  of 
this  CharaAer  belongs  to  moft  other  Gazettes  by  Autho- 
rity ;  that  is  to  fay,  we  can  depend  upon  nothinje  in  them  but 
the  Date  and  theFaA,  nor  upon  the  Circumthuices  of  the 
latter,  if  they  are  of  any  Importance }  but  by  the  Comparifoi| 
of  thcfe  Gazettes  with  each  other,  and  a  due  Attention  to 
the  P^iality  of  each,  we  mav,  generally  ibeaking,  collect  the 
Truth.  In  refpeA  to  other  Papers  of  Intelligence,  a  very  (hort 
Acquaintance  with  ^cm  will  let  us  into  the  CharaAcr,  Spi« 
rit,  and  Views  of  their  Writers  i  and  from  thence  we  are  to 
^e  of  the  Credit  due  to  their  refpc£live  Relations, 
o  &cilitate  this  critical  Kind  of  Reading,  by  which  alonq 
we  can  be  enabled  to  judge  of  what  pafles  in  okt  own  Timos^ 
and  ^at  Alterations  happen  in  the  Power,  the  Influence,  the 
Connections,  the  Interefls,  and  the  Views  of  the  feveral 
States  of  £vropi»  we  muft  conflantly  keep  in  Mind  the 
general  Scheme^  and  the  particular  Plan  before  mentioned. 
Tofumifli  the  Reader  with  which,  is  the  fimple  and  fole 
Defi^  of  the  following  Sheets,  in  which  diey  are  as  fairly 
and  as  fuccinflly  fet  down  as  poffihle.  One  muft  however 
allow,  that  general  Cclle£fion$  of  Tnatiesy  a  Tindhirc  of  the  Law 
of  NatioiUf  which  may  be  collected  from  Grotius  and 
PuFFENDORF,  and  a  general  Notion  of  the  Geography  and 
Hiftorj  of  Countries,  arealfo  necefiary}  butthefe  maUng  al-- 
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WSA  %  fvt  6f  poliie  Education,  uriiich  is  a  Stnifiure  we  fup-> 
p($  ikiskiy  raUedf  and  by  no  Means  undertake  to  lay  within 
fo  nviow  a  Compa6 ;  what  we  have  to  offer  is  aJcceflbiy 
only ;  and  Ais  it  was  neceflary  to  premife,  that  Things  might 
oot  be  taken  in  a  wrong  Light,  or  more  be  expe£iod  from 
the  fitjlowing  Treatife  than  it  was  e%'er  intended  to  contain. 
It  is  infinitely  bettser  to  keep  our  Promifes  within  Bioui\ds,  and 
Id  peifoim  them  ftri^y,  than  to  endeavour  to  raife  vaft  Ek* 
pechtipns  in  the  R^er;  and  then  fiiiftrate  thofe  very  EXr 
pedatioos  we  have  been  at  fo  much  Pains  to  raifc.  Arts  Hk;e 
thefe  are  fometimes  uied,  in  order  to  make  Way  for  Sequels  or 
fixond  l^sntBj  which  is  not  at  all  in  our  Intention,  as  they  flow 
icom  the  Vanity  of  a  Writer,  whole  Affection  for  his  own  Abi- 
Jtties  magnifies  tQ  hi^vfelf  alone^  the  Merits  of  his  Performance; 
and  of  this  too  it  is  hoped,  that  nothing  will  appear  in  this 
Tr/eatifi^  fince  we  are  equally  fenfible  df  the  Difficulty  of  the 
Taflc^  and  of  our  ovm  Deficiencies;  but  to  break  the  Ice,  anJL 
to  give  an  Opening  to  i^ut  lAay  be  made  ufcful  and  valuable^ 
ought  to  ftand  us  iii  fome  Stead  with  the  Publick,  and  to  defend 
fipm  Ceiifure  what  was  never  meant  to  acquire  Applaufe.  The 
t^glerviceableto&^tuikind  gives  infinitdy  more  Satisia^liort 
Id  an  honeft  Mind  than  ^itl^er  Admiration  or  Praifc. 

Tp  fvi  tbis  Matter  in  a  'ftill  clearer  Light,  it  may  not  be 
^vnils  however  to  oUerve,  that  there  is  a  wide  DifFcttsff^p  be  -. 
tWPP^  a  Ge^grapbicdl  Delbipfion,  or  an  Hiftmcal  Account  of 
Country,  vcAz^polttical  View  of  its  State  zxvi  Intere/lu     The 
latter  cannot  indeed  be  known,  without  having  fome  Idea  of  the 
former;  but  this  nuyl)eliir6u^t  within  much  narrower  Limits 
don  is  commonly  im^ined.    The  Manner  at  prefent  in  ufe 
for  conveying  die  Priijciples  of  thefe  Scieotes,  is  much  more  ex- 
panded, and  confequently  more  tedious  and  troublefome  than  is 
npceflary;    and  imy  vefy^ell  be  recjumed  ode  <>f  the  d^ef 
Dnjfes^  why  to  lew  apply  themfelyes  io  thi$'  ^tudy  d^  didtn 
with  that  ISteadinefi  and  Attentfoh,  whi(£  is  r^lfite  to  becoq^e 
Mafters  of  virhat  is  pra^cable  and  ufcfulj^  that  is,  what  e\'e2y 
p^y?s  Opc^fipn's  call  for;  ahd  which  ij^^e  as'  ipecdilvap^ 
pli^.    8iit  it  is  ope  Thing  to  endeavoi^^^HMng  thcfc  Mat- 
p%  in  fijch  a  I4^t  as  is  mpiifite  for  tfaJ^HRrd  wholly  un- 
icigu^nted  with th^m,  and  quite  anoth^xo  range  the  Heads 
no^Yiifitc'tp  fucl>  %'f^itiptl  IntrodklfioH  in  their  natural  Order, 
9  U  to  i^^frefli  die  Memories'dF  fuch  as  are  ^hsady  acauaiht^ 
4  wi^  them,    ao4  ^oaUe  the .  Header  to  conh^  Events 
Ridi  ^  fliftcr,  and  with  the  general  Sy^em'  of  Things^;  iii 
hp  giradua)  Pxogrefc  of  his  own  Inc|uiries  and  curibxy  OUesvar 
iM»  M  tte  C(wfe  of  puhlicJc  Affa^ 
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In  order  to  make,  the  general  Order  of  this  DifcouHe  evident 
as  well  as  the  Dependence  of  its  Parts  upon  each  other,  it  is 
requifitc  that  we  ibould  acquaint  our  Reiders  with  the  Me* 
thod  that  is  obferved  therein.  In  the  fvrtt  Place  then,  we  take 
Nodoe  of  thofe  principal  and  leading  Parts  in  Policy, 
which  are,  as  it  were,  the  Keys  bv  which  Men  of  Penetration 
unlock  the  Gd)inets  of  Princes,  ailcover  the  true  Maxims  of 
their  Politicks,  and  through  the  Vamifhof  outward  Colqurines 
pierce  into  their  moft  fccret  Refolutions,  and  diftinguif^  their 
pretended  from  their  real  Views.  We  proceed  next  to  thc^ 
neral  State  of  Europe,  and  dye,  as  near  as  we  can,  a  dear  and 
concife  Detail  of  the  rdative  Force  of  its  feveral  Parts,  of  the 
Ties  by  which  fome  of  thefe  are  united  one  to  another,  of  the 
complicated  Powers  arifmg  from  thence,  with  the  Propor^ 
tion  between  them,  and  whatever  eUe  regards  the  Title  of 
the  Chaptci,  and  extends  to  the  Powers  of  Europe j  col- 
lefiivdy  confidered.  The  Way  being  thus  paved  for  fettine 
out  the  prefent  State  and  paiticular  Interelts  of  its  feveru 
Powers  reQ3e£lively,  we  bmn  with  the  Northern  Potentates,  and 
proceeding  in  the  plaineft  and  moft  natural  Manner  goffible^ 
we  fpeakofeachKinedomand  State,  its  Forces,  Interdtl,  and 
Maxims,  as  they  ftooq  upon  theCondufion  of  the  late  Treaty^ 
by  which  the  Peace  of  Europe  has  been  fo  br  reftored,  as  to  en-> 
aUe  tbe  judicioiis  Reader  to  gain  a  rational  Profped  of  what 
may  enfue  during  the  remaining  Pait  of  the  prefeht  Century, 


C  H  A  P.     I, 

Of  tbe  Univerfal  Principles  of  Policy,  or  ge^ 
general  biterejls  of  every  Gqvernment. 

IT  is  a  juft  an^jBfible  Remark  of  a  great  Spamjh  Writer, 
that  ^^  as  tjf^^wes  of  Submiffion  are  the  (ame  in  all  So<i 
«<  ciedes  whaf^^fV  from  dience  certain  Principles  arifi^ 
f <  from  the  varioi^TJombinations  of  which,  according  to  the 
<<  Nature  of  Times  and  Temper  of  Men,  diflerent  Sy- 
<<  ftems  of  Rule,  and  various  Methods  of  adminiftring  thefe 
^<  Syfiems,  become  neceflary,  or  at  leaft  expedient.''  If,  there- 
fore, we  are  weU  acquainted  with  thefe,  and  accuftom  ourfdves 
to  refleft  on  the  Manner  in  which  they  have  been  or  may  be 
cogr.biiu49  vehat  at  firft  Sight,  for  want  of  this  Confideratioif 
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appears  myfterious  and  inexplicable,  becomes  by  D^rees  fa- 
miliar and  intelligible.  It  is  die  Notion  that  the  governing  Part 
of  any  Community  has  of  this  kind  of  Science,  that  in  one 
Scnie  is  properly  ftiled  Interest,  and  in  this  Scnfe  it  is  that 
an  illuftrious  and  able  French  Politician  fays  truly,  and  with 
great  Spirit,  that  Kings  govern  Nations,  and  Litereft  goy 
vems  Kings:  La  Princes  command. nt  aux  PettpleSy  &  Tlntereji 
commande  aux  Princes. 

According  to  the  Form  of  Government  that  prevails,  this 
Maxim  is  to  be  underftood.  In  abfolute  Governments,  if  thp 
Monarch  has  real  Abilities,  his  Senfe  of  publick  Afikirs  is  the 
Intireft  of  the  Body  Politick,  of  which  he  is  the  Head ;  and 
if  he  waots  Abilities,  it  is,  generally  fpeaking,  the  Sentiment: 
<A  his  prime  Minifter  that  occupies  that  Place.  In  limited 
Governments,  Interejl  depends  upon  the  Notions  of  thofe^ 
who  according  to  the  Conftitution  are  vefted  with  fupreme 
Power  ;  and  m  fuch  Governments  their  Notions  mav  be  vcrf 
eafily  known,  becaufe  their  firft  Maxim  is,  that  what  is  for 
the  general  Benefit  (hould  be  generally  underftood.  In  Arif' 
iocraiic  States,  or  Commonweddis  governed  by  the  Nobility, 
their  Senfe  of  Things  is  looked  upon  as  the  Publick  Inter eft^ 
In  free  States  ^in,  where  the  People,  or  all  who  have  a  cer« 
tain  Decree  ofrroperty,  are  confidercd  as  the  fupreme  Powerj^ 
^e  Gemus  of  the  Nation,  by  which  I  mean  their  general  Tem- 
per and  Diipofition,  is  the  Index  that  points  out  their  Interejl^ 
The  firft  Thing  diereforc  that  is  requifite  to  be  underftood 
in  praSical  Politicks,  is  the  true  State  of  the  Government 
fubiifting  in  any  Country.  I  fay  the  true  State ;  for  the  exte- 
rior and  nominal  Conftitution  is  to  be  found  in  every  Com- 
pendium of  Geography  or  Hiftory.  But  if  an  arbitrary  Mo- 
narch cpnfides  in  a  junto^  his  Government  is,  in  eftcA,  an 
jtnfiocracj.  If  a  limited  Prince  either  governs,  or  is  governed 
hy  Ae  Heads  o{  z  Party f  the  Conftitution  become  from  that 
Moment  an  OUgarchy  ;  and  this  is  alfo  the  Condition  of  a  pth- 
fulat  State,  where  by  any  fudden  Revolution,  or  by  the  gra- 
dual working  of  a  deep-bud  Intrigue^  die  like  Change  is 
brought  about. 

But  this  is  to  be  confidered  only  as  the  accidental  Intereft  of 
any  Country  whatever ;  for  befides  this,  there  is  a  real  Interdft 
which  arifes  from  the  Principles  before  mentioned ;  and  the  wife 
or  weak,  the  good  or  ill,  the  fteady  or  fiufhiating  Adminiftra- 
tion  in  every  Government,  is  owing  to  the  Harmony  or  the 
Oppofition  between  its  a£hial  and  its  real  Interefts.^  The  for- 
mer we  have  fhewn  is  no  otherwife  to  be  difcovered  than  by  la- 
larmation,    as  to  rhe  Hand;  in  which  Po^ex  U  \uu\]&ei\ 
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^d  this,  may  be  derived  either  from  Intelligence  from  dioTc  nrho 
have  lived  longunder,  or  had  an  Opportunity  to  be  well  acquaint- 
ed withy  amr  Government ;  or  it  may  be  the  Fruit  of  Obferv^- 
tion.  For  if  we  confide  the  Condu&  of  any  Nation,  in  refpefi 
to  a  few  capital  iPoints,  and  compare  it  with  the  real  Intereft 
of  that  Nation^  we  fhall  very  fpeedily,  and  with  very  great  Cer- 
tainty, difc'em  the  true  Spirit  of  its  Government  And  this  in 
moft  Oifes  will  be  found  the  iafeft  way  of  judging,  or  at  leaft 
it  will  enable  us  to  correft  the  other  Mode  of  information^  by 
fhewing  us  what  Part  of  our  Intelligence  is  worthy  of  Credit^ 
and  what  oii^t  to  be  rejeded  let  it  come  from  what  Autho- 
rity it  wilL  Wc  know  this  is  an  infidlible  Maxim,  Te  JbaB 
jua^bj  thar  Frmts.   ' 

But  we  come  now  to  the  great  Point  of  all,  which  is  that  of 
feparating  and  diftineuiihing  the  Principles  upon  which  die 
real  Iriterefis.of  all  mtions  are  founded;  and  this,  as  in  the 
pdier  Art  oJF  decyi^ienne,  depends  upon  five  mat  Points^ 
which  may  be  metaphorically  ftiled  Political  Vowels.  Of 
each  of  thefe  in  th^ir  Order  we  will  fpeak  as  fucdndUy  as 
poffible,  becaufe  we  are  awaxe^  that  to  fome  Readers  this  nit 
of  the  Work  may  (cem  tedious,  which  is  common  to  the  ele- 
mentary Par6  or  aU  Sciences ;  and  yet  without  due  Attention 
to  them,  no  Branch  of  Learning  can  be  fully  or  thoroughly  un- 
derftood.  To  thefe  there  is  a  frequent  Neceffity  of  having 
recpitfie  \  and  no  Man  is  ever  Mafter  of  any  Kmd  of  Study, 
till  he  feds  the  Aflv^tage  and  is  fully  fitisfied  as  to  the  Ufe  of 
its  fundamental  Principks.  For  then,  to  refume  the  former 
Comparifon,  he  firft  mils  with  little  Trouble,  and  at  length 
reads  fluently  and  without  Hefitation|  what  one  would  have 
thou^t  him  an  OaSpusp  who  fhouM  have  been  able  to  un- 
riddle; 

The  firft  Principle  tending  to  demonfbate  the  real  Intereft 
of  a  Ptople,  is  their  Religion  ;  for  that  will  always  have  its 
Weight  It  is  true,  that  the  Rediqr  and  Importance  of  this 
appeared  flronger  in  the  lafl  Age  than  in  the  prefent,  whoi 
perhaps  there  was  a  fincener  Seme  df  it  in  moft  Countries  % 
but  it  is  ftill  of  Confequence  enough  to  maintain  its  Poft.  For 
bow  moderate  foever  Men  may  be  in  their  Profeffions,  how 
lukewarm  'foever  in  their  PrafUces,  yet  either  from  Principle, 
from  worldly  Motives,  or  from  Cuftom,  they  will  have  a  SLea- 
ilxnck  to  unite  with  fuch  as  declare  themfelves  of  the  lame 
Belief,  and  an  Eaecmeis  in  oppoTine  thofe  who  differ  from 
them.  In  (hort,  Infidel,  Bigot,  and  Hercttck,  remain  ftill 
Terms  of  Enmity  i  and  tho'  they  have  not  the  fame  Strength 
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8  beittofbn^  each  of  tib«iA  bas  yet  its  Mcaojogi  and  canics  a- 
up  FropoxtioQ  of  Rdentment  with  it 

rfext  to  RdiffM  the  najturtd  Growids  of  Fcienilfhip^  AIS-^ 
nces,  or  Amity)  is  a  leading  Princiide.  In  Monarchies  ^hif 
imetimes  arifes  from  Nations  being  governed  by  the  lame  Ja^ 
vly.  As  for  Inflance,  Fi^nnctj  Stam^  and  Nqfks  i  we  have 
^ens  and  in  all  Probability  we  {hall  fee,  that  tins  bas  a  g;rcat 
'&&. ;  and  ^t  the  Me^ures  of  the  Head  of  the  Hoi^  wUI 
e,  geqfiallT  fpeakine»  acquiefeed  in  by  all  its  Brancbiis.  Spnofin 
ioics  it  ariKS  from  utermarria^ ;  but  very  little  Sards  is  tq 
e  bid  won  this»  where  the  Princes  are  eqiialt  but  a  vera 
peat  Weight  where  it  is  otherwife.  For  a  gireafi  Kiqg,  or  fai^ 
[eir  apparent^  manying  a  Prihce(s»  Daii^ifg  to  a^  ixifiqi^r 
tince,  attaches  the  latter  to  his  Intopeft:  And  this  widiput 
)oubt  was  the  Motive  to  a  late  Matchy  that  need  Aoit  be  mee^ 
ORed«  Sometimes  it  proceeds  from  an  Identity  pf  Intecefts,  af 
etween  the  Maritime  rowcfs^  whom  Rei^peft  to  nuuual  Safe- 
f  keeps  dofely  united.  At  odier  times  it  ariiji^  from  bavins 
ke  Views ;  which  was  foimerly  the  Cafe  between  Swednf  mi 
Vance^  and  has  been  of  late  that  of  Fraafe  am}  an§tifir  Power^ 
}  in  reafon  it  ou^  to  be  between  the  Enqpjreft  ^een  and  ibc 
ling  ef  Sardima.  There  is  ;dfo  a  Kind  of  Conne^op  that 
irings  from  the  Similarity  of  Government ;  whence  wc  Ibme- 
mes  hear  of  the  common  Caufeof  Kings,  and  the  joint  liit&^ 
t&  of  Repviblicks  j  but  tbis^es  lather  ^  4  Colour  ikm  a 
rindple. 

TTbe  r^iri  general  Hou)  is  that  of  Sittunign*  Our  own  is  a 
regnant Infmice  of  this;  agreatPart  of  our Pgliticlcs are^  or 
t  £ail  oueht  to  be,  di£fa|ted  to  us  from  our  PoCtion  ^an  /&nN4 
rbicb  makes  a  martial  S^rit  Mniver^y  dliffuled  aniongit  our 
^eoplie,  and  a  great  maritime  Force,  our  n^ti^ral  Strength ;  as 
Commerce,  not  Conqueft,  is  our  true  Principle  of  Acquiiidon. 
ks  to  the  Effedh  of  Situation  upon  the  Continent,  they  will  be 
laturally  explained  in  that  Part  of  the  following  Work,  where 
^e  fpeak  of  the  Balances  of  Poiver^  I  mean  of  the  inferior  Ba* 
mccs  which  arife  chiefly  from  Vicinity,  and  that  Nec^ty 
^hich  weaker  Neighbours  (e^  gf  living  In  Union,  to  prevent 
leir^being  opareflea  or  fwallowed  up  by  fome  fuperior  rower, 
lat  qm  be  only  kept  in  awe  by  fuch  an  Unjoi). 

The  nlativt  State  of  a  Nation  is  the  fourth  Principle,  by 
^hich  is  meant  its  beine  in  a  better  or  a  worfe  Condition  than 
>rmerly.  For  if  any  People  are  flufhed  with  Succeis  in  War, 
a  Commerce^  pr  from  th^  Change  of  their  Government  to  a 
lilder  from  a  feverer  Form;  their  Couragie  naturally  rifes, 

2«ir.&e(olutiQM  w  swflw  «ibefi»  aqd  camited  withi^uvutMak 
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Viffour,  On  the  other  hand,  if  People  arc  dejected  by  frequent 
Loues,  torn  by  inteftine  FaSions,  or  any  other  way  internally 
diftrefied,  their  Deliberations  -  are  confuted,  their  Refohitioni 
flow,  and  an  apparent  Languor  is  vidble,  whenever  they  at« 
tempt  to  carry  their  Refolutions  into  Execution. 

The  lajl  Principle  in  general  Politicks,  is  that  of  Clai$hs  or 
Pretenfiam ;  for  there  is  always  a  DiflUence,  or  an  Incomooti- 
bility  of  Interefls,  between  fuch  Powers  as  have  Pretennons 
upon  each  others  of  which,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  IbA  and 
prefent  Age,  we  have  feen  fo  many  fl^;rant  Inftances,  that  to 
mfift  upon  it  would  be  necdiefs.  It  mall  fuffice  therefore  to 
obferve,  that  where  thele  feem  to  be  eot  over,  and  a  temporary 
Conjun£Hon  is  brought  about,  it  is  always  weak  and  unfound  ; 
and,  like  all  unnatural  Motions,  however  violent,  is  never 
lafting.  The  Alliance  between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Jb&- 
Jrid  is  a  modem  as  well  as  memorable  Proof  of  it :  Europe  was 
fcarce  alarmed  by  their  ConjundHon,  before  its  Fears  were 
quieted  by  their  reparation. 

It  requires  great  Force  of  Mind,  much  Application,  and  a 
great  Compafr  of  Knowledge,  to  apdy  thefe  general  Principled 
to  each  particidar  State.  A  fuperior  Genius,  capable  of  this  in 
its  utmoft  Extent,  and  with  the  higheft  Degree  of  Perfe£Hon, 
becomes  a  confummate  Statefinan  j  one  fit  not  to  aflifl  only,  but 
to  diredl  the  grcatefl  Monarch.  And  therefore  the  Emperor 
Charles  V.  who  was  at  once  the  wifeft  and  mofl:  fortunate 
Prince  of  the  Age  in  which  he  lived,  had  Reafon  to  (ay  to  his 
Son  Philip  IL  virfaen  he  introduced  to  him  his  Secretary  Erafu 
the  Day  after  he  had  i^igned  to  him  fo  many  Kingdoms,  and 
rrxommended  him  to  his  Service ;  **  The  Prefent  f  make  you 

now,  is  greater  than  that  which  I  made  you  yeflerday; 

^uanto   OS   be  dado   ejle  dla^    no   es  tanto   que  daros  efte 
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CHAP.     IL 

A  View  of  the  prefent  State  of  Europe  in 

generaL 

THAT  Europe  is,  beyond  all  Comparifon,  the  mofl%ap- 
py  and  valuable  Quarter  of  the  Globe,  is  a  Thine  fo 
siuch  taken  for  granted,  that  perhaps  few  would  think  a  Man 
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much  in  the  wroxig  wh6  (hould  conceive 'himlelf  under  nm 
Obligation  to  prove  it;  but  I  mi]kft  confefs  this  has  never 
been  my  Sentiment';  fince,  in  order  to  judge  ridit^  lamper- 
fuaded  tnat  in  Politicks  as  well  as  Philofophjr  we  mould  not  ad* 
mit  any  thing  till  it  is  proved,  becaufe  there  is  no  reafoning  with 
the  fnudleft  degree  of  Certainty  where  we  are  not  fatisfi^  that 
our  Principles  are  found.  In  the  iirft  Place  then,  thefe  high 
Prerogatives  are  not  derived  to  Europe  from  its  Siz^  fince  it 
is  the  leaft  of  all  the  four  Parts  into  which  the  Globe  is  divided  ; 
and  as  it  may  be  of  fome  Ufe  to  know  Aefe  Propoftions,  and 
becaufe  I  do  not  remember  to  have  Teen  them  fet  down  any 
whole  iinth  tdierable  Exadtnels,  I  think  it  may  not  be  amiJs 
toffivethem  here. 

fir  we  fuppofe  the  whole  habitable  World  to  be  divided 
into  three  hundred  Parts,  Eurote  will  contain  of  thefe  twenty* 
feven,  ^Jia  one  hundred  ana  one,  Africa  eighty-two,  tod 
America  nin^.  '  Ih  refp^  to  People,  though' {he  certainly 
cxcells  Africa  and  America^  vet  Ihe  fiills  very  &r  (hort  of  Afta.^ 
if  we  may  depend  upon  tne  Accounts  that  have  been  given 
lis  by  the  beft  and  moft  judicious  Travellers.  In  refp^  to 
Riches,  her  Gold  and  Silver  Mines  are  not  to  be  compared 
Widi  thoie  in  the  other  Quarters  of  the  World ;  ihe  has  few 
or  no  precious  Stones,  ftri<5Uy  fpeaking,  found  in  any  oif  the 
Countries  which  (he  contains  ;  and  as  to  Spices  and  Perfumes^ 
we  know  very  well  from  whence  they  are  brought 

At  firft  Sight  thefe  Remarks  may  feem  to  deftroy  the  com- 
mon 'Opinion,  but  when  more  clofely  examined  they  will  be 
found  toconfirm  it;  forwhen  we  lay  one  Country  is  greater, 
more  powerful,  and  more  confiderable  than  another,  we  mean 
that  it  is  fo  in  refpedi  to  the  Condition  of  its  Inhabitants,  and 
in  this  Senfe  we  may  very  fafdy  afHrm  it  of  Europe. 

For  with  regard  to  Territory,  if  we  confider  what  the  Spa^ 
niardsj  the  Englijkj  the  Pprtugueze^  the  Frencbj  and  the  Dutch 
pofleis  in  other  Parts  of  the  World,  we  may  venture  to  afTert,  that 
it  is  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  Afia  ;  and  if  it  contains  not  fo 
many  People  within  its  own  R:)unds,  yet  it  may  be  truly  iaid 
to  command  more.  As  to  Riches,  it  is  notorious  that  the 
European  Nations  enjoy,  in  confequence  of  their  Trade,  all 
that  Nature  has  beflowed  upon  the  other  Parts  of  the  World. 
Thus  we  fee  that  without  any  Prepoffeflion  in  Favour  of  that 
Part  of  the  Globe  in  which  we  are  feated,  we  have  good  Caufe 
lo  faaintain  that  it  furpafles  ail  the  reft ;  and  that  we  may  with 
Rofon  admit  for  Truth  what  Cuftom  has  taught  us  to  blelieve, 
that  Eur^  is  indeed  the  happieft,  the  m^ft  powerful,  and  ia 
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nfpe&  of  Arts,  Arms,  tnd  Trade,  by  very  for  die  moft  com 
fiderable  Portion  of  the  Globe. 

After  fettling  this  Point,  it  is  natural  to  defcend  to  didft 
meral  Heads,  whence  the  Grandeor,  and  which  is  of  no  leA 
Confequenoe,  the  Stability  of  the  Governments  of  Euttfk 
kfik,  and  on  wtiich  the  Power  and  Safety  of  its  feveral  Patfll 
depend  i  which  th«t  we  nur^  ncrt  multiply  fuch  Articles  beyond 
Mttt  b  •tiedeffitfy,  nite  fluul  corifine  to  three  Heads,  viz.  Rto- 
Knotty  Thde,  swi  the  Union  ctf  political  Interefts  $  iMd 
Mkh  wiehsve  tttifted  particularly  <lfthe(e,  the  general  ^ate  of 
Etirofft  nny  be  thoftmgh^  atfd  iperfe^y  under^^,  and  i 
right  Judgment  formed  of  the  Views  and  F<irce  of  dft  fevoal 
Puties  therein,  and  of  the  Nature  of  diofe  Contro^eifies  whidi 
fitMn  time  to  tlfife  arift  aMion^  them,  atid  which  as  EJqpe* 
riende  wiBffiei^  may  beeafityrefarr'dtDoneorodier  of  theft 
Sutjcfls* 

To  b^n  Aeh  iMrith  Religion :  Tho'  it  Is  true  that  there  are 
feme  Fdgcms  in  the  Sumifl)  and  Mufaroite  Laplenij  a  vdlft 
Multitude  of  Jews  fdittered  almoft  throurii  every  Country, 
and  that  the  Ahb^Hlhiidim  Religion  has  the  Sanson  of  pubwc 
Authority  in  the  Grand  Seignior's  Dominions ;  vet  the  pne^ 
filing  Rdirion  is  Chriftianity,  divided  indeed  into  a  great 
Number  of  Se£b,  but  Ming  under  the  three  following  capital 
Diftindions ;  viz.  Chriftians  of  the  Greek  Church,  ChrifUans 
in  Communion   with  the  Church  of  Rme^  and  Proteftants. 
I  muft  confefi  it  has  always  appeared  to  me  in  the  Light  of 
Ae  moft  difficult  Taflc,  to  fettle  the  Weight  and  Pn^itiOH 
of  Aele  difierent  Interefts ;   aiid  yet  this  a  Point  diat  ought 
not  to  be  hurried  over,  becaufe  the  fuppoiting,  promoting, 
ind  extendiiig  their  fcvi^  rdigious  Syftems,  nuJtes  a  great 
Part  of  the  &kfine<s,  -and  is  a  principal  Point  in  the  Policy  of 
nuj^ft  of  the  European  Powers ;  and  without  a  competent  Un- 
ddShndins;  of  the  Queftion  I  proposed,  as  to  the  otr^ngth  of 
Weight  ot  each  Party,  the  State  of  Europe  can  never  be  tho- 
rougWy  or  juftly  underftood,    and  therefore  how  thorny  or 
perplexed  foever  this  Point  maybe,  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to 
difcufi  it. 

As  to  the  Chriftians  of  the  Greek  Church,  tliey  have  for 
tficir  Head  whoever  wears  the  imperial  Dindem  oi  Ruffia  :  TThe 
Princes  of  Moldavia  and  TVallachia  are  alfo  of  this  Religion, 
and  fo  are  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Chriftians  fubjeft  to  the 
Grand  Seignior,  befides  Multitudes  that  arc  fcattcrcd  through 
Hnngaryy  Polandj  Tranfyhania^  and  fomc  Parts  of  Germany^ 
On  the  whole,  after  die  ftrifteft  Computation,  and  moft- 
maturc  Reflo^tion,  I  am  apt  to  believe  tliat  the  People  of  this 
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tffuafion  areat  kaft  equal  in  Number  to  AeFapiib.  IF  any  oab 
tould  objed,  that  there  are  many  grat  Kingdoms,  the  Inhabit 
nts  of  which  are  in  Communion  with  the  Church  of  Romt : 
muft  reply,  that  the  Extent  of  their  Donunions  taken  togje* 
ter,  is  not  more  than  half  of  the  Territories  pofMed  by  the 
zariha  in  Europe  only;  and  though  it  be  tm^  that  thote  are 
linly  inhabited,  and  that  her  Ruman  Majefty's  Sub)e&  are  of 
I  Rdieions,  yet  furely  the  Gr^^Ai^hrifiians  under  the  Yoke  of 
le  Turk  J  if  they  were  removed  into  her  Countries,  would  go 
sar  to  render  her  Empire  as  populous  as  any  of  the  Kingdoms 
yvemed  by  Popilh  Princes. 

I  might  add  fome  pther  Confiderations  upon  this  Subje£l^ 
ich  as,  that  we  are  lefi  acquainted- with  the  Countries  inhabit- 
I  by  tfieChriftians  of  the  Ureek  Church,  than  ¥rith  thoTe  in- 
ibited  by  Papifls,  which  may  render  us  lefi  c^hle  Judns  of 
lb  Queftion.  But  the  Reafon  of  the  Thing  when  Sxl&lj 
>nlidered,  will  overcome  all  thefe  Prqudioes,  and  bring  over 
^eiy  competent  Judge  to  ^  Opinion,  The  Imjx>rtance  of 
lis  inquiry  will  be  the  better  imderftood,  if  we  refle6l  a  Utde 
1  the  Difputes  that  fo  frequently  happen  between  the  Brnffiant 
id  Turks.  The  former  are  certainly  by  much  the  moft  dan* 
»ous  Enemies  that  the  Ottoman  Empire  hath  to  fear,  becaMife 
le  beft  Part  of  its  Cbrtflian  Subjeds  are  natuially  inclined  ta . 
ieRujffianSf  where^they  are  much  better  pleaied  to  live  un<» 
ii  the  Power  of  the  Turks  than  to  fidl  under  that  of  die  Au* 
riansj  merely  becaufe  the  latter  are  Papifls,  which  iinpliea 
Difpofition  to  perfecute,  which  can  only  be  reftrainedT  bjr 
le  Vicinity  of  fo  formidable  a  Power  as  die  Turk i  but  when 
le  domeftic  Affairs  of  the^ij/cm//xareonce  fettled,  and  die 
bufe  of  H$l/iein  in  peaceable  Pofleffion  of  the' imperial  Thnme^ 
id  of  that  of  £««v^,  it  is  veryeafyto  difcem  that  die'firft 
\r  Opportunity  that  ofiers  will  endanger  the  Fall  of  the  Ttirk-^ 
b  Empire,  or  at  leafl  the  Lofs  of  her  Dominions  in  Europe^ 
liefly  from  the  Crown  of  Ruffians  being  confidcrM  as  the  Rem* 
ant  of  the  old  Conftantinopolitan  Empire^  and  the  ancientfand 
atural  Head  of  die  Greek  Church. 

We  come  now  to  examine  the  Strength  and  Power  of  diie 
lamanifisj  which  is  certainly  very  great,  and  the  common 
>pinion  is,  that  it  daily  grins  ground.  If  therebeany  Trudi 
1  this,  it  mufl  be  principally  owii^  to  their  having  a  viftbb 
[ead,  I  mean  the  Pope,  clothed  widi  that  fort  of  Authority 
liich  is  fittdk  to  fupport  and  extend  the  Tenets  of  Religion, 
lie  Reformation,  though  it  has  much  weakened  the  fpiritual 
ower  and  temporal  Strength  of -the  HoIyFadier,  bas,  liot-. 
ithftanding,  furnifbed  him  with  niiany  AdvatUage^  ot  aivQl^<et 


I 


kini,  or  rather  thcPolicy  of  the  Church  of  iS^w^,  hath  turnd 
tli;;  Views  of  Protcfhuits  to  her  Advantage,  bv  afFe£ting  a  pa* 
torr.ai  Care  for  the  Princes  and  States  of  her  Communion,  af» 
fiitijig  the  Authority  of  the  State  in  Times  of  Peace,  and  in- 
torpolmg  her  Authority  as  a  common  Mediator  in  cafe  War 
breaks  out  amoneft  them.  This  is  certainly  a  Benefit  to  them  j 
and  from  their  being  convinced  of  this,  fprings  the  Rcfpefl' 
paid  to  his  Holinef^  by  the  wifeft  Adminilbrations  in  all  Popifli 
Countries. 

It  is  from  the  fame  Principles  that  the  Propagatioaof  the 
Popifti  Religion  is  look'd  on  by  them  as  the  higheft  Point 
of  Policy,  from  which  they  are  furc  never  to  depart  j  and 
therefore  we  need  not  wonder  that  they  have  made,  and 
are  like  to  make,  very  coniiderable  Acquifitions.  It  may  be 
look'd  upon  as  a  Thing  certain,  that  notwithftanding  all  the 
Endeavours  that  have  been  ufed,  during  the  laft  two  Centu- 
ries, to  weaken  the  Protcftant  Intereft,  it  is  ftiU  very  con- 
fiderable,  very  aUe  to.fupport  itfelf  againft  the  Force  at  leaft, 
if  not  the  Frauds  of  all  its  Enemies ;  neither,  after  all,  is  it 
ib  much  weaken'd  as  feme  out  of  Fear,  and  others  from  worfe 
Intentions,  have  aflcrted ;  for  we  are  to  confider,  that  the  Coun- 
tries in  which  the  RefonneS  Religion  is  profcis^d,  are  moft  of 
them  very  populous,  carry  on  a  great  Trade,  and  have  many 
Colonies,  by  whicl|  means  they  propagate  their  religious  Senti- 
ments almoit  without  attending  to  it. 

.  We  muft  confefs  however,  that  the  Want  of  a  Head,  the  dit 
daiming  the  Do£bine  of  Perfecutlon,  and  the  maintaining  the 
oppoiite  Sentiment  of  the  Right  of  private  Judgment,  are  great 
Difadvantages  to  the  Proteftant  Caufe  conitder'd  in  a  political 
Light.  Wc  are  the  more  fenfible  of  this  of  late  Years,  becaufe 
the  Zeal  and  Spirit  which  formerly  appeared  in  fevcral  Princes 
and  States  for  the  Support  and  Encouragement  of  Religion,  is  in 
a  manner  loft  from  die  prevailing  of  a  Spirit  of  Licentionfne&y 
not  more  dangerous  to  the  Concerns  of  the  Church  than  of  the 
State,  which,  by  degrees,  may  revive  the  old  Spirit,  efp^cialljr 
as  tlie  Encroachments  of  Popery  become  more  and  more  vifihle. 
1'hc  famous  Gujiauus  Adolphus^  King  of  Sweden^  owed  aH  his 
Power  and  Grandeur  to  his  afluming  theCharader  of  Proteffar 
$fthe  Proteftant  Intereft  in  Germany  \  and  when  he  comes  tho* 
roughly  to  confider  his  Situation,  there  is  great  Reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  the  prefcnt  King  of  Prujfm  will  fix  alfo  on  that  Cha- 
nuSicr  at  laft,  as  the  moft  proper  to  preferve  the  Dominions  and 
Power  he  has  already  obtained,  as  well  as  to  extend  them; 
and  while  the  Protcftant  Interdft  is  effeflually  fecured  in  Ger-^ 


[  17  ] 

many^  it  is  ctrtain  that  it  never  can  decline  in  other  Parts 
of  Eur^.  We  (hall  next  enter  into  a  (hort  Comparifon  of 
the  Weight  of  thefe  two  Interefb,  and  then  proceed  to  another 
Subject 

.  In  computing  die  Strength  of  the  Papi/fsy  it  is  ufual  and 
indeed  proper  to  reckon  Ac  Emperor  firil,  becaufe  he  pre- 
cedes all  the  Princes  of  that  Communion,  and  adds  fomewhat 
to  the  Credit  of  this  Religion  by  his  Authority  in  Germany  : 
Yet  having  few  or  no  Subje£b  as  a  Monarch,  he  ought  not  to 
be  confldoed  as  having.  In  this  refpcd,  any  Weight  comparable 
to  the  lofiyTitle  of  Emperor  of  Germanyy  and  King  of  the 
Romans,  The  next  Popifh  Power  is  France^  then  Spain  and  next 
Portugal.  Thoi^h  the  King  of  Poland's  Dominions  are  more 
extended  than  Spain  and  Portugal  taken  together.  After 
them  follow  At  Khm  of  Sardiniaj  the  Popej  the  Princes  and 
States  of  Itafyj  with  luch  of  the  Swifs  Cantons  as  arePapifb; 
and  this  brings  us  back  again  to  Germany^  where  we  find  all 
die  Dominions  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemioj  tc« 
|ether  with  the  Eledors  Bavarian  and  Palatine^  befides  the 
Spiritual'Elefiors,  and  odier  Princes  and  States  of  the  (ameCom- 
knunion. 

Of  the  Rrotcftant  Powers  We  are  without  doubt  the  moft 
coflfideraUe.  Next  fi^ow  Sweden^  Denmark  and  Pr^ujjia^  the 
United  Provinces,  the  Swtfi  Cantons  and  their  Confederates  ^ 
dien  die  Subjedb  of  the  Ele£ior  of  Saxony^  though  their  Prince 
ht  zPapiJly  the  Elc£\or  of  Hanover^  thcDukc  of  Courlandj  and 
all  the  ieUer  Princes  and  States  of  Germany  of  our  Communion, 
According  to  the  neareft  Computation  that  can  be  made  widi 
rdbeft  to  Territory  in  Germany^  the  Proportion  between  P^- 
pifls  and  ProteAants  may  be  as  Ten  to  Eight,  but  in  point  of 
Number  of  nople,  I  appidiend  the  Proteftants  are  at  leaft 
equal;  and  throughout  the  reft  of  j^frr^j^f,  I  conceive  the  Pro- 
portion in  Point  of  Territory  to  be  as  Eight  to  Seven  ;  but  as 
to  People,  I  think  there  is  good  Reafon  to  believe  that  the  Pro- 
teftants are  rather  more  numerous  than  the  Papifts,  becaufe  the- 
Proteftant  Countries  are  inconteftably  much  fuller  of  People. 

In  the  North,  for  Example,  thou^  Polan^ht  veiv  populous, 
yet  it  is  certain  that  one  half  of  the  reople  are  not  Papifts,  and 
U  leaft  one  diird  of  them  Proteftants,  whereas  in  Sweden 
and  Denmark  there  are  few  or  no  Papifts  ;  in  Germany  again  all 
die  great  trading  Cities,  tho'  crouded  with  Inhabitants,  are  Pro* 
ceftants.  In  Italy  indeed  the  Papifts  are  in  a  manner  without 
Mixture;  but  this  is  ballanced  by  theNumber  of  People  mGreat 
Britain,  In  order  to  cut  the  Matter  fliort,  and  to  fet  d\\^ 
Point  in  the  deareft  Light  poffiUes,  I  jQall  here  prdeut  l3\^^t3i* 
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dcr  with  a  very  curious  Table,  which  will  fervc  to  r^iJate  hS^ 
Judgment  not  onlv  with  refpeft  to  this,  but  with  regard  to 
many  other  Subjecbipf  Importance. 

Tbe  Proportion  cf  the  fever al  Powers  in  Europe  19 

Great  Britain. 


Ruffta     10, 

13 

Portugal 

0, 

1 

36 

Germany   3, 

53 

Spanijh  Netherhnds 

0, 

18 

Sweden      3, 

63 

United  Provinces 

0, 

II 

Poland       3, 

39 

Switzerland 

0, 

17 

France        i. 

7 

Denmark 

i» 

49 

Spain          I, 

81 

Italy 

i» 

'9 

Turkey        3, 

18 

•  I 

In  order  to  exphin  tin's,  I  need  only  fay,  that  the  Proportiofi 
between  Ruffia  and  Great  Brioain  is  as  10— 13»  to  i ;  that  i% 
Rujfia  is  ten  times  as  large  as  Great  Britain^  and  13  Parts  of  lOQ 
more ;  and  at  the  fame  time  it  points  out  the  comparative 
Strength  of  Britain  to  other  Nations,  it  alfo  (hews  the  Propor^t 
lions  of  all  thefe  Countries  to  each  other. 

The  next  Thing  to  be  confidered  is  the  Trade  of  Eurtpe^. 
which  has  undergone  in  the  Courfe  of  Ages  very  great  Altera* 
tions.  Upon  the  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  it  feemed  to  be 
in  fome  Meafure  extinguifhed,  but  very  foon  revived  again 
among  the  Saxons^  who  when  they  became  Mailers  of  diis 
liland,  efiablifhed  a  vaft  maritime  Power  here,  which  how- 
did    not  continue  very  long,  the  Danes  making  them* 


ever 


felves  Matters  of  this  Country  by  uieir  great  Superiority  in  Am 
refpeft.  After  fome  Ages,  Commerce  and  Maritime  Power 
retired  Southward,  and  were,  in  a  manner,  whoUv  poflefled 
by  the  Italian  States,  particidarly  the  Venetians  zs\a  the  G§- 
mtfey  who  had  fhared  between  them  the  Traffick  of  the  £a% 
which  enabled  them  to  draw  the  Wealth  of  all  other  Nations 
to  themfelves. 

But  in  the  thirteenth  Century,  feveral  free  Cities  in  Gemumf 
began  to  league  together  for  the  Support  and  Maintenance 
of  their  Trade,  and  foon  made  their  Confederacy  known  to 
the  World,  by  the  Title  of  the  Hanfeatic  League :  But  ai 
their  Trade  brought  them  in  immenfe  Wealth  and  Power,  ia 
this  rendered  them  haughty  and  infolent,  which^  by  degrec|» 
(wrought  on  dieir  Ruin»  to  which^  however^  other  Circum- 
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ifemces  contributed  ;  for  in  the  fifteenth  Century  the  Portugtufe 
peife£bd  a  new  Route  to  the  Eajl  Indies^  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hopiy  and  about  the  fame  time  the  SpaniMs  difcovered  Jmeri- 
.  «,  which  threw  the  Trade  of  Europe  and  its  chief  Naval  Power 
into  the  Hands  of  thefe  Nations,  who,  if  they  had  known  how 
to  cultivate  it  with  Skill,  and  to  ufe  it  with  Moderation,  might 
have  raifed  it  much  higher,  and  have  made  it  much  more  lad- 
ing than  it  proved,  efpecially  when  both  the  Trade  of  the  Eaft 
and  Weft  Indies  was  in  the  Hands  of  the  Subje£b  of  the  fame 
Prince,  which  happened  by  the  Acceifion  of  King  Philip  11.  of 
Spain  to  the  Crown  of  PortugaL 

But  as  almoft  all  Evils  point  out  and  in  rime  produce  their 
own  Remedies,  fo  the  boundleis  Ambirion  and  cruel  Oppreilion 
of  Ae  Sfaniardsj  con&T3incd  the  United  Provinces  to  throw  oflF 
their  Yoke,  and  en^iged  their  Inhabitants,  and  the  Englijhj  to 
endeavour  by  their  Jbxpedirions  into  both  Indies  to  fhare  in  thofe , 
Riches,  which  were  the  great  Source  of  the  Spanijh  Power;  and 
this  raifed  up  thofe  that  are  now  called  the  Maritime  Powers. 
The  Pro^refi  of  the  Dutch  was  amazingly  quick  ;  for  in  the 
Space  of  little  more  than  half  a  Century,  from  having  hardly 
any  Ships  at  all,  they  came  to  have  more  than  all  the  reft  of 
Europe  put  together. 

But  fincc  that  Time  the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain^  by  ex- 
tending their  Commerce,  and  efpecially  by  multiplying  their 
Colomes,  have  certainly  raifed  their  maritime  Force  to  an 
Equali^  at  leaft  in  every  refpe£l  with  the  Dutchj  as  all'  intelli- 
gent Writers,  and  particularly  Foreigners,  agree.  And  this 
of  late  induced  the  Pardzans  of  the  French  Court  to  fuggeft  to 
tbe  States,  diat  diey  are  in  more  danger  from  the  growing 
Trade  and  naval  Power  cf  Great  Britain^  than  from  the  ambi- 
tious Deigns  of  all  their  other  Neighbours  beiides. 

Yet  the  French  themfdves  have  of  late  Years  laboured  with 
great  Diligence  not  only  to  raife  a  Maritime  Force,  but  to  ex- 
t^d  their  Trade  into  all  Pkrts  of  the  World,  in  which  they 
have  been  very  (liccefifiil ;  for  though  the  two  laft  general  Wars 
in  a  great  meafure  ruined  their  Navy,  yet  their  Commerce  is 
even  at  this  Jun£hu'e,  or  was  at  leaft  before  the  breaking  out  of 
the  laft  War,  in  a  better  Condition  than  ever.  So  that  the 
Aic  Maritime^Ai^iTs  of  Europe  have  in  this  laft  Century  fuf- 
fcred  a  very  greatChange^  tho*  very  probably  they  may  fufier 
before  its  Period  ftill  a  greater. 

The  like  Attention  to  Commerce  and  Maritime  Power  has, 
widiin  this  fifty  Years,  appeared  in  almoft  every  other  Nation 
in  Europe :  Tne  Swedes  and  Danes  have  fet  up  Eaft  India  Coxsw- 
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ponies  ;  the  Ruffians  have  opened  a  new  and  advantageous  Traf* 
fick,  as  well  on  the  Caff  tan  as  on  the  Black  Sea.  The  Houfe 
cf  Aujiria  (hewed  a  g&t  Defire  of  reviving  die  antient  Com- 
merce of  the  Low  Countries,  and  when  that  was  foimd  imprac-* 
ticable,  made  fome  exceUent  Regulations  at  Triejle  and  Fiume^ 
The  Genoefe  have  within  thefe  few  Years  ere£bd  a  Company  of 
Affurance,  on  purpofe  to  encour^  their  Subjedb  to  venture 
upon  long  Voyages,  and,  if  poffible,  to  recover  their  old  Repu* 
tation  as  a  Maritime  Power.  Nay,  even  the  Spaniards  them* 
felves,  who  in  this  Refpeft  have  flept  for  fuch  a  Number  of 
Years,  have  at  laft  opened  their  Eyes,  ere&d  fome,  and  have 
under  Confideration  the  eredting  feveral  other  Companies,  for 
the  Encouragement  and  Extenfion  of  Trade  through  their  Eu»- 
ropean  and  American  Dominions. 

We  may,  I  think,  fafely  infer  from  thefe  Inilances,  that  die 
Navigation  and  Shipping  of  the  Europeans  in  general,  is,  within 
the  1^  fifty  Years  gready  increafed ;  and  as  a  farther  Proof 
of  this,  we  need  only  coniidcr  die  numerous  Fleets  and  great- 
Embarkations  of  dinerent  Powers,  fuch  as  die  Rujfumsy  Swedes^ 
and  Daws  in  the  North,  the  Invafion  of  Sicify  and  Africa  by: 
the  Spaniard^  and  many  others.  Sir  IVaker  Raleigh  made  a 
very  ingenious  Calculation  of  the  Maritime  Power  of  Eur^  in. 
his  Time,  and  Sir  JVilliam  Petty^  from  better  Lights,  gave  us 
another  Calculation,  whidi  has  been  confidered  as  the  Standard* 
ever  fincc.  He  thought  the  Dutch  had  about  900,000  Ton  in 
Shipping,  Great  Britain  50O5OOO,  Sweden^  Denmark^  and  the 
trading  Towns  in  Germany  250,000,  Portugal  Tind  Italf- 
250,000  likewife,  2nd  France  about  100,000.  But  fmce  duf 
Time  Things  have  alter'd  very  much,  both  with  refped  to  ur 
and  other  Powers,  infomuch  diat  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that  our 
Shipping  was,  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  War,  at  les£b 
.  double  to  whai  it  mieht  be  at  the  Condufion  of  the  Peace  of 
Utrecht.  It  is,  I  muft  freely  acknowledge,  a  very  difficult  thing 
to  pretend  to,  give,  with  any  Degree  of  Exaftnefs,  the  pre- 
font  Proportions  of  Maritime  Power :  however,  till  a  better 
can  be  formed,  I  flatter  myfclf  the  following  Table  may  havt 
iL  Ufes* 
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If  the  Shipping  of   Europe    be  divided  into  Twenty 

Parts,  then 

Great  Britain^  &c.  hath          -        •        «        •  6- 

Tht  United  Pr winces        •         •        ^        •        .  6 

The  Subjefb  of  the  Northern  Crowns        •        •  a 

The  trading  Cities  and  Sea  Ports  of  Germany  and    • 

th6  Aujirian  Netherlands      ^-      -       -       -       -  I 

France        --,.-4»ai.  2 

Spain  sdid  Portugal        .        •        «        «         .i  2 

J^aly  and  die  reft  of  Europe        -        t                '^  I 


The  Grounds  upon  which  this  Calculation  ftands,  would  re- 
-^uire  a  great  deal  (^  Room  to  explain.  And  after  all,  it  might 
flove  no  eafy  Thine  to  perfuade  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  the 
Commerce  only  of  mis  or  that  particular  Country,  to  admit 
diat  the  Computation  is  fairly  made  ^  but  however,  it  wiU,  I 
dare  fay,  be  foun4,  that  fuch  as  are  concerned  for  any  parti- 
cular Country,  will  allow  the  Table  to  be  right  enough  as  to 
the  reft,  which  is  as  much  as  any  one  can  well  expert.  But  bc-^ 
fides  fliewing  the  State  of  Commerce  at  this  Day,  there  is  ano- 
ther great  Ufe  to  which  this  Computation  may  oe  applied,  and 
diat  is  by  way  of  Standard,  to  fee  how  far  one  Power  rifes,  or 
another  finks  in  diis  Refpe6l ;  for  if  ever  it  ftiould  come  to  pafs 
that  tbefe  Proportions  ihould  varv  confiderably,  it  is  plain  that 
this  muft  produce  very  great  ana  fenfible  Alterations  in  the  ge- 
neral State  of  Affairs. 

Thus,  for  Inflance,  if  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  fhould  ever  ac- 
^ire  as  great  a  Proportion  of  Trade  aud  Naval  Force  as  either 
of  the  A^aritime  Powers,  it  would  be  an  Acquifitidn  of  much 
more  Confequence  tlian  any  they  have  hitherto  made  in  Point 
of  Territories  or  Dominion ;  but  at  the  fame  time  we  muft  be 
aware  of  another  Thing,  which  is  this,  not  only  the  Propor- 
tions, but  the  Total  of  .Maritime  Power  may  alter,  and  in 
diat  Cafe  the  Growdi  of  any  particular  State,  though  advan- 
tageous to  itfelf,  would  not  render  it  more  formidable  to 
otneis. 

This  Computation  likewife  fhews  how  much  it  is  the  Inte-  ' 
reft  of  the  Maritime  Powers  to  fuftain  their  Charafters  in  that 
td!sc&,  at  all  Events  i  fince  by  this  Means  gnly  the-^  caxv  "^t^ 
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ferve  their  Independencv,  proteft  their  Subje£b  wherever  they 
may  be  fettled  or  difperied,  and  afEft  their  Allies,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  fuperior  Power  as  well  as  boundlefe  Ambition  of  any  afpl- 
ring  Neighbour.  We  need  not  wonder  then,  at  a  common  No- 
tion which  prevails,  as  if  we  had  a  Right  to  prefcribc  to  fomc 
other  Nations  thc.Bounds  of  their  Naval  Greatnefs.  I  wiO  not  I 
pretend  to  vindicate  the  Exercife  of  fuch  a  Prerogative ;  but,  me- 
thinks,  it  would  be  ho  ill  Stroke  of  Policy,  ihould  any  States 
really  Miftrefs  of  fuch  a  Power,  exert  it  upon  extraordinary  Oc- 
cafions ;  but  under  fuch  Colours  and  Pretences,  as  might  effefiu- 
ally  hide  it :  for  this  may  be  laid  down  as  a  thing  certain,  that 
nothing  is  fo  dangerous  to  a  Maritime  Power  as  Pride,  and^  ia 
confequence  of  that  vicious  Principle,  an  ill  Ufe  of  it. 

What  we  have  before  fpoken  of  Trade  or  Commerce,  may  very 
v/ell  anfwer  the  Ends  expeded  from  it  in  an  Hiftorical  Light,  and 
teach  us  to  judge  tolerably  well  of  the  Nature,  Extent,  and  com* 
parative  Strength  of  what  is  ftiled  Maritime  Power.  But  in  a 
Political  Senfe,  this  will  not  by  any  Means  fuffice.  If  we  will 
really  judge  of  Things  as  they  are,  we  muij  be  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  their  Infides,  and  not  content  ourfdves  with  die 
bare  Confideration  of  Appearances.  We  fee  and  know,  that 
whatever  State  or  Power  is  poflefled  of  extenfive  Trade,  muft 
have  a  great  Naval  Force,  the  EfFecSis  of  which  will  render  her 
condderable ;  yet  it  is  very  requifite  to  know  how  this  arifes,  and 
whv  the  Strength  and  Dominion  of  a  Maritime  Power  is  firmer 
and  more  durable  than  that  which  arifes  from  a  great  Extent  of 
Territory,  Multitudes  of  Subjefis,  or  rich  and  fruitful  Countries, 
which  is  what  I  (hall  endeavour  to  explain  in  very  few  Words, 
and  then  apply  it  to  fome  very  material  Purpofes. 

Fir/l  then.  Trade  is  extremely  ferviceable  to  any  Nation,  kt 
the  Form  of  its  Government  be  what  it  will,  beaiufe  it  intro- 
duces Induftry  and  Arts,  by  which  the  Manners  of  a  People  are 
entirely  altered;  for  it  is  not  abfolutely  the  Number  of  Subjeds^ 
but  the  Number  of  ufeful  Subjedb,  that  makes  any  State  power- 
ful. In  the  next  Place,  it  introduces  Property,  for  without  Se- 
curity with  refpeft  to  that,  it  is  impoffible  that  Trade  (hould  flour- 
riih  ;  and  in  this  refpe(f  b,  it  leilens  fome,  and  takes  away  many 
Inconveniencies,  to  which  every  kind  of  Government  is  from 
its  Nature  liable.  And  laftly,  it  draws  an  almoft  inconceivabk 
Flux  of  People,  wherever  it  is  thoroughly  fixed. 

Hence  we  mav  very  eafdy  affign  me  true  Caufes  of  the  long 
Duration  of Repuolicks  femous  for  Trade,  fuch  as  Tyre  and  Qm- 
ihage  in  ancient  Times,  and  the  Venetians  and  Genoefe  in  later 
Ages.  It  is  impoffible  that  a  Nation  a£live  and  induitrious,  rich 
and  populous,  and  at  the  fame  time  living  under  a  mild  Govern- 
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ment,  fhoiild  not  exert  a  greater  Force  when  emplo/d  In  attack* 
ing  others,  and  have  much  greater  Refources  in  cafe  (he  is  at- 
tacked herfelf,  than  other  States  that  wantthefe  Advantages; 
4ience  it  will  appear  how  the  State  of  Holland  rofe  to  fuch  vaft 
Power  in  fo  (hort  a  Time,  and  how  her  Subje£b  have  been  able 
to  dirive  and  grow  rich  under  Taxes  and  Impofitions,  which  muft 
have  begzar'd  them  in  any  other  Situation  than  that  of  a  trading 
RepubliS. 

Secondly^  Trade  quite  alters  the  comparative  Strength  of  States 
and  Kingdoms,  becaufe  wherever  it  refides,  it  creates  fo  maiiy 
and  fo  great  Advantages,  and  begets  fuch  Rdations  and  Connect 
tions,  as  render  a  Trading  State  infinitely  fuperior  to  her  Neigh- 
bours. For  fuch  a  State,  if  on  the  Continent,  can  fortify  her 
great  Towns  fo  as  to  refifl  a  Power  ten  times  fbonger,  in  refpeft 
to  People  \  (he  can  maintain,  if  it  be  requifite,  great  Numbers 
of  Regular  Troops,  and  on  any  Emergency  can  hire  more  from 
her  Neighbours,  befides  what  (he  may  be  able  to  do  by  the  Help 
of  her  Maritime  Force.  Hence  ariies  that  great  Strength  and 
,  Teal  Power  (hewn  by  Trading  Republicks,  when  attacked  either 
.  \fj  ambitious  Princes,  or  even  by  powerful  Confederacies. 

Thus  the  Venetians  have  often  been  too  hard  for  the  Turksy  the 
Genoefe  for  the  moft  powerful  Princes  in  Italy  \  and  in  earlier 
Times,  the  Lubeckers  for  the  greateft  Powers  in  the  North- 
Hence  the  £imous  League  of  Cambray,  which  was  formed  for  the 
Deftru£tion  of  the  State  of  Fenice  in  1509,  came  to  nothing, 
tho*  the  greateft  Princes  of  that  Time  engaged  in  it,  tho*  the 
Venetians  themfelves  were  guilty  of  fome  Indifcretions,  and 
tho*  they  had  been  much  exhaufted  by  former  Wars.  Thus  aMb 
the  famous  Confederacy  between  France  and  Great  Britain  againft 
Holland  in  1672,  proved  abortive,  tho*  at  the  firft,  even  the 
Dutch  diemfelves  thought  their  Affairs  defperate,  but  ftill  ^eir 
Love  of  Liberty  encouraged  them  to  refift,  and  their  Trade  fiir- 
ni(hed  them  with  the  Means  of  getting  tolerably  out  of  t}iat 
War. 

Thirdly^  Trade  has  not  only  a  very  great  Influence  on  the  par- 
ticular Affairs  of  Nations  fcmrately  confidered,  and  is  almoft  the 
fole  Caufe  of  a  comparative  Difference  in  the  Strength  and  Forces 
of  moft  of  the  Powers  in  Europe^  but  is  alfo  of  infinite  Advan- 
tage to  this  Quarter  of  the  Globe  in  general ;  keeps  us  free  from 
all  Apprehenfions  of  being  over-run  uy  thofe  barbarous  Empires 
which  the  Mahommedan  Religion  has  efbbli(hed  in  the  Worlds 
and  likewife  brings  us  every  tning  that  is  rich  and  coftly,  every 
thing  that  is  curious  and  valuable,  even  from  the  remoteft  Quar- 
ters of  the  Earth ;  fo  that  to  Trade  alone,  is,  ftriftly  fpeakin^^ 
due  that  Superiority  which  at  the  Beginning  of  tivu  Dxfcoxixfc  ^«m 
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attributed  to  this  Part  of  the  World  over  tlie  reft.  In  a  Word, 
it  is  to  Commerce  that  the  People  oi  Europe  owe  their  Freedom 
and  Independency,  their  Learning  and  Arts,  their  extenfive  Co- 
lonies abroad,  their  prodigious  Riches  at  home ;  and  above  all, 
that  Naval  Power,  which  to  much  furpaffes  any  thing  of  the  iame  . 
Kind  in  other  Parts  of  the  World,  and  whatever  was  attempted 
in  that  Way  in  former  Ages. 

But  there's  one  thing  more,  with  rcfpeft  to  Trade,  which  I 
have  not  yet  obferved,  and  which,  for  any  thing  I  know,  has  not 
hitherto  been  confidered  by  any  political  Writer  whatever.  It  ii 
this.  That  the  reciprocal  Conne£Uons  refulting  from  Trade» 
have  quite  altered  the  State  of  Things,  and  produced  widiin 
tliefe  two,  or  at  moft  thefe  three  Centuries  pad,  a  kind  of  new 
Syftem  in  Europe^  or  in  the  Chriftian  Parts  of  Europe  at  leafi,  by 
which  every  State  is  led  to  have  a  much  greater  Concern  thaqt 
formerly  for  what  may  happen  to  another :  aalnftance  will  make 
my  Meaning  perfedUy  intelligible. 

In  former  Ages,  a  Quarrel  in  the  North  could  only  have  afiefi* 
ed  the  North,  but  in  the  laft  Century  Things  were  totally  altcraL 
Both  the  Dutch  and  we  fent  our  Fleets  Into  the  Baltick^  upon  the 
Quarrel  that  happened  between  the  Swedes  and  Danes^  a  litde 
before  the  Reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  Not  long  after  thia^ 
the  Crown  of  Sweden  became  a  contracting  Party  in  the  &mou8 
Triple-Alliance  for  maintaining  the  Peace  of  Europe^  preferviitt: 
the  Spantjb  Low-Countries,  and  fefting  Bounds  to  the  Power  (tf 
France,  After  the  Revolution,  towards  the  Clofe  of  the  Reign 
of  King  IViUiam^  both  the  Maritime  Powers  fent  their  Fleeli 
again  into  the  Baltick^  with  the  fame  View  and  the  fame  Succcfi^ 
and  the  like  has  been  done  more  than  once  fmce.  The  Pretence 
in  all  thofe  Cafes  was,  the  Love  of  Tuflice,  and  an  exadl  Per- 
formance of  Treaties,  in  which  alfo  there  was  fomcwhat  of 
Truth  ;  but  the  great  and  real  Defign  was,  to  prevent  thofe  In- 
con  veniencies  which  mufl  have  befaUen  the  Maritime  Powers,  if 
either  Sweden  or  Denmark  had  been  entirely  undone  by  thofe 
Wars.  We  may  therefore  fafely  fay,  that  the  Ballance  of  Po%vir 
(in  the  flrift  Scnfc  of  that  Phnife)  was  created  by  Trade,  and 
mufl  continue  to  be  the  Objcft  more  efpecially  of  Trading 
Countries,  fo  long  as  they  prefcrve  their  Commerce  and  their 
Freedom. 

It  is  from  a  Senfe  of  this,  that  whenever  any  Power  attempts 
to  opprcfs  anotlier,  or  betrays  a  vifible  Defign  of  heightening  its 
own  Strength  by  attacking  or  conquering  its  Neighbours,  other 
Potcntatts  are  ready  to  interpofc ;  from  a  auick  Senfe,  not  only  of 
tiie  Incoiivcniencies  that  mufl  arife  from  tne  Incroachmcnts  made 
by  fuch  a  Power,  but  from  the  juft  Appreheiiiions  that  this  may, 
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tuad  indeed  muft  pFOve  extremely  prejudicial  to  Commerce  in  ge« 
heial,  and  to  that  of  feveral  Nations  in  pardcukr;  who,  topre^ 
vent  this,  will  not  fcruple  to  take  up  Arms,  as  was  the  Cate  in 
the  two  laft  general  Wars^  as  well  as  in  this.  Thus  it  appears, 
that  the  Balknce  of  Power  is  not  an  empty  Name,  or  an  idk 
Thing,  but  a  vezy  juft  and  fignificant,  tho'  a  new  and  figurative 
Expreffion. 

By  it  we  mean  the  preierving  the  feveral  Governments  of  £fi« 
rop^i  as  far  as  may  be,  in  their  preient  Condition,  and  the  hinder* 
ing  any  Potentate  whatever  from  acquiring  fuch  a  Meafure  of 
Power,  as  may  be  dangerous  or  &tal  to  thole  reciprocal  Interefts 
bdbrementioned,  which  33  they  took  Rife  from,  are  abfblutely 
xiecefiarv  to  the  Continuance  of  Commerce ;  and  any  Attempt 
iipon  wnich,  is  confequently  felt  by  every  Nation  that  has  any 
Share  of  Trade,  and  moi^  of  all  as  they  nave  moft  Trade,  and 
make  the  moft  of  their  Trade,  by  the  Maritime  Powers.  This» 
when  he  has  attentivdv  confidered  it.  the  ingenious  and  judicious 
Reader  will  allow  to  oe  a  fair  and  free  Account  of  a  Matter  of 
great  Importance;  which, unlefs  throu^y,  clearly,  and  perfedly 
underftood,  no  View  of  die  prefent  State  of  Europe  could  be  ex* 
hibited  worthy  of  Credit,  or  capable  of  anfwering  that  End 
^bicb  we  propofed  and  intended 

But  notwithfbnding  we  have  {hewn,  without  any  great  Diffi* 
culty,  how  this  Political  Ballance  arifes ;  yet  it  is  not  auite  fo 
eafy  to  explain  wherein  it  truly  confifh.  For  with  relpedl  t^ 
this,  it  is  very  .certain  that  even  the  ableft  Writers  find  it  a  very 
difficult  Thing  to  diveft  themfelves  of  their  Prejudices.  As  for  In- 
fiance :  A  French  Politician  takes  it  for  grantee!  that  this  BallancQ 
ought  to  be  held  by  the  King  his  Mafter ;  and  never  fo  much  as 
fu^e^  that  this  will,  or  ought  to  be  difputed.  At  Vienna  ss^n^ 
there  is  nothing  clearer  than  that  the  Right  of  holding  the  Bal* 
lance  is  in  the  imperial  Court^  and  he  who  fhould  treat  this  as 
chimerical,  would  be  thought  as  deficient  in  Senfe,  as  in  good 
Manners*  The  moil  judicious  and  fenfible  Authors  that  I  have 
met  with  upon  this  Subject,  are  the  Italia^is^  and  particularly  the 
yenetians ;  for  do  but  grant  them  that  the  Sea  as  well  as  Land  is 
fubjc6l  to  Dominion,  and  that  their  Republick  has  an  indubitable 
Right  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Adriatick^  and  they  will  very 
readily  grant  you  all  that  can  be  defired  inFavour  of  other  Princes 
^nd  States.  • 

The  Struggle  therefore  for  the  Ballance  of  Power,  is  iq  reality 
a  Struggle  for  Power ;  and  fuch  as  from  the  different  Methods  of 
treating  this  Queflion,  prefume  to  fhew  their  Sagacity  by  doubt* 
iTvg  whether  there  be  any  fuch  Thing  at  all,  rather  fhew  their 
Weaknefs  5  for  tho'  it  be  true,  that  in  learned  Dif^juts^  M&tv 


often  differ  mecrly  about  Words,  yet  it  is  otherwise  in  political 
Quarreld,  for  Nations  very  feldom  fall  out  about  nothing.  The 
laft  Part  therefore  of  our  Taflc  is  the  hardcft^  for  it  confifls  in 
(hewing  truly  where  this  fiallance  lies,  which  requires  morePSe- 
netration  and  Impartiality  than  we  can  boaft ;  but,  however,  we 
will  do  the  beft  wc  may,  and  leave  the  reft  to  be  fupplied  by  tfaq 
Obfervations  and  Refleftions  of  the  judicious  Reader.  * 

In  the  firft  Place,  it  is  certainly  the  Intereft  of  all  the  Poiwen 
in  Europe  to  fupport  each  other's  Independency,  and  to  prevent 
any  Thing  that  has  the  Appearance  of  an  Univerfal  Monarcliyy 
or  the  introducing  the  Influence  of  one  Court  over  the  greatdft 
Part  of  the  reft ;  becaufe  this  muft  be  detrimental  to  the  whok^ 
and  prgudicial  to  the  Freedom,  Learning,  Arts,  Manu&dhiTB 
and  Commerce  of  Europe  in  general. 

This  we  learn  not  only  from  the  Principles  of  true  Policy,  but 
alfo  from  the  unerring  Lights  of  Experience ;  iince  it  is  impoC* 
fible  to  aflign  a  Time  when  the  Powers  of  Europe  in  general 
made  fo  mean  a  Figure  as  when  tlie  Emperor  Charles  V.  or  his 
Son  PhiUp  n.  were  neareft  the  Accompliftiment  of  their  amU* 
tious  Views,  and  had  in  a  Manner  all  the  other  Potentates  at 
their  Mercy,  or  at  their  Devotion. 

But  befiaes  the  general  Ballance  of  Power,  there  are  three  par- 
ticular Ballances  which  ought  to  be  attended  to  and  fupported ; 
becaufe  if  any  of  thefe  be  weakened  or  deftroyed,  it  will  be  al- 
moft  impoilible  to  prcferve  the  reft.  The  nrft  of  thefe  is  the 
Ballance  of  the  Northy  where  the  Power  of  RuJJia  is  chiefly  ta 
be  apprehended.  There  is  no  anfwering  for  the  Views  of  any 
Court,  becaufe  they  arc  perpetually  changing ;  the  only  Security 
that  can  be  had,  muft  refult  from  the  prefcribing  proper  Bounds 
to  all ;  and  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  this  chiefly  depends  on  the  Ma- 
ritime Powers,  who  are  always  able  and  ought  to  be  ever  willing 
to  maintain  that  Equilibrium  there  which  fubfifts  at  prefent.  In 
this  they  have  Reafon  to  cxpeft,  if  flie  is  true  to  her  own  Inte- 
reft, the  Concurrence  of  France^  to  whom  an  abfolute  and  over-. 
bearing  Power  in  the  North  would  be  as  fatal  as  to  any  other 
State,  become  ftic  muft  becaufe  dependent  upon  it  for  ner  Na- 
val Stores,  and  find  her  Grandeur  in  other  Refpeib  greatly  di» 
miniftied. 

The  fecond  Ballance  of  Power  is  in  Germany^  where,  for  Ac 
common  Peace  and  Safct)'  of  Eur  ope j  it  is  neceflary  the  Confti- 
tution  of  the  Empire  mould  be  maintained  ;  which  however 
cannot  be  done,  if  either  the  Imperial  Dignity  be  transferred  to 
a  Houfe  more  potent  than  all  the  reft,  or  if  any  other  Power  be 
permitted  to  give  Laws  to  the  Emperor  and  Empire.  At  pre- 
fent^ 
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ient,  the  Ballance  of  Germany  feems  to  depend  upon  poifing  pro>» 
perly  the  two  great  Houfes  of  Aufiria  and  Brandenburgh^  and 
preventing  either  from  giving  a  new  Form  to  Things  in  that 
Country,  which,  confioering  the  Intereft  which  feveral  of  its 
Princes  have  in  other  Parts,  muft  from  its  Confequences  necei^ 
farily  throw  all  Europe  into  Confufion. 

The  third  Ballance  is  in  Italy  ;  where  the  feveral  Princes  and 
States  feem  to  underiland  their  own  Intereft  the  beft  of  any. 
Upon  this  Principle,  it  feems  reafonable  to  preferve  both  the 
Houfes  of  Aufiria  and  Bourbon  in  the  Pofleffion  of  their  Domi* 
nions  in  that  Country,  fmce  if  either  fhould  be  expell'd,  the 
other  would  foon  be  abfolutely  Mafter  of  the  whole  ;  for  the 
fame  Reafon  it  is  expedient  that  the  firft  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  fettled  there,  fhould  not  only  be  Sovereign,  but  altoge- 
ther independent,  which,  in  the  Courfe  of  a  few  Years,  muft 
neceflarily  change  the  Face  of  Ai!airs  there,  and  bring  that 
Power  to  ?&  under  the  fame  Political  Maxims  with  the  reft  of 
the  Princes  and  States  of  Italy. 

It  (eems  likewife  requifite  for  the  Security  of  this  Ballance^ 
that  the  Power  of  his  Sardinian  Majcfty  (hould  be  extended, 
becauie  every  Acceffion  of  Territory  to  him,  muft  fix  him 
more  eftefhially  to  thofe  Principles  wnich  conduce  to  the  Peace 
and  Profperity  of  Italy ;  and  tho'  Accidents  mav  happen,  and 
may  for  a  Time  oblige  him  to  temporize,  or  perhaps  a£l  incon- 
fiftendy  in  regard  to  this  Ballance  ;  yet  it  is  certain  nothing  but 
teal  Neceffity,  and  being  reduced  to  downright  Defpair,  aui 
carry  him  into  an  Alliance  &tal  to  his  own  uidependency,*as 
well  as  to  the  Interefts  of  his  Subjects,  and  the  conunon  Good  of 
Cbn^embm, 

I  think  it  would  be  needlefs  to  infift  farther  upon  this  Subje£t^ 
or  to  enter  into  a  long  Difcuflion  of  the  Rights  the  other 
Princes  of  Europe  have  to  reduce  that  which  would  give  Law  to 
them  all  fince  this  is  fufficiently  guarded  againft  by  my  firft 
Principle ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  only  obferve,  jdiat  Peace  and 
good  Neighbourhood,  the  Encouragement  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
and  the  rurfuit  of  Manufii^res  and  Commerce,  as  they  are 
agreeable  to  the  Intereft  of  every  particular  State,  fo  they  are 
beft  for  the  whole,  and  would  contribute  to  render  every  parti- 
cular Countiy  of  Europe  infinitely  more  populous,  and  the 
People  in  all  Countries  much  more  happy^,  than  any  vain  Endea- 
vours to  aggrandize  particular  Families  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Human  Spcciea* 
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CHAP.    III. 

The  prefent  State  and  political  Interefts  of  the  RussiAir 
Empire  truly  and fticcinSlly  refrefenud. 

THERE  is  nothing  more  natural  in  a  Work  of  Au 
Nature  than  to  bq^in  with  the  Northern  Kingdoms  of 
Europe ;  for  in  treating  of  thefe  we  fliall  luve  an  Opportunitv  It 
explain  thoroughly,  and  to  enforce  fully,  thofe  Conftdentiooi 
that  have  been  already  mentioned,  and  the  political  Prindpki 
that  have  been  laid  down,  as  well  in  regard  to  Nations  in  gen^ 
ral,  as  to  that  particular  BaUance  of  Power  which  has  been  far 
icveral  Ages,  and  which  is  like  to  continue  the  Syftem  of  tl|C 
Northern  Crowns.  Amongft  thefe,  as  the  Imperial  Diadem  of 
Riijpa  is  by  far  the  moil  confiderable,  fo  there  can  be  nothiiig 
more  juft  than  to  allow  it  Precedence. 

It  is  not  at  all  requifitc  that  we  fhould  enter  into  the  anticnl 
Hiftory  of  this  Empire,  and,  in  truth,  this  is  a  Circumftanoe 
much  in  our  &vour ;  fortiothing  can  be  covered  with  deqiff 
Obfcurity  than  that  Period  of  Time  amongft  the  Ruffians^  AO 
wc  know  with  Certainty  is,  that  about  Eight  hundred  Years  ago 
they  were  converted  to  Chriftianity,  when  their  Sovereign  mar- 
ried the  Sifter  of  one  of  the  Greek  Emperors ;  but  after  thiii 
they  fell  under  great  Difficulties,  were  abfolutely  fubdued  by  the 
potent  Monarcns  of  the  Tartars^  and  were  fcarce  heard  of  or 
known  in  Europe  as  a  confiderable  Nation,  till  about  die 
middle    of  the  fifteenth  Century. 

They  were  then  governed  by  JolmBafilowitZj  a  Prince  JulUy 
ftigmatizcd  for  his  Tyranny,  but  at  the  fame  time  a  Prince 
who  wanted  not  cither  a  Head  or  a  Heart :  he  found  himfelf 
acknowledged  the  Sovereign  of  a  very  large  Tradt  of  Countryy 
tho'  at  thcTame  time  the  J^ercife  of  his  Authority  was  cozifined 
vv  itliin  very  narrow  Bounds ;  for  abfolute  Power  has  been  in  aD 
Times,  and  in  all  Places,  a  Thing  fo  terrible,  that  many  different 
Methods  have  been  made  ufe  of,  even  in  Countries  where  it  is 
the  acknowledged  Conftitution,  to  keep  it  in  Bounds.  Among^ 
the  Rujfmusy  the  Czar^  or  fupreme  Lord,  was  treated  with  a 
Degree  of  Reverence  that  favoured  not  a  little  of  Divine  Ho- 
nour ;  but,  notwithftanding  this,  the  hereditary  Governors  of 
provinces  retained  the  eflcntial  Exercifc  of  Power  in  their  own 
Hands,  and  except  thofe  extravagant,  (hameful,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  ufelefe  Marks  of  Submiffion,  tlicy  left  very  litdc 
more  to  the  fupreme  Monarchy  than  the  Revenues  of  the  Tern- 
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tsay  of  Mfcow,  for  die  Support  of  his  Houihold ;  whence  IMI 
was  ftilcd  by  Strangers  Grand  Duke  of  Mufcffvy^  a  Title  neve^* 
owned  bv,  and  indeed  hardly  known  to  his  Subjefls. 

But  John  BaJUowitx  was  not  of  a  Difpofition  to  be  (atisfied  iit 
any  Decree  with  this  £uitaftick  Greatne& ;  and  therefore,  having 
begun  by  fowing  Sedition  amongft  thefe  inferior  Princes,  he,  by 
Degrees,  reduced  them  all,  and,  at  length,  made  an  Irruption 
into  Lkfoma^  which,  he  pretended,  was  held  of  him  by  the 
Knights  who  were  in  Pofleffion  of  it,  v^ich  had  terrible  Efieds. 
It  was  in  oider  to  cover  themlelves  from  the  Oppreffion  of  fo 
dieadfid  a  Power,  that  Part  of  that  Countnr  fubmitted  to  the 
Swtdes^  and  that  the  Grand  Mafter  Gotofnd  Kmltr^  renouncing 
that  Title,  fubmitted  to  the  Republick  of  Poland^  and  accepted 
as  a  Fief  die  Dutcby  of  Cmrkmdj  which  he  had  before  held  in 
Sovereignty. 

We  may  form  fome  Idea  of  the  Loftinels,  and  4ndiculou9 
Fride  of  this  Conqueror,  and  fome  of  his  Succeflbrs,  from  th# 
ibUowing  Circumftance ;  diat  diey  would  not  vouchikfe  to  treat 
with  the  Kings  of  Sweden^  or  to  have  anv  Intercourfe  with  them' 
whatever  dire£Uy ;  but  left  all  Tran^^ons  with  that  Power  to 
the  Governor  of  N&v9g9r6d\  upon  which  ftran^  Piece  of  Va« 
jiity,  even  the  late  Czar  Peter  I.  valued  himfelf  not  a  litde,  in 
the  Manifefto's  which  he  publifhed  againft  Charles  the  Twelfth^ 
during  the  long  War  duit  fubiifted  between  them. 

In  die  fixteenth  Century,  the  Troubles  in  the  Ruffian  Empire 
save  great  Advantages  to  the  Swedes^  who  made  themlelves  Ma- 
Sers  of  feveral  of  the  Diftri£b  neardd  to  their  own  Dominions^ 
as  well  as  extended  their  Conquefls  in  Livonia^  i;diich,  at  lafl:,^ 
humbled  the  Pride  of  the  Ruffian  Monarchs  fo  much,  that  to- 
wards the  Qofe  of  that  Century,  they  were  glad  to  conclude  a 
Peace  with  Sweden ;  by  which  2JI  Pretentions  were  given  up  Xjy 
Ltvoma  and  Efthonia^  me  Swedes^  at  the  (ame  time,  quitting  the 
Province  of  Carelia^  which,  togedier  with  Ingria,  diey  exprelsly 
acknowledged  to  be  dependent  upon  the  Government  of  Nov^ 
■gerod. 

But  diis  Peace  lafted  not  long ;  for  inteftine  Divifions  breaking 
out  again  in  Ruffia^  the  Swedes  made  their  Advantage  of  them,  as 
before;  and  at  laft,  having  the  Czar  in  a  Manner  at  their  Mercy, 
they  were  with  much  ado  prevailed  upon,  by  an  Englijh  Minifter 
lent  by  King  James  I.  to  liften  to  Terms  of  Accommodation, 
which  procimccd  a  Peace  figned  February  the  twent)'-feventh 
1616,  in  the  Village  of  Stolbowoy  by  which  the  Ruffians  not  only 
quitted  all  Claim  to  Lruonia  and  EJihonia^  but  likewife  gave  up 
the  Provinces  of  bigria  and  CareJia,  together  with  all  the  adja- 
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tent  Couhtry,  las  &r  as  the  River  Neva^  and  the  Iflands  at  dtf 
Mouth  of  that  River. 

Thus  the  Reader  fees,  how  the  Ruffian  Empire  was  deprived 
of  thofe  Provinces,  which  fhe  has  fmce  recovered  from  the 
Swedes ;  which  is  a  Point  of  ereat  Confequence  to  be  remembraL 
Nor  will  it  be  amifs,  to  obferve  here,  that  it  was  an  eftabliflwd 
Maxim  with  the  Swedesy  and  indeed,  with  all  the  reft  of  die 
Northern  Powers,  to  keep  the  Ruffians  as  far  as  poffible  from  the 
Baltickj  that  they  might  have  no  Communigation  with  odier 
European  Powers  ;  having  a  juft  Foreiight  of  thofe  Inconveni- 
cncies  that  might  produce,  and  which  diey  have  iince  fdt  vcn 
fevcrely.  It  was  with  this  View,  that  they  inferted  expn 
Claufes  in  fome  of  their  Treaties  with  the  Hanfe  Towns  trading 
to  Rigay  Nervoy  and  other  Places  in  that  Neighbourhood,  dot 
they  mould  not  furnifh  the  Mufcovites  with  any  Kind  of  Armi 
ofFenfive  or  defenfivc,  or  with  any  Sort  of  Military  Stores  or 
Ammunition  whatever  j  fo  apprehenfive  they  were  of  the  inteml 
Strength  of  that  Power,  which  the  reft  of  the  European  Crown 
werefcarcely  acquainted  with,  and  of  which,  without  QueftioOi 
they  had  but  very  impcrfed):  and  indiftindt  Notions. 

The  Treaty  laft  mentioned,  by  which  fuch  important  Cef- 
fions  were  made  to  the  Crown  of  Swedeny  was  concluded  widi 
Michael  FoedorowiiZy  the  firft  Prince  of  the  prcfent  reigning  Fa- 
mily, who  was  a  Son  of  a  Patriarch  of  the  Greek  Church,  by  t 
Daughter  of  John  Bajilowitz,  He  afcended  the  Throne  in  1613, 
and  reigned  many  Years ;  during  which,  the  Empire  recovered 
in  a  ercat  Meafure  from  that  deplorable  Condition  in  which  he 
found  it.  He  was  fuccceded  by  his  Son  Alexius  Aiichaekfwitx^ 
who  had  fome  TTioughts  of  recovering  die  Provinces  torn  from 
his  Dominions  by  the  Swedes,  and  with  that  View  entered  into 
a  War  with  Charles  Gujlavusy  King  of  Sweden,  in  which,  at 
firft,  he  had  fome  Succeis ;  but  a  Reoellion  breaking  out  in  die 
Kingdom  of  J/Iracan,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  Conqucfts 
to  the  Swedesy  that  he  might  have  Dcifure  to  fupprefs  that  Rebd- 
lion,  which  he  happily  accompliflied. 

This  Monarch  died  in  1675  j  he  had  by  his  firft  Wife  two 
Sons,  Fedor,  and  Iwan,  and  diree  Daughters,  Sophioy  A4arj, 
and  Catharine ;  by  his  fecond  Confort  Natalia  Kirilowrusy  the 
Daughter  of  his  Prime  Minifter  Kirili  Poluchrowitz  Narifiin,  he 
had  a  Son  and  a  Daughter,  viz.  Peter  Alexowitz,  born  jfune  the 
Eleventh  1672,  and  Natalia,  Fedor  the  eldeft  Son  fucceeded 
his  Father,  and  being  of  a  ficklv  Conftitution,  was  aififtcd  in 
his  Adminiftration  by  his  Sifter  oophia.  He  died  in  1682,  and 
knowing  his  Brother  Iwan  to  be  yet  lefs  capable  of  govemine, 
than  himfelf,  he  nominated  Peter,  his  younger  Brother,  for  his 

^iucceflbr  \ 
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jSucceflbr;  but  by  the  Intereft  of  the  Prince^  Sophia^  aficr 
Fedor''s  Demife,  tne  dder  Brother  was  alfo  afTociated  with  him 
in  the  Government;  but  by  reafon  of  his  Incapacity,  never  had 
any  confiderable  Share  in  the  Adminiilration. 

This  was  that  Petir  AUxowitz]\A\j  furnamed  the  Gnaty  the 
Father  and  Founder  of  that  Ruffian  Empire,  which  makes  (b 
^orious  a  Figure  at  this  Day»  and  which  will  be  known,  as  one 
of  the  greatcR  Powers  in  the  World,  to  lateft  Pofterity.  At  the 
Time  of  his  Acceffion,  he  found  the  greateft  Part  of  his  Domi- 
nions mere  Delarts,  iprinkled  here  and  there  with  a  few  great 
Cities,  and  icarce  defended  by  any  Fortreiles  of  Confequence. 
The  Port  of  Archangel  was  almoft  the  only  one  in  his  Territo- 
ries; at  leaft,  that  was  frequented  by  Stran£ps :  Hewasnotonlv 
very  little  refpeded,  but  on  many  Occsmons  infulted,  by  his 
Neighbours,  amongft  whom  the  barbarous,  but  martial  Nation 
pSCrim  Tartarsj  entered  his  Territories  at  Pleafure,  and  had  for- 
merly been  Matters  of  his  Capital.  The  Tarts  looked  upon 
him  as  their  Dependent  -,  the  Poles  were  more  than  a  Match  for 
bim  ;  and  the  Swedes  contemn'd  him.  But  at  the  Time  of  *his 
Deceafe,  he  left  Things  qiute  in  another  Condition.  He  had 
torn  from  Sweden  fome  of  her  beft  Provinces,  or  rather  reco- 
vered thofe  of  which  his  Anceftors  were  defpoiled ;  and  in  them 
he  ere6ted  his  new  Capital  of  Peterjburgh.  He  taught,  not  his 
Nd^ibours  only,  but  all  Europe  to  re(pe£t  him  \  and  eftablifhed 
not  barely  a  new  Power  in  the  North,  but  a  new  Maritime 
Power,  created  by  his  own  Skill  \  and  I  may  fay  literally,  wrought 
^with  his  own  Hands ;  for  he  knew  how  to  build  Ships,  as  well 
as  to  command  them ;  and  was  not  only  a  Soldier  and  Seaman, 
as  weO  as  Statefman,  but  all  thefe  in  PenefUon.  He  was  called, 
^d  which  was  a  much  higher  Honour,  he  deferved  to  be  called, 
the  Father  of  his  Country.  He  afTumed  the  Title  of  Emperor, 
and  left  it  to  his  Confort,  and  his  Family,  who  now  enjoy  it 
without  Difpute,  as  an  Inheritance  purchaied  by  his  Virtues. 

This  H-eat  Monarch  died  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1725, 
and  waslucceeded  by  his  fecond  Confort,  the  Emprefs  Catharine^ 
a  Lady  whom  he  liad  raifed  to  his  Bed,  purely  from  the  Confi* 
deration  of  her  Merit.  She  governed  this  great  Empire  on  the 
iame  Principles  by  which  it  was  founded  \  and  during  her  whole 
Reign  wasrefpefted  by  her  own  Subjefls,  and  by  all  the  Powers 
oi  Europe^  as  the  worthy  Succeflbr  of  fo  great  a  Monarch.  Yet 
flie  enjoyed  this  high  Dignity  but  for  a  very  (hort  Space,  dying 
in  the  Month  oi  may  1727,  and  leaving  the  Empire  to  the 
Grandfon  of  her  deceafed  Lord.  Rujpa,  from  being  governed 
by  a  Woman,  fell  under  the  Dominion  of  a  Child,  who  w:^ 
the  Emperor  Peter  H.  Grandfcn  to  Peter  the  Great^  the  laft 
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Heir  Male  of  his  Famil;js  and  in  the  Hands  of  an  ambitious 
Statefman,  Prince  Menzikof^  the  Favourite  of  Peter^  and  no 
lefs  fo  of  the  late  Czarina  Catharine. 

Wc  may  eafily  conceive  that  the  Czar  Peter  I.  had  laid  the 
Foundations  of  the  Ruffian  Monarchy  deep,  when  we  fec^  that 
it  not  only  continued  to  fubfift,  but  to  flourifh  alfo,  notwith- 
fianding  thefe  Accidents^  than  which  none  could  be  more  dan- 
^ous  in  their  Nature  to  a  new-raifed  Government.  Prince 
Men^dkoff'Wis  a  Man  of  boundlels  Ambition,  and  at  the  Time 
of  the  young  Emperor's  Acceffion,  had  the  whole  Power  of 
the  Empire  in  his  Hands.  He  had  framed  a  Dei^  of  xaifii^ 
his  Daughter  to  the  Rank  of  Emprefs ;  and  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  he  might  have  fuccceded  in  this  View,  if  he  had  not  by  an 
Act  of  Iniolence  incurred  the  young  Emperor's  Difpleafiire^  who 
tho'  he  was  but  twelve  Years  old  at  his  Acccflion,  yet  had  fo 
much  Senfe  and  Spirit,  that  he  difgraced  and  banifhed  this  too 
powerful  Subje<Sl,  and  coniifcated  aS  his  Eftate.  He  afterwards 
railed  the  Princes  Dolgorouki  to  the  higheft  Employments  in  the 
Empire,  and  actually  efpoufed  the  Princcfs  Catharine^  Daughter 
to  Prince  Alexis^  and  Sifter  to  the  Princes  Sergius  and  John ;  btft 
before  the  Marriage  was  confummated,  he  was  icizec!  with  the 
Small-Pox,  of  which  he  died  on  the  19th  of  January  1730. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Imperial  Family  is,  in  this  Countnr, 
the  Hiftory  of  the  Empire ;  which  •  is  the  Reafon  that  we  innft 
upon  it;  and  from  thence  alone  the  Reader  may  collect  what  is 
of  greateft  Confcquence  towards  underftanding  the  publidc 
Occurrences  in  Rujjia.  Upon  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  Peter 
II.  the  regular  Succeffion  in  that  Empire  was  at  a  ftand.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Will  of  the  Emprefs  Catharine^  her  cldcft  Daugh- 
ter Anne  Petroivna^  Dutchefe  of  Holjlein^  ought  to  have  been 
called  to  the  Throne,  but  flie  died  the  Year  after  her  Mother, 
and  left  behind  her  a  Son,  who  was  at  that  lime  about  two 
Years  old ;  and  therefore  the  Senate  and  Nobility  of  RuJJia^ 
to  avoid  fo  tedious  a  Minority,  rcfolvcd  not  to  adhere  to  this 
Will ;  for  which  they  cftublifticd  this  Pretence,  that  it  was 
vacated  by  the  Declaration  of  the  late  Emperor  upon  his 
Death-bed,  who  had  appointed  another  Succeffor,  tliough  at 
fiift  they  could  not  agree  among  thcmfclvcs  who  tlicy  mould 
declare  this  Succclfor  to  be ;  by  which  it  v/as  very  manifeft, 
tiiat  notwithftandinj'  their  Ailcitions,  tlie  voii;j2:  Emperor  in  rca- 
iity  made  no  fuch  Declaration. 

It  has  been  reported,  that  fomc  of  the  principal  Nobility  had 
Thoughts  of  changing-  the  (joveriimcnt  into  a  Rcpublick, 
but  that  finding  thib  would  be  impractic:iblc,  they  framed  a 
riwW  Scheir.c  of  RJ"'.  whic!]  w:ib',  to  e-.  Vi;rii  rkc  Empire  them- 
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,  allowing  only  the  Name  and  Eniigns  of  Sovereign  Au* 
7  to  one  of  the  Imperial  Family.  The  next  Coniideration 
who  this  Perfon  fhould  be,  and  after  fome  Debate,  they 
heir  Eyes  upon  the  Princcis  Anna  Iwanowruty  Dutchefs  of 
mdy  of  the  Imperial  Line  indeed,  but  out  of  all  the  Rules 
xeffion.  She  was  the  fccond  Daughter  of  the  Emperor 
otjdm^  elder  Brother  to  Petir  the  Great ^  and  who,  as  we 
:  ohferved,  was  for  fome  time  his  AiTociate  in  die  Em- 

but  then  {he  had  an  elder  Sifter  Catharine  Iwanowna^ 
mi  married  to  the  Duke  of  MeckUnhmrgb^  to  whom,  if 
icceffion  was  to  devolve  firft  on  the  Daughters  of  the  elder 
er,  the  Imperial  Crown  fhould  have  come,  but  her  Huf- 
was  en^i^ed  in  a  kind  of  Civil  War  with  his  Nobility  ; 
lerefore  it  was  ^ven  out,  that  for  fecuring  the  Peace  and 
|uillity  of  his  Subjedls,  the  young  Emperor  Peter  II.  paf- 
ler  by,  had  called  her  younger  Sifter  to  the  Succeffion, 
,  foon  after  his  Death,  (he  was  invited  to  accept, 
e  Princes  Dolgorouki  and  their  Fa£lion,  who  took  upon 
the  Management  of  this  Aftair,  afligned  the  new  £m- 
1  Council,  framed  a  new  Conflitution  for  the  Empire, 
mited  her  Authority  as  they  thought  proper  >  to  which 
itions  (he  confentecL  But  as  foon  as  the  Czarina  was 
ipon  the  Throne,  (he  cancelled  all  thefe  Limitations,  and 
ed  the  Authors  of  them.  She  nude  choice  of  grave  and 
^en  for  her  Minifters,  and  gave  the  Command  of  her 
s  to  very  abk  and  experienced  Generals,  which  enabled 
•  govern  with  great  Reputation,  and  to  maintain  the 
of  her  Empire,  with  refpe£t  to  the  reft  of  Europe^  in  as 
I  D^ree  as  any  of  her  Predeceflbrs.  She  aftbrdcd  the 
mperor  of  Germany^  Charles  VI.  a  powerful  Succour  a- 

tne  Houfe  of  Bourbon  \  fhe  feated  the  prefent  King  of 
f  upon  the  Throne  of  his  Father,  notwithftanding  all  the 
and  in  fpite  of  the  Arms  of  France  j  fhe  made  War  a- 
the  Turks  with  »eat  Succcis,  and  in  the  Courfe  of  the 
otally  ruined  the  rower  of  the  Crim  Tartars.  In  a  Word, 
lade  her  Government  as   much  rcfpe6led  as   from  the 

of  her  extended  Dominions  it  ought  to  be,  and  con- 
fuch  Alliances  with  Foreign  States,  as  w6re  moft  proper 
intaining  that  Sj^em  of  Government,  which  fhe  laboured 
blifli. 

brought  to  her  Court  her  Neice,  the  Princefs  Ann  of  Meek- 
g,  the  Daughter  of  her  eldeft  Sifter,  and  married  her  to 
Anthony  Ulric  of  Brunhuick  Beveren^  refolvine  to  call  the 
F  this  Marriage  to  the  aucceflion.  The  only  Error  in  her 
nment  was,  uie  confiding  ahnoft  wholly  in  Strangns^  nv^ 
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particularly  Ctr/w'/T,  with  whom  (he  filled  her  Councils-  and 
Armies,  which  raifcd  a  ttrong  Spirit  of  Envy  and  RcfentmeiiC 
in  the  Ruffian  Nobility,  who  could  not  bear  with  Pkticnce,  Ifc 
ving  in  a  atate  of  Siibicflion  to  Foreigners.  This  Di(pGiiooi| 
began  to  flicw  itfolf  with  great  Vehemence  towards  the  latlfef 
End  of  the  Life  of  the  Kmptds,  who  in  order  to  extingiiifli  i^ 
had  Recourie  to  extraordinniy  ASs  of  Severity,  vriiich  ¥rere  ib 
far  from  having  the  dcfircd  EflFoft,  that  they  highly  encreafed  ft^" 
infomuch  that  the  Czarina  became  very  apprchenfive  of  the  Con-r 
fliquenoesy  for  defeating  of  w«hich  flie  made  the  beft'Piwilion  tfiat 
was  in  her  Power. 

The  Princefs  of  MeckUnb$urfW7A  delivered  of  a  Sonr  <^^. 
twelfth  of  y/iifti^  1740,  whMi  the  Cxarina^  aor-oitiing  to'  thi;^ 
RMiffian  ConiKtution  eftaUifliM  by  P^/r  the  GrcM,  nained  \^ 
Succcflbr,  and  directed  that  the  Prince  his  Fathet^  and  tKe'Gnuif 
Dutchefs  his  Mother,  (bpuld  be  his  Guardiatis  \  flie  like^fe^p^ 
pointed  a  Council  about  the  yoimg  Emperor,  whom  (be  thoii^' 
the  mdl  capable  of  fuftaining  the  Weight  of  Afl&irs,  andofpi^ 
ferving  Tilings  in.  that  Condition  wherein   (he    intended  tk: 
leave  them.     At  die  Head  of  this  Council,,  with  the  Titfe  dP* 
R^nt,.  was  the  Diike  of  Ceurland^  her  great  Favourite,  wheal!' 
file  had  railed  to  chat  Dignity,,  and  who  had  the  principal  Dtrec* 
tion  of  Aflairs  in.  her  Reign:.   Baron  Ofttrmany.Hi^  ChanceBor 
of  Ruffufy  had  the  Rank  oB  Prime  Nliniftet,  a  Peribn  of  grai 
Experience,-,  and  through  whoTc  Hands,-  whatever  related  to  Fo^V 
reien  Afiairs,  had  pafled:  for  many  Years.     Count  Afunich^  wha 
had  fcrvcd  with  fo  much  Repuution  ^inft'  the  Tvris^  was  at  the^ 
Head  of  the  Army  with  the  Titlb  (3l  Field^arftal  ^   fo  that ' 
there  fecmed  no  great  Reafon  to  doubtthc  Government  might  be 
carried  on  as  wcfi  as  in  the  former  Minority ;-  and  flattered  with, 
thefc  fair  Hopes,  tlie  Empreis  jf^tnoi  kvanowna  died,  in  OdAer, 
L740. 

The  Emperor  was  immediately  owned  by  the  Senate  and  Peo^ 
pie-  in  his  Cradle,  and  the  Marquis  de  la  CbeterSty  the  French^ 
JVlinitler,  made  his  Imperial  Maioly  a  long  Spoech  upon  die  Oc" 
cafion,  in  which  he  afllired  him.  of  the  fincere  Friend(hip  06 
Louis  XV,  to  Iwan^  or  John^  Soverei^  o£all  thd  Ruffians..  But 
as  if  Pro^cflions  of  French  Friend(hip  were  ominous  to  aO 
Princes,  It  vras  not  long  before  it  appeared,  .that  this  Government 
dnild  not  fubfift  in  the  Form  in  which  it  ftood'  byihe  late  £m^ 
prc&'sWlU.    The  Prince  of  £r«n/iiMV4and  theGmnd;Datche& 
themfdves  ventured:  upon  a  great  Alteration ;  (or  they  thought 
fit  not  only  to  remove  fronvnis- Share  in  the  Government,  but. 
to  feize  on  the  Perfon  of  the  Dtike  of  Courlamly  and  to  Wiifh 
him  andbisf  amily  inU>  Siitria^  Tbii  was  a  great  Stroke,  and* 
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yti  U  Was  mafugc4  with  fo  oiuch  Addre&  and  Dcsterit^  atAol 
tooccafiontmy  great  Stir  or  BIoo4Ched  in  die  Execubon,  and 
Iwdhr  4Q)f  Noife  or  Tumult  in  its  ConCsquencas^  which  ^(/  a£ 
tint  T ioie  reg^udod  aa  a  very  favourable  Circuinflanoey  ferved, 
if  not  for  aPrBcedeat^  at  kaft  for  a  Prdude  to  aRevohidon  of 
fiir  greater  Importuioe^  with  a  fuocixlA  Account  of  wfaich  wv 
uaU  condude  0iir  Hiftoiical  Meinoi^ 

/'^l^  die  Great  left  behind  hifl^  a  Dau^ter,  WhofeNameWM 
Mfi^aM  Parmmm,  a  Lady  of  dilUna^flied  Acoompliffl^ 
wi  pow  ^boiit  thiity-dMit  Years  ot  Age»  She  haid  lived  at 
Qnir^  during  the  Us  Reifii^  in  aManner  and  under  Gilcum- 
fl«ace^  fiur-  moiidi  frooi  beiiig  fuitaUe  to  her  Birth  x  and  the 
IVudcope  of  her  oebKviour^  jointed  to  that  ^lagnanimitv  with, 
iriudllhr  hud  fiMMod  her  Miaiartunei^  had  fudi  an  Influeoot^ 
on  ali  who  behdd  hor,  tbatfhehadlongrognedindieHaailsof 
b^  JVki^  whileethers  reigned  upon  me  Tlurone»  At  laft»  tho-: 
wi^  JUiaan  N^ftt,  Pruices,  Nolnlity^  Senators»  Soldkni 
ia4  mn  v»  Popidace»  teftified  fuch  an  Afieftion  for  her,  that 
b|ie.«4«>  had  ferved  her  Fadier  widi  Fidelity,  and  now  enjoyed 
dNi  JBcwards  of  their  Services,  refolved  to  hazard  all  for  her  J>^ 
K^emioe,  and  to  iifi|ue  every  thing  to  recover  her  juft  lights* 
They  attempted  it,  cuid  Providence  gave  a  Bleffing  to  the  At* 
lasapt  i  this  Revolution  happened  in  a  fin^  Night.  On  d»e 
fifidi  of  Z>Mfa»fer  the  Princefii  EUzahtb  was  a  kind  of  Prifoner  ia 
At  fawerial  Palace>  and  on  the  fixth  fhe  was  ibited  on  the  Ipwe^ 
rial  Throne,  and,  the  Tongues  of  herSufaiefb  being  fetatli- 
bMT»  fidutod  £inpfc&  of  aU  the  iiir^  by  tne  unaninoua  Voice 
of  the  People. 

.TIieEinprcfeJE/issahi&wasnofooner  poilefled  of  the  Crown 
of  herittubious  AnceAors,  than  (he  cave  the  hiriieft  Mvks  of 
diofe  Virtues  which  render'd  her  worthy  of  that  Elevation,  and 
which  hn:  fonner  Circumflances  had  concealed.  She  rewwM 
b^ood  dieir  ExpeSations  fiich  as  had  contribltted  to  this  great 
Revohidon^  and  (be  fu^er'd  thofis  who  had  perlecutBd  her  under 
the  fonner  R^^9  ^  cfiape  much  better  than  diey  had  Reafoa 
to  expe£t  She  caufed  many  t»f  the  Abuies  that  had  beea 
ronsmitmd  in  the  Management  ef  die  Affairs  of  theXm« 
piDB  to  be  radreffiyL  ^  ttftored  die  great  Families  of  .Ki^ 
to  their  juft  &anks»  andentrufted  them  with  the  princinil  £»- 
ployments  in  theGovemment  As  to  the  Condufk  of  Foreigi| 
Amia,  they  fiifibed  litde  Altention ;  for  tfaeJEmprefi  Al  nbt 
aieA  tp  diange  all,  but  only  fiich  Mcafures  of  the  Drecedin|  Go- 
yemment  as  were  not  calculated  for  the  Benefit  of  her  Sub|eAs| 
end  bv  due  wifei»i  moderatn  Bdiaviour,  (he  fecurad  Refpeft  te  < 
fcy  tfiTVfmmait  afroadp  as  by  her  Tendenwft  md  mefcsnMJ  *»* 
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MHim  fpt '  her  Pebfde,  fhipidiffufed  flid  ^tnoflnfttlGBrtl 

Bift  MS^Ceoddft  fipfieluid  iw  nodiineiiioin^ 
able,  than  in  the  Care  {he  to6k  for  ietdiiigHtlittsaidM 
whi(^  4ife  lElftevtr  mttA4H>^i(tMdi ;  bef««'  fli»  •:cldiiU  jho^teut<^ 
herGM^^oit  iimdjrtfiablifiieil*^  £he  dibPcforaL\irfUl»«Ax«b 
fend  fi^  Bdr<  N^t>hei^  ii^  Mali^^lXdbtluifi<£^fru^,»l4pli 
WIS  ^c^iifh^t^  H  (Gmm^  nitidfir,4l|(t]j 

prigiitaPEftilblfflimen^  of^ctofiA^  !0tki 

NaSad ^ m^'^bung ^I^mtf^'isClSMir^^f^ JSfktSk^  boito JMlb 
Ten4k>olF'-/«i»r2k»>,  >i7^8;q^^  ibm'Mor>hit»£Aadvalf«04M 

rent  '^  <te£bipj^  ki  irfihdti<JuditV!iifri)htorlMaD 
ledged  I^^SiMlai<>iJB^#dl«bbf  ijl^ 
ijnmr(9i;'W(d^^hb^ut«dft  0i4MllulfMifrTaflUk.bjai)({jtm 
:  '  llijis  Dediij^on  iriU^iiW4ht^£eadCT  a^t^ 

for  di^^ftUfllfliMtilf  ^  th^Houle  dtiHMm  ^nii 
verf iQ^Woccupjr^  'theiTbrmesr.iajlipiNQrii^^i^Mdx^ 


i)iK^V  ftppear- one  <^  the  moii  OMifidcttide '£uBiUcs<tfM^ 
been  iiid#il  in  £Wri^.^'^T4M8  Hctiic  of  <MMiS^,;tf^*iMm 
are  A6  preftnt  Royai^J^amilf  of  £teK»Mri^;:i»)Sierifiuw 
that  qt.'Hplfiiihi '  'Tha  H«iK>ditary  EVince  of>AciMfami»fei.rinf 
tainijr '  <b^e»  hts  Digmt^  t^^'tbe/  intierpl9lkiQii>:*f  ^tlw 
i»  theii(6dr  Bckttdilii  atii  »kiti;i>W2BAdminXtr9twqiiifii0^ 
minipns  of  the  Duke  of  H^Jleiny  nowGnuul  Onke  anAlMp 
of  Ruffki.    VnvictAug9f/h5^tHol/hmiaxf4fo^ 
Tixite^^CtnitUMi  andtf'tKlit ibDi4df«mliiq»^  thip  iM 
lvt^'-^.^y^'fomk]abfe^l«md^if'.^  ~ 

Jiiterefti-'mim  neceiittiWihflve^A  InfluetM^  en  the>  ~ 

Aifiitrs:^'  Ein*&pf,i  •  Slicn  flMpMttaiGs:ai4iyff<iii€iAeniS< 

jfeeui  lid|t' «[)'  kavil  ioti^  biit.irtiich.I  ^ ^_^. 

wiljpdaUU'tiifpkv'kfrtf  mo^tj^^mfm^^^whmvm  Acfffiifti 
j^6W  ^cmMtstd  9BSnc^  aftmd>-d^ 

ThroiicS'towhfchtheyaFe^disftiiieiL.ii^i^  ^  .^otr*' 

.   'ftief^Hiftoffy  o(  ibc>if^chiis' difpatoiiidk^  «^  ntff|r>ito 

the  Govetiimcot  of  ttiMi«^flBt.B^  ycqr^^^gHl 

imd^fbbiti'iHitivHhMi  ttamiki  Aiewruer^) explniscd  id  ««i«f 
fewWbhb.^  The  Geary  Jteratr^Gntf«>.ii».ltlt&I^ 
}ij«  DbittfaiKRis;  andithDf:nwiRriAca;.WBadno06fs^bMute4qp 
hiMfij^-yet  it  M  cMi^  fame  34W 


p  ttie'FOWef  of  hk  Silcdsflb&t  i^Ud  itt^vas^Air  M$  Reafan-lW^ 
lie  cfitfUiftBd  a  Senate,^  ^vUdi  abiMhan^ 

iSowiiliawit  if AMKljfeMfa^ 

'^i  *>i.  %  '       ^   *   ^  *  re 
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T|(anhle  theP^liamentof  Paris^  which  it  iloes  in  maojr  Rc-u- 
($B£b,  and  in  none  more  than  in  this,  that  it  fervcs  to  fandtifv 
a^  give  the  Form  and  Authority  of  Laws  by  its  Decrees  to 
tic  WiU  of  the  Prince. 

But  ftill  the  oldConftitution  prevails,  and  ihe  trup  Govern- 
reent  of  Rvffui  is  what  it  always  was,  dcfpotic.  In  Minorities 
indeed,  and  in  other  ConjuntSlures,  fuch  as  in  the  late  Revolu- 
tions, there  (eems  to  be  an  actual  Power  attributed  to  the  Se- 
nate, which  to  People  at  a  Diftance  ipay  rcprcfent  the  Form 
of  Rule  in  Rujjia  as  a  limited  Government ;  but  wlien  we  come 
to  examine  it  more  dofely,  we  Oiall  psrcclvc  fo  ftricl  a  Confor- 
mity: between  the. Will  of  the  Prince  and  the  Decrees  of  tliis 
Awmbi]^  as  muft  fufficiently  convince  us  of  the  Truth  of  what 
has  been  before  1^  down,  v/z.  that  the  Imperial  Power  i;>  ra- 
ther ftrengthcned  jthan  controulcd  by  'their  ProcecdLi^si.  As 
to. the  feveral  Colleges,  as  they,  arc  ftiled  in  Rnjfui^  or  as 
tfugr  ace  called  by  us.  Boards;  to  which  the  various  Branches  of 
the  Adminiftration.are  afiignedi  though  the  Form  \^  German^ 
pBl^  die  Thing  is  French  \  and  Fettr  tbe  Gnat  contrived  them 
aifter  the  Model  of  the  feveral  Councils  in  Fnuwe.  I'he  Hig^h 
Chancellor  is  generally  confidcrcd  as  the  Prime  Miniilcr, 
and  the  Vice  Chancellor  as  his  Coadjutor.  Tlic  {Tcfcnt  Chan- 
cellor is  the  Count  de  Beftuchrff^  a  Mail  of  great  Sagacity^ 
indeiatisable  in  Bufmefs,  and  very  eafy  of  Accefs.  The  Vice 
Chancellor  is  Count  IVovoivzoff^  who  has  been  lately  employed 
in  making  a  Tour  to  moil  of  the  principal  Courts  in 
Europe. 

The  Political  Interefls  of  Ruffiay  with  rcfpedt  to  foreign  Na- 
dons^  are  not  either  fo  many,  or  fo  cumplicated,  as  might  he 
expedcd,  coniidering  the  Extent  and  Situation  of  the  Empire, 
which  gives  a  Right  to  its  Monarchs,  of  being  confidercd  as 
Afiafic  as  wdl  as  European  Powers.  The  Northern  Paits  of 
the  Empire,  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  S'^vcdijh  Doioinions,  to 
thofeof  China  znd  Japarty  are  guarded  in  fuch  a  Manner  as 
to  befecvire  not  only  from  Danger,  but  from  Apprehenfions ; 
having  on  that  Side  a  Sea,  hitherto  impenetrable,  and  dirougli 
M^ich,  if  any  Pdlage  could  be  ibund,  it  mull  turn  to  the  Be- 
nefit, but  can  never  prove  of  any  Difadvantagc  to  the  Subjc&s 
of  RuJ/ia  J  which  is  a  Point  of.  great  Confcqucncc,  and,  as  I 
take  it,  is  a  Blciiing  iirarce  known  to  any  other  Country  than 
diis.  The  Frontiers  of  the  Empire  towards  China  arc  alfo 
inacceflible,  as  confifting  of  Delarts  impenetrable  by  Armies,  biit 
which  yield  a  tolerable  PafTage  for  Caravans  5  lb  diat  the 
Ruffiani  may  always  reckon  on" the  Fricndfhip  of  the  Clunefe  \ 
an4  whenever  they  apply  thcmfelves  firiou^jf   l\\«:Te\.o,  ivwi^ 
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blhabitiAg .  the  Coutoies  bet^mn  It»ffia  and  Pi^Jia^  are  M 
langfar  fbttnidaUk  to  the  fifft-me^bird  Empire ;  oh  the  coil^ 
trary^  they  all  refpef^  it,  and  many  of  them  hart  wiDin^ 
fubmittedy  and  become  Vaffids  t6  it  The  QrAian  S^  aft4 
the  ]>bmini6ni  which  thie  Ruffians  have  oft  that  Side^  ^ 
theih  a  fair  Opening  into  Per/S^  whi6h  they  have  ^i^^Bdy  tin- 
proved  fo  as  to  gain  to  themselves  a  very  ^Uivantiigeous  Tnde^ 
akid  this  by  Deg^  may  be  extended  periiaps  as  far  as  die  Eaft^ 
JhMes. 

It  win  always  be  the  Interefl  of  Rxjia  to  cultivate  a  gMfl 
Und[erfhnd}ng  with  the  Shih  \  but  in  cafe  of  a  Rupture^  tbt 
would  not  have  much  to  fear,  fincc  the  Frontiers  of  P«r^ 
being  open,  fhe  might  foon  make  an  End  ^  the  War,  by  »- 
ting  loofe  upon  them  the  Tartars^  Who  are  her  Tributmel'i 
the  Turh^  and  their  Aflbciates  the  Crim  Tartars^  are  uM^ 
dangerous  Enemies,  but  at  prefent,  the  Circumflances  of  Ae 
Porte  are  fi^ch  as  will  fcarce  allow  her  to  break  mdi  the  tbS^ 
ansy  if  (he  had  concluded  a  Peace  with' P^^;  and  we  lull 
hereafter  fee,  that  RuJJia  cart  never  want  the  Power  of  deferido 
ingh?rfelf  on  this  Side,  or  even  of  making  theTimfx  (ehffllle 
of  the  Folly  of  breaking  with  her  wantonly,  and  without  joifl 
Provocation.  The  two  great  Chriftian  Principalities  depend* 
cnt  upon  that  Empire,  wiU  always  have  a  Bias  in  Favour  tS 
the  Rufflans',  and  therefore,  as  we  have  (hewn  in  difeourfing  tf 
the  Religions  in  Europe^  the  Turks  run  a  greater  Hazard  by 
jnaking  War  with  this,  than  with  any  other  Nation. 

ITie  Interefts  of  Ruffia  in  Europe,  are  not  hard  to  afBgn : 
As  to  Sweden^  it  is  ot  gr^t  Confequence  to  live  upon  godd 
Terms  with  that  Crown ;  and,  on  Ac  other  Hand,  the  Superi« 
ofity  of  Rujiffy  when  forced  into  a  War,  has  been  of  late 
rendered  fo  apparent,  that  there  arc  good  (xrouncb  to  expe£l  the 
Swedes  vrill  continue  quiet  on  that  Side  for  a  long  Time  to 
come,  e\'cn  fuppofine  that  no  Strcfs  ihouM  be  laid  on  the 
natural  ConneSions  between  the  two  Branches,  of  the  Hoiffe 
of  HoMein,  whei)  they  come  to  govern  thefc  Nsttions.  As  it  b 
requinte  for  ^e  Court  of  Peter/bur^  to  be  wdl  with  the 
Swedes  on  one  Side,  fo  it  imports  dhem  no  lefi  to  be  upon  good 
Terrts  with  die  Poles  oh  the  other;  for  which  Realbn  we  (be 
the  lateCbirrM  omitted  nothing  to  fet  the  prefent  King  i^k^^ 
upon  thel  Throne  of  Poland^  well  knowing  that  his  Interdb 
were  of  fuch  a  Natufe,  as  mvA  without  Treaties  bind  hixh  efr 
fe£hially  to  hen. 

There  feeirts  to  be  rto  grett  Caufe  of  Intercourfe  between 
Ruffia  and  DekiMri^  farther  thai!  what  refuks  (rom  Attentroh 
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moft  material  Concern ;  for  while  thcH-  HoiiCcs  are  uni 
otonly  by  general  Ailiailc<>,.-but  by  a  due  _and  hearty 
1  for^ach  other's  Profpcrity,'  neitliur  has  much;  to  fear 
the  Turii;  but  if  thev    are  di^'ided,     anil  th^  Otts/Mtiut 

recover  their  ancient  Power,  thtv  may  be  lormidablc  to 
As  to  Pri{ffia,  of  laic  Years  great  Regard  has  bcain  thic,  an  J 
reeding  Times  it  is  lilcc  to  claim  a  greater^  but  certainly  ir 
■wo  Powers  puriue  tlielrtrue  Interclis,  and  are  not  milltil 
bitiaus  Views  they  are  not  like  to  fall  out.  The  niati- 
Powcrs  arc  the  natural  AUiet,  and  hitherto  have  been, 
elilceto  be  fait  FrieiitU  to  Rujia.  An  to  [lie  other  Po- 
s  of  Europe,  their  Dominions  lie  at  too  L;ri.at  a  Difbtiice 
tj^  t»  have  very  great  Interconrfy  with  thtrti  of  any 
and  with  rc-(pefl  todieHoufeof-flM;/^sv,  :ti  (he  Coun  of 
hirib  has  nc\LT  h-id  any  Caufc  to  like,  fo  in  fpitc  of  all  ic> 
-,  fhorc  is  no  IVoliability  of  its  ever  indng  much  Rcafon 
rit. 

:  h:tve  hitherto  confidcred  the  Ir.tcrcfts  of  this  Empire  in 
loft  favourable  Point  of  View,  but  it  muft  be  allowed, 
be  is  not   altogether  free  from  Dangers  and  Apprehen- 

It  is  not  at  all  impoffiblc,  ^lat  Difputes  may  arife  about 
cccffion  :  The  Party  of  ^e  late  Empcrtff  j^^'^y  thoi^h 
ent  feemingly  cxdnft,  may  hereafter  revive;  and  it  is 
ikely  that  in  fuch  a  Cale,  fome  nei^bouriiig  Powers  that 
louE  of  Ruffia  may  llkewile  interfere.  Itjnay  alio  happen, 
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£xpreifions,  I  might,  in  all  Appearance,  guard  better  agaixi^ 
tlis  Danger  of  G}ntradiAion.  But,  in  anfwer  to  this,  let  me. 
obfcrvc,  that  in  the  very  fame  Proportion  an  Author  fhews  his 
Tendcrneis  for  his  Character  in  this  Refpcdb,  he  ihews  a  Disre- 
gard for  his.Readers.  The  value  of  political  Principles  muft  ap- 
pear, by  their  Comparifon  ivith  future  Events ;  for,  if  diey 
give  us  no  Light  into  thefe^  where  is  their  Ufe?  It  is  very  cer* 
tain,  that  the  great  Power  of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  and  her  dofe 
Connexion  with  the  Houfe  of  Aujirta^  has  excited  a  Spirit  of 
Sufpicion  and  Jealoufy  in  the  North,  to  which  alfo  the  particu- 
lar Views  of  feveral  Powers  luve  not  a  little  contributed ;  but 
notwithftanding  this,  what  has  been  before  laid  down  remain^ 
not  at  all  the  le(s  certain.    . 

It  does  not  follow,  that  becaufe  both  Sides  have  armed  and  en- 
tered into  Alliances,  in  cafe  of  a  War,  that  therefore  a  War 
mud  neceflarily  cnfue ;-  or,  even  if  that  ihould  &11  out,  that  it 
mull  create  an  extraordinary  Alteration  in  the  State  of  Thingi 
either  one  way  or  the  other.  Jn  reference  to  the  firft,  it  muft  be 
evident  to  all  competent  Judges,  that  the  Scales  are  pretty  eveD» 
and  therefore,  notwithilandi^g  thcfe  terrifying  Appearances,  it 
is  fo  hx  from  being  impoffible,  that  it  is  vtxy  mr  from  being  im- 
probable, a  pacifick  Negotiation  may  yet  diilipate  thefe  Cfouds, 
luid  once  more  procure  fair  Weather  m  the  North.  But  i^  all 
Negotiations  failing,  a  War  fliould  a£hially  break  out,  the  Turn 
of  that  War  muft  rcmiiin  very  uncertain,  iince  the  Force  of  the 
Rujpan  Empire  is  really  much  greater  than  is  conunonly  imagin- 
ed, and  would  be  found  fo  in  fuch  a  Cafe. 

Wt  may  add  to  this,  that  as  Winds  are  neceflary  to  purge  the 
Air,  and  as  the  Emotions  of  Human  PafEons,  provided  tl^  are 
i;ot  too  violent,  exhilerate  the  Spirits,  and  contribute  to  bodily 
Health ;  fo  in  great  States,  more  efpecially  where  there  is  an  Ap- 
f'carancc  of  bad  Humours,  Wars  are  fo  far  from  being  incon- 
venient, that  on  the  contrary,  they  are  both  (klutary  and  expe* 
client.  We  may  from  hence  form  a  Judgment  of  the  Abilities 
nf  thofe  Minifters,  who  diredl  at  prefcnt  the  Councils  of  this 
Empire,  and  who,  by  (hewing  an  unfbaken  Stcadineis  in  pur- 
fuirig  that  Syftem  which  they  have  efiablifhed,  have  at  leaft  railed 
the  Credit  of  their  Government  to  a  very  high  Degree,  and  for 
fome  time  made  this  Empire  not  only  the  Arbiter  of  all  Difie- 
icncc-s  in  the  North,  but  have  likewife  extended  its  Influence  to 
the  moft  diftant  Parts  of  Europe ;  fince  it  is  univerfidly  confefled, 
that  the  March  of  the  Auxiliaries  was  the  Meafure  that  contri- 
buted moft  to  the  Conclulion  of  the  Definitive  Treaty  at  Aix 
la  ChapcUe* 

Before 
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Before  ve  conclude  this  Chapter,  it  will  be  i»T>per  to  put  the 
SLeauler  in  mind  of  (bme  things  that  reeard  the  future  State  of  this 
Empire.  If  the  Imperial  Prince  (hoiJd  have  Ifliie,  there  is  very 
icde  Rcafon  to  doubt,  that  fooner  or  later  the  Prince  Succeflbr 
)f  Svude/ij  will  confider  the  Intcrefts  of  the  Houfc  of  H^lftein^ 
ind  the  great  Advantages  that  may  refuh  from  purfuing  them  with 
itfiuline&  and  Vigour,  as  (hall  be  more  fiilly  ihewn  in  its  proper 
lace.  On  the  odter  hand,  if  the  Imperial  Prince  of  RuJJia  has 
lo  Ifilie,  it  may  open  a  Way  to  the  fettling  the  Suocef&on  of  this 
^pire  in  a  Method  very  agreeable  to  the  natural  Law  of  Here- 
Monarchies,  and  to  the  mutual  Satisfaction  of  all  Parties : 
er  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  political  Points  fo  obvious  in 
hemfelves,  and  fo  important  in  their  natures,  fhould  not  be  ta« 
usi  into  the  Views  of  all  the  Potentates,  who  intcrcft  themfdves 
SI  die  Affairs  of  the  North  ;  and  tho'  for  a  Seafon,  and  in  con* 
famience  of  the  Humours  of  reigning  Princes,  accidental  Inte* 
nens  may  direft  all  things ;  yet,  in  ProceCs  of  Time,  and  in 
Confisquence  of  the  Alterations  that  muft  neccilariiy  make,  the 
ml  and  permanent  Interefts  of  every  Government  will  prevail. 
By  tbe  Way,  it  deferves  the  Reader's  Notice,  that  in  the  prcfent 
Soite  of  Things,  the  true  Interefts  of  this  Empire  will  certainly 
Ik  die  Rules  of  the  reigning  Czarina's  Grovcrnment;  for  remain- 
ing fingle,  and  having  no  particular  Defires  or  Deflgns  to  gratify, 
the  Peace  and  Profperity  of  her  Government  can  depend  on 
Qodiing  elfe. 

In  confequence  of  this,  a  conftant  and  firm  Adherence  to  that 
Syftem,  beft  calculated  to  promote  the  Good  of  her  Subjcds, 
ind  the  Glory  of  the  Empire,  will  be  the  ftanding  Maxims  in  the 
Caarina's  Councils.  As  fuch  a  Conduf):  cannot  fail  of  having  a 
(bong Tendency  to  promote  Peace  and  Satisfa£Hon  at  home,  and 
to  (ecure  the  Attachment  of  the  Allies  of  RuJJia^  by  maintaining 
cheCredit  of  the  Adminiftration  abroad ;  there  are  no  Grounds  to 
apprehend,  at  leaft  in  our  Times,  any  great  Inconvcniencies 
or  extraordinary  Alterations  (hould  cnfue.  We  may  likewifc  add, 
dnt  Things  remaining,  as  they  are  like  to  remain,  in  their  pre- 
lentPoihire,  for  a  few  Yean,  the  Advantages  uftliefe  Meafurea 
will  become  more  and  more  perceptible,  and  a  proper  Senfe  of 
Loyalty  and  Gratitude  difFufe  itfelf  dirough  the  Inhabitants, 
even  of  the  remoteft  Provinces  of  that  wide  Empire,  which  is 
certainly  in  a  very  thriving  Condition,  and  will,  by  Degrees,  in 
confequence  of  the  Improvements  that  are  daily  making,  come 
to  extend  its  Power  and  Influence  much  farther  than  thofe  who 
are  unacquainted  with  or  unattcntive  to  political  Principles  can 
poffibly  conceive. 
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CHAP.    IV. 

I'he  prefent  State,  modern  Hiftory,  ConfHtutiOn, 
Interefls,  and  political  Views  of  the  Crown  oj 
Sweden. 

TH  E  next  of  the  Northern  Potentates  after  Kujjjiii  is  5«Df^ 
deru  tn  die  laft  Age,  the  Monarchs  of  this  Country  wtrc 
very  juftly  efteemed  the  mod  powerful  in  thefe  Parts,  and  indeedL 
ibmedmes  their  Power  was  fo  great,  as  to  enable  them  to  d$ 
againft,  or  at  leaft*  not  to  be  borne  down  by  the  Confederacy  of 
aU  the  other  Northern  Powers  taken  tc^cthcr*  The  Kingdom 
of  Sweditii  and  the  Great  Dutchy  of  Finland^  with  the  Territo- 
ries dependent  upon  them*  ftretching  from  the  Coafts  of  the  Bd- 
tick. on  one  Side,  to  thofe  of  the  Northern  Ocean  on  the  othav 
are  Countries  of  a  large  Extent :  And  tho*  iji  many  Places  th^y 
are  little  better  than  DeTarts,  Morafles,  or  impenetrable  Foteflsi 
yet,  amongft  the  Moimtains  and  Woods  there  are  found  many 
fair  and  fruitful  Spots.  Their  great  Lakes  are  full  of  FiOi,  and 
their  cracgy  Rocks,  and  even  their  rudcft  Hills,  produce  die 
richcft  Muies  of  Iron  and  Copper ;  fo  that,  as  on  the  one  hand 
they  want  not  the  Neceflaries  of  Life,  (for  with  proper  Culdva- 
tion  and  Care,  they  may  well  procure  Corn  and  Cattle  fufKcient 
for  their  own  Ufe)  fo  on  the  other,  they  are  not  deftitute  of  va- 
luable Commodities,  for  the  focuring  a  Trade  fufficient  to  fup« 
ply  them  with  the  Conveniencies  of  Life  from  other  Nadon^ 
feated  in  richer  Soik,  and  in  more  agreeable  Climates. 

But  as  nothing  can  be  had  in  this  Country  without  Labour^ 
as  the  Climate  is  cold  and  (harp,  and  the  Soil  generally  fpeaking 
rugged  and  ingratcful,  the  common  People  arc  confequently  a' 
BJacc  of  Men  as  hardy,  padcnt,  and  robuft,  as  any  in  Eurwpt  \ 
and  prcfcrve  in  full  Vigour  their  Abilities  both  of  Body  and 
Mind  to  a  wcry  advrjired  Age.  They  have  been  always  Vcty 
jufUy  cflcemed  a  martial  People ;  but  for  many  Ages  this  Coiuv 
try  was  torn  with  civil  Diilcntions,  to  fuch  a  Degree,  as  that  dtt 
Inhabitants  rather  cxercifcd  their  Valour  upon  themfelves,  than 
upon  their  Neighbours ;  fo  that  they  made  no  great  Figure  in  tht 
World,  and  were  fo  far  from  being  confidercd  by  the  reft  of  £«« 
r^iy  that  their  Force  was  very  little  known,  and  Icfs  regarded. 
The  famous  Duke  of  R$han^  one  of  the  grcateft  Polidcians^  fti 
well  as  one  of  the  moft  judicious  Writers  of  his  Time,  gives  us 
a  fingular  Inftancc  of  this.  He  ob(erves,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
Kxvam  having  written  a.Treatife  to  vindicate  the  Claim  of  his 
t  Mailer^ 


I 
I 


[  43  ]  ;  " 

h,  aftci\varclsttiKftY  IV.  to  thfe.CfoWn  of  Frattce^  tpA 
I  fome  Obje£liohs  made  ijgairift  it,  ^vhich  he  thought  very 
;and  infignificant,  exprcTs'd  himfclf  to  the  following  Ef- 
fix,  Thaffucb  kind  ef  Notions  tni^ht  prebehfy  pijiflr  Argu- 
in  Egypt,  or  in  Sweden,  tho^  they  couhijcara  he  chnfido-e/l 
in  France.  This  great  Mah,  who  had  both  Parts  and 
ng,  had  however  \  cry  little  Forefight,  that  in  the  Space 
If  a  Centur}',  Stveden^  which  he  confidcred  in  fo  contemp- 
Light,  would  become  one  of  the  rtibft  confidcrable  Po#cni 
ijlendomy  and  an  Ally,  of  all  6thcrs,  of  the  greiteft  life 
nce^  as  well  as  the  moft  datigetous  Enemy  to  the  Houfc  of 

IS  we  fee,  of  how  great  Confcqueticc  5t  i?,  to  hftve  ^Xi 
teand  pcrfcd  Idea  of  the  Sfttte  of  thofe  Countries  that 
a  ImaB,  as  well  as  fuch  as  ttuft  a  great  Noifc  f  n  the  WorM; 
nctimcs  a  fmgle  Genius  changes  intirely  the  Conditieii 
rcumftanccs  of  a  whole  Natioh,  as  Peter  the  Great  did  the 
w,  and  GuRavus  Adolphus  the  Pebple  of  whom  we  arc 
leaking.  It  has  likewfe  fallen  out,  tliat  the  deep  Dif- 
■  a  Nation  becomes  the  Caiife  of  its  future  ProTpcnty,  as 
led  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  United  Nether^ 
who  owe  all  their  Grcafnefe  tb  that  Spirit  of  Induftry  and 
>  of  Patience,  Fortitude,  and  Diligence,  by  which  they 
e  for  a  Time,  the  firft  Matitimc  Power  in  Ettrupe^  to  the 
;  Oppreffion  of  the  Spanijh  Yoke.  Iii  the  very  lame  man- 
ic Stuedesj  who  in  the  hft  Ceiitufy  rendered  themfclvcs  fo 
Ful  and  confpicuous,  by  their  military  Virtiles  and  thtir 
e(b,  finding  themfeKes  weakened  and  exhauftcd  by  the 
ual  Wars  of  their  laft  iCing,  and  all  Hopes  of  Recovery 
]  by  the  fuperior  Power  of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  found 
Ives  under  a  Neceffity  of  iiftprtn'ilig^their  Couhtry,  and 
ing  their  Trade,  in  order  to  repair  in  fome  Mcafure  the 
they  had  fuftained.  And  tho'  for  fome  Time  this  was 
upon  rather  as  a  right  Intention,  than  a  Scheme  likely  to 
nded  with  any  great  Succels,  yet  it  is  now  certain,  that 
ive  pfoilecuted  both  thefe  Views  with  furprizing  Ad  vantage  j 
Ac  liot  fit  of  Ambition  had  hot  returned  upon  them  too 
night  have  grown  both  wealthy  and  formidable,  without 
ppofiddn  from  their  Neighbours. 

obtain  a  tolerable  Degree  of  Light  into  thefe  Matters,  and 
ourfelves  into  a  G>naition  of  forming  a  juft  Idei  of  "the 
ch  and  Forces  of  this  Crown,  fo  as  that  we  may  be  Alc 
what  Progtcfs  it  is  capable  6f  making,  ifi  fucceeding 
^  we  muft  look  a  little  into  the  Caufcs  of  thofe  remark-  w 

banges  in  her  CircumAonce^  as  a  Nation,  t!l:dilba:^t\]^)esv  Y 
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already  briefly  mentioiMd ;  which  can  be  only  done,  by  takine  « 
fliort  ourvey  of  the  principal  Events  that  have  happened  in  mh 
Country,  and  their  Confequcnces.  By  this  Method  we  (hall  not 
barely  gain  a  competent  iCnowlcdge  of  the  Swedi/b  Hiftoiy,  and 
of  its  Connection  with  the  general  Afiairs  of  Europe ;  but,  which 
is  of  at  leaft  as  ^eat,  or  even  greater  Importance,  we  (hall 
obtain  a  thorough  Acquaintance  with  the  Genius,  Temper,  and 
Spirit  of  the  People.  For,  as  by  contemplating  the  Works  of 
great  Artiib,  we  may  not  only  aifcover  the  Nature  of  that  Skill 
and  Knowledge  by  which  they  were  contrived,  but  alfo  derive 
ibme  Intelligence  of  the  Tools  and  Inftrumencs  with  which  diey 
were  wrought ;  fo  in  contemplating  the  Atchievements  of  great 
Princes,  we  do  not  frniply-diftineuKh  the  Strength  of  their  Abi- 
lities, but  the  Temper  alfo,  and  Virtues  of  their  Subjedb,  by 
whofe  Aifi(bmce  thofc  mighty  Actions  were  atchieved ;  ftnce  in 
Politicks,  and  in  War,  as  well  as  in  other  Things,  there  nuift 
be  either  a  natural,-  or  an  artificial  Aptnefs  in  the  Materials,  be- 
fore any  great  Strudhire  can  be  rai&d,  or  any  extenfive  Conque(b 
attained. 

There  is  no  need,  however^  to  go  higher  in  thb  refpeA  than 
Gujlavus  Ad'fphusy  who  afcended  the  ITirone  oS  Sweden  in 
1611.  He  was  a  Prince  of  ereat  Abilities,  which  manifefted 
themfelves  fo  clearly  in  his  Vouth,  that  the  States  thought  fit 
to  give  him  the  entire  Admin jftration  of  Affairs  foon 
after  hisAcccfllon  to  the  Crown,  tliough  he  was  then  but 
eighteen.  He  found  his  Kingdom  the  Loweft  and  Weak- 
dky  as  he  left  it  the  Greatcft  and  moft  Powerful,  in  the 
North.  He  had  two  Wars  upon  his  Hands  in  the  earliefl: 
Part  of  his  Reign,  and  he  ended  them  both  with  great  Pru- 
dence ;  for  perceiving  that  the  Forces  of  his  Kingdom  were 
not  at  all  proportioned  to  its  Occafions,  he  very  wifcly  purchafcd 
a  Peace  with  Denmark  at  the  Expence  of  one  Million  of 
Crowns,  for  the  Payment  of  wliich  tliere  was  a  Time  limited, 
which  he  very  honclHy  difchargeil  when  his  Affairs  were  mended, 
and  when,  if  he  haa  been  fo  iiicUiied,  he  wanted  not  plau- 
fible  Pretences  for  rcfufing  to  comply  with  that  Treaty.  He  rCf 
coyered  by  this  Means  thofeFortrcfles  which  i\^(t  Danes  had  taken, 
and  laying  hold  of  this  favounble  Opportunity,  he  turned  his 
Arms  againft  the  Rnjjiam^  from  whom  he  took  great  part  of 
Livoniaj  IngerTnania^  and  tlie  City  of  Kexholm^  tlie  Poflclfion  of 
which  he  fecurcd  by  a  Treaty  concluded  under  the  Mediation  of 
Great  Britain, 

He  turned  his  Arms  next  aeainft  the  Polesy  with  whom  he 
maintained  a  long  War,    wtiich    proved    very    advantageous 
to  Sweden,  and  procured  for  her  the  remaining  Part  of  Livonia^ 
and  the  important  City  of  Riga.    In  this  War  the  Pd(S  were  af- 
filed 
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fifted  by  the  Emperor,  which  gave  fufficient  Provocation  to 
Gujiavus  to  declare  himfelf  againft  the  Houfe  of  ^uftrioy  the 
Power  of  which  was  then  formidable  to  all  Europe^  and  which 
neverthelels  he  broke  in  a  very  (hort  fpace  of  Time>  and  with 
very  fmall  Force.  He  was  called  into  Germany  by  the  Protc- 
ffauits,  and  on  the  24th  of  June  1630,  he  landed  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  Oder  with  an  Army  which  confided  only  of  fixteen 
Troops  of  Horfe,  and  ninety-two  Companies  of  Foot,  mak- 
ine  in  all  but  eight  Thouiand  Men.  He  foon  made  himfelf 
A/ufter  of  Stetiny  and  a  great  part  of  Pomerania  ;  upon  whidi 
all  the  Proteftants  in  Germany  declared  for  him,  and  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fucceeding  Year  he  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Alliance 
with  the  Crown  of  France, 

King  Guftavus  foon  after  took  the  City  of  Francfsrt  upon  tlie 
Oder^  and  fent  his  Deputies  to  the  General  A/Iembly  of  the 
Proteftants  at  Leipjick^  where  they  quickly  difcovered  that  the 
EleAor  of  Brandenburgh  was  diffident,  and  the  Elector  of 
Saxony  jealous  of  the  King  their  Mafter.  Gujiavus  being  de- 
termined to  (inifli  what  he  had  fo  happily  begun,  forced  the 
former  to  put  into  his  Hands  fuch  Places  as  were  neccfGuy  to 
fecure  him  a  Retreat,  and  left  the  latter  to  be  diflreiR-d  by  the 
Impirialiftsy  till  he  was  conftrained  to  call  him  to  his  Afliftance, 
which  on  Sept.  7,  i63r,  produced  the  glorious  Battle  of 
Lnpficky  in  which  he  routed  the  famous  Count  Tilly^  who  com- 
manded 40,000  old  IVoops,  killing  7,000  upon  the  Spot,  mak- 
ing 5,000  Prifonent,  and  taking  above  an  Hundred  Colours  and 
Standards.  After  this  he  carried  the  War  into  Francmia^  and 
leaving  there  a  part  of  his  Army,  he  with  the  reft  marched  into 
Bavaria^  where  in  the  Paflage  of  die  Lech  Count  Tilly  wys 
killed  with  a  Caimon-ftiot :  After  which  the  King  drove  the 
Imperialifis  out  of  all  the  open  Countr}\  and  made  himielf 
Mafter  of  Munich, 

He  not  long  after  attacked  Count  JVaUeJlein  in  his  In- 
trenchments,  but  was  rcpulfcd  with  lof*.  He  augmented  how- 
ever his  Conqucfts  after  this,  till  the  ElciSlor  of  Saxony  called 
him  again  to  his  Afliftance,  which  that  Monarch  did  not  re- 
fufe,  though  it  was  entirely  owing  to  his  fliuShiating  Condudt 
that  the  War  had  not  been  ended  long  before.  On  his  ad- 
vancing towards  the  hftperialijli^  the  King  fcnt  Orders  to 
Prince  George  of  Lunenlurgh  to  join  him  witli  the  Forces 
under  his  Command ;  but  bcino;  informed  diat  the  Imperial 
General  liad  detached  Count  Patpe::hcim  with  fuveral  diou- 
fend  Men,  he  refolvf-1  to  attack  him  without  waiting  for  the 
Duke  of  Lunenbttrr  ,  which  he  accordingly  did  in  the  Plain 
of  Ltffzeny  on  the  loui  of  Nsv,  1633}  m  which  Baxt!^^  ^^ 

Stucdjjb 


[  46  ] 

Swidijh  Foot  having  reutcd  th»  JmpejiaUfis^  ind  (ei^  tfm^ 
CannoH)  the  King  thinking  the  Hoiie  cud  not  svlvonce  fiijt  ^ 
enough  to  the  Purfuit,  put  hunfelf  before  them  in  pffiqg  f  [r 
finau  River,  pn  the  other  Side  of  which  he  wa$  found  dm|  I 
having  bis  Ann  broke  by  one  Mulket-Shot,  ^  mx^tbcr  fnr  \, 
taring  his  Back,  had  paifed  through  his  Body. 

ThefC  were  great  Sufpiciotw  of  Treachery  in  t\is  o^fe,  lom( 
imputing  it  to  Perfons  hired  by  Cardinal  RichlUuj  but  ^W* 
jfcniixrf  lUes  it  exprefily  upon  the  Duk^  of  ^ax$JLMwenhurpk 
However  it  was,  the  King's  Death  was  foon  known*  v^uc^f 
inftead  of  abating,  heightened  the  Courage  of  thf  5u¥^r  iai|^ 
Fury,  ib  that  when  Count  Paffenhcim  returned  with  his.  I)cs« 
tachmcnt,  and  rallied  the  Imperialj/Is^  they  ag;un  attacfcc4». 
wd  again  defeated  them,  whidi  Circumftance  aoe^  the  li^y. 
eft  Honour  to  the  Sweftjh  Trpops.  Thus  fiell  this  GxM^ 
Cmcjueror  in  the  Arms  of  Viftory  \  and  it  lyajs  very  reiOAik-' 
able)  lb  formidable  he  was  become,  that  his  Death  was  of 
ieis  grateful  to  his  AlKe^^  than  to  his  Enemies ;  but  his  Coik>. 
rage,  Virtue  and  Fortune,  having  raifed  him  to  the  higM^; 
Pitch  of  Greatncis  and  Glpry^  nis  Memory  will  be  always 
revered  by  fuch  as  are  wen-4ne£lcd  to  the  Protcftant  Reliaioii 
and  the  Liberties  of  Germany^  both  which  he  faved  firom  Ue-.. 
ftrudlion,  by  his  incomparable  Wlfilom,  and  his  fucce&ful  Arms. 

As  Guftavus  Adolphus  extended  the  Dominioas,  and  ndfisd 
the  Reputation  of  Sweden  Abroad,  fo  he  likcwife  a£bd  thf 
Part  of  a  Legiflator  at  Home,  and  reduced  the  Conftitution  of  ^ 
bis  Country  into  Order,  which  he  would  certainly  have  i|a- 
proved  if  he  had  lived  to  return  into  his  own  JDominions. 
In  Virtue,  however,  of  his  Regulations,  the  Crown,  which 
was  before  intailed  onty  on  the  Male  Line,  defcended  to  his 
Daughter  Chriftina^  a  Child  of  fix  Years  old,  which  Minorityt 
though  it  feemcd  to  threaten  the  Ruin,  proved,  in  reality,  to^ 
great  Security  of  Sweden  ;  for  tlic  King  of  Dcnmari  and 
the  Elector  of  Brandenbourg  remained  firm  to  the  Engagement^ 
into  which  they  had  entered  with  Guftavus^  andthe  refl 
of  the  Allies  became  lefs  Apprchenfive  of  the  Power  of  that 
Crown,  than  dicy  had  been  in  the  Life-tiqie  of  ^at 
King. 

The  Chancellor  Axd  Oxenjiirrn^  to  whom  the  whole  Ma* 
nagement  of  AfTalr*:  in  Germany  was  committed,  made  fo  right 
a  uTc  of  thefe  fivourablc  Circumfhuiccs,  and  managed  al{ 
Thing*  fo  wifely  and  fo  well,  that  at  the  dofe  of  the  ^Var  which 
laflcdfeveral  Years,  the^w/riri  were  poflefTcd  of  above  one  hun- 
diied  fortified  Places,  and  had  an  Army  on  foot  of  upwards  of  an 
hundred  thoufknd  Meo>  which  enabled  them  fo  «[f<^baUy  to 
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iy  the  Emperor,  which  gave  fufficient  Provocation  to 
us  to  declare  himfelf  againft  the  Houfe  of  Auftrioy  the 
of  which  was  then  formidable  to  all  Europe^  and  whicli 
iclels  he  broke  in  a  very  (hort  fpace  of  Time»  and  with 
lall  Force.  He  was  called  into  Germany  by  the  Prote- 
and  on  the  24th  of  Jime  1630,  he  landed  at  the  Mouth 
Oder  with  an  Army  which  coniifted  only  of  fixteen 
J  of  Horfe,  and  ninety-two  Companies  of  Foot,  mak- 
all  but  eight  Thouiand  Men.    He  foon  made  himfelf 

of  Stitiny  and  a  great  part  of  Pomerania  ;  upon  which 
Proteftants  in  Germimy  declared  for  him,  and  in  the  be- 
I  of  the  fucceeding  Year  he  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Alliance 
le  Crown  of  Frame, 

y  Guftavus  foon  after  took  the  City  of  Francfwt  upon  die 
and  fent  his  Deputies  to  the  General  Aflembly  of  the 
ants  at  Leipjicky  where  they  quickly  difcovered  that  the 
*  of  Brandenburgh  was  diffident,  and  the  Elector  of 
jealous  of  the  King  their  Mafter.  Gujlavus  being  de- 
^  to  (inifli  what  he  had  fo  happily  begun,  forced  the 
to  put  into  his  Hands  fuch  Places  as  were  nccefGuy  to 
lim  a  Retreat,  and  left  the  latter  to  be  diftreflcd  by  the 
iliftsy  till  he  was  conftrainedto  call  him  to  his  Afliftance, 
on  Sept,  7,  i63r,  produced  the  glorious  Battle  of 
F,  in  which  he  routed  the  famous  Count  TiUy^  who  com- 
i  40,000  old  IVoops,  killing  7,000  upon  the  Spot,  mak- 
)00  Prifoners,  and  taking  above  an  Hundred  Colours  and 
rds.  After  this  he  carried  the  War  into  Francomoy  and 
;  there  a  part  of  his  Army,  he  with  the  reft  marched  into 
'oy  where  in  the  Paflage  of  the  Lech  Count  77/^  wys 
ivith  a  Cannon-ihot :  After  which  the  King  drove  the 
ilifts  out  of  alt  the  open  Countr}',  and  made  himfelf 
'  of  Munich, 

not  long  after  attacked  Count  JVaUefteln  in  his  In- 
Tients,  but  was  repulfcd  with  lofs.  He  augmented  how* 
is  Conquefts  after  this,  till  the  Elcdlor  of  Saxeny  called 
rain  to  his  Affiftance,  which  that  Monarch  did  not  re* 
liough  it  was  entirely  owing  to  his  fluctuating  Condudl 
je  War  had  not  been  ended  long  before.  On  his  ad- 
g    towards   the  Imperiali/isy    the  King  fcnt  Orders  to 

George  of  LunerXurgh  to  join  him  witli  the  Forces 
his  Command ;  but  bcincr  informed  thut  the  Itnperial 
il  had  detached  Count  Pappnkcim  with  fevcral  thou- 
len,  he  refolv?-!  to  attack  him  without  waiting  fur  the 
of  Lunenbnrr  ,  which  he  accordingly  did  in  the  Plain 
*7uny  on  the  luui  of  Nov,  1633  j  hi  which  BaWiVt  ^^ 
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foort  rc(!uccd  to  a  Ncccflity  of  bcg^ng  Peace  at  the  thrice  of 
the  Provinces  of  Schonen^  Hallandj  and  Bkakingy  which  was 
concluded  in  the  Spring,  but  the  War  broke  out  again  in 
few  Months.  In  the  Summer  enfuing,  which  was  that  of  1658, 
the  King  luving  conceived  frefli  Jealoufies  againft  the  DaneSf 
fuddcnly  landed  with  his  Army  in  thelfland  of  Zelandy  and  while 
General  tVrangd  befiegcd  Cronenburgh  at  the  Entrance  of  the 
Sounds  he  attacked  Copenhagen* 

Thefe  Sieges  had  very  different  Events ;  for  Cronenburgh  was 
foon  taken,  out  the  DaneSy  encouraged  by  the  Piefence  oif  their 
King  in  the  Capital,  made  an  obdinatc  Defence,  which  gave 
Time  for  tlic  Dutch  Fleet  to  come  to  their  Relief;  and  die 
Sivedijh  Navy  being  defeated,  the  King  was  forced  to  cbai^ 
his  Siege  into  a  Blockade,  which  continued  all  that  Year,  and 
the  beft  Part  of  tlie  next,  in  which  the  Swedes  met  with  fo  many 
Misfortunes,  that  the  King  was  forced  to  return  Home  in  order 
to  make  the  neceflary  Preparations  for  carrying  on  his  Enter-* 
prize  with  Vigour  \n  die  Spring;  but  while  he  was  intent 
on  his  Affairs  he  was  furprizcd  by  a  Fever,  which  foon  carried 
htm  off.  And  at  his  Death,  which  happened  on  the  13th  of 
February^  r66o,  he  left  his  Son,  who  was  but  five  Years  oU, 
engaged  in  a  War  againft  fix  of  the  greateft  Powers  in  J^uri;^. 
Such  \^'as  the  End  of  this  great  Monarch,  whofc  Courage  and 
Virtues  had  enabled  him  to  make  fo  great  a  Figure,  as  not  only 
to  maintain  the  Credit  which  the  Crown  of  Sweden  had  acqui- 
red, but  to  carry  it  even  higher  than  it  had  rifen  under  his  glori- 
ous PredecefTor,  the  &mous  Guftavus  Adolphus^  but  then  it  was 
built  on  the  Foundation  which  he  had  laid. 

Charles  XI.  was  chiefly  governed  in  his  Minority  by  his 
Mother,  who  was  Siflcr  to  the  Duke  of  Holjlein^  a  very  wife 
and  prudent  Princeis,  who  by  the  Advice  of  the  principal 
Perfons  in  the  Kingdom,  brought  about  a  very  advantageous 
Treaty  of  Peace,  called  from  the  Place  where  it  was  con- 
cluded, the  Treaty  of  Oliva ;  by  which  the  King  of  PoUnd 
renounced  his  Claim  to  the  Crown  of  Swedrn^  and  the  Re- 
publick  all  her  Rights  to  Livonia,  The  Swedes  made  Peace  at 
the  fame  Time  with  Denmark^  and  Things  were  kept  in  tolera- 
ble Order  till  the  Clofc  of  the  King's  Minority ;  when  by  4 
very  unhappy  Turn  in  his  Coimfels,  he  was  engaged  to  take  rait 
with  France  in  the  War  which  preceded  the  Peace  of  NimegwHf 
wherein  he  met  with  very  indifferent  Succefs,  and  loft  a  great 
Part  of  his  Dominions  in  Germany ;  which  however  were  re- 
ftorod  to  him  by  a  fcparatc  Treaty  concluded  a  little  before 
the  general  Peace  laft  mentioned,  in  the  N^otiation  of  'which 
he  a£ted  as  a  Mediator. 

-      fa 


^n.  i6Sc,  betng^about  twenty -yfive  Yews  of  Age,  ticthouritt 

h^tikn.  'and  Sitter  to  <:!:ripaitW.  Kings  of  Avw/zari  ,  ^ 
:hciKtforwanl  applied  himrtlfwitli"  greater  Diligence  to  die 
"IpVcrnhient  of  his  Kingdom  thaji  aiiy  of  hisPrtdetcITors,  pr 
-=  any  Prince  of  Mf  Time.  The  fii-ft  Ee'cifl  of  this, 
lis  detaching  himf.'!f  entinrly  from  the  Preiuh  Literc^; 
he  locJtcJ  upon  aS  dangerous  to  his  Authority,  and 
_,^  _-.'    all  goippentiitcd    by    tJie    Subfldjcs    granted    by    Apt 

Sown, 

^^c  next  Inquired  after  and  correfled  aU  Abufes  that  had  cfiepC 
ntp'  the  CivH  (jovcrDmfiit,  whiJ/t  the  Kings  of  Stvutes  trtilt^ 
Tall*pi!ngs  to  their  Miniilers,  had  minted  nptljigg.  jbut 
ST  J  and  looked  particularly  ir,ro  Law-Suics,,fittiiistAU[>&l^ 
K  the  Supreme  Couit,  an^  di(p;;iel«ing  thxx^  more  ,Mw^  'U> 
even.  Years  iliaii  hefyre  had  hceu  dccii-^d  in  twenty*  fiy-tbii 
tt^ans  he  gained  iheLcvc  of  Ijis  Subjcib  to  fuch  aJDegre^ 
fiat  'the'States  oF  the  Kin'gdotn  conf-ntcd,  at  his  Itequift,  .to 
atoway  agreat  Part  of  die  Power,  which  till  .then  ihe  Se» 
uttjud  e^iioyol;  aii'd  iifa^c  afterw^utis  Tu^  Giither  Altcnr 
:ipiu'|ri  ^^  Goveriimcnt,  a* ..reiidacd  the  King  ai  «I>foliite 
ir  uij;  MoR^rcB  Tii'fBrdiA  "Tley  enaUed  bim  lilccwllc:  to 
I^Snitc  to  the  Qown'Tiidi  EAates  as  had  beeo  granted  bcfm 
Tk'^ind  to  Mv  ofF^thcpt^licI:  Debt;,  ^  njfing  the  Value  of 
w'Cbin.  Tliey  fettled  the  Militia  alb  in  fuGb  a  Manner  that 
ie' had  alwayji  feventeen  Thousand  Horie>  and  forty-three 
riKniJand  Foot  kept  up  at  tTieXxpencc  of  his  Sut^efb.  Be- 
tdcs  all  this,  tbey  graj^tiid  him  large  Stunsof  Money  which 
xrcafioned  heavy  Taxc^ ;  but  fuch  was  his  Conduft,  that  the 
i^TOple  being  fatis^cd  tliat  all  they  g-.ive  wai  cither  laid  oo^ 
>rlaid  up  for  their  Service,  tlicy  thought  they  could  never  do 
Ld'o  much  for  him  i  and  indeed  hi^  Rcicn  is  the  ftroi^ell  Prsof, 
hat  the  fureA  Way  for  a  Prince  to  make  his  Will  the  Law,  is 
:6  govern  by  Law. 

He  was  remarltably  od^iiftcd  to  tiic  Religion,  of  his  Country, 
indnotonly  ftridlin  his  Motal.'i,  but  feverej  and  though  not 
ixorious,  yet  his  Chaflity  was  never  fliTpedtcd.  He  humbled 
his  Nohin^,  but  was  very  obfcquious  to  the  Clergy,  Jtind  to 
theCitizcns,  and  very  tender  of  mc  common  People,  He  took 
jjnropcr  Care  of  Foreign  Aifairs,  though  he  avoided  making 
War ;  but  he  did  not  fuiier  his  Love  for  Peace  lo  ^  to  ififlu- 
cnce  him,  as  to  allow  any  of  his  Neighbours  to  prejudice  ciths 
the  Crown  of  Sweden,  or  her  Allies ;  for  when  the  Kins  of 
Denrnari  feizcd  the  Duke  of  ffo'l/lei/i's  Donunioos,  be  .witnout 
pday  interpoledf  andbeg^  to  make  fuch  Prcpaiations  {oi  &oin% 
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Right  to  that  Prince^  as  produced  the  Treaty  of  Jbenay  wfiicfc 
was  figned  on  the  tenth  of  Jum^  16899  and  by  which  tbeDuie 
was  reftored  to  his  Dominions. 

After  this  he  entered  into  a  clofe  Alliance  with  the  Dams  for 
prefervine  the  Peace  of  the  Norths  and  in  the  Arft  general 
War  againft  France  he  lent  the  Duicb  fix  Thouiand  Men,  and 
oflPered  the  Emperor  as  many  more,  vet  without  declaring  War 
againft  Lewis  XlV.  who  was  fo  well  fatisiied  with  his  Sdnvi* 
•ur,  or  rather  was  fo  much  afraid  of  him,  that  he  forbid' all 
jPrrn^A  Privateers  meddling  with  Swedijb  Ships  ;  and  thus  by  a 
fteady  and  prudent  Manasement,  he  fupported.  his  own  Pqwer 
at  Home,  and  maintain'd  the  Credit  of  the'  Crown  o{  Sweden 
Abroad  to  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe,  which  happened  on  the 
5th  of  jfyrily  1697,  at  the  Age  of  Forty^wo.  He  left  be- 
hind him  three  Children ;  viz.  Hedwig-oophia-Eleanora^  wh» 
efpouied  the  Duke  of  Holftein  Gottorpj  Ulrica  Eleanora^  late 
Conlbit  to  theprelent  King  of  Sweden^  and  his  only  furvif ing 
Son  andSucceflor,  ' 

CharleiXSL.  who  in  his  Minority  was  governed  by  the  (ame 
^eat  Princeis  with  whom  die  AfBurs  of  the  Kingdom  were 
intruftcd  in  that  of  his  Father,  I  mean  the  Dowao^  of 
Charles  X.  who  was  to  be  aflifted  by  five  Senators  till  her 
Grandfon  came  to  the  Age  of  Eighteen.  But  the  States  thou^ 
iit  to  abridge  that  Term,  and  to  declare  him  Major  before  he 
reached  Sixteen  ;  and  in  half  a  Year  afterwards  the  general 
Peace  of  Ryfwick  was  concluded  under  his  Mediation.  His 
Neighbours  taking  Advantage  of  his  Youth,  formed  a  Confe- 
deracy for  attacking  him  on  all  Sides,  and  this  without  die 
leaft  Provocation.  The  Confederates  were  Frederick  IV.  King 
of  Denmark^  Augujlus  II.  King  of  Poland^  and  the  Czar  Peter 
the  Great  J  all  efteemeds  as  wife  Princes  as  any  of  their  Time^ 
but  influenced  in  this  by  their  Ambition,  and  the  Profbed  they 
had  of  dividing  amongft  themfelves  die  late  Acquiudons  of 
Sweden, 

Charles  penetrated  this  Scheme,and  as  foon  as  he  (aw  the  Engllfi 
Fleet  in  the  Baltick^  as  Guarantees  of  the  Treaty  of  Abetia^ 
he  determined  to  bezin  with  that  Prince  of  the  Confederates  who 
broke  with  him  fiHf,  and  make  him  feel  the  whole  Weight  of 
his  Power.  Accordingly  he  landed  an  Army  in  Zealand  and  be- 
ficgcd  Copenhagen^  reducing  in  a  very  fliortTime  the  King  of 
Denmark  (6  low,  that  he  was  conftrained  to  make  Peace  upon 
rcafonable  Terms,  and  dcfcrt  the  Confederacy,  by  a  Treaty  which 
was  figned  at  7rtft;rw^flW,  Augujl%^  1700.  He  the  very." fime 
Year  relieved  Narva^  that  was  befieged  by  the  Czar,"  and 
'  obtained  en  the  20th  of  November  the  moft  complcat  Viftory 
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With  the  greateft  Inequality  of  Forces  that  is  recorded  in  mo- 
"  dcm  Ififlory. 

He  turned  his  victorious  Arms  next  ^olnft  the  Poles^  and 
forced  them  to  depoie  King  Auguftm^  and  make  Choice  of  a 
..iicw  Klin^,  which  thcjr  did  the  fSth  of  May^  1704,  in  thePcr- 
.\fbn  of  StaniJIaus  Lepdnjki  Palatine  of  PoTnama^  and  Son  to 
Count  Lefzinjki  Great  Treafurer  of  the  Crown.  He  puflied 
diis  Rdentment  of  his  ftill  farther,  by  following  Au- 
guftus  into  his  hereditary  Dominions  of  Saxonyy  where  he  ex* 
haufted  the  Coimtry  by  exceffivc  Contributions,  and  imppfed 
vciy  hard  Conditions  on  that  Monarch  himfeif,  by  the  Treaty 
which  was  concluded  at  Ahranftadty  a  Village  within  two  Miles 

While  the  King  of  Swtint  was  in  Saxof^y  he  took  an  Op- 

:.  portunity  of  (hewing  the  Emperdr  jfofiph^  who  then  reigned^ 

ibiqp  Marks  of  Diftule  at  the  Conduct  which  he  had  punued, 

and  obliged  him  to  do  Juftice  to  his  Proteftant  Subjefb.    We 

'    msky  truly  affirm  the  Year  1708  was  that  in  which  the  Glory  of 

,  SwidiH  rofe  to  its  utmoft  Height.    Charles  had  then  the  m- 

.  hnce  of  Europe  in  his  Hand,  and  might  have  pre(cribed  Terms 

to  all  its  Powers,  from  the  critical  Situation  ot  his.own  Afiairs 

and  theirs  J  but  his  boundleis  Ambition,  heated,  perhaps,  by 

the  artful  Ptaifes  of  an  Englijb  General,   whofe  Eloquence 

was    as  vi£torious  as  his  Sword,  threw  him  very  foon  into 

a  difFerent  Condition.    For  defiroos  of  compleating  his  Flan, 

towards  which  there  wanted    but   one  Stroke,   he  marched 

dirougli  the  Ukraine  into  Ruffiay  refolved  to  drive  the  Czar  out 

-  of  his  Territories,  as  he  had  forced  the  Dane  to  (ave  his  Capital 

by  a  Peace,  and  the  Poles  to  depofe  the  King  who  was  his 

fjiemy. 

This  produced  the  famous  Battle  of  Pubowa^  whidi  coft  the 
Swedes  30,000  Men,  and  forced  the  King  to  take  Shelter  in 
Tarriywith  a  handful  of  People.  This  bxaX  Engagement  hap- 
pened on  the  tWcnty-feventh  of  June^  1709,  and  opened  a 
nflagefor  the  Enemies, of  this  Crown  to  execute  theProjedls 
.they  nad  formed  ten  Years  before,  which  was  an  Opportunity 
they  none  of  them  let  flip.  The  King  of  Denmark  once  more 
declared  War,  and  made  a  Defcent  upon  Schonen ;  the  King  of 
PJaml  entered  again  into  Pofleffion  of  his  Dominions ;  the 
Ruffians  repoiTcfled  the  mof(  valuable  Part  of  the  Swedijb 
Territories  on  the  Bakick ;  and  though  at  firft  the  ConfiDderates 
kept  (ome  Meafures  in  Germar^,  yet  at  laft  they  attacked  and 
divided  the  Swe£Jh  Territories  there  ;  the  PruJJtans  got  the  bet* 
ter  Part  of  Pomeraniay  and  Bremen  and  Ferden  falling  iato  the 
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Han<b  of  theiJtfMf,  tbejr  dUpo&d  of  them  to  the  tXeSet'Ot 

m*  SwiSfl)  Majeft^  ictamcd  uito-iiis  o'wn  Domiiuoiutiil 
NmrnbeTf  iji^  amvcTV  foon  made- fait  Enemies  fenfiUhof 
his  PrHenoe.  He -found  his  own  Tenitories  cxhaufle4»  .tut 
SLnd'hisPredecefTon  Oontjuefls  loft,  and  -icsrcc  any  FrieuLior 

*  Altyleft;  yrt  be  maintained  his  abfblute  Power  over^his  oani  ' 
Subje^  and  profecuted  the  War  vidi  infiewbli;  Rcfolution. 

'  He  perfifted  in  his  -former  Notion  of  d^ftroying  or  dcpoiwg 
everj;  Prince  vith  whom  he  was  difpleared.   He  mediuteti  a  De- 

■  fcent'upon  Zrail»r^witb«View:  oncemore  to  Ircfiegc Cfl^wiAnf/ir, 
in  which  heftiled ;  he  engaged  in  Tome  d^irlc  Defigna  for  difturb- 
ingdie  Peace  of  Great  Afte/it,  which  were  difconcerted ;  his  bit 

"  Attempt  waft  an  Iimiibn  upon  Ntmmy,  where  he  was  fliot  be- 
fore FtnUriciffHiU,  on  Ac  nift  <rf  Decembsr  lyiB,  dying  as;  he 
liv'd,  ill  treated,  but  nnconqucred. 

l^nhis  Demife  dieStates  of  SwiJin  dccUrcd  his  SiHcr  the 
Ptincefi  VHta  Ekmera  Queen,  and  her  Hufband  tiic  Hendi- 
tary  Prince  of  /ft;^Q^5/Genaraliffiino ;  for  the  War  flill  spa- 

,  nued. "  In  ^720  that  ifrince  having  embraced  the  Lutheran  Re- 
"  Kgion^  was  raifcd  to  the  Throne  of  Swcdm^  and  foon  after 

.  Peacewas  made  with  *U  thcPowcrtwith  whom  Sivideit  hadfo 
long  contended ;  that  widi  2>MK«ri  took  ^h.cc  in  June  ifia; 
thatwith7*nf^ff  en  theiidi  of  yunuiTrji  1721 ;  and  that  with 
the  Czar  was  concluded  at  Vniimadi  in  Finland  on  the  19^  of 
A,p(^in'tiiefdmeYear.  hj  tncTe Treaties  ihcSwtdes  r(co- 
vered  part  of  Pamenniaf  ana  the  Town  of  in/mar  :  But  the 

'  King  of  iVu/Cti  kept -the  Dutchy  cf  Ssetin;  the  Dutchics  of 
fr^mnand /V^yrerelefttoi/ain'i-r,  and  the  Czar  Jt^  in 

?viera1  all  hii  Cbnquefts.    In  1729  the  Kings  of  Swfdfii  and 
»/<iKrfwert  reconciled. 

In  confeqtience  of  thefe  Step*  the  Face  of  Af^irs  in  Swtdn 
has  been*  entirely^changed,  and  from  being  one  of  the  mcdi  ab- 
folute,  it  is  again  befcome  the  mc*1  lirr'tcd  Crown  in  Ewtaft; 
the  Senate  has  recoveicd  all  its  ancient  Privileges,  the  Sfatcs 
have  refiuned  and  even  extended  their  Powers ;  fo  chat  the  King 
on  do  nothing  of  Confequence  without  their  Approbation. 
While  Ae  Mifcries  of  the  late  War  were  frefli  in  Reioein- 
tran^C^  (he  Swedtt  continued  linn  to  tiieir  new  Syftcm^  roaio- 
tained  a  dofe  CondptMid^ce  with  Rujfia,  remained   on  good 

*  Temw  with  all  their  Neighbours,  and  Teemed  very  little  dif- 
poled  to  riique  any  new  Aherattons  in  their  Government,  by 
admitting  the  Claim  which  the  Duke  of  Hol/lcin,  only  Son  to 

""the  Queen's  eldeft  Sifterf  kept  up  to  the  Succeffion  ;  they  like- 
wife  eaKnd  into  very  ftiid  Engag^cnts  with  the  Crown  of 
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Britain^  and  flicwed  a  great  Rcfpeft  for  tlic  Houfe  of 
r;  \^ence  it  was  conceived,  that  all  Things  in  the 
would  go  on  in  this  Channel ;  and  that  nothing  was  to 
kI  from  the  Intrigues  of  France  in  that  Nation,  which 
y  had  fo  great  an  Influence  on  the  AfF-iirs  of  Europe 
:ral. 

thofe  who  knew  the  Difpofition  of  the  Swedes  beft,  a!^ 
brcfaw,  that  any  Alteration  in  the  Power  and  Conditions 
r  Neighbours  would  ftill  produce  extraordinary  EflFcfts 
1  them;  in  fliort,  that  this  long  Calm  would  be 
A  bv  a  high  Storm  :  and  the  Event  has  very  fully  proved 
rifConjc&ires  were  but  too  well  founded, 
as  in  1738  that  thi^  great  Change  in  the  Sentiments  of 
vAj  began  to  difcover  itfclf.  7Tic  Diet  that  aflembled 
ar,  of  which  Count  TeJJin  was  chofcn  MarOial,  foon 
d  to  be  compofcd  of  Perfons  of  very  different  Senti* 

who  in  a  little  Time,  however,  were  diftinguifhed  into 
arties.  The  firft  and  moft  vigorous  were  for  reviving 
ISjHftem,  and  for  trj'ing  to  recover,  if  poflible,  part  of 
>minions  yielded  to  Ruffia^  and  therefore  they  inclined 
tial  Meafures  ;  thefe  were  galled  the  Hats,  ITie  Party 
'  oppofite  to  them,  declared  abfolutely  for  Peace,'  for  the 
:nance.^f  the  prefent  Syftem,  and  for  endeavouring  to 
K  the  domeftick  Wdfiirc  of  the  Nation :  Thefe  were 
hi  Night-Caps.  The  third  Party  was  a  kind  of  flying 
3n,  who  were  for  keeping  in  a  middle  Way,  and  were 
icnce  denominated  xh^  Hunting-Caps,  It  was  not  very 
fore  the  firft  Party  appeared  to  have  a  great  Majority  j 
it  reouired  Time  to  execute  their  Defigns,  the  Diet, 
y  to  Cuftom,  continued  fitting  elc\'cn  Months,  and  be- 
sy  rofe,  turned  out  five  of  the  ScnajCors  that  had  been  moft 
led  in  renewing  the  Treaty  with  RuJJia. 
739,  a  Fr^r^  Squadron  of  five  Saif  commanded  by  the 
IS  jyJntin^  arrived  in  the  Baltick^  and  anchored  in  the 
f  Stockholm  :  With  what  View  this  Squadron  came,  has 
thcr  cuefled  at  than  known ;  but  there  was  one  Circum- 
ittended  it,  which  deferves  particular  Notice.  The  King 
*den  prefented  the  Sword  he  wore  at  the  Time  the  Mar- 
d  his  Audience  of  him  to  that  Officer,  with  this  extxz-^ 
J  Compliment;  /  give  you  thisj  Sir^  with  the  greater 
•f,  hecaufe  I  am  fur e,^  you  will  draw  *it  on  all  Occafions  for 
T  and  my  SuhjeSfs  will  draw  ours  for  France,  Another 
happened  in   this  Year,    which   likewife   made  much 

the  States  had  tak<*n  care  to  difcharge  the  Debts  con-, 
bjr  the  late  King  Charles  XII.  in  Turky,  and  had  cm- 
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ployed  fer  that  Purpofey  as  wdl  as  for  fome  others  perhaps  of- 
much  greater  Importance,  one  Major  MaUobn  Simlaitj  who 
in  his  Keturn  was  murdtfed  bj a  kufftanOttcer  near  Naum' 
bourg  in  Siujkj  on  the  6th  of  june^  and  all  his  Papen  taken  . 
from  him,  which  contributed  to  heighten  the  Refentment  of 
the  Swfdes  againft  that  Nation,  notwithftanding  the  Czarinm 
diibwned  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  her  having  any  Concern 
in  that  Matter. 

The  very  iame  Day  Major  Sindair.  was  murdered^  died 
Cbarlis  t^iikt  of  Hoylein  Gattorty  who  always  confidored 
him^as  prefiunptive  Heir  to  tne  Crown  of  Sweden.  The 
next  Year  died  the  Emperor  Charles  VL  and  Anne  Empiefi  of 
Ruffia^  which  facilitated  the  Defigns  of  tfaofe  who  endeavourisd 
to  bring  the  Swedes  to  declare  tnat  War  againft  the  RuJJmm^: 
which  at  laft  broke  out  in  the  Month  of  Jufy  174 1,  the  Con-' 
fequences  of  which,  are  too  well  known  to  be  dwdt  upon  here^ 
It  was  attended  with  nothing  but  Misfortunes  from  the  be- 
ginning ;  and  while  things  went  fo  ill  on  the  Frontiers,  there 
happened  a  very  unlucky  Event  at  Stockholm^  which  was  the 
Dc^  of  the  Queen  the  latter  End  of  Noveiaber  1741.  The 
Swedes  were inbopes that thines would  have  gone  oettcr  after 
the  great  Revolution  in  Ruffta^  which  placed  the  EmpreA 
,£B%abetb  upon  the  Throne  ^  but  after  various  Negotiations, 
the  War  broke  out  again  with  greater  Heat  than  ever ;  and  the 
Swedes^  who  had  fo  often  in  K)rmer  times  beat  the  Ruffians^ 
were  now  beaten  by  them  over  and  over,  the  beft  Part  oftheir 
Army  made  Prifoncrs,  and  all  the  Country  of  Finland  loil^ 
whidi  reduced  them  to  the  hardNecei&ty  of  making  Peace  upon 

X  the  beft  Terms  they  could  obtain. 

While  this  w^s  under  Confideration,  the  Diet,  which  was 

:  figain  aflemUed,  proceeded  in  the  great  Aftair  of  the  Succeffion 
to  the  Crown,  the  eftabliftiing  of  which  they  hoped  would  con- 

.  tribute  to  change  the  mekmcholy  Face  of  their  Afiairs.  But  for 
the  prefent  this  occafioned  new  Divifions,  and  ftill  greater 
Confofions.  There  were  four  Candidates  for  the  Succei&on ;  die 
firft  was  the  young  Duke  of  Holftein  Gettorpj  fupportcd  by  ma- 
ny of  the  Nobility,  and  by  a  ftrong  Party  amongft  the  BurffdOfa^ 
as  well  as  by  the  whole  Order  of  Peaiants  i  the  fecond  wu 
Prince  Frederick  of  HenH-CaJfel^  Nephew  to  the  King,  for 
whom  all  the  Clergy  declared ;  the  third  was  the  Prince  of 
Denmarkj  who  had  a  very  confideraUe  Part}' ;  and  the  fourth 
the  Duke  of  DeuxpontSy  in^o  is  alfo  of  the  Royal  Family  of 
Sweden^  and  had  but  a  fmall  Party.  After  very  warm  De* 
bates,  the  Duke  of  Holftein.  was  declared  SuccefTor,   in  the 

^  Month  of  Oilobef-  1742,  by  a  Majority  of  two  Votes  onlyi 
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i  'Zeal  And  unanimity  toelpoule  the  Interdt  ottbe 
f  Dinmarky  to  whom  alfo  the  Qergy  feemed  to  kam  ;  - 
^gmk  infifted  on  the  cdline  to  a  fevere  ^^ocxM^nt  the 
\  that  bad-commanded  .the  forces  in  the  two  laft  Cam* 
and  thofe  veiy  Perfons-  that  had  (hewn  the  groateft 
I  in  promoting  the  War  with  JZir^EeZy  were  now  eqiudly 
1  demanding  the  Puniflunent  of  all  fuch  as  were  the 
rs  of  that  War. 

ithemidft  of  thefe  domeflkk  Difputes,  Peace  appeared 
rious  as  ever,  and  the  Diet  feemed  equally  unable  to 
Thoughts  of  loiing  Finland  entirely,  or  iaUing  upon 
edient  for  recovering  it ;  except  receiving  it  as  an  £- 
t  from  the  Hands  <»  the  Gzarinaf  with  which  View 
mnici  Majefty  having  oflered  hia  Mediation,  the  Con- 
were  continued  at  ^69.    Thefe,  at  laft^  ended  in  a 
by  which  Ruffia  confented  to  reftore  all  that  had  been 
1    diis  War  from  Swiden^  except  a  fmall  ]>ifbi&  in 
and  to  renew  the  Peace  between  the  twd  Nations, 
the  States  of  Swedm  fhould  elc6l  Prince  AdJphus  Fn-^ 
^dminiftrator  of  Holjiein  and  Biibop  of  Lubic^    Sue- 
I  iJie  Crown ;   and  in  tUs  Cafe  the  voung  Duke  of 
,  vAiom  they  had  already  defied^  ana  who  was  now 
hereditary  Prince  of  Sweden^  offered  to  make  a  fo« 
ion  of  all  his  Claim  and  Rig^  lo  the  Swedijb 
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Auurthed  dlre<ffly  to.  die  City  of  Stockholm^  under  Pretence,  of. 
fupporting  the  Intereft  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark^  in  which 
they  peridled,  notwithftandinfr  the  King  took  all  poffible  M&i.. 
thcids  to  reduce  them  by  hix  Means  to  their  Duty.    At  laft 
the  Malecontents  attempted  by  Force  to  overturn  what  the 
King  and  the  States   ot    Sweden   had   confentcd   to,    which 
obliged  his  Majefty,  much  againft  his  Will,  to  employ  Force. 
likewife,  and  this  too  in  his  capital  City  ;  where  after  a  (harp  < 
Engagement,  in  which  one  of  the  .Senators  at  the  Head  cS 
the  King's  Troops  was  mortally^  wounded,   the  Rebels  were 
totally  defeated,  obliged  to  lay  aown  their  Arms  and  fubmit 
to  the  King's  Mercy,    ^ich  was  extended  to  them .  in  the 
moft  ample  Degree,   notwithftanding  the  Blackneis  of   their 
Crime. 

*  But  this  extraordinary  Inftance  of  Royal  Clemency,  did  not 
foften  the  Refentment  of  the  Peafants  againft  two  unfortunate 
Noblemen,  viz*  Count  Leeutvenhaupt  and  Baron  Buddenbrok^' 
vaiko  to  fati$fy  them,  had  been  condemned  for  want  of  Suc<- 
oeis  in  the  two  laft  Campaigns,  and  whofe  Execution  was 
now  demande4  with  fuch  Heat,  that  the  moft  merciful  Mo-i 
naoch  in  the  World  could  not  refufe  it.  Lieutenant*-General 
Baron  Buddctihrok  fullered  firfl,  on  the  fixtecnth  of  July  in  the 
fame  Year ;  but  Field*Marlhal  Count  Loeuwenhautt  made  his 
Efcape,  yet  was  foon  after  retaken  ;  and  notwithftanding  the 
Nobility  and  Olergy  were  inclined  to  fpare  his  Life,  the 
Peafants  were  fHU  inflexible  \  and  to  fatisfy  them,  he  was  ac- 
cording to  his  Sentence  beheaded.  The  King  retired  to  his 
Country  Palace,  till  thefe  melancholy  Scenes  ia  ere  over»  and  the 
Peafants,  graltified  in  their  Revenge,  confentcd  to  the  £lc£Hon, 
which  being  fignified  to  Duke  jfdolphus^  he  went  foon  after 
to  Stockhobn^  where  he  was  received  with  univerfal  Ac- 
(Jamations,  ■ 

The  King  of  Denmark^  who  for  Reafons  that  will  appear 
in  tlie  next  Article,  had  many  Motives  to  difiike  this  fudden 
and  extraordinary  Elevation  of  the  Houfe  of  Hol/lein^  and 
who  befides  was.  not  a  little  mortified  on  the  Score  of  his 
Son's  being  fct  afide  to  make  -wxyior  the  Biiliop  cf  Lubeci 
began  to  make  fuch  vaft  Military  Preparations  as  fccmcd  to 
f^k  a  I>efign  of  invading  Sweden^  and  which  \ov  fome 
Months  not  only  amufed  the  North,  but  all  Europe ;  yet  the 
Czarina  foimd  qieans  tp  lay  this  Storm,  by  declaring  roundly 
to  the  Courts  of  Stockholm  and  Ccpenkagen^  that  ihc  would 
maintain  the  £le£Hon  (he  had  promoted,  with  the  whole 
Force  of  her  Empire.    To  eihbljfh  the  Pe^ce  of  the  King* 
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dqm  more  efFefhially,  it  was  thought  highly  requifite,  that 
the  new  Prince  Succeflbr  fhould  marry,  and  accordingly  heef- 
poufed  the  Pfincefs  Lmfa  Ulrica^  Sifter  to  the  King  oiPniffia^ 
by  whom  he  has  already  two  Sons. 

The  prevailing  Party  in  this 'Kingdom,  arc  thought  to  hare 
been  disappointed  in  their  Views  as  to  the  Succeflion ;  in  Refe- 
rence to  which  it  has  been  ftrongly  fufpcdlcd,  that  they  in- 
clined rather  to  the  Duke  of  Deuxponts^  than  to  Prince  AdsU 
fbus  of  lioJJlein ;  but  after  this  great  Point  was  once  fettled^ 
sod  the  Prince  Succeflbr  arrived  in  Siufdcn^  they  made  their 
Court  to  him  with  fuch  Succcfs,  that  it  was  not  long  be- 
fore the  World  became  fcnfible,  that  cither  his  Royal  Hig^- 
nds  had  embraced  their  Principles,  or  thought  proper  to  wear 
the  Appcamnce  of  having  adopted  -  them,  in  ordtr  to  render- 
himielf  popubr.  In  this,  it  may  be,  he  w;  nt  farther  than 
was  neceilary,  (Ince  it  is  agreed  that '  his  own  and  his  Con- 
fort's  Behaviour  has  been  fo  full  of  Redtitude  and  Affability, 
that  without  efpoufmg  any  Party  Maxims,  they  miglit  have 
attrafied  the  Efteem,  and  fccured  theAfFcftions  of  the  Peo- 
pkt  But  Count  GylUnburghy  who  was  the  Head  of  the  Country 
rarty  in  Sweden^  was  a  Man  of  fo  great  Parts,  and  knew 
how  to  place  the  Notions  he  had  cfpoufed  info  fair  a  Light, 
that  we  need  not-  wonder  he  gained  an  Afccndant  over  a 
Prince,  whofc  Virtues,  Sincerity,  and  Candour,  made  him  the 
more  ready  to  believe,  what  with  groat  Addrels  was  reprc- 
fented  to  him  as  the  true  Interefts  of  tlie  Nation.  Another 
Incident  contributed  not  a  little  to  fix  him  in  thefe  Opinions^ 
and  that  was  the  Refolution  taken  by  the  governing  Party 
in  Sweden^  to  fall  in  with  the  Views  o(  his  Frujpan  Majefty  j 
in  order  to  which,  a  Treaty  was  f:-t  on  foot  between  the 
two  Crowns,  which  has  been  Cncc  concluded  and  ratified  by 
the  Confent  of  the  Diet,  and  to  which  the  Crown  of  France 
hasalfo  acceded. 

It  was  very  natural  that  this  Conduf^  in  the  Prince  Suc- 
ceflbr fhould  not  be  well  relifheJ  in  Rujfia^  where  from  the 
Jealoufies  entertained  firft  of  the  Mirquis  rf*  Botta^  next  of 
the  M2rqu\s  df  la  Ch^tardie  and  Baron  MardefAdU  .t^J  laft  of 
I^r.  D^AlUon^  it  was  very  apparent  tliat  fo  clofe  -uw  Inter- 
coiirfe  with  the  Courts  of  Verfailles  and  BtTliuj  muft  of  Ne- 
ccflity  create  Sufpicions,  But  notwithftanding  evtiry  Method 
poiBble  has  been  tryed  by  Letters  from  tlie  Czrzrina  and 
^le  Imperial  Prince,  to  give  another  T  urn  to  his  Royal  High- 
nc6*s  Sentiments,  he  has  hitherto  remained  firm  to  the  Party 
he  embraced  fo  early;  tho'  at  the  fame  time  he  has  in  the 
f^oSk  publick  M;inncr  acknowledged    his  Qblic^itvon^  ta  A^^ 


C^rina^  and  pro&fled  the  higjbeft  perfonal  Regard  and  Efteem 
for  her  Imperial  Majeftv,  cohufteht  with  wKat  he  takes  to' W"^ 
his  Duty  and  Intereft  in  purfuihg  the  WcUare  of  the  Sti/r-  ^ 
df/b  Nation.  It  was  thought,  diat  upon  the  I^eath  of  Count' 
Gyllenburghy  fome  Alteration  might  have  happtoed;  bnt'the 
long  Illnefs  of  that  great  Minifter,  who  in  the  midft  6f  Bodiljr  • 
Pains  and  Inifirmities  retained  not  only  his  Abilities,  bat  ins  ^ 
Party-Eniagcments  to  the  very  laft,  ^ve  him  ah  Opportunity^ 
of  preparing  every  diing  in  favour  of  Count  7{^/7  his  intend- ' 
cd  Succeflpr. 

It  is  true,  that  the  Court  of.  Ruffia  took  a  very  bilfk  Step  to  ' 
prevent  the  Promotion  of  this  xsfobleman,  by  charging  mm ' 
with  beins  an  Enemy  to  the  Harmony  and  sood  Uhderftanding- 
between  the  two  Crowns,  which  however  had  not  die  Succefi  ^ 
that  was  expected  from  it.    For  the  Diet  being  at  that  Hme-' 
fitting.  Count  Tejpn  took  in  Appearance  a  kefohition  of  quit-" 
ting  all  his  Employments  ;    previous  to  this,  he  defo^  hb 
Conduct  might  be  examined  by  the  States,  in  which  he  fheifed 
himielf  as  wife  and  aUe  a  Man  as  his  PrcdeceSbr,  fmce  he 
forefaw  that  this  muft  either  open  a  Way  to  a  lafe  and  honour- 
able Retreat,  or  elfe  bring  the  States  of  'th'6  Kingdom  to 
efpoufe  his  Intereft  as  their  own,  and  make 'his  Elevation  to 
the  Poft  of  Prefident  of  the  Chancery  an  AS  of  the  Diet. 

To  pufli  this  more  e{Fe£hially,  the  Difcovery  of  a  new  Plot 
was  fet  on  foot,  to  which  the  wild  and  unguarded  Expreiiions 
of  an  inconfidcrable  and  dcfperate  Man,  gave  the  Colour  of 
Truth  i  aiid  this  was  fd  well  managed,  that  after  a  formal 
Tryal  and  Conviflion,  this  Perfon  was  executed  Au^ift  9, 
1747,  at  Stockholm  ;  and  others  who  were  ftiled  his  Accom- 
plices were  Ijkewife  puniftied,  but  not  with  fo  great  Severity.  At 
length  the  Report  of  the  fecret  Committee  having  been  made 
entirely  in  his  Favour,  Count  TrJJin  was  raifed  to  the  Poft 
bcforementiohed,  with  all  the  Circumftanccs  of  Honour  and 
Reputation  that  a  Subjeft  could  receive.  All  Things  from 
that  Time  have  gone  in  the  fame  Channel  into  which  they 
were  turned  by  Count  Gyllenburghy  and  to  intereft  all  Ranksr 
and  D^ees  of  People  in  the  Nation  more  efFeftually  in  fup- 
port  ot  the  new  Syftem,.  three  Orders  of  Knighthood  have 
been  inftitirt^  or  revived,  vit.  the  Seraphim^  the  Stvortlf 
ana  tht  North  Star,  fo  that  it  is  noteafy  to  conceive  a  Poli- 
tical Plan,,  either  better  contrived  or  more  difcreetly  executed' 
than  this  has  hectu  His  Swedtjb  Majefty,  who  is  now  thd 
oldeft  Monarch  in  Europe^  has  been  rather  paftive  in  thefe 
extraordinary  Tran£i£Hons  than  forward,  agreeable  to  the  Calm- 
iieis  gf  h^.  Temper,  to  the  unfettled  State  of  his  Health,  ancl 
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declining  Yean ;  but  has  all  along  bdiaved  in  a  manner 
IS  prefcrved  to  him  the  utmoft  Rdped^  as  wdl  as  the 
ncere  and  hearty  AfFeAions  of  his  People. 
Reign  haa  been  one  of  the  mildeft  with  which  this,  or 
any  other  People  were  ever  bleiled  ;  he  has  always  Ihewn 
[Concern  for  whatever  related  to  the  good  of  his  People ; 
>moted,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  every  Projeft  that 
either  to  heighten  or  to  fecure  dieir  Felid^ ;  and  has 
discovered  an^  Backwardnefi  or  want  of  Spirit,  but 
he  was  unwilling  to  lend  the  Colour  of  his  Authority 
fe  AQs  of  Party  Violence,  which  as  a  wife^  a  eooo, 
humane  Prince,  he  could  not  but  in  his  Heart  dilap* 

It  13  thercforb  not  at  all  ftrange,  that  he  (hpuld  be  fo 
ally  beloved,   or  that  Heaven  fliould  lengthen  his  Life 

the  Expedhtions  even  of  his  Pinriicians,  in  com- 
with  the  Vows  and  Prayers  of*  his  ^ubje^,  who  re- 
m  with  all  the  Tenderheis  due  to  a  common  Parent 
s  we  have  given  a  large  Account  of  the  AQairs  of 
I  from  that  ^ra,  at  which  fliefirft  began  to  make  a  Figure 
I  the  Powers  of  Europey  down  to  the  prefent  Times  j 
/e  fhewn  how  ihe  extended,  and  how  fhe  loft  her  Do- 
s,  how.  (he  changed  her  Conftitution,  and  froni  being 
I    became  an  abiolute,  and  now  a  limited  Monarchy' 

All  which  Circumftances  the  Reader  will  find  not 
quifitc  to  the  underftandin^  what  we  have  to  lay  of 
litical  Interefts  of  this  Nation,  but  alfo  highly  ufeful' 
eOt  to  the  remaining  Hiftory  of  the  North,  inafmuch 
ft  every  remarkable  Event  therein,  at  leaft  for  feveral 
aft,  is  fome  Way  or  other  connoted  with  the  Affairs 
Kingdom ;  fo  that  the  Room  we  have  taken  in  this, 
ible  us  to  be  more  concifc  in  the  fucceeding  Articles," 
t  rendering  them  in  flie  leaft  obfcure  by  that  Con* 


here  was  no  Way  of  learning  the  Intereft  of  Swederiy 
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arc  likcwife  mod  finccrcly  zealous  for  the  Proteftant  Religion'. , 
a<icor4ing  to  tlie  Lutheran  Dodlrine,   which  is  not  only  the  \ 
Faith  by  Law  cftablifhed,  but  the  only  one  tolerated  in  that 
Kingdom.  '  The  Npbilitv,  Gentry,  and  better  fort  of  People,  " 
have  all  a  Tindlure  of  Learning,  and  very  few  have  more  j 
they  have  always  been  eftcemed  loyal  to  their  Princes,  and  * 
have    generally  flievvn  themfelves  hearty  Friends  to  Libert)', 
tho'  tlicy  have  been  fometimes  miftaken  about  it,  and  yet  have 
p?rfifted  obftinately  in  their  Miftakes. 

As  to  the  Vices  of  the  Swedes^  they  arc  at  leaft  as  confpi- 
cuous  as  their  Virtues ;  they  have  a  Ficklcnefs  in  their  Tern- . 
pers,  which  nroves  equally  fatal  to  them  in  the  Purfuit  of 
Ppli  ticks  or  Learning  5  they ,  have  a  great  Proportion  of  Vanity, ' 
which  displays  itfelf  particularly  in  Furniture  and  Equipage ; 
for  as.  to  thofe  Expences  that  make  no  Shew,  tlicfc  People  are 
by  Nature  little  addiflcd  to  them.  But  the  Vice  predomi- 
nant among  them  is  Envy,  directed  more  efpecially  againft 
Strangers,  who  if  they  thrive  in  Trade,  at  Court,  or  in  the 
Army,  fills  the  P:Cople  with  an  unaccountable  Malice  and 
Difpleafure,  And  tlic  fame  bad  Turn  they  are  apt  to  take 
even  againft  their  own  Countrj'men,  more  efpecially  if  they 
(bring  from  a  low  B^inning,  or  rife  at  too  quick  a  Rate. 
They  are  not  much  inclined  to  Manufa<Slurcs,  nor  have  they 
any  true  Genius  for  Trade,  tliough  they  have  good  Shi^is  and 
fkilful  Seamen  J  but  they  are  fufpicious,  efpecially  where"  Fo- 
reigners are  concerned,  and  fo  very  impatient  if  Things  do 
not  immediately  fuqcced,  that  there  fecms  to  be  no  great 
Rcafon  to  apprehend,  tbeir  very  foon  acquiring  ah  extenfivc 
Commerce,  or  confcqucntly  their  becoming  a  maritime  Power  1 
but  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  prefumed,  they  will  not 
negledt  that  Naval  Strength  which  they  have  already  acquired, 
and  for  the  fupport  of  which,  as  well  as  for  all  other  Things 
ufcful  or  nccciVary  to  the  Publick,  the  Laws  have  made  a 
competent  Prpvifion  in  Sweden. 

After  confidcring  this  fair  and  impartial  Chara£ler  of  the 
Swedijh  Nation,  we 'need  not  be  at  all  furprizej  at  the  va- 
rious Revolutions  to  which  tlieif  Government  has  been  fub- 
jcul.  The  Love  of  Freedom  has  been,  to  fay  the  Truth, 
their  reigning  Paffion ;  and  not  being  always  able  to  fee  fo 
difligflly  how  thofe  Evils  migju  be  cured,  which  they  well 
enough  difccrncd  did  not  become  a  brave  Ration  to  endure, 
they  took-  fuch  Methods  as  were  didated  either  by  their  own 
Dcfpair,  or  they  were  advifcd  to  by  fuch  as  undertook  to  pro- 
cure their  Deliverance.  But  ftill  there  were  fomc  (hort  Max- 
ims, and.foi^e  fun^su^ex^td   Articks  of  Govq^nnlcnty   froni 
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which  they  nc^'er  departed,  and  upon  which  they  grounded 
thar  Conuitution  which  took  Place  after  they  fhook  off  the 
Yoke  of  Denmark^  and  heftowed  the  Crown  upon  Gujiavus 
Vafa^  from  v/hom  their  Kings  arc  dcfccrided.  Ambngit  thcfc 
fundamental  Points,  the  two  moft  material  were  the*  preferv- 
ing  the  Lcgiflative  Power  entirely  to  die  Stktes  of  the  Kitfg* 
dom,  and  fo  much  of  the  Executive  as'  was  titbught  expe- 
dient for  the  puhlick  Good  in  the  Hands  of  the  Senate  $  upon 
which  two  Columns  they  conceived  the  Strufture  of  their 
Common-wealth  might  always  reft,  wifliout  danger  of  Sub« 
verfion.  { 

As  for  the  States  of  tlic  Kingdom,  the  ufualTimeof  their 
A&mbly  is  once  in  three  Years,  or  oftener,  if  the  AiFairs  of 
the  Kingdom  recjuire  it.  The  Letters  for  calling  them  to* 
ecther  are  font  to  die  Governors  of  the  feveial  Provinces, 
into  which  the  Kingdom  is  divided^  who  thereupon  write 
to  each  Nobleman  and  Gentleman  of  their  Province,  and  to 
the  Bifhops,  who  caufe  \hc  fame  to  be  publifhed  in  all  the 
P^fli  Churches.  The  Body  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  are 
reprefented  by  one  of  each  r  amily,  of  which  there  arc  above 
X  thoufand  in  Sweden^  and  with  thcni,  that  is  in  the  Chamber 
of  Nobles,  the  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Major,  and  One 
Captain  of  each  Regiment,  fit  arid  vote.  For  the  Clergy,  befides 
the  Biihops  and  Super-intendants;  in  each  rural  Deanery,  or 
Diftrift  containing  ten  Parifhcs,  one  is  chofcii  and  maintain- 
ed at  the  Charge  of  the  Electors ;  thefe  make  a  Body  of  about 
two  hundred.  The  Reprefcntatives  of  the  Burghers  are  chofen 
by  the  Magiftrates  and  Common  Council  of  each' Corporation, 
of  which  Stocihclm  fends  four,  other  Places  two,  and  fome  one, 
who  make  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  Pea- 
lants  of  each  Diftricl  chufe  one  of  their  own  Quality  to  ap- 
pear for  them,  whofe  Charges  they  bear,  'and  give  him  In- 
ftru^lions  about  fuch  Matters,  as  they  think  need  Redrefs; 
they  are,  generally  fpeaj^ingi  about  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

At  their  firft  Meeting  tne  King  is  prefcift  with  the  Senate, 
and  the  Prriident  of  the  Chancery  makes  thorn  a  Speech  on 
the  part  of  his  Majeft}^  in  which  he  gi Ves  them  a  fhort  Account 
of  what  has  happened  fmce  their  laft Meeting^  and  of  the  prin« 
cjp^  Points  they  are  called  tdg^er  to  confult  about';  and  after 
an  Anfwer  given  by  the  Speaker  of  each  of  the  four  Orders,  they 
^thdraw  to  their  refpe£Hve  Houfes,  where  each  elcfts  out  of  its 
own-  Body^  a  certain  Number  of  Members  to  make  up'  the 
fecret^  Committee,  that  prepare  and  digeft  Matters  for  the 
Confideradon  of  the  States.    Each  of  the  fevcral  Orders  hk%  % 
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negative  Voice,  but  in  dieir  refeefiive  Houfes  die  Majoriqr  of 
Votes  aUblutdy  decides  the  Buhnefs. 

The  Reafon  that  die  Military  Officers  have  in  Ri^t  of  dieir 
Gonuniffions  a  Seat  in  the  Diet  is,  becaufe  the  Army  tntjm  a 
Part  of  die  Conftitution  }  die  Officers  are  for  Life,  and  luve 
Eftates  in  Land,  which  are  let  at  Rents  c^ivalrnt  to  thdr  Pay ; 
and  being  generally  Men  of  good  Families  befide,  there  are 
no  Inconveniendes  to  be  feand  from  their  having  Seats  in 
the  Diet  As  diere  are  no  Diflenters  in  Sweden  of  anyJDcno- 
mination  whatever,  this  obliges  their  Princes  to  court  ^the 
Clergy  very  much.  The  Houfe  of  Burgefles  is  commonly 
well*afFe£led  to  the  Crown,  and  remarkably  moderate  in  dieir 
Proceeding.  The  Pea&nts,  on  die  contrary,  are  often  very 
warmand  very  obftinate ;  and  thor  may  be  confidered,  to  uie 
a  Phrafe  adapted  to  our  own  Cooititudon,  as  the  Country  In- 
tereft  in  Sweden^  or  rather,  as  the  more  modern  ExproSon 
is,  the  Landed  Intereft;  and  on  that  Account  have  great  Re- 
gard paddthem.  Each  of  the  Houfes  have  a  Right  to  represent 
their  rdbeSive  Grievances  to  the  Kipg,  who  gives  feparatdy 
fuch  Anfwers  as  he  thinks  proper;  and  at  theConclufion  of  die 
Diet  every  Member  of  the  Orders  of  the  Clergy,  Buig^fles  and 
Peafants,  tias  an  Extract  given  him  of  their  whole  Proceeding 
and  die  King's  Anfwer  to  their  Grievances,  which  he  cames 
home  to  his  Conflituents. 

The  Senate  hath  not  only  Authority  to  advife  the  King  in 
all  Bufmeis  of  Importance,  but  may  likcwife  admonifh,  and 
even  over-rule  him,  in  cafe  he  attempts  any  thing  contrary 
to  Law ;  and  without  the  Concurrence  of  the  Senate  he  can 
undertake  nothing  of  Importance.  They  take  an  Oadi  of 
Fidelity  to  the  Kingdom,  and  are  accountable  for  dieir  Con- 
duct to  the  States,  v%o,  in  cafe  they  difapprove  the  Behaviour 
of  any  of  them,  mav,  though  it  be  very  feldom  done,  remove 
them.  In  the  three  laft  Reigns  their  Power  was  muqh  leflened, 
and  in  fome  Meafure  taken  away,  but  it  is  now  reftored,  and 
made  a  fundamental  Part  of  the  Conftttudon.  They  hs^ve  the 
Direfdon  of  the  Revenue,  and  in  cafe  of  the  King's  Ablence 
from  his  Dominions,  they  have  the  executive  Pov^r  endrdy 
in  their  Hands.  The  King  appoints  all  Military  Officers  under 
the  Decree  of  Colonel ;  but  in  appointing  Officers  of  that^  or  of 
a  fupenor  Rank,  he  muft  have  the  Conient  of  the  Senate  s  and 
the  lame  is  neceffiuy  in  framing  and  publifhing  Proclamations  and 
other  A£b  of  State. 

It  appears  clearly  from  hence,  that  the  Ropl  Power  in  Swi» 
^  is  as  much  limited  as  in  any  Country  in  the  World ',  and  die 
annulling  all  Pretence  to   arbitrary,    independent,  or  ablb- 

lute 


'  Kite  Power  !ti'' ihe  Crown,  is  alfo  become  a  fiindtihendd  Law; 

$p  diat  the  Inooachments  of  Charles  XL  ^vhoniade  \dk  of 

'  the  States  td  weaken  and  cohtrbul  theSenate,  land  of  Charts 

^  .  XB.  who  lUg^ited  and  difr^^arded  the  States  themfdves  to  Im^ 

'  iipmcCf^  2StQ  talk  of  fending  One  of  his  old  Boots  ito  dired 

tbem  iii  their  EMiberatipnSj  Iiato  proved  the  Meaiis  <^.  reftoring 

'the  old  Gowiuneiit  \o  its  fiiH  Vigour,  and  taught  A/t  Swedes 

to  put  their  Conftitution  on  as'rf^t  as  well  as  regular  an  Efta- 

^  Uimment,  as  any  that  occurs  tither  in  antient  or  modem  Hi- 

ftoiT.  Nor  is  there'  at  prefent  much  Probability,  that  the  Crown 

mil  ever  acquirefucha'D^iree  of  Power  as  isrequifite  toako: 

it  in  any  material  Point. 

The  Revenue  of  the  Crown,  of  rather  Kingdom  of  Swe4kn^ 
has  been  very  much  lefl^ed  by  the  repeated  .Misfortunes 
iiiflained  during  the  long  War  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King» 
and  that  which  has  happened  -under  his  prefent  Majefty  againft 
Riiffig.  But  however,  as  the  lExpences  of  the  vjovemment 
liave  alfo  been  leflened,  diere  ftill  remains  a  competent  Pro-' 
vifion  for  the  Kin^s  Civil  and  Military  Lifts,  and  whatever 
cUe  is  requifite  for  the  PuUick  Service ;  fo  that  while  their  Fi- 
nances are  rtgiiiajXj  and  frugally  managed,  they  will  always 
be  able  to  maintam  their  Government  in  fuch  a  Condition  as 
not  to  ftand  at  all  in  Need  of  Subfidies  from  Foreign  Courts, 
or  to  be  apprehenfive  in  any  Degree  of  Invaiions  from  their 
Nrighbours. 

Tney  are  likewife  in  lefs  Danger  of  fufFering  by  a  long  Peaco 
Aan  moft  other  Nations,  becaufe  they  conftandy  Icccp  up  a  ^cst 
Body  of  regular  Troops,  and  tl^at  without  any  Danger  to  meir 
Liberties.  Tor  die  Ariny  in  Sweden  is  the  Army  of  the  King- 
dom, and  every  Foot  &>ldier  is  maintained  by  his  own  Free- 
hold, afligned  him  by  the  Conftitution  ;  and  from  hence,  as  has 
been  obferved,  is  ddrived  ^the  Right  of  their  Officers  to  fit  and 
vote  in  the  I^et,  becaufe  they  ane  pofleiTed,  as  OiHcers,  of  fo 
laig^  a  Landed  Hx)perty  therein,  an  Eftste  for  the .  Mainte- 
nance of  a  Colonel  being  worth  three  hundred  Pounds  Sterling 
a  Year,  ^d  fo  in  Proportion.  From  whence  we  may  eafily  di£ 
cem,  diat  no  Sort  of  Argument  can  be  drawn  from  this  Prac- 
tice in  Swiden^  to  countenance  the  admitting  military  Officers 
into  the  Diets,  States,  or  Parliaments  of  other  Counnries,.  where 
their  Circumflances  are  quite  different  from  what  they  arc  Hsre^ 
There  is  another  Convenience  which  refults  t»  the  6W^iSrj  from 
this  wife  Setdement  of  their  Militia,  which  is,  that  the  Laws  are 

Siaided  by  die  Soldiers ;  who,  as  they  derive  their  Property  from 
eirprefent  Conftitution,  will  bealways  Friendsto  it, and  Enemies 
to  fiich  as  IhaJl  labour  to  overturn  it,  vfhether  MiniftenacPeo- 
-    -  t3^. 


pfl,  ri  appeared  plainly  in  the  Qafe-oC^the  laftlnfumefHOfH 
^^'hfn  the  Army  icznaixicd  firm  to  dicir  Duty,  and  will  very 
pro^bly  appear .  in  direct  Oppoiition  to  ..his  MeaTures^  if  any 
Prince  hereafter  fhould-Attcinpt to  extend  his  Power  beyond  Ae 
Limits  of  the  Lfaw.  And  it  it  chiefly  upon  thefc  Rcafcna  t|iat 
I  ground  my  Opinion  of  Swiden  rc0uij;;iing  in  a  Statq  of  qiyct 
Settlement  at  Hcime  for  loany  Years  to  comt'»  cfpecially.  now  the 
Succcfi.on  is  rcfulatcd^  and  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Svjeden.jA 
bleft  with  Ifluc  Male.  I^  us  next  loo^  to  her  Situation  a^ 
broad,  and  in  regard  tc  other  Countries. 

The  Intcrc{b  of  R'wedeH  arc  fo  changed  at  prcfent  from. what 
they  were  at  tljc  Tirnc  Baron  Pvffendirff  wrote  about  tlicm^ 
that  how  excellent  foc\'cr.  his  DifcoMric^  might  be  in  thofe 
l^imes,  they  can  now.  be  of- little  Ufe^  and,  perhaps,  inllead 
of  being  fcrviccable  they  contribute  to  miHead  us.  The  SxvedeSy 
who  in  former  Ajrcs  h.ad  very  little  to.  do  with  tl;c  Turks^  are 
bound  at  prcfent  to  maintain  the  Kn^gcments  they  have 'en- 
tered into  with  them,  in  order  to  l^xurje  their  Friendfhip.  in 
cafe  of  a  War  with  RuJJia.  Their  Intereft  with  regard  to. the 
kft  mentioned  Powcz  cannot  ealily  be.. ilatcd.  As  long  as  .the 
Swedes  are  inclined  to  think  Peace  abfolutcly  necdTary,  they  .will 
live  in  flri6t  Correfpondence  with  tins  Eippire  i  but  if  ever  the; 
(hould  entertain  diftlrcnt  Sentiments,  and  defirc  to  recover  tixoi 
fine  Provinces  which  formerly  were  annexed  to  their  Kingdom, 
and  made  the  niofl  valimolc  Part  of  their  Dominions,  they  nsay 
poflibly  find  fome  favourable  Opportunity  of  breaking  with  *the 
Court  of  Pettfjiurg ;  yet  this  muft  be- done  with  great  Caution, 
and  fuch  an  Opportunity,  as  Things  now  fland,  looks  as  if  it 
wa«;  at  a  very  great  Difhuice. 

But  as  to  any  Danger  that  the  Swides  are  in  from  .the 
preient  Power  of  the  Ruffians^  it  iccms  to  be  much  magnified 
by  thofe  who  would  be  thought  to  apprehend  it,  fince  it  is 
very  evident,  that  the  Ruffians  are  more  concerned  to  improve 
what  they  have,  than  to  acquire  new  Countries.  Befides^  the 
very  Lkj/Ics  of  the  Sweda  on  the  Side  of  Ruffia^  has  .been  at- 
tended with  fome  Advantages  elfewhere.  lo  the  firft  Place  it  has 
Icit  no  Room  for  Difputcs  between  them  and  the  FoUs ;  it  has 
given  the  Kinij  cf  Pruffta  a  new  Intereft,  fo  that  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable he  will  rather  contribute  to  prcferye  xhcSwediJh  Dommions 
in  Germany^  than  endeavour  to  get  .them  into  his  own  Handsy 
as  having  more  to  hope  from  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Swedes^  than 
from  the  fmall  Acccflion  of  Streng^  which  would  accrue  to 
him,  by  getting  what  they  ftill  havp  in  Pomcrania  added  to  his 
Territories.  It  is  the  fame  thing  in  ^efpeA  to  Denmark  ;  and 
itliough  there  has  been  a^long  H4tr^  between  tLhe  People  of  thofii 
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Kingdoms,  yet  diey  now  be^in  to  fee,  that  this  has  rendered, 
diem  botfi  unconfidered  ;  and  that  the  only  Way  for  them  to 
be  refpefied,  is  to  Hve  in  the  dofeft  and  ftriaeft  Friendfhip» 
ivUcfa  while  they  do,  no  Foreign  Power  will  be  able  to  hurt^ 
or  indined  probably  to  provoke  them. 

The  Swedes  have  for  a  long  Series  of  Years  had  a  very  clofe 
Obnne^on  with  the  French^  grounded  chiefly  on  Treaties  of 
ftAfidy,  and  a  fuppoied  Correfpondence  l)etween  their  In- 
ttreAs  ;  but  at  the  Bottom  this  Union  has  been  really  of  the 
ki^eft  Prejudice  to  Sweden^  as  creating  much  larger  Expen- 
C9BS  tfian  the  French  Subfidies  amount  to,  and  being  attended 
with  many  other  and  sreat  Inconvenient;  and  in  refpeft 
to  die  latter,  as  the  I^wer  of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  is  fo 
Bndi  declined,  and  her  Views  ib  manifeiUy  altered  fince 
die  bq^inning  of  the  prefent  Century,  the  Swedes  can  have 
nodiiiM^  to  for  from  her  on  that  Account,  or  to  hope  or  to 
ca|wcl  from  Ffoncem 

Their  Obligations  to  the  maritime  Powers,  but  more  efpe- 
dalhr  to  Great  Britain^  have  been  frequent  and  confiderable ; 
ib  tnat  Experience,  as  well  as  general  Maxims  of  Policy,  will 
*^  *  *  r  incline  them  to  a  conftant  Cultivation  of  that  \  riend- 
ich  has  fo  long  fubfifted  with  thofe  Powers,  and  which 
be  always  neceflary,  confidering  the  great  Efie£b  their  Squa- 
drons are  capable  of  producing  whenever  they  appear  in  the 
Babick. 

Thelntereft  which  Sweden  had  in  Germany  is  much  lef^ 
lened,  but  perhaps  it  is  ftill  as  ufefiil,  and  of  as  great  Confe- 

rtce  to  the.  Nation  as  ever,  fince  they  yet  preferve  a  Seat  in 
Diet  of  Ratijbony  are  highly  confidered  by  the  Proteflant 
Powers  in  the  Empire^  and  have,  or  may  have  for  their  faft 
Friends  now,  thole  who  were  formerly  their  bittereft  Enemies. 
Am  to  Sfmnj  Portugal^  Italy^  and  other  diftant  Countries,,  tho' 
thrir  Alliances  may  be  honourably  yet  they  can  hardly  be  very 
lifeful  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden. 

On  the  whole  we  may  venture  to  aflert,  that  in  her  pre- 
fait  Circumftanccs  Swedenrisza  only  follow  one  of  thefe  threi^ 
Couries.  She  may,  if  fkt  pleafes,  attend  to  reftoring  the 
inward  Strength  of  her  'People,  increafing  t^ir  Manufa£hu%t 
and  extending  dieir  Commerce,  in  which  cafeftie  muft  ftudy  to 
preferve  Peace  with  all  her  Neighbours,  which  may  be  eafihr 
illefied  $  and  will  perhaps  prove  the  fafdt,  fureft,  and  fpeedieft 
Way  of  repairing  her  Lofles,  and  reftorine  her  Credit,  without 
being  obliged  to  France^  or  any  other  Nation  for  Subfidies, 
whidi  have  always  produced  Fafhons  and  Divifions  in  that^and 
~    ~  9II  odiirNations. 
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She  maj  attach  herfelf  to  Rujfia  in  fupDort  of  the  Intereft:  of 
the  Houfe  of  Holftein^  and  in  that  Caie  (he  will  perbqps  be 
ahlc  to  extend  herTxude  through  that  Emj^re  to  P^jf^Eti ;  and 
may  likewife  reap  other  Advantages  from  her  AjQEfbrnce,  if,  m^ 
Change  {];iouId  happen  in  the  prefent^Circuji>^ances  of  thePeucEi 
of  Europe, 

'  Or,  laftly,  flie  may  throw  her  Weight  into  the  oppQJQib^^ 
Scale,  and  in  Conjundion  with  2)#in»ir/,  Pruffiaj  France^  and., 
perh24[>s  Polandj  cftablifli  a  Balance  of  Power  againfl  Rjjjfa^^ 
which  it  is  not  impoi&ble  may  likewife  be  attended  with  tome-' 
/Advantages.  But  without  doubt,  the  firft  is  the  wifeft  Comie^, 
atid  to  (ay  the  Truth,  if  all  the  Powexs  of  the  North  wcr^ 
united,  it  woul^  not  onlv  prove  for  their  conunon  Benefit,  bict 
mat  Advantages  woula  likewife  refult  from  thence  to  cvec]^ 
State  in  particular,  and  to  none  greater  than  to  Sweden.  Timo- 
will  {hew  how  far  thefe  Maxims  are  underftood  in  that  Countrjr^, 
and  will,  I  dare  fay,  abundantly  juftify  the  Reafonableitc&.  of' 
thcfe  Conje<Shires  as  to  the  future^  and  the  Impartiality  of  the 
Account  we  have  given  of  the  prefent  Interefts  of  this  Croiro^ 
and  Nation. 

C  H  A  P.     V. 

The  Revolutions  that  have  bappene J  in  Dew^akk^ 
the  modern  Hijiory^  the  prefent  Conllitution^  po* 
litical  Interefts y  and  particular  Views  of  that 
Crown. 

AS  the  Kings  of  Sweden  affe^l  to  ftile  themfelvea  Kings 
.  of  the  G0ths  and  Vandaby  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of. 
tho(e  great  Nations  that  were  once  fo  formidable  in  the  Worid;. 
fo  the  Danijh  Monarch  might  afliime  the  Title  of  King  ol: 
the  Cimbrians  and  Teutons^  the  former  of  which  had  almoft 
overturned  the  Roman  Commonwealth  when  in  the  2^ith  of 
its  Power,  and  the  latter  eftablifhed  thcmfelves  in  Germany  and 
GauL  After  the  Irruption  of  thefe  Nations  the  Jutes  took  Pof- 
fcflion  of  their  old  Territories,  who  beftowed  their  Names  upoa 
that  Part  of  the  Continent  which  remains  under  the  Power  of 
the  Danijh  Kings,  and  is  from  thence  ftibd  Jutland.  It  was. 
towards  the  Qofe  of  the  tenth  Century,  that  thcfe  People  be^ 
came  Chriftians.  Swenon^  or,  as  we  call  him,  SwainKing  of 
Dcnmarky  nude  himfclf  Mafter  of  a  great  Part  of  England,. 
and  left  a  very  extenlive  Monarchy  to  his  Son  Canutey  or,  ft$.theL 
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t^ams  cairhim,  Znutiy  fimamed  {he  Great.  His  Son  tfarcLL 
who  from  hitf  cxtraonliiiary  Swiftnefe  had  the  fimame  of  ^  Ilai^ 
jfiofy  was'King  of  England^  but  by  an  Error  very  common  2|- 
jtidtigft  Nortt^m-Natioris,  the  Danes  loft  their  Dominions  by 
diyioing  them.  Waldemar  the  Firft,  who  was  crowned  Armo 
Dm,  1 1 57,  took  the  Title  of  King  of  the  Vandahy  and  made 
himfelf  Matter  of  the  greateft  Part  of  Ponurania.  His  Son 
CanutUf  VI.  conquered  Lruoma^  and  introduced  the  Chriftian 
Kdi^on  diere.  He  was  fticceeded  bv  his  Son  Waldemar  dife 
Second,  who  conquered  a  great  Part  of  thef  Lower  Germany^  but 
held  it  not  long  \  for  the  Inhabitants  of  Pomerania  and  Meet" 
knhirgb  rtvoked,  the  People  of  Holffein  defted  a  Prince 
of  their  own ;  and  tKe  Teutonic  Knights  made  themfelves  Mar 
fters  of  Eftbonia  and  Livonia ;  after  which,  the  Power  of  ihih 
Kingdom  was  in  a  ereat  Meafure  broken,  as  well  by  civil 
Wan  at  home,  as  by  me  Advant^es  gained  over  them  by  theil: 
Ndghboun. 

But  notwithftanding  this  reverfe  of  Fortune,  it  once  more 
recovered  its  former  Grandeur,  and  this  by  the  Abilities  of  a 
Woman,  who  has  been  juftly  ftiled  the  Semiramis  of  the  North. 
Her  Name  was  Margaret,  and  her  Son  Olaus  VI.  King  of  Den* 
fUart^  alid  Heir  Apparent  to  Sweden,  dying  without  IfTue,  (he 
fucceeded  him  in  die  Poileffion  of  one  Kingdom,  and  in  his 
Pretenfions  to  the  other.  It  is  true,  that  (he  was  oppofed  by 
jBberty  who  took  the  Title  of  King  of  Sweden ;  but  having  d^ 
fcated  him,  and  made  him  Prifoner,  (he  compelled  the  Swede's 
to  acknowledge  her  for  their  Queen.  This  great  and  wife  Prin- 
cc&jfmMDom.  1395,  aiTembled  xtCalmar  the  States  of  Swe^ 
difij  Norway  and  Denmarky  and  there  perfwaded  by  her  eloquent 
Harangues,  they  framed  and  fetded  that  Conftitution  which 
has  b^n  fince  ftiled  the  Union  of  Calmar.  It  confifted  of 
three  principal  Articles :  Firft,  that  thefe  three  Kingdoms 
Ibould  for  the  future  conftitute  one  ele£tive  Monarchy,  and  upon 
the  Demife  of  the  reigning  Prince  the  SuccefTor  was  to  be 
dio&n  by  the  equal  Sunn^es  of  all  three  Nations;  the  fe* 
cond,  that  each  Kingdom  (hould  be  governed  by  its  own  Laws, 
defended  by  its  ownT'roops,  by  whom  all  the  principal  For- 
treflb  were  to  be  garrifoned,  and  no  Stranger  to  be  preferred 
to  a  civil  or  military  Employment  from  any  Motive,  or  upon 
any  Pretence  whatever ;  the  third,  that  the  General  Diet^^ 
compofed  of  the  States  of  all  the  three  Kingdoms,  (hould  be 
hdd  for  the  future  -aX  HetmJIadty  in  the  Province  of  Hallandl 
Thb  Conftitution,  which  was  intended  to  unite  infeparably' 
die  Intcre(b  of  the  Northern  Crowns,  proved  (fo  uncertain  a 
Thing  is  human  Policy)  the  Caufe  of  greater  DilTentiou,  ^rA  uv 
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Confequcnce  of  that  of  more  crud  and  bloody  Wan  thail 
even  thoie  which  had  been  excited  in  formor  Agss. 

TheTe  lafted  for  about  two  hundred  Years,  when  idie  Jham 
having  ele£ted  Chriftiern  I.  Count  of  OUenbourgj  he  was  aUb 
through  the  Intrigues  of  the  then  Archbifliop  of  Vpfaly  ekAedl 
King  of  Swedettj  by  which  the  Union  of  Calmar  vtfzMttmiA^ 
but  It  was  not  long  before  the  Swidet  threw  off-  the  JJjMmfi 
Yoke  again;  and  mis  Prince  dyin^  left  his  Dominiws  and 
Pretenfions  to  his  Son  Jobfty  who  after  a  troublefome  Reig^;  of 
thirty*two  Years,  in  which  he  was  never  able  to  reduoT-tbe 
Swedes  J  deceafed  Aprii  lath,  151 3.-  He  was  fucceeded  b^  Ifl 
Son  Chrtfiiern  XL.  who  fot  his  Luxury,  Cruelty,  and  oAcr 
tbominaUe  Vices,  was  juiUy  ftiled  the  Ner^  of  At  Nwib. 
He  vindicated  the  Claim  of  his  Family  to  the  Crown  of  .Sw^dm 
with  gR»t  Warmth,  and  at  lengthy  peurdy  by  force,  andpgfttljr 
by  favour,  a£hially  obtained  the  Poifeffion  of  that  Kingdowj 
and  on  the  ift  of  Nwefnben,  1520,  was  fokmnly  crownal>:id 
Siocihobn.'  In  order  to  fecuie  htmfdf  firom  all  future  Reb^ons^ 
hetooktheAdvantageof  that  Solenmicyy  and  caufed  the  whole 
Nobility  of  Siveden  to  be  mai&cred  at  once.  This  rendeaid 
him  fo  generally  hated  by  the  Swedes^  that  k  was  notjooj^ 
before  they  forced  him  to  retire  out  of  their  Country.,  Upon 
his  return  to  Denmark^  his  Debauchery,  his  Oppr^on,  an3 
his  blood-thirfty  Difpofition,  excited  an  univerfal  AbhorreiiGe^ib 
that  feveral  Provinces,  and  more  efpecially  Jutland^  which  was 
the  moil  confiderable  in  his  Dominions,  revolted,  and  at 
length  the  States  unanimoufly  relblved  to  dcpofe  this  tyrannical 
Prince  as  an  Enemy  to  Mankind* 

The  prefent  Royal  Family  of  Denmark  was  raifed  to  diat 
Dignity  in  the  Year  1523,  by  the  firee  Choice  of  the  People, 
iVhen  they  drove  out  their  King  *  Chrijliem  II.  before  men- 
tioned, and  placed  in  hit  fbad  Frederick  Duke  of  Helftein^  his 
Uncle,  on  the  Throne  of  Denmark^  who  by  confirming  the 
^eat  Privileges  of  the  Nobility  and  Clergy,  maintained  himfelf 
m  pofleffion  of  the  Kingdom  to  the  Time  of  his  Death,  which 
happened  after  a  Reisi  of  ten  Years,  and  left  the  Crown  to 
his  Son  Chrifliem  lU.  in  whofe  Time  the  Reformation  tod^ 
Place,  and  the  Lutheran  Religion  was  by  Law  efhibliflied  in 
this  Country.  Frederick  11.  fucceeded  his  Father  in  1558,  and 
was  engaged  in  a  long  War  with  Sweden^  which  end«l  how- 
ever in  1570,  by  a  Peace  concluded  under  the  Mediation  of  the 
£niperor,  and  the  Kings  of  France  and  Poland-,  he  died  in 

1588, 

*  The  Daaej  write  this  Name  Chriftiern^  bnt  other  Nations  uiu- 
dly  write  it  C^rj/?/^*.  - 
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f  5889  when  his  Son  OniflUm  IV.  aicended  the  Throne  This 
Monitch«ovemed  much  longer  thaui  any  of  hisPredecellbn,  and 
in  Tunes  rail  of  Calamity  and  Trouble.  He  firft  engaged  him- 
felf' in  the  Wars  of  Germany  againft  the  Hoiifc  of  Aujiria  \ 
and  in  die  latter  port  of  his  Reign  he  broke  with  the  Swedes^ 
but  WIS  very- unfortunate  in  that  War,  which  was  termiiuted[ 
by  t  Peace  made  in  1645,  whereby  the  Danes  were  obliged 
to  pye  up  the  Province  of  Halland  to  the  Swedes  for  thirtjt 
Yeacs^  and  were  alfo  conftrained  to  abate  the  ToU,  which  thie' 
Dktip  paid  for  pai&ng  the  Sound,  in  Confideration  of  the. 
Affiftance  fumiihed  them  by  the  Republick,  after  which 
Ae  Kiw  governed  in  Peace  till  the  Year  1649,  in  whicl^ 
he-.dedeawL      .. 

.  AtdtriciUL  was  engaged  by  the  Dutch  to  break  witli- 
lltmSwidtt  in  1657,  whicn  had  like  to  have  proved  £aal  tQ 
UOf  .as  has  been  already  (hewn  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  Gufia- 
iwrcf  Sfukdm^  who  befi^ed  Copenhagen ;  and  if  it  had  not  been 
fiMTibe  powerful  Interpofition  of  the  Dutchf  had  very  probaUy 
tdken  me  City,  which  he  reduced  to  great  Extremities.  At 
fius  Jundhire  however  it  was,  that  the  King,  who  notwith- 
ilamung  his  Misfortunes,  was  certainly  as  wife  and  brave  a 
Prince  as  any  of  his  Time,  found  Means  to  change  the  Confti«- 
tution  of  Denmark^  and  from  one  of  the  moft  limited  and  pre« 
carious,  .made  it  the  moft  abfolute  Sovereignty  in  Europe.  Ac* 
cording  to  their  old  Form  of  Government,  the  whole  Power 
of  die  Nation  was  lodged  in  the  Gentry  or  Nobility,  for 
between  thefe,  there  was  in  thofe  Times  no  Diftindion, 
Evenr  Gentleman  was  a  kind  of  Prince  in  his  own  Eftate,  and 
the  FamiQt  and  Countrymen  were  very  little  better  than  Slaves*  • 
They  fent^  however,  their  Reprefentatives  to  the  General  Diet^ 
where  they  had  verv  little  more  to  do  than  to  give  their  Confent 
to  Taxes,  by  which  thev  were  opprefled  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
they  might  bejuftly«(teemed  the  moft  wretched  People  upon 
Earth. 

The  Nobility  formed  a  diftind  Body  in  the  States  of  thif 
Kingdom,  and  without  their  Advice  the  King  could  do  no* 
diing  of  Importance ;  fo  that  in  Time  of  Peace  he  was  very 
litde  better  than  Prefident  of  the  Council,  and  in  Time  dt 
War  no  more  than  General  of  the  Army.  The  Succeflioa 
of  the  Crown  too  was  very  precarious;  for  though  the  Son 
iocceeded  the  Father,  yet  as  it  was  by  the  Conlent  of  die 
Nobility,  the  Monarchy  was  ftridly  ipeaking  ele£live,  tho' 
in  Appearance  hereditary.  It  is  not  at  all  wonderful  that  a 
Kins;  Ihuuki  be  extreamly  uneafy  in  fuch  Circumft^ccs,  or 
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that  he  (hould  defire  to  fix  himfelf  and  his  Family  in  an 
and  better  Situation  ;  but  it  is  truely  amazing,  dut  after  lofii^ 
a  great  part  of  his  Dominions,  and  under  Circumftances  of 
the  greateft  Diftrefs,  a  King  ihould  be  able  to  do  this  with- 
out any  Foreign  Force,  without  Bloodihed,  and  in  lefe  than 
a  Week's  Time ;  which  however  was  what  this  Pi-ince  projefi- 
ed  and  happily  atchieved.  As  this  is  by  kr  the  moft  recoatk- 
able  Event  in  the  whole  Compais  of  the  Danijh  Hiftory,  it  is 
neceflary  it  (hould  be  confidered  more  particularly. 

In  the  Year  1660,  immediately  after  Peace  was  reflorej, 
when  the  Nation  was  almoft  undone  by  the  Misfortunes  at^ 
tending  a  tedious  and  bloody  War,  a  Diet  of  the  States  was 
called  to  confider  of  the  proper  Means  for  re-eflabliffaing 
Affairs,  and  enabling  the  People  to  recover  their  Lofles.  The 
Means  of  doing  this  was  far  enough  from  being  eafy,  and 
the  King  forefaw  there  Avould  be  Difputes  upon  this  otibjeft 
in  the  Diet ;  he  therefore  took  Care  to  have  it  iufinuateq  to 
fbme  of  the  Clergy,  and  to  the  Prefident  of  Copenhagen^ 
Speaker  of  the  Commons,  that  the  Thing  might  be  wieU 
enough  brought  about,  if  every  Body  would  do  their  P^jrt, 
as  they  had  fecn  the  King  do  in  the  Time  of  the  Siege. 
The  Commons  therefore  by  their  Speaker  laid  before  the  No- 
bility the  wretched  Condition  of  the  Kingdom,  and  the  Im- 
poffibility  there  was  of  finding  Money  even  for  neceflary 
Expences,  if  they  did  not  confent  to  bear  their  Proportion  of 
them. 

The  Nobilit}',  who  were  very  numerous,  and  not  at  all  ap- 
prized of  the  Intrigue,  dealt  with  the  Commons  very  roundly  ; 
they  told  them,  tnat  it  was  veryhigh  Prefumption  to  pretend 
to  enquire  into  their  Privileges,  and  that  it  fhowed  great ' 
Ignorance  of  their  own  Condition ;  for  their  Vaflals  they 
were,  and  Vaflals  they  fhould  remain.  The  Speaker  of  the 
Commons  then  rofe  up  and  told  the  Lords,  that  fince  they 
would  do  nothing  towards  preferving  their  Privileges,  they 
were  unworthy  to  enjoy  themj  tliat  their  Anfwer  to  the 
reafonable  Rcqueft  of  the  Commons,  was  equally  infolent  and 
cruel ;  and  that  though  they  could  not  make  themfelves  noble, 
the  Nobility  fhould  find  to  their  Coft,  they  could  bring  the 
Weight  of  Subjeftion  to  fall  as  heavy  upon  other  Peo^c  as 
hitherto  it  had  lain  upon  themfelves. 

After  faying  this,  he  went  out,  followed  by  the  Commons 
^nd  th«  Clergy  to  a  Man,  retiring  to  a  Hall  in  the  City  which 
had  been  provided  for  that  Purpofe,  where  they  came  to  a  quick 
Rcfolutiori  of  devolving  their  own  Authority  upon  the  King, 
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Thr^  went  accordingljr  to  G)iut,  and  demanded  an  Audien6i 
pthis  Majefty,  to  "v^ich  thejr  were  immediately  admitted  ;  a 
Biihop  and  die  Speaker  of  the  Commons,  having  fct  forth  that 
the  prefent  Conftitution  did  not  in  their  Opinions  anfwer  the 
£nd  of  Government,  they  were  therefore  rcfolvcd  to  make  the 
Crown  hereditary  in  his  Majefty's  Fomlly,  and  to  leave  the 
Adminiftratjon  entirely  in  his  Hands,  becaufe  they  were  fenfible 
he  had  done  all  that  was  in  his  Power  for  the  Good  of*  his 
People;  and  would  have  done  much  more,  if  more  had  been 
in  his  Power.  The  King  thanked  them  for  their  good  Inten- 
tions, but  at  the  (ame  time  told  them,  that  the  Confent  of 
khe  Nobility  was  neceflary  to  render  that  efFedlual  which  thcjr 
had  propofeid.  At  the  fame  time,  under  Pretence  of  fecur- 
ing  die  City  from  any  Diforders  that  might  arife  fiom  this 
Perment  in  the  Diet,  he  ordered  the  Gates  to  be  (hut,  and 
Juvixtt;  the  Army  entirely  in  his  Power,  polled  Guards  where- 
ever  he  judged  it  neceflary,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
any  body  to  go  out  of  Copenhagen  but  by  his  Leave,  which 
Lrraght  Things  to  a  fpeedy  Conclufion. 
.  Tfte  Nobility  auickly  aifcerned  the  Error  of  which  they 
had  been  guilty ;  out  difcemed  it  too  late,  as  producing  no 
bdicr  Fruit  than  the  Knowiitg  that  it  was  irreparable  'ITiey 
ient  and  offered  the  King  to  entail  the  Crown  upon  his  Heirs 
Male,  and  to  encreafe  his  Power  confiderably ;  but  the  King 
gave  them  to  undcrfland  that  this  would  not  anfwer  the  Pur- 
pofe,  and  confequcntly  would  never  content  the  Clergy  and 
I'eoplc.  After  this  fruitlefs,  and  difhonourable  Struggle,  the  No- 
bles found  themfelves  obliged  to  comply  ;  and  three  Days  after, 
the  King,  the  Queen,  and  Royal  FamUy,  appeared  on  a  Kind  of 
Theatre  erected  for  that  Purpofe  ;  and  being  feated  in  Chairs 
of  State  under  rich  Velvet  Canopies,  received  the  Homage  of 
all  the  Senators,  Nobility,  Clergy,  and  Commons,  in  the 
Sight  of  the  Army.  And  thus  the  Gentry  of  Denmarkj 
in  the  Face  of  their  Country,  divefled  themfelves  of  Right 
as  well  as  Power,  and  made  a  formal  Surrender  of-  their 
Liberties  to  the  Crown-    The  Kins  governed  after  this  with 

Eeat  Wifdom  and  Prudence,  ten  Years,  and  died  univerCdly 
Iov*d  by  his  Subjedk,  whofe  AflFedHons  he  gained  by  many 
A^  of  Liberality,  and  by  taking  Care  that  Juftice  (hould  be 
duty  and  fpeedily  adminiflered. 

His  Son  Ofri/Hem  V.  fucceeded  in  1670,  and  having  put 
his  Affairs  into  very  good  Order,  and  made  feveral  powerful 
Alliances,  he  refolved  to  lay  hold  of  this  Opportunity  to  re- 
cover part  of  what  his  PredccefTors  had  lofl  to  the  Swedes. 
&4  that   be  might  be  in  a  better  Condition  to  do  i^v^  Vv^ 
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refQlyed-to  make  himlelf  Mafter,  firfi^  of  ^  FerCm  of  die 
Duke  of  Hoffiiinj  in  which^  he  fucceeded,  but  with  yery  litde 
Advantage  to  his  Reputetion^v  for  the  Duke  fufpeding  no^ 
thing,  in  1675  came  to  Rii^^ourg  tovifit  him,  mid  was  there 
icized  and  put  under  a  Guard,  till  fuch  Time  98  he  confented 
to  relinquilh  the  Advantages  he  had  gained  W  |he  Treaty  oC 
Ho/dnld ;  after  which  the  King^  made  himfelt  Mafter  of  Tmt- 
ningen^  die  ftrongeft  Place  in  his  Dominions,  and  Ukemfe 
reduced  ffljmar. 

He  had  alfo  fome  Succefs  in  the  Beginning  of  the  not 
Year,  but  his  good  Fortune  did  i>ot  continue  long ;  for  be- 
ing defeated  by  the  Swedes^^  in  the  &mous  Battle  of  ZiouAa^ 
he  was  .  never  able  afterwards,  to  do  much  agiainft  them  fajr 
Land,  though  by  Sea  he^was  jfortunate,  but  at  laft.  made  Pcate 
with  that  Crown  upon  equal  Tef ms.  He  afterwards  emplofi^ 
his  Forces  agaiiift  the  City  of  Hamburgh^  upon  which  the  KjiuA^ 
of  Denmark. haSi  always  had  Pretenllons,  which  twice  in  m 
Reign  be  xnade  turn  to  good  Account.  In  the  Year  1694,  oa 
the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Holftiin  Gottorpj  his  DanipMii^ 
jeRy  formed  new  Claims  upon  that  Family,  which  were  for 
fome  Time  adjufted  by  the  Mediation  of  the  Emperor,  andi 
the  Kings  of  Great  Britain  and  Sweden ;  that  is  to  firf% 
ITiUiam  III.  and  Charles  XII.  whofe  Sifter  the  Duke  of  Hft^ 
Jlein  had  efpoufed.  But  in  the  laft  Years  of  this  Kingfs  Lifb 
thefe  Difturbances  broke  out  again,  and  Things  were  on  the 
Point  of  coming  to  a  Rupture,  when  the  King  died  in  the 
Month  of  September  1699. 

His  Son  and  Succeflbr  Frederick  IV.  aded  precifelv  on  his 
Father's  Principles,  and  refolved  to  compel  the  Dukes  of 
Holflein  to  remain  dependent  on  the  Kings  o( Denmark  far  Ae 
future ;  in  order  to  which,  he  over-run  that  Coimtry,  and 
undercook  the  Sic^e  of  Tonningen^  which  gave  occafion  to  that . 
long  War  in  the  North  in  the  Beginning  of  the  prefent  Cen- 
tury,  of  which  fo  much  has  been  faid  in  the  former  Article. 
The  EngBJh  and  Dutchy  as  Guaranties  of  the  late  Peace,  ient 
a  powerful  Fleet  into  the  Baltick^  and  the  King  of  Sweden  at 
the  fame  time  befieged  Copenhage?iy  fo  that  the  Danes  were, 
obli^  to  conclude  5ie  famous  Treaty  of  Travendahly  on  the 
i8th  of  Auguft  1700.  It  was  ftipulated  in  this  Treaty,  that 
the  Houfe  ot  Helftein  (hould  for  the  future  enjoy  the  lame 
Rights  with  other  Sovereigns ;  that  the  Duke  fhould  be  at  libera 
ty  to  raife  Troops  and  build  Forts  in  his  own  Dominions, 
provided  they  were  two  Miles  diftant  from  any  Fortrefs  be- 
Innging  to  the  Danesj  and  at  leaft  a  Mile  from  their  Frontiers. 
It  was  likewiie  agreed,  that  the  Crown  of  Den/nark  ihouki  pay 
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tte DAeatHolfinH  two  hundred  and fixty  tlKwfiuid  Grownft 
aidlharibe  Crapter  of  Ltthc  fhould  be  at  liberty  to  deft  a 
Pkince  of  Halfiem  for  their  Bilhop. 

•  It  *was  hoped  by  die  Maritime  Fbwers  that  this  Peace  would 
have  been  lafting>    and  that  no  farther  Debates  could  havtt 
mfai ;  but  th^  Veij  next  Year  however  produced  a  new  IX& 
p«te :  Part  oi  the  Chapter  of  Lubec  having  defied  die  Brodier 
of  the  Thsktof  H§lftany  and  Part  the  Prince  of  Denmark^  Coad- 
jutor and  Succeflbr  to  their  Bifhop.    In  170  c  theBifliop  died^ 
and'tiien  tbeDebate  nui  fo  high,  that  the  Maritime  Powers, 
forced  again  to  interpoi^  not  indeed  by  Force  of  Arm% 
Torce  of  Money;  in  conlequence  of  ¥^ich  it    w^. 
y  diat-  the  Prince  of  Holftein   IhoulJ  remain  Bifhop  dt 
r,  and  that   the  Prince  of  Dinmerk  fhould  receive  froiir 

f  Britain  a  Penfion  by  way  of  ah  Equivalent    In  1708' 

ilm'tRng  of  Denmark  maoe  the  Tour  of  Itafyj  and  the  next 
Yar  he  attacked  IhtSwedeSy  by  whom  he  was  roughly  handled. 
jB'&lMni  i  but  in  the  latter  End  of  the  Year  he  had  better  Sue-' 
oefitySea.  In  171 1>  in  Conjim£tion  Mrith  the  King  of  Pclani^' 
hrmi  into  the  owe£Jh  Pcmerama^  where  hi^to6kDomgarten^ 
hut  failed  in  two  other  Enterprizes  the  fame  Year. 

.-fit  1712  he  made  himfelf  Mafler  of  the  Town  of  Siade  2ni^ 
die  Dutchy  of  Bremen ;  but  the  fame  Year  his  Army  waa' 
faeat'by  the  Swedes^  who  afterwards  burnt  the  fine  Town  of 
Abena  to  the  Ground.  In  1714  and  1715,  he  had  great  Sue- 
ce6  ag^nflthe  Swedes  both  dv  Sea  and  Land  ;  and  in  1716, 
he  drove  them  entirdy  out  of*^  the  Places  they  had  conquered 
lA  Nenvajj  and  in  Conjundion  with  the  PruJJians  reduced 
Wifmari  after  which  he  did  not  pufh  the  War  with  the  fame 
Vigour  for  many  Reafons,  but  chiefly  becaufe  he  faw  that 
his  Succefs  would  be  lefi  advantageous  to  himfdf  than  to  his 
Allies.  This  made  him  tbe  more  inclinable  to  Peace,  which 
was  concluded  under  the  Mediation  of  George  L  King  of 
Great  Britain,  in  1720. 

By  this  Treaty  his  Danijb  Majefhr  obtained  all  that  he  could 
reafonably  defire  or  expeft,  and  wnich  to  him  was  a  Matter 
of  0eat  Confequence,  he  procured  the  Guarantee  of  the  Kins 
of  France  for  the  Pofleflion  of  the  Duchy  of  S/eJivtckj  and 
the  King    of   Great  Britain  renewed  his^  which    had  been 
given  b^re.    After  the  ConduTion  of  this  Peace,  the  King 
pafled  his  Days  in  Eafe  and  Quiet^  and  met  with  onlv  one . 
Accident  to  difhirb  him ;  that  was,  die  Bumine  of  his  (Japital^ 
which  happened  in  1728  ;  but  it  has  been  rebuilt  with  oreat ' 
Magnificence  fince.    This  Monarch  was  always  inclined  to; 
promote   die  Welfare  and  Txade  of  his  Subjcds,  aad  look 
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Care  of  everf  tfiing  tfiat  might  contribute  to  their  Benent ;  tMrt 
toward  the  End  of  his  Life,  it  was  thought  he  Hften'd  too 
much  to  Proje£lorS)  who  induced  him  to  enter  upon  Schemes 
which  were  not  always  attended  with  the  Confequcnces  he 
expected  from  them.  He  died  liowever  greatly  regretted  on 
the  iecond  of  OGobtr  1730,  when  he  had  attained  me' Age  of 
fixty  compleat. 

His  Son,  the  late  King  ChriJKem  VI.  rfcended  the  Throne  oF 
his  Anoeftora  with  univerfal  Reputation.  He  had  in  his  Fa- 
ther's Life-dme  been  very  attentive  to  the  Concerns  df  t^ 
Baft  Jndia  Company,  and  had  been  in  a  great  MeaTure  the 
Support  of  it ;  which  induced  the  People  to  hope  that  a  par- 
ticular Regard  for  Trade  would  be  the  principal  View  of  Kh 
Reign  ;  and  fo  indeed  it  proved.  At  his  verv  Acceffiontothe 
Government  he  made  many  Changes,  but  all  of  them  in  fitt& 
a  Manner  as  to  give  great  Satkfadion  to  his  Subjc6ls,  who 
were  particularly  ^eafed  with  his  abolifhing  a  Farm  that  had 
been  eilabliflied  in  his  Fadicr's  Time,  for  vending  Wine, 
Bianchr,  Salt,  and  Tobacco^  which  was  very  burthenfome  to 
the  Supjedi^  however  advantageous  to  the  Prince.  Such  as  were 
interdled  in  the  Farm  offered  to  advance  lar^r  Sums^  if  it 
might  be  continued  ;  but  the  King  anfwered.  It  brUugbt  in  hut 
t99  mucbj  Jmce  bis  Subjeiis  cvmplaified  of  the  Exa^ions  which  it 
%uafimid. 

This  was  not  an  A£l  done  haflily,  and  in  the  Honey-nukui 
of  his  Government  j  but  his  whole  Adminiftration  was  of  a 
Piece,  fo  that  he  became  juftly  reputed  one  of  the  wiieft 
Crown'd  Heads  in  Europe,  In  1732  he  acceded  to  the  Treaty 
between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and  Peterfbourg^  by  which  he 
obtained  their  Guarantee  for  his  own,  and  became  himfelf 
Guarantee  for  their  Dominions,  and  of  the  Pragniatick  Sanc- 
tion. In  virtue  of  a  feparate  Article  of  this  Treatj%  the  King^ 
obliged  himfelf  to  pay  the  Duke  of  Holftein  a  Million  of  Rix- 
dollars,  provided  he  renounced  his  Pretenfions  on  the  Duchy  of 
Slejwick,  It  was  in  confequencc  of  this  T'reaty,  that  in  the 
Year  1734  he  marched  fix  thoufand  Men  for  the  Emperor's 
Service,  in  the  War  that  happened  on  account  of  the  Succeffion 
to  the  Crown  of  Poland.  In  1776  he  terminated  the  old  Difpute 
between  the  Crown  of  Denmark  znA  the  City  of  Hamburgh^  and 
thereby  obtained  half  a  Million  of  Marks  of  Silver  from  that 
City,  as  well  as  fome  other  Conceffions  which  were  very  ad- 
vantageous to  his  Subje(Sb.  He  foon  after  erefted  a  Council 
of  Trade,  whole  Bunncfs  is  to  examine  all  Propofols  that  are 
made  for  extending  it,  in  order  to  give  fuch  Encouragement 
as  may  be  ntcelSuT  for  carrying  them  into  Execution.    He 
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Ijkewife  (enf  for  ^(Voiiunen  put  jof .  /fo/imi/and  other  CovfitlW 
at  his  own  Expence,  tp  eftablifti  Manufa&ures  in  Demmark^  aoil  • 
took  every  other  Step  for  their  Encouragement  that  his  Pecmie 
could  either  defire  or  expe£^.  Amon^  .others  heerefkd  a 
Royal  Bank,  which  has  been  attended  with  many  advanta- 
geous Confequenccs ;  was  ajways  careful  to  keep  his  Fleet  and 
Army  in  a  proper  Condition  to  render  him  rcfpeded  by  hii 
Nei^bours ;  and  to  prevent  the  Expence  occafioned  thereby 
from  bcK:oming  burthenfoAie  to  his  People,  he  from  time  to 
time  alfo  made  Treaties  of  Subfidy  with  Foreign  Powers,  whiob 
brought  in  large  Sums  without  expodng  him  to  the  No- 
ceffity  of  taking  any  Share  in  any  of  the  Qyarrels,  either  ia 
the  North  or  Gmnany, 

Yet  this  prydent  and  pacifick  Condufl  never  hindered  him 
from  making  Ufe  of  vigorous  Meafures  when  they  appeal- 
ed reaDy  necefTary,  as  was  evident  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Steinhorjlj  when  he  differed  with  the  Electorate  of 
Hanover^  and  in  that  of  the  Ifiand  FiQiery,  which  occafion'd 
^  Quarrel  with  the  Dutch ;  in  both  which  Inftances  he  be- 
haved with  fo  much  Firnmels  as  to  carry  his  Point,  and  that 
too  without  entering  intp  a  War.  It  was  foWy  from  the 
great  Reputation  he  had  acquired  by  his  wife  and  upright  Ad* 
miniftration,  that  induced  the  S'u///^^  Nation  to  caft  their  Eyci 
upon  his  Son,  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Denmark^  when  they 
were  about  to  chufe  a  Succeflbr  to  their  prcfcnt  King ;  and 
thouffh  he  did ,  not  prevail  in  that  Point,  yet  he  carried  it 
much  farther  than  could  well  be  expelled,  and  extricated 
himielf  at  laft  from  the  Difficulties  into  which  it  brought  himt 
with  Honour. 

In  the  b^inning  of  the  late  War  he  was  very  ftrongly  folU- 
cit^  to  take  part  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  and  her  Allies, 
but  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  break  through  that  Neu- 
trality, which  appeared  to  be  fo  beneficial  to  his  Subjefb.  He 
found  himfelf  moft  of  all  embarraflcd  by  the  Pretenfions  of 
the  Houfe  of  Holfleiriy  which  having  now  the  Countenance  and 
$upport  of  the  Ruffian  Einpire,  he  had  great  Reafon  to  ap- 
prehend that  even  the  powerful  Guarantees  he  had  procured^ 
mi^t  prove  ine(Fe£tual  for  bis  Support  In  this  Situation  he 
a^ed  with  fuch  Prudence  and  Circumfpe£(ion,  and  (hewed  fo 
It    a  DifpoAtion  to  compromife  Matters   upon  moderate 

'erms,  difcoverin|  at  the  (ame  time  by  the  Armamenti  made 
upon  the  Occafionjuft  mentioned,  that  he  was  in  a  Condition* 
in  cafe  he  was  attacked,  to  defend  himielf  ^  that  after  all  be 
procured  his  Peace  with  Ruffia  to  be  prolong^  without 
cotering  iato  the  J^iicuffigiM  of  tbo  Points  la  D^bdto  ^^ 
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the  HouTe  ofHtf/letM  s  and  thcttby  gave  a  iLefipn  to  his  Son^ 
who  has  renewed  that  Treaty  Vcuy  lately.  In  fine,  during 
the  Courie  of  fixteen  Years  .that  he  reigned,  he  never  fell  into 
one  falie  Step  againft  the  Interefls  of  his  Crown,  or  to  the 
Prejudice  of  his  Subjefis ;  (b  that  as  no  Prince  of  his  Time 
was  more  beloved  or  better  obeyed  while  living,  hardly 
any  at  their  Death  have  been  more  fincerdy  or  univerially 
laxnented. 

His  Son  Friderick  V.  die  prefent  Pofleflbr  of  the  Throne, 
fuccopded  to  it  Jnh  26  1740,  in  tfie  twenty-third  Year  of 
his  Age  J  he  efpouud  about  three  Years  before^  die  Princeb- 
Louifa  o(  Gnat  Britain^  by  whom  he  has  an  Heir  apparent 
born  y^munj  18  1740.  Upon  his  firft  taking  the  Reinf' 
of  Government  into  his  Hands,  he  thought  fit  to  make  a 
few  Alterations  very  judicious  in  themfelves,  and  acceptaUe 
to  his  Subjedts.  He  has  fteadily  purfued  his  Father's  Maxims 
in  maintaining  Peace,  improving  the  Trade,  and  encouraging 
the  Induftry  of  his  Sut^e& ;  his  Application  to  Bufinels  join-** 
ed  to  a  conibmt  and  well-regulated  CCconomy,  has  enabled 
him  not  only  to  live  within  the  Bounds  of  his  Re\'enue, 
but  to  make  very  confidcrable  Savii^  In  this  howe^'cr, 
he  has  condu£tea  himfelf  as  a  wife  and  good  Prince,  or 
rather  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  become  a  Model  to  thofe  of 
his  own  Rank,  who  gencroufly  afpire  to  fo  fublime  a  Cha^ 
rafter ;  for  he  has  demonftrated  that  this  did  not  ariie  from 
Avarice,  or  a  natural  Nearnefs  of  Temper,  but  from  a  noble 
and  truly  royal  Principle  of  doing  whatever  might  contri«* 
bute  to  the  Publick  (jood.  For  in  thofe  Provinces  of  his 
Dominions  that  have  fufFcred  by  inevitable  Calamities,  fuch 
as  the  Mortality  among  their  Catde,  and  the  Inclemency  of 
Scafons,  he  has  remitted  even  his  juft  Rights.  He  has  ex- 
pended very  confiderable  Sums  for  encouraging  and  promot- 
ing new  Manu&£hires,  and  he  has  difchargcd  a  large  Debt 
due  from  the  Crown. 

This,  tho*  in  itfelf  very  extraordinary,  confidcring  the  Sum 
and  the  fhort  Time  he  has  rcign'd,  has  been  attended  wit^ 
a  Circumftance  too  Angular  to  be  omitted,  even  in  this  fuc-» 
cin£l  Recapitulation  of  Events  ;  in  which  we  pretend  not  to 
give  the  Hiftory,  but  a  few  hiftorical  Remarks  only  upon  the 
late  Reigns.  The  Creditors  of  the  Crown,  as  foon  as  they 
were  informed  of  his  Majefty's  DeTign,  endeavoured  to  pre- 
vent it,  by  humbly  reprcientmg  that  if  he  was  difpleafed  at 
the  Largenefi  of  tneir  Intereft,  they  were  content  to  accept 
of  Four  inftead  of  Five  per  Cent,  which  liad  been  hitheito 
paid  them ;  but  his  Danifi  Majefty  anfwercd,  that  having  the 
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oiniig  to  the  cfttuMtmfCimtM^^T}^  tfae^p- 

r^  dKlAnutf.  fiat  bcaftlniovi  litti^  iDtihfeii^  'tbiH^Qie 

2«itlun  i&t* Ml' Sfiibe.2bfift6ditft i» f^hndid 
iteiy  die  .Kis^  iich :  NfrfihMt^illbtireaed,  «iie -Ml&(ifltts 
tiii^  ta-theDudet  of  dKArifdj^tt  ^iofi%  iikii:  ohty 
^tbe  Exanfile  of  tfadr  Mafter^but  frbm  the  Soife  tKqr 
fliBit  a-i^ontiarjr  Behaviour  wMdd -iniaflibly  draw  upoa 
commediate  Di^nce.     AdorcdCat  home,   and  refpeoed 
id^-^  ihe  Sang  is  only  attentive  to  preferve  and  promote. 
hffinA  of  ms  SuUefis^  in  which  he  (daces  his  owit 
jta*Fleafiirer  to  iafnl  man  a  SuUeft  of  this  Nature,  and 
M  the  £une  Time  the  I)ut]r  of  a  Politicial  Writer,  to  Ihew 
Itt  has  a  Fkafiune  in  beftowing  juft  Prailes,  and  in  pay*- 
irfaere  Troth  direfis  that  Tdbute  of  Applaufe  whtd  b 
to  good  Princes,  finomaU  who  have  Occafion  to  enqinre 
,^ and  ace  thence  e&aUed  to  btoome  acquainted  widi  their. 
ilfibn.    Befides,  it  fiarvesto^illuflxatedwt  great  and  Iduiii^, 
iflji  in  Fdliticks,  dot  whare  the^4i£bial  and  real  Inttrefts- 
Bj  Goverament  are  tha  £mie^'<  dipt  is,  wiiera  the  par-. 
ir  Vmrs  of  the!  Hnnce  coincide  widi  the  puhlick  Go6d, 
Rpoptfi  made  is  cquaDjr  fwift^and  great.      Yet  this^  It 
liuu  that  is  conimonly  left  fc0»<<iiftsuit  Hiftoriani^  from' 
naocountahle,  and  at  the  lame  Time  a  moft  unwamuitsdlHe^ 
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(fucnce  long'  slfeo  oMerved)  Opihion-ts'  a  fletdng  Thing;.  bd[ 
Truth  and  ReJity  fubfift  without  feeling  the  Eflfefls  of  Ag^ 

The  Dams  have  been  formeriy  e{tecmed  a  Very  warlike  Na- 
tion, and  tho'  from  their  Misforturies*  in  their  Wars  With 
tha  Stwdis  their  Power  is  much  dimimfh^^et  the*  Creditf 
of  the  Danijh  Troops  is  ftiH  very  good.  The  Forces'  thd' 
King  keeps  up  are  very  well  paid  and  difciplined,  and  are 
numerous  enough  tb  iecure  his  Doimnions  aeainft'  any  Inva- 
fion,  more  efpecially  as  his  Fleet  is  in  ^xcdient  Order,  and' 
a^  the  Dcnijb  Seamen  and  the  Norwegiam  are  juftly  re-. 
puted  the  beft  in  the  Norths  His  Revenue  amounts  to  be- 
tween two  and  three  Millions  of  Rixdollars,  which  th^ 
I»?efent  King  has  fo  prudently  employed  as  to  have  alwa}^  Mo^ 
ney  in  his  GoiFers,  and  to  defray  all  the  Charges  of  Gd- 
vernment,  without  loading  his  People  with  exttaottiinary 
Taxes,  fo  that  we  need  not  wonder  he  is  fo  univcr&lly  be- 
loved. The  Clergy,  tho*  they  have  but  fmall  Livings,  are  as' 
much  confidered  in  Denrnark  as  in  anv  Country  in  the  Worfd  ;. 
biKaufe  fmce  the  great  Change  in  tneir  Government  before- 
0icntioned,  the  Tranquillity  of  the  Nation  depends  very  much 
upon  their  Influence  over  tne  Peo{de,  which  they  have  hitherto 
conftantly  exerted  in  Favour  of  the  Crown. 

The  Laws  of  this  Country  have  been  defervedly  in  Repu*. 
tation,  as  lying  within  a  very  narrow  Compafs^  a  moderate* 
Quarto  containing  them  all ;  and  die  Adminiftration  of  Juftice' 
is  fo  well  looked  after,  that  Suits  in  this  Country  are  but' 
few,  and  thofe  very  fpeedily  determined.  The  Kme  makis' 
and  repeals  Laws  as  to  him  appean  neceflary  for  the  Good  of 
his  Subjcdb,  i)ut  the  Crown  has  always  ufed  this  Power  with 
much  Moderation  and  Difcretion  :  fo  that  as  Denmark  may  be 
truly  faid  to  be  the  only  legally  abfolute  Government  in  £«- 
rope^  perhaps  in  the  World,  the  People  have  had  Icfs  Reafon 
to  recret  the  Change  made  bv  themfelvcs  than  could  wdl 
have  been  expefted ;  and  if  tneir  Monarchs  copy  after  the 
Example  of  their  prefcnt  King,  the  Danes  will  feel  fewer 
Evils  from  the  Want  of  Liberty,  than  in  other  Nations 
arc  produced  by  the  Abufc  of  it 

What  has  been  already  faid,  fufficiently  explains  the  domef- 
tick  Interefts  of  this  Nation,  which  having  fufFered  extreamly 
by  the  warlike  Temper  of  many  of  its  Princes,  as  well  as  by 
the  too  great  Power  of  the  potent  Families  of  their  Nobiliur 
in  former  Times,  muft  be  content  to  aim  at  repairing  their 
paft  Miftakes  by  an  induftrious  and  frugal  Conduft  for  the 
future.  Titles  were  not  formerly  in  ufe  here  any  more 
tharx  in  Sweden  \  but  of  late  thofe  of  Baron  and  Count  have' 

been 
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Imzi-  introduced,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  Families  liave  been 
faonoured  with  them  by  the  Crown. 

The  Kingdom  of  Norwayj  which  ftill  remains  united  to 
that  of  Denm^rk^  is  of  great  Confequence  ;  and  under  the  lafl 
and  prefcnt  Reign  there  have  been  great  Improvements  made 
in  its  Trade,  and  the  Inhabitants  have  been  ufed  with  more 
Indulgence  than  ^rmerly.  The  fame  thing  may  be  faid  in> 
XKard  to  Ifiland  and  odier  Iflands  belonging  to  the  Crowi^ 
dTjitnmttrk^  which  have  been  of  late  Years  put  in  all  R»* 
4)e&  into  a  much  better  Condition  than  they  were ;  fb  that 
4)eir  Commodities  come  to  a  better  Market,  their  Manu&c* 
tiires  are  in  a.  much  more  flourifhing  Condition,  and  the 
Number  of  their  Inhabitants,  Towns^  and  Shipping,  is  cc»i- 
tinually  increaiing ;  whereby,  in  the  Space  of  another  Century, 
if  no  Wars  break  out,  or  unfbrcfeen  Confufions  happen,  the- 
px  will  become  quite  anodier  People,  and  their  Monarchs 
a  greater  Figure  than  they  have  done  for  fome  Ages 
p^;  which  will  probably  be  owing  to  the  Ncceffity  ther 
nuift  "find  themfelves  under  of  living  upon  good  Terms  mtn 
fiwfttof,  that  they  may  not  be  in  any  Danger  from  the  Power 
of  Ruffia ;  for  it  has  been  the  perpetual  Quarrels  between  th» 
SiMdes  and  Danes  that  have  kept  bodi  Nations  low ;  as  the 
Extindtion  of  this  Humour  would  infallibly  render  them  bodi' 
gfcat,  or,  which  is  perhaps  better,  fafe  and  fccure. 

In  refpe£l  to  the  Empire,  Dmmark  has  not  much  eithef 
to  hope  or  to  fear ;  for  if  ihe  can  but  preferve  the  peaceable 
Pofleffion  of  Stefwick^  it  will  be  a  fure  Barrier  to  her  Do-- 
minions  on  the  Continent ;  and  with  regs^^d  to  h^r  Iflands, 
a^.  the  Princes  of  the  Empire  have  no  great  Maritime  Power, 
fhe  carmot  be  much  in  Danger  on  that  Side.  As  to  her 
Diiputes  with  the  Houle  of  Helfteinj  they  can  be  only  dah-^^ 
gsrous  to  her  from  the  Support  that  Family  may  receive  from 
the  Interefl  it  has  at  prefent  in  RuJ/utj  which  thc^ugh  at 
firft  Si^t  it  may  appear  very  formidable,  yet,  when  ciofcly 
examined,*  the  Scene  will  be  much  changed.  For  in  the  iirll 
Place^  there  arc  but  very  few  Powers  in  Germany  th»it  would- 
be  pleafed  to  fee  the  Ruffians  in  that  Country  \  and  the 
Powers  that  have  guaranteed  SUfwick  to  Denmark^  would 
not  fiul  in  fuch  a  Cafe  for  their  own  Sakes  to  interpofe. 
Befides,  it  is  really  more  for  the  Intcreft  of  the  Houfe  of 
HJftein^  to  receive  a  good  Equivalent  for  its  Prctcnfions  to 
that  Duchy,  than  to  enter  again  into  the  PoflciTion  of  it^ 
unle6  with  a  View  to  facilitate  the  Conqueft  of  Denmarky 
which  wouU  bring  qxi  them  all  the  Powers  of  tiic  NorJi  at 

OOOCt. 
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Tlie  Hmdhanr  Cfattm  which  tte  6t  Diatmiirili  mi 

upon  the  City  mHrnahirgb^  camioc  in  aU  hunum  FrobtbBitf 
ever  funiiih  diem  with   the  Mdms  of  brii^^  that  Chj 
Wider  their  Power ;  becatiie  aD  its  Ndghboiin»  ymo  are  nuiA 
fuperior  in  Force  to  the  CSrown  cfDinmari,  are^in  Infieidfc 
concerned  to  pre&rve  it,  and  lb  indeed  is  the  ^ithole  €hr^ 
mMmdBodf^    But  it  it  not  at  aU  unlikely  that  futim  QifiR^ 
Kke  die  paft*  naj  cnaUe  the  Grown  of  Demmrt  to  ^«w 
from  time  to  time  oonfideraUe  Sums  from  the  TnliAityti^ 
of  diif  ridiCity  ;  dioudi  after  all,  as  the  Trade  of  DMnbMI 
incieaiesy  the  true  Ltterdft  of  dut  Kingdom  wiB  bebeA  nio* 
JBioted,  by.  cntertuninff  a  fiur  Coneipondenoe  with  the  JNtato* 
laardfirsy  uriio  by  tudng  Quai^dcs*  of  theur  InJBm  Gm% 
win  render  them  more  real  Service  in  dieir  prefent  IndcMfr* 
dent  ScaiB»  than  if  (whidi  I  iaid  befim  is  very  inmrohAky 
die  Diom  fliould  ever  obtain  Powwr  enoi^  to  bnng  tnem  laOi' 
StdjjoGbon*    Befides,  the  Crown  diDemark  will  ahra^.  JbA 
it  reauifite   to  live  upon  good  Terms  vrith  didr  tUMk 
Neijriilx)ui)h   that  in  cafe  of  War  either  with  SunJm  6c 
Riffit^  ihe  may  depend  upon  their  Afliftanc^  widiout  whidI' 
ihe  will  fiarce  be  aUe  to.defend  herfelf.  V 

The  Literefis  cXDummrk  widi  regard  to  SweJkit^  are  very 
much  dumged  from  what  diey  were.  The  Dmm  remem- 
bering their  ancient  Power  when  their  Kings  were  poflofled  o^ 
the  whole  North,  have  very  often  attemjpted  to  re-conquer 
Swidiii^  and  continued  diefe  Endeavours  lo  long  and  fo  un- 
fuccefifiilly,  that^  widiout  the  Affiftance  of  her  Allies,  J9<i»- 
mari  was  in  the  utmoft  Danger  of  being  conquered  in  her 
Tuni»  In  diefe  Difputes  die  Dmus  loft  fome  of  their  heft 
and  moft  fruitful  Provinces  to  the  SweJis^  vrfiich  was  a  new 
Caufe  of  Difcontent^  and  in  reality,  produced  two  or  throe 
of  the  laft  Wars,  whidi  however  nvourable  the  Conjun&iret 
mig^  be  when  thty  were  undertaken,  yet  did' hot  by  anj 
Means  prove  fortunate  in  dus  Reiheft,  the  Snvdkr  ftdl  re- 
taining thofe  Dominions  conquered  frcm  Z>nMMrjf9  ^tlfe^  thry 
have  lufFered  ieverdy  elfewhere.  ,.'    ^ 

At  fircfent.  Things  have  quite  adtered  their  Appearanc^'lanl 
the  fudden  and  furpriKinR  Incieale  of  die  Rsiffian  Powiir^  ttdr 
tai^  the  iwtdit  and  Datustc^  open  dieTr  l&^es  a  litdti' W 
their  true  Interefts.  We  may  dierefore  reafonsArly  cxpeBty 
that  for  the  future  diefe  Nadons  will  be  better  Nin^bodKl 
and  inftead  of  aiming  at  the-  Conqiueft  one  of  the  od^^ 
will  make  it  their  Soidy,  by  living  in  a  dofe  Conjundifid^ 
of  Interefts,  to  preferve  the  Independency  of  bbdi»  wfaidS^ 
may  be  very  dFeOually  doTiei  if'  tbei^fUncour  Ictweien^W 
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two  >^atians  can  be  but  thoroughly  extinguifhed.  This  ieems 
to  be  in  a  great  Meafure  done  suready,  from  the  Influence 
which  his  1^  Dafdjh  Majefty  (hewed  he  had  over  the  Corh 
mons  of  SwidiTty  who  were  unanimoufly  in  the  Intereft  of 
Us  Son^  But  tho'  fuch  a  defenfive  Alliance  may  eiFedhially 
anlwer  the  End  before  mentioned^  yet  there  fisems  no  Rea&ir 
to  believe  that  the  Swedes  and  D^es  (after  die  Contisft  ^ridt 
die  Houle  of  Hojfietn  fhall  be  ov^}  will  engage  in  an  o&niivie 
War  againft,  Jkuffia^  or  that  th^  woidd  have  any  great  Suo« 
cdls  dvnein^  if  raev  fhould. 

As  to.  the  Interests  of  Demnork  with  tefytEt  to  that  potent 
Emptre,  they  certainly  confift  either  in  maintaining  fo  ftrid 
an^dofe  a  Friendfliip  th^rewithi  as  to  prevent  therdiv  all 
Apprdtietifions  of  Danger^  which  however  can  icarce  diis  Wajr 
be  done;  or  by  allying  herfelf  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  to  hgv€ 
no.Reafon  to  fear  anv  At|eaipCs  from  RuJJiay  which  may 
Vei¥  eaiSy  be  done  ^  becaufe  it  is  veky  natund  for  all  die 
MeighWus .  of  a  fuperior  Power  to  unite  againft  her  for  their 
own  Security ;  and  befideS)  if  it  (hould  at  any  time  lb  £dl 
oiity  that  the  Ruffians  ihould  prove  too  hard  for  fuch  an  Al* 
liance^  the  Maritime  Powers  would  certainly  interpofe  to  pre^ 
lerve  the  Ballance  in  the  North,  which  Ballance  fo  nearly 
concerns  diem^  and  which  of  all  others  they  are  moft  ahJb 
to  keep  even» 

It  is  for  this  Reafon  that  it  imports  Denmari  above  all 
things  to  maintain  fteadily  her  Friendfhip  with  the  Maritime 
Powers,  who  are  both  of  them  her  natural  Allies :  His  Bri* 
iamick  Maiefhr  being  bound  in  both  Capacities,  I  mean  as 
King  and  Eledtor,  as  well  bv  tntereft  as  by  Treaties  to  fup* 
port  the  Danes^  On  the  otner  Hand,  the  Dutch  have  been 
always  iaft  Friends  to  Denmark^  and  muft  be  fo  as  long'  as 
they  continue  a  free  State;  there  feems  confequently  to  be. 
no  doubt  diat  Demnajk  wiD  always  ufe  her  utmoft  Endea-* 
vours  to  cultivate  a  good  Correfpondence  with  Nations  from 
whom  flie  hath  fo  much  Good  to  expe£l^  and  from  whom 
k  is  not  probable  fhe  can  ever  have  any  thing  to  fear» 

The  remote  Situation  of  Denmark  in  refpe£l  to  the  South- 
cm  Parts  of  Eurcpe^  has  hitherto  hindered  any  great  Com- 
munication between  them ;  but  that  is  not  likely  to  continue. 
long  the  Cafe,  fince  his  prcfent  as  well  as  his  late  Damjh  Mi^^ 
jefty  is  intent  on  extending  the  Commerce  of  his  Subje£is, 
particularly  into  the  Meditenanean  \  with  which  View  he  hadi 
not  only  obtained  various  Conceffions  from  the  Court  of  f7- 
emui,  but  has  entered  into  fome  Ncgociations  with  the  Court 
ef  Spain  likewife  3  and  has  Jjuft  concluded  a  Treaty  of  Coici^ 


[  82  1 

mcrcc  with  the  King  of  the  Two  SidlieSk    I'hc  great  Thing 
which  had  hitherto  deterred  the  Danes  from  attempting  the 
Trade  of  Jtafyj  and  other  Countries  adjacent,  was  the  Appre- 
henfion  of  having  their  Ships  continually  taken  by  the  jlgerims 
and  other  Piratical  States  of  Barhary.     But  the  late  King,  to 
remove  thefe  Difficulties,  was  pleafed  to  equip  a  fmall  Squadron 
for  the  Proteftion  of  the  Danifl)  Merchant-Men  in  thofe  Seas  % 
and  declared  tliat  he  would  continue  to  iend  fuch  a  Squadron 
every  Spring,  which  at  th^  fame  Time  that  it  exercifed  the 
Seamen  in  his  Service,  and  fecured  the  Trade  of  his  SubieSs, 
made  the  Flag  oi  Denmark  known  and  refpeded  in  ihofe  Farts, 
and  thereby  promoted  that  Monarch's  capital  Defign  of  being 
confidered  as  a  Maritime  Power.     Whether  the  prefent  Mo- 
narch will  be  foon  able  to  carry  this  into  Execution,  will,  de- 
pend upon  the  general  Tiu^n  of  Afiairs  in  Europe^  of  which 
it  is  certain  tliat  no  Prince  is  more  capable  of  forming  a  true 
Judgment,  or  making  a  right  Ufe.     The  War,  while  it  con- 
tinued, proved  alfo  ravourable  to  thofe  Views,  as  it  afforded 
the  Danes  an  Opportunity  of  difpofuig  of  dried  Fifh,  and  other 
Commodities  carried  ufually  into  the  Mediterranean  hy  other 
Nations.    It  is  alfo  more  than  probable,  that  the  Hopes  of  vend-* 
ing  Eajl^  India  Goods  in  thofe  Countries  may  have  fome  Share 
in  theic  Projefts,  though  hitherto  nothing  can  be  affirmed  on 
this  Head  with  Certainty,  becaufe  the  Treaties  relating  to  theic 
Points  are,  at  leaft  molt  of  them,  as  yet  but  in  Embryo.     But 
as  a  Peace  has  been  concluded  with  the  Piratical  States  in 
Africoy  there  is  now  no  longer  occafion  to  fend  ailnual  Squa- 
drons into  the  Mediterranean* 

It  has  been  fuggefted  by  fome  Writers,  that  the  Danes 
may  have  it  in  their  Power  to  fupply  the  French  and  other 
Nations  witli  Beef,  Butter,  and  other  Proviflons,  upon  as 
eafy  Terms  as  they  can  be  had  from  Ireland^  which  would 
ceitainly  prove  a  very  great  Advantage  to  them,  and  no  fmall 
Prejudice  to  us ;  but  it  has  fallen  out  unluckily  for  them  dur- 
ing the  Courfe  of  the  laft  War,  that  a  contagious  Diftcmper 
prevailed  amongfl  their  Cattle,  which  prevented  thofe  Experi- 
ments from  being  made,  by  which  this  Matter  might  other- 
wife  have  been  determined.  However  it  is  very  certain,  that 
Denmark  and  Norway  can  furnifh  a  Multitude  of  Commo- 
dities of  Value  in  the  Southern  Parts  oi  Europe  \  and  wherc- 
cvcr  tliey  fix  their  Trade,  it  will  neceflarily  occafion  a  Con- 
nection of  Literefls,  and  thereby  render  the  Crown  of  Denmark 
more  coi\iidcrable  than  (he  has  hitherto  been  \  more  cfpeci- 
ally  if  there  be  any  Truth  in  what  has  been  fufpeded,  that 
tiic  late  revoking  the  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  die  Dutch 
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by  the  G)urt  oJF  VirfaiUis^  was  with  a  View>  io  •moke  Trial 
of  what  mi^t  be  done  bv  encouraging  a  Fifli-Trade  from 
the  Danijh  Domiaions.  Tiiis  the  Dutch  themfidives  have  apr 
prehended ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  principal  Reafons  why  they 
have  taken  fo  much  Pains  in  negdciating  with  the  Cou^ 
of  France^  in  order  to  get  that  Edift  recalled,  from  a  Jea- 
loufy,  that  how  indifferently  foever  this  Trade  may  anfwcr 
at  nhft)  yet  in  Time  all  Difiiculdes  may  be  removed,  efpeci- 
ally  where  two  abfolute  Monarchs  are  concerned,  who  can 
oblige  their  Subjefb  to  do  and  bear  what  they  pleaie; 
whidi  is  a  very  high  Advantage  towards  carrying  either  good 
or  bad  Meafures  into  Execution. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  Article  with  endeavouring  to  explain 
die  Condu£l  that  Denmark  ought  to  purfue,  and  that  which 
the  prefent  King  has  purfued  with  regard  to  France.  It  is 
certain  that  formerly  the  clofe  Connexion  between  the  /riwat 
and  the  Swedes^  made  the  Danes  jealous  of  the  former,  and 
attached  them  more  clofely  to  the  Maritime  Powers ;  but  the 
preient  King  of  Denmark  feems  in  fome  Meafure  to  deviate 
from  this  Point  of  Policy,  and  has,  of  late  Years  efpecially^ 
Been  careful  to  maintain  a  good  Correfpondence  with  .Fr^irc^. 
Wc  muft  not  however  perfwade  ourfelves  from  thence,  that 
this  Monarch  has  deferted  his  old  Principles,  or  that  he  is 
not  as  much  convinced  as  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs  of  thelm* 
portance  of  his  Friendfhip  with  Great  Britain  and  Holland. 

The  Truth  is,  that  die  State  of  Things  betw.een  Swedim 
and  Denmark  being  greatly  altered,  the  King  of  Denmark 
has  the  lefs  Reafon  at  prefent  to  be  jealous  of  the  Fnmb 
Influence  there.  Befides  this,  we  ought  to  confider,  that  as  it 
was  not  either  the  Intereft  or  Intention  of  his  Danijh  Majefty 
to  take  any  Share  in  the  War  lately  concluded,  or  to  part 
with  his  Forces  to  any  of  the  Powers  engaged  therein  ;  fo  his 
rectivif^  Subfidies  from  France  to  do  this,  that  is  to  keep  an 
exaifl  Nutrality,  which  is  alfo  all  that  France  defires,  is  really 
receiving  them  for  nothing  s  and  it  ought  to  be  confidered  as 
a  Mafter-piece  of  Policy,  that  his  Danijh  Majefty  has  found 
Ways  and  Means  to  oblige  the  French  not  only  to  pay  thefc 
Subiidies,  but  alfo  to  grant  his  Subjefls  very  confiderable  Ad- 
vantages in  Trade  for  afting  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  the  Max- 
ims of  his  Government  would  have  led  him  to  a£l  independent 
x>i  thefe  Motives. 

But  if  Affairs  fliould  alter,  there  is  no  doubt  the  King  of 
Denmark  will  alter  his  Condu<S ;  for  we  may  with  greater 
.Certainty  reckon  on  the  Behaviour  of  this  Prince,  thatv  vi^  cwi 
jupon  auDoft  any  others   becaufe  w^  aie  (ure  tltiax  \v&  ^"tri^ 
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sihnyt  io  What  is  lit  fo^  him  to  do»  mi  n^eS  noting 
that  b  ittitaUe  to  Ms  Dignity,  to  hia  Love  for  Pdce^  ami  "^'^ 
Regard  for  tfeue  trot  InterdS:  of  his  Subjeds* 
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ji  iriefView  <jf  the  prejent  Sifite^  modern  Hifioryt^ 
legal  ConjliUitim^  pmtical  IntereJiSy  and  partU 
cular  Views  of  the  'Crown   and  Republid   ^ 
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THERE  is  fo  great  a  Mii^tM  of  Truth  and  FaUhood  ill 
the  Notions  comtnoniy  received  as^to-  the  Power  and 
Circumftances  of  this  Gpvcmnieiitv  that  at  die  (aifte  time  it 
becomes  extreamly  nec^StfV^  Mi'And  It  alTo  highly  difliailt 
to  feparate  and  diiKngvrijOi  mim.  This  Per{>!exity  arifes  firom 
a  peaiSar  CrrcumftarK^  whidfi'wiH  be  at  huge  opined  hefe^ 
^er,  but  of  which  we  are  aUb  obliged  to  ixj  fomcwhat  here. 
The  dominant  Power  in  P^Zt^rn/  is-^not  a  King,  aMiniftei*,  A 
Council,  or  Senate,  but  the  whole  Body  of  the  Nobility ;  and 
the  ruling  Paffion  of  this  dominant  Power,  is  to  preferve  this 
Prerogative,  which  for  the  Salce  of  giving  it  a  good  Name, 
they  are  pleaied  to  ftile  Liberty  in  its  iiill  Extent  This  there^^* 
fore  may  be  confidered  as  die  accidental  Intereft  of  P$knul^ 
that  is5  in  contf^idUon  to  its  Feat  Intereft ;  which,  as  hi  all 
other  Countries,  is  no  other  than  die  Good  c^  the  whole.  But 
here  lies  the  Misfortune,  that,  as  the  Perfons  who  puriiie  this 
accidental  Intereft  have  a  cotfftant  Succeffion,  there  is  but 
very  little  Ground  to  hope  that  the  real  Intereft  will  ever 
prevail.  Now  this  Circumftanoe  makes  the  common  Opinion 
of  the  Ficklenefs^  Imbecilitv,  and  Inflabili^  of  the  Polifi 
Government  really  true  i  whereas,  if  any  Method  could  be 
fallen  upon  to  bring  the  Poles  to  undemand,  to  vindicatCi 
and  fupport  their  true  Intereft^  nothing  would  be  more  £dfe  ) 
for  they  Would  then  have  a  fixed  and  proper  Syftem,  which 
they  have  a  Force  more  than  fuflicient  to  maintain ;  and  \n* 
ftead  of  being  one  of  the  weakeft  and  leaft  refpeSted,  P9lafii 
would  become  one  of  the  moft  powerful,  and  in  confequence 
of  that,  one  of  the  moft  confidered  Kingdoms  in  Europe. 

If  the  Reader  will  reAcA   upMi   £is  Remark,   which  i« 
ftri£Uy  founded  in  Thith^  he  will  be  vety  feldom  at  a  Loft 
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%r  the  C^es  of  die  principal  Events  ^idi  occur  in  tfit 
Hiftoirv  of  P^laml  in  Times  paft,  or  make  at  this  I^  the 
Subject  of  our  Gazettes.  To  render  the^Ground  of  our  Af- 
fertion  clearer,  it  may  be  proper  to  infift  on  a  few  Points 
relative  to  this  Countty  in  general.  If  we  confidcr  P9land 
with  regard  to  its  Extent,  we  (hall  find  it  thrice  as  big  as 
France  properly  fo  called ;  in  its  Figure  it  is  nearly  round,  fi» 
:ri)at  all  its  Provinces  conne£l  with  each  other,  and  are  confe- 
quentlv  capable  of  contributing  to  their  mutual  Defence.  It 
muff  mdeed  be  owned,  that  the  Fruits  of  Spain^  the  Flowery 
of  baly^  and  the  Vine^^  of  Hungary  are  not  to  be  found  in 
anjr  nun  of  Poland ;  neither  can  it  be  affirmed  that  the  Cities 
and  great  Towns  approach  in  Size  to  thofe  of  Germanyy  or 
have  any  Relation  in  point  of  Neatneis  to  Aich  as  we  meet  with 
in  Holland 'y  but  notwitfafhmding  this,  the  Country  h  far  from 
beine  barren  or  thinly  peopled.  We  may  jud^e  how  plen- 
4tAilfy  it  is  ftored  with  Corn,  from  its  being  nilpd  the  Gra- 
iiiry  of  the  North,  and  from  the  vaft  Quantities  of  that  Com- 
nodity  that  arc  annually  exported  from  Dantvuck ;  it  abounds 
tUb  in  Cattle,  without  anr  Exa^eration  beyond  moft  Coun- 
tries in  Europe ;  its  Ferefts  fiirnilh  Timber  of  ail  Sorts,  and 
for  all  Ufes,  and  that  in  a  Degree  more  than  Sufficient  for 
theConfumption  of  its  Inhabitants,  notwithftanding  diat  they 
employ  frequently  Timber  to  thofe  Purpofes,  for  which  in  other 
Countries  they  make  Ufe  of  Brick  and  Stone.  Its  Lakes  are 
full  of  feveral  Kinds  of  excellent  Filh,  and  in  the  Woods 
and  Heaths  there  is  variety  and  plenty  of  Game.  Some  Mines 
there  are,  more  efpeciaUy  of  Salt,  which  are  inexhauftibkw 
The  Climate  is  in  Winter  pretty  fevere;  they  have  great 
Rains  in  the  Autumn,  but  their  Summers  are  generally  fpeak* 
ingwami  and  plea&iit. 

The  Pales  are  naturally  adire,  hardy,  and  rofouft^  the 
•Gentry  have  many  Viitues,  diey  are  open,  generous,  and 
ho^itable,  ^ery  civil  to  Strangers,  and  for  the  moft  part  Men 
<tf  Honour ;  their  greateft  Failing  is  Vanity,  and  a  ftrong 
Inclination  to  live  after  their  N£uiner  in  a  wild  Kind  of 
Magnificence.  As  for  the  Peli/b  Ladies,  they  are  Women  of 
■exemplary  Piety  and  Virtue  s  and  as  to  the  meaner  Sort  of  People, 
they  are  confcfledly  law  and  ignorant,  which  however  is  rather 
to  be  charged  on  the  Conftitution  of  their  Government,  than 
any  Defe&  in  their  Cotmtry;  for  where  the  Law  has  ren- 
dered Peaiants  incapable  of  pofleffing  Property,  one  cannot 
fiippofe  they  will  take  Pains  to  acquire  it.  Their  having  no 
Ports,  ftri£tly  fpeaking,  except  Dantzicij  is  the  Reafcn  that 
diey  have  little  Commerce  with  their  Nei^bouc)  -»b\)t^^X^^Sw« 
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dmcymuft  be  alTo  charged  iq)on  their  Goverhment ;  for  when 
they  were  in  a  be^er  Condition  in  that  Refped  bv  their 
being  in  Poflcffion  of  Livonia^  they  ihewed  no  ereat  Indina* 
tion-to  improve  them.  Their  Turn  in  general  is  to  Anns 
and  good  Fdlovv'fhip ;  but  from  domeftick  Feuds  and  Aninio* 
fities  their  Valour  is  moftly  experienced  upon  each  other, 
and  by  their  inteftine  Divifions  th^  have  often  become  a  Prejr 
to  thofe  Nations,  whom  if  they  nad  been  united,  they  had 
a  Strength  fufEcient  not  only  to  repulfe  but  to  conquer. 

This  makes  them  very  good  Neighbours,  for  their  Ainbi** 
tion  has  never  tempted  them^  at  leS  for  fome  Ages  paft,  t^ 
make  any  Attempts  upon  others  j  but  then  the  Pov^r  of  dicir 
Nobility  is  fo  great,  that  the  People  are  apt  to  fhew  but 
little  Vigour  in  the  Support  of  it ;  nor  can  this  be  wondered 
at  in  any  Nation  where  the  People  cannot  be  properly  (aid  to 
defend  tfaemfelves.  The  Polijh  Armies,  as  we  (hall  fee  hereafter^ 
have  fought  with  Succcfs  and  Glory  againft  the  Turis  and 
Tartars;  but  this  was  owing  to  their  lability  mountine  on 
Horfel»ck,  and  deciding  the  Bufm'^^s  in  one  or  two  Gun<« 
paigns.  The  fame  Thing  that  we  coUe£l  from  their  Victories, 
we  may  infer  alfo  from  their  Defeats ;  they  have  fufiered  deep- 
ly from  their  Wars  with  the  SwtdeSj  but  of  late  have  been 
greatly  awed  by  ^^  Ruffians ;  in  both  Cafes  however  this  has  been 
owing  to  their  bavins  to  do  with  regular  Forces,  which  a 
Crown  Army  compofed  of  thin  Battalions  under  a  bad  Di£« 
cipline  and  poorly  paid,  could  never  refift. 

While  their  Monarchs  had  a  reafonable  Degree  of  Power, 
they  protedted  them  from  fuch  Misfortunes,  as  we  ihall  fee 
hereafter,  by^he  eftabliihine  a  proper  Militia,  to  whom  th^ 
afSgned  Lands  in  Lieu  of  ray ;  but  through  Errors  in  Go- 
vernment thofe  Regulations  have  been  long  fubverted,  and 
the  Cojfacks^  who  in  former  Times  were  the  Defence  oiPdandy 
a<Sl  now  on  the  Side  of  their  Enemies.  But  after  all,  perhaps 
none  of  thefe  Miftakes  are  irretrievable ;  and  if  the  prdent 
Weakneis  and  Diftrefs  of  that  Kingdom,  which  is  greater 
than  ever,  fhould  at  laft  infpire  them  with  a  true  Notion  of 
their  Errors,  and  incline  them  to  Amendment,  it  might  ftill 
appear  then:  Cafe  is  not  irretrievable  ;  tho',  if  nothing  of  thia 
kind  happens  it  will  be  fo  ytxy  foon.  Their  Nei^ibours 
have  already  encroached  upon  uiem  in  fuch  a  Manner,  aa 
nothing  but  their  Fadions  could  have  encourag^  and  no- 
thing but  their  Folly  and  want  of  publick  Spirit  could  have 
brought  a  brave  Nation  to  bear.  But  it  is  now  time  to  piuw 
fue  our  ordinary  Method,  and  to  enter  upon  a  Series  of  Fa61a 
neceilary  to  render  our  fubiequcnt  Rcfledtions  Intelli^ble. 

Thcro 
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There  are  few  Hiftories  more  confiifed  dian  that  of  Poland^ 
infomuch  that  we  know  little  or  nothing  with  Certainty,  or 
at  leaft  with  Certainty  enoi^h  for  our  rurpofe,  before  the 
Reig^  of  yagellon^  who  mounted  die  Throne  in  the  latter 
End  of  the  fourteenth  Century.  He  was  Grand  Duke  of  £1* 
thuania  and  a  P^an  ;  but  on  his  being  ele6led  King  of  Poland 
he  became  a  Chhilian,  and  took  Care  to  make  his  Subje£b  (o  ; 
he  alfo  united  the  whole  of  his  hereditary  Dominions  to  thofe  of 
PelanJy  which  induced  the  Poles  to  have  fuch  a  Regard  for 
his  Memory,  as  to  preferve  the  Crown  in  his  Family  until 
his  Male  Line  extinguiflicd  in  Sigifmund  Auguflus  in  1552. 

After  much  Confiifion  and  a  long  Struggle  between  the 
two  Factions,  Henry  Duke  of  Atijou^  Brother  to  Charles  IX. 
of  France^  was  ekftcd  King  of  Poland^  in  preference  to  Ma}ci^ 
nttlian  oi  Au/iria  5  but  before  he  had  enjoyed  the  Crown  four 
Months,  his  Brother  died,  and  Henry  returned  privately  into 
France^  whicli  Kingdom  he  governed  by  the  Name  of  Henry 
HI.  and  this  Election  and  mort  Rei?n  introduced  that  Cor- 
refpondence  between  the  French  and  the  Poles^  which  has  fub^ 
fifkd  ever  fmce,  but  very  little  to  the  Advantage  of  the  latter. 

At  firft,  the  Nobility  of  Poland  expreffed  prodigious  Refent- 
ment  at  the  Ufage  they  had  met  with  ;  King  Henry  having 
taken  the  Advantage  of  a  dark  Night  to  make  his  Efcapc  and 
to  defert  that  Throne,  to  which,  not  without  much  Trouble 
and  Sollicitations,  he  had  been  admitted  ;  and  therefore  upon 
his  Abdication,  the  Party  which  had  efpoufed  the  Caufe  of 
Maximilian  of  Aujlria^  endeavoured  to  revive  his  Pretenfions, 
and  to  place  upon  his  Head  that  Diadem  which  his  Rival 
haul  quitted  ;  but  however  they  were  not  able  to  carry  thcif^ 
Point,  the  Majority  of  the  Poles  being  inclined  to  chufe  a 
Prince  that  they  were  fure  would  refide  amongft  them  ;  a 
Thing  they  could  no  more  expedl  from  Maximilian  than  from 
Henry  of  Anjou^  confidering  the  Views  that  Prince  had  in 
Germany* 

It  ^as  for  this  Reafon  more  efpecially,  that  tlicy  made 
Choice  of  Stephen  Batori^  Prince  of  Tranfdvania^  who  had 
already  ^ned  a  great  Reputation  by  his  Courage.  He  foun4 
notwithftanding  fome  Difficulties  to  ftruggle  with  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  Reign ;  for  a  confiderable  Party  declared  againft 
him,  and  feized  upon  At  City  oi  Dantvdfk  on  the  Behalf  of 
Afaximilian.  King  Stephen^  however,  took  the  wifeft  Way  to  , 
cftablilh  himfelf  on  the  Throne  of  Poland^  by  marrying  Amie 
the  Sifter  of  Sigifmund  Auguflus,  of  the  Royal  Houife  of  Jeh- 
g^lhnj  which  procured  him  the  AfFe£iion  of  all  his  Subi^b. 
A$^  reducing  Danizici,   he  engaged  in  ^  W^  a«Atv&  iSmi 
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Mufiaviiis^  from  ^whfoof*  hft^wcoyered  all  that  Acnr  had  tifcoi- 
from  the  Pab^-aod  his^HUtoefr  in  thU  War  enaoled  him  ta 
fctdc  the  Vkrainf  whicb^^jn  itmPiEJb  Language  f^ifies  Am 
Frontiers,  which  tiU  his  Time  had  been  a  wide  and  wild 
Dclart   .      • 

.He  was  likewife  the  Author. <^  the  Military  Tenures  ainong 
the  P^/^'. by  which  he.; rendered  them  the  bcft  Cavalry  in 
the  Wprld.  .^Bfiit  b^pule  ^  verv  well,  knew  that  Horfe  ahuie 
was  hot  a  Strength  fuficient  to  crefend  Aich  a  Kingdom ;  and 
was  ,tpa^b}fi^^o  that  tl^  Nubility  would  never  ferve  on  Foott 
1^  ^J^itssi^.flcw  M^if^  of  the  Cojfacksj  a  rtxA 

ixyi  bailiff'*  lUce-  pf  ^eMde^  who  had  hitherto  been  me 
V\^^^MM^-  and  on  whom  he  hO^mA 
tiyotJJlhamf  wh^  he  /cttled  them  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  the 
PoK  m0)f^^^!iifiif^^^Q^  great  Body  ofkifiintry,  witin 

pi)t  bein^  fit  ^y  ^;reat -JSxfencew  Thus  lie  wifely  provided  Sac 
^P  J^^^Sfgj^F^^^  ^f  tb^  Kingdom  on  -one  mnd,  and  tat 
its  Ijo^b^^Qn:  agiainft.  the  Mufcmtesj  Tartars^  and  Turks  on 
the,^c;r«,,.  Ffir  thoibiPpople  being  in  Part  fettled  in  the  Iflands 
of  the  Baq^cnes^  or  l^i^er^  h  they  from  thence  made  the  moft 
dj^e^d{ul  IncurGops  by  the^^Ztiri  Sea  into  the  Territories  of 
the  Turks f  taking  and  burning  $he  Cities  Sif9$pe  and  Trebifmub^ 
and  even  pillaging  the  Suburbs  of  Conjiantinople. 

This  ^reat  King  died  in  1586,  at  a  Time  when  he  was 
engaged  ma  W4r  with  tlie  Turks^  and  left  behind  him  a  Re- 
putation a^  great  as  that  of  any  Prince  of  his  Time,  and  be- 
queathed t9  the  Potes  as  a  L^cy,  fuch  a  Military  Eftablifli- 
ment,  as  dulv  attended  to  would  have  always  defended  them, 
from  the  Afnoition  of  their  Neighbours ;  but  which  by  their 
SedidonSy  Fadtions,  and  Coiruption,  gradually  decayed,  and  is 
now  \ix  a  great  mofure  loft. 

The  Peace  .and  Pro4)erity  olPokmdy  as  it  was  reftored  by 
King  Stfphien^  feemed  to  be  loft  at  his  Death  i  for  thourii  at 
a^  Sit  Polifi  EloS^nSy  Diicord  and  Confiifion  had  oeen 
and  are  ^21  oommon,  .yet  we  read  of  none  fo  great  as  at 
this  Time,  the  Nation  being  equally  involved  in  Religious 
8Ln(|,.Pi)litical,Difpvteai  fo  that  on  one  Side  the  Lutherans 
casie  Into  the  Fidd  with  ten.  thouiand  Men,  and  on  the  other 
the  Senate  had  a  jmatBody  of  good  Troops  to  fupportdie 
Cathdick  Caiife,  The  Competitors  for  the  Crown  were  three, 
radi  fupported  by  a  numerous  and  powerful  Faction.  The 
filft  was  Theodore^  Czar  of  RuJ/ia  $  the  fecond  AdaximUum^ 
Arch-Duke  of  jf^/FnVr,  who  now  for  the  third  Time  pretend- 
cd  to  the  Crown  ^  the  third  was  Sigijmundj  Prince  of  SwdeUm  ■ 
It  was  argued  in  bvpur  of  the  j6%  that  if  he  v^as  defbsd 
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be  ^irouM  render  Pdmi  the  moft  powerful  Monarchy  in 
Stirwpij  by  adding  thereto  all  the  Dominions  of  Ruffia.  The 
perlbxud  eood  (^talities  of  the  fecond  were  chicly  infiffasi 
upon,  and  which  is  pretty  fingular,  he  was  fupported  by  the 
Pop^s  Nuncio  and  the  Lutherans.  As  for  the  laft,  he  was  the 
Son  of  the  Sifter  of  their  late  King  Sigifmund^  and  confequent« 

Ldie  Heir  Male  of  the  Family  of  JageUortj  and  for  this  Rea« 
chiefly,  by  the  AfSftance  of  thie  Senate,  was  chofen  oa 
the  ninth  of  Augujl  i^Sy. 

The  Arch-Didce  Aiaximilian  however  marched  with  an 
Army  into  Poland  to  difpute  this  E|e£tion,  but  was  routed 
in  two^Engagements ;  and  in  the  laft  being  made  Prifoner,  was 
obliged' to' renounce  all  hisPretenfxonsto  the  Crown  of  Pc^ 
land.  By  thb  Means  Sigifmund  m.  became  die  peaceable 
Pofleflbr  of  the  Kingdom,  but  was  diiappointed  in  the  De- 
(ign  ''he  foimed  of  keeping  that  of  Sweden  alfo :  for  as  he 
was  a  violent  Pa[nft,  the  Swedes  refiifed  to  acknowledge  him, 
and  therefore  placed  upon  the  Throne  the  Duke  of  Sunder-- 
mmd^j  which  occafioned  a  long  War  between  the  two  King- 
doms He  reigned  44  Years,  and  in  that  Time  gave  fignal 
Proo6  of  his  Courage  and  Condu^  particularly  againft  ^2- 
Tttrhj  tho'  in  the  Wars  againft  the  Swedes  he  was  very 
unfortunate. 

He  was  faccceded,  tho'  not  without  a  mat  Struggle,  by  his 
eldeft  Son  Uhdijlaus  VII.  who  was  chofen  the  13th  of  No^ 
vember  1632.  This  Monarch  proved  very  fucce&fol  in  the 
Beginning  of  his  Reign  againft  the  RuJJianSy  the  Turisj  and 
Swedes ;  forcing  each  of  them  to  make  Peace  with  die  Poles 
upon  Terms  advantageous  to  that  Nation.  But  in  the  Year 
1637,  Difturbances  broke  out  with  die  Cojfacks  \  for  the  P^ 
Ufi  Nobility  having  acquired  great  Eftates  in  the  Ukraine 
prevailed  upon  the  King  to  take  away  from  that  Milida  the 
Privileges  granted  them  by  King  Stephen^  which  proved  of 
very  bad  Confequence  to  the  Nadon ;  that  Difpute  lafted 
longer  than  that  King's  Life,  which  determined  on  the  20th- 
€3i  May  1648. 

He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Brodier,  John  Cafimirj  who  had 
aimed  at  the  Crown  when  \]la£Jlaus  was  chiofen,  afterwards 
became  a  Jefuit,  and  was  promotra  to  the  Rank  of  a  Cardinal, 
which  he  reiigned  in  hopes  of  the  Crown.  After  his  £le£don 
he  married  his  Brother's  Widow,  a  French  Woman ;  to  whoie 
Intrigues  were  chiefly  owing  all  the  Misfortunes  that  attended 
his  Reiffli.  We  have  in  our  Account  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Sweden  fliewn  how  he  was  driven  out  of  his  Dominions  by 
|Cing  Qwrh  G^Jiavusj  but  how  he  got  Poffc&on  of  th<rav  ?c^tw 
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16  a  Point  of  Hiftory  (o  little  known,  diat  it  may  not  btt  andft 
to  infert  it  here.  The  Dams  having  attacked  the  Stmdijk 
Dominions,  King  Charles  offered  to  give  up  all  his  Conquefts 
in  Poland  for  800000  Rixdollars,  vi^hich  Offer  was  readiljf 
accepted ;  but  the  Poles  found  it  very  difficult  to  raife  die 
Money.  The  Ele^r  of  Brandenburgh^  who  had  called  in 
the  Swedesj  perceiving  that  he  was  like  to  lofe  their  Affiflance, 
privately  propofed  to  the  Poles  to  pay  this  Money  and  to 
affift  them  agsunft  the  Swedesy  if  they  would  renounce  the 
Sovereimty  of  the  Ducal  Pruffia^  which  he  held  as  a  Vafial 
to  iht  Crawn  of  Poland :  this  was  accepted  and  performed  on 
both  Sides,  and  ratified  in  the  famous  Treaty  of  OHvaj  by 
which  the  Poles  ended  all  their  Differences  with  their  Neigh- 
bours. 

This  Circumftance  Sir  Rjsbert  Southv^U  declared,  at  a  Meet- 
ing of  the  Royal  Society,  he  had  from  the  Mouth  of  the 
£le£lor  of  Brandenburg.  After  this  King  Cafinur  might 
have  reigned  in  Peace,  if  he  had  not  formed  a  Projed  to 
render  himfelf  abfolute,  in  order  to  which  be  raifcd  an  Army 
of  30000  Men,  moft  of  them  Germans.  But  this  Defign  be- 
ing difcovered,*  Prince  Lvhomrjkl^  the  Crown  General,  at  die 
Head  of  the  Peiift)  Troops,  fell  upon  the  King's  Army,  de^ 
feated  them  totally,  and  made  their  General,  who  was  « 
Frenchman^  Prifoner. 

We  need  not  wonder  that  after  fuch  a  Blow  as  this,  the 
Kine  fhould  be  out  of  Humour  with  his  Subjc^h,  or  that 
his  Subjedb  fhould  have  no  longer  any  Confidence  in  fuch  a 
Prince ;  but  the  Methods  he  took  to  b^  revenged  on  them 
deferves  to  be  made  known,  more  efpecially  as  thqr  pro- 
ceeded from  die  Advice  given  him  by  his  French  Queen, 
and  thofe  of  her  Nation,  whom  (he  procured  to  be  admitted 
into  his  Council.  In  the  firfl  Place,  he  excited  the  Cojjkcks 
to  rebel,  and  to  throw  off  their  Suhjeftion  to  Pohndy  z  'ihing 
fo  bafe  as  it  would  never  have  been  believed,  if  he  had  itot 
been  weak  enou^  to  have  written  a  Letter  under  his  own 
Hand  to  their  Generals  for  that  Purpofe,  which  they  produced, 
and  thereby  proved  it  inconteflably. 

Another  scheme  of  his,  flill  meaner  than  the  former,  an- 
fwer'd  his  End  more  effe6hially.  H*;  pretended  to  be  very 
forr^  for  the  Milchiefs  he  had  occafioned,  and  having  called  ' 
a  Diet  at  Leopoldj  he  there  propofed  redreffing  publick  Griev-> 
ances,  and  paying  the  Armv.  The  bcft  Expedient  to  efie£t 
this,  was  to  odl  in  the  Gola  and  Silver  of  the  Kingdom,  and 
recoin  it.  But  this  having  been  found  deficient,  the  States 
confentcd  to  have  vaft  Quantities  of  Copper  coined,  which 

before 
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e  had  been  very  (carce  in  the  Country,  and  to  laife  iti 
ifick  Value  to  almoft  doubk  the  common  Standard.  With 
4oney  the  King  paid  the  Publick  for  what  they  brought 
5  likewife  the  Arrears  of  the  Army,  but  kept  all  the 
and  Silver,  which  he  afterwards  remitted  into  Frana, 
loon  followed  himfelf,  when  he  had  beggared  the  Nation^ 
rhich  the  Poks  abhor  his  Name  even  to  this  Day. 
f  had  now  reigned  twenty  Years  with  very  little  Qyiet» 
e&  Credit ;  he  faw  plainly  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
ijoy  the  One,  or  to  recover  the  Other  in  Poland 'y  and 
lore  he  refolved  to  refign  the  Crown,  which  he  accord- 
did  in  the  Church  of  St.  John  at  tVarfaw^  Sept.  i6  x668.-; 
ifterwards  retiring  into  France^  died  at  Nevers  in  Decemb. 
But  as  he  was  Abbot  of  St.  Germains  at  Paris j  he  was 
i  there  under  a  magnificent  Tomb  of  Bra(s,  with  a  pompous 
!  Inicripdon,  attributing  to  him  many  Virtues  which  he 
had,  and  in  which  there  is  not  the  lead  mention  of  thofe 
s  and  Vices  by  which  he  loft  his  Honour  and  his  Crown, 
lb  Refignation  threw  the  Kingdom  oi  Poland  into  frefh 
l^ons,  for  immediately  four  Candidates  declared  them- 
I  the  Arft  was  the  Great  Prince  of  RuJJiaj  on  whofe 
If  the  Ctuxt  his  Father  made  large  Ofiers.  The  fecond 
the  Duke  oi  Newbourgy  fupported  by  the  Fr^wA  Intereft. 
third  was  the  Duke  of  Lorraitiy  who  had  the  German 
on  for  his  Friends.  The  Fourth  was  the  Son  of  the 
e  of  Condey  efpoufed  by  many  of  the  Polljh  Nobih'ty  out 
efpe£t  to  his  Father.  The  Firft  and  the  Laft  of  thefc 
idates  were  foon  bid  afide,  but  the  Fa6lions  of  the  other 
were  of  fuch  equal  Strength,  that  a  Civil  War  was  appre- 
sd.  The  Palatine  Opalinjki  however  changed  the  whole 
of  Afiairs  by  a  Speech,  in  which  he  told  them,  that  it 
a  Shame  they  ihoiild  either  admit  cf  a  Foreign  Prince, 
Ser  Foreigners  to  prefcribe  to  them  who  fhould  be  their 
;  that  their  Anceftors  did  not  a&  in  this  Manner ;  but 
they  found  themfelves  in  fuch  a  Situation,  made  Choice 
ar  Countryman  Piajlusy  diftinguifhed  only  by  his  Vir- 
who  governed  them  fo  prudently,  that  tho'  he  lived  to  be 
flundi^  and  Twenty,  his  Death  was  as  much  regretted 
le  had  been  cut  ofT  ia  the  Flower  of  his  A£;e.  This  Speech 
(b  well  received  diat  the  whole  Ailembly  cried  out,  A 
/  A  Piaji  I  which  is  now  become  a  Phrafe  to  exprcis  a 
I  Candidate  in  Oppofitwn  to  a  Stranger, 
the  next  Meeting  the  fame  Palatine  Prince  was  called 
to  name  one  of  the  Nobility  worthy  of  the  Crown  ; 
which  1m?  made  another  Speech^  at  dk  Gok  d  niW^ 
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he  prop6led  Prince  ASlcboil  ff^iefimuijkiy  who  was  defeMM^^ 
from  a  Brother  of  JagMm.  He  was  not  remarkable  for  Riltt^ 
^r  Courage^  or  Fortune  ;  and  it  was  generally  fufpeded  tiMfett^ 
he  was  mentioned  to  make  Way  for  fome  other  powMul 
Nobleman ;  but  it  ib  fell  out,  diat  as  the  Psktiwe  pronoimctftS 
his  Name,  a  Swarm  of  .Bees  flew  over  his  Head,  upm  ^i^ddll 
the  People  cried  out  tknanimoufly,  Gdd  foot  King  MicnKtS^ 
That  Prince,  who  was  prilfent  hi mfelf,  broke  out  intoTeanp 
declared  himfelf  very  unfit  for  a  Crown,  and  bmNNl'tlrty,' 
would  proceed  to  a  new  Elefiiion,  but  it  was  to  noraffUby* 
the  Diet  perTifted  iti  ^etf  Qxiice,  fo  he  became  a  K\ingy/lti^ 
ther  he  would  or  noCi  v  •  tA    H? 

Mchad  ff^efiwwifkl  hfcvinjg  Aus  had  the  GroWn  forced  ilpoM'' - 
hhn  by  the  jjainer  and  honeller  port  of  die  AflemUy,  waft 
crowned  on'Hte  fbveirteenth  dt  September  167O  :  He  had  been^' 
while  a  Youth,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Bed-Chamber  to  thef 
Emperor  LeipoU^  who  not^thflanding  confented  very  feadi- 
Iv  to  his  Marriage  widi  the  Prince6  f/r^mrtf  oi  AufiriM  hk 
oifter,  which  at  lirft  raiftd  fome' JesdouficB  and  Difeorilent 
amongfl  the  Nobilitv,  who  were  afraid  he  made  this  Nbtch 
with  a  View  to  emsirge  hb  Power  at  the  Expence  of  the 
'public  Liberty  ;  but  the  Eafinels  of  his  Temper,  and  his  Rea- 
dineis  to  confent  to  whatever  they  ^cd,  very  foon  coh- 
vinced  them,  that  their  Fears  were  groundlefs ;  and  that  thev 
had  nothmg  to  dread  from  this  Monarch  on  the  Side  of  his 
Ambition. 

But  in  the  Year  1672,  the  Turks  under  the  Pretence  of 
having  taken  the  Coffach  under  their  Protedion,  invaded  jP#- 
hndj  and  very  foon  made  themfehres  Maflers  of  Kaminiedt^ 
the  Capital  of  Padolia^  a  Place  till  then  efteemed  impregnable; 
and  fo  much  fuperior  their  Forces  appeared  to  any  that  he 
could  raife  againft  them,  that  the  King  refolved  to  make  the 
beft  Peace  he  could,  which  however  proved  a  very  indiflerent 
one ;  for  by  it  he  covenanted  to  pay  the  Turis  a  great  Sum 
of  Money  for  fparing  thatCitr  and  its  Inhabitants,  and  fKpu- 
lated  befides,  that  he  would  yield  the  Tsirks  a  confbnt  Tribute 
cf  22,000  Gold  Ducats  ^r  Annum.  As  advantageous  as  thi$ 
mufl  appear,  the  Turh  neverthdcfs  were  not  long  before  they ' 
renewed  their  Hoftilities,  which  obliged  the  Crown-General  - 
SMeJki  to  venture  a  Battle  under  great  Uifadvantages,  in  which 
however  he  gained  a  compleat  as  well  as  unexp^9sd  ViAory. 
But  the  King  did  not  live  to  receive  the  Pleafure  of  this  News, 
dyine  fuddemy  on  the  fixteenth  of  November  1673,  not  with- 
out ftrong  Suspicions  of  Poifon.  He  was  thirty-two  Years  of 
Age,  a  Man  of  much  MUdadsy  Moderation,  and  Piety  ^  but 
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wbo  was  far  enough  from  having  the  great  Qualities  re« 
to  fill  the  Throne  with  Dignity^  more  efpedally  ini^ 
Country  as  Poland. 
i!ihit  next  Diet  of  EleAion  was  attended  as  ufual  with 
BJI91C -Confufion ;  the  Candidates  were  the  Czar  o(  AfuJiffv/% 
j9jnffA  Soii^  the  Prince  of  Tranfihrnnicj  the  EleAor  of  Bran* 
Ajjjmyys  ddeftSon;-  the  Duke  of  Lfrrain  and  the  Prince  of 
Giii^  ^ere  al(b  named)  with  fbme  others.    At  laft  there  were 
djp^FaAions  formed;  the  firftof  theZiVAiMir/tfiir,  who  were 
forjlbeif)^c  o£  Lfirrain  I  the  fecspndofthejP^/ry^  Nobility^  wha 
mmt^-moEt  of  tfaem  for  the  Dukcr.of  Neuburgl/s  Son ;  and- 
Ae  Army,  ii^o  pretended  to  be  for  the  Freiub  Pk-ince,  whtf  • 
li|f>'^4KA  named^  1l9!a«  underibod  (a^/J-  have  £ud)  to  be  the 
I^iiace  fif  C^nde.    J3y  Degiees  all  the  Faflions  were  reduoed* 
to^two,  one  for  the  Duke  oi  LmraiH9  4ffA  the  other  for  the 
AeM^ib  Prince. 

.In  die  End  however,  this  Elefbiony  Kke  the  former,  was 
decsdod  iiiddenly,  by  a  Speech.  The  Palatine  of  Ruffia  rofe 
up.a«d  faid,  '^  That  the  LithuamaHt  h^  difhonoured  their 
**  -CoOhtry^  by  protefHne  (o  violently  as  they  had  done  againffc 
*^.mPia/i  ox  ri^tive  of  Poland  I  that  it  was  dangerous  at  this' 
^  Jundrure  to  choofe  a  German  Prince ;  and  that  for  his  I^ 
^  he  would  fpeak  his  Sentiments  plainly*  That  they  were  on 
*<  the  Point  of  finking  into  the  lowdft  State  of  Contempt,  if 
^  diey  had  not  been  delivered  by  the  late  Victory  over  the 
**  Turisj  and  that  as  it  was  won  by  the  Crown-General  5tf- 
^*  Afi^f,  fo  he  only  deferved  to  be  King^  by  whoie  Courage 
«  and  ConduA  they  were  fliU  a  P^t^leJ'  ^  This  did  the  Bidi- 
ne6  effisdhially ;  for  though  the  Lithuanians  protefted  againfl 
it  dm  Day,  yet  they  recanted  the  next,  and  fo  the  El^on 
became  unanimous. 

John  SMe/ki  being  thus  laifed  to  the  Crown,  was  defiroua 
of  carrying  on  the  War  againfl:  the  Turksy  in  which  he 
was  very  indifferently  feconded  by  the  Nobility,  who  tho' 
ih^  before  promifed  an  Army  of  60,000  Men,  yet  made  a 
Difficulty  of  furnifhing  him  with  40,000  after  he  was  elo£led. 
The  King,  notwithflanding  this,  carried  on  the  War,  and  in 
the  Year  1675  he  obtained  the  u-eatefl  Vi^ry  the  P9lii 
ever  had  to  ooafl  of ;  for  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  City 
oiLe9p$ld,  with  5000  Men  in  an  open  Plain  he  defeated  60,000 
Turks  and  Tartars^  who  fled  in  one  Nieht  as  many  Leagues 
as  they  had  marched  in  three  Days ;  and  afterwards  with  an 
Army  of  15,000  Men  he  drove  above  an  100,000  Turks  and 
Tartan  out  of  PMia, 
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When  he  had  dius  fecured  the  Peace  of  the  Kingdom,  hi 
returned  to  Cracow^  where  on  the  fecond  of  February  i6^ 
he  was  crown*d  with  great  Magnificence.  He  made  a  very  m* 
nourable  Peace  with  the  Turks  not  long  after,  which  lafled  til 
the  Year  1683.  In  that  Year  they  invaded  Gernunij^  and  h^ 
fifiged  Vienna^  to  the  Relief  of  which  the  King  of  P$bmi 
marched  with  20,000  Men  ;  and  having  joined  the£le£lon  cf 
Bavaria  2nd  SaKohy^  ^nd  the  Duke  of  Lorrai/ij  who  had  about 
the  fame  Number,  he  on  th^  12th  of  SifUmbtr  attacked  the 
Grand  Vizir^  who  had  an  Army  of  near  200,000,  entirdj  de- 
feated them,  forcing  them  to  raife  the  Siege,  and  fly  with  the 
iitmoft  Precipitation.  The  King  made  his  Enuy  into  Vimmi 
through  the  fireach  with  the  great  Standard  of  the  Turks^  taken 
by  his  Troops,  carried  before  him. 

He  afterwards  continued  the  War  for  fome  time  lonm,  the' 
he  thought  himfclf  but  indifferently  treated  by  the  JEmperor, 
On  his  return  into  Poland^  he  met  with  much  Uneafineis 
and  Difcontent;  the  Nobility  apprehending  that  he  intended 
to  make  the  Crown  Hereditary  in  his  Family,  and  that  if 
was  with  this  View  he  hoarded  up  fo  much  Money ;  for  it  was 
computed  that  in  the  Space  of  twenty  Years,  he  faved  near 
two  Millions  Sterling.  His  Cares  andf  Fatigues  brought  on  a 
Complication  of  Diftempers,  which  carried  him  off  uie  feven- 
teenth  of  June  1696,  in  the  fixty-fixth  Year  of  his  Age  and 
twenty-fecond  of  his  Reign.  At  the  Time  of  his  Deceaie^  he 
was  the  Oldeft,  the  Richeil,  and  for  perfonal  Courage  the 
mofl  renowned  Monarch  in  Eurtpe^ 

After  the  Kmg^s  Death,  Cardinal  Radzioujkiy  Arcbbiihop 
of  Gnefnoy  and  Primate  of  the  Kingdom,  took  the  Admini- 
fbration  of  the  Government,  as  is  uftial,  upon  him,  and  notified 
the  King's  Death  to  Foreign  Princes,  and  to  all  the  Governors 
of  the  Provinces,  and  advifed  with  the  Senators  that  were  then 
at  Warfawy  of  the  proper  Method  and  the  Time  to  chufe  a 
new  King.  They  fixed  upon  the  twenty-ninth  of  Augujt 
1696,  for  the  Convocation  of  the  grand  Diet;  but  there  ap- 
pearing feveral  Competitors,  and  thole  too  fupported  by  power- 
ful FaiSions,  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  take  more  Time 
to  appeafe  the  Diflentions  of  the  Nobility ;  for  which  Reafon  the 
Overture  of  the  Diet   was  deferred  to  the  fifteenth  of  May 

1  hey  then  chofe  the  Sieur  Belinjki  for  their  Speaker,  whom 
they  call  MarJhaL  The  chief  Competitors  were  Prince  yamef 
of  Polandy  and  his  Brother  Prince  Alexander^  the  Prince  of 
Contiy  Don  Livio  Odefchalchiy  and  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden  \ 
but  at,  laft  the  Eleilor  of  Saxony  unexpc£lcdly  came  to  the 
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Frontiers  of  Poland  with  8000  Men,  and  declared  hino^f  a 
.Candidate,  having  a  Twelvemonth  before  privately  soured 
^his  Religion  to  quali^  himfelf  for  this  Crown,  which  pro* 
cuied  him  the  Interdc  of  the  Pope  and  Cler^  i  fo  that  at 
kng^  no  confiderable  Party  appeared  but  for  him,  the 
-  Bnnce  of  Contij  and  Prince  James,  The  Cardinal  Piimate, 
with  a  great  Number  of  the  Palatinsj  fupported  the  Intereft  of 
the  Prince  of  Conti,  the  French  having  for  icveral  Years  before 

g'ven  agreat  Chara£ler  of  his  Merit  and  Valour,  which  made 
e  King  of  France  believe  that  he  would  undoubtedly  carry 
dm  Crown,  as  it  is  probable  he  would  have  done,  had  he 
been  in  Perfon  as  near  the  Place  of  £le£lion  as  the  Elector  of 
Saxntf  was ;  for  on  the  26th  of  Jime^  being  the  Day  of  Elec- 
tion, the  Diet  drew  out  into  the  Field,  and  he  had  that  Day 
more  Votes  than  cither  the  Elector  of  Saxony  or  Prince  Jamesj 
which  the  Primate  obferving,  went  with  his  Party  and  mmie- 
diatdy  proclaimed  him  King. 

But  the  two  other  Parties  knowing  that  this  could  not  be 
Imlly  done,  without  the  unanimous  Confent  of  the  Diet,  pro- 
tcned  againll  it ;  and  Prince  James  perceiving  his  Party  to  be 
the  weakeft,  and  having  always  been  in  the  Interest  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujiria^  as  being  married  to  the  Sifter  of  the  Em- 
prefi  and  Queen  of  Spain^  refi^ned  all  his  Intereft  to  the  Ele£lor 
of  Saxmyj  who  was  likewife  lupported  by  the  Emperor.  Thefe 
two  Parties  being  thus  united  into  one,  were  more  numerous 
than  that  of  the  rrince  of  Conti ;  wherefore  coming  next  Day 
into  the  Field,  they  got  the  fiiftiop  of  Cujavia^  after  the 
Krimate  had  refufed  it,  to  proclaim  Frederic  Augujlus  of  &ax^ 
'  mtf  King  of  Poland^  and  fent  Ambaftadors  to  defire  him  to 
accept  of  the  Crown  3  he  accordingly  entered  the  Kingdom 
with  his  Forces^  and  marched  diredly  to  Crac9Wy  where  he 
was  crowned. 

The  other  Party  endeavoured  however  to  maintain  their 
Election ;  but  the  Prince  of  Conti^  who  came  from  Dantzick^ 
Aiding  that  he  fhould  have  no  more  Friends  in  Pcland  than  he 
puFchaled  with  his  Money,  and  that  they  would  continue  fo 
no  longer  than  they  were  fupplied  with  it,  determined  to  quit 
his  Claim,  as  he  did,  and  fo  left  the  peaceable  PofTefSon  to 
King  Auguftus ;  who  notwithftanding  this  was  far  enough 
from  meeting  with  that  Duty  and  Rcfpc<a  which  he  hoped 
for ;  fo  that  new  Difturbances  were  on  the  point  of  arifing, 
if  they  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  Wifdom  and  Moderation 
of  the  King. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1700,  he  had  brought  Things 
into  ibme  tolerable  Degree  of  Order,   and  mig^t  very  ^ro- 
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Inbly  Km  reined  peaceably  enoudiy  i^  ^  intidi  a$  wi^  jiS 
the  great  Qualities  that  could  be  wified  for  in  a  Prince,  he  had 
an  AfiUlitf  and  Freedom  in  his  Behaviour  thativa^  very  en<< 
nging^  and  withal  an  almoft  boundlefi  Generofity,  vrkidi  b  A' 
QualitT  much  efteemed  in  aH  Countries,  but  more  efpedally  in 
Pdma.  Ifay^  notwithftandii^  what  was  paft,  he  liii^t  have 
itiened  as  quietly  as  any  of  hb  Fredeceilbrs,  if  he  had  not  t 
litm  rafUy  embariced  himfdf  in  t  Ouand  with  the  Kine  of 
Sweden^  in  the  Manner  we  have  aheady  related  in  fomeofoui' 
former  ^tides. 

Thb  it  was  that  ^ve  an  Opik>Jtumty  to  th;lt  Fa£Hon  uriiich 
bad  fupported  the  rrince  of  Canti^  once  more  to  make  Head 
againft  me  King,  under  Plrctence  that  he  had  violated  the  Laws 
by  bringing  in  nb  Sir^r^  Troops,  and  taking  other  Steps  diat 
were  inconfiftent  with  the  Convention  into  which  they  had 
entered  at  the  Time  of  his  Election,  and  which,  according  to 
their  ConfUtution,  was  to  be  the  fole  Rule  of  his  Govern*' 
ment.  ^  llie  King  of  Swiden  encouraged  this  Party,  smd 
even  went  fo  far  as  to  hint  to  diem,  that  the  only  Way 
to  make  dtemielves  eafy  and  rain  his  Friendfliip,  was  to  de- 
dare  the  Throne  vacant^  and  deft  a  new  King,  which  what 
they  (aw  diat  Monarch  in  a  Condition  to  fupport  them,  they 
made  no  Scruple  of  doing,  and  accordingly  they  made  Choice  ci 
Stanijlaus  Liczar^fl^i  Palatine  of  Ptfnama^  a  young  Nobleman  sk' 
bout  die  Age  of  the  King  of  Sweden^  who  on  the  fourth  of 
OSfober  1705  was  crowned  at  Warfaw. 

The  next  Year  his  Confederate  Charles  Xll.  of  Stvedem 
entered  Saxcfy^  where  he  reduced  King  Auguflus  to  fuch  ex- 
treme Diftreu,  that  he  was  glad  to  make  Peace  upon  fudi 
Terms,  as  were  impofed  on  him  by  hb  Enemy,  amongft 
vrfiich  the  hardeft  was  thb,  that  he  mould  acknowledge  and 
write  a  Letter  to  Stanijlaus  as  King  of  Poland.  In  the  fucceed^ 
ing  Year  the  laft  mentioned  Prince  was  acknowledged  by  all 
the  Powers  in  Europe 'y  but  the  Year  following,  that  is,  in  1708, 
the  King  of  Sweden  being  defeated  in  the  famous  Batde  kX 
Pubowaj  it  foon  became  evident  that  Stanijlaus  would  lofe 
hb  Kingdom  almoft  as  foon  as  he  had  acquired  it  He 
had  indeed  a  Body  of  5f(;rir^  Troops  about  him,  with  which 
for  fome  Time  he  endeavoured  to  maintain  himfdf  in  Pof* 
ieflion;  but  at  length  found  he  v(ras  under  a  Neceffity  oi 
quitting  hb  Country,  and  following  the  Sxvedijb  Monarch  inta 
Turky. 

In  1709  King  Augujlus  refumed  the  Sovereignty,  and  be- 
fore the  End  of  the  Year  the  Swedes  were  obliged  to  retire  ab« 
folutely  out  of  the  Kingdom.    In  1710^  King  Augujlus  Md  m 
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Diet  at  Warfavi^  where  he  was  congratulated  by  the  Senate  and 
Nobility  on  his  Return,  and  the  neceflary  Meafives.  taken. to 
iecurehis  peaceable  PoiTeifion  of  the  Throne  ;  but  the^lcafurea 
which  beft  fecured  him  were  thofe  taken  by  himfdft  by  k^ing 
near  his  Perfon  a  conliderable  Body  of  his. faithful  &7jr0;/i-y.and 
vxre^g  to  the  Treaty  concluded  between  the  Czar .  and  ttw 
Twrhy  which  delivered  the  PoUs  from  the  Dangers  of  a  Foreign 
War,  tho'  it  was  &r  enough  from  extiaguiihing  their  Domemc 
Fa£Uons. 

In  the  Year  I7i3>  there  was  a  Confplracy  formed  againft 
the  Kin^  but  it  was  happily  diicovercd  and  prevented }  he 
thouditnt  thereupon,  after  making  .the  neceflary  Difpbiitions 
feif  fettling  the  Affairs  of  die  Kingdom,  to  retire  fi^i  fome 
time  into  Saxony^  whence  be  did  not  return  till  Uie  Year, 
following,  when  he  found  new  Stirrings  of  Jealoufy  and 
Difcontent  in  that  Country,  with  which  he  was  much  offend- 
ed ;  becaufe  to  purchafe  the  good  Will  of  the  Poles  he  had  par*- 
doned  two  of  his  greateft  Enemies,  remitted  a  third  Part  pf  the 
Taxes  gifted  for  the  Support  of  the  Army,  and  had  ordered 
diirteen  Rq^iments  of  his  Girman  Troops  to  leave  the  Kingdom. 

Some  of  the  difcontented  Senators  demanded  a  Diet  on 
Horleback,  which  his  Majefly  refufed  to  call,  bccauie  he. 
ferefaw  it  could  anfwer  no  End,  but  that  of  giving  a  Rebel- 
Eon  the  Colour  of  a  l^al  Proceeding.  Tliere  were  however. 
fome  of  the  Nobility  who  a£tually  begui  to  mount,  and  fliew-* 
ed  a  Difpofition  of  holding  fucb  an  Aflbmbly  without  the  Royal 
Ltccnie  \  but  the  Kine  prevented  this,  by  declaring  abfolutely 
diat  he  would  treat  as  Kebels  fuch  as  fhould  prefume  to  meet 
together  without  fuch  an  Authority  as  the  Conftitution  had. 
rendered  requiflte  \  and  to  incline  thefe  People  to  hearkoa. 
more  readily  to  Reafbn,  he  recalled  his  German  Troops  \  and 
having  alfo  made  Peace  with  the  Turby  he  began  to  ciijov 
more  Qviet  than  he  })ad  dene  from  the  Time  he  had  nrli 
ifcended  the  Throne. 

In  the  Year  1724  happened  the  unfortunate  Affair  of  TfjarK, 
which  had  like  to  have  plunged  the  Rcpuhlick  into  a  War 
with  mofl   of  the  Protcftant  rowers    in  Europe.    Tbq  City. 
of  Thorn  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  In  that  Part  of  PrkJ/ta_. 
which  belongs  to  Poland^  and  is  generally  fpeaking  inhabited'^ 
by  Protcfbnts ;    there  were  however  fome  Papifb,   and  they 
had  invited  a  few  Tefuits  thither  to  educate  their  Children.  ■ 
Some  of  their  Scholars  quarrelled  with  the  Townfinen,  this 
ocadioned  a  Rict,  and  the  pulling  down  a  Part  of  the  Houfe 
in  which  the  Jefuits  lived  ;  upon  which  the  Magiflratcs  not  in- 
ftrpoling  in  time,  fome  oAerExceffca  were  comxmtxtd*    XS^tv 
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this  a  Tribunal  wds  ereded,  compofcd  of  Tome  Grandees  and 
Senators  of  Poland^  who  after  examining  into  the  Afiair,  cauf-« 
ed  the  cbief  Magiftrate  Mr.  Reufner  to  be  beheaded^  and 
fome  of  the  Townfinen  to  be  hanged  and  their  Bodies  bymti 
they  likewife  changed  the  Maeiiiratqs  of  the.  Town  contrary 
to  the  Treaty  of  Oliva^  which  obliged  the  Crowns  of  Gnai 
Britaiuj  Sweden j  and  PruJJia  to  interpoie»  as  Guarantees  of 
that  Treaty,  in  fiivour  of  the  Proteftants ;  but  the  Affair  being 
drawn  into  a  Negotiation,  die  bad  £iFe£b  that  were  appre- 
hended from  thofe  violent  Proceedings  were  prevented,  tbou^ 
the  Proteftants  had  not  that  Juftice  done  them*  which  from 
the  Nature  of  that  Treaty,  and  thie  Power  of  thoie  Courts 
that  interppfed  on  their  xiAaify  they  had  juft  Rea/on  to 
expcEt. 

There  followed  not  long  after  another  troublefbme  Affitir, 
which  becaufe  it  may  hereafter  be  revived  and  create  new 
Difputes,  it  is  neceffiny  we  fliould  confider  it  more  at  large. 
The  Dutchy  of  Courland^  which  was  anciently  a  Part  of  £f^. 
vonia^  was  a  Fief  of  the  Crown  of  Pokndy  and  had  been  held 
as  fuch  by  the  Family  of  KetUrj  from  the  Year  1561.  William 
Duke  0/  Courland  married,  in  the  Year  i7io,  the  Prince& 
Arm  of  Rufftaj  Daughter  to  the  Czar  yohn^  and  Niece  to 
the  Czar  Feterj  but  died  without  leaving  any  Children  of 
that  Marriage :  By  his  Demife  the  Dutchy  defcendod  to  his 
Uncle  Ferdinand  \  but  the  Dutchefs  Dowager  took  Poileffion 
of  it  by  Force,  and  the  Duke  was  obliged  to  live  at  Dank- 
T^ck  in  very  indifferent  Circumftances. 

The  King  of  Pruffia  laboured  to  procure  this  Country  ft>r 
the  Margrave  of  Srandenburgh  Swedt^  who  offered  to  pay 
the  Debts  with  which  it  was  chargjed ;  but  die  Grandees  of 
Poland  were  ftrongly  inclined  to  let  it  remain  no  longer  a 
(eparate  Dutchy,  but  rather  to  unite  and  incorporate  it  wim  die 
rdil  of  Poland^  to  be  governed  in  the  (ame  Manner  as  other 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom.  The  Nobility  of  Courlandy  who 
are  very  numerous,  were  extremely  alarmed  at  this,  and  there- ' 
fore  in  the  Name  of  Duke  Ferdinand  called  a  general  Diet  ia 
order  to  ele6t  a  Succeflor,  in  which  diey  choie  Count  Mau^ 
rice  of  Saxony^  the  natural  Son  of  King  Augujius^  at  present 
fo  well  known  to  the  World,  by  die  Tide  of  Marflbal  Saxe. 
3ut  Duke  Ferdinand  having  difavowed  the  £di£t  by  which 
the  Aflimbly  was  called,  and  the  Poles  highly  refentine  this 
Election,  King  Augujlus  was  forced  to  £clare  againit  his 
Son,  and  he  was  ibon  after  compelled  to  retire  by  ^^Rujftan, 
Troops. 
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•  This  was  in  the  Year  1728,  and  from  that  Timt  Pdend 
new  more  and  more  uneafy,  from  an  Appreheniioii  that  the 
lang  intended  to  fecure  the  Crown  to  the  Eledloral  Prinoe  on 
hia  IkxxsSey  which  thejr  pretended  was  a  high  Violation  of 
tbdr  Conftitution ;  tho'  their  Election  of  this  very  King  rathei* 
thui  Prince-  Jamis  SMiJki  was  the  fir  ft  Infbuice  that  ever 
liappened  in  Poland  of  the  King's  Son  being  fet  *a(ide ;  their 
Crcwrn,  tho'  always  de£Uve»  having  gone  in  a  dired  Line 
fbr  eight  hundred  Years.  King  Auguftm  laboured  all  he  could 
to  iat^  the  Nobility,  and  to  compofe  their  Differences,  but 
to  no  Purpoie. 

His  Sickneis  hindered  him  from  holding  i  Diet  at  Groim 
lor  that  Year ;  and  the  next  the  Faxons  were  fo  high  that 
no  Diet  could  be  held ;  upon  which  the  King  retired  much 
diflatisfied  into  Saxony^  and  the  Lithuanians  drew  up  a  ftrong 
Proteft  againft  his  leavii^  the  Kingdom  without  the  Con- 
fent.  of  the  Senate,  and  federal  other  Grievances.    The  ~ 


called  anodier  Diet  in  1730,  which  broke  up  without  com- 
ing to  any  Refolution.  In  1732,  he  called  a  third  extraordi-' 
nary  Diet  at  Warfinl}  widi  no  better  ESe£L  He  fummoned 
however  another  extraordinary  Diet  in  the  Beginning  of  17339 
but  was  prevented  from  holding  it,  by  Death.  His  Deceaiib 
hymned  on  the  27th  of  January  that  Year,  and  left  the 
Afiairs  of  this  Country  ia  great  Confufion. 

It  is  recent  in  every  ones  Memory,  that  the  Death  of 
King  Augtiftus  qS  Poland  fmt  Rife  to  a  bloody  War  between  the 
Houies  oif  Aufiria  and  oourhm ;  but  how  this  came  about, 
and  what  were  the  Meafures  taken  by  the  difierent  Parties 
finom  the  Beginning  of  that  AfEur  to  the  End,  is  not  fo  guie-. 
raify  underflSood,  and  yet  there  is  nothing  that  deferves  to  be 
betfier  known  than  the  Mvftery  of  this  whole  TraniacTiiom 
The  late  Emperor,  Charits  tne  Vlth,  was  very  bx  from  being 
ladsfied  with  theConduA  of  King  Augujlus  m  the  latter  Part 
of  his  Reign,  becaufehe  fufpcf^ed,  not  without  Grounds,  that 
be  had  fome  Engargements  with  the  Courts  of  France  and 
Bawaia^  riot  very  &vourabIe  to  the  Pragmatick  San£i:ion  ^ 
for  which  Reafbn  the  Imperial  Intereft  was  employed  in  Pe^ 
land  rather  to  travcrfe  than  promote  the  King's  Views  with 
refpefl  to  the  SuccefHon.  - 

But  when  his  Polijh  Majefty  was  dead,  and  the  Impend 
Court  found  his  Son  die  pre^t  King  verv  trafbible  widr 
iefpe£l  to  it's  favourite  Point,  the  Pragmatick  Sanation ;  this 
gave  a  new  Turn  to  the  Counfels  of  the  Court  of  Viatha^ 
and  engaged  them  to  £rvour  that  Meafure  which  they  -  jiiid: 
hitherto  impeded* 
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On  the  other  Hand,  France  from  firft  to  laft  openly  (up- 
portetl  the  Intereft  of  King  StaniJIausy  whofc  Hiffery,  fixxn 
the  Time  of  his  being  driven  out  of  Poland^  is,  in  few  Words, 
this.  His  generous  Friend  the  King  of  Sweden  affiened  him 
his  paternal  Inhcritnnce  the  little  Dutchy  of  Deux  rants  for 
his  Subfiftance,  which  he  held  fo  long  as  that  Prince  lived, 
but  upon  his  Demife  the  next  Heir  took  Pofleffion,  and 
King  Staniflaus  was  forced  to  retire  to  Strajburgh^  where  he 
lived  on  the  Bounty  as  well  as  under  the  Protediion  of  his 
Mott  Chriftian  Majefty,  who  in  the  Year  1725  married  the 
Princefs  Mary  his  Daughter  ;  which  confequently  interefted 
France  cMrcamly  in  his  Favour.  His  great  Alliances,  his  many 
Virtues,  and  his  being  freer  from  Vices  dian  almoft  any  Prince  of 
his  Time,  had  prcierved  him  many  Friends  in  Poland  5  fo 
that  it  was  no  difficult  Matter  for  the  Marquefs  De  Montiy  the 
/>/;fr£Ainbaflador  in  that  Kingdom  at  the  Death  ofKAixgAugnflns^ 
in  Conjunction  with  the  Primate,  to  form  a  great  JtadHon  in 
his  Favour,  more  efpecially  as  th^  were  both  Men  of  great 
Abilities. 

But  the  £le£loral  Prince  of  Saxony  being  fupported  by  the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Peierjburgb^  a  double  Ele£lion  enfued. 
King  Stamflaus^  who  pafved  into  that  Country  immediately 
after  the  Throne  became  vacant,  went  to  War/aw^  where  he 
was  received  and  treated  as  King,  but  was  very  foon  driven 
cut  again  by  the  Ruffian  Army  commanded  by  Count  Mu- 
mih^  and  obliged  to  retire  to  Dantzick^  in  which  he  fuftaincd 
a  long  Siege,  ran  great  Hazards,  fufFered  many  Hardfhips, 
and  at  laft  with  infinite  Difficulty  made  his  Efcape  to  Kenigf-^ 
bitrgy  where  he  was  protedt^  by  the  late  King  of  Prujfia. 

In  the  mean  Time  die  Crowns  of  France  and  Spam  broke 
with  the  Emperor,  upon  Pretence  of  this  Difpute,  and  of  his 
having  fupported  King  Auguftus  m.  and  profecuted  that  War 
with  great  Vigour  in  Germany  and  Italy  \  till  at  laft  havinr 
carried  their  Point,  and  forced  the  Emperor  to  a  Peace,  aS 
the  Care  that  was  taken  of  Kine  Staniflaus  was,  that  he  (hould 
enjoy  the  Title  of  King  of  Pmnd  and  the  Dutchy  of  Lorram 
for  Lif:*,  and  on  the  other  Hand  France  zoA  Spain  acknowledg- 
ed King  Auguftus* 

It  \iras  very  clear  from  their  whole  Management  of  this 
Affair,  that  the  Court  of  V erf  allies  was  never  in  eameft  in 
the  Support  of  Stanijlaus's  1  itle  to  this  Crown ;  but  made 
ufe  of  it  only  as  a  Colour,  firft  of  engaging  in  a  War  againft 
tl}£.  Houfe  of  Auftria^  and  next  for  obtaining  an  immediate 
Pofe/fion  of  Lorrain  under  his  Name,  which  otherwife  they 
could  never  have  gained.    After  this  Peace  was  thus  conclude 
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tA  there  broke  out  a  War  between  the  late  Empeior,  aflift- 
€d  1^  the  late  Czarinay  againft  the  Turksy  in  which,  not- 
'withftandlng  the  Share  thofc  two  Powers  had  in  raffing  him 
to  the  Throne,  King  Augujius  took  no  Part ;  and  indeed  the 
milerable  Condition  his  Kingdom  was  in  from  a  (hort  but 
fevcre  Civil  War,  might  rery  reafonably  excufe  it. 

He  has  ever  fince  continued  in  the  peaceable  Pofleffion  of 
his  Dominions,  and  the  Poles  have  h^  nothing  to  diflurb 
them  but  Broils  and  Difputes  among  their  great  Families, 
from  which  they  never  were,  or  indeed  are  ever  like  to  be 
free;  fince  from  a  miftaken  Notion  of  Liberty,  they  look 
upon  the  Unbounded  Power  of  their  Nobility  as  the  moft 
valuable  Part  of  their  Conftitution,  and  thereby  fufFer  them- 
felves  to  be  cheated  by  the  Sound  of  Freedom  out  of  the 
Thing  itfelf. 

Frederick  Augujius  HI.  King  of  Polandy  El^dor  of  Saxony^ 
was  eleded  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Dignities  September  23,  1733^ 
in  the  foi^ty-feventh  Year  of  his  Age.  He  had  long  before 
e&ouTed  his  prefent  Queen  Mariayjofetha  of  the  Houfc  of 
Auflriay  Daughter  to  the  late  Emperor  Jofephy  which  attached 
the  Court  of  Vienna  fo  clofcly  to  his  liitcrcfts,  as  to  make 
great  Conccffions  in  the  beforementioned  Treaty  in  1736, 
for  the  fake  of  procuring  his  Eleilton  to  be  acknowledged 
by  tho(e  who  had  difputed  it.  Yet  on  the  breaking  out 
of  the  laft  War  on  the  Score  of  the  late  Emperor's  Succcfiton, 
he  was  fo  hx  from  making  ufe  of  the  Difpofition  of  the  Poles 
to  aflift  the  Queen  oi  Hungary^  that  he  entered  into  the  Views 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bavaria^  and,  as  Elector  of  Saxony^  marched 
a  Body  of  Troops  into  Bohenuay  in  Conjundion  with  the  French 
and  rrujfians  as  Auxiliaries  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VIL 
But  after  the  Treaty  of  Breflauy  he  went  over  again  to  the 
Auftrian  Intereft,  and  by  an  Alliance  concluded  at  TVarfaWj 
undertook  to  fend  a  Body  of  Forces  into  Bohemia  for  the 
Service  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary. 

He  likewife  endeavoured  to  draw  the  Republick  into  an 
Augmentation  of  its  Troops,  to  give  Weight  to  the  fame 
Caufe;  but  by  an  unforeTqen  Accident  the  Diet  fell  into 
great  Confufion,  and  roie  without  coming  to  any  Refolution. 
The  King  of  PruJJia  (who  has  always  had  both  good  In- 
telligence and  great  Influence  in  Poland)  not  fatisncd  with 
defeadne  his  Views  in  that  Country,  attacked  him  in  his  Here- 
ditary Dominions  in  the  foUowmg  Winter,  made  himfelf 
MalEer  of  Drefdeny  and  forced  him  to  a  Peace  on  his  own 
Terms,  fince  which  his  Conduct  has  been  again  very  different 
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In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1746,  his  P9lifi  Majefty  thot^ 
fit  to  make  fome  Promotions  in  that  Kingdom,  which  it  was 
believed  tended  to  a  Coalition  of  Parties,  and  very  foon  after 
it  was  obferved  that  fome  of  the  PoUJh  Lords,  who,  tho'  th^ 
were  preferred  by  the  reigning  Family,  had  never  been  con- 
fidered  as  very  warmly  attached  to  it,  interefted  themfelves 
extreamly  in  removing  the  Pigudioes  of  fuch  as  had  con- 
tinued for  many  Years  in  an  avowed  Oppofition.  The  P^ft) 
Miniftcr  at  the  Court  of  Peterflntrib  ^o  began  to  confer  dofely 
with  fome  Embafladors  and  Envoys,  whom  till  then  he  had 
avoided.  There  grew  alfo  a  Diffidence,  or  at  leaft  a  Dif- 
agreement  with  dfie  Court  of  Viimm^  on  account  of  the  Sums 
that  were  expe6led  to  indemnify  his  Polijh  Majeily  for  the 
great  Expences  occafioned  by  the  Sta^  of  the  Auftrian  Forces 
in  Saxony.  The  like  Syftem  of  Politicks  prevailed  the  next 
Year,  and  notwithfiandmg  the  Allies  were  in  want  of  Troops, 
and  ihewed  a  great  Inclination  to  take  a  Body  of  SaxMs  into 
their  Pay,  which  appeared  alfo  a  Meafure  not  at  all  improper 
for  the  Court  of  Drefden  to  have  complied  with  upon  ad- 
vantageous Terms,  it  was  waved  notwithftanding,  or  xafher 
flighted. 

This  occafioned  many  Speculations,  till  ^bout  the  middle 
of  Summer  a  double  Marriage  was  concluded  with  the  Houfc 
of  Bavariay  in  confequence  of  which  the  Eledloral  Prince  of 
Saxony  cfpoufed  on  the  9th  oijune^  I747>  the  Princefs  Maria- 
jtntoniettay  Daughter  to  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VII.  and 
in  lefs  than  a  Month  after  the  Elef^or  of  Bavaricf  married 
the  Princefe  Mary- Ann  of  Saxony.  The  World  had  icarce 
Time  to  reflet  on  the  Confequences  that  might  follow  from 
{o  clofe  a  Junction  between  thefe  two  Courts,  when  their 
Attention  was  forther  awakened  by  the  Report  of  a  Marriage 
of  ftill  greater  Importance.  The  Dauphincis,  Daughter  of 
their  Catholick  Majeftics  dying  in  Childbed  of  a  Princds, 
it  was  forefeen  that  the  Dauphin  could  not  long  remain  a 
Widower,  and  within  as  fhort  a  Space  as  Decency  would 
allow,  the  Marriag;e  of  that  Prince  was  declared  with  the 
Princefe  Maria-Jojepha  of  Saxony^  vriuch  took  EflSaft  in  the 
Month  of  February  following. 

It  is  true  that  thcfc  Matters  rather  relate  to  the  Affairs  of  Ger- 
many than  of  Polandy  but  in  as  much  as  they  feem  to  have  ope- 
rated very  powerfully  in  that  Kingdom,  no  great  Inconfiftency 
will  ajjear  from  our  treatin^of  them  in  thisQiapter.  Tiie  Court 
of  Rujfia  having  granted  a  Body  of  Auxiliaries  to  the  Mauitime 
Powers,  they  traverfed  PoUmd  about  this  Time  in  their  Pkffiiffe 
to  Moravia  $  and  tho'  they  met  with  ooliuicrrttpciofi,  yet  it  diil 

not 


t  103  3 

hot  remain  a  Secret  to^  the  World,  diat  fome  Intrigues  tending 
that  Way  had  been  fet  on  foot  amongft  die  PoUJb  Gr^dees 
fay  the  Count  Dt  ia  Satte^  a  French  Officer  who  had  been  in 
the  Ruffian  Service,  and  was  now  charged  with  a  Commiffion, 
or  at  Icaft  had  a  publick  Charafter  given  him  ifrom  his  Moft 
Chriftian  Majefty  to  the  City  of  DantTick ;  but  being  a  littlfe 
flow  in  producing  his  Letters  Credentials,  tho*  he  had  been 
briflc  enough  in  his  former  Negotiations  at  IFarfaw^  he  was 
at  the  Requeft  of  the  Czarina^  arreftcd  by  the  Magiftrates  of 
Dantziciy  and  confined  in  their  Citadel,  lliis  oi^caHoned  k 
preat  Noiie,  more  efpeciaOy  upon  his  being  retaken  after  mak- 
ing his  Efcape,  which  did  not  hinder  his  attempting  it  a  fccond 
Time  with  better  Succefi,  and  then  taking  his  Rout  through 
PruJJia  he  arrived  fafcly  in  France^  where  for  Yoxm  Sake,  he 
was  arretted.  This  produced  ibme  Altercations  between  the 
Courts  of  Peterjburgh  aiyi  TVarfaw^  that  at  firft  threatened 
extraordinary  Confequences,  but  by  Degrees  have  been  buried 
ih  Oblivion. 

His  Polijh  Majefty  laft  Spring  caufed  the  ncceflary  Prepa- 
rations to  be .  made  for  holding  of  a  Diet,  of  the  oucccis  of 
which  there  were  great  Hopes,  more  efpecially  after  the  King's 
coming  to  Wiarfaw^  where  he  rcfideid  upon  this  Occafion  . 
longer  than  at  any  Time  during  his  Reign*  This  however, 
like  the  former  Dyct,  has  proved  ineiFeAual ;  but  the  Nobility 
havinz  (hewn  an  Inclination  to  fee  Prince  XavieTf  his  Peffjb 
Majemr's  fecond  Son,  fettled  in  that  Capital,  it  is  believed 
cheir  Sollicitations  will  not  be  flighted,  nor  is  it  at  all  im- 
probable that  the  utmoft  Endeavours  will  be  ufed  to  recoa- 
0iend  this  young  Prince  to  the  Afl^edUons  of  the  Poleu 

In  the  mean  time  the  Aftair  of  Cimrland  has  been  again 
brought  upon  the  Carpet,  and  the  States  of  that  Country  encQu- 
raj^to  proceed  to  a  new  Election,  tho'  there  are  at  prdent  no 
left  than  three  Princes  who  flatter  themfelves  with  having 
each  a  Title  to  this  Dutchy  j  w%.  the  Marfhal  Count  Maurice 
of  Saxdny^  formerly  defied  by  the  States  ;  the  Duke  of  Bircn, 
once  in  Pofleffion  and  now  depofed ;  and  Prince  Lewis  of 
Brunfiuick  W^fenbuttUj  who  was  elofted  when  the  former 
Duke  was  deprived.  It  is  not  eafy  to  difcover  what  Turn 
this  Aftair  will  take,  or  what  Meafures  the  Court  of  Poland 
will  think  proper  to  purfue  in  fo  nice  and  critical  a*Bufi- 
nefi.  But  there  is  very  little  Reafon  to  doubt  the  Decifion 
of  this  Affair  will  inftrufi  us  what  to  think  of  the  Views  of 
his  P9UJb  Majefty  and  his  Miriifters,  and  whether  there  is  any 
Reafon  to  credit  that  Report  which  has  for  fome  time  pre- 
vailed, of  Piiland^%  entering  into  an  Alliance  with  xh.^  Covit^ 
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of  Viiftna  and  Pitirjburgh  tod  the  Maritime  Powers,  foe 
maintainin|  the  Tranquility  of  thofe  Parts ;  or  to  another 
Rumour  of  a  very  different  and  even  oppofit^  Nature,  which 
however  is  not  altogether  deftitute  of  Probability. 

There  are  few  Political  Conftitudons  fo  little  Known  to  the 
reft  of  Europe  J  as  that  of  Poland  \  and  yet  it  deferves  to  be 
very  well  underftood,  becaufe,  taken  altogether,  it  is  fuch  a 
Conftitution  as  bears  no  Rcfcmblance  to  any  other,  ancient 
or  modern.  Thofe  who  live  under  it  have  a  King,  and  yet 
the  Government  is  ftilcd,  and  that  with  Propriety  enough, 
a  Republick.  In  many  Cafes,  the  King  fccms  to  be  no  more 
limited  than  another  Prince  ^  and  yet  Xxpcrienc^  (hews  diat 
he  can  do  litde  or  nothing,  llie  Nobility  of  Poland  are  the 
moft  Powerful  and  Independent  of  any  perhaps  in  the  whole 
World  ;  and  yet  they  hate  an  Ariftocracy,  bocaufe  that  would 
make  them  fuojedl  to  feme  of  their  own  Body,  whereas  they 
account  themfelves  equal.  They  arc  pafficnatcly  fond  of  Liberty, 
and  yet  they  feldom  enjoy  it ;  for  cither  they  are  Penfioncrs 
to  Foreign  Crowns,  the  Creatures  of  their  own  Prince,  or 
are  engaged  in  feme  Faction  or  other,  fo  that  thcV  are  often 
governed  by  Intcrcil,  as  often  by  Prejudice,  and  feldom  or 
never  by  Principle  or  Reafon. 

They  are  indifputably  as  brave  as  any  People  in  the  World, 
and  Poland  alone  has  brought  one  hundred  thoufand  Horfc 
into  the  Field  ;  yet  no  Army  has  been  fo  often  beat,  no  Coun- 
try fo  frcquendy  over-run.  They  are  generally  fpeaking  far 
from  hcing  ricn,  and  yet  they  arc  the  only  Nation  in  the 
World  afraid  of  Commerce,  and  that  provide  by  Law  againfl 
the  raifing  a  naval  Power.  They  have  been  ior  fome  Ages 
declining,  and  yet  they  have  icldom  or  neixr  taken  any 
Step  to  prevent  it.  Their  Political  Conflitution  has  been  the 
continual  Source  of  their  Misfortunes,  and  yet  they  are  fond 
of  it  to  a  Degree  of  Enthufiafm,  and  which  is  flill  more  ex- 
traordinary, are  moft  zealous  for  thofe  Points  of  it,  by  which 
they  have  fufFered  moft.  This  is  a  fair  and  juft  Reprcfen- 
tation  of  the  State  ofPoLndi  and  whoever  confiders  it  will 
be  certainly  of  Opinion,  that  the  Caufes  from  which  fuch 
ftrange  and  remarkable  Events  flow,  deferve  to  be  enquired 
into,  and  made  known ;  for  tho'  in  general,  there  arc  few 
People  ignorant  of  the  Fads  before  ftated,  yet  the  Fountains 
from  whence  they  /pring  have  not  been  fo  clearly  difcovcred 
as  they  defer\'e. 

The  only  Diftin£Uons  in  Poland^  are  Peafants,  Citizens, 
and  Nobilinr.  As  to  the  firft,  they  are  the  moft  miferablc 
People  on  tne  Earth,  for  they  belong  abfolutely  to  their  Lords  5 

they 


r 


I 


\ 


\ 


[  105  1 

tiiey  have  no  PoflTeffions,  nor  can  they  have  any ;  they  work 
three  or  four  Days  in  a  Week  for  their  Malbrs,  without 
Meat  or  Wages,  and  empk)y  the  reft  of  their  Time  to  gun 
a  poor  Subfiftance  for  thcmfclves.  What  they  hold  is  at  the 
Will  of  their  Lords;  and  if  one  of  thefe  gives  a  Piece  of 
Land  to  a  Pealant,  he  orders  his  other  PeaTants  to  build  a 
Houfe  for  him,  and  to  furniih  him  wiih  a  Cow,  Hens,  Geefe^ 
and  as  much  Rye  as  will  keep  him  a  Year.  As  they  labour 
for  their  Lord  in,  Time  of  Peace,  fo  if  he  is  difpofed  to  quar- 
rel, they  muft  fight  for  him  likcwife ;  and  they  do  both  venr 
"willingly  and  chearfully.  They  are  confidercd  by  their  Mat- 
ters, and  confider  themfelves  as  their  abfulute  Property;  and 
therefore  if  ill  treated  they  bear  it,  and  if  well  ufed  they 
are  thankful 

Learning  is  the  only  Road  to  Liberty,  and  if  a  Pea(ant  be 
ordained  a  Pridl  he  is  free ;  but  then  no  Man  can  fend  hm 
Son  to  School  or  the  Univerfity,  without  his  Lord's  Leave ; 
This  low  Condition  abafcs  their  Minds,  and  puts  it  pretty 
much  out  of  their  Power  to  revolt.  The  People  in  Towns 
are  in  a  Condition  very  little  better;  they  may  indeed  pur- 
chafe,  which  a  Peafant  cannot,  but  then  this  extends  only  to 
a  few  Houies,  and  to  a  certain  (mall  Quantity  of  Ground 
within  a  League  of  the  Place  in  which  they  live.  Tlic 
Citizens  of  Dantzickj  and  of  fome  other  Places  mPruJJia^  as  well 
as  tbofe  of  Cracow^  Leopold^  and  Vllna^  are  exempted  fiom 
thefe  Reftri(%ons,  and  live  in  fome  meafure  like  other  Pco|;de. 

With  refpedi  to  the  Nobility  of  Poland^  every  Gentleman 
or  Nobleman  has  his  Coat  of  Arms  erantcd  by  the  Repub- 
lick  ;  but  then  he,  or  fome  of  his  Family,  muft  have  an  Eftate 
there  in  Land.  They  are  capable  of  the  greateft  Offices  in 
die  Kingdom,  and  may  buy  Lands  where  they  pleafe;  and 
have  a  Kight  to  be  elected  King,  if  their  Credit  and  Intcrdt 
can  procure  it.  Every  Gentleman  is  a  Sovereign  Prince  in 
his  own  Lands,  and  has  Power  of  Life  and  Death  over  his 
own  Tenants,  who  have  no  Laws  or  Privileges  to  proteft 
them.  They  dare  not  leave  his  Lands  to  rcfidc  in  others  on 
Pain  of  Death,  unlefs  he  fells  them,  and  if  he  do,  his  Te- 
nants pa(s  with  his  Lands ;  but  if  their  Lords  ravifti  their 
Wives  or  Daughters,  the  Tenants  may  leave  his  Service. 

If  one  Lord  kills  another's  Peafant,  he  is  not  puniih'd  for  . 
it,  but  obliged  only  to  give  him  another  in  his  Room,  or 
as  much  money  as  will  ouy  one,  and  to  maintain  the  Family 
<»f  him  that  is  killed.  If  he  kills  one  of  his  own  Slaves^  hie 
only  pays  a  (mail  Fine ;  nay,  if  one  Gentleman  kills  another 
be  cannot  be  apprehended  or  imprifoncd)  unlcis  cowVQqqI 
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by  a  C>iiit  of  Juftice^  which  gives  him  Time  enough  to 
eicape ;  and  when  condtinned,  he  cannot  be  executed  without 
the  King's  Confent.  No  Soldiers  can  be  Quartered  upon 
die  Gentry ;  if  any  Officer  do  it,  the  Diet  either  fentences 
him  to  die,  or  declares  him  infamous.  The  Houfes  of  the 
Nobility  are  San£hiaries,  To  that  no  Delinquent  can  be  taken 
thence  by  Force,  tho*  he  (houM  be  arretted,  and  fly  thither 
afterwards. 

All  the  Gentry  of  Poland  are  equal  by  Birth,  and  there- 
fore they  don't  value  Titles  of  Honour,  but  think  that  of  a 
Nobk  PoUj  or  Gentleman  of  Poland^  the  greateft  diey  can 
have.  Neither  the  King  nor  Republick  beftow  the  Title  of 
Prince,  which  bdones  cnly  to  the  Sons  of  die  Roval  Family : 
for  dio'  fbme  PoU/h  Nobles  are  made  Princes  of  uie  Empire, 
and  as  fuch  enjoy  the  Title  of  Prince,  they  have  no  Prece- 
liency  upon  that  Account ;  nor  have  they  any  Dukes,  Mar- 
queftes.  Counts,  Vifcounts  or  Barons  but  what  have  Foreign 
Titles,  which  the  refl  generally  defpife;  for  they  don't  value 
any  borrowed  Chara£ler,  or  lo^  Denomination,  but  fay  it  is 
intrinfick  Worth  and  Services  done  to  their  Country  that  dc- 
fervc  Preferment. 

King  Sigifmund  in.  eftablifhed  an  Order  of  Klnighthood  of 
the  Immaculati  Conceptiotty  created  fcveral  Knights,  and  allowed 
them  Privileges  and  Superiority  above  others ;  but  they  were 
fo  mudi  undervalued  and  deipifed  by  the  reft  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  their  Country,  that  the  Order  foon  came  to  nodiing. 
Thefe  great  Privileges  make  the  Polijh  Gentry  powerful. 
Many  of  them  have  alfo  large  Territories,  with  a  defpotick 
Power  over  their  Tenants,  whom  they  call  their  Subje<Sls ; 
fome  of  Aem  have  Eilates  of  five,  fomc  of  fifteen,  fome  of 
twen^^  and  fomc  of  thirty  Leagues  in  Extent.  But  the 
poorcft  Gentry  have  their  Votes  in  the  Diet  as  well  as  the 
richcfl ;  fome  of  them  are  Hereditary  Sovereigns  of  Cities, 
with  which  the  Kine  has  nothing  to  do.  Prince  Luhmirjii 
pof&lks  above  4000  Towns  and  Villages  j  fcveral  of  them  can 
raife  five,  fix,  eight,  and  ten  thoufand  Men,  and  maintain 
them  at  their  own  Charge. 

After  all  this,  which  is  collected  from  Books,  it  is  requifite 
to  inform  the* Reader,  that  notwithfhmding  what  all  Writers 
tdl  us  of  the  Grandeur  of  the  Polijh  Nobility,  it  is  to  be  un- 
derflood  widi  great  Reftri£lions,  for  they  are  moft  of  them 
very  Kttte  better  in  h&  than  our  Highland  Chiefs  ;  and  tho'  it 
be  true  that  they  can  raife  and  maintain  confiderable  Bodies  of 
Troops,  3^  it  is  generally  fbeaking  to  be  undcrflood  in  their  own 
Country^  what  uiftcaul  otfitving  to  any  good  Purpofe,  they 

only 
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wkSj  pr^ve  a  Means  of  difturbing  the  State,  and  hindering 
die  Kyrnirion  of  JdUoe.  There  are  indeed  twdve  or  fifeeen 
great  Families,  that  may  be  confidered  rather  as  Princes  tten 
.  as  Nobility,  which  have  great  Revenues,  large  Territories^  a&d 
exorbitant  Power;  as  for  Inftance,  Prince  ]LulwmrJkt\  who 
has  at  leaft  fixty  thoufand  Pounds  Stirling  a  Year,  and  vAto  has 
Sometimes  had  feven  dioufand  Horfe,  Foot,  and  Dragoons  in 
Ills  own  Pay. 

The  ^^wV  Family  were  formerly  very  powerfid;  £> 
were  aUb  the  Princes  of  Sapieba;  and  the  Families  of  Gxtfr^o- 
rifitij  yaUifmvJkij  Pryzim/kij  Lipjtij  and  Pwatawifii  are  lb 
now.  The  King  of  Poland  might  formerly  ennoble  any  Man^ 
but  at  prefeot  m  only  propoies  fuch,  and  they  are  ennoUed 
bjr  the  Diet ;  but  whoever  is  raifed  to  the  Magiftracy  in  Ov- 
€9W  or  Vibiaj  is  thereby  ennobled  for  himfelf  and  has  Pplb- 
rity»  Nobility  may  be  alfo  forfeited  various  Ways,  as  by 
conunitting  an  inmmous  Crime,  by  eyerciiing  any  Retail 
Trade ;  but  as  for  the  Products  ot  their  own  Eftates,  the 
P^fi>  Nobility  may  fell  and  export  them  Cuftom«free.  Their 
Honours  are  likewife  forfeited  by  bearing  any  Office  in 
Cities  or  Towns  that  are  not  privileged. 

The  Government  of  this  Country  is  entirely  in  the  Hands 
of  the  Clergy  and  Nobility.  The  Archbi(hop  of  Gnefna  is 
Primate  of  3ic  Kingdom,  and  the  Pope's  Legate  bwn^  that  is, 
in  Virtue  of  his  Office ;  he  has  a  Cjold  Crois  carried  before 
him  when  he  goes  to  the  Diet  or  to  the  King )  and  when 
he  fits,  his  Chaplain  holds  it  behind  his  Chair.  He  is  the  iiift 
Subjedl  in  the  Kingdom  at  all  Times,  but  during  the  Inter- 
remum  he  may  coin  Money  in  his  own  Name ;  all  die 
Oikers  of  the  Kii^s  Houihold  attend  him,  and  he  enjoys 
the  Revenue  of  the  Crown  for  that  Time.  There  are  bcudes 
;  fixteen  Ecdefiaftical  Senators,  and  the  Number  of  Lay  Sena* 
tors  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

In  order  to  underftand  this  perfedUy,  it  b  neceflary  to 
oUenre,  that  the  whole  Kingdom  is  divided  into  Palatinata^ 
each  of  which  is  governed  by  a  Palatine j  who  is  in  the  Natwe 
of  a  Lord  Lieutenant,  appointed  by  the  King  for  Life ;  and 
the  Office  of  Senator  is  annext  to  this  Dignity*  It  bdcngs 
likewife  to  the  Governors  of  moft  of  the  flrong  Places  in  tns 
Kingdom,  who  are  called  Caftellans.  The  Governors  of 
Cities  are  ftiled  Star ofts,  but  very  few  of  them  are  >Sniat«B. 
An  Example  will  make  this  Matter  clearer  than  aU  dnk  can 
he  feid  about  it.  Gnat  Poland  is  divided  into  two  ProviMBi : 
PJtmd  Proper  and  Q^avia  i  oi  thefe,  tW  fiyoMr  amtabs 
five  Fabdoates^  and  the  latter  twob    Tbt^  iift  SifalBtedl»>oEi 
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Pdand  is  that  of  Pcfnania^  which  contains  two  Cities,  Toft, 
nan  and  Gnefna^  and  twelve  brge  Towns  ;  the  Senators  from 
this  Palatinate  are  the  Archbifhop  of  Gnefna^  the  Bifhop  of 
Pofnanj  the  Palatine,  and  the  Caftellan  of  that  City,  and  fix 
otner  Caftdlans.  The  Citv  oiiSnefna  has  a  Caftellan,  but  he 
is  not  a  Senator ;  and  the  City  of Pofnan  has  a  Starofta  or  Mayor 
who  is  chofen  annually,  and  while  he  is  in  Office  bears  the 
Title  of  General  of  Great  Poland^  but  he  is  no  Senator  for 
all  that. 

AU  die  Senators  take  an  Oath  to  prelerve  inviolable  the 
Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Republick,  and  the  King  can 
do  nothing  of  Confequence  without  their  Confent.  Foiur  oS 
thefe  Senators  always  attend  their  Prince  wherever  he  is,  and 
have  a  Right  to  examine  into  every  thing,  and  to  give  him 
what  Advice  they  think  right  Once  in  three  Years  the  King 
is  obliged  to  cul  a  Diet,  or  an  AiTembly  of  the  States  j  but 
he  may  by  the  Advice  of  the  Senate  call  a  Diet  at  any  odier 
Time,  but  then  it  is  ftiled  an  extraordinary  Diet.  It  is  a 
fundamental  Point  of  their  Conftitution,  that  their  ordinary 
Diet  ihall  meet  •  twice  at  Wiarfaw^  and  once  at  Gvdno  ia 
Litlmania* 

When  the  King  refolvcs  to  aflemble  the  States,  he  fends 
his  Circular  Letters  of  Summon  which  are  ftiled  VniverfaUay 
to  each  Palatinate  fix  Weeks  before  the  Day  of  Meeting,  in 
which  he  exprefles  the  Time,  Place,  and  Matters  to  be  coh- 
fulted  upon.  Then  the  Lefler  Diets  are  convened  in  each 
Palatinate,  in  which  the  Nobility  meet  to  chufe  their  Drauties, 
or  Ntmaos  as  they  are  called ;  of  whom  Poland  fenck  one 
hundred  and  feventy-eight,  and  Pruffia  feventy.  Thefe  Mem- 
bers are  not  elcdted  by  Plurality  of  Voices,  but  unanimouHy ; 
and  if  this  cannot  be  brought  about,  they  break  up  in  Con- 
fufion.  The  Grand  Diet  conliits  of  the  upper  and  lower  Houfe ; 
the  Former  is  compofed  of  the  Senators^  the  Latter  of  the 
Nuncios.  The  firft  Step  to  be  taken  is  for  the  lower  Houfe 
to  AtSt  a  MaHhal  or  Speaker,  about  which  they  freauently 
dii^ree^  and  fo  break  up  in  Confufion,  and  there  ends  that 
Diet 

But  if  this  Point  be  once  well  got  over,  they  then  enter 
upon  Bufinefs,  and  Bills  are  brought  in  ;  but  as  every  Nuncio 
has  a  Negative  Vote,  it  is  cafy  to  conceive  that  there  can 
be  nothing  more  difficult  than  to  condudi  an  Aftair  of  any 
Confequence  through  fuch  an  AiTembly  ;  yet  when  this  can 
be  done,  five  Days  before  the  Clofe  of  the  Diet  the  Nuncios 
go  into  the  Upper  Houfe,  and  there  with  the  Senators  revife 
and  fetde  all  tb(t  has  pafled  in  the  Seffion.    The   utmoft 

Time 
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'Time  the  Diet  can  fit  is  fix  Weeics,  and  if  Bufinefe  cannot 
be  done  in  that  Time^  it  is  left  undone,  let  the  Corifeqoence 
be  what  it  will ;  as  in  1649,  when  the  Turis  and  Coffacks  had 
almoft  over-run  the  whole  Kingdom.  Before  they  ri(e^  the 
Maiihal  or  Speaker  goes  in  dieir  Name  to  take  Leave  of  die 
King,  which'  he  docs  by  a  civil  or  (aucy  Speech,  iuft  as  he 
is  in  the  Humour.  The  Reafon  why  the  Seflion  is  confin'd 
to  (6  (hort  a  Time,  is  this :  The  Nobility  bring  with  theni 
fiich  a  Number  of  Guards  and  Domeftics,  that  they  are  by 
that  Time  eat  up,  and  cannot  really  afford  to  ftay  any 
lonm. 

The  King  during  the  Time  the  Diet  fits,  doubles  his 
Guards,  that  he  may  be  fecure  againft  any  Infults ;  for  with- 
out doubt,  there  is  no  Affcmbly  in  the  World  where  Dit 
orders  rife  to  fuch  a  Height  as  in  a  PoUJh  Diet ;  for  there  d)e 
Deputies  not  only  take  the  Liberty  to  fpcak  freely  of  the 
Kin^s  Government,  but  will  even  abufe  him  to  his  Face. 

when  the  Throne  becomes  vacant  by  Death,  Depofition, 
or  voluntary  Abdication,  the  Archbifhop  of  Gnefria  a£b  as 
Inter-Rex,  ifllues  Circular  Letters  to  acquaint  the  Provinces 
with  it,  and  to  fummon  a  general  Convocation  of  the  Gentry 
to  meet  at  Warfaw*  Before  this  Meeting  the  little  Diets  take 
Care  to  fecure  the  Roads  from  Thieves,  and  to  guard  the 
Frontiers  againil  Invafions,  and  Spies  are  fent  into  all  Nei^- 
bouring  Coimtries  to  difcover  their  Defigns.  They  fuSer 
none  to  go  out  or  come  into  their  Kin^om  till  the  Elec* 
tion  is  over ;  all  Foreign  Letters,  though  to  Senators,,  are 
intercepted ;  the  Highways  are  block'd  up  with  Trees,  and. 
Ambttuades  are  plac'd  about  them.  None  muft  write  to 
the  Army  during  diis  Time ;  the  Ufe  of  Fire -Arms  is  forbid 
to  the  People,  and  all  Taverns  are  fhut  up.  The  Diet  con- 
fffts  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Gmlnaj  who  reprefents  the  King,  and 
the  other  Senators,  with  the  Deputies  of  the  Provinces. 

In  the  firft  Place  they  fend  fome  of  the  Senators  to  the  Army, 
to  dired  the  AfFairs  of  War ;  others  have  the  Charge  of 
the  Treafure ;  and  till  a  King  is  elefbd,  the  Senate  aaims 
the  Tide  of  Serene  fi-om  Foreign  Governments.  The  Diet 
for  ordering  AfFairs  relating  to  the  JEleftion  fits  only  a  Fortnight, 
during  which  Time  all  Courts  of  Judicature  ceafe,  except  that 
of  the  Marfhal.  Moft  crown'd  Heads,  Princes,  and  States, 
fend  AmbafTadors  at  fuch  Times  to  the  Senate,  and  the  Pope 
fends  his  Nuncio.  A  Gentleman  is  appointed  to  attend  every 
fuch  Fordgn  Minifier,  to  prevent  their  corrupting  the  Eled^ors 
with  Money.  But  tliis  Precaution  is  of  little  Ufe  now.  When 
the  iJiet  exids,    the  Deputies  retire  to  their  refpcfiive  Pro- 
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vinOBSi   acquainting  their  Conftituents  with  die  Piroceedingf' 
and  the  Day  appcinted  for  the  Ele&ion  ;  and  t'len  the  Gentrf 
advife  oxnotg  themfelves  what  is  fit  to  be  propofed  in  the 
Diet. 

This  Diet  of  Eleaion,  before  the  Union  of  Poland  ndth  dw 
Great  Duchy  oiLithuaniay  was  held,  at  PeirUo^  but  fince  that 
Time  it  is  held  in  a  Field  half  a  Lea^e  from  Warhw^  neat 
the  Villagp  fTelay  and  moft  not  continue  above  fix  W^ckSi 
There  is  a  great  Hall  of  Boards  ere£hxl  here  for  the  Senate; 
They  firft  go  to  Church  to  pray  to  God  to  dire£l  them  in  their 
Choice ;  then  the  Nobili^  chufe  their  Speaker,  who  takes 
an  Oath  that  he  will  receive  no  Bribes,,  keep  no  Correijpon- 
dcnce.  with  any  of  the  Competitors,  and  do  nothing  widiout 
the  Coniimt  of  the  Repuhlick.  The  Deputies  fit  in  the  open 
Field.  After  they  have  appointed  a  Couxt  of  Juftice  duniu^ 
the  Intcr-resnum,  all  the  Soutors  and  Deputies  take  an  Oatth 
on  their  iuiecs,  adminiftered  by  the  Primate,  to  maintaiit 
Union  among  themfelves,  and  to  acknowledge  none  Ibr 
King  but  him  that  is  lawfully  and  unanimoufly  ele£bd  ;  an4 
fwcar  to  pre(erve  the  Rights  and  Priril^es  of  the  Repub* 
lick.  They  annul  all  Decrees  of  Tribiuuls^  and  alt  the 
Statutes  of  Kings,  that  intrench,  on  their  Liberties  ;  and  ths 
Generals  are  fworn  to  remove  their  Forces  fvon  the  Place  of 
their  Diet  ;  then  the  Diet  ^ves  Audience^  to  Ambafiadors 
from  the  Competitors  or  others,  who  are  very  liberal  to-  the 
Deputies,  by  giving  Prefcnts,  aad  keeping  an  open  Tabic,  ^c. 

After  the  Ambafladors  have,  had  Audience,  they  proceed  to 
the  £le£lion.  If  the  Votes  be  unani^us,  the  Primate  d^ 
mands  three  Times,  if  the  Exorbitances  and  Grievances  be*' 
redreis'd  -,  ^d  if  anfwcred.  in  the  Affirmative,  he  declares  the 
King  eIo£b,  which  is  alfo  done  by  the  Marflul  of  the  Crown 
and  the  Marfhal  of  the  great  Duchy,  and  then  Te  Dtum  is 
fung.  At  the  Time  of  the  Election,  the  Diet  form  an  PkSt  for 
the  Security  of  their  Liberties,  which  is  ftiled  the  Pa^a 
Cotrjentaj  and  is  in  the  Nature  of  a  Cootrafl:  between  the 
King  and  the  Republick,  which  is  figned  by  the  Ambafladors 
from  the  Prince  eledlcd,  who  take  an  Oath  to  ohHsrvc  them 
in  his  Name.  He  afterwards  fwears  to  them  in  Perfon,  be« 
fore  he  is  recognized,  and  again  at  his.  Coronation.  Afi  this 
Pa^a  Coreuinta  is  die  Rule  of  the  King  of  Polancts  Govern- 
ment, and  contains  the  Maxims  which  he  is  obliged  to  fol- 
low, the  Reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  to  fee  the  common 
Form  of  it,  efpedally  as  we  have  reduced  it  into  a  narrow 
Cgympais,  though  without  any  Detriment  to  the  Senfe. 
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The  Handing  PobiCs  of  the  Paita  Cammta^  or  die  Rojnl 

Gmliihtion^   are :   *^  That   the  King  (hall  not  appoint  anj 

^auccefibr,   but  preferve  all  the  Laws  for  die  Freedom  of 

^  Elefiion  ',  that  he  iliall  pretend  to  no  Right  of  coining  Mo- 

^  ncf^  but  leave  that  in  the  Hands  of  the  Rcpublick ;   that 

^  he  will  ratify  and  confirm  all  the  Treades  niade  with  Fo- 

«  idgfi  Princes  i  that  he  will  maintain  the  Tranquility  of 

«  the  Puhlick ;    that  he  will  not   declare  War  againft  anjr 

^  Prince,  bring  Foreign  Troops  into  the  Kingdom,  or  fuffer 

^  any  to  go  out,  nor  levy  any  new  Troops,  without  the 

«  (^mfent  of  the  Diet ;  that  all  Field-Officers  fhall  be  either 

«  PtfAify  Litbuaniansj  or  Natives  of  thofe  Provinces  depend- 

^  ing  on  the  Crown  of  Poland ;   that  all   Officers  of  die  . 

«  Guards  fhall   be  eidier  Poles^   Lttbuamansy   or  Natives  of 

^  dioie  Provinces  depending  on  the  Crown  of  Poland^  and 

^  their  Colonel  a  Pobjb  Nobleman ;  and  all  fwear  to  be  fub- 

^  left  to  the  Grand  Marihal ;  that  he  fhall  not  ufe  his  privy 

^  oca!  in  Affairs  that  concern  the  Republick  \  that  he  fhau 

^  0  ve  no  Man  more  Places  than  the  Law  allows ;   after  a 

^  rhce  has  been  vacant  fix  Weeks,   he  fhall  beftow  it  on 

^  fbme  well-qualified  PoBJh  Gendeman ;  that  he  fhall  not  mar« 

'^  vf  without  Confent  iS  the  Senate,  who  fhall  affim  his 

^  Qyeen  what  Revenue  they  pleafe ;  that  by  the  Con^t  c^ 

M  hi$  Council  he  fhaU  regulate  the  Number  of  his  Troops, 

<^  and  preferve  good  Difcipline  \  that  he  fhall  build  no  Fleet 

^  witboitt  the  Advice  of  the  Senate ;  that  he  fhall  not  dimi* 

^  nifb  his  Treafure  in  the  Caftle  of  Cracow^  but  nither  en* 

^  deafe  it;  that  he  fhall  borrow  no  Money  without   die' 

^  ^ofoit  of  the  Diet ;  that  he  fhall  alwsm  adminifter  Juflice 

^  fy  the  Advice  of  his  Senators ;    that  he  fhall   be   content 

<<  with  the  Revenue  of  his  Pkvdec^ors  ;  that  no  Strangers  be 

^<  introduced  into  his  Councils,  and  that  he  fhall  beftow  no 

<*  Offices  or  Dignities  upon  them ;  that  he  fhall  not  diml« 

^  nifh  any  of  the  Offices  at  his  Difpoial ;  that  he  fhall  main* 

*^  tain  and  defend  all  Rights,  Liberties,  and  Privileges  granted 

•*  by  former  Kings  to  the  PoUs  or  Lithuaniafis^  or  to  any  of 

**  toe  Provinces    that  depend  on  thefe  two  Nations.*'    To 

thefe  Ardcles  they  add  odiers  occafionally,  according  to  the 

Circumfbmces  of^Time  or  the  C^ality  of  the  Perfon  eleded.  • 

We  have  feen  how  much  the  Power  of  this  Monarch  is 
limited,  and  how  impracticable  it  is  for  him,  if  he  was  ever 
fo  much  inclined  to  it,  to  make  any  fuccefsful  Attempt  upon, 
their  Liberties.  We  will  now  mendon  the  Advantages  he 
leceires  &om  his  high  Dignity.  In  the  firft  Place  it  mufl  b^ 
aOowed  that  his  Dominions  are  ftiU  very  large  and  extenfive^ 
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tfKNigh  (ereral  Provinces  have  been  cut  oW  from  them  hy 
powerful  Neighbours,  and  that  his  Subjedh  are  a  very  bfsve 
and  generous  People.     His  Revenue  is  very  CQnftdcrable,  ari- 
ling  from  Cuftoms,  the  Tribute  paid  by  the  Jews  and  Tir- 
tarsy  the  Revenue  drawn  from  the  Salt  Mines,  and  from  the 
Crown  Lands ;  which  with  various  other  Branches,  make  up 
all  together  better  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufhnd  Pound 
per  Annum*    He  beftows  all  Emplo}'ments,  Offices,  and  Pre- 
ferments that  are  in   any  Country   in   the    Power   of  the 
Crown,  Ecdefiaitical,  Civil,  or  Military ;  but  he  can  refume 
none ;  fo  that  though  he  may  do  much  by  Hope,  yet  he  has 
none  of  that  Influence  which  arifes  from  Fear  ;  for  diofe  who 
are  prefened  by  him,  very  often  ddcrt  him  :  And  what  may 
be  diought  very  fbange  m  fome  Countries,  is  very  frequent 
in  PoUmd'y  the  ihortdft  Road  to  Preferment,  is  that  of  Op- 
pofition,  which  is  attended  with  many  Inconveniencies,  and  is 
the  principal  Caufe  that  the  Crown  and  the  Nation  both  are 
funk  fo  low  as  at  prefent ;  when,  if  it  were  not  for  theNoife 
of  their    domeflick  Diifara6tions,    the  refl  of  Europe  would 
fcarce  know  any  thing  of  them,  or  what  they  are  doing. 
.  The  King  fwears  to  protcft  four  Religions,  viz,  the  Rtn 
fnijbj  the  Protejlartt^   the  Greeks   and  that  of  the  %wr,    fof  • 
which  the  latter  pay  about  twelve  thoufand  Poundis  a  Year. 
In  the  great  Duchy  of  Ltthuama  there  arc  many  Thoufands 
of  Tartars^  who  are  allowed  die  Exercife  of  the  Mahometan 
Religion  j  and  on  the  Frontiers  there  are  fliU  fome  Pagans. 
As  to  the  Military  Affairs  of  the  Country,  there  are  two  fland- 
ing  Armies  kept  in  confhnt  Pay,  each  under  the  Command 
of  two  Generals,  didinguifhed  under  the  Titles  of  Great  and 
Little.     ThefiriJ,  which  is  the  Crown  Army  of  Poland^  con- 
fiffe  of  36,000  Men,  and  that  of  Lithuania  of  12,000 ;   but 
they  are  very  indifferently  paid,    and  worfe  difdplined ;    fo 
that  they  fddom  make  any  creat  Figure,   which    is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  Badnefs  of  their  Infantry ;  to  qualify  which  they 
have  fome  Foreign  Troops  in  their  Pay,  and  heretofore  they 
had  their  Coffacks^    who,   tho'   they  might  not  be  as  gooil 
Troops  as  any  in  Europe^  though  tney  are  fo  ftiled  by  many  r 
Authors,  were  moft  certainly  better  than  any  that  could  be 
brought  againfl  them ;  but  mofl  of  thefc  have  now  put  them* 
fdvcs  under  the  Proteflion  of  Ruffia,  which  is  a  great  and 
indeed  an  irreparable  Lofs  to  the  Potest  * 

ThcL  Reader,  after  pcrufmg  this  Account,  will  very  proba- 
bly wonder  how  under  fuch  a  ConfWtution  the  Wheel  of  Go- 
vernment can  be  at  all  kept  in  Motion,  or  how  it  is  poffible 
that  Meu.of  Scnfc  andpublick  Spirit  can  be  fo   ftrangcly 

fond 
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fond  of  a  Conftitution,  produfiive  of  fo  manjr  difaftrous  Con* 
fequences  i  we  will  therefore  endeavour  to  give  fome  account 
of  both.  As  to  the  iirft,  when  the  King  finds  he  can  do 
nothing  in  the  Diet  for  the  publick  Service,  he  has  Recourfe 
to  what  is  called  a  Senatus  ConJUiuTn^  which  is  exa£Uy  the  fame 
ditne  with  what  we  had  formerly  here  in  England^  under 
AcTitle  of  the  Gnat  Cetauil  of  the  Peers  ;  yet  the  A6b  of 
diis  Afiembly  are  but  of  doubtful  Authority  in  Poland  3  how* 
ever  they  are  better  than  none,  and  have  often  done  great 
Service  to  the  State.  On  the  other  Hand^  if  the  Nobility 
think  themfelves  at  any  time  o^refs'd  or  aggrieved,  thcv 
fbna  what  are  called'  Cenfederaaes^  which  are  fo  far  legu, 
that  I  don't  find  in  their  Hifbny  fuch  as  have  taken  Stefn 
of  this  Nature,  have  been  often  treated  as  Rebels.  As  to  the 
latter  RMnt,  the  Polijb  Nobility  are  fond  of  their  Conftitution,. 
firfi^  becauie  it  preferves  their  Power,  which  though  they 
are  not  a  tenth  Part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Pohtndj  thev  are 
to  call  Liberty,    diat  their  particular  and  exorbitant 

jsi  may  jpafs  for  publick  Blcffing^    In  the  next  Place» 

they  liLe  this  Form  of  Government,  becaufe  every  Gentle- 
man qS  Poland  knows  that  there  is  a  Poffibifity  of  his  Pof- 
terities  wearing  the  Crown ;  and  lafUy,  they  are  attached  to 
this  Form  of  Rule,  becaufe  every  Election  brings  half  a 
Minion  Sterling  into  their  Country,  and  a  great  Part  of  that 
Sum  into.their Tockets.  But  then,  inflead  of  avowing  thefe 
Principles,  they  are  pleafed  to  alled^e,  that  dieir  ConflitudoA 
obliges  Kings  to  govern  by  Law,  f«:ures  the  Nobility  in  the 
Enjoyment  of  their  Rights,  defends  them  from  the  Inconveni- 
ences that  attend  a  Minority,  and  keeps  them  from  being 
Slaves,  like  the  Turks^  Tartars^  and  fome  gf  the  refl  of  their 
Nddibousi. 

Tne  Intereft  of  Poland  with  refpc£i:  to  Foreign  Powers 
lies  in  a  very  narrow  Compals,  iince  as  Things  (huid  at  pre- 
ient,  they  feem  to  be  in  no  great  Danger  c^  being  involved 
in  a  War  with  any  of  their  Nt  ighbours.  The  Power  of  the 
Ri^ffiam  might  iufUy  alarm  them,  if  his  PoUJh  Majefty  wto 
not  (o  dofeiy  allied  with  .the  Czarina.  The  Turks  were  very 
rformidable  to  them  heretofore,  and  fo  were  xheTartars^  but 
dieir  Alliances  with  the  German  and  RuJJian  Empires  fecure 
them  from  all  Apprehenfions  now.  They  were  antiently  very 
jealous  of  theHoufe  of  Auftriaj  as  apprehending  Ihe  was  de« 
firous  of  obtaining  their  Kingdom  in  the  Manner  ihe  had 
done  thofe  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary ;  and  this  it  vtras  that 
made  them  incline  to  the  French^  who  have  fpent  large  Sumi 
of  Money  to  keep  up  a  Faction  in  that  Country,  and  perhapi 
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tficiT  Piftoltt  find  a  Way  thidicr  ftiH.  The  Iting  of  PmJ/i 
is  a  Prince  with  whom  the  Poles  oueht  to  live  upon  goo 
Terms ;  as  we  fhall  fhew  hereafter,  mere  are  many  Reafon 
to  induce  that  Monarch  to  live  upon  good  Terms  wit 
them.  With  the  SwedeSfthcy  have  now  very  little  to  do,  th 
Ruffians  having  taken  from  diem  die  Ptovinces  they  coAquere 
from  the  Poles  j  io  that  unlets  die  Face  of  Af&irs  fhould  chano 
in  the  North,  Poland  is  like  to  continue  quiet  enough,  ti 
her  Throne  becomes  once  more  vacant. 

We  might  conclude  from  hence,  the  Tranquility  of  P$bn 
ought  to  oe  greater  than  ever,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  mof 
fecure  from  the  Views  of  ambitious  Neighbours.  We  migt 
fikewi(e  conceive  that  in  a  Time  of  fo  much  Serenity  at» 
Safety,  the  true  Patriots  in  this  Country  would  examine  infi 
the  Defe£b,  and  apply  proper  Remedies  for  reiloring  di 
Vigour  of  their  Government ;  and  we  might  be  ferther  templjb 
to  hope  they  would  carefully  vJo  thieir  utmoft  Pitoiution 
to  prevent  the  Revival  of  pubuck  Difturbances  araongft  them 
before  they  are  inevitably  brought  on  them  by  a  nev 
Vacancy  of  the  Throne- 

Li  Juftice  however  tb  Truth,  it  muft  be  cbnfeflb 
diat  their  prefent  Situation  is  ais  remote  from  this  as  i 
Can  be  wdl  imagined;  their  Divifions  are  far  from  beifu 
healed,  the  Condition  of  publick  Affairs  is  as  bad  or  worl 
than  ever;  all  this  is  reprefented  to  the  States,  znd  to  tb 
whole  World  at  the  meeting  of  every  Diet,  where  prope 
Remedies  are  fuegcfhxl,  methodized,  and  reafoned  upon  wid 
great  Force  and  Spirit,  yet  in  the  End  there  is  nothing  con- 
cluded, but  all  thin^  are  fufFered  to  run  from  bad  to  worle 
fo  that  in  reality,  no  rf  ation  was  ever  in  a  more  haplefs,  hdpleis 
or  hopeleis  Condition.  In  this  Situation  of  Things,  die  prefen 
King  feems  to  have  afted  with  all  the  Temper  and  Mode- 
ration poilible,  fo  that  the  Poles  are  obliged  to  teke  the  Weigh 
/  of  their  Misfortunes  upon  themfelves,  and  cannot  fo  mud 
as  find  a  Colour  of  imputing  it  to  their  Prince,  or  his  Mi- 
hifters.  It  is  however  thought  that  his  Majefty  has  fom< 
Views,  as  we  have  before  hinted,  for  engaging  the  Nobilitj 
to  elcft  his  fecond  Son  Prince  J!J?v/Vr,  a  S:heme  ia  itfelfvei) 
rational,  and  which  fecms  to  promife  as  great  Advants^es  to  the 
Nadpn  as  to  the  Royal  Family;  for  that  Prince  would  b< 
then  endrdy  fettled  in  Poland^  and  could  have  no  other  View3 
Ihah  for  the  Welfare  and  Glory  of  that  Kingdom.  It  is  how- 
ever very  poi&ble  that  this  Dcfign  may  be  travcrfed  by  that 
foreign  Influence,  which  for   many  Years  paft  has  divided^ 
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AflniAc^  and  deftrsycd  the  Foico,  the  Credit  and  &ppmefi 
•f  the  Pdifti  Nation. 

'  In  order  to  enter  into  the  Reafon  of  this,  we  muft  call  to 
mind  the  Principles  laid  down  at  the  Beginning  of  this  Sedion, 
md  remember  that  if  the  real  Intereft  <^  Poland  was  to  be 
pirfiied)  it  is  fHll  capable  of  becoming  one  of  the  greateft 
and  moA  confiderablc  Powers  in  the  North  y  which  howev4^ 
if  ibme  of  its  potent  Neighbours  can  prevent,  it  never  wiH 
be.  The  Hints  thrown  out  by  the  French  EmiiGuries  as  to  the 
Infiihs  that  have  been  offered  to  this  Nation,  and  the  con- 
temptuous Manner  in  which  diey  have  been  treated,  from'  th^ 
mifarable  Circumftances  into  which  they  have  brought  tbem* 
filves,  tho'  proceeding,  as  the  Intrigues  of  thefe  Sort  of  People 
ever  pfoceed, '  from  very  bad  Motives,  are  not  however  alto- 
gether void  of  Truth.  To  ipeak  freely  and  honeffly  upon  this 
StdjeA,  the  Language  of  &lfe  Patriots  is  not  always  to  be 
dKfi^prded,  for  the  very  worft  of  Men  by  being  obli^  to 
difiemble  dieir  bad  Intentions,  very  frequently  fpeak  Thines 
that  might  become  the  beft ;  and  it  is  Prudence  to  diftinguim 
between  wholefome  SuggefHons,  which  are  a  kind  of  gilded 
Covers,  and  the  Poifons  they  are  meant  to  convey. 

In  ihort,  if  there  be  any  latent  Remains  of  Virtue,  Prin- 
dfde,  or  publick  Spirit  among  the  PoUs^  and  if  there  be  ilill 
adiongft  them  any  great  Men  of  able  Heads  and  warm  Hearts, 
Aey  may  pofEbly  take  Advantage  from  this  difmal  Pofture  tk 
AflEairs,  to  excite  a  general  Concern  in  the  Nation  to  pro- 
vide at  Icaft  for  the  Safety  and  Security  of  themfelves,  if  not 
Ibr  the  Recovery  of  that  Power  and  Glory  which  once  dif^ 
tinguiihed  their  Anceflors.  They  Inay  be  prompted  to  fuf- 
pend  at  leaft  in  one  extraordinar]r  Diet,  the  Tribunitian 
rower  of  the  Veto^  and  thereby  put  it  out  of  the  Capacity  of 
any  fingle  perfidious,  ambitious,  or  fplenetick  Nuncio  to  dif- 
turb  and  counter-a£l  the  rational  and  laudable  Defigns  of 
Men,  vrfio  have  the  Good  of  their  Country  at  Heart.  Thejr 
may  by  this  Means  recover  the  Exiftence  of  a  real  aftive 
ana  wdl-intentioned  Government,  which  would  reftore  their 
Independency,  and  remove  the  Misfortune  and  Reproach  of 
being  influenced  in  their  mofl  important  Concerns  by  the 
Intrigues  of  their  Neighbours,  whofe  Interefl  it  is^  or  at  \^sA 
who  take  it  to  be  their  Intereft,  to  keep  them  in  a  State'  of 
Fceblenefi  and  Ina6Uvity. 

But  all  this  is  in  the  Womb  of  Time,  we  muft  patiently 
wait  to  fee  what  fhe  will  bring  forth ;  poiEbly  the  convidfiw 
Motions  that  are  at  prefent  felt  in  the  North  may  be  attended* 
with  good  £ffc£b>  and  after  a  few  fliarp  Pang»  PqImI  voitsf^ 
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be  ddivered  of  a  new  and  ftaUi  Government.  It  is  al 
poffible  that  her  Strength  mav  be  already  (o  weakendd  ar 
exhaiifted  as  not  to  endure  this,  and  that  the  People  ^ 
rather  incline  to  fall  back  into  die  lame  drowfy  State,  i 
which  they  hsve  continued  ui^eft  to  themfelves,  and  coi 
tempdble  to  the  reft  of  the  Worfct  .We  muft  acknowledf 
that  there  is  much  of  Obfcurity,  and  little  of  Certainty  i 
thefe  Obfervations ;  but  this  anfes  from  the  Sabje£Vy  and 
is  better  to  fllew  the  Reader  how  little  can  be  faid  upon 
with  Confidence,  than  to  miflead  him,  by  a  bold  Preten< 
to  Lights  we  neither  have  nor  can  hav^  For  who  can  p 
netrate  the  Secrets  of  a  State  that  has  no  Secrets  ?  Who  di 
diftinguiih  the  Views  af  a  Nation  that  are  really  withoi 
Views  ?  Or  who  can  pretend  to  fiiy  what  will  be  the  futuj 
State  of  a  People,  who  as  to  that  ieem  to  be  abfolutely  can 
lefs  themfelves  i  The  prefent  Policy  of  Poland^  libp  the  Wod 
of  Epicurus^  is  diremd  bv  Accident  and  Chance  ^  ib  du 
Time  only  can  Ibew  us  wnat  thefe  will  produce. 


CHAP.     VII. 

ji  fuccindt  Account  of  the  Modern  Hi/lory^  PoK 
tical  Intere/ls^  and  real  Fiews  of  the  Crown  g 
Prussia. 

THIS,  though  one  of  the  lateft,  is  very  far  from  beinj 
the  leaft  confidcrable  Kingdom  in  Europe^  feems  to  b 
e\'ery  Day  rifing  in  Power,  in  Extent,  and  in  Rcnutadon 
and  will  probably  rife  as  high  in  the  next  Age  as  Stveaen  did  u 
the  laft  i  which  are  the  Reafons  that  we  mdged  it  necef&r 
to  treat  of  it,  and  of  its  Concerns,  independent  of  thofe  of  di 
Empire ;  in  as  much  as  we  have  already  feen  the  Kings  o 
Pruffia  confidered  of  late  as  one  of  the  ereateft  Powers  o 
the  worth  :  And  there  is  the  higheft  Pr<3MibiUty,  that  the] 
will  hereafter  become  more  confpicuous  in  that  Charafbr 
and  take  a  much  larger  Share  in  the  general  Syftem  of  Aifaif. 
in  Eurepiy  than  thev  have  hitherto  done.  We  (hall  not  pie 
tend  to  s^cend  higher  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Houfe  of  Bran 
denhurgbj^Azn  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Century ;  but  flial 
content  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  no  Houfe  in  Germat^ 
has  produced  more  great  Princes,  or  Princes  of  greater  Mcrii 
than  this.    Some  have  been  diibnguifhed  by  their  Valour  am 
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"Military  Slcillj  diat  frequendy  placed  them  at  the  Hca-I  of 
the  Empire,  which,  befides  contributing  to  their  own  Glory, 
added  likewife  to  the  Extent  of  their  Dominions,  and  to  tine 

'Happinefs  Of  their  Subjc£b.  Some  again  have  been  no  Ie(s  dif- 
tin^ifhcd  for  their  confiunmate  Knowledge  in  Politicks,  for 

•jthcir  making  the  bcft  Ufe  of  their  Abilities  in  that  refpeft,  to* 

'"wards  promoting  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  Germany^  as  well 
.    as  incre^ng  and  adding  to  their  own  Territories,   by  the 

'dexterous  Mana^ment  of  their  Affairs  in  the    moft  critical 

'Conjunctures.  Others  of  them  have  been  celebrated  for  their 
great  Learning,  extenfire  Science,  and  admirable  Eloquence ; 

•all  which  remarkable  Qualities  they  applied  for  the  Benefit  of 

•  their  Subje^,  and  for  the  Improvement  of  their  Territories. 

As  Proofs  of  this,   we  n^  only  obfcrve  that  Albert   of 

BratuiMurghy   who  fiouriihed  in  the  fifteenth  Century,,  was 

'ftiled  by  the  P«pe  the  AchiUts  of  Gerfnany^  but  the  Germans 

themfelves  called -him  their  Ulyjfes.      His  Smqc^ot  John  had 

the  Title  of  the  German  Cicerg  ;  and  George  the,Fif({,  Eleftor 

*  of  Brandcnburghy  in  the  Middle  of  the  fixtecnth  Century,  was 
fb  renowned  for  his  Probity,  that  the  Dukes  of  Mecklenburghy 
and  Ankalty  and  the  Elector  oi  Saxony ^  appointed  him  by  their 
Wills  Tutor  to  their  Children,  which  Truft  he  executed  with 
the  higheft  Juftice;  fo  that  it  may  without  Flattery  be  faid, 
diat  the  prefent  Greatnefs  of  this  illuArious  Houfe  is  not  the 
Work  of  Chance,  or  the  Effe£l  of  any  remarkable  Flow  of 
good  Fortune;  but  of  the  Valour,  Wifdom,  Juftice,  Prudence, 
and  Piety  of  a  long  Succeffion  of  able  Princes* 

J  dm  Sigifmundy  Eleftor  of  Brqndenhurgh,  embraced  the  re- 
'  fbmied  Reli^on,  and  introduced  it  into  his  Territories.  After 
the  E^tindMon  of  the  ancient  Family  of  die  Dukes  of  C/rtw,  he, 
in  Conjunction  with  the  Ele£lor  Palatine,  made  himfelf  Nbfter 
of  that  Succeffion,  notwithftanding  the  Expediative  that  had 
been  granted  the  Duke  of  Saxony,  and  by  this  Means  added 
a  very  coniiderable  Country  to  his  Dommions.  His  Ri^t 
to  which  was  thus  founded  :  He  had  married  the  Princcfs 
Amuy  ddeft  Daughter  to  ABert  Frederick  of  PruJJSaj  and  Mary 
Mleanor,  eldcft  Sifter  of  the  laft  Duke  of  Cleves.  Upon  the 
Death  of  his  Father-in-law,  he  took  Poffeffion  of  the  Duchy 
of  Pruffiaj  of  which  he  obtained  the  Inveftiture  from  the 
King  of  Poland^  notwithftanding  the  warm  Oppofition  made 
thereto  by  the  Grandees  of  PoUtndi  and  died  in  full  Poflcf- 
*  fion  of  thefe  Dominions  in  the  twelfth  Year  of  his  Rei^, 
and  the  forty-feventh  of  his  Age,  A.  D.  1619. 

He  was  lucceeded  by  his  Son  George  ff^lliamy   who  en- 
4tered  into  the  Poffeffion  of  the  £lci5lorate  in  a  very  difficult 
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Con^unfhirey  wfapa  the  Troubles  of  Bohemia  had-vfpread  die 
Flames  of  War  through  the  Empire,  and  threatened  tlje 
Safety  of  his  Dominions,  which  howeveV  he  protefted  by  his 
great  Wifdom  and  Moderation.  He  was  a  \cxy  zealous  Pro- 
tcftant,  and  laboured  eameftly  to  have  united  the  Lutherans 
and  Calvinifls  j  in  order  to  which,  he  caufed  a  general  Af- 
fembly  to  be  held  at  Leipfick^  whidi,  through  the  Peevifluieft 
and  private  Views  of  Churchmen^  came  to  nothing.  Upcxi 
the  March  of  Gujiavm  Addfhus  into  Germany^  his  Domi* 
nions  fufiered  greatly,  and  he  was  obliged  to  put  the  For- 
treis  of  Spandau  into  the  Hands  of  that  Monaoch,  as  we 
have  elfewhere  (hewn,  in  order  to  obtain  his  Affiflance  for 
tfie  Relief  of  Ma^detourg^  then  befimd  by  the  Imperiali^Sf 
who  notwithflandmg  made  thenifdves  Mafters  of  it,  and  widi 
unexampled  Severity  cruelly  deftroyed  that  City. 

Count  Tilh  who  commanded  them,  idling  afterwards  into 
Saxonvy  our  tlcQor  joined  his  Troops  to  the  Saxonsj  and  bad 
his  Share  in  die  famous  Vi&ory  of  Leipjick.  But  after  the 
Death  of  Guftavus  King  of  Sweden^  when  the  Elector  of  Sax- 
CM  thought  fit  to  make  Peace  with  the  Emperor,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Prague^  the  Eledor  oi  Brandenkurgb  took  Care  to 
be  included  therein,  which  freed  him  from  a  very  expenfive 
and  burthenfome  War,  and  left  him  Leifure  to  look  after  his 
own  Af&irs,  and  to  provide  for  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of 
hi^  Subje6^s,  which  he  had  always  much  more  at  Heart  than 
making  Conquefb,  In  1637  the  Family  of  the  Dukes  of 
Pomeranla  cxtinzuifhinc  in  Bogijlaus  XTV.  that  Country  ought 
to  have  defcendcd  toSieEleftor,  by  virtue  of  a  Treaty  made 
for  that  Purpofe  with  the  Family  lately  extinA ;  but  how- 
.cver,  the  Swedes  feized  and  kept  it  by  Force,  to  which  the 
Ele&or  was  obliged  to  fubmit  \  and  the  Sexife  of  this  and 
the  other  Misfortunes  of  Germany^  contributed  to  ihorten  his  ^ 
Days ;  fo  that  deceafing  in  1640,  he  left  his  Dominions  to 
his  Son. 

Frederick  JVHUanij  EleSor  of  Brandenburghy  the  lecond  of 
that  Name,  was  one  of  the  greateft  and  mott  diftinguiibed 
Princes  of  his  Time,  both  for  Wifdom  and  Courage  j  which 
were  always  properly  employed  for  his  own  Security,  and  the 
Benefit  of*^  his  People.  He  entered  upon  the  Government 
when  the  Affairs  of  Germany  and  his  own  were  in  a  very 
difficult  and  embarrafs'd  Situation,  and  therefore  he  pro- 
vided for  the  Eafe  of  his  SubjoSs,  by  a  Treaty  of  Ncutxa- 
lity  with  the  Swedes^  who  by  the  Peace  of  Menjier  were  oblig- 
ed to  evacuate  Pomerama  imniediately,  an^  ^e  Marqui£ite  of 
BranJenbwrgh^  but  the  Swedifi  Deputies  delayed  it  tul  i6jg } 

nor 
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nor  could  it  then  be  procured,  but  by  the  ElcSor'^  quitting 
that  which  is  now  called  the  &wedijh  Pomeranhy  and  fcvenu 
Bailiwic]cs,  with  the  Ifle  of  Rugeriy  to  the  SwedeSj  for  which 
be  had^  but  much  (hort  of  an  Equivalent,  the  Aichbifhoprick 

•  of  JUagdebourg^  the  Bilhopricks  of  HalherJ^at  and  Camn^  and 
the  Principality  oi  ATinden^  with  their  Dependencies.  He  of- 
fered two  Millions  of  Crowns,  and  all  thofc  Don^.inions,  for 
^iisit  P^t  o[ Pofiurania  he  was  oUiged  to  yield,  but  in  vain. 
tie  ftrenuoufly  maintained  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Eleftors,  as 
to  the  Ceremonial  of  the  Diet  of  Franckfort^  and  was  very 
zealous  in  fupporting  the  Intereft  of  Religion,  and  particular- 
ly of  the  CaiuinJ^s,  .  In  1656,  he  was  obliged  for  thePrcfer- 
.vation  of  Pruffta  to  join  with  the  Swedes  againft  the  Poles ; 
but  the  King  of  Denmark  having  declared  War  againft  Charles 
Guftaftms  otSweden^  be  was  forced  to  leave  Poland  to  defend 
liis  own  Country ;  fo  that  the  Burthen  of  that  War  fall«- 
ing  upon  the  Ele^or,  he  compromifcd  Things  by  a  Treaty 
with  the  Poles^  by  which  they  releafed  him  from  the  Ho- 
mage due  to  their  Crown  from  Pruffia^  and  quitted  to  him  die 
Fieb  of  Lawenbergy  Bot&Wy  and  the  Town  of  Elbtng^  oh 
Condition  that  he  fhould  reftorc  the  latter  on  their  paying 
him  four  hundred  thouiand  Crowns* 

After  the  Death  of  Ferdinand  III.  in  1657  the /VY;irA  were 
for  advancing  the  Elcftor  of  Bavaria  to  the  Imperial  Throne; 
but  the  Eledor  of  Brandenhurgh  adhering  to  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria^    the  late  Emperor  Leopold  was  diofen,  though  the 

'  Eiedlor  of  Bavaria  had  beforehand  gained  three  Votes.  He 
afterward^  took  part  with  the  PoUs^  but  not  being  fecondcd 
by  the  Dutcb^  as  he  expected,  a  Treaty  was  concluded  at  Oliva 
in  i66o«     After  this  he  applied  himfelf  to  the  Affairs  of  Peace, 

.  Co  reconcile  himlblf  to  the  Princes  at  variance  with  him  i  and 
making  an  Alliance  with  France  and  England  for  his  own 
Security.  The  French  King  having  feized  the  Principality 
of  Orange^  the  Eledor  being  Tutor  to  the  young  Prince, 
ient  an  EmbafTy  to  demand  its  Rcftoration. 

In  1666,  he  made  a  definitive  Treaty  with  the  Prince  of 
Niuburgj  about  the  Succeflion  of  Juliers  and  Clevcs ;  and  after- 
Cerwards  got  the  latter  perpetually  fccured  to  his  own  Fa- 
mily* He  affifted  the  Emperor  agamft  the  Turks^  made  Peace 
by  his  Mediation  between  the  Dukes  of  Lunenburg.^  who 
had  Men  out  amongft  themfelves,  and  likcwife  between  the 
EngUJb^  the  Dutcb^  and  the  Bifhop  of  Munfter.  In  167^ 
the  French  having  declared  War  againft  the  Dutch^  he  ient 
Affiftance  to  the  latter,  and  his  Troops  joined  thofe  of  the 
£mperor  under  GenenJ  Monteatadi,  who  diisqpproving  of 
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the  Elc^Qi^  Meafures,  they  did  little  moi:e  during  this  Cam-* 
paien  than  make  a  bare  Diverfion. 

The  Eledor  finding  that  he  was  in  great  Danger  of  lot 
ing  part  of  his  own  Dominions,  by  a  War  in  which  he  had 
enp;aged  purely  for  the  Sake  of  his  Neighbours ;  reic^ed  in 
1673,  to  make  a  Treaty  with  France  upon  the  bcft  Termt 
he  could,  which  he  accordindy  did  at  Voflen^  upon  Condi* 
tion  that  the  French  fhould  rdtore  to  him  all  that  bad  beat 
taken  from  him  in  the  feveral  Q>untries  of  Cleves^  Atdrck^ 
and  Raverfiergj  excepting  only  the  Towns  of  fFefel  and 
Reesj  in  which  the  King  (hould  be  permitted  to  keep  a 
Garrifon  till  the  ConduTion  of  a  Peace,  when  they  were  to  be 
reftored  to  the  Eledor  \  and  his  Majefty  farther  screed  to  pajr 
him  eight  hundred  thou(and  Livres  for  the  Expences  of  the 
War.  As  advantageous  as  this  Treaty  was  to  the  Ele£lor» 
and  notwithftanding  the  French  yielded  up  to  him  the  Places 
before  mentioned,  fooner  than  they  need  have  done,  yet 
obferving  their  pernicious  DeTigns,  and  tliat  they  were  rdblv- 
cd  to  opprefs  the  Dutchy  he  the  very  next  Year  renewed  his 
Alliance  with  the  States  a&ainft  France^  and  marched  into  Alfacg 
with  twenty  thoufahd  Men ;  but  the  Imperial  General  Bour^ 
norviUe  thwarting  his  Meafures,  little  was  done  that  Cam- 
paign. 

J  i\  the  mean  time  the  Swedes^  at  the  Solicitation  of  France^ 
invaded  Pomerania  and  the  Marquifate.  Upon  which  the 
Elc<Elor  returned  from  jiljace  againft  the  Swedes^  over  whom 
he  gained  a  compleat  ViAory  at  Feght-Berlin^  and  took  from 
them  the  Ifle  of  fVolen^  fvolgafly  and  Anclaniy  one  of  the 
ftrongcft  Forts  of  Pomerania.  He  alfo  took  Stetin  after  a 
famous  Si^e,  which  lafted  many  Months.  In  1678,  he  made 
himfelfM^ler  of  the  Ifle  of -Ri^^^w,  too\i  Siralfundy  znAGripf^ 
waldy  and  drove  the  Swedes  entirely  out  of  all  Pomeranta. 
The\',  to  divert  him,  invaded  Prujjia ;  but  the  Ele6ior,  in  the 
midale  of  the  Winter,  pafled  the  Lake  of  Courland^  which 
falls  into  the  Baltict^  with  his  Army  and  Artillery  upon  the 
Ice,  where  it  was  three  Miles  broad,  (urprized  and  defeated 
them  J  fo  that  of  fixtecn  thoufand  fcarce  five  thoufand  efcaped. 
After  the  War  of  1672,  he  was  left  out  of  the  Treaty  of 
NlmeguiHy  and  Peace  being  concluded  among  the  other  Princes, 
and  the  Frv^h  joining  with  the  Swedes^  he  was  obliged  by 
the  Treaty  of  St.  Germains,  to  quit  all  his  Conqucfts  to  them  5 
iv^r  which  the  French  King  by  a  fecret  Article  paid  him  duee 
hundred  thoufand  Crowns  tpwards  the  Charges  of  the  War^ 
which,  though  all  he  could  obtain,  was  a  very  poor  Satisfa&ion. 
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In  t68o»  this  creat  Prince  took  fucfi  a  Stxrp  as  was  taSxe^ 
\f  worthy  of  his  Charafier.  The  Court  of  Spain  was  lam* 
if  in  his  Debt  for  the  Succours  furnifhed  in  the  laft  "V^* 
hf  which,  in  all'  nrobability,  fhe  faved  her  Low  Countries  % 
hat  no  Perfuafions,  no  Applications,  no  Letters  from  th6 
Ele^r,  no  Memorials  from  his  Minifter^  had  any  Weightf 
dther  becauie  the  Court  of  Spain  was  very  negligent  in  her 
Adminiftration,  or  that  her  Treafures  were  abfolutely  ex« 
haCifted.  At  laft,  when  his  Catholick  Majeft/s  Miniftera 
could  find  nothing  to  (ay  that  looked  like  an  Anfwer,  they 
had  Recourfe  to  an  Artince,  not  to  be  excufed  or  jufHfied  i 
they  promifed  the  Elector's  Minifl;ers  Payment,  and  gave 
them  cills  upon  Merchants  in  the  Low  Countries,  which  in 
con&quence  of  their  Collufion  were  protefted.  This  left  no 
Room  to  hope  for  any  future  Redre& ;  the  £le£tor  therefor^ 
law  himfelf  reduced  to  the  Neceffity  either  to  fit  down  with 
the  Lo(s,  or  to  take  fome  hitherto  unthought-of  Method  for 
Redrefi  \  he  chofe  the  latter  i  and  having  Information  of  a 
very  rich  Ship  that  was  expected  in  one  of  the  Spanijb  Ports 
of  Flanders  J  ht  fitted  out  eight  Privateers  to  feize  her,  and 
theDefign  was  conducted  with  fuch  Diligence  and  Secrc<^, 
that  the  firft  News  the  Spanijb  Court  had  of  his  Projed^ 
brought  that  of  its  Execution. 

At  firft  die  Spanijb  Miniftry  took  up  the  Matter  very 
warmly,  and  would  hear  of  nothing  but  Reftitution  of  die 
Vefiel,  and  Satisfaction  for  the  AiFront ;  yet  after  fome  Time, 
when  th^  faw  the  Eledlor  was  determined,  and  that  the 
Forces  or  Spain  could  make  no  Imprcflion  on  any  of  that 
Prince's  Territories,  they  were  content  to  liften  to  his  Ex- 
cufes,  which  without  doubt  the  £le£lor  was  willing  enough  to 
make,  for  putting  a  Million  eight  hundred  thoi^md  Ducati 
into  his  Pcd^et  The  fame  Year  Augujlus  of  Saxony^  Admir 
niftrator  of  Magdehourgy  deceafed,  upon  which  the  Ele£lor 
added  diat  Country  to  his  Dominions  as  a  fecularized  Duchy» 
agreeable  to  the  Treaty  of  Wejlpbalia. 

He  was  on  the  Point  alfo  of  annexing  the  Principality 
of  ^uerfurt  as  a  Fief  of  that  Duchy,  which  confifted  of  four 
Bailiwicks ;  but  this  was  contefted  with  him  \  and  in  the 
Year  1687  he  compromifed  the  Matter  by  accepting  of  the 
Bailiwick  of  Bruck  as  a  full  Sausfa£tion  for  his  Ptctenfions 
upon  aQ  four.  In  the  fucceeding  Year,  he  came  to  an  ami* 
cable  Cbndufion  with  the  Emperor,  in  relation  to  a  Difpute 
that  had  long  fubfifted,  concerning  the  Principality  of  T^r- 
gemdorff  which  the  Emperor  had  re-united  to  the  Kingdom 
oi  Bwmia^  notwithtocUng  the  CUim  iJways  mante  \Q  Sx  V^i 
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ouc  Ele£lor ;  in  Covpeniation  for  whjch  he  bad  die  Ter- 
ritory of  Schueibufirij  or  the  Northern  Part  of  Silejia^  yi^kd 
up  to  him,  which  the  Emperor  afterwards  found  Means  to 
ODtain  back  from  his  Son  and  Succcflfor,  as  we  fhall  here- 
after at  large  explain. 

This  excellent  Prince  {hewed  himfelf  as  compleatly  qualified 
for  Government  as  any  of  bis  Rank  in  that  Age,  an4  diis 
from  his  firft  taking  the  Reins  ef  the  AdminiSration  into 
his  Hands,  till  they  were  taken  from  him  by  Death.  His 
Perfonal  Courage  app^u^  in  (everal  Actions  in  which  he 
was  prefent ;  his  Steddinefs  in  the  Siege  of  Stetin^  one  of  the 
moft  memorable  that  ever  happened  in  Europe^  and  of  which 
particular  Accounts  have  beoi  publifhed  in  almoft  all  Lan- 
guages ;  his  dorious  Zeal  for  Liberty,  in  generoufly  affift- 
inff  the  Dutch  in   1672. 

'  nc  gave  alfo  many,  and  thoie  very  fignal  Inftances  of  hb 
Abilities  as  a  Statefinan,  in  chufing  the  &ireft  Oppor^Jnitie$ 
for  aflertine  his  Rights,  and  in  being  content  to  wave  them 
when  he  found  that  it  would  be  difficult  or  dangerous  to 
maintain  them*  He  arrived  at  much  greater^uthority  than 
his  PredecefTors,  and  enjoyed  it  without  feemmg  to  afpire  to 
it;  and  this  by  ftudying  the  Good  of  his  Subje6b  to  fuch  a 
Degree,  that  tney  looked  upon  his  Acquifition  of  Power  as 
an  Advantage  arifmg  to  themfelvcs,  and  indeed  it  proved  fb ; 
for  not  content  with  giving  Audience  to  all  who  delired 
it,  and  doing  Juftice  upon  the  Spot  after  hearing  both  Parties, 
he  fet  apart  certain  Houn  for  reading  Letters  from  every 
Place  in  his  Dominions,  fo  that  the  meaneil  of  his  Suhjefb 
might  depend  upon  his  Notice;  and  die  greatefl  of  hisMi-* 
niiters  were  not  fecure,  if  they  behaved  iU,  from  being  both 
deteAed  and  puniihed. 

He  was  very  kind  to  the  French  Proteflants,  and  not  only 
permitted,  but  invited  them  to  fettle  in  his  Dominions;  he 
beftowed  on  their  Gentry  Commands  in  his  Army,  or  Pofts 
in  hb  Court  i  he  provided  for  the  poorer  Sort  either  as  Me- 
chanicks  in  great  Towns,  or  as  Peaiknts  in  PruJJia  \  to  the 
Former  he  gave  Houfes,  and  to  the  Latter  Lands.  He  did  this 
with  to  jgood  a  Will,  that  when  one  of  hb  Miniflers  infi- 
nuated  that  thefe  Liberalities  might  produce  Inconvenicncies, 
his  Anfwer  was,  that  he  would  (ell  hb  Plate  to  foed  them. 
He  (aid  upon  another  Occalion,  he  now  undeiftood  how  both 
Parties  mig^t  gain  by  the  fame  Bargain,  for  that  his  Lands 
in  Pruffia  wcie  formerly  worth  nothing  to  him,  bqt  that  by 
giving  them  to  the  poor  Proteftants,  both  he  and  they  had 
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3uired  good  Sflate^  and  wtre  under  mutual  Obfj^a^y^  jtg^ 
\i  other. 

He  built  a  new  Town  at  Birlin^  and  by  uniting  five  fio- 
loughscompofed  afineCity,  which  he  ^uibflliihed  withpybf- 
lick  Buildings,  and  ftrcngthencd  by  reguLr  Fortifi<;ations.  He 
pit  his  Dominions  into  better  Order  than  they  had  ever  been 
in  the  Days  of  his  PredeceiTprs,  by  eftablifliing  new  Regula- 
tions where  they  were  necef&ry,  and  abolifhing  old  Cuftoni» 
where  Experience  (hewed  they  were  pernicious.  He  gave 
up  to  bis  Subje£b  a  Lppd-Tax^  that  was  a  heavy  Burthen  pn 
their  Efiates,  for  an  Exciie,  which  was  a  more  equal,  tho^ 
perhaps  as  great  an  Impofition.  In  order  to  improve  Trad^t 
be  built  a  noble  Fortrcfs  on  the  Coaft  of  Guinga ;  and  at 
Home  he  cut «  Paflage  or  Canal  between  the  Spee  and  the 
OdiTj  for  the  Conveniency  of  the  Merchants  of  Silejia  trading 
to  lianAurgy  or  into  his  own  Dominions. 

Li  a  Word,  he  was  not  fo  careful  of  one  Thing  as  to 
neg^efi  another;  or  fo  much  fet  upon  difiinguifliing  himfelf 
in  a  fingle  Point  of  Charader,  as  to  flight  the  reft,  but  knew 
ivhat  became  a  great  Prince,  and  pradifed  it  in  every  Relpc^ 
His  Jufiice  and  Benificcnce  rendered  him  beloved  by  his  Sub- 
jedb  ;  the  Splendor  of  his  Court  drew  the  Rcfpe£l  of  Strangers  $ 
and  his  keeping  on  foot  a  great  Body  of  well-difciplined 
Troops  made  him  confiderable  in  the  Eyes  of  his  Neiehbours. 
His  Religion  was  warm  and  fmcere,  but  had  nothing  in  it  <^ 
Bigotry  :  And  after  a  Reign  of  forty-eight  Years,  and  when 
he  had  lived  fixty-eight,-  he  died  with  as  high  a  Reputation 
as  the  moft  ambitious  Prince  could  defu-e,  regretted  by  hit 
Allies,  and  lamented  by  his  Subjeds.  ^ 

This  Ekdor  was  twice  married ;  firft  to  Louifa  Himrtetta^ 

I>auehter  to  Henry  Frederick^   Prince  of  Orange^   by  whoixi 

he  daimed  a  Right  to  that  Succcffiqn  ;   his  iccond  Princeft 

was  Dorothy  Daughter    of  Philip  Duke   of  Holftein  GUukf* 

^^g't  by  whom  he  had  three  Sons,  whofe  Pofterity  are  ftill 

living.      Frederick  HI.    who  fucceeded  him,    Philip  IViUiam 

who  viras  Governor  of  Magdebourgy   and  died  in  171 1,  and 

JJbert  Frederick  Governor  of  Pomerfmia.      The  former  left 

two  Sons  and  a  Daughter,  the  latteif  tj^rccSons,  all  Princes 

.of  the  Blood  in  Prupa^  which  is  a  Point  ncccllary  to  be 

Juiown,   becaufe  wc    fhall  have  Occafion  to  fpea]L  of  thefe 

Princes  hereafter. 

Frederick  HI.  fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Electorate  qf 
)Bramieniurgb  on  the  nineteenth  oi  April  ^688,  and,  like  (em 
.vexal  of  his  Predeceflfors,  entered  upon  the  Adminiftration 
^PiSbm  at  a  Conjuncture  which  required  a  Prince  of  gneat 
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Partt  to  condud  them  to  Advantage.  He  gave  a  very  earljr' 
Proof  of  his  having  inherited  the  Virtues  as  well  ais  tne  Do- 
minions of  his  Anceftors,  by  concurring  with  the  EleAor  of 
Sax9fn^  die  Duke  of^lHanov^^  and  the  Landgrave  of  Heffi* 
CaJ/i^  in  fettlii^  fome  Matters  of  Importance  relating  to' 
Aeir  felpedive  Sominions,  and  in  alfifting  the  Pk'ince  of 
Orange  in  his  Defign  upon  England^  which  had  been  con-' 
certed  with  the  late  Eleftor  his  Father.  He  profefled  A  great 
Efteem  for  Lewis  XIV.  whom  he  confidered  as  a  very  wife 
as  wdl  as  magnificent  Prince;  and  whofe  Example  he  fol- 
lowed in  manv  Refpedts,  but  was  far  enough  from  emteac- 
ing  the  whole  Syftem  of  his  Politicks,  or  futtering  himfelf  to 
be  deluded  into  following  his  Meafures. 

On  the  contrary,  when  his  mofl  Chriftian  Majefty  attack- 
ed the  Empire,  he  immediately  took  up  Arms,  and  in  the 
Year  1^89  he  recovered  the  Towns  of  Keiferfivert  and  JSmir, 
in  which  laft  Expedition  he  very  narrowly  efcaped  being 
niade  Prifoner  by  a  French  Detatchment,  and,  which  did  him 
great  Honour,  his  Efcape  was  entirely  owing  to  his  perfonal 
Courage.  In  1690,  King  IViUiam  havine  Tucceeded  in  his 
Expedition,  fent  him  the  Order  of  the  Garter  by  the  late 
James  Jobnfon^  Efq;  afterwards  Secretary  of  State  for  ScotltnuL 
In  1693  his  Troops  diflinguifhed  tbemfelves  at  the  Battle  of 
Landenj  imdcr  the  ConduS  of  his  Brother  Prince  Philips  of 
which  King  fP^lUanty  as  a  Mark  of  Refpeft,  fent  him  an  Ac- 
count under  his  own  Hand. 

In  1694  he  fent  Affiftance  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  under 
his  Brothers,  Prince  PhiHp  and  Prince  Albert.  In  1695  his 
Troops  contributed  much  to  the  taking  of  Namure^  of  which 
King  IVilUam  gave  him  alfo  an  Account  under  his  own  Hand  ; 
upon  which  the  EIe£tor  came  to  the  Hapte^  to  congratulate 
his  Maiefly,  whom,  with  the  Duke  of  Z^i7,  he  entertained 
fpIendicOy  at  CUves.  After  Kingytugu/lus  was  chofen  King 
oiPolandy  theEleSor  feized  the  Town  of  EUnng  by  mzy  of 
Security  for  the  Money  due  to  his  Father.  But  tnis  Affair 
was  afterwards  fettled  by  Treaty,  according  to  the  Maxim  of 
this  ^%at  Prince,  who  was  always  willing  to  compromife  any 
Differences  he  had  with  his  Neighbours,  as  he  had  before 
done  with  the  ElccSor  of  5^jftf«y  in  rcfpeftte  certain  P^eten-^ 
iions,  and  thereby  inflead  of  a  farce  Claim,  added  the  Pro- 
voftftup  of  ^edlimbonr^y  the  Bailiwick  of  Peterjbergy  and 
fome  other  Places,  to  his  Hereditary  Dominions. 

In  the  Year  1700  our  Elector  having  adorned  and  improved 
his  capital  City  of  Berlin^  added  feveral  &ir  Countries  to 
thofe  which  defcended  to  bim  from  his  Ancefbn,  fiOed'Part 

of 
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cf  thofe  G)untries,  Aat  were  before  but  thinly  peopled,  vntb 
Inhflbitants^  who  were  invited  thither  by  the  Kindneffiai 
fllewn^  and  the  Privikdges  granted  them  by  his  Father  and 
Umfitf ;  took  the  Refolution  of  afluining  the  Royal  Diraiity, 
wiiich  fome  however  have  fuggeAed  aroie  from  ieeing  ICing 
IKlBtm  feated  in  an  Arm-Chair,  at  the  great  Congreis  of 
Fkinees,  who  were  engaged  in  the  firft  grand  Alliance;  ytt 
than  tctttis  rather  fit  to  be  inferted  in  private  Memoirs,  thai| 
Id  fiand  recorded  in  Hiftory.  But  whaitever  his  Motives 
were,  die  FaA  is  certain,  that  about  this  Time  he  refolved 
to  take  the  Title  of  King  of  Pruffia ;  and  that  he  applied 
faimielf  to  the  Imperial  Court  to  be  acknowledged  in  this 
Quality,  concerning  which  likewife  the  Dealers  in  fecret 
Hiftory  tell  ut  a  very  remarkable  Story,  which  is,  that  when 
his  Negotiation  was  in  no  very  good  Train  at  the  Court  of 
fliMHMj  he  was  advifed  by  his  Minifter  there,  in  a  Letter  written 
ia  CVpher,  to  make  ule  of  the  Inteteft  of  a  certain  Prince  ; 
but  the  Senle  of  the  Letter  being  miftaken  by  their  Names 
beginning  with  a  Letter;  he.inftcul  of  the  Prince,  had  Re- 
coiirie  to  tlie  Father  Confeflbr,  who  was  a  Jefuit ;.  and  fo 
much  ftruck  with  the  Honour  done  him  by  a  Proteflant 
EleAor,  that  by  his  own  Intereft,  and  that  01  his  Order,  he 
quickly  accomplifhed  all  that  was  deflred  of  him. 

I  mil  not  make  myieif  anfwerable  for  the  Truth  of  this, 
fince  it  appears  very  probable  to  me  that  the  Elefior  took  his 
Meafures  upon  muoi  furer  and  better  Grounds.  The  War 
was  juft  then  broke  out,  on  Account  of  the  Spanijh  Succef* 
Gon.  The  Houfe  of  Auftria  flood  in  great  Need  of  his  Af- 
Gflance,  and  he  might  well  expe£l  they  would  not  differ  with 
about  a  Tide.  But  however- the  Matter  was,  there  is  no 
Doubt,  that  in  the  Month  of  Jantiary  1701  N.  S.  he  was 
crowned  King  of  PruKa  at  Koninglberg^  and  was  acknow- 
led^  as  fuch  by  the  Emperor  LietoUy  and  all  his  Allies  ;  in 
Conftderation  of  which  the  new  King  furniihed  him  with  a 
numerous  Body  of  Auxiliaries,  who  ferved  with  great  Credit  in 
iKfforent  Parts  of  Europe^  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  the 
War. 

The  Year  following  proved  remarkable  for  the  Death  of 
WiJUam  lU.  King  of  Great  Britain^  to  whom  his  Prujfutn 
IMajefty .  accounting  himfelfHeir,  immediately  took  pofle^on 
a  the  Country  of  Lingen^  the .  Principality  of  Meurs^  and 
bme  other  Lordihips  which  had  belonged  to  the  De- 
xafed,  tho',  as  we  (hall  hereafter  fee,  he  was  willing  to  give 
iatis&dlion  to  the  Prince  of  Najfau  Friefey  who  took  the 
T^^i Orangit    la  the  Year  1707,  upon  the  Death  of  the 


-  r  126  1 

of  Nemours^  the  fovereignties  oF  ^tkfihatgt  and  ^ 
iVr^/Tf  beoune  vacant,  to  ^hidi,  asr  the  Heur  o^  the  Priiux'  of 
OrMfigi^  his  Pruffian  Majeftv  put  in  hiyfibikn  sinriongft  nuuiy 
others.  The  Right  to  thole  rrincipalitics  wis  to  br  decided 
by  (he  States  of  the  CounCky;  and  aid  tbe  frekch  King  fup- 
ported  one  of  the  Candidates,  fo  the  Qnoen  of  Grtitt  &4tmn 
efpouibd  the  Caufe  of  his  Pruffimt  Majefty^  who  canicii  hU 
f  oint  notwithftanding  the  Threats  of  the  French ;  and'  aboUt 
the  fame -Time  it  was  that  he  purchafed  the  Gotintrf  of 
Tickkftbuf^. 

At  the  Diet  of  Franckfirt^  which  aflembkd  for  tiifr  Choice 
of  an  Emperor,  the  Abbot  Albam'  affifted  on  the-  part  of 
the  Pope,  and  it  was  faid  that  he  had  a  pardcidar  Commif- 
lion  to  proteft  againft  the  new  Title  of  the  Kin^  of  Frugh^ 
which  coming  to  the  Kind's  Ears,  he  dedved  &t  if  fuch  a 
Step  was  taken,  he  would  order  hifr  Suoops  then  in  Itafy 
in  the  Service  of  the  Allies,  to  take  0|UBters  in  the  Eoddl- 
aftical  State  at  Difcretion,  as  in  an  :]qbOvhy's  Country ;  but 
the  Abbot  Alhani  prevented  this  byi  fending  Word  to  the 
PruJJian  Minifter  at  the  Diet,  that  he  had  no  iiich  Commif- 
fion,  and  that  it  never  fr)  much  as  entered  into  his  Thoughts 
to  qu^ion  the  King's  Title ;  Which,  whether  true  or  &kj 
gave  his  Maiefty  entire  Satisfadion. 

At  the  Ciofc  of  the  War,  this  Monarch  concluded  vMth 
the  reft  of  the  Confederates  a  Treaty  of  Pdtce  mAi^Franc^^ 
which  confifted  of  thirteen  Articles ;  the  moft  remarkable 
of  which  were,  that  he  was  confirmed  in- the  Poifeffion  of  Up-- 
per  Guelderland  in  full  Sovereignty ;  he  had  likewifetht  Coun- 
try of  Keffel^  and  the  Prefedlure  of  Kriekenhnkj  zn&  was  ac- 
knowledged as  Sovereign  Lord  of  Neufchatel  and  VaUngen^ 
by  France^  in  Confideration  of  his  quitting  his  Pretenfions  to 
the  Principality  of  Orange*  There  were  two  feparate  Art}-» 
cles  to  this  Treaty ;  by  one  of  which,  the  moft  Chriftian  King 
acknowledged  him  as  King  of  Pruffia^  and  agreed  to  give 
bim  the  Tide  of  Majefty. 

He  likewife  interpofcd  in  favour  of  the  Proteftanti  of  France^ 
to  whoni  he  had  always  been  a  Friend  and  Protedor ;  and 
it  b  hieKly  probable  they  would  have  felt  die  £ffe£b  of  his 
fiiterpomion,  if  he  had  not  been  taken  dS  by  Death  in  the 
Middle  of  thefe  Negotiations,  in  the  fiftv-fixth  Year  of  his  Age, 
leaving  bdiind  him  the  Chara£ler  of  oeing  one  of  the  moft 
magnanimous  and  magnificent  Princes  of  his  Age ;  and  who 
knew  as  well  as  any  of  his  Predeceflbrs,  how  to  foiVe  himfclf 
of  eveiT  Occafion  that  offered  for  augmenting'  liis  Power, 
and  enlarging  fai^  DoQuiuoni*  .  .  ^    . - 
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Friderici  ff^iOiamj  Prince  Royal  of  Pmffia^  and  dedDral 
prince  of  Bramlettktirgb^  fucceedea  his  Father  in  all  his  Domi- 
nionsy  finiflied  the  imperfeft  Negotiation  of  Peace  in  which 
that  Prince  was  engag^  at  the  Time  of  his  Demiie,  and  enter- 
ed into  a  clofer  Corrapondence  than  moft  of  his  Predeceflbra 
with  the  Court  of  France,  He  had  not  been  long  feated  on 
Ae  Throne,  before  he  found  himfelf  involved  in  fome  Dii^ 
putts  with  the  Crown  of  Sweden^  occafioned'  chiefly  by  iin^ 
inarching  of  Troops  through  the  diflbient  Parts  of  his  Do> 
minions,  as  well  by  the  Swidesj  as  by  the  Powers  engaged 
in  a  War  againft  them.  His  Pruffian  Majefty  endeavoiured 
firft  to  have  compromifed  Matters  amicably ;  but  that  being 
Ibund  impra£ticabfe,  he  perceived  himfelf  at  laft  obliged  to  en-^ 
ter  into  that  War  in  Conjunction  with  other  Princes  confe- 
derated againft  Sweden  ;  wnich  ended  in  driving  the  Swedes  en- 
tiidy  out  of  Germany.^  and  depriving  them  of  all  that  Gujlawu 
Ade^hus  and  his  Succeflfors  had  acquired  in  the  Empire. 

But  notwithftandine  this  great  duccefe,  his  Prujfian  Majefty 
coniented,  under  the  Mediation  of  his  late  Britanmck  M^efty 
King  George  I.  to  certain  Preliminary  Articles  for  a  reace 
with  Sweden^  which  were  figned  the  eignteenth  ol  Auguji  17 19, 
and  afterwards  digiifted  into  a  Treaty,  that  was  concluded  at 
Sf9c]d)oIm  between  the -two  Crowns,  January  10  1720.  By 
the  third  Article  of  which  Treaty,  the  Crown  oi  Sweden  yidds 
in  Perpetui^  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  his  Heirs  and  Succdlbrsy 
Che  City  of  Stetiny  the  Diftri£l  between  the  Oder  and  the 
Rlnniy  with  the  Iflands  of  fVoUin  and  Vfedom,  with  all  the 
Rig^  granted  to  the  Crown  of  Sweden  by  the  Emperor  and 
£mpire  to  the  faid  Phices,  by  the  tenth  Article  of  the  Treaty 
isiWeflphaUa.  And  by  die  nineteenth  Article  of  this  Treaty, 
the  Cfrown  of  Sweden  vields  fiuther  the  Towns  of  Dam  and 
GobioWj  on  the  other  oidc  the  Oder^  with  the  Territories  be^ 
londng  to  them. 

C)  Confidefation  of  thefe  Ccf&ons,  his  Pruffian  Majefty  un- 
dertook f  aiSft  no  longer  the  Enemies  of  Sweden^  to  promote 
to  the  utm6ft  of  his  Power  the  intended  general  Peace  between 
her  and  her  Neighbours,  to  &tlsfy  the  Mor^^es  and  Incum- 
brances on  all  the  Places  yielded  to  him,  which  had  been  for* 
merly  contra£)ed'  by  the  Crown  of  Swedin ;  as  alfo  to  pay 
two  millions  of  Rix-Dollara  to  that  Crown  at  three  different 
P^iyments.  By  this  Treaty  his  Pruffian  Majefty  acquired  a 
great  Acceffion  of  Territory,  to  which,  as  we  have  ftiewa 
oefore,  his  Family  had  very  fair  Prctenfions  as  Succefibrs  to 
the  Dukes  of  Pomeranta ;  and  by  this  Aoquifition  gained  a  free 
Communication  wi^  ^e  Baltick^  which  was  of  as  great  oc 
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greatet  Confcquence  than  the  Revenue  of  all  the  Places  thus 
acquired;  and  contributed  hi^y  to  the  Benefit  of  other  Paitt 
of  his  PruJJian  Majefty*s  Dominions. 

The  iame  Temper  and  Difpofition  which  his  PruIRm 
Majelly  {hewed  in  the  Management  of  this  important  Alnir^ 
appeared  in  all  the  fubfequent  Tranra£lions  of  his  Life ;  that 
is  to  (ay^  he  was  in  every  Inftance  careful  to  maintain  and 
fupport  his  own  Dignity,  to  fecure  his  own  Dominions,  to 
make  him(elf  refpeAoi  by  his  Neighbours,  to  keep  his  Troopp 
and  Fortrefles  conftantly  in  fufh  a  Pofture  as  mi^t  prevent 
his  being  hurt  by  any  unforcfeen  Accident ;  and  give;  him  an 
Opportunity,  wnere  the  Circumftances  of  Th^QO  would  per- 
mit it,  of  turning  any  .fucb  Accident  to ;  his  Advantage.  It 
was  with  .this  View,  .thai  he  kept  always  on  Foot  between, 
eighty  and  a  hundred  thpufaod  regular  Troops,  well  paid» 
and  pcrfe^Uy  well  difciplin<^')  at  Uic /^n^c  tioie  that  he  wtt 
no  Icfs  careful  of  his  Keyenues,  as  being  thorou^ly  ijenfible, 
that  if  ever  a  War  became  ncceflary,  Trqiifure  would  be.  to 
the  full  as  needful  as  Troops. 

Tliis  G)ndu<£l  of  his,  though  it  expofed  him  to  the  Cenfure* 
of  fome  (hallow  PoIiticiaii5,  was  perfefUy  agreeable  to  his  own 
Circumftances,  and  to  th^  general  Syftem  of  Afiairs  in  £1^7 
rope,  it  prefervcd  uU  his  Dominions,  thou^  (eparated  aii4 
detached  from  each  other,  from.runninf  any  Rifque;  it  made 
him  confidered  as  the  moft  powerful  Potentate  in  Germany^ 
next  tlic  Houfc  of  Aujir'ta ;  and  it  gave  him  in  Opportunity 
of  promoting  his.  Intercft  upon  every  Variation  of  the  Ba- 
lance of  Power,  without  odlually  engagingin  a  War.  Upon 
thefe  Motives  he  entered  into  the  femous  Treaty  oiHanriftr^ 
concluded  the  third  of  September  1725,  with  their  moft 
Chriftiau  and  Britannick  Majefties ;  and  tho'  the  Bounds  of  this 
Article  will  not  allow  us  to  enter  into  Particulars,  yet  we 
may  fafely  venture  to  affirm  In  general,  tliat  he  managed 
that,  and  the  many  fublequent  Negotiations  which  quicMy 
ff»llowcd  from  it,  with  great  Dexterity,  and  fo  as  to  tprn  every 
Incident  as  much  as  it  was  poifible  to  his  own  Advantage. 

We  have  already  (hewed  the  Pretenfions  formed  by  die 
Iloufe  qi  BruMJenburgh  on  the  Succeflion  of  Kine  ff'tlUam 
III.  as  Prince  pf  Qnangc  i  and  have  taken  Notice  of  the  Dif- 
pute  'occaConed  ,|v  the  Will  of  that  Monarch,  in  favour  of 
his  Coufm  the  Prince  o(  Naffau  Frizej  which  fubflfted  for 
many  Years;   aiMJ  for  terminating  of  which,   a  Negotiation 
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<Ad  iP'aniily  of  CTjahns  in  France^  are  jdelded  to  his  ^Prujfmk 
BAjcfty,  and  all  Ceffions  thereof  by,  him  to  the  King  of 
Pranciy  by  the  Treaty  iigncd  at  Vtrtcht^  the  firft  oiJuguft  17139 
are  confirmed  by  the  Prince  of  NaJJau  Friezit. 

It  is  agreed  that  his  Hi^|^lefi  f^Jl  take  the  Ude  and 
Arms  of  Xhangiy  but  without  Ptqudice  to  the  Royal  Houfe 
of  Prtiffia^  by  whom  the  Title  and  Arms  of  that  Princitialtqf 
tre  likewife  to  be  born.  His  Pruffian  Maiefty  iiOas  by  thi9 
Treaty  to  have  for  himfelf^  his  Hem  and  Sucteflbrs,  as  his 
Share  of  the  Succeffion  beforementioned,  the  Principality  of 
JlHturii  the  County  of  Lingeni  the  DiftriA  of  Montfm^  the 
Lbrdfliip  of  upper  and  lower  Swaltrwe^  the  Lordfhips  of  Nalt^ 
wickf  Hunifriandy  WatmngiHy  Orangt-Poldir^  arid  s*6rdve- 
fimi^  the  Cufloms  of  Gemep^  tfie  Barony  of  Herfial  entire^ 
the  Lorlhip  of  Turnhm^  the  Houfe  at  the  HagUe  called  the 
OU  Courts  and  the  Houfe  <Jf  HanJIaardyck. 

All  the  reft  of  the  Succeffion  was  left  t6  the  Prince  of 
Ormngij  who  charged  hinifeif  with  all  the  Debts  of  the  Family  ; 
and  adl  the  Penfions  payable  to  certain  Perfons  therein  rhdntion  d^ 
and  all  the  Demands  qf  the  Houfe  of  Orangi  on  the  Crown  of 
Spain^  for  an  annual  Penfion  of  fifty  thoimmd  Florins,  as  Well 
as  a  Debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  Crowns^  are 
affimed  to  the  Prince,  with  the  King's  Promife  to  aifift  him 
wi£  his  Intereft  ^t  that  Courts  to  procure  a  Satisfaction  for 
'  them.  This  definitive  Treaty,  by  which  an  End  was  put  to 
a  very  perplexed  and  trouUefome  Afiair,  was  ratified  hf  his 
Pnffim  Majefly  on  the  thirtieth  of  Maj^  by  the  PjClnce  of 
Ormt  on  me  thirtiedi  of  ywu  following ;  and  foon  after 
notified  to  ^ir  Hieh  Mi^tinefles  the  Statei  Gttural^  who 
had  chai^ged  tbemfi^es  widi  the  Adminifbation  of  the  iaid 
Succeffion^  in  due  form* 

Hie  befire  his  Prkjpan  Majefly  had  to  prcferre  the  Peace 
«>f  his  Dominions^  ana  to  avoid,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  tak- 
ing any  Share  indiatever  in  the  Difturbances  of  Europe^  in- 
duced him  to  aA  with  great  Caution  and  Referve  when  a 
War  btoke  out  between  his  hte  Imperial  Majefty  0)arks  VI. 
and  die  Kings  of  Frtma  and  Spam^  in  Reference  to  the 
Ekdion  of  mt  Kine  of  PQknuk  There  is  no  doubt,  that 
both  the  Houfes  of  Mftria  and  Bourhom  were  extremely  pref* 
ling  in  their  Xnfbnces  to  his  PruJKan  Majefty  tb  enter  into 
this  Difpute^  by  which,  in  all  Probability^^  the  Scale  muft 
have  turned  either  Way,  according  to  his  Pleafure ;  fmce  it 
was  very  apparent,  that  if  the  ElcAion  of  King  Staniflma  had 
bcoi  immediatelv  fupported  by  a  tokraUe  Force,  the  Affix- 
tions  of  the  Pm  wouU  have  (hewn  diemfelvcs  much  mace 
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eife£hially  dian  thejr  did ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  it  ii  IM| 
Ids  evident,  that  if  the  King  of  Pruffia  had  dechred  ibftn 
lutely  on  the  other  Side,  the  Party  for  King  Stanijkms  coutt 
not  have  made  any  Refiftance  at  all,  but  muft  have  fiiboiit«^ 
tod  immediately. 

But  no  Intreaties  could  prevaul  upon  that  wife  Monaxcb  to 
a&  on  eithcf  Side  in  this  DMpule,  by  which^  no  doidity  be  wit 
a  very  coitTiderable  Gainer*  It  is  true»  that  tho'  he  did  not  give 
King  Stardttans  any  Affiftance  in  fiipport  of  his  Pretenfionsiryee 
after  tibe  Kuin  of  his  Afiairs,  and  the  dofe  Siege  of  die  Cuf- 
o£DatasttcJkf  he  fuSered  that  Prince  to  take  Shelter  in  hu  Do^ 
minioi^  where  he  was  treated  with  all  the  RelpeS  due  to 
a  crown'd  Head  i  and  with  die  Remittances  he  received  bom 
FrofUi  kept  up  a  &eat  Court,  and  Uved  at  a  vaft  Expence^ 
which  was  or  conmerable  Ufe  ki  that  Part  of  his  Pruffiam 
Majeft/s  Dominions..  There  were  many  People,  who  tront 
their  Attachnient  to  -  tii^  Houle  of  Aufiriuf  treated  this  Cooduft 
of  his  asimworthy  of  a  King,  and  inconfiflent  with  hisOin 
ligations  to  the  Empenoir  ^  but  fitch  were  certainly  too  hafty^ 
and  had  not  fufficiently  refleded,^  that  the  Obligatioas  of  a 
Prinee  to  his  Sub|e£b  are  infinitely  fiipetior  to  diofe  he 
contra^  with  his  Allies  ^  and  tfkat  with  re(pe£l:  to  the  Safety 
of  his  Dominions,  and  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Crown  cli 
PruffuTyht  was  not  at  all  bound  to  interfere  fiuther  than  by  good 
Ofiiccs  in  this  DUpute^  fo  that  the  Meaftiies  he  took  aa  a 
Sovereign  and  independent  Prince  were  certainly  rij^t.  As 
to  the  Ei^agements  he  was  under^  as  Member  of  tbe^mpirey 
they  were  fo  pundhiaUv  complied  wkh,  that  his  Imperial  Ma^ 
jefty  himfelf,  had  no  Reafon  to  c^mpkin. 

The  fame  Method  in  refpe£l  to  all  other  Afiurs  his  Majeftjr 
of  Prujta  conftantly  purfued,  (hewing  himielf  alike  piepamt 
for  War  and  inclined  to  Peace  :  for  tno*  he  made  his  Troops 
his  Delight,  and  led  all  his  Days  rather  a  Militaiy  than  a- 
Court  Likj,  yet  this  was  more  with  a  Vieyv  to  &ve  Expence^ 
to  keep  his  Troops  in  Motion^  and  to  maintain  find  Difci-r 
pfine,  than  with  any  Thoudits  of  diftreffing  or  difhirbing  his 
Nei^bours.  In  the  latter  Years  of  his  Life  the  King  wa» 
dropfical^  and  in  a  yery  bad  State  of  Health  ;  fo  that  he  waa 
frequently  thought  near  his  £nd»  and  vet  recovered. 

At  laft  he  was  carried  off  by  a  ihort  lUnefs^  on  the  tsft 
of  J/^,  1740,  in  the  sad  Year  of  his  Aee;  and  tho'  like 
other  Princes,  he  had  his  Failings  and  Faults ;  among  which 
the  Love  of  Money,  and  draining  it  by  various  unpopular 
Methods  out  of  thcPur&s  of  his  Subjedb  was  the  chief  ^et  in 
refpcft  to  his  great  Regard  for  Juftke,  his  prudent  CEcono- 

my. 
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MjS  A^  Fnigalitf,  and  cafincfi  of  Accdt,  he  was  BMidi 
eajamrnrlrd  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  genenl  Maxims  of  his 
Miticks,  they  are  like  .to  do  more  Q-edit  to  his  Memory, 
iku  they  acquired  him  Glory  while  livine. 

This  Monarch  efpoufed  in  his  Fathei:^s  Life-time  the  Princeft 

aUa  D9f&A$g  ofHamwry  Sifter  to  hb  prdbit  Britanmck 
i[efty>  who  was  bom  the  i6th  ii  Mmrcb  1687,  and  is  now 
<XKen  Dowaeer  of  Prujjm^  by  whom  he  kft  a  numerous 
mxc ; .  vhu  (MtrUt^Fredirick  his  Succeflbr,  Wil&am^Atmifha 
Ariace  Royal  of  Prmfjia^  bom  Auguft  9th  1722,  who  dbouf^ 
«d  te  Princefi  Lomfa-AmeUa  of  Brunfivici  WUfmAMUj  by 
wluMn  he  has  aheady  two  Sons;  Frnlmck'Hinry  Prince  of 
FndEa^  bora  January  8th  1726;  Augujha-Ftrd&iand  Prince 
of  Pragia^  born  May  a3d  1730  \  Pnamca'AugiiJIa  Prinocfi 
R^rsl  of  Pruffiaj  bora  the  3d  of  TW^  1709  ^  ^  ^'^  <^ 
the  20th  xsliNvombtr  1731,  apoufea  the  Hereditary  Prince  of 
Bnmdattargb  Bareith  i  Fnikrica^Louifa  PrinceA  of  Pruffia^ 
bom  Stpttmhir  T&th  1714)  who  oa  the  30th  of  May  1729* 
^poufed  the  hiaifpiyt  oif  AffAadf  i  DuntbM^Sfpbia  Princeft 
ta  Pruffia^  bora  the  26th  of /iiiMiyy  1719^  and  married  the 
lOdi  of  N§VinAir  I7U»  to  the  Mi^rave  Freimck^lFUr 
Boat,  of  Sdnvedi  lim^AJhrica  Princeb  of  Pruffia^  bom 
jhril%^  ijTjOy  who  on  July  17  th  1744,  tnamtd  AJ$^lms^ 
Fnimdt  Duke  of  HMm-Butin^  doOed  Succeflbr  to  die 
OrtRwn  rf  Sweden  $  Jhma^AmiEa  Princeb  of  Pruffia^  bom 
Newemier  oth  1723)  and  who  remains  ftill  unmarried. 

CbarUt'Frederieij  the  prefent  King  of  Pr»^  and  EleAot 
of  BranJenhirgij  was  bom  Jamuny  24th  1712,  and  confe* 
ouendhr  was  in  the  2^th  Year  of  his  Age  when  he  mounted 
toe  Throne }  and  in  his  Father's  Life-time  efpoufed  the  Prinoeis 
ESzakeUhCbr^ina  of  Brunfwui  fVo^emhittli^  bora  Nauem^ 
ier  8th  1715.  He  b^^  his  Reign  with  an  A£t  of  the 
ncattft  Geneiofity  $  for  wereas  it  was  publickly  known  that 
ms  Marriage  was  a  pure  A&  of  Obedience  to  his  Father, 
abfelitfely  againft  his  own  Confent^  and  therefore  never  con-* 
fummalfidt  every  body  expafied  dsat  his  firft  Care  would 
have  hem  to  have  taken  the  Opinion  of  fome  of  the  Proteftant 
Uiiivcrfties  in  Gemua^y  in  order  to  have  got  it  diflblved. 

But  when  that  Prinoeis,  in  Company  with  the  Qi^een- 
Dowiger,  came  to  compliment  him  upon  his  Acceffion,  he 
addrefed  her  in  the  following  Terms.  Ton  are  fenfibby  Ma^ 
damy  that  juar  Ucmmng  Pnncejs  Ryal  was  contrary  U  mf 
Imdumtim ;  iui  having  Aferve4  the  AndaUinefs  of  yow  Beha^ 
viforj  and  the  Regard  that  you  have  Jbewnfor  my  Per/on^  I  Jmd. 
m/filf  undfT  a  N^ceffity  of  mating  you  JmteiMe  Returns  i   mi 
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'now  therefbre  that  I  am  a  King^  lacknmkdgi  you  fur' mf 
.^uem^Ctfnfirt^  and  the  lawfid  Partner  of  my  "fhrom  ami  BeA 
It '  is  impoffibte  to  cxprefs  the  Surprize  and  Jc^  of  the 
whole  Court  upon  this  Declaration,  a  Declaration  which  every 
body  defired  but  no  body  expefied ;  and  which  gave  the 
greateft  Hopes  of  a  Rei^  that  opened  with  fo  exdnonlinaiy 
a  Mark  of  Juftice^  TenAjrncfs,  and  Gencrofity- 

The  very  dawning  of  this  young  Monardi's  Government, 
drew  the  Attention  of  ail  Europe,  and  gave  his  Neighbours  very 
juft  Ideas  of  what  might  be  cxpcded  in  the  Progrels  of  it. 
He  had  been  but  indifferently  treated  in  his  Father's  Lifi^ 
time ;  and  there  were  many  who  dreaded  his  Refentments ; 
but  he  puniflied  no  body  except  the  Counfellor  Eciardy  whom 
he  ordered  to  depiut  hts  Dominions,  becaufe  he  had  been  a 
great  Devifcr  of  raxes,  and  the  principal Inftrumeni  of  the 
late  King  in  laying  Burthens  upon  hisSubjeds;  fo  that  in  his 
Manner  of  treating  him,  the  new  Monarch  (hewed  that  he 
could  avenge  die  Wrongs  done  to  his  People,  tho*  he  was  at  the 
fame  Time  patrent  un&r  his  own.  He  was  no  footier  foC- 
feiTed  of  the  Crown,  than  he  declared  himfelf  a  Protcdor  of 
Learning ;  and  by  a  Letter  written  with  his  own  Hand  in- 
vited the  famous  Mr.  Maupertnis  from  Paris,  to  take  4ipon 
him  the  DtreAion  of  the  Academy  of  Berlin^  or,,  as  the  King 
himfelf  elegantly  exprcfled  it,  to  graft  Ae  Slips  of  tnifr  Sci- 
ence on  the  wild  Stocks  in  the  North. 

But  I  forget  the  proper  Bufmeft  of  this  Article,  vAxWt  I 
pretend  to  draw  the  Pi£hirc  of  a  Prince,  whofe  great  Qualities 
arc  fo  numerous,  that  they  would  require  more  Room  than  I 
have  left,  fhould  I  attempt  their  Dcfcription.  I  will  content 
myfelf  therefore  with  a  bare  Detail  of  the  principal  Fa£k  of 
his  Adminiftration,  that  I  may  keep  within  dtte  Bounds. 

In  the  Account  which  has  been  given  of  his  Father's  Reign, 
it  has  been  (hewn,  that  tho'  he  took  care  to  put  bis  Army 
on  a  better  Foot  than  any  of  hk  Predeceilbrs,  yet  he  wa» 
rcry  for  from  being  inclined  to  War,  which  probably  arofe 
ifom  the  Circumftanccs  of  the  Afiairs  of  Europe  in  hb  Time ; 
btit  whatever  his  Motives  were,  moft  certain  it  is,  that  he 
vas  rather  carefiit  in  afcertainiiig  his  Rights,  than  in  aflbit- 
ing  them^  as  appears  from  his  fitSering  the  Bifhop  and  Prince 
f >t'  Liege  to  continue  in  the  Poflcffion  of  the  Barony  of  /&r- 
Jialiy  which  had  been  yielded  to  the  King  as  a  Part  of  the 
Succefllon  of  the  late  King  JVilliam,  and  offering  to  compro- 
/nife  his  Difputc  with  that  Prdatc  for  100,000  I*lorinsy  which 
however  he  could  not  obtain. 

But 
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■  But  upon  the  new  King^s  coming  to  the  PolIcflhHi  of  Iiis 
Dnminions,  and  going  to  receive  the  Homage  of  the  Dudiy 
xHGIevtty  he  dcmandod  the  fame  of  the  Inhabitants  diHerJlaU^ 
*ho  pofitivdy  rcfiis'd  it,  alledging  diat  they  were,  and  hai 
keen  always  Suhje£ls  to  the  Prince  of  Lifge.  The  King,  to 
ic%t-this  Dxfpute  fliort,  fent  a  Body  of  his  Forces  into  that 
fiifhoprick,  who  took  Poffeflion  oi  Mafcyh^  and  who  declared 
ttiey -ha^  their  Maftcr's  Orders  to  live  at  I^ifcretion,  till  he  had 
-)t^tt^etiP€d  Sati>fadion  for  his  Baronv  of  HerJlalL  It  was  on 
the  X4ih  of  SeptnrAer  1740,  that  the  Pri//^^;f  Troops  entered 
Ms  Territories,  upon  which  the  Bifhop  of  Liege  publifhed  a 
to4g--Manifeftoi,  fetdng  forth  the  great  Injury  that  had  been 
IfeMi^'to  liitn^  but  confefiing  at  the  Ck)rc,  that  the  Price  fet 
b^^titte^'faiteKing  oi Prujfia  waa  very  modcmte^  and  that  he 
^Md 'oflfered  t6  pay  him  Interefl:  for  tint  Sum  at  the  Rate 
rf  Poiir  fir  Cent,  which  in  his  own  Opinion  was  better 
^uuA^ifiy  much  ready  Money. 

He  remonftratcd  at  the  fame  Time-to  thcCourte  of /'/^w/a 
Wd^/Wif ;  but  while  he  was  thus  hla^y  in  drawing  Mcnio- 
fiahy^'and  making  Complaints,    the  Prujftun  7Voops  Hvcd  at 
'DilcreCion  ;  fo  that  at  Lift  iie  was  forced  to  fend  two  Deputies 
-■  t6  JBerUn^  to  put  an  Knd  to  this  Difpute,  who  were  obliged 
:w  -tonfent  that  kis  Pruffian  Miijdtv  fhould  receive  200,000 
Florins  fiw  his  Prctenfions  up(»n  ilajhll\  and  this  Money 
heiin^paid  on  the  2;^d  oiO^oler  in  the  Evening,  thc-P;/^- 
ySifif  Forces  evacuated  Mafeyk  the  next  Morning.     Thus,  ac- 
cording to  his  new  Method^  die  King  ended  this  Controverfy 
wkhdut  a  Lawiiiit. 

■'It  was  not  only  with  the  Bifliop  t^  Liege  that  his  Majcfty 

'had  Difputes ;  for  about  the  lame  time  the  Duke  de  Chevreufe^  and 

Che  Marquis  Je  Nejk  fet  up  their  refpedlive  Qaims  to  the  Prin- 

■  tipofity  of  Neufchately  asainft  what  they  were  pleafed  to  call 

«lhe'King  of  Pnir/xf/r's  Ufurpation;  and  the  former  fent  an  Ad- 

^oone  Sf  the  nrliamcnt  of  Petris^  the  latter  two  Advocates 

ef  die  Parliament  tjS  Befenfon^  to  aflcrt  their  Claims;  but  the 

Governor  of  Neitfchatel  decided  the  Matter  prefently,  by  di- 

'  feAing  that  they  mould  all  quit  the  Principality  in  twent}'-four 

H(Mm,-on  Pain  of  being  treated  as  Criminals.    This,  how- 

iBWr,  was  but  a  Prelude  to  the  great  Stroke  of  all,  by  which 

lll^Majefty  added  die  rich  and^«)itful  Country  of  Sile^  to 

Ms  Dominions;   which,  inafmuch  as  it  has  been  coniidered* 

-aft  theOccafion  of  the  late  general  War ;    the  Reader  will 

tery  naturally  cxpe6l  that  we  fliould  be  a  litde  more  particular 

in  the  Account  of  this  Tranfadion, 

^  -,         K  3  W^ 
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We  hsve  steady  Ihewn  that  the  Houfe  of  BrmidenimgB 
had  a  very  fair  Title  to  the  Principality  of  y^^rmlarf^  and 
other  Territories  in  that  Country,  which  the  Emperor  not* 
withflanding  united  to  the  Kingaom  of  B^bermai  but  as  the 
£ie£br  {tilT  kept  up  his  Claim^  and  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  had 
great  Need  of  his  Affifiance^  it  was  found  n^cefiary  to  give 
mm  fome  Satis&didn  \  and  accordingly  a  Treaty  was  ieC  on 
Foot  at  Btrlin  in  x686,  ^dieieby  it  v^as  ftipulated,  Aat  the 
Eledor  fhould  renounce  the  Pretoifions  of  his  Houfe  to  die 
Principalities  cijagemdorf^  Ligmtz^  BrUg^  and  tfiknt^  upon 
C<UKiition  that  ttie  Emperor  inould  yield  to  the  EkQor  the 
Territory  of  Sdnviius.  The  Baron  iU  Frjtag^  who  nMnayil 
this  Negotiation  for  the  G>urt  of  Vienna^  widi  die  EbSe^ 
FtedirickU.  fet  on  foot  at  the  fame  Time  another  **kyyH^inff 
Treaty  with  the  Elc£bnd  Prince  Fredericty  who  was  after* 
wards  FnJmek  UL  Eledor  oi  Brandmburgh^  tho*  he  is  gene* 
rally  called  Fredmck  I.  becaufe  he  was  the  firft  King  of 
Prkfsia. 

The  Nature  of  this  fecret  Negotiation  was  very  dark ;  for 
there  were  fome  Family  Difoutes,  in  which  the  Emperor 
threatned  to  take  Part  agaunft  the  Prince,  if^  at  the  fame 
Time  his  Father  fubfcribed  the  Treaty  before  mentioned^  he 
did  not  fubfcribe  an  Obligation  to  give  up^  as  foon  it  as  it 
ibould  be  in.  his  Power,  the  Territory  of  Schwiha  for  a  fmall 
Sum  of  Money.  Accordingly  when  he  became  £le£br  of 
Brandenburgh  die  Money  was  oiFered,  and  the  Territory  de- 
manded ;  but  all  the  Counfellors  of  the  new  Eledlor  aidvifed 
him  not  to  part  with  it,  as  he  had  been  compelled  to  make  diis 
Agreement,  which  in  its  own  Nature  therefore  was  void ;  but 
the  Emperor  Lispold  m!ES&T%  upon  it,  and  threatning  to  ufe. 
Force,  he  yielded  up  the  'l^rritonr,  but  refufod  to  cbnfim\ 
the  Renunciation  made  by  his  Fatner  of  his  former  Rights. 
Upon  this  Occafion  he  expreiled  himfelf  to  his  Miniilefs  in 
thefe  Words :  «'  I  (hall  yield  die  Territory  of  Scbmhus ;  it 
^^  becomes  me  to  be  as  gpod  as  my  Word ;  I  muft  and  I 
<<  will.  As  to  proiecuting  my  Rights  to  SiUfia^  I  leave  that 
*<  to  the  Care  of  my  Pofterity,  whofe  Hands  I  cannot,  I  will 
^<  not  bind  under  my  prefent  Circumibnces,  when  it  is  neoeT- 
<<  fary  for  me  to  put  up  with  the  InjufHce.  ff  Providence 
**  and  Time  don't  fufier  the  Thing  to  take  anodier  Tiun,^ 
*'  the  only  Way  is  to  be  quiet;  h^  if  God  orders  it  other- 
<<  wife,  my  Defendants  will  know  what  they  have  to  do." 

Thus  the  Reader  fees  in  few  Words  the  Nature  of  the 
King  of  Prv/riVs  Qaim ;  he  reprefented  both  FniiriA  IL 
imd  Fuicria  Jik  Qonfequendy  the  Rights  of  both  vrae  in 
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li!m^  and  as  fhe  HodI  6(  Auftria  had  taken  aUray  (be  £(|iii- 
Vaknt,  he  conceived  he  had  a  jud  Title  to  the  Territories 
Ibiimeriy  in  d)e  PoflSsfion  of  his  Family,  t^rz.  the  PrinclpaUty 
of  Jagemdorff '  and  other  Countries,  of  which  he  reiolved 
immediately  to  take  Pofleffion*  He  had  two  Reafons  for  ^- 
ing  in  this  Manner,  without  any  previous  Declarations  made 
to  the  Court  of  Vienna^  the  fiitt  was,  -that  the  Male  Line 
of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  being  cxtinfi,  suid  the  Power  of  that 
Faniily  diereby  wrakened,  he  thott^t  this  a'iavourable  Oppor- 
tunity of  doing  himfelf  Juftice;  and  that  he  (hould  be  want- 
In^  to  hrmfelf  and  hisPofterinr,  or  Succeflfors,  if  he  neeleft- 
xd  It;  His  iecond,  diat  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  and  the  Ki^ng 
'i6f  ^pain  forming  Pretenfions  upon  the  Emperor's  Succeflion, 
Tic  was  defirons  of  reconciling  his  "View  of  doing  himfclf  Ju- 
^ce  to  the  Inclination  he  hadof  aflifting  Marw  ^ujerefa.  Queen 
,pf  Kmgary^  in  maintaining  her  Rights  to  her  Father's  Domi- 
nions, s^irceable  to  the  Praguiatk  San£Hon. 

At  the  fame  time  therdFore  that  he  ordered  his  Troops  io 
inarch  into  Sikjia^  wMch  was  in  December  1740,  he  declared 
to' the  Court  oi  Vienna j  that  notwithftanding  this  Step' he 
INras  diibofed  to  promote  the  £le£Hon  of  the  Duke  of  Lvrram 
to  die 'Imperial  Dignity;  that  he  was  willing  to  advance  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  two  Millions  of  Florins  ;  and  that  he  was 
ready  to  employ  all  his  Forces  in  defending  her  Dominions 
ajtounft  all  her  Competitors.  But  thefe  IVo^tions'  were  ab- 
iQutdy  rejefbd,  upon  which  a  War  enfised.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
fiaVd,  dut  in  this  Article  I  am  ftadng  the  Claims,  Preten- 
fions, and  Meafuies  of  his  Prujfian  M^efty,  as  Matters  of 
Fa£l^  and  am  very  far  from  taking  upon  me  to  decide  whether 
Che  former  were  well  or  ill  founded,  aAd  confcquendv  whe- 
Aer  the  Utter  were  right  or  wrong;  but  thus  much  I  think  I 
nmbe  aOowed  to  &y,  diat  if  the  Court  of  Vienna  had  accept- 
ed his  Propioial,  the  War  in  Germany  had  been  prevented,-  and 
Ac  Emprcfi  Queen  had  not  yielded  more  to  die  King  of  Pri^ 
Jia  dian  he  is  polTefled  of  at  preftnt,  after  all  the  Blood  and 
Treafure  diat  has  been  fpent  on  bodi  Sides  in  this  bxA  Quar« 
rd. 

His  PrrMan  Majefly  carried  Us  Point  in  the  firft  Infbnce, 
Ifaat  is  to  fay,  he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  SHefia  without  mudi 
Oppdidoh,  and  Ae  Aujhiam  having  mardied  a  ff^at  Army 
into  that  Country,  under  die  Command  of  Fidd-Marihal 
Count  Niitferg^  in  the  Spinning  of  the  nwct  Spring  bis 
Frujpan  Majeffy  give  that  Army  Batde  on  die  lodi  of  Afril 
1741,  at  MahuitZj   in  vdiich,    dio*  widi  great  Efiufion   of 

Stood,  he  gtincd  die  Viftoiy^    In  die  fiiccwding  Year  haviM 
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Qiaichcd  to  0ie  ASHkuiet  of  hb  AJim  Ae  FnnA^  Bavan^m^, 
ahd  SdxMij  into  Bahimia^  ^dter  being  baiiely  defcrted  by  then)*, 
he  on  the  twenty-lteurth  of  Aiiy  1742,  foug^it  the  £unou& 
^ttle  of  Czajlaws  in  which  he  sdio  daiiped  the  ViSbarf  \  hoc 
botli  Parties  being  now  weary  of  the  War,  ^  Tfcatj  or  Peace 
was  negotiated  between  his  Majefty  on  the  one  Part,  and  the 
Queen  of  Hungary  on  the  other,  whidi  was  concluded  and 
i^ned  on  the  cleveptji  of  June^  at  Bnjlaw  in  SiLifia  \  by. 
which  the  greateft  part  of  dut  Dutchv^  and  die  wholie'Couiw 
ty  of  Gktx  were  yielded  to  his  Majefryr^ 

But  this  did  not  hinder  t)im  from  entering  into  the  League 
of  Frankfort^  in  fupiwit  pf  the  Einperor  Charles  VU*  in 
Conlequence  of  which,  he  ii}vaded  Babemlay  and  took  the 
City  of  Pragui  on  the  fitth  oi  September  1744*  which  ob- 
liged Prince  Charles  of  Lnmain  to  inarch  from  die  Rhssu  to 
the  Elbe^  with  the  Auftrkm  Army }  upon  whofe  Approach,  his 
PrujjiuK  ?vlaicfty  retired  with  his  Forces  towards  SiUfia^  but 
Prince  Charh  preifing  hard  upon  him  in  liis  Hetreat,  a  Battle 
einfued  at  Friealcrg  on  the  fourth  of  June  1^45)  in  which  hi« 
Prujpan  Majefty  gained  a  clear  and  comjdeat  Vi£fa>iv«  It  was 
believed  that  this  AAion  would  have  made  an  End  of  the 
vV.  r ;  but  the  Aujhrians^  who  were  now  joined  by  the  &ixi0ir j» 
.nnd  Jud  rbnncd  gre»t  Views  of  diftreffine  the  King  of  Pruffiai 
*  nr.ti/iircd  their  i Military  Operations  with  the  utmoft  Vigour; 
.md  o".  tJie  thirtieth  ot  September^  by  a  forced  March,  lurpri- 
zc!  rh?t  Prince  near  Stademx^  and  plundered  his  Baggage; 
but  by  liic  erc^-t  Military  Siciil  and  ini.aiitable  Prudence  of  the 
King,  his  iVoGos  wjVe  foon  brought  into  order,  the  Batde  re- 
newed, and  a  complent  Vidory  gained. 

Yet  ftili  die  Aujirians  perulted  in  continuing  the  War, 
prefuming  on  the  March  of  a  great  Body  of  Ruffian  Auxili- 
aries,- which  it  was  fuppofcd  would  have  marched  through  Po^ 
land  into  his  Territories.  But  his  Pni/^ir?;!  Majefty  took  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Scafon,  and  while  his  Enemies  were  pleafing 
thcmfelves  with  the  Hopes  of  invading  and  ruining  his  Coun- 
try^ the  old  i'rince  of  Aphab  Djtffau  with  a  Prujjjian  Army  en- 
tered theirs,  l^he  Ring  of  P'cTand  was  obliged  to  abandon 
^is  Hereditary  Dominions,  and  to  retire  to  the  Frontiers  of 
Bohemia  for  Safety.  Letpfick  opened  her  Gates  to  the  Conque* 
ror,  and  though  a  numerous .  Army  of  Saxmu  and  Aufiriant 
iivtcrpofcd  to  preferve  Drefdtn^  yet  on  the  fourth  Day  of  D#- 
cemher  1745,  they  were  totally  defeated  by  the  Prince  of  Anbak 
Deffau^  with  half  their  Niunber  of  P ruffian  Troops, 

The  King  entered  Drefden  in  Trium[^,  and  having  over* 
come  all  his  Enemiesy.  on  die  fourteenth  of  die  fiune  Month 

over^ 
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pfmcame  his  Paffions  indk^efentmenty-and  in  die  full  WarmiEi. 
OJF:  Vifbry  gave  tlicm  a  fair  and  equitable  Peacer.  By  whicli 
^kfia  was  again  yielded  to  him ;  tlie.5eurtfirx  gave  him  one 
Million  of  Crowns  :fbr  the  Expcnce  of  die  War  \  his  Majeftj- 
acknowledged  the  Emperor,  guarantied  the  Dominions  of  the 
'Kmprds  Qiieein^  and  included  his  Ally  the  Klector  Palatine  ia 
the  fame  l^reaty,.  which  was .  negotiated  under  the  Mediation 
of  his  Britanmek  Majefty,  and  pnce  more  fettled  the  Tzan? 
qitillity  of  Germany. 

The  Interefls  of  this  Monarch,  if  they  were  to  he  confi- 
deredathu'ge,  wo^lId  require  a  confiderable  Treatife;  but  we 
biall'  reduce  diem  into  a  narrow  Compafs,  and  trrat  of  them 
with  88  much  Perfpicuity  as  we.  can.  in  Quality  of  King  of 
Pruffiaj  he  is  one  of  the  greated' Powers  in  the  North;  and 
dierefore  it  is  his  Intcrcfl  to  fee  the  Balance  of  Power  in  that 
Part  of  Eurepe  kept  cxa£Uy  even;  with  this  View,  there  is 
po  doubt,  that  he  will  have  a  conftant  Eye  to  the  Meafures 
^nsfacA  hy  SwedmznADenmarky  pay  ftill  more  Attention  to 
the  Behaviour  of  Poland^  and  be  moft  ailiduoufly  watdiful  of 
the  incrcafiQg  Power  of  Ruffia.  Upon  his  I)iligcnce  and 
Succds  in  thofe  Points,  the  Security,  Welfare  and  Grandeur 
pf  his  own  State  will  depend. 

How  far  it  is  poffible  to  manage  all  thcfe  with  fuch  Addrefi 
as  to  draw  fome  Advantages  from  feveral  of  thofc  Powers,  and 
f o  be  in  no  Danger  from  any  of  them,  may  beft  be  known 
by  confidering  the  Pra£^ice  of  the  prefent  King,  who  has  ac- 
tually carried  this  Scheme  into  Execution  in  the  moft  difficult 
Conjun<Shire.  The  late  Revolution  in  Ruffia  chang^  the 
whole  Syftem  of  his  Aflairs  with  refpc£b  to  that  Empire ;  in- 
fieadof  a  dofe  Conjundlion,  it  brought  about  a  Divifion  of 
Interefts,  and  from  an  indmiate  Union,  created  a  diflant  Civi- 
lity intermixed  with  fome  D^rccs  of  Jcaloufy,  fo  much  hard-» 
cr  to  be  removed  becaufe  thev  were  natural,  derived  from  hi» 
clofe  Alliance  with  the  excluded  Family.  The  Power  of 
RujSa  alfo  was  vaftly  increafed.  By  the  Election  of  the  Sue- 
cdSor  of  the'Crown  of  Sweden^  that  Kingdom  came  in  fome 
(neafure  to  depend  upon  her :  Denmark  was  aVd  by  ber  fupe* 
rior  Force,  and  by  die  old  Differences  between  diat  Roi^ 
Family  ai&i  the  Houfe  of  HoIftem\  while  Poland  was  finnlf - 
tied,  as  weU  by  the  Intereft  of  the  reigning  Prince,  as  by  a. 
long  and  uninterrupted  Alliance.' 

.  But  die  admirable  Policy  of  the  Prtiffian  Monarch  has  got. 
the  better  of  all  thefe  Cohncdions.  fiy  marrying  his  Sifler  to 
the  Succeflbr  of  Sweden^  he  gain'd  ah  Intereft  in  that  Coun- 
try, which  is  daily  increafing.     Denmark  ia  bound  to  livie 
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upon  «x«l  Temu  widi  him  as  a  Neighbour,  at  the  (ame  time 
tliat  me  needs  his  Affiftance  is  an  AUv.  He  has  always  kept 
a  good  Correfpondence  with  the  Repuhlick ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  their  late  Quarrel,  has  now  as  good  a  Correfpondence 
with  the  King  of  Pdkndy  as  I  dare  prophefV  will  (hortly  ap- 
pear ;  fo  that  he  has  exafily  modelled  the  North  to  his  Mind : 
And  notwithftanding  die  vaft  Power  of  Ruffian  has  nothing  to 
fear  from  her  Jealoi^  and  ftill  lefs  to  apprehend  from  her  In- 
fluence ;  which  eafy  situation  of  his  on  this  Side,  is  entirely 
owing  to  his  own  great  Parts  as  a  Politician ;  and  muft^  to 
every  coinpetent  Ju(%e^  raife  his  Chara£ter,  in  that  reaped,  to 
the  greatelt  Hei^t. 

As  a  Prince  of  the  Empre,  he  plainly  confiders  himfidf  as 
^he  Guardian  of  the  Gemumick  ConlHtution  ;  and  as  he  ha 
all  Thin^  to  hope,  and  nothing  to  dread  from  the  Indepen- 
dency or  all  the  Memben  of  the  Empire,  he  has  vety  vfiSAy 
ihewn  as  warm  and  fleady  a  Concern  for  their  Rights  as  for 
his  own.  At  die  vexr  Banning  of  his  Reign  he  compro- 
mifed  the  Dilputes  wnich  had  fo  long  fubfiftcd  .between  his 
Family  and  the  Eleflpr  PeUtfine^  upon  very  equal  and  mode- 
rate Terms ;  he  embraced  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Houfe  of  Ba^ 
varia  when  it  was  neceflary  to  him  ;  and  he  gave  die  hig^iefl 
Proofs  of  hb  Fidelity  to  the  Interelb  of  that  Family,  when 
diev  flood  in  the  greatefl  Need  of  his  Friendfhipu 

In  a  Word,  he  has  lofl  no  Ally  in  the  EmfHre,  but  has 
QiinM  many ;  he  has  reflored  the  Credit  of  the  Diet  of  Ratify 
ton^  by  giving  Power  to  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  who  fond 
their  Miniflers  thither,  to  fpeak  their  true  Sentiments,  and  ex^ 
plain  themfelves  ftedy,  inflead  of  fubmitring  impRcitly  to  the 
Imperial  Decrees,  as  diey  were  wont  to  do.  In  (hort,  he  has 
£6  conduced  his  Afiairs,  as  to  be  univerMy  confidered  as  a 
German  fztriot  I  that  is,  as  one  refolved  to  maintain  the  Ef» 
fence  of  the  G^miTffiVi  ConfHtution,  and  to  preferve  die  Li*f 
berty  of  its  Members  from  all  interior  Influence,  as  wdl  as 
Foreign  Subje£Uon  |  and  what  Eflfefb  this  may  produce  Time 
win  declare. 

As  one  of  the  principal  Powers  of  Eur0p€j  the  prefent  King 
of  Prujia  feems  to  have  formed  to  himlof  a  Deugn  of  efb- 
blifhing  a  more  eflTefhial  Balance  than  has  been  Mtherto 
known,  in  Virtue  of  the  Increafe  of  his  own  Dominions, 
which  have  put  it  into  his  Hands.  This  Point  was  never  fuN 
ficiently  confidered  by  any  of  our  Politicians,  or  to  fpeak 
{flainly,  has  never  beoi  confidered  by  them  at  alL  The  Si- 
tuation of  Franci  enabled  her  formerly  to  preferVe  the  Ba- 
lance againS  the  Houle  of  Jtujilrki  die  SituadoU  of  bis  Sar-^ 
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tfSmif  Majeft/s  Dominiona^  enables  him  to  hold  the  Balance 
of  Itafyj  and  to  keep  it  even  between  the  Hoidb  of  Jujlrm 
and  Bmirhan  ;  but  with  refpe6l  to  the  King  of  Prufpa^  he  has 
three  Balances  in  his  Hands,  that  of  the  North,  that  of  G/r- 
mat/j  and  the  great  Balance  of  Power  agsiinft  France*       i 

It  is  very  true,  that  during  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  War, 
he  afied  in  Confederacy  with  Frana;  but,  as  we  have  (hewn 
before,  this  was  abfolutely  aeainft  his  WilL  If  the  Court  of 
Vierma  and  the  Allies  of  tinat  Court  had  not  confidcred  his 
£if)edition  into  Silefia  as  an  Infra£tion  of  the  Praematick 
Sanation,  in  which  Li^t  he  never  resuded  it  himlclf,  nor 
thought  it  would  be  r^arded  by  others  ;  he  had  certainly  taken 
the  contrary  Side,  as  having  no  Reafon  to  be  a  Friend  to 
Franci  longer  than  he  has  the  Houfe  of  Aulhria  for  an  Enemy. 
ne  ihew'd  in  bis  laft  Treaty  widi  the  King  of  Pghnd^  £1&- 
^r  of  Saxpf^j  a  true  2^  for  the  Protdfamt  Religion,  and 
widiout  Doubt  it,  IS  his  InterdK  to  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  dF 
the  Proteftants  xtijSermanj ;  and  he  is  too  dear-fighted  a  Prince 
not  to  iee  this. 

But  it  will  be  ,obje£ted,  that  fome  of  the  Admirers  of  the 
prdent  King  of  PruJEa  have  magnified  his  Power  to  a  De« 
gftt  much  h^nd  what  he  is  ever  like  to  acquire,  have  pr^ 
jniled  many  Things  far  him  which  he  is  never  likely  to  per- 
form, and  have  kept  fuch  a  Silence  in  reference  to  tne  Points 
lie  has  really  puriued,  as  might  induce  the  World  to  (afyoBt 
their  having  very  dark  Notions  of  that  Monarch's  Forces,  I»^ 
dinations  or  Interefts.  In  anfwer  to  this  I  muft  intreat  Ae 
Reader  to  ob&rve,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  mathemati-^ 
cal  Certainty  in  Diicouries  of  this  Nature  j  and  therefore 
dMfe  are  equally  in  Fault  who  pretend  magifterially  to  de- 
cide what  fuch  a  Prince  will  attempt,  or  what  he  may  be  able 
to  atchieve  \  and  thofe  who  on  die  other  hand  e^me^  that 
every  Thing  Ihould  £dl  out  exa^y  according  to  a  nan.  hid 
down  from  Conje£hires. 

But  ftill  this  Art  of  forefeeing  future  Events  from  prudendal- 
]y  applying  thi^  KnowldlgC  of  human  Nature,  the  Forces  of 
Gorvemment,  and  the  Lights  of  Experience,  ought  not  to  be 
defpiied^  Phyiiciaas  cannot  always  cure,  becaufe  they  canxiot 
ilwsys  form  a  right  Jud^nent  from  their  Acqusuntance  with 
the  human  Oecononr^,  and  their  SluII  in  difcerning  Symptoms 
^  the  Nature  of  DiuafiBs;  and  yet  none  but  Fools  di&anige 
the  Study  of  Phyfick^  or  decry  the  knowledge  of  Phyiiciaai,. 
Thne  is  no  Doubt  diat  Statefinen  derive  vaft  Advantag^  from 
lecret  Intelligences  but  it  ¥m  a  very  wife  Saying  of  LnmsXD/. 

tbat  b9  was  <iiv«b  left  14^  Pain  9^0^^  whtt  bis  fnemies  might 


t  H^  1 

fcam  by  tliis  Method,  than  from  the  Hints  they  iieceived  fhmf 
the  Duteb  Gazettes.  It  w  difficult  indeed,  but  not  impoffiUe, 
to  guard  againft  the  Effcdh  of  Influence  or  Money,  in  pene* 
trating  the  Tranfadlions  of  a  Cabinet ;  but  it  is  hx  more  diffi- 
cult, and  borders  more  dofely  upon  Impoflibility,  to  hinder 
ipcculativc  Politicians  from  prying  into  even  the  doieft  De- 
figns,  by  the  Knowledge  they  hzvt  of  Men  and  Thines.  T© 
be  convinced  of  this,  we  need  only  confider  what  nmguine 
Promifcs  were  made  by  the  StatcTmen  in  fome  Countries  be- 
fore the  opening  of  e^'ery  Campaign  during  the  laft  War,  mnd 
the  bold  JudCTients  palTed  by  undignified  Politicians,  that  few 
or  none  of  thofe  Promifes  would  ever  aAually  be  fulfilled. 

It  would  be  no  diiiicult  Thing  to  (hew  the  Reader,  that  the 
Rc\'ohitions  in  Ruffia^  in  Sweden^  and  in  HoHandj  were  fort^ 
fecn  and'  foretold  fortie  Years  before  they  happened ;  but  we 
will  confine  ouifclves  at  prefent  to  die  Points  immediatdy  be- 
fore US;-  And  tho'  all  the  World  allows  that  there  never  was  a 
Cabinet /nore  impenetrable  than  that  of  the  prefent  King  of 
PruJftOy  yet  we  mall  endeavour  to  {hew,  that  as  our  pajftCon- 
je£lures  have  not  been  altogether  vain,  fo  we  are  able  to  gueft 
at  what"  his  Politicks  may  produce  in  time  to  come.  We  were 
indined  to  think  diat  upon  the  Condufion  of  a  general  Peaces 
that  Monarch  might  have  been  induced  to  diange  his  Syftem^ 
but  upon  feeing  the  Peace  concluded  at  Atx  la  Chapme^  and 
confidering  the  Conduft  of  other  Powers,  we  are  dearly  oJF 
Opinion  Aat  Time  is  not  yet  come.  We  are  (atisfied  that 
the  Schemes  formed  for  abaung  or  drcimifcribing  the  Power 
of  this  Monarch  will  have  a  contrary  Effedj  and  that  inftead 
of  diminifhing,  there  is  the  higheft  Probability  that  they  will 
increafe  his  Power.  We  were  always  and  -are  fWl  of  Opinion; 
that  he  might  be  detached  from  Francty  and  that  he  will  never 
be  the  Dupe  of  France  y  but  we  fee  no  Ground  for  fqppofing 
that  proper  Mcaiures  have  been  taken  to  bring  about  the  for- 
mer, or  that  by  the  Stq)s  he  is  now  taking,  he  is  in  Danger 
of  falling  into  the  latter. 

He  has  great  Force??,  lam  Revenues,  a  Genius  capable  of 
condufling  both,  and  a  Moderation  Aat  will  reftrain  him 
from  Attempts  fuperior  to  thcfc.  He  knows  pcrfeSly  wefl  the 
Grandeur  of  the  Sovereign  muft  be  eftablifhed  upon  Ae  Wd- 
fare  of  the  Subie^t,  and  tfiis  has  exdted  him  to  Ihew  the  fame 
Regard  for  the 'Happinefs  of  his  People,  as  for  the  Extenfion 
of  nis  own  Power,  or  rather  -  has  induced  him  to  make  the 
latter  always -fubfervienf  to  the  former.  He  is  known  to  have 
an  Indinabon  to  become-  a  maritime  Power,  6r  which  is  die 
feme  Thing  in  odier  Words,  to  *«uiA)le'hisSul]je£b  to-  incieaife 

their 
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Vheir  Wealth  bv  their  Induftry,  through  the  Channels  of  fo- 
itien  Trade.  Now  tho'  there  are  many,  and  amongft  "diem 
pcCTiaps  fome  Statefinen,  who  treat  this  as  a  Chimera,  yet  we 
bold  the  dired  contrary,  and  are  inclined  to  think,  that  this 
Monarch  and  his  SuccefTors  wiU  adhially  carry  that  Point ;  and 
we  think  fo,  becaufe  there  is  no  great  Improbability  in  fuppo^ 
fii^g  that  they  niay  be  fome  time  or  other  Maflers  of  a  Sea  Coaft 
four  or  live  hundred  Miles  in  Extent.  It  would  require  more 
Timt  and  more  Room  than  we  have  at  prefent  to  beftow,  to 
endeavour  the  Explanation  of  this,-  fo  as  to  bring  it  withb  the 
Reach  of  every  Capacity :  but  whoever  will  confult  the  Maps, 
conHder  the  prefent  State  of  Things,  and  the  vaft  Improve- 
ments in  the  Power  of  an  abfolute  Monarch  to  make,  who 
knows  what  he  is  doing,  and  what  is  to  be  done  to  canry  a 
fiivourite  Point,  which  is  at  the  fame  Time  his  People's  Point 
as  well  as  his  own ;  I  (ay,  whoever  will  reflect  upon  theie 
Thin^  will  not  confider  what  we  have  advanced  as  a  viAo* 
aanr  Delufion. 

His  Views  might  certainly  have  been  altered,  his  Mcafures 
chang^  and  his  Defigns  otherways  diie£lcd  tiian  they  are. 
But  then  this  did  not  depend  entirely  upon  him,  there  muft 
have  been  a  Concurrence  in  other  Powers  to  have  brought  this 
about ;  for  to  manage  a  wife  Prince  true  to  his  own  Interefts, 
he  muft  be  (hewn,  that  thofe  who  defire  to  have  him  for  a  ^ 
Friend  and  Ally  have  no  Intention  to  reftraip,  no  Inclination 
to  defeat  the  Meafures  he  takes  for  that  Purpofe,  while  they 
are  not  deftru^ve  or  dangerous  to  themfelves.  To  manifeft 
a  DifJBofition  contraiy  to  this,  is  fufRcient  to  give  another  Biafi 
to  his  Councils^  and  when  we  fee  a  Prince  of  the  King  of 
Pruffiifs  Turn  continue  armed  at  an  immenfe  Expence,  we 
Biuft  conclude  that  he  has  fome  great  Enterprlze  in  View, 
which  whenever  Time  fhall  difdofe,  it  will  alfo  difcover  that 
he  took  proper  Meafures  for  carrying  that  Point,  whatever  it 
is,  which  thofe  Armaments  were  meant  to  com^iafs. 

1'he  Situation  of  his  Prujjian  Majefty's  Territories  b  fuch, 
as  obliges  him  for  Reafons  that  have  been  before  ailigned,  to 
have  a  conftant  Eye  to  the  ASSiirs  of  the  North,  where  no 
Power  vi^as  ever  predominant,  but  his  PredeceiTors  fufferod  for 
it^  and  their  Dominions  and  Eftates.  V^ith  refpedl  to  the 
Dukes  of  Cmrlandj  Uticj  have  been,  generall)r  fpeaking,  clofeljr 
alKed  lo  the  Houfe  of  BramUnJfurgb  by  Marriage,  which  ^$  it 
fliews  the  ancient  Conne£tion  of  their  Interefts,  difcovers  aUb 
the  Reafon  why  this  Prince  is  ftill  fo  attentive  to  the  Choice 
which  the  Courlanders  are  ihortly  to  make  of  a  new  Duke. 
The  P^ovingi  of  Samagftia  in  Pokndj  with  the  Dutchy  of 
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Cewrlani^  divide  the  Ducal  Prujfia  from  the  Territories  tJt  tht 
Czarina  $  and  therefore  in  the  pre&nt  State  of  Things*  it  i« 
but  natural  that  the  King  of  Pruffia  ihould  defire  to  iee  ch^. 
Hands  of  the  Polandirs  ftrengthened,  and  the  Inhabitants  <^ 
Courland  fet  entirely  free ;  becaufe  he  might  then  flatter  him"* 
fclf,  that  in  Cafe  at  any  Time  hereafter  the  Troubles  of  GiT'^ 
mam  ihould  revive^  his  Territories  would  be  iafe  from  any. 
fudcicn  Invafion  by  the  Pjiffians^  with  which  be  was  threaten- 
ed but  a  few  Years  ago,  when  his  Concerns  were  in  a  very 
critical  Pofture. 

It  is  alfo  verv  likely,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  annex  what 
the  Sxuidis  ftiU  retain  in  PHntrama^  to  the  reft  of  that  Country 
which  is  already  in  his  Pofleffion*  not  from  any  Jealouly  oif 
the  SwediSy  or  from  a  Defire  ;of  aggrandizing  lumfelf  at  the 
Expence  of  hb  Neighbours  and  /Ulies,  but  on  the  Score  of 
Convenience,  and  the  better  Connc^on  of  his  Eflates.  We 
may  from  thence  infer,  that  be  will  never  feek  to  procure  this 
in  anv  other  than  an  amicable  Way,  and  with  the  Confent  of 
the  Swedes^  in  Confideration  of  (ome  kind  of  Equivalent  or 
other.  It  may  be  thic^  Acquifition  is  ftill  at  a  great  Diflance^ 
and  it  may  be  alfo  that  the  Meafures  which  this  g^reat  Monarch 
has  concerted  in  reference  to  the  AiFairs  of  the  North,  will 
bring  this  about  fooner  than  is  g^erally  imagined*  But  be 
that  as  it  will,  there  is  no  Queftion  that  whenever  it  is  efiedl* 
cd,  the  Power  of  Prujfia  will  be  very  much  augmented  theie* 
by,  and  the  Liberties  of  the  Empire  will  then  ftand  in  need 
of  no  Guardian  without  the  Limits  of  Germany*  While  thefe 
Defigns  attra£l  the  Thoughts  and  employ  the  Hands  of  this 
active  Prince,  he  will  certainlv  maintain  a  good  Correfpon* 
dence  with  all  diofe  Powers  that  are  Neighbours  to  him,  in 
rcfpeA  to  the  reft  of  his  Dominions,  wfaicn  will  leave  the  In* 
habiunts  of  the  United  Provinces  at  full  Liberty  to  redrefi  their 
own  Grievances  in  their  own  manner,  and  to  recover  die  an- 
cient Strength  and  Vigour  of  their  Government,  in  Confe- 
qucncc  of  reftoring  that  r  orm  under  which  it  was  firft  con- 
Itituted,  and  for  a  long  Series  of  Years  happily  flourifhed. 

But  whenever  thofe  Stru^les  for  Power,  which  at  prefent 
embarrals  and  diftra£t  the  Potentates  of  the  North,  (ball  be  - 
by  Negotiation  or  otherwife  compofed,  we  have  very  little 
room  to  doubt  that  his  Majefty  of  Pruffia  will  again  turn  his 
Views  towards  the  Countries  of  Ckvts  and  GuiQres^  and  the 
]Prijicipality  of  Eaft  FriiJIandy  where  he  has  the  very  impor- 
tuit  and  conunodious  Port  of  Embden^  to  fecilitate  the  Schemes 
be  may  form  in  £ivour  of  the  Commerce  of  his  Subjo^  to 
which  there  is  no  doubt  that  bc  will  apply  bimfdf  with  equal 
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bdatkry  and  Spirit,  Whenerer  the  Tranquillity  of  Eurtfte  (hall 
beiamorou^y  fettled,  at  that  he  has  no  reafon  to  {uipoEt  hb 
Neighbours  may  force  him  fiiddenly  into  a  War,  while  his 
Coundb  are    wholly  taken  up  in  cultivating   the   Arts   of 


He  will  by  that  Time  have  ferved  himfelf  to  the  utmoft  of 
whatever  Affiftance  France  may  have  found  it  her  Interdd  to 

Se  him,  for  more  than  that  ihe  will  never  give,  and  his 
de  of  this  will  engage  him  not  te  perfift  any  longer  in  the 
Pkofecution  of  Meafurcs  acceptable  to  the  Q>urt  cf  VerhiUa^ 
than  they  are  conducive  to  the  Extention  or  Eftabliinment 
of  his  Power  and  Influence.  He  will  then  fee  diat  Indepen- 
dency, and  being  at  the  Head  (>f  the  Protefbnt  htereft  in 
GmimHjfj  is  fufficient  tojmtify  his  utmoft  Ambition,  and  to . 
raife  him  to  the  higheft  roint  of  Authority,  by  making  him 
ciMuted  and  refpedled  by  all  his  Neighbours,  and  as  Ocaifions 
offier,  the  Umpire  of  all  their  DifleraKes.    * 

Tliefe  are  indeed  but  Suppofidohs,  but  then  they  are  btrilt 
-  upon  folid  and  rational  Foundations ;  whereas  thofe  who  fiuicy 
that  he  will  be  (bme  time  or  other  fWallow'd  up  by  a  Confer ' 
deracy  of  powerAd  Neighbours,  or  defpoiled  of  a  great  Part 
of  his  Territories,  are  not  able  to  offer  either  Fa£b  or  Argo* 
snentsto  countenance  their  Opinion,  lince  hitherto  we  have 
never  feen  him  attempt  beyond  his  Strength;  nor  has  it  ap« 
peared  after  many  Months  ipent  in  Regulations,  ftefh  £fta-* 
Uiihments,  new  Difcipline,  and  other  mditary  Improvements^ 
that  the  Power  moft  concerned,  or  which  thinks  herfelf  moft 
concerned,  to  traverfe  the  Defigns  of  Pruffia^  has  been  abb 
to  do  it  with  any  great  Effeft,  even  in  Conjun£lion  with  & 
very  u&ful  AUy,  who  after  being  once  iacrificed,  will  moft 
certainlv  take  Qire  to  prevent  being  involved  again  in  the  like 
Quarra. 

Thefe  are  all  the  Refleflions  we  dare  hazard  at  prefent  up<« 
on  this  SubjeA,  and  perhaps  there  are  very  few  political  Wrl* 
ters  who  would  have  ventured  to  fay  fo  much ;  but  as  we  - 
have  only  the  Reader's  Advantage  fn*View,  it  was  not  neoef*  - 
fuy  fisr  us  to  be  fo  nice  in  that  particular,  fince  whether  our 
Cfloijefiures  are  juftified  or  refuted  by  Events,  the  Advantage 
to  the  Reader  will  be  the  fiune ;  for  as  in  one  Cafe  he  will  ^ 
have  an  Opportunity  of  difceming  in  what  manner  probably ; 
Judgments  may  be  drawn  from  political  Principles,  fo  in  th«  '^ 
other,  the  Detedion  of  thofe  Errors  will  contribute  not  «  - 
litde  to  the  Increafe  of  his  Sagacity.  We  are  fo  br  from  pre*  -. 
tending  to  In£dlibility,  that  what  we  offer  is  only  in  the  Na« 
tuTB  of  an  £(&y^  which  muft  be  fubmitted  t9  thofe  CoireSi-  ' 
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ons  that  all  Writings  of  this  kind  require^  and  iii  Confeduenc^ 
of  which  only,  they  can  be  brought  at  length  to  a  toiencble 
Degiec  of  PcrfeAion  and  Certainty. 
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In  ivhich  is  comprehended  a  clear  tW   cmcijt  Ac^ 
count  of  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  Power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Austria,  the  Oppoftitm  it  has 
tnet  with  from  that  of  Bourbon,  and  the  pre^ 
fcnt  State  of  the  firJUmention' d  Houfe. 

THE  Difputes  between  the  Houfcs  of  Aufiria  and  Bvur^ 
ban^  having  been  the  principal  Caufe  of  thofc  Troubles 
that  have  difturbed  the  Peace  of  Europt  for  feveral  Ages  paft, 
and  there  being  bitt  too  juft  Grounds  to  believe  that  thefe 
Debates  will  be  no  lefi  fatal  to  the  Tranquillity  of  fucceedir^ 
Times ;  it  may  be  eafdy  conceived  from  hence,  that  nothing 
can  contribute  more  to  the  forming  a  juft  Idea,  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  State  of  Things,  and  of  the  Maxims  of  Policy,  by  which 
the  feveral  Powers  of  Chrijiendom  regulate  their  Views,  than 
a  clear  and  diftin£t  Account  of  the  Acquifitions,  Pretenfions, 
Interefts,  Controverfics,  and  Connc6Uons  of  thde  two  great 
Familic.'^.  i 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  this  is  To  wide,  and  fo  ample  a  Field, 
that  it  mivht  well  afFord  .Matter  (ufficient  for  feveral  large 
Volumes ;  but  our  Bufinefs  is  to  contract  it,  to  feleA  from 
the  Materials  proper  for  fo  large  a  Hiftory,  thofe  Particulars 
that  are  fitteft  for  the  Purpofes  ^ore  mentioned,  and  by  rang-« 
ing  thefe  in  a  proper  Order,  to  afford  the  Reader  fuch  a 
Profpedl  of  this  Subjedt,  as  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  him 
to  obtain,  even  from  fo  large  a  Hiftory,  though  written  with  * 
all  the  Skill  and  Accuracy  poffible.  This  Attempt  indeed  is 
hardy  and  difficult,  but  then  it  is  both  rational  and  rcquifite  ^ 
there  is  no  proceeding  in  our  Plan  without  it,  and  he  who 
aims  at  pleafmg  the  Publick,  and  who  has  already  received 
Marks  of  their  Willingnefs  to  be  pleafed  with  his  Endea- 
vours, will  never  think  any  thing  hard  or  impracticable}  which 
he  is  convinced  is  neceflary  for  their  Service* 

With 
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Wkh  this  View,  .and  with  thfsfe  HoiSeS)  let  us  begin  with 
die  (tiftory  of  the  Hmje  of  Auftria^  and  ufe  our  utmoft  Care 
and  Diligence  to  free  thofc  Circumftances  that  are  mod  fuited 
to  our  Defign^  from  that  Obfcurityj  Perplexity,  and  Embarraf- 
ment.  in  which  they  havQ.bccii  hitherto  involved  ;  chiefly  from 
the  Prejudices  and  Prcpoflcffions  of  almoft  all  the.  Hiftorians, 
who  have  undertaken  to  afford  us  Light  into  thefe  Matters ; 
and  who,  inftead  of  reprefenting  Things  as  they  really  were, 
have  made  it  their  Bufmefs  to  mifreprefent  them  in  fuch  a  Man- 
xier,  as  might  bring  the  World  in  general  to  embrace  for 
Trvith  their  particular  Opinions* 

As  to  the  Original  of  this  great  and  ilouriihlng  Family^ 
there  is  no  Need  of  troubling  ourielvcs,  or  our  Readers  with 
the  Difputcs  of  various  Writers  ^bout  it  5  thefe  very  Difputcs 
prove  its  great  Antiquity^  and  the  different  Sentiments  that 
have,  been  publifhcd  about  it,  are  fo  many  Evidences  of  a 
Pefire  to  entitle  many  anticnt  and  illuffrious  Houfes  to  the 
Honour  of  being  allied  to  this.  The  moil  probable  and  beft 
atteftcd  of  thefe  Accounts,  make  Rddolph  Count  oi  Hapjbaurgj 
>i^o  is  generally  i^eputed  the  Founder,  becaufc  he  was  the  firll 
Emperor  of  this  Family,  defcended^by  his  Father's  Side  from 
the  Counts  of  TierjUeriy  near.  Bafily  in  Switzerland \  and  by 
the  Mother's  Side  from  the.  anticnt  Counts  of  Hapfhoiirg. 

He  enjoyed  from  his  Father  the  Landgravate  of  Aljace ;  and 
the  Glory  with  which  he  extricated  himfcif  from  feveral  un- 
juft  Wars  ^at  were  n)adc  agamft  him  by  his  Neighbours,  in- 
duced the  Cantons  of  l/r/,  SchiuitZj  and  Undenvald  to  demand 
his  Prote6tion ;  the  Cities  of  Zurich  and  Frybourg  did  the  like ; 
the  Counties  of  Kyburgh^  Lentzburghj  and  Baden^  came  to 
him  by  the  Death  of  his  Coufm  ;.  ahd  fome  other  Lordfhips 
were  added  to  his  Dominions  in  Right  of  his  Wife. 

The  Extent  pf  his  Reputation  exceeded  by  very  much  that 
of  his  Territories  J  and  the  Prudence,  with  which  he  governed 
them,  induced  OttHarus  King  of  Bohemia^  to  make  Choice 
of  Radolpb  of  Hapjbourg  for  his  Prime  Miniiler  ;  which  Dig- 
nity he  ei\joye^  with  the  Title  of  Grpat  Matter  of  his  HoufhoU. 
In  this  Situation  of  Things,  the  Empire  became  vacant  by 
the  Death  of  Hefiry  II,  and  the  Affairs  of  Germanv  fell  into 
the  greateft  Confufion  ;  for  (ome  endeavoured  to  raifc  Alphonfus 
tCing  of  CaftilUy  others  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall  to  the  Im- 
perial Dignity.  Indeed  both  took  the  Title,  but  neither  en- 
joyed the  Auttiority  of  Emperor. 

During  the  Time  of  thefe  Difputes,  three  of  the  moff  an- 
tient  Families  extinguiflied ;  by  which  the  Dutchy  of  Svjahia^ 
and  the  Margravates  of  Aujiria  and  Hungary  bcc^iic  vacant^ 
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which  increafed  die  Diforders  in  Germany  to  fuch  a  Dwee» 
that  fevera]  great  Cities  had  no  other  Way.  to  fecure  dieniKlns 
from  thofc  Bands  of  Thieves  and  Plunderers,  that  ravage! 
whole  Countries  with  Lnpunitv,  than  to  enter  into  a  League 
for  mutual  Defence,  in  fome  Meafure  to  fupply  the  Want  of 
that  legal  Government,  by  vdikh  they  had  been  formerly  pro- 
teftcd  and  defended. 

At  laft,  in  the  Year  1273,  when  this  Scene  of  Confufioit 
had  weaned  out  even  thofe  by  whom  it  was  occafioned^  die 
TLXtQior  of  Mentx  propofed  to  remedy  thefe  Diforders,  by  the 
raifing  of  Rodolph  of  Hapjbourg  to  the  Imperial  Dimi^  -^  and 
this  Propofal  was  immediately  embraced,  and  die  £ledcMrs  of 
Saxony  and  Brdndenhurgh  not  only  gave  their  Votes,  but,  to 
ftrengthen  his  Intereft,  and  to  render  htm  more  able  to  ftip* 

S^rt  his  new  Dignity,  they  each  of  them  married  one  of  his 
aughters.  It  was  not  long  after  his  becoming  Emperor,  thtft 
he  formed  a  Refolution  of  oUiging  Ottocants  iLtngjof  Bebemn 
to  fubmic  himfelf  to  the  Laws  of  the  Empire.  This  Prince 
relying  on  his  Power,  and  taking  Advant^  of  the  publick 
Calamity,  had  feized  the  Dutchy  of  Swabia^  and  die  Mar- 
gravate  of  Auftria ;  but  Raiolph  loon  forced  him  to  eive  up 
the  Dutchy  to  his  own  fecond  Son  ;  and  even  infifted,  as  he 
had  a  Right  to  do,  upon  his  rendering  him  Homage  for  the 
Kingdom  of  Bohemia  >  which  was  extreamly  mordiying  to  the 
pro\ideft,  and  moft  ambidous  Prince  of  his  Time  ;  who  could 
not  forget  that  the  prefent  Emperor  had  been  once  Mafter  of 
his  Houfhold. 

At  length  however  he  agreed  to  diis,  but  upon  Condition 
that  he  fliotiki  do  Homage  to  the  Emperor  in  his  Tent,  and 
before  t)ie  great  Officers  of  the  Empire  only.  Rodalpb  con* 
defccndcd  thereto ;  but  when,  according  to  the  Ceremony,  the 
King  was  on  his  Knees  with  his  Hands  upon  the  Gofpels  that 
lay  open  in  the  Emperor's  Lap,  the  great  Officers  of  the  Hou« 
Ihold  who  were  prefent,  threw  themfdves  flat  upon  their  Faces, 
and  the  Sides  of  the  Tent  being  thrown  up,  exhibited  this  ex- 
traordinary Scene  to  the  whole  Imperial  Army,  ranged  in 
two  Lines  on  each  Side  of  the  Tent  for  that  Purpofe.  This 
provoked  the  King  fo  much,  that  at  thePcrfuafion  of  his  Wife 
he  renewed  the  War,  in  hopes  of  recovering  Auftrioy  Stiria^ 
and  Carniola  ;  but  inftcad  of  this,  in  the  firil  Batde  he  fought, 
he  loft  the  Viftory  and  his  Life  together. 

The  Emperor  Rodolph  gave  another  Inftance  of  die  Quick* 
neCs  of  his  Wit,  and  his  great  Prefence  of  Mind,  in  the  Ce- 
remony of  Iiis  Coronation  at  Alx^a-Chapellej  when  the  Elec- 
tors niiade  ibmc  Difficulty  becaufc.  the  Scepter  was  -wanting: 
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fheri  is  a  Crucifix  yonder^  laid  the  Emperor,  kt  $/i  ufe  that 
fmr  a  Scepter.  These  was  oo  rejeiStiiig  this  Expedient,  fo 
that  thcv  were  obli^d  to  do  tneir  Homage,  and  receive 
ifac  Invdriture  of  their  Dominions,  which  they  held  as  Fiefs 
of  Jthe  Empire,  by  laying  their  Hands  on  the  Crucifix  in- 
flead  of  the  Scepter.  He  anfwered  in  all  RefpeAs  the  £x- 
|)t£biitions  of  thofe  who  had  raifcd  him  to  the  Empire ;  for 
he  reftorcd  its  Domeftick  Tranquility,  and  its  Reputation 
with  regard  to  Foreign  Nations  ;  by  fuppreiling  fuch  as  made 
tife  of  their  Power  to  harrais  and  difturb  their  Neighboun, 
as  well  as  reftoring  the  Vigour  of  the  Laws  for  the  Puniflunent 
of  lefier  Offenders  every  whire  throughout  the  Empire. 

It  it  true,  diat  he  took  great  Care  of  his  own  Family, 
obliginK  Henry  Duke  of  Bavaria  to  reftorc  him  the  Towns 
dl  ^eSzj  LinlZy  Steyr^  and  other  Places  upon  the  River 
£ifx,  which  had  been  mortgaged  to  him  by  Ouocarus  King 
of  Bohemioj  which  the  Duke  parted  with  to  prevent  being 
{lunifhed  for  the  Affiftance  he  had  given  that  Prince  ^gainft 
4he  Empire.  It  is  alfp  £ud,  that  the  Emperor  Rodolph  ibid 
iisveral  Rights  of  the  Empire  in  //ir^,  and  made  many  of  the 
Cities  free.  But  in  doing  diis,  he  thought  he  did  no  Pre- 
judice to  the  Empire,  iince  he  never  affeoed  to  be  powerful 
in  Italy^  and  thoefore  dcclisbsd  being  crowned  King  of  the 
Momans  by  the  Pope,  or  of  lambardy  by  the  Archbifhop  of 

He  diougjht  an  Emperor  might  become  powerful  enougfi 
hj  minding  his  Afiaiis  in  Germany  \  and  that  their  frequent 
Journeys  into  Italy  had  been  prejudicial  to  the  Germans.  Until 
his  Time  all  K6ts  of  State,  all  Lawis,  and  all  Proceedings  in 
Courts  of  Juflice,  had  been  writtten  \n  Latin '^  but  he  chan^ 
ing  that  Cuftom,  uled.the  German  Language  himfelf,  and 
cfiabliihed  this  Uia^c  for  the  future ;  in  a  Word,  he  laid  the 
Foundation  of  the  rower  and  Ocandeur  of  the  German  Em^ 
pire,  as  well  as  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria ;  and  after  a  glorious 
Heign  died  in  1291,  leaving  behind  him  two  Sons,  Jtlbert 
Duke  of  Auftrioy  and  Ruiolfh  Duke  of  Swabia. 

After  the  Deceafc  of  this  Prince,  the  Archbifliop  and  EleAor 
fxf  Mentx  procured  Adolphus  di  Najfau  to  be  elef^ed  EmperoTy 
with  an  Intention  of  governing  the  Empire  under  his  Name » 
hit  finding  that  Prince  of  too  high  a  Spirit  to  bear  fuch 
a  Txeatment,  he  deferted  him,  and  engaged  other  Eledkors  to 
do  the  lame,  who  foon  after  took  upon  diem  to  depofe  him* 
and  to  eled  Albert  Duke  of  Auflria^  Emperor  in  his  Stead- 
This  produced  a  civil  War,  which  was  ended  in  the  Year 
1298,  hj  a  decifivc  Sattle,  in  which  Aibtrt  ynv^  ivox.  gt^ 
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vi£lorious,  but  alfo  killed  his  Competitor  Adolphus  widi  Hs 
owiv  Hand,  and  thereby  fecured  to  himfelf  the  Pofleffion*  dt 
the  imperial  Dignity. 

The  Ele<ftor  of  Mentz  in  a  very  little  Time  grew  as  iin- 
eafy  in  regard  to  him,  as  he  had  been  in  refpedt  to  the  Em- 
peror Adolphus ;  and  relying  on  his  own  great  Power  and  the 
Influence  he  had  over  the  £le£lors,  had  the  Infolence  to  tell 
him  once,  when  they  were  hunting  together,  that  he  had  no- 
thing more  to  do,  than  to  blow  his  Horn  which  hune  at 
his  Side,  and  immediately  there  (hould  ftart  up  another  Em- 
peror. But  in  this  he  (hewed  his  Vanity  and  Ambition,  much 
more  than  either  his  Wifdom  or  his  Litereft  ^  for  jflbert  had 
immediately  Recourfe  to  Arms,  and  forced  him,  and  the 
Electors  who  fided  with  him,  to  a  fpeedy  Submiflion.  He 
was  a  powerful  and  prudent  Prince,  and,  like  Rodolph  his 
Father,  was  alike  careful  of  the  Concerns  of  his  Family,  and 
of  the  Interefis  of  the  Empire. 

But  with  many  great'  Qualities  he  had  fome  Mixture  of 
Vices.  His  Ambition  was  boundlefs,  a:td  his  .Government 
arbitrary.  The  Governors  he  fent  into  Switzerlandj  which 
belonged  to  him,  opprefled  the  People  to  (uch  a  D^ee,  that 
the  C^tons  of  Uri,  SchwitZj  and  Undertvald,.  refolved  to  fet 
themfclves  free ;  in  order  to  which,  they  entered  into  a  Treaty 
or  Confederacy  in  the  Year  1307  for  ten  Years,  which  aftec- 
wards  they  renewed  in  13159  and  made  perpetual :  And  this 
was  the  Origin  of  the  Switx  RepttUick,  which*  has  fince 
made  fuch  a  Figure  in  Europe^  Fortho'  the  Emperor  neg- 
Icdled  nothing  in  order  to  reduce  them^  again  imder  his  Domi- 
nion, yet  it  was^in  vain  ;  for  partly  by  the  Situation  of  their 
Countr\',  and  partly  by  the  Bravery  of  the  People,  they  preferved 
their  Liberty  in  fpitc  of  all  his  Endeavours. 

He  married  his  elded  Son  Rodolph  to  Blanche  the  Daughter 
of  Philip  the  Fairy  King  of  France^  by  which  he  gained  Tome 
Advantages  to  his  Family.  After  her  Deceafe  he  married 
Ifabella^  Queen  Dowager  of  Bohemia^  and  in  hei  Right 
acquired  that  Kingdom,  which  now  for  the.  firfl:  Time  was 
poflefled  by  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  ;  but  he  dying  foon  after, 
they  loft  it  again.  As  for  the  Emperor  Albert^  he  conti- 
nued to  govern  the  Empire  with  great  Honour  and  Reputa- 
tion fcvcral  Years,  in  which  Space  he  leflened  the  Power  of  the 
Clergy,  made  fcveral  good  Laws,  and  endeavoured  to  fix  the 
imperial  Authority  upon  a  fiimer  Foundation  than  it  had 
hitherto  ftood. 

But  wlvilc  he  was.  meditating  this,  and  other  great  Defigns, 
:vi  AA  of  Injuftice  he  had  committed,  brought  him  to  an 
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iifitifnety  End ;  for  lizvin^  undertaken  the  Tutebee  of  liis 
NejSiew  Johriy  the  Son  ofKodolph  Duke  of  Swabia^  he  refuied 
mlien  of  Age,  to  put  him  in  Poileffion  of  his  Country,  which 
provoked  him  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  he  took  an  Opportu- 
nity when  he  -was  hunting,  to  aflaffinate  him  on  the  firft  of 
May  1308,  in  a  Hacc  where  the  Monaftery  of  Kon'mgsfield 
was  afterwards  bulk,  by  his  Widow  the  Emprefs  Dowager 
Eiizabeth. 

By  the  premature  Death  of  this  great  Monarch,  the  Houie 
cf  Auftria  loft  the  Imperial  Dignity,  which  they  did  not  re- 
cover for  one  hundred  and  thirty  Years ;  (hough  they  conti- 
nued sdl  that  Time  to  be  reckoned  amoiigft  the  grcateft  and 
moft  poweful  Princes  of  the  Empire  ;  and  this  notwithftand- 
ing  their  Dominions  were  divided  into  feveral  diftindt  Prin- 
cipalities, the  Pofleflbrs  of  which  frequently  differed  amongft 
themfelves.  At  length,  Albert  furnamcd  the  Magnanimous^ 
having  married  ESzabcffjy  the  Daughter  of  the  Emperor  5A* 
gipnundj  revived  the  Glory  of  his  Moufe ;  for  on  the  firft  of 
January  1438,  he  was  eleAed  King  of  Hungary  ;  on  the 
iixth  of  Mayj  the  fame  Year,  he  became  alfo  King  of  Bohe- 
mia ;  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  yune  following,  was  cleft- 
cd  Emperor.  He  was  one  of  the  bravcft,  and  alfo  one  cf  the 
moft  -prudent  Princes  of  his  Time.  He  met  with  great  Dif- 
iicitlties  in  maintaining  the  many  Dignities  to  which  he  was 
nifed  I  but  he  found  Moans  to  bring  the  Hungarians  to 
Submiffion  :  He  drove  Uladijlaus  King  of  Poland  out  of  Bin 
bindaj  reduced  that  Country  into  a^t;;^te  of  Tranquility  ;  and 
afterwards  engaging  in  a  War  againft  the  Turks^  he  forced 
riidr  Emperor  Amurath  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Belgrade^  after 
he  had  lain  before  it  a  Year. 

He  would  undoubtedly  have  performed  ftill  greater  Things, 
if  he  had  not  been  taken  oft*  by  a  fudden  Death  on  the 
twenty-fixth  of  OSlober  1439.  ^^  '^  behind  him  a  pofthu- 
mous  Son  called  Ladijlausj  who  had  the  Titles  of  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia  \  but  he  never  enjoyed  either,  though 
the  Hungarians  were  deftrous  enough  of  putting  him  into  PoF* 
feffion  of  their  Crown,  if  his  Coufm,  who  fucceedcd  his  Fa- 
ther in  the  Empire,  wotdd  have  confented  to  it ;  but  whether 
through  Ambition,  or  fome  other  &lfe  I\ylicy,  he  ftill  kept 
him  at  Vienna^  where  at  laft  he  died  about  the  Age  of  eigh- 
teen, not  without  great  Sufpicion  of  Poifon. 

Frederick^  furnamed  the  Peaceable^  was  eleded  Emperor  on 
the  Death  of  Albert  O.  in  the  Year  144O9  and  two  Years 
afterwards  he  married  the  Inianta  Ekonora^  Daughter  of  Ed- 
ward  King  of  Portugal^  by  whom  he  had  his  Son  and  Suc- 
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cdlbr  MaximiUan.  He  Interpofed  his  Authority  at  die  Eunouf 
Council  at  Bafie^  by  which  he  prevented  a  Schifniy  at  the 
vcty  Point  o{  br^ing  out ;  he  rcfonned  the  Laws  of  the 
Empire,  and  digefted  tho(e  relating  to  Fie&  into  one  Code, 
which  was  very  beneficial  to  all  the  Members  of  the  Ger- 
rfianick  Body.  He  engaged  in  feveial  Family  Difputes,  which 
ended  in  a  War;  but  by  Degrees^  and  bv  dint  of  Patience 
and  Prudence,  he  extricated  himfelf  out  ot  numberleis  Diffi- 
culties, not  with  Safety  onlv,  but  Advantage. 

He  was  a  very  (aving  Prince,  which  drew  upon  him  the 
Reproach  of  being  covetous ;  but  in  rcali^  Frugality  was  to 
him  a  very  neceflary  Virtue ;  for  his  PrcdecciTors  in  the  Em- 
pire having  poiTcfTcd  the  two  rich  Kingdoms  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia^  were  confequently  able  to  (pend  liberally,  and 
to  keep  very  magnificent  Courts.  But  as  he  held  neither 
of  thofe  Kingdoms,  and  drew  but  a  fmall  Revenue  from  his 
own  Territories,  he  could  not  live  with  the  lame  SplendcMT 
that  they  had  •  done.  He  was  very  flow  in  his  Meafures^ 
but  withal  very  fecure,  and  with  great  Prudence  eftablifiied 
the  Grandeur  of  the  Houfe  of  Au/iria  upon  that  Bafis  on 
"which  it.  has  hitherto  fubfifted,  notwithftanding  all  the  Efforts 
of  its  numerous  Enemies. 

There  were  two  Things  that  contributed  extrcamly  to  this 
Edablifhment :  the  firft  was  the  Length  of  his  Reign,  v4iich 
exceeded  half  a  Ccntur)',  and  gave  him  an  Opportunity  of 
doing  greyer  Things  for  his  Family,  than  hitherto  any 
Prince  had  done :  And  on  the  other,  the  Marriage  of  his 
ddeft  Son  MaximUan  to  Mary  Duchefs  oi  Burgundy^  the  greateft 
Heirefs  in  Evropej  by  whom  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  acquired 
an  inrnienfc  Treafurc  in  ready  Money,  and  thofe  that  are  ft  ill 
called  the  Aujirian  Nttharlands^  with  th^  Provinces  which 
compofcd  the  Dutch  Republick,  included.  This  Match  en- 
nablcd  the  Emperor  aifo  to  procure  his  Son  to  be  elected 
King  of  the  Romans  in  his  Life-time,  which  was  a  very 
wife  Precaution,  fmce  after  a  Reign  of  fifty-three  Years,  this 
Monarch  was  uken  off*  fuddenly  \  for  having  eat  plentifully 
of  a  Melon  after  Dinner,  and  drank  too  much  Water  upon 
it,  this  proved  the  Caufe  of  his  Death,  which  happened  on 
the  fourteenth  of  Augufi  1493. 

Maximilian  L  fucceeded  his  Father,  having  been  chofen 
King  of  the  Romans  in  1486.  He  was  in  his  Temper  one  of^ 
the  moft  ^erous,  as  well  as  in  his  Perfon  one  of  the  hand- 
fbmeft  Pnnces  of  his  Time.  The  former  gained  him  the 
Ai^ion  of  his  Subje^  as  the  latter  had  procured  him  the 
Heirefi  of  Bwrgurn^^   to  whom  all  the  great  Princes  on  the 
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Cbotifient-  had  been  Suitors.  It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obfcrve, 
that  it  wa$  this  Lady  who  brought  the  large  Lip  into  the 
JhJlrian  Family,  as  Brantomt  obierves  on  the  Authority  of 
Elfomr  Queen  ofFrana^  who  was  Sifter  to  Charles  V. 

BeTides  the  other  Advantages  he  pofTefTed,  Maximilian  was 
one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  Princes  of  his  Age  in  rcfpeft  to 
his  natural  Abilities.  He  could  fcarce  fpeak  plain  at  ten 
Years  old,  and  afterwards  fpoke  fo  faft,  that  he  could  hardly 
be  underftood.  His  Father  put  him  under  the  Care  of  Peter 
EngUberty  who  was  a  downright  Pedant,  and  behaved  towards 
Ymm  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  gave  him  a  Difguft  to  Learning ; 
but  as  he  grew  up,  he  corredled  thefe  Errors  by  his  own 
C^e  and  Diligence,  and  became  not  only  cxtreamly  eloquent 
in  his  own  Language,  but  fpoke  alfo  the  Latin^  French^  and  - 
Italian  Tongues  with  the  greateft  Purity. 

After  the  Death  of  Mary  of  Burgundy^  he  projected  a 
fecond  Marriage  vfith  jtnn  of  Bretagnfj  which  if  it  had  taken 
£fFe£b,  would  have  been  as  beneficial  to  him  as  the  former, 
but  he  was  fupplantcd  in  this  by  the  French  King  Charles  VIII, 
Upon  this  Di&ppointment  he  married  Blanche  Daughter  to 
the  Duke  of  Milan^  with  whom  he  had  a  prodigious  Sum 
in  ready  Money,  which  enabled  him  to  recover  that  Part  of 
Aufiria  which  had  been  conquered  by  Mathias  Corvinus  King 
of  Hungary,  His  Care  of  his  own  Concerns  did  not  hinder 
him  from  being  very  attentive  to  thofe  of  the  Empire;  fot 
in  the  Year  14959  he  eftablifhed,  in  a  Diet  at  IVormSy  the  fa- 
01OUS  Conftitution  for  the  Security  of  the  publick  Peace,  and 
at  the  iame  Time  created  an  Imperial  Chamber,  for  hearing 
and  determining  in  a  legal  Manner  die  Differences  and  Dif- 

Ctcs  between  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  which  before  his  Time 
d  been  feldom  ended  any  other  Way  than  bv  the  Sword,  fie 
continued  the  War  which  his  Father  had  oegun  againft  the 
Swifs  Cantons ;  but  after  being  defeated  in  eight  BattleSt  con* 
eluded  a  Treaty  of  Peace  with  them  in  1499. 

The  Year  following  he  fettled  a  Council  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Empire  \  and  at  the  fame  Time  divided  it  into 
Circles,  of  which  there  were  oHrinally  but  fix,  wz.'  Franc^nia^ 
Bavaricy  Swabiay  the  Rblniy  TVe/lphalia^  and  lower  Saxcnyi 
but  in  15 12,  there  were  four  other  Circles  added;  viz.  thofe 
of  Juflriay  Burgundy^  the  lower  Rhiney  and  upper  Saxony. 
Authors  are  very  much  divided,  as  to  the  Time  in  which 
Auftria  was  ereAed  into  an  Arch-Dutchy ;  and  there  are 
cpod  Authorities  which  afcribe  this  to  five  (everal  Princes ; 
but  however  the  moft  probable  Account  \%y  that  Maximilian 
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pve  it  this  Title,   to  diftinguifh  it  from  all  the  other  Princi- 
palities of  the  Empire  and  of  Europe. 

,  The  Venetiarii  having  rcfufed  him  a  Paflagc  tiiro*  their 
Territories^  he  was  offended  with  it  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
he  engaged  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  France  in  the  League 
of  Camhray  againft  that  Republick,  which  was  very  near  being 
&tal  to  it.  The  Lofs  of  the  Batde  of  Agnadel  had  th&Uibly 
drawn  after  it  that  of  all  their  Territories  upon  the  Continent, 
if  fome  Mifunderftanding  had  not  arifen  between  the  Powers 
embarked  in  that  Alliance.  The  Venetians  themfelves  were 
fo  aftonilhed  when  they  faw  the  Emperor  bcconieMafter  of 
Veronoy  Brefciay  Bergamc^  Padua^  Vicenza^  Lodi^  and  other 
fortified  Places,  that  they  offered  him  an  annual  Tribute  of 
fifty  thoufand  Ducats  to  be  taken  under  the  Proteftion  of  the 
Empire ;  and  without  doubt  it  was  the  greateft  Miftake  in 
his  Reign,  that  he  ncgleflcd  this  Offer:  for  the  Itepubltck» 
recovering  from  their  Fright,  and  having  prevailed  upon  Lewis 
Xn.  of  France  to  quit  the  League,  foon  brought  moft  of 
thcfe  Places  again  under  their  Obedience ;  fo  that  except  Riva 
and  Roveredo^  the  Emperor  kept  nothing  at  the  Peace,  which 
he  fold  the  Venetians  for  two  hundred  thoufand  Ducats,  one 
half  of  which  Sum  was  paid  by  France. 

In  this  War  the  Emperor  had  the  Afliftan.ce  of  the  Swifty 
in  virtue  of  the  hereditary  Convention  he  had  made  with 
them ;  fo  that  he  found  them  more  ufeful  to  him  as  Allies, 
t^an  he  could  have  made  them  as  Subjefts.  Iii  151 5,  he 
united  the  County  of  Gor/tz  to  his  Dominions,  upon  the 
Death  of  the  laft  Count  without  Heirs.  He  received  with  peat 
Magnificence,  Sigifmund  King  of  Poland^  and  Uladijlaus  King 
of  rlungaryy  at  Vienna ;  at  which  Interview  he  renewed  thp 
Treaty  of  Succeffion  with  the  laft  of  thefe  Princes,  by  which 
he  gained  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary  for  his  Pofterity.  His 
Reign,  though  (hort  in  Comparifon  of  his  Father's,  was  glo- 
rious for  himfclf,  very  ufeful  to  the  Empire,  and  exceedingly 
happy  for  his  Family.  He  died  a(  fVel/s  in  Aujlria,  on  the 
twelfth  of  January  1519.        '     ' 

This  great  Monarch  had  only  one  Son  Philips  who  died 
before  him;  he  efpoufcd  Jane  tht  Daughter  of  Ferdinand  of 
jfrragony  and  Ifabella  of  Cajiile^  who  brought  him  the  whole 
Kingdom  of  Spain  for  her'  Fortuiie.  Don  Juan  Antonio  de 
Vrroy  a  Spanijh  Hiftorian,  gives  us  this  Charafter  of  hihi : 
**  His  Temper  and  his  Manners,  fays  he,  eained  him  no^  only 
**  the  Love  of  his  Subjcfls,  but  alfo  of  his  Enemies  ;  he  was 
'^  very'  beneficent,  but' his  Gifts  wefe  (hiall^  and  like  thofeof 
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^  a  private  Man,  for  he  had  not  Time  to  fliew  that  he  had  the 
<<  Soul  and  Generofinr  of  a  King.  His  Queen  was  fo  fond  o^ 
•*  him,  that  his  Death,  which  happen'd  in  the  Year  1506,  coft. 
♦'  that  Princefe  her  Senfes ;  (he  direfted  his  Body  to  be  embalm- 
{'  ed«  and  carried  it  every  where  about  with  her  \  a  n^emorable 
"  Example  of  conjugal  Tend^rnefe !  and  though  \n  itfelf  aa 
**  A&  of  Folly,  has  been  admired  by  Men  of  the  beft  Scnfc" 

King  Phtttp  left  behind  him  two  Sons,  Charles  born  the 
twenty-fourth  of  February  1500,  a^d  Ferdinand  born  the 
tenth  of  March  1503.  He  had  likewife  four  Daughters ; 
Ekonora^  who  efpoufed  Don  Emanuel  King  o\  Portugal^  and 
afterwards  the  French  King  Francis  I.  IfabeUa^  who  married 
Chri/lian  11.  King  of  Denmark ;  Mary^  who  efpoufed  Ltyfts 
King  of  Bohemia  and  Hungary ;  and  Catharine^  firft  promifod 
to  yohn  Frederick  Eleftor  of  Saxony^  and  afterwards  married 
to  j9hn  III.  King  of  Portugal 

^hiiip  made  a  Treaty  with  Lewis  XII.  of  France  for  the 
Divifion  of  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  i  and  by  his  laft  WiB 
directed,  that  he  fhould  have  the  Tuition  of  his  cidcft  Son^ 
jkfiring  that  he  would  provide  fomc  able  Man  to  have  the 
Care  of  his  Education,  which  that  Prince  faithfully  fulfilled^ 
by  appointing  fVilliam  de  Croy  of  the  Houfe  of  Chievres  to  that 
Employment,  who  was  one  of  the  wifeft  and  beft-brcd  Men 
of  his  Time,  and  who  laid  the  Foundation  of  his  Pupil's  Forr 
tunes,  by  an  excellent  Education. 

This  young  Prince  Charles^  whom  his  Grandfather  .^iS/jw- 
miSan  I.  could  not  prevail  upon  the  Elcftors  to  choofe  King 
of  the  Romans  in  his  Life-time,  fucceeded  him  after  his  Dc- 
ceafe,  and  became  Emperor  by  the  Name  of  Charles  V.  chiefy 
by  the  Influence  of  the  Electors  of  Meniz  and  Saxony.  Hfe 
yielded  to  the  Arch-Duke  Ferdinand  his  Brother,  all  the  Do- 
minions belonging  to  the  Houfc  of  Aujln'a  in  Germany,  rc- 
ferving  to  himfelf  the  Succeffions  of  the  Kings  of  Spain  and 
Duke  of  Burgundy.  He  added  to  the  Low  Countries,  the 
Lrordfhips  of  JJtretcht  and  Over-TJfcl^  which  came  to  him  by 
the  Donation  of  Henry^  Bifhop  of  Utrecht.  He  afterwaros 
acquired  the  Dutchy  of  Gueldresj  and  the  County  of  Zutphen 
by  the  Death  of  their  laft  Duke  Charles.  The  Countries  of 
FrieTLe  and  Groninguen,  he  purchafed  from  George  Duke  of 
Saxony,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Florins  in  Gold. 
He  annexed  likewife  the  Towns  of  Camhray  and  Lingen  to 
thofe  Provinces ;  and  for  their  Security,  incorporated  the  whole 
into  the  Empire,  under  the  Title  of  the  Dutchy  of  Bur- 
gundy.  He  had  in  the  Courfe  of  his  Reign  many  Wars,  and 
was  in  moft  of  them  fucceisful. 
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la  the  Year  1521,  he  entered  into  a  Leaeue  with  Pope 
Leo  Xs  in  Confequence  of  which  he  made  himielf  Matter 
of  Parma,  Placentta,  and  Adilan^  which  laft  he  reftored  to 
Duke  Francis  Sforza.  He  raifed  to  the  Papacv  Adrian  IV. 
who  had  been  his  Preceptor.  The  Conftable  oX  Bourbon  quit- 
ting the  Service  of  his  natural  Prince,  and  cnlering  into  his, 
he  made  an  Irruption  into  Provence,  \^ere  he  took  '  the 
Cities  di  Aix  said  Toulon,  but  was  obliged  to  raifc  the  Siege 
of  Marfeilles  by  the  obftinate  Refiflance  of  the  Inhabitants. 
He  afterwards  repafled  the  Jlps,  which  encouraged  the  French 
King,  Francis  I.  to  enter  the  Milanefe,  and  lay  Si^  to  Pa- 
via,  which  by  making  an  obftinate  Defence,  gave  the  In^- 
riaUJls  Time  to  coIIe£t  their  Forces ;  and  the  King,  aeainft  the 
Sentiments  of  his  principl  Officers,  having  vcnturea  to  give 
them  Battle,  not  only  loft  it,  but  with  it  his  Liberty. 

This  could  not  but  give  the  Emperor  much  batisfaSion, 
fiDce  Kine  Francis  had  been  Competitor  with  him  for  the  Impe- 
rial Dignity ;  and  perhaps  it  was  in  fome  Meafure  owing  to 
this,  that  he  fent  him  Prifoner  into  Spain,  where  he  remain- 
ed under  a  hard  Captivity  for  three  Years,  and  even  then 
did  not  obtain  his  Liberty,  but  upon  very  ievere  Terms ; 
for  the  Performance  of  wruch  he  gave  his  Children  as  Ho* 
fia^. 

'  *On  his  Return  into  his  Dominions  however,  he  entered 
into  a  League  againft  the  Emperor  with  the  Pope  and  the 
Venetians ;  which  fo  provoked  Charles,  that  he  ordered  his 
Forces  under  the  Command  of  the  Conftable  of  Bourbon^  to 
enter  the  Ecclefiaftical  Territories,  where  he  loon  carried  all 
before  him,  took  and  facked  the  City  of  Rome,  and  befieg^ 
the  Pope  in  the  Caftle  of  St.  An^iU,  while  by  an  unaccoun- 
table Strain  of  Popifh  Bigotry  and  Hypocrify,  they  were 
making  folemn  Proceffions  in  Spain  for  his  happy  Delive- 
rance. 

The  Do£lrines  of  Luther  prevailing  in  Germany,  the  Em- 
peror, who  at  firft  did  not  give  much  Attention  to  them,  or 
perhaps  inclined  in  his  own  Mind  to  a  Reformation,  furmif- 
ing  afterwards,  they  might  prove  dangerous  to  his  Authority, 
relolved  to  extinguifh  them ;  and  for  that  Purpofe  aflembled 
a  Diet  at  Spire,  and  by  a  Decree  dated  the  13th  of  Off*  I529> 
dire£^ed  that  the  Lutherans  (hould  be  proceeded  againft  ;  up- 
on which,  feveral  Princes  who  had  embraced  thofc  SentimentH 
Erotefted  in  favour  of  their  Religon  ;  and  fo  they  came  td 
e  called  Proteftants,  and  the  Doctrine  of  Luther  was  thence- 
forward ftilcd'the  Proteftant  Faith. 

The 


[  155  ] 

The  fame  Year  the  Emperor  concluded  a  Peace  with  Fron- 
ds I.  at  Cambrayy  but  it  did  not  lafl  long ;  for  the  Duke  o£ 
Milan  having  caufed,  as  it  was  faid,  a  French  Ambafliuiur  to 
be  killed  in  his  Dominions,  King  Francis  railed  a  great  Army 
hi  order  to  revenge  this  Affront ;  but  the  Duke  of  Savt^ 
having  rcfufed  bim  a  Paflage  through  his  Dominions,  he  turn* 
ed  his  Arms  againft  him,  and  took  from  him  without  any 
Pretence,  but  that  of  fupcrior  Force,  all  his  Countries. 

In  the  mean  Time  the  Duke  of  ATilan  died  without  lilae, 
upon  y^ich  the  Emperor  took  Pofleilion  of  that  Country,  as 
devolving  to  him  in  the  Nature  of  a  Fief;  which  kindled  a 
new  War  in  Italy^  and  in  the  Low  Counhies ;  however  in 
the  Year  1537)  a  Truce  was  concluded  for  ten  Months  at 
TiTOuanne  \  which  vns  prolonged  foon  after  at  Nice  for  ten 
Years.  It  was  in  this  Space,  that  upon  a  popular  Infur- 
re£tion  in  the  City  of  Ghcnty  the  Emperor  demanded,  and 
was  permitted  to  pafs  through  France^  where  he  received  very 
ereat  Honours,  and  was  treated  with  much  Gencrofity  by 
Francis  I.  to  whom  it  is  faid  lie  promifcd  to  rcftore  the  Dutchy 
of  Milan ;  which  however  it  is  certain  he  neither  did,  nor 
intended  to  do ;  which,  with  fomc  other  Grievances,  engaged 
the  French  King  tp  break  the  Truce,  and  enter  into  a  War 
widi  the  Emperor  ;  who  thereupon  made  a  League  with  the 
King  of  England^  whofe  Affiftancc  at  that  I'ime  was  of  great 
Confequencc  to  him. 

Yet  the  Imperialifts  being  defeated  near  CarigJian^  and  the 
Emperor  being  afraid  that  the  French  would  take  Advantage 
of  the  Religious  Difturbances  in  Germany^  refolvcd  to  conclude  a 
peace  in  Time,  which,  tho'  fome Years  after,  was  ticcorJingly  done 
at  Crejpy.  There  never  lived  a  Prince  who  had  a  better  Title 
to  the  high  Characters  of  a  great  Captain  and  a  confummate 
Statefinan,  than  Charles  V.  He  gained  every  Advantage  by 
his  Arms  that  it  was  poflible  to  gain  by  them ;  and  he  very 
loon  (aw  when  thefe  Advantages  were  no  longer  in  his  Power, 
and  then  he  had  Recourfe  to  Treaties,  in  which  no  Man 
knew  better  how  to  manage  his  Intcreft  than  he  did,  or. 
gained  more  in  the  Courfe  offeveral  thorny  Negotiations. 

The  Proteftants  were  now  become  extrcamly  formidable 
in  Germany ;  for  upon  publifhing  the  Decree  of  the  Diet  of 
Spire^  they  formed,  as  it  was  very  natural  for  them  to  do,  a 
League  for  their  own  Prefervation ;  which,  from  the  Place 
ii^ere  it  was  concluded,  had  the  Title  of  the  League  oiSnrnU 
£ald^  and  makes  a  great  Figure  in  the  German  Hiftory.  The 
Emperor  going  to  Bologna  to  be  crowned  by  the  Pope,  had 
a  very  lerious  Conference  with  him  uf^on  this  Subjeifb;   in 
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ivhich  he  preflcd  him  to  call  while  it  was  yet  Time^  a  gene* 
ral  Council  for  the  Reformation  of  the  Church,  as  the  mreft 
and  mod  efFe6lual  Means  for  remedying  thefe  Difonlers ;  the 
M ifchiefs  attending  which  he  forefaw,  and  reprefented  in  the 
ftrongeft  Colours.  But  his  Holinefs  was  of  a  different  Opi- 
nion ;  he  thought  that  this  was  being  too  complaifant  to 
Hcreticks;  and  therefore  infifled  that  they  fliouid  be  com- 
pelled  to  Obedience,  in  which  the  Emperor  acquieiced,  but 
rcfolvcd  to  do  it  in  his  own  Method. 

On  his  Return  therefore  to  Germany^  he  fummoned  a  Diet 
to  be  held  at  Augfi^urg  on  the  eighth  of  April  1530;  where 
the  Proteftants  appear^,  and  prclcnted  a  Confeffion  of  their 
Faith,  (hewing  plainly  that  they  adhered  to  the  true  Church 
of  Cffrifi}  and  that  they  rcjedlcd  only  the  Superftitions  of  the 
Church  of  Romf^  whtcn  were  of  iitc  Date,  and,  lb  far  from 
being  authorifcd  by,  that  thev  were  ii>compatible  with  the 
Gofpcl.  This  however  was  io  hr  from  having  the  defigned 
EfTc^  of  proairing  Peace  and  due  Liberty  of  Confcitnce,  that 
it  brought  about  quite  the  contrary. 

In  that  Diet  an  Edift  was  framed  for  reftoring  all  Things 
to  their  former  State,  and  for  maintaining  the  Church,  that 
is,  the  Church  of  Rvmf,  by  the  Secular  Arm  5  fe  that  the 
Proteftants  faw  themfelves  obliged  either  to  part  with  their 
Religion  or  to  defend  it,  and  they  chofc  the  latter.  TTiis 
opened  a  long  and  bloody  War  in  the  Empire  j  in  which 
at  firft  the  Emperor  was  fucccfitul ;  for  in  the  Battle  of 
Mitlberg  he  defeated  the  Confederate  Army,  and  made  the 
famous  John  Frederick  Elector  of  Saxony^  who  was  at  their 
Head,  Prifoncr. 

He  foon  after  got  into  his  Hands  the  Landgrave  of  HeJJe^ 
by  an  Artifice  of  the  famous  Cardiml  Grettvelle^  a  great  ro- 
liiiciiUi,  but  one  of  the  wickedelt  Men  of  that  Agp ;  who 
by  changing  a  I-K;ttcr  in  tlic  fafc  Condudl  given  to  that  Prince, 
furniflicd  the  Emperor  with  a  Pretence  for  detaining  him  ; 
which  how  much  focvcr  it  might  be  for  his  Intereft,  was 
heverthelcfs  detrimental  to  his  Honour.  He  carried  thofc  two 
illuftrious  Princes  about  with  him,  and  thereby  fo  terrified 
the  Proteftants,  that  they  began  to  fall  ofF  from  their  League  5 
and  by  drawing  over  Prince  Maurice  of  Sa^ofty  to  his  Party, 
hy  the  Hopes  of  granting  him  t))e  InvciUturc  of  his  Coufm's 
Dominions,  undtr  Pretence  that  his  War  againft  the  Eleftor 
of  Saxony  was  founded  on  Motives  of  State,  and  not  of  Re- 
ligion, he  divided  them  ft  ill  more ;  and  by  befieging  forrK^  of 
the  Imperial  Cities  that  had  taken  their  Part,  he  trightcd  them 
into  fuch  Compofitions,  as  coft  them  much  more  ^oney  than 

would 
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would  JiaVe  been  ncceflary  to  have  fecufcd  their.  Freedom^ 
by  fupporting  the  Confederacy  into  which  they  had  cnterad 
fbi*  tltat  Purpofe. 

The  City  of  Magdiboiirg  alone  remained  firm  to  its  En- 
fl^mcnts,  its  Inhabitants  rcfolving  to  hazard  tlicir  Lives  and 
Fortunes  rather  than  their  Conicicnces;  and  thofe  generous 
Sentiments  of  theirs  enabled  them  to  make  a  long  and  vigo- 
rous Defence,  which  afforded  the  Proteftants  time  to  recover 
their  Spirits,  and  to  confider  of  Ways  and  Means  for  reftoring 
their  Affairs,  and  obtaining  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Religion. 
This  was  the  firft  great  Criiis  of  what  was  called  the  new,  but 
which  in  reality  defcrved  better  to  be  fliled  the  old  Religion  ; 
and  if  the  Inhabitants  of  Magiebourg  had  been  le(s  zealous, 
or  to  fpeak  plainly,  if  Providence  had  not  enabled  them  to 
triumph  by  their  Conffancy  over  all  the  Fury,  as  well  as  ovjer 
the  fuperior  Forces  of  their  Enemies,  Papal  Authority  would 
have  r^ained  by  the  Sword  all  that  it  had  loft,  in  Confcqucnce 
of  that  general  Reception  the  Argumci>ts  of  Luther  and  his 
Followers  had  met  with  throughout  all  Gcrmatiy. 

From  hence  by  the  Way,  the  Reader  may  difcero  two 
Points  of  very  great  Confequcncc  in  Politicks,  xhofir/i  is,  that 
religious  Principles  are  much  more  capable  of  fultaining  and 
fupporting  a  firm  and  determined  Courage  than  either  politi- 
cal Notions  or  Views  of  Litereft  ;  whicli  fliould  induce  Statef- 
men  to  be  very  cautious  of  running  down  Religion  in  general, 
which  can  never  have  any  better  Effedl  than  corrupting  and 
daftardizing  fuch  as  are  deluded  into  thcfe  loofe  Sentiments ; 
for  this  is  an  infallible  Maxim,  tiiat  he  who  docs  not  think 
himfelf  accountable  to  God,  will  never  da  any  thing  worthy  of 
a  Man.  The/ecand,  that  Firmnefe  and  Refolution,  with  any 
competent  Degree  of  Strength,  will,  generally  fpeaking,  com-^ 
mand  Succefs,  and  that  frequently  beyond  the  Reach  of  Pro- 
bability ;  fo  that  in  a  good  Caufe,  Men  ought  fcldom  or  never 
to  defpair,  but  rather  confider  how  they  may  difchargc  their 
Duty  to  God  and  their  Country,  and  leave  the  Iffuc  to  Provi- 
dence, by  which  they  are  to  be  prote^hrJ  here>  or  rewarded 
hereafter. 

The  French  King  Henry  H.  faw  the  falfe  Step  he  had  taken 
in  not  fupporting  the  Proteftants  in  time,  and  therefore  re- 
folved  to  repair  his  Error  if  it  was  poffiblc,  by  fending  them 
powerful  Succours,  provided  he  was  fure  they  would  not  come 
too  late.  He  firft  enter'd  into  Intrigues  with  their  Chiefs,  and 
finding  they  were  beginning  to  recover  their  Spirits,  and  that 
they  were  yet  able  to  raife  great  Numbers  of  Men,  he  fent 
them  confiderablc  Sums  of  Aloney  i  and  next  attempted  the 
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He  laboured  to  perfuade  his  Brother  Ferdinand^  King  of  the 
Romans^  to  ^nfent  that  PhiUp  (hould  be  cle£led  to  that  Dift- 
iiity»  in  conHderation  oiF  his  reiigning  the  Empii-e  to  />ra- 
nand.  But  this  Projefl)  tha'  managed  with  great  Secrccv  and 
Addrefs,  bil'd  of  Succefs  by  the  Affiduity  ojf  the  Archduke 
AlaximUan^  Son  to  King  Ferdinand^  who  traverfed  all  tbt 
Emperor's  Endeavours  for  that  Purpofc,  and  fecur'd  the  Suc- 
ceffion  to  himfelf.  A  whole  Year  v^as  fpun  out  in  tliis  man- 
ner ;  and  then  the  Emperor  fent  fPilUam  Prince  of  Orange^ 
attended  by  the  Vice-Chancellor  of  tlieEmpirey  and  his  own 
Secretary,  to  carry  his  Refignation  to  his  Brotner  FenSftafid, 
which  loon  put  an  End  to  that  ASkin  Charles  fixui  after- 
wards made  a  Voyage  to  Spa!ny  where  he  refolved  to  fpend  the 
Remainder  of  his  Days  in  a  Monaftery. 

At  Valladolid  he  pafs'd  a  few  Days  in  taking  Leave  cl  the 
Ladies,  and  fome  Perfons  of  Diftin£Uoh,  who  qune  to  pay 
their  Refpcdls  to  him.  Amongft  the  reft  came  his  Fool^  or 
Jefter,  Pedro  de  San  Erbasy  who,  upon  feeing  the  Emperor 
make  a  low  Bow,  could  not  help  faying,  Sire^  you  art  very 
complaifant  to  pull  off  your  Hat  to  me ;  is  it  tojhew  that  yne  are 
no  longer  Emperor  f  Noj  Pedro,  anfwer'd  that  Prince  gravely, 
//  is  hecaufe  I  have  now  nothing  in  my  Power  to  give  you^ 
fave  this  Mark  of  Civility.  Wc  may  collect  from  this  An- 
fwer,  that  he  began  already  to  be  chagrin'd  on  the  Subjedl  of 
his  Abdication.  He  retired  however,  as  he  propofed,  to  a 
Convent  of  Hieronomites^  where  he  died  on  the  2ift  of  Sep^ 
temher  1558,  at  the  Clofe  of  the  fecond  Year  after  his  Refig- 
nation. By  the  Manner  in  which  he  parted  with  his  Donu- 
nions,  he  created  two  different  Branches  of  the  Houfe  of 
Jtujlrioy  viz.  the  Spanijh  and  the  German.  Of  the  former  wc 
fhall  fpcak  in  its  proper  Place,  at  prefent  it  is  our  Bufinefs  to 
purfue.  and  finifh  die  Hiftory  of  the  latter. 

Ferdinand  L  the  younger  Brother  of  the  Emperor  Charles 
V.  was  born  in  the  Year  1503,  and  was  a  Prince  ofamilfl 
Difpofition,  very  learned  himfelf,  and  a  Lover  of  learned 
Men.  He  married  the  Princefs  Ann^  Dau^ter  of  Uladijpaus 
King  of  Hungary ;  and  in  her  Right,  on  the  Death  of  her 
Brother  Lewisj  w  ho  was  kill'd  in  the  Battle  of  Mohatz^  he 
claimM  that  Crown,  as  well  as  Bohemia^  in  1526.  He  ob- 
tain'd  the  PoflefSon  of  the  latter  immediately ;  but  the  Par^ 
which  of^fed  him  in  the  former  calPd  in  the  Turks^  which 
gave  Rife  to  a  long  and  bloody  War.  In  1531,  his  Brother 
Charles  procured  him  the  Title  of  King  of  the  Romans,  not- 
withftanding  a  vigorous  Oppofition  made  thereto  by  the  Elec- 
tor of  Saxony.    The  two  Brothers,  however,  coniider'd  this 
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fikeiSidh  in  very  different  Lights.  C^Ies  intended  that  his 
l)h)(ber  fliould  bold  it  no  longer  than  till  hi$  own  Soi 
99tt^  iftras  of  Aze ;  whereas  Ftrdirunid  look'd  upon  this  Pro- 
iHofiori  as  the  nrft  Step  to  fecuring  the  Imperial  Dignity  f  jr 
his  own  Family. 

Hteivas  in  this  Refpcfi  a  very  wife  and  cautious  Prince,  an  1 
never  neglected  any  Opportunity  of  enlarging  his  Dominions. 
ftl  ConjunAion  with  the  other  rrinccs  of  the  Empire,  he  had 
expelPd  Ulric  Duke  of  IVirtemberg  from  his  Dominions ;  but  in 
I5j^  by  the  Afliftance  of  the  Landgrave  of  Hejfe^  he  recover'd 
tife  Poficffion  of  them ;  and  the  (amc  Year  Ferdinand  came  to 
an  Asreemeift  tirith  this  Prince,  that  in  cafe  his  Family  in  the 
Malc^ine  Ihduld  iail,  his  Dutchv  (one  of  the  moft  confidcrable 
in  Ae  Empire)  fliould  fall  to  the  Houfc  of  Aujlria. 

When  jdm-Frederick  Duke  of  Saxony  was  deprived  of  his 
Ele^ralte,  afnd  put  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire,  the  Em- 
peror at  the  lame  Time  keeping  him  clofe  Prifoner,  Ferdinand 
fbrmM  Pretenfions  upon  fcveral  Cities  in  his  Dominions 
which  he  pretended  belonged  of  Right  to  his  Kingdom  olBo- 
hernial  ^^  ^<>*  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  prc\'ail  fo  far  as  to  keep  thofe 
Cities,  yet  Maurice  Eledlor  of  Saxony  found  it  rcquiftte  to 
yidd  die  Dutchy  of  Sagan  in  Sile/ia^  by  way  of  Equiva-* 
lent. 

In  1550,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  prefled  him  very  hard  to  ■ 
re^n  tfie  Title  of  King  of  the  Romans  to  his  Son  Philips  and 
aAually  held  a  Diet  for  that  Purpofe.  But  Ferdinand  had  ac- 
quifcd  fo  great  anintcrcft  amongft  the  Princes  of  the  Empire, 
mat  his  Brother  could  not  have  carried  his  Point,  even  if  he 
bad  forced  him  to  refign.  In  the  Year  1555,  he  fettled  the 
Rdig^ous  Difputes  in  £e  Empire,  at  a  Diet  held  for  that  Pur- 
pofe at  Augjbourg.  The  Ydir  following  he  fucceeded,  by  his 
Brother's  Refignation,  to  the  Imperial  Dignity ;  which  was 
conlinn'd  by  a  kind  of  fecond  Eledion  at  Franckfort  in  the 
Mdnth  of  March  1558. 

Paid  the  IVth,  who  was  then  Pope,  took  this  very  ill, 
and  abfoluted  rcfufed  to  acknowlcge  him  for  Emperor,  which 
however  had  not  the  EfFedl  that  he  cxpc£lcd ;  for  Ferdinand 
being  inform'd  that  he  had  denied  Audience  to  his  Ambafia- 
dors,  he  fent  them  Inftru£iions  to  leave  Rome  in  three  Days, 
in  cafe  the  Pope  continued  in  that  Difpofition,  which  they 
accordingly  did.  But  his  Succeflbr  Pius  IV.  as  foon  as  he  ai- 
cended  the  Pontifical  Throne,  ownM  the  Eiiiperor,  and  fo  put 
an  End  to  that  Difpute ;  which  however  gave  fuch  a  Wound 
to  the  Papal  Authority  as  hath  never  b^  cured,  all  fubfe- 
qoent  Emptors  having  treated  the  Recognition  of  the  Po^ 
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us  ^  thiiig  of  little  or  no  G)nfe(|uence,  and  by  its  having  been 
conflantly  granted  fince,  is  now  in  reality  become  fo.    . 

He  governM  the  Empire  with  great  wifilom  and  MiUndiy 
till  the  Year  1564,  in  which  he  died,  in  the  6ift  Y^ar  of  bjs 
Age,  and  tlic  ninth  Year  of  his  Rdgn. 

He  had  three  Sons,  Maximilian^  FerSnandj  and  Cbarlts* 
The  firft  had  the  Kingdoms  of  Hungary  and  BJkamm^  and 
the  Dutchy  of  AuJ{ria\  the  fecond,  Tyrol  and  the  Exterior 
Aujlrta  \  t  «c:  third,  Stiria^  Carintbia^  and  CarmJa.  FerSmmd 
married  a  Lady  much  beneath  him  in  Birth,  by  vdiom  he  had 
two  Sons,  Charles  and  Andrew^  who  for  that  Reafon  were 
excluded  the  Succeffion ;  only  Charles  had  the  Marqui&te  of 
Burgaw  ^  and  Andrew  becoming  an  Ecclefiaftic,  obuin'd  the 
Bifhoprick  of  Conjlancej  and  afterwards  a  Red  Hat,  with  the 
Title  6f  Cardinal  of  Aujlria.  Maximilian  and  Charles  divided 
the  German  Line  of  Aujlria  into  two  Branches,  wu  that  of 
Bohemia  J  and  that  oiSttria. 

Maximilian  II.  was  a  Prince  of  Spirit  and  Vigour. .  He 
governed  Sfain  in  Quality  of  Viceroy,  when  he  neard  the 
News  of  his  Uncle's  endeavouring  to  procure  his  Son  Philip 
to  be  elected  King  of  the  Ramans ;  upon  which  he  haflen'd 
into  Germany^  together  with  the  Infanta  Maria^  whom  he  had 
efpoufed,  and  was  very  inflrumentaf  in  defeating  of  that  De- 
lign.  In  1562,  he  brought  his  own  £le£Uon  to  bear  in  the 
Diet  of  Franckfort ;  and  the  fame  Year  was  crown'd  King 
ot  the  Romam^  of  Bohemia^  and  Hungary.  He  fucoeeded  his 
Father  two  Years  after,  and  governed  the  Empire  with  great 
Wifdom  and  Equity.  His  War  with  the  Prince  of  TranfiL 
vania  brought  on  another  with  the  Turis,  in  which  he  was 
not  verv  fucccCsfuI ;  which  inclin*d  him  to  admit  of  a  Tmde^ 
or  Ceflation  of  Arms,  with  thei^:  En\peror  Solyman,  which  he 
fxitlifully  Tidhef  d  to ;  and  could  not  be  brought,  either  by  the 
Pope  or  the  VinctianSy  to  break  it. 

He  was  naturally  inclined  to  a  peaceable  Life,  and  ¥ras  very 
far  from  dcfiring  to  opprels  any  of  the  Princes  or  States  of  the 
Empire^  which  he  thgught  imworthy  of  his  Dignity.  Yet 
he  was  forced  iato  a  War  yi\l\i  John-Fredet  ick  D\jke  of  Saxc 
Gotha^  on  a  very  Angular  Occafion.  There  was  one  fVilUam 
de  Gromhach,  a  Man  of  a  cioble  Family  in  Franconia^  who 
had  fcrved  in  the  Troops  of  Albert  of  Brandeniurghy  ami  after- 
wards became  a  kind  of  Soldier  of  Fortune;  and  either  from 
Motives  of  InterCjl  or  Ambition,  was  guilty  of  a  very  bhck 
Action,  viz.  the  aflaflinating  Mglchior  de  Zoeiel,  Biihop  of 
ffurfT^ertrg, 
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His  Goods  were  feiz'd,  and  his  Eflate  confifcated  on  this 
jocount^  and  he  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf,  fometimes  in 
Be  Fart  of  Gimumyj  and  fometimes  in  another,  to  avoid 
irther  Punifhment.  Atlaft,  growing  weary  of  this  Vagabond 
ife,  he  aflembled  a  Bodv  of  Men,  furprizM  the  Ci^  of 
'^urt%bourg^  diiarm'd  the  Inhabitants,  pillag'd  the  Churches, 
.viih'd  the  Nuns ;  and,  after  all  thefe  A£b  of  Violence,  forced 
le  Gentry  and  Clergy  to  aflcmble,  and  declare  him  innocent 
:  the  Bimop's  Murder,  and  to  reftore  him  to  his  Efbte  both 
!ffi>na]  and  real;  as  aUb  to  take  an  Oath  to  defend  him 
;unft  all  who  iHould  attempt  any  thing  to  his  Prejudice, 
ren  if  it  were  the  Emperor  himfelf. 

jMaxinuUan  look'd  upon  this  as  an  Indignity  done  to  the 
inpire,  and'  therefore  procured  a  Refolution  in  the  Diet  of 
i^huTTj  that  all 'who  had  any  Concern  in  furprizing  Wurtz* 
ttrg^  mould,  be  deliver'd  up  to  juft  Puniihment;  for.  this 
Aion  was  done  in  the  Time  of  his  Father  /Vr^W^d^  and 
I  had  put  Grtmbdch  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire,  who  there- 
ion  retired  to  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Gothaj  who,  not  contented 
itb  die  pving  him  ProteSion,  declar'd  him  his  Privy-Coun- 
Uor;  upon  which  the  Emperor  put  the  Duke  likewife  un- 
ar  the  Ban  of  the  Empire,  and  committed  the  Execution  of 
le  Sentence  to  Augujtus  Elector  of  Saxmy  \  who,  after  trying 
ir  Means  to  no  Purpofe,  at  length  befi^d  Gotha^  and  took 
»  The  Duke  bein|  fent  Prifoner  to  the  Empo-or,  was  de- 
rived <^  his  Dominions,  and  confinM  for  Life ;  a  Judgment 
vcce  jn  itfdf,  but  fo  juft,  that  it  drew  no  Imputation  upon 

He  was  i2X  from  being  a  Bieot  in  Religion,  as  appears  from 
1$  granting  the  free  Exercife  of  their  Relidon  to  his  Protdftant 
iibjedt  in  Aujbria^  and  by  his  publicklv  olaming  the  Parifian 
la&cre,  tho'  committed  by  die  Autnority  of  his  Son-in» 
aw  Charles  IX.  of  France.  His  Tuftice  and  other  Royal 
trtues  induct  many  of  the  PoUJh  Nobili^  to  eledl  him  for 
leir  King ;  but  Stephen  Baton  Prince  of  Tranfihama^  having 
Aronfer  Party,  fupplanted  him,  and  held  that  Kingdom, 
9(witlmanding  all  die  Endeavours  of  the  Emperor  to  recover 
is  Ririits.  He  died  in  the  Year  1576,  at  Aug/bourg^  where 
t  lud  aflembled  a  Diet,  of  a  violent  Palpitation  at  the  Heart  ^ 
iuch,  it  is  fufpefted,  was  occafioned  by  a  Dofe  of  Poifon 
hren  him  by  the  Cardinal  de  GranvelUy  whom'we  have  men- 
on'd  before,  as  a  Man  very  capafde  of  fuch  an  Adion. 
This  Monarch,  by  the  Infanta  Mariay  Daughter  to  Charles 
\  had  a  numerous  Pofterity :  vis^  Rodo^hy  who  fucceeded 
mi  Erneft^  Governor  cS  ^e Lew C^untries^  bom  in  iSSSt 
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and  who  died  in  1595;  Matthias^  whofucceeded  his  Brother 
Rochlph  in  the  Empire ;  MaximUany  Great  Mafter  of  the 
Teutmick  Order,  afterwards  elected  King  of  Poland^  who  died 
in  1618  ;  Albert^  born  in  15979  who  was  firft  an  Ecclefiaftick, 
and  obtain'd  a  Cardinal's  Hat,  which  afterwards  he  refign'd ; 
and  marr)'tng  the  In&nta  Chra  Ifabetta  Eugema^  Daue^tter  to 
Philip  n.  King  of  Spain^  was  made  Governor  of  me  Low 
Countriesy  and  died  in  162 1,  widiout  Iflize ;  Ann^  bom  in 
J  549,  and  married  in  1570  to  PhiUp  11.  King  fA  Stain  \ 
Elizabeth^  bom  in  1554,  and  married  m  1570  to  Cbarks  DL 
King  of  France ;  and  Margaret j  bom  in  1567,  v^o  liTtd'  a 
Nun,  and  died  in  1633. 

Rddolph  IL  was  a  Prince  of  an  exceHent  Difpofition,  very 
learned  himfelf,  and  a  great  Encoura^  of  L^uming,  to  a 
Degree,  in  the  Opinion  of  many,  preiudicial  to  bit  Afisun ; 
becauie  it  led  him  to  fpend  more  of  his  Time  amongft  his 
Books,  and  with  his  learned  Friends,  than  the  Afiairs  dF  Go- 
vernment would  permit ;  but  in  other  Refpefis  he  was  a 
very  wife  and  worthy  Prince,  one  defirous  of  living  quiet 
himfelf,  and  of  maintaining  the  Peace  of  the  Empire,  vnA- 
out  attempting  upon  the  Rights  of  others.  He  was  King  of 
the  Romans  at  the  Time  of  his  Father's  Deceafe,  and  fb  Suc- 
ceeded of  courfe,  without  any  new  Ele^on ;  and  had  been 
crown'd  King  o(  Hungary  in  1572,  and  of  Bdhemia  in  X575, 
fo  that  his  Power  was  great,  and  his  Dominions  very  cx- 
tenfive. 

He  came  to  the  Empire  in  a  very  difficult  JunSurc,  becauie 
of  the  Differences  about  Religion.  He  forced  GerbardTrmfel^Sy 
Archbifliop  of  Cologne j  who  turned  Proteftant,  and  married 
Agnes  Counted  of  Mansfield^  to  quit  his  Dominions.  By  a 
Truce  of  fifteen  Years  he  previented  the  Confequences  of  die 
Quarrel  betwixt  the  C2u-dinal  of  Lorrain  and  ^ekn-George 
Marquis  <A  Brandenhurgh^  who  were  bodi  diofcn  Biifaop  of 
Vtrafiourg ;  the  former  hfy  the  Popifh  Canons,  and  the  latter 
by  the  Protcflants.  After  the  Death  of  Count  7«fcf  Mander- 
fcbeidj  to  prevent  the  War  that  mi^t  have  been  occaflon*d 
by  the  Succcflion  of  the  JuUers^  he  would  have  fequefter'd 
that  Dutchy  ;  but  the  Pretenders  to  that  Succeffion  oppofed  it. 
The  Protcfbnts  concluded  an  AfTociation,  which  they  calPd 
THE  Union,  in  1609,  of  whick  Frederick  V.  Ele<2or  Pala- 
tine, was  Chief.  Tlie  Papifts  made  a  Confederacy  for  nine 
Years,  among   themfclves  at  Pyiertzbourgy   which  they  call'd 
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The  Imperialifls  were  engaged  in  a  War  with  rfie  Turks 
from  1549  to  i6o6j  wl^en  diey  took  fcveial  Towns^  and  com- 
mitted 
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mktod  great  Rava^.  Rodalph  demanded  Afliftance  of  the 
Pirinces,  and  made  a  League  with  the  Prince  of  Tranfihamd^ 
niliich  had  very  untowardCbnlequences.  His  Army  however 
fought  the  Turhs^  who  had  taken  Agria^  and  defeated  diem ; 
but  being  too  intent  upon  the  Plunder,  the  Turks  rallied,  and 
delltoyed  many  of  them.  During  this  War,  PhUip^Emanud 
of  U/rraiftj  Duke  of  Mtrcceur^  General  of  the  Imperial  Army, 
made  the  £inx>us  Retreat  of  Canija.  He  granted  the  free 
Exercile  of  their  Rdigion  to  the  rroteftants  of  Bohemitiy  at 
die  Requeft  of  the  Elector  of  Saxony ;  but  he  took  away  the 
£uiic  Privilege  from  his  Subjedb  in  Aujlria^  which,  as  we 
have-  obferved,  was  granted  mem  by  his  Father ;  but  it  was 
believed  this  proceeoed  from  Political  father  than  Rdigioua 
Motives. 

•  He  would  have  taken  Advant;^  of  the  Difputes  about  the 
SlicceSon  to  the  Dutchy  aSClrueSy  in  order  to  have  fecured 
i(  to  his  own  Family  ;  and  with  that  View  fent  his  Coufin^ 
the  Archduke  £a?^0^  to  take  Pofleffion  of  it;  but  the  Princes 
of  Gifimmu  and  the  neighbouring  Powers,  concurred  to  de^ 
ftat  this  Defign  \  fo  diat  the  Succeffion  was  preferved  to  the 
FamilMi  of  BrandetAur^  and  Newhurgh^  tho'  the  Emperor 
mad*  s  Decree  in  Favour  of  the  Hbufe  of  Saxony.  But  what 
chiflfy-  dilhirb'd  the  Emperor's  Rcpofe,  was  the  Party  fbrm'd 
aguiift  him  hy  his  Brother  the  Archduke  Matthias ;  who  per* 
fiiaded  himiUt  that  the  Emperor  intended  to  defeat  him  of  his 
SucoeOion^  in  Favour  of  his  Coufins  the  Archdukes  Fer£nand 
and  Leopold. 

Being  frill  of  this  Jeakmfy,  he  form'd  fuch  a  Fa£Hon  againfl 
Rado^^  that  in  1608  he  foimd  himfelf  obliged  to  yield  up  /&»» 
gory  and  Auftria  to  the  Arch-Duke  \  which  was  fo  far  from 
procuring  that  Quiet  which  he  defired,  that  on  the  contrary 
it  made  the  Archduke  more  uneafy  and  importunate ;  fa  that 
in  161 1>  he  forced  from  him  the  Kin»l6m  of  Bohenua  \  and 
ftien  feming  a  Party,  in  order  to  his  being  ele^ed  King  of 
the  Romans^  this  had  fuch  an  EfFedb  upon  the  Emperor,  that 
he  died  in  January  16x2,  of  a  broken  Heart.  He  was  never 
onrricd- ;  but  had  feveral  Natural  Children.  His  Inclination 
to  Books^  and  great  Application  to  Chjmfiiftry,  tho*  they  dil^ 
turbM  his  Afikirs,  were  fir  enough  from  exhaufting  his  Coflfers^ 
in  vAaA  he  left  a  larger  Treafure  than  any  of  his  Prcdeccflbrt 
had  poflfeis'd,  orzm^  of  his  Succeflbrs.  have  been  fmce  able  to 
collea^  amounting  in  ready  Ivloney  and  Jewels  to  fcventeen 
Millions  of  Florins. . 

Matthias  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia^  fucceeded  bi# 
Brother,  notwitl^^ding  a  ftrong  farty  was  formed  againft 
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liiiTL  His  Reign  was  a  condnual  Scene  of  Trouble  inj 
Uneafineis,  occafioned  chidly  b^  Rdigjous  Difputes  ^  for 
there  were  now  three  powertbl  YwStiona  in  the  Eminrey  tU 
covering  their  private  and  ambitious  Viewi  with' the  phiiiible 
Pretence  of  Religion.  The  Pafifts  formed  what  they  called 
a  CathoUck  League^  at  the  Head  of  which  was  the  Elefior  of 
Bavaria.  The  Proteftants  of  the  Augjbourg  Profisffion,  or 
Lutherans^  had  for  their  Head  the  Eledor  of  Sax§ny ;  and 
the  Cahnnifts^  or  as  they  ftiled  themfdves  the  Rrftfnmd^  find* 
ing  there  was  no  Security  to  be  had  but  by  fome  fudi  League^ 
framed  a  Confederacy  likewife,  to  which  they  gave  the  Tide 
<^  the  EvangiUck  Uman ;  at  the  Head  of  which  were  the 
£Ie£tor  Palatine  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hlefi. 

The  Emperor  now  fully  experienced  all  thofe  Difficulties 
which  he  had  taken  Pains  fo  excite  in  the  Days  of  his  Bnpdiert 
and  found  it  a  very  unpleafant  Taik  for  himfdf  to  go  diroug^ 
as  bring  able  to  (hew  no  Countenance  or  Favour  to  one  Piv^ 
without  inflaming  and  exafperating  the  reft }  nritho'  was  tt 
long  before  thefe  Religious  Differences,  which  difhirbed  and 
diftraAed  the  Empire,  began  to  fpread  themfdves  into  Us 
Hereditary  Dominions  ;  to  which  the  Haughtinefi  of  hb  own 
Spirit,  and  the  Errors  of  his  Government,  gave  but  too.  much 
Encouragement,  and  afforded  Malecontents  too  many  Gro^ds 
fdr  Complaint  Inftead  of  being  more  vigilant  and  aAive 
upon  thefe  Accounts,  Matthias  grew  more  averfe  to  Bulinefi, 
and  left  it  in  the  Hands  of  Cardinal  Klefar^  who  was  his 
Chief  Minifter  and  Favourite.  * 

He  difputed  the  I^ight  of  naming  the  Prince  of  Tranfihania 
with  the  Turkijb  Emperor  Amurath ;  but  at  laft  made  a  twenty. 
Year's  Peace  with  him.  He  preferred  the  Archduke  Fer£^ 
nand  his  Coufm,  to  PhiUt  m.  of  $pain  his  Nephew,  to  be  his 
Heir,  out  of  his  natural  Averfion  to  the  Spamards^  a  Point 
which  deferves  great  Notice,  He  regulated  the  Succeffion  at 
Prague  in  1617,  by  the  Advice  of  Archduke  ^tfx/W&nt  hit 
Brother;  and  at  the  (ame  Time  a  fecret  Treaty  was  made 
betwixt  Pbitit  m.  of  Spain  and  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  i 
by  which  Philip  quitted  to  Ferdinand  and  his  Hrirs  Male^ 
the  Hereditary  Countries  that  ihould  M  to  him  by  the  Em- 
peror's Death,  on  Condition  that  the  Daughters  ofthe  Branch 
of  Spain  (hould  be  preferred  to  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  G#r-' 
many.  At  this  .Time  happened  the  Revolt  of  Bohemia^  becaufe 
the  Emperor's  Minifters  invadtd-  die  Laws  and  Privileges 
granted  them  by  Rodolphus  the  Second,  for  their  Religiofi 
and  Liberty. 
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.  'The  Emperor  aflemUed  the  States  at  Pragia,  where  his 
Miniftcn  fo  provoked  the  People,  that  they  threw,  thein 
out  of  the  Windows  of  the  Caftle  i  by  which  however  they 
iseceived  no  Hurt.  After  that  they  chofe  new  Magiftnitcs, 
took  up  Arms,  and  publiChed  a  Manifeflo  to  judiry  their 
Pxoceedin^s.  The.£fnpercMr  publifhcd  another,  and  his  Coun- 
dly  In  order  to  accommodate  Matters,  were  for  turning  out  his 
Favourite  Klefar^  who  was  hated  by  the  Bohemians^  But  the 
Emperor  being  againft  it,  the  Archdukes  Maxi)nUicin  and 
PariSnand  fent  him  Prifoner  to  Tirol  by  their  own  Autho- 
rity. The  Emperor  however  went  on  with  the  War,  but 
the  Bdhenuam  being  much  more  diligent,  raifcd  thirty  thou- 
(ind  Men  under  Count  Mansfield^  and  took  icvcral  1'owns ; 
upon  which  die  Emperor's  Troops  entered  the  Country,  and, 
committed  fuch  Cruelties  as  moved  feveral  neighbouring 
i^inces  and  States  to  pky  the  Bohetnians^  and«  intercede ' 
fer  them  in  the  Name  of  all  the  Proteflants  of  the  Empire; 
wlio  aBb  laid  tlieir  Grievances  before  him,  and  complained 
that  lie  gave  the  Command  of  his  Army  to  Strangers,  fworn 
Enemies  to  their  Religion,  which  (hewed  there  was  a  Ddign 
father  to  deflroy  them  ^han  to  redrcfs  their  Complaints. 

They  made  Application  to  feveral  of  the  Eledtors  to  en- 
deavour to  procure  an  Accommodation.  But  the  Duke  of 
Havariay  who  loved  to  fifli  in  troubled  Waters,  prevented  it. 
The  Emperor  at  laft  began  to  grow  weary  of  the  War  and 
Fatieue,  and  fcfigned  the  Kingdoms  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia 
to  his  Brother  Ftrdinands  Soon  after  by  his  Grief  for  the  Lofs 
of  die  Archduke  Maximilian  and  the  Emprefs,  he  fell  into 
aDiftemper,  and  died  the  twentieth  of  march  1619  ;  leav- 
ing his  oucceffor  embroiled  in  a  War  of  thirty  Years  Con- 
tinuance. 

He  efpoufed  Jnn  of  Aujlria^  Daughter  to  the  Archduke 
Ffrdina^  by  whom  he  had  no  Ifliie  ;  fo  that  all  the  Labour 
and  Pains  he  had  beftowed  in  endeavouring  to  fecurc  the 
Empire  to  his  Pofterity,  were  vain  and  to  no  Piupofe.  But 
he  ms  more  fucceisful  in  his  Endeavours  on  the  Behalf  of 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand^  wTiom  he  procured  to  be  elected 
King  of  Bohemia,  and  afterwards  of  Hungary^  and  thereby 
made  Way  for  his  fucceeding  him  in  the  Empire,  tho'  he 
was  not  a  little  jeabus  of  his  Power ;  and  therefore  ftipulated 
that  he  Ihould  not  meddle  with  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire 
during  his  Life;  whence  it  may  be  juftly  affirmed,  as  he 
made  it  his  Bufinefs  to  trouble  his  Brother^s  Reign  on  the 
Score  of  his  own  Pretenfions,  fo  he  enioyed  as  little  Peace 
vUIe  he   held   the  Imperial  Dignity,   Uie  Power   of  which 
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he  laboured  ^reatl3^  to  extend,  and  ther^y  increaibd  thofe 
Troubles  with  which  Germany  was  vcx*d  in  his  Time,  and 
which  rofe  ftill  higher  after  his  Deceafe,  as  the  Reader  will 
fee  in  the  Account  of  the  next  Reign. 

FirMnand  TH.  mounted  the  Throne  at  a  very  critical  Con^ 
jun^hire,  and  became  Emperor  of  Germany  at  the  verv  In« 
ftant  almoft,  that  the  Bohemians  determined  that  he  mould 
no  longer  be  their  King.  They  charged  him  with  the  moft 
flagrant  Breaches  6f  the  Laws,  with  violating  the  Privil^gjcs 
of  his  Subjefb,  and  therebv  lofinjg  all  Title  to  rule  over 
them;  for  which  Reafon  tne^  folemnly  depofed  him,  and 
offered  their  Cro^!c:n  to  the  King  of  Denmark^  die  Duke  of 
Savoyj  and  the  £^  j£lor  of  Saxomu  who  all  very  wifely  refufed 
it ;  but  Prtderick  V.  £le£lor  Palatine,  being  prefled  diereto 
by  his  Wife,  the  Daughter  of  our  King  yanus^  accqited  it^ 
in  hopes  of  being  aififtod  by  feveral  great  Princes. 

But  engaging  unluckilv  in  a  Battle  with  all  his  Forces,  he 
was  totally  de^ed  at  Weifenberg  near  Prague^  on  the  i8th 
oi  November  1620.  This  Defeat  not  only  coft  him  hik  new 
Kingdom,  bdt  his  Hereditary  Dominions,  which  were  given 
by  me  Eniperor  to  MaximiUan  Duke  of  Bavaria  in  1623* 
I'he  Prote(tuits,  aftonifhed  at  this  Blow,  began  to  form  a 
Confederacy  for  their  own  Security ;  the  Princes  of  the  lower 
Saxony  alfo  joining  themfelves  to  the  King  of  Denmark^  ven<» 
tured  to  a£^  openb^  againft  him ;  upon  which  the  Emperor^s 
General  Count  TtUi  attacked .  that  Prince,  and  routed  his 
Forces,  profecudng  this  Viftory  with  fuch  Effe^  that  the 
King  of  Denmark  was  glad  to  make  his  Peace  upon  the 
beft  Terms  he  could  obtain  in  1629,  which  were  indeed 
very  indifferent 

The  Emperor's  good  Fortune  had  an  Effed  but  too  com«« 
mon  amongft  Princes,  it  induced  him  to  flatter  himfelf  with 
the  Hopes  of  ere^ng  an  abfolute  and  fovereign  Power  in 
Germany  \  and  therefore  the  very  fame  Year,  he  puhlilhed  an 
Edid,  that  the  Proteflants  (hould  reftore  all  the  EcddiaiUcal 
Livings  they  had  feized  fuice  the  Pacification  of  Pajaw.  The 
Hiftory  of  thcfe  Troubles,  and  of  this  War,  is  a  Point  of 
the  greateft  Importance  towards  the  thorough  Underftandine 
of  the  Hiftory  of  Effrete  even  at  this  I^y ;  for  it  chaiq;ea 
the  whole  Face  of  Affairs,  and  produced  a  newJSyfbm, 
which  it  is  abfolutely  requifite  the  Reader  fluHiId  comprdteod, 
in  order  to  his  becoming  Maftcr  ofthofeDifputesin  theEm<« 
gire,  which  then  engaged  the  Attention  of  all  Eunpe^  and  have 
never,  foiled  to  en^c  thtm  as  often  as  they  have  been  re- 
newed from  that  Time  to  this. 

The 
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The  Emp(n-or,  who  as  wc  before  obfervcd>  luid  given  the 
Palatinate  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria^  iuppofed  that  he  faaA 
tbeieby  iecured  him  and  all  the  Papifh  firmly  to  his  In* 
terefis;  and  he  alfo  thought,  that  by  giving  the  Maixjiuiatp 
i£  Lufatia  to  the  £Ic£lor  of  Saxony^  he  bad  iiscured  him  like- 
wiie,  and  fo  had  the  reft  of  the  Proteftants  at  his  Mercy. 
In  all  Probability  he  would  fcarce  have  been  deceived  in  Ua. 
Expcdhtions,  if  the  latter  had  not  called  to  their  Affiilance  ^t 
Prince  of  whom  he  had  then  but  little  Jcalouiy  or  Fear. 

Tliey  held  for  this  Purpofe  a  general  Ailembly  at  Lelpfuk^ 
uriierein  after  mature  Deliberation  on  tlic  diflraTcd  State  o£ 
their  Affairs,  they  came  at  laft  to  a  Rclblution  of  a{^ing 
themlelves  to  the  King  of  Swedertj  at  that  Time  tlie  bravo 
Ouftavus  Ad^huSj  who  had  various  Reafuns  to  liften  to  tfaeiA 
Ptopo£|Is :  For  in  the  firft  Place,  the  Imperialifts  had  alreadji;- 
carried  their  Arms  as  far  as  the  Balticky  fo  that  they  weno 
become  formidable  to  him  as  Neigbbqiu^s;  next,  they  ha4 
affifled  the  Poles  during  the  Time  in  which  he  was  eng^sdt 
in  a  War  againft  them,  and  fo  were  his  Enemies ;  and  bc^e* 
thefe  and  fomc  other  inferior  Motives,  as  a  zealous  Protciiaoti 
he  oouM  not  be  a  calm  Spedbtor  of  the  Ruin  of  that  Irh* 
tereft-  in  the  Empire.  Upon  thefe  Motives  therefore,  and 
the  Aflurances  he  had  received  of  Aififbnce  both  from.  tliD 
Fmub  and  Dutcb^  who  with  great  Reaibn  were  become  voy, 
jeabus  of  the  Power  of  the  mufe  of  Aujiriay  be  determined, 
to  enter  Germany  with  an  Army,  which  a.cGoiibngly  he  did  ia 
163P,  tho'  that  Anny  was  very  fmall. 

The  Eledlor  of  Saxony  feeing  plainly,  that  his  Ruin  muft 
be  included  in  that  of  the  Proteftants,  &11  off  from  the 
Emperor,  and  his  Forces  having  joined  the  SwtdiSy  in  Coih 
jun&ion  with  them  attacked  and  defeated  the  Imperial  Ge- 
neral 77Zb',  in  the  firft  Battle  oiLeipfuk^  by  the  Lofs  of  which 
the  Emperor  was  at  once  deprivea  of  thie  Fruits  of  all  thoib 
Vifiories  which  he  had  obtained  in  the  Space  of  ten  Years* 
After  this,  the  Swedes  marched  towards  the  Rhiney  and,  as 
we  have  fhewed  in  a  former  Article,  had  all  the  Succc&  that 
could  be  expefled ;  but  the  Ele^r  of  Saxony  did  not  pn>» 
iecufe  the  War  with  that  Vigour  whicbrhe  ought  to  have, 
done,  a;id  this  gave  the  Imperialifb  Time  to  recover  thorn* 
Iclvcs,  and  to  gain  ibme  Advantage  in  their  Turn.  Gufiavm 
however,  leaving  all  Things  iafe  behind  him,  marched  dlt* 
^^y  into  Bavariaj  vdiere  he  attacked  Count  THIi  at  the 
Qead  of  his  numerous  Army,  and  after  an  obftinate  Sngagien 
qient  defeated  it,  chiefly  by  his  own  wiieCondud^,  and  the. 
lotrepldity  of  the  Sweaijb  Troops,  both  f  lorfe  and  Foot 
2  \x^ 
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'  tn  this  Batde  Count  TiBi  was  dangeroufly  wounded,  and 
being  carried  to  Ingol/ladtj  died  there  four  Days  afterwards. 
ThcTEmpcror,  whofe  Affairs  were  now  in  a  very  dan^ous 
Condition,  save  the  Command  of  his  Armies  to  Count  H^ai- 
k/letHj  the  ^left  General  in  his  Service,  who  marched  with 
a  new  Army  into  Bavaria^  in  hopes  of  fuxprifing  the  Swedes 
and  their  Allies  ;  but  Guftavus  wifely  entrenched  himfelf  in  a 
ftrom  Camp,  within  a  League  of  Nuremberg^  where  he 
amuied  die  Imperialifts  till  he  was  joined  by  the  Duke  of  Saxe^ 
IVeimarj  and  General  Banter^  and  then  divided  his  Army 
into  three  Corps,  marching  himfelf  towards  Winjheinu 
fValkfiein  thereupon  prctendra  to  move  towards  Bmberg^ 
but  turned  fhort  of  a  fudden,  and  marched  back  into  Saxotrf, 
Gujhvus  forefaw  this,  and  by  very  hafty  Marches. came  up 
with  diem  at  Lutzen^  a  final!  Place  in  Saxony  between  Leit^ 
fick  and  H^eifenfeh.  He  would  not  fight  that  Day,  that  his 
Army  might  have  Time  to  recover  their  Fatigue :  but  tb» 
jiejct,  which  was  the  fixtcenth  of  November  1032,'  be  gave 
them  Batde,'  and  diotugh  in  the  Beginning  of  the  A^on  he 
loft  his  Life,  yet  his  Troops  obtained  a  l^gnal  and  complete 
Viftory. 

TheProteftants  were  fo  much  dejected  by  theLofi  of  this 
CTonqueror,  that  th^  began  to  a£l  with  leis  Vigour  s  but  the 
Swedijh  Generals  Horn  and  Banter  continued  to  behave  with 
great  Spirit  and  Refolution,  which  contributed  to  rellore  die 
Affairs  of  their  Party,  as  well  as  an  Accident  diat  could,  Icarce 
be  forefeen^  which  was  the  Neceffity  the  Emperor  found  him- 
felf under  of  caufing  WaUeJiein^  whom  he  had  made  Duke 
of  Fridlandy  to  be  afiaiEnated,  on  Account  of  his  having 
fbrm'd  a  Defign  to  make  himfelf  Mafter  of  the  Kingdom  ^ 
Bohenia  \  and  as  he  was  an  Officer  of  the  greateft  Reputation 
in  his  Service,  diis  could  not  but  have  a  very  bad  Effect  upon 
his  Affairs,'  efpecially  at  fo  critical  a  Scafon. 

The  Emperor  had  dedared  his  eldeft  Son  Ferdinand  King  of 
Hungary  in  1625,  two  Years  after  he  was  crowned  King  of 
Bthenda  j  and  being  a  young  Prince  of  great  Parts  and  Expec- 
tation, his  Father  put  him  at  the  Head  of  his  Armies,  after 
WaUeftein  had  been*'  taken  off  in  the  Manner  before  men- 
tion'd.  He  recovei'd  the  Towns  of  Ratijbon  and  Donawert^ 
and  afterwards  befieged  Nordlingen  ;  to  the  Relief  of  which 
the  Proteftant  Princes,  having  jpin'd  their  Forces  to  the  Swedes^ 
march'd  with  all  the  Diligence  pofliblc,  in  hopes  of  reftoring 
their  Affairs  by  defeating  that  young  Monarch.  Upon  their 
Approach  he  mtrenchM  his  Army,  raifcd  fcvcral  Batteries  of 
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Cannon,   and  made  the  beft  Difpofitions  poiEble  for  p^iog   ' 
them  a  vigorous  Reception.       ^ 

The  Confederates  however  attack'd  him ;  but,  after  a  long 
and  obftinate  Engagement,  they  v^ere  totally  defeated ;  the 
Imperialids  quitting  their  Lines  as  foon  as  the  Enemy  began 
to  break,  and  improving  their  Advantage  to  the  utmoft,  cut 
o£F  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and,^ook  Mar* 
Ihal  Horn  Prifonen  This  deciflve  and  important  AiSUgq 
happen'd  NoveTnber  i6  1634,  and  was  the  greateft  Qefeat 
the  Swedes  had  received  from  the  Time  of  their  enteriiy 
Germanj.  The  Effe£b  of  it  were  fuch  as  might,  weD  have 
been  expeSed ;  for  feveral  of  the  Proteftant  Princes«&ll  off 
from  the  League,  particularly  the  Elector  of  Saxtatfy  and  con* 
duded  a  feparatc  Peace  with  the  Emperor  at  Prague,  in  the 
Year  1635;  the  principal  Article. of  which  were.  That  tbr 
Reftitution  of  the  Eftates  of  Ecclefiafticks  ihould  be  fufpend% 
cd  for  forty  Years;  That  Magdebcurg  (hould  be  reflored  to 
fhike  Augufim  of  Saxony^  and  HaJherJiad  to  the  Archduke 
Li9f9li\  fo  that  now  the  Emperor  thought  he  had  the  Pro* 
tdlants  once  more  at  his  Mercy. . 

The  greateft  Princes  and  the  ableft  Politicians  are  ibme* 
times  mifiaken  in  their  Views,  which  was  the  Cafe  of  the 
Emperor />r^'ntfff^ni.  in  relation  to  die  great  Victory  gained 
fy  his  Son  at  NordUngen.  He  treated  the  Swedef^  and  thofe.  « 
that  ftill  remained  firm  to  their  Alliance,  as  Pedbns  abfolutd|r 
within  his  Power,  and  to  whom  he  might  prefcnbe  what 
Terms  he  pleafed  ;  whereas,  if  upon  Teims  they  would  glad^ 
have  accepted  he  had  made  Peace  at  that  Time,  he  midit 
certainly  have  kept  the  Conditions  of  ijt  only  as  far  as  he  pleaSd. 
War  is  a  hazardous  and  dangerous  Thing,  and,  till  it  is 
abfplutely  over,  there  is  no  knowing  who  has.  the  better* 
The  Swedes  had  at  that  Time  a  Statcfman,  whofe,  Abilitio 
faved  them  and  their  German  Confederates :  This  was  Count 
Oxenfteim^  who  undertook  to  draw  the  French,  into  the  War^ 
and,  which  was  more  extraordinary,  render  them  firm  and 
faithful  in  the  Profecution  of  it  5  in  which  he  fucceedcd  t/^ 
well,  that  the  Emperor  finding  himfelf  at  -  laft  quite  tired 
out,  and  his  Subjefis  in  a  manner  abfolutejy  exhaufled,  re* , 
folved  to  confent  to  a  Peace  upon  the  beft  Conditions  that 
thip  Circumftances  of  the  Times  would  allow* 

The  Swedesj  on  the  other  hand,  were  alfo  much  dilpofed, 
to  a  Negotiation,  becauie  their  own  Armies  being  entirely 
worn  out,  they  had  now  only  German  Troops  under  Su;/i^ 
Officers  to  fight  their  Batties,  and  they  knew  not.  how  ibon 
thcfe  People  might  grow  weary  of  ruinatg  their  native  Coun- 
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tjf  and  Aghdne  for  th«n  againft  their  G)untr^inen.  The 
Troubles  thar  aSout  this  Time  broke  out  in  France^^  made 
Aat  Crown  likewile  venr  inclinable  to  Peace ;  which'  being 
the  ibk  End  and  Aim^  from  the  Beginning  o£  the  Wax^  that 
the  Proteftant  Princes  in  Germany  propofed  to  themfiSves,  they 
omitted  nothing  on  ^eir  Sides  uiat  was  neceflary  to  hiii^ 
it  to  a  fpeedy  Condufion.  It  was  this  Difpofition  in  aU 
the  Parties  that  brought  about,  in  1648,  the  hmovta  Treaty 
of  Wijiphalia ;  by  which  a  res^fonable  Satisfii£Hon  was  pven 
to  all  that  had  been  concem'd  in  the  War,  and  confequently 
a  Foundation  wns  thereby  laid  for  a  folid,  lafting,  and  honour* 
able  Peace. 

As  the  Intention  of  this  hiftorical  Dedu^on  k  to  give 
the  Reader,  from  the  Confidesation  of  paft  Events,  a  ofmSt 
infight  into  die  prefent  State  of  Things,  it  is  abfbluft^  ne- 
cefwy  that  we  (hould  infift  more  particulariy  upon  thia lieaty^ 
than  upon  any  thing  of  die  fame  Nature  that  has  gone  before  $ 
bccaufe  it  entirely  cmuiged  the  Face  of  Affiiirs  not  oiity  in-Gnv 
mafty^  but  through  all  Europe.  When  we  fpeak  of'^it  raie- 
rally,  and  in  its  foil  £xtent>  it  is  called  the  Peace  of  wieft^ 
fbaliaj  tho'  ftri^y  (peaking,  there  be  really  no  foch  Treaty 
exifting ;  and  dierefore,  to  underftand  this  perfe^,  the  Reader 
is  to  obferve,  that  the  Difputes  with  Sweden  were  firft  rcgu-* 
hted  by  a  Treaty  concluded  at  Ofnabrug  the  i6th  Ksi  Auguft^ 
1164.8,  by  which  that  Crown  acquired  certain  Provinces  in 
the  Empire,  a  Seat  in  the  Imperial  Diet,  and  a  confiderable 
Sum  in  ready  Money :  Satis&£tion  being  likewiie  eiven  to  the 
Eledor  oi Brandenburgh  for  his  Pretenfions,  as  Ins  been  already 
fliewn  in  the  Articles  of  Sweden  and  PruJJia ;  And  at  the 
Time  this  Treaty  was  concluded,  there  was  a  Provifo  inferted. 
That  ft  foould  be  of  no  Force  till  another  Treaty,  then  ne- 
gotiating, was  likewife  (ign'd  and  concluded. 

Thb  other  Treaty  was  carried  on  at  Munfter  between  the 
Empire  and  France  \  which  was  alfo  brought  to  PerfefUon, 
and  fign*d  the  25th  of  O^eber  the  fame  Year.  Bythis  laft 
Treaty  a  great  Variety  of  Interefts  were  fettled.  The  Em- 
peror rcftored  to  the  Elcftor  of  Treves  all  that  had  been 
taken  from  him.  The  £le£toral  Dignity  was  confirm^  to 
the  Duke  of  Bavaria^  and  he  had  aJfo  the  Upper  Palatinate 

fiven  him  ;  but  the  Lewer  Palatinate  was  rdlored  to  the 
\r&ot  Palatine  \  who,  as  we  have  before  fhcwn,  had  been 
deprived  by  the  Emperor,  asd  a  new  Electorate  v^as  created 
in  his- Favour.  The  three  Bifoopricks,  and  bcft  Piut  oiAlface^ 
were  yeilded  to  Prance  \  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  Crown 
reft<M'ed  a  great  Partof  her  Coni{uefts« 
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fiut  the  moft  material  Points,  of  all  that  were  r^ulated  b^ 
Aefe  two  Treaties,  were  the  Civil  and  Religious  Rights  of  the 
Empire.  The  latter  we  fhall  have  Occaiion  to  mention  more 
at  large  hereafter ;  but  with  refpeft  to  the  former,  the  (horbdft 
Method  that  can  be  taken  is  to  tranfcribe  the  ei^th  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ofnahrugy  which  runs  thus. 

••  For  preventing  any  Difputes  that  may  arife  for  the  future 
•*  in  the  rolitical  State,  all  and  every  of  the  Eledlors,  Princes, 
•*  and  States  of  the  Roman  Empire,  ought  to  be  fo  confirm'd 
•*  by  Virtue  of  this  Treaty,  in  their  ancient  Rights,  Prero- 
*•  Kitives,  Freedom,  and  Privileges,  in  the  free  Excrcife  of 
**  meir  Territorial  Rights,  in  Matters  Ecdefiaftical  and  Politi* 
^  cal  in  their  Dominions,  in  their  Rights  of  Regale,  and  in 
««  the  Poffeffion  of  all  thcfe  Thihgs  together,  that  no  Perfon 
•*  miay  have  it  in  his  Power  or  Choice  to  give  them  aAual 
**  Moleftation,  on  any  Pretence  whatfoever.  They  {hall, 
•*  Witfiout  any  ContraaidUon,  enjoy  the  Right  of  Suffrage  in 
••  all  Deliberations  concerning  the  Rieht  of  the  Empire,  par- 
•*  ticularly  when  Laws  are  to  be  made  or  interpreted,  War 
^  to  be  declared.  Contributions  to  be  impofed.  Levies  of 
**  Troops  to  be  made,  and  their  Quarters  regulated ;  new  For- 
^  trtfe  to  be  ereAed  in  the  Name  of  the  Publick  in  the 
•*  Territories  of  the  States,  or  Garrifons  to  be  placed  in  the 
^  old  ones ;  as  alfo,  when  any  Treaties  of  Peiace  or  Alliances 
^  are  to  be  concluded,  or  any  other  Aflairs  of  this  Nature  to 
•*  be  treated  \  none  of  thefe,  or  others  of  the  like  Kind, 
^  (hall  be  undertaken  or  permitted  without  the  Suf&age  and 
^  free  Confent  of  all  the  States  of  the  Empire  aflemUed  in 
••  the  Diet.  They  fhall  have,  above  all  Things,  the  perpetual 
^  Right  of  making  Alliances  between  themfelves  and  Fo- 
**  reimers,  for  their  own  Prefervation  and  Security;  jwo- 
^  vioed  Neverthdels,  that  fuch  Alliances  are  not  direded  againft 
^  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  aeainfl  the  publick  Peaces  or 
^*  againfl  the  prefent  TranfaAion  in  particular }  and  that 
•*  they  do  not,  in  anv  wife,  infringe  the  Oath  which  they 
**  have  all  taken  to  me  Emperor  and  Empire.** 

it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  ^e  Cities  of  Ofnahrug  and  Munr 
Jlerzx^  both  in  JVeftphaliaj  and  the  two  Treaties  being  united 
bv  the  Provifo  before  mentioned,  are  from  thence  fined  the 
reace  of  WeftflhaUa  j  but  when  they  are  quoted  more  parti^ 
eularly,  the  Articles  are  mentionM  from  the  refpedivc  Treaties. 
Hoice  it  is  faid,  that  fiie  Peace  of  WMhaUa  is  a  fundamental  * 
Law  of  the  Empire,  and  with  great  Propriety  :  for  it  may  be 
truly  fUled  the  Magna  Charta  of  Germany ;  and  therdbre 
we  need  not  wonder  that  the  French^  who  were  principally 
#6Acemed  in  making  this  Treaty,  had  ahi&iv«*3ki^  )^<^\?cavt?i 
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to  ftrike  a  Medal  upon  this  Subjed ;  in  whidi  the  Genius 
of  France  is  repreiented  (landing  by  an  Altar,  on  which  is 
a  CaducBUi  fupported  by  two  Horns  of  P/mff;  In  onq 
Hand^  which  leans  upon  the  Altar,,  fhe  holds  an  OUvi  Brmmb  \ 
and  in  the  other  a  Ballance^  having  in  one  Scale  the  Impenal 
Crown,  and  in  the  other  the  Crowns  of  the  Eledlors  and 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  fo  th^at  they  hang  exafily  even.  Under 
iier  Feet  is  a  Yoke.  The  Lq^nd  is  Libertas  G^RMANiJEy. 
and  the  Exergue  contains  dieie  Words, .  Pax  Mor aste- 
l^iENsis,  MQCXLVm.  implying,  that  liberty  wa$.  reftorel. 
to  Germany  by  the  Peace  of  Munjjler*  .    ^    ■     .. 

It  may  not  J^e  amils  to  rp^^ark, .  that .  the  Liberty  f)LGirmafn 
and  the  Slavo-y  of  France  yrett  the  Work  pfthe-.iame  KuuC 
or  rather  of  tne  fameHeacj^  I.iQeaA.tbat  of  the  &moiu  Carr* 
dinal  Richlieu^  who  contrived  this  Scheme  to  keep  the  Houfis 
fJiAuflria  within  Bounds,  and  to  hinder  her  from  ever  be- 
coming too  powerful  for  that  of  Bsurbon.  The  Reader  will 
likewife  fee,  th^t  for  this  very  Purpofe  France  took  (b  much 
Pains  to.aggrandize  the  Crown  of  Sweden ;  and  this  will  kad 
us  to  undcrfland  the  true  Motives  which  induce  the  French 
to  be  fo  complaifant  at  prefent  to  the  Kin^  of  PruJJia  ;  the 
Power  of  that  Prince,  in  refpedb  to  the  Empire,  or  rather  in 
refpe£l  to  the  Moufe  of  Aujlriay  ftanding  her  in  the  fame  Stead 
as  Sweden  did  formerly,  when  (he  was  more  powerful  than 
fhe  is  at  prefent.  This  Obfcrvation,  which  is  very  fhort, 
and  from  the  Hiftory  we  have  given  of  this  War  and  this 
Peace,  very  clear  and  convincing,  is  the  true  Key  to  the 
modern  Syftcm,  and  very*  fully  explains  the  prefent  Situation 
of  Things  in  Germany^  and  that  Conne£Uon  between  two  great 
Powers,  which  has  been  hitherto  held  equally  unnatural  and 
furprizine. 

The  Emperor  having  thus  reflored  the  Peace  of  Europe^  as 
well  as  of  the  Empire,  applied  his  whole  Care  to  the  refettling 
the  Tranquility  and  A  Velfare  of  bis  Dominions,  and  the  Autho- 
rity of  his  Family.  The  former  gain'd  him  the  Affection  of  his 
SuDJe£b,  and  he.  had  all  the  Succefs  he  could  wiOi  for  in  the 
latter.  He  procured  his  Son  Ferdinand^  already  King  of  Hwt" 
gary  and  Bohemia^  to  be  cledied  King  of  the  Romans  at  Aug/" 
bourg  in  1653.  But  when  he  thought  his  Felicity  effeihudly 
fecured,  he  found  it  Icaft  fo ;  for  on  the  4th  of  july^  in  the 
Year  following,  that  young  Prince  died,  which  ftruck  the 
Emperor  with  a  deep  Melancholy,  from  which  he  never 
recovered. 

lie  a£ted  However  as  to  publick  AfFairs  with  Dignity  and 

Spirit  i  thus  he  gave  povcrful  Afliftance.  .to.  the  Pcles  againft 

'    ^   "  the 
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the  Swedes^  who  would  otherwife  have  over-run  thell:  Cdua^ 
try  I  and  it  was  by  this  Means  alfo,  that  the  Danes  were  en* 
mged  to  take  the  fiune  Step,  and  to  break  with  the  Sweda ; 
mit  he  did  not  live  to  fee  the  Ifliie  of  thia  War,  dying  of 
a  Coisifiunption,  occafioned  as  has  been .  iaid,  by  his  Concern 
ibr  the  Lois  of  his  eldeftSon,  on  the  2d  of  j^l,  1657.  He 
waa  in  every  Refpeft  a  very  wife  and  great  Man,  ia 
moft  Things  a  very  fortunate  Prince,  and  if  his  Ambition 
had  been  Ids,  his  Authority  had  been  greater  1  but  «the  too 
mat  Warmth  he  difcovered  in  Matters  of  Religion,  and  the 
I)efire  he  had  to  extend  the  Imperial  Power  beyond  the 
Bounds  prefcribed  to  his  Predeceflbrs,  induced  the  Proteftant 
Prinoci  of  the  Empire  to  take  fuck  M^ures  for  their  Security, 
as  in  die  End,  notwithflanding  all  his  Vi£bries,  proved  la 
that  Re^pea  very  efFe£hial. 

Li9pM  L  the  younger  Son  of  the  Emperor  Fer£nandJSL 
did  not  immediately  fucceed  his  Father,  becaufe  he  was  under 
Age;  he  was  originally  intended  for  the  Church,  but  upon 
the  Death  of  his  Brother  Ferdinandy  he  ivas  crown'd  King  of 
Huf^ary  on  the  25th  of  June  1055,  and  King  of  BohemU 
on  the  lAth  of  September  the  (ame  Year*  O^  the.  i8th  oT 
yufy  1658,  he  was  defied  Emperor,  and  on  the  5th  of  ^«- 
giUl  following,  was  crown'd  at  Francfort.  In  the  beginning 
of  his  Reign,  the  War,  which  laifed  (o  long  betwixt  the 
SfUfdeSf  the  Danesy  the  Poles  and  the  Brandentur^ers^  was 
concluded  by  the  Treaty  of  Oliva  in  i66o. 

A  War  oroke  out  foon  after  betwixt  the  Emperor  and  the 
Hungariimsy  who  complained  that  their  Privil^es  were  in- 
vaded i  that  the  German  Troops  maintained  there  on  Pre- 
tence of  defending  them,  which  they  were  able  and  willing 
to  do  ihemfelves,  committed  all  Sorts  of  Violence  and  Cruelty ; 
that  the  Hungarians  in  Pofleffion  of  Offices  were  not  fufFered 
to  difcharge  them ;  that  the  Liberty  of  Relidon,  which  had 
been  allowed  them  by  feveral  Diets,  was  denied,  their  Churches  \ 
taken  from  them,  and  their  Minifters  banifhed,  becaufe  thqr 
were  not  of  the  Religion  of  their  Prince.  That  the  Nobility, 
who  ou^t  to  be  try*d  by  their  own  Judges,  were  try'd  by 
Germans  \  that  tho'  the  Revenue  was  more  than  fufficieht  to 
maintain  the  Troops,  yet  they  were  not  paid,  but  lived  bv 
Extortion,  or  invading  the  Turksy  vrho  made  fevere  Repri£w 
on  the  peaceable  Inhabitants  of  the  Country. 

The  Grand  Seignior  improved  this  Difference,  ^  and  the 
Emperor  taking  Part  with  the  Prince  of  Tranfihauia^  fet  up 
vrithout  his  Confent ;  he  therefore  gave  that  Title  to  Prince 
^iaffi.    The  Turis  defeat^  the  Ipperialifis  at  Claufingtourg, 
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tfid  t0dk  Nevoheufil  in  ^663,  but  Were  routed  tt  JEMTM^^Mbrff 
they  loft  6000  Men  1  and  aftBTvmds  at  Str  CMm^  vAMfe 
they  loft  above  the  fame  NmnbaT)  and  mitiif  GiMhM)CbM^ 
vhid)  brou^t  on  a  Peace.  TheJ&»^«riM»  fittfiil^^^ 
Privilegp  were  not  rdlored  according  t&  I¥oriiiftr«M 
prds'd  by  Girman  TiMjps,  and  'die  Office  ^  jMmI# 
aboliflied,  which  had  continued  tnitiy  hurttfed- YbUil 
joined  with  the  TrmfihamiiHs  to  obtain  IMp  finrtM^tfife  1 
The  very  Monks  preached 'that  their  Y^liB^v^m  UM^  onn 
that  of  the  Gmnam ;  for  this  Iiifurredi^n  llle4k}aMfir'  tf  ^ 
riW,  ftangipam  and  jMh<{^  were  ptit  to  «eMy^'#Mdiallhl- 
der'd  Prince  ii<^g«(^  talmp  Arms  s  tr#OMhit4lir/ 
jn  his  Caftk,  fuft  «b  Ifte  Imfjkeriidifts  had  M^dMH 
•were  left  witfaeiA  a  Head^  dil  yourtt  •Gefeiiit  #«AAt»'*lrh6 
was  then  but  fifteen  Years  of  Age,  and  from  Ilk  ftWMPi^l^idi 
•Co  S'rmijihama^  came  Co  cfpoOfe  their  Cadc-f -MMl'fc  mic 
Sufpicion  of  being  wdt-affisded  td  whidiy  W  MM  tttif  tteated 
widi  much  Severity.  ^•^   ''  •    ,.  :  - 

He  waa  reoeived  with  die  utmoft  Joy,  «nd  tbCf  ^kStJtt  fS 
the  Hmgariam  became  almoft  genend  y  btttM#tf«f,  <M  Gir- 
J9r^  Forces  in  that  Kingdbm  feon  rdhlced  ^^ttM^  the'Ne- 
ceffity  of  repining  in  fecret  againft  the  EnfpeMr'a  Mtiaflfits, 
inftcad  6f  opetdy  taking  up  Amis,  as  they  eMAiM^'M^bdcML 

His  Imperial  Majef^s  ThouehtS  vMch  «We '  e/Mldjf 
turned  towards  the  Settlement  of  his  o^n  jydtiiiMRaiS  "vMth* 
out  the  leaft  Inclination  to  iiicroachon^  or  <fiftfirlyhisMd^- 
hours,  were  called  off  by  the  ambitious  VieiM  dF-  aMoriabfch 
who  (pent  his  whole  Life  in  difturbing  the 'Peace  iX  Europe  % 
for  in  1672  the  Fnndf  invaded  Lower  Gerinatr^  knA  wrx- 
run  moft  of  the  United  Provinces.  The  Eleftor  tS  Treves 
having  no  Force  to  oppofe  the  Preneb^  was  obliged  to  iSMe 
them  a  Paflage  throu^  his  Dominions.  And  the  Archbiftop 
of  Co/egne^  and  the  fiifhop  of  Munjier  joined  widi  -them 
againft  thar  Country.  The  Ele£)or  of  Btandntkirgh  demand- 
ed Afiflimce  of  the  Emperor  to  proled  hirDudi^  'idfCbver^ 
but  the  JPhfuk  over-ran  it  before  he  could  pmcufe  Itt^.   ' 

The  f^iemi  in  1673  entered  jf/Jkce^  where  they  tocit  fis 
veral  Towns»  and  hid  part  of  the  Pahdnate  un^  Oofft^ii^ 
dons.  The  Duke  oSLimnnj  1M10  coininahded  die  Eltq^^Pbf^ 
Army^  woidd  have  joined  Capi^tra^  but  was  picifiBlltM  bjr 
M.  iureme,  which  occafion'd  the  ineftefhial  Bttde  oF  SniP- 
flmffu  The  EIe£br  Palatine  ^en^^fo  mudi  proviokM  at  die 
ravaring  his  Country,  diat  he  fent  M.  Turenm  t  CHaffltehrt, 
which  he  wotdd  not  accept,  without  AUowance  4dBI  m 
tteHch  Kin^  his  Mafter.    Thefe  Things,  vridr  the  Hkme 
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ilf  Trkfes^  obliged  the  Empire  to  declare  War,  ihd  afTeniblc 
more  Ttoops;  upon  vAiich  M:  Turenne  repafled  the  Rhine 
mi  eftitretiched  near  PbiBfPmrg\  .  , 

In  1674  the  G'imiam  '  fbi^t  Marfhal  Turenne  near  Molt' 

nm^,  where  both  Sides  claimed  the  Vidory.  In  1675  the 
Prmdf  defeated  the  Germans  near  Qfbn'ay ;  but  MontecvcuK  fuc- 
rmmA\n^  the  Duke  of  Bcumonville  in  the  Command  of  the 
German  Armji  he  yna  a  more  equal  Match  for  Turenne^ 
who  being  encamped  near  himj  and  going  to  an  Eminence 
to  view  his  Army,  was  kiU'd  by  a  Cannon  Ball,  which  put 
an  End  to  his  GI017,  that  was  tamiihed  before  by  his  turning 
F»iiL  Afto*  the  Battle  ofAhenhHm  the  French  repafTed  the 
Rmne^  where  the  Duke  De  Duras,  Nephew  to  Turenne^  ac- 
quired much  Reputation  by  retiring  with  little  Lofs  in  Sight 
of  the  Enemy  from  a  diiadvantageous  Camp. 

In  1679^  uie  War  between  the  Empire,  the  French  and 
the  Duictj  was  concluded  by  the  Treaty  of  Nimegueny  where 
die  King  of  Siveden  was  Mediator,  by  which  France  got  Frt- 
tmurg  and  the  Burgau  in  lieu  of  PhiGpJbc^gy  and  the  Sivedes  re- 
covered die  Provinces  they  had  loft  in  the  War.  After  the 
Peace  of  Nimeguen^  the  French  King  began  to  ercd^  Cliambers  of 
Re-union  at  Metz  and  Brifacki  where  by  the  Sentence  of  his 
own  Judg^  feveral  Princes  were  required  to  furrender  thofe 
Provinces  and  Cities  that  were  alledged  to  be  dependant  oh 
his  new  Acquifitions  >  and  fuch  as  would  not  comply^  were 
compdlM  byForce^  particularly  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  the 
Ekfior  of  Treves, 

The  French  alfo  ftill  kept  Pofleffion  of  thofe  Places,  they 
had  ftipulated  to  furrender  to  the  Empire  by  the  Peace. 
The  Emperor's  Minifters  gave  in  a  Memorial  to  the  Diet  at 
MatifiiH  of  thefe  Proceedings,  and  the  States  unanimouflv 
leibtved  that  they  were  contrary  to  the  Treaties ;  but  i7e^ 
land  and  Brandenhurgh  were  not  inclined  to  a  Rupttire  widi 
France.  In  1680  the  French  fur  prized  Strafloicr^y  by  the 
Trcadaueev  of  fome  of  their  new  Magiftrates.  Tlie  King  of 
Frame  licewiie  xifA  to  get  the  Dauphin  ele£ted  King  of  the 
Remansy  but  mifcarried  in  it.  In  1681  he  made  a  Treaty 
with  Count  Tekely^  who  had  a  ftrong  Party  of  Malecontents 
in  Hangarjy  was  in  great  Efteem  with  the  Grand  Seignior,' 
and  cng^iged  the  Turks  to  invade  Hungary  before  the  Empe-^ 
ror  was  aware  of  it. 

In  1683  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  befieged  Nfjalxeufely  but  was 
obliged  to  break  up  from  thence  on  the  Grand  Vizier's  march- 
ing  ajninft  him.  At  ihe  dune  Time  three  Thoufand  Tartart 
harri&d  the  Country,  and  the  Germcnt  widi  great  Difficuky 
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retired  towards  Vtema  ;  for  three  thoufaifd  Turks  and  Trnigra 
fell  upon  their  Baggage,  topk  it,  and  killed  taoSt  of  the 
Convoy  ;  but  Prince  Lnvis  of  Baden  refcued  part  of  the 
Bagg^ige.  I'he  New's  of  this  occafi^^ned.  an  incredible  Con- 
ilcmation  at  Vienna.  The  Emperor  removed  to  Lintz^  and 
tnoft  of  the  Citizens  were  for  leaving  die  City; -but  the 
Approach  of  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  next  Day  encouraged 
them  ;  fo  that  they  began  to  repair  the  Fortifications,  and  the 
Garrifon  was  reinforce!,  there  not  being  above  two  hundred 
regular  Forces  in  the  City  before. 

The  Turks  opened  their  Trenches  the  fY&eenth  oi  yafy  ^ 
the  Garrifon  under  Count  Stharemberg  diiputcd  every  Inch  of 
Ground,  and  by  frequent  Sallies  cut  oir  great  Numbers  of 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  ot  Lorrain  definted 
Tekely-y  took  his  Baggage,,  and  relieved  Prefiurg^  that  was 
ready  to  have  fallen  into  his  Hands.  The  Duke  eneaged 
him  a  fecond.  Time  on  the  Borders  of  Mnravia^  and  rorcod. 
him  to  retire,  l^he  Siege  oi  Vienna  continued  to  the  twdfth 
of  September  with  all  the  Fury  imaginable ;  and  the  Befi^ed 
behaved  themfelves  with  the  utmoft  Intrepidity,,  till  tbc^  were 
relieved  by  die  Confipderate  Army  of  eigh^  tbouianaMen, 
confifting  of  hnperialijls  and*  PoUs^ 

The  right  Wing  was  commanded  by  John  Sakie/kiy  Kinz 
oi  Polandy  the  Left  by  the  TLlcSiotoi  Bavaria  and  the  Duke  ot 
Lorrain^  and  the  main  Body  by  the  Elector  of  Saxony  and 
Prince  WaldecL  They  forced  the  Enemy's  Entrenchments,^ 
and  during  the  Engagement  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  detached. 
Prince  Lewis  of  Baden^  with  a  Body  of  Horfe,  Foot,  and 
Dragoons,  to  relieve  the  Chy ;  which  be  did,  and  killed  moft 
of  the  Turks  that  were  employed  in  the  Aflault.  Upon  this 
the  Turkifi)  Horfe  fled,  and  left  their  Foot  and  Camp  to  the 
Mercy  of  the  Chrijlians^  who  gained  a  fignal  Vidtoiy,  with 
the  Lofs  only  of  one  thoufand  Men.  The  Turks  loft  about 
fcventy-five  thoufand,  with  their  Baggage,  and  one  hundred 
and'  twenty  Cannon  ;  and  the  Garifon  loft  about  fix  thoufand. 
Men  during  the  Siege,  which  lafted  fifty-nine  Days  opea 
Trenches. 

After  the  taking  of  Buda^  Prince  Abajfi  began  to  temporize 
with  the  Emperor.  But  the  Duke  of  Lcrrain  entered  TrentJU^ 
vaniay  as  Count  Tikcly  foretold  him  would  happai,  and  obliged 
that  Prince  and  the  States  to  a  Subiniffion  ;  forcing  them  to  fur- 
render  their  Fortrefles,  and  conclude  a  treaty  very  advantageous 
to  the  Emperor  5  upon  which  the  Prince  retired  to  Forgats. 
About  this  Time  the  flroiig  Fortrcfs  of  Agria  furrcndercd  to 
the  ImperraUfts^   and  MdtiUjwud  IV.  Emperor  of  the  Tjirks^ 

wa& 
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I0vas  depofed,  and  his  Birodier  fet  up  in  his  Stead*  The  Em« 
peror'A  cood  Succefs  put  him  upon  getting  his  Son,  the  Arch- 
Duke  yyephj  crowned  King  of  Hungary. 

He  went  himfelf  to  Prejburg  upon  this  Occafion,  where  he 
aflemhled  the  States^  and  told  diem.  He  would  have  the 
Crown  made  hereditary.  The  States  took  it  into  Confi- 
deration  ;  reprefented  their  Grievances  as  ufual,  and  faid  they 
were  willing  to  eled  the  Arch-Duke ;  but  defircd  their  Freedom 
<A  Election  might  be  continued,  and  that  the  Crown  fhoukl 
not  become  hereditary  :  That  the  German  Troops  might  be 
recaDed  when  Peace  was  made  with  the  Turks^  and  all  their 
Grievances  redrefled  before  the  Coronation.  The  Emperor 
^owed  them  fourteen  Days  to  deliberate  and  draw  up  their 
Grievanoesr ;  but  told  them  he  had  been  at  more  Charge  to 
defiend  their  Kin^om  againft  the  Turks  than  it  was  tvorth^  and 
therefore  had  a  Kight  to  look  upon  it  as  one  of  his  hereditary 
Countries. 

There  was  great  Debates  about  this  in  the  Diet  \  and 
idle  Count  de  Drafcwuhz,  the  chief  Judge  of  the  Kingdom^' 
having  reprefented  the  Confequences  of  it^  they  prayed  the 
Emperor  not  to  make  fuch  an  Alteration  in  their  Conftitu- 
tion.  But  the  Count  being  found  dead  in  his  Bed  fome  Days 
after,  no  Body  knows  how,  thofe  of  his  Sentiments  durft  not 
any  more  talk  of  it.  Some  defired  they  might  be  at  Liberty 
to  chufe  any  fuch  Prince  of  the  Honfc  of  Aujiria  as  they 
fliould think  fit;  but  this  was  alfo  rejected. 

There  were  two  other  Things  which  retarded  the  Coro- 
nation ;  the  fit  ft  was,  that  according  to  an  Article  of  King 
Jhdreuf%  Declaration,  any  of  the  thre;:-  Eftates  had  a  Right 
fx>  oppoie  the  King  when  he  afbcd  againll  the  Laws  of  the 
Kingdom)  without  being  guilty  of  Treafon :  But  the  Emperor 
wotuTd  not  allow  of  that.  The  fecond  was,  that  the  Pro- 
teflant^  who  had  joined  with  the  Court  to  get  the  Crown 
made  hcreditar}',  thought  it  a  proper  Seafon  to  demand  that 
they  fhould  be  maintained  in  their  antient  Privileges  :  That 
the  Churches  and  States  which  had  been  taken  from  thcnn 
fince  1667  (hould  be  rcftored  :  That  they  (hould  have  Do-- 
puties  in  every  Diet :  That  the  Jefuits  fhould  not  meddle 
in  Affairs  of  State^  or  what  related  to  the  Protefhmt  Religion": 
That  they  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  fettle  in  any  other  riaoo 
than  where  they  then  were :  And  that  Count  Caraffa^  who 
had  got  many  innocent  People  cut  off  on  Pretence  of  PIot% 
(houM  be  turned  oat  of  his  Places  and  the  Miniftry. 

But  the  States  did  not  think  it  a  fcafonable  Time  for  the 
Ardlcftants  to  inAft   on  thefe  Things.     And  thus,  on  tbo 
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tw6ntv-hinth  oi  December^  the  Kingdom  was  made  herMtbuyr 
and  the  Power  of  the  Prince  declared  in  a  manner  abfidiite,. 
fo  that  the  People  could  do  nothing  but  figh  foftheLofibf 
their  Liberty :  For  Count  Tekely^  who  had  fprniiedy'  acquir- 
ed k'  much  Glory,  had  failed  of  late  in  moft  of  his  AttemiMs, 
and  was  not  able  to  keep  up  their  Spirits,  or  ilfibtd  them 
any  probable  Hopes  of  Relief. 

The  War  againft  the  Turks  was  ftill  profecuted  with  variduis 

Succefs  for  feveral  Years,  notwithftanding  that  the  Frimcb  in 

1689  fell  into  Germany  with  a  great  Army^   and  committed 

fuch  Outrages  as  were  inconfiftent  widi  the  Laws  of  Wai. 

This  Conduct  of  theirs  fo  totally  ddftroyed' the latercft* they 

had  among  the  German  Prihces,   that  in  1690"  die  Emperor 

procured  his  Son  the  Arch-Diike  7^/2;^,    who  was  alitady 

KLne  of  Hungarsy  to  be  deded  lung  of '  the  TZ^mirj ';   ahd 

the  Year  following,    the  Tirr/i  were  defeated  by  the  Inipe^ 

rialtjis  in  the  BatUe  of  Saiankemetiy  in  which  they  loft  meir 

Grand  Vizier  Cupirli^  and  twenty'  diouiand  Men.    The  War 

continued  notwithftanding,   chiefly  from  the  Encduragfemefit 

given  to  the  Infidels  by  the  FremiJy  iaiid  the  Vaft  Eflbits  they 

made  in  their  Favour.    The  Tsrrifi  likewife  did  all  that 'by 

in  their  Power  to  ballnace  the  foriner  Saccefles  of  tKe  Lnp^^ 

rialijis\  but  in  1607,  Prince  jPti^^w  defeated. onedTthe  mofl 

powerful  Armies  the  Infidels  c\'er  brought  intCb -the  Fidd,  af 

Zantdy  in  which  decifive  ASion  25,000  TinEf*  peifi&ed. 

The  French  perceiving  Aat  this  Blow  had  put  it  out  df 
the  Power  of  their  good  Allies  to  do  airr-  thinffmore  for 
thelr  Service,  refolved  to  get  out  of  the  War  in  Time,  and* 
make  the  bdl  Peace  for  themfelves  they  could  $  which  they 
accordingly  did  at  Rjffkwck^  whereby  they  cjaitted  'all  their 
Re-unions  in  Jlface :  But  the  Popyh  Religion  ,was  to  re*^ 
main  where  they  had  fettled  it.  The  Eltftor  Palatine  Was 
reflorcd  to  his  Territories,  'on  paying  aoOvOOO  Livrei  j&^' 
Annum  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Orleansy  till  her  Pretenfiohs-  wer6' 
decided.  Dinant  was  reftortd  to  Liege  \  StUr/bourgrtfipitd' 
to  France  ;  and  Fort-Kiely  Frthurgj  Star-Ferty  •  Old  Bh/ac^- 
and  PWipjbourg  rdlorcd  to'  the  Empire. 

The  French  were  to  dcmoliffi  the  Fortificatidns  over-againfl 
Hunningen  and  fort-Lctvis ;  the  CafUes  ofTraerbacby  Ebren^ 
hurgy  Kimburgy  zxA  the  Fortrefs  of  M^nt^Royaly   were  to  be" 
demolifhcd  and  jiven  to  thcfir  ri^t  Owners.     The  Duke  of 
Lorrain  was  rcftorcd  to  tii^  own  Country,    and  to  Nancy  i 
and    the  Caftlcs  of  Bitfch  and  Hamburg  were  to  be  ra2ed.^: 
The  Proteflant  Princes  of  the  Empire  gave  in  a  Memorial* 
againfl  eflabliihing  Popery  in  Alfatiay  bccaufc  contrary  to  the' 

fundamental 


Ibndunental  Laws  ef  the  Empire,  /.  r.  to  tlie  Peace  of  Reli- 
gion made  in  1588,  and  to  tliat  of  IVfJlpbalta  and  Nimegtien^ 
which  were  the  Bails  of  this  Treaty :  And  that  this  Article 
was  likewife  contrary  to  the  Capitulations  of  the  Emperor  and 
the  King  of  the  Kmamy  by  wiiich  the  faid  Peace  of  Reli- 
gion 'oeas  fccured^  but  without  Elfie£b. 

The  Turksy  findinc  ^emfehres  abandoned  in  this  manner 
by  thoic  who  drew  them  into  the, War,  and  who  had  more 
than  once  binder'd  them  fix>m  makiiijg  Peace  upon  reafon- 
aUe  Terms,  reTolvGd  to  accept  the  Mediation  of  the  Mari* 
tiixie  Poweis,  and  te  conclude  a  Peace  with  the  Emperor  anB 
bis  Allies  on  the  Ixfft  Terms  that»  in  their  prcfcnt  Circum- 
ftances,  coujd  be  had.  Accordingly v  after  great  Pains  taken 
by  Lord  Pagtt  and  Mr.  Collier^  who  conduced  this  Nego- 
tiation, on  yanuary  26  1699^  a  Truce  was  fign'd  for  25 
Ycaxs  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Tiois  at  Carlowitz. 
The  chief  Articles  of  which  were,  That  Trofifihama  ftiould 
remain  intire  to  the  ETXipercrr,  but  the  Province  of  Temifwaer 
to  the  ^taki  :  That  the  Emperor  (hould  demolifh  Carcnfe-^ 
leiSf  Litfa^  Zenwocky  Brrjke,^  and  ^ahky  and  never  re-forufy 
them.  The  Iflands  of  the  Rivers  Save  and  Morofch  were  to 
belong  to  the  Emperor,  but  the  Ufe  of  thofe  Rivers  to  both. 
All  Prifoners  taken  during  the  War  to  be  exchanged,  or  ran- 
fomed  :  No  Protedlion  on  cither  Side  to  be  given  to  Rebels 
and  Malccontcnts :  The  Papifts  in  the  Tttrkijh  Territories 
were  to  have  the  firce  Exercife  of  their  Religion,  llic  Czar, 
the  King  of  P^land^  and  the  Republick  otyenicfj  were  com- 
prehended in  this  Treaty;  but  Count  TMy  was  excluded. 
The  Grand  Seignior  made  him,  by  way  of  Compenfation, 
Prince  of  ff^iddony  Caranfebasj  and  Lvgosy  with  thdr  Dcpen- 


At  Mthc  Time  £he  laft  General  War  broke  out  on  the  Score 
of  the  Spanijk  SuecefHon,  the  Affairs  of  the  Emperor  Leopold 
were  but  in  a  venr  indifferent  Condition.  He  faw  plainly, 
that  without  the  Afliilance  df  the  Emphre  it  was  impoiiiblc 
for  him  to  aAefFeSuaBy  agsinft  France  \  and  he  faw  at  the 
fame  Time,  diat  it  would,  be  very  difficult  to  engage  the 
I^inces  and  States  of  <7#n7jmiy  in  a  War,  with  which  they  had 
no  &rther  Concern,  that  as  Philip  V.  King  of  Spain  had  taken 
Pofleflion-.of  theDutchy  of  Mkny  which  was  a  Fief  belong- 
ing to  the  Empire;  and  the  Dukes  oi  Savoy  2nA  Mantua  de- 
daring  a£;ainfl  the  Emperor,  whofe  Vailals  they  were*  Yet  fo 
great  an  Intereil  his  Imperial  Majefty  had,  that  by  degrees  he 
hrought  all  the  Circles  to  enter  into  the  Alliance  he  had  form'd 
with  the  Maritiaie  Powers^  which  was  brought  to  bear  in  the 
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Year  1701,  wheDit>wa$  agr^  that  tbe  Empire  fiiog]4  raifl^ 
an  Army  of  120,000  Men ,  which,  however,  were  nevct 
aflembled  but  upon  Paper. 

The  Elector,  of  Bavaria  fided  with  Frana  5  as  did  alfo  hia 
Brother  the  Elcftor  oi Cologne:  The  former  ann'd  In  .his  own 
D'iininions,  and  the  latter  admitted  French  Troops  into  hisr 
Towns.  The  Duke  of  Wolfembuttle  alfo  raifcd  Troops  for 
the  Service  of  France  \  but  lyefpxc  they  were  in  a  Condition 
to  aft,  theEleftor  oi  Han«uery  our  late  Spvereign,  Airround* 
ed  his  Forces,  and  obliged  tbem  to  enter  ii\to  the. Imperial 
Service;  which  was  a  Point  of  very,  great  Importance  at 
that  Time,,  and  fo  acknowledged  by  the  Emperor.  . 

.  In.  1702,  the  Eledtor  of  Savaria  feized  the  City.of  L%f, 
The  Army  of  the  Empire,  under  Prince  Lewis  of  Badeuj  was 
beat  at  Fridlinghen  ;  and  France  took  Poflefition  of  the  Dutc}iy 
of  Lorrainy  and  the  greateft  Part  of  the  £le£);orate  of  Treves. 
In  1703,  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria  defeated  another  Imperial 
General,  made  himfelf  Mafier  of  the  City  of  Rfltifion^  and 
feized  there  all  the  Miniilcrs  aiTcmbled  at  die  Diet  of  the  Em-; 
pirc.  He  afterwards  made  an  Irruption  into.TJr^/,  out,. of 
which  he  was  driven  by. the  Inhabitants :  But  upon  .his  Rqtuni 
into  Germany^  being  join'd  by  M.  Villars  with  a  Body  of 
French  Forces,  he  defeated  the  Imperiallfts  at  the  firft  Battle 
of  Htchflcdy  and  foon  after  made  Wmfelf  Mafter  of  Augfiurg. 
1'his  \"car  alfo  Prince  Raf[oiJki  raifed  an  InfurroSlion  in  Hun- 
gary \  and  by  thcfe  feveral  Misfortunes  the  Emperor,  was  driven 
to  the  laft  Degree  of  Diftrefs.  The  Bavarians  being  on  the 
Frontiers  of  his  Dominions  on  one  Side,  and  the  Malecontent 
Hungarians  making  Inroads  to  the  very  Gates  of  Vienna  on 
the  other.  In  the  midft  however  of  all  thefe  Difficulties  his 
Imperial  Majefiy  declared,  in  the  Month  of  September^  the 
Arch- Duke  Charles  King  of  Spain^  by.  the  Name  of  Charles  III. 
who  in  that  Qiiality,  was  acknpwlcdged,  received,  and  fupport- 
cd  by  the  Allies. 

In  1704,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  form'd  the  glorious 
Refolution  of  delivering  the.  Emperor  and  Empire  at  once  i 
with  which  View  he  advanced  with  the  Army  of  th^  Allies 
into  Suabia^  and  on  the  2d  jof.July  forced  the  Lines  at  SJ^el-- 
lenbergy  which  opcn'd  a  Paflage  into  Bavaria.  On  the  13th 
of  Augujl  following  he  defeated  die  Bavarians,  and  French^  in 
the  fecond  Battle  of  Hocbjledj  or  Blci:heim  ;  in  which,  with 
the  Lois  of  about  50CO  Men,  he  killed  12000  of  the  Enemy, 
took  as  many  Pri/oncrs,  togcdier  ^ith  all  their  Artillery  and 
Baggage  ;  after  which  he  drove  the  French  intirely  out  caGer- 
sranjfp  and  retuin'd  with  his  victorious  Army  into  the  L^ 
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^urHries.  T'hc  Empercr  ^'as  no  Icfe  fucccfeful  agaiiift  the 
Hungarian  Malecontents ;  fo  that,  as  this  was  the  laft,  it 
might  be  accounted  the  moft  glorious  Year  of  his  I/ife.  He 
ili<5  at  Vienna  on  the  5th  of  May  following,  in  the  64th 
Year  of  his  Age,  and  46th  of  his  Reign.  He  was  llirice  mar- 
ried ;  firft  to  Margareta  There/a^  Daughter  to  Philip  IV. 
King  of  Spain  \  fecondly  to  Claudia^  Daughter  to  the  Arch- 
duke Ferdinand  his  Couhn^  and  thirdly  to  Ekancra^  Daugh- 
^r  to  the  Elcftor  PaJatinCy  by  whom  he  left  two  Sons  and 
three  Daughters.. 

The  Emperor  Jofeph  who  fucccedcd  his  Father,  bcino;  already 

Kingof  the  Rcmam^  was  in  the  Eluwtr  of  his  Age  j  Ining  at 

^hat  Time  about  l\\Tnty-five,  and  a  Prince  of  as  jrrcat  Hopes  as 

.any  in  kurope.     It  was  believed,  that  at  the  very  Beginning  of 

his  Reign  an  End  might  have  been  put  to  the  W;.r,  by  tlie 

Hecovcry  of  Lorrain^  ar."  entering  that  waj^  into  France  ;  and 

it  was  Kkcwifc  propofed  to  bring  itbout  an  Accommo<lation 

with  tiic  Hungarians.      The  former  was  defeated  by  Princp 

J^ivois  of  Baderj^s  failing  the  Dolce  of  Marlborough^  whom  he 

ought  to  have  jc.in'd  ;  and  the  latter  came  to  nothing  through 

<he  Obftinacj  of  the  Malecontents,  who,  tho'  they  mi^ht  fce 

beaten,  could  never  be  humbled. 

In 'rfic  Beginning  of  the  Year  1706,  there  happened  a  kind 
of  general  Infurrcction  among  the  Pcafants  in  Bavaria^  cut  of 
mccr  Loyalty  to  their  Sovereign,    at  that  Time  retired  into 
France ;  but  it  was  fupprcfltd,  tho'  not  without  vaft  Effufion 
^Hood  ;  fome  thoufands  being  kill'd  in  the  Field,  and  many 
afterwards  hanged,    in  order  to  terrify  the  reft.     This  only 
icrved  to  fharpcn  the  Emperor's  Refentment ;    who,  on  the 
firft  of  Mayy  proceeded  to  put  the  Eleftors  of  Bavaria  and 
iCobgne  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire.     The  French  not  only 
relieved  Fort  Lnvisj  but  alfo  recovered  Drufenheim  and  Hague- , 
yiau^  which  they  had  loft  the  Year  before;  and  in  the  laft- 
mentioned  Place  they  became  Mafters  of  a  fine  Train  of  Ar- 
tiUeiy,  which  drew  a  Sufpicion  upon  Prince  Lewis  of  Bad^n^ 
as  if  he  had  left  it  there  for  them  ;  but  his  Highnefs  dying 
foon  afterwards,  and  the  military  Affairs  of  the  Empire  going 
then  rather  worfe  than  before,  convinced  the  World  that  he 
liad  been  afpcrfed,  and  the  Loffes  under  his  Command  owing 
to  Misfortune,  and  not  any  Fault  in  him. 
.     In   1707,    the  French^    under  the  Command    of  MaHhal 
Villars^  forced  the  Imperialifts  in  their  Lines,  and  over-ran  all 
£uabia  and  JVirtcmberg^    raifing  moft  dreadful  Contributions, 
for  which  that  General  was  famous  :  And  it  is  very  highly 
jjirobable  he  would  have  pulh'd  ftill  farther  int^  the  Empire^  if 
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hC'  fei4  nttrbecar  prevented  'By-thcr  fiiqge  bf^fvaAvr;  fo'thal 
none: o^^heAHidi-eap'dro  great  ProAt  fmntfait  Expedition 
as-the  Entpcroy,  whonvis^moft  agunft  it.-  (The Negotiationi 
with  t he ;  Etmgarktns  'wcbt ,  on;-  but  te>  n6:Piirpofe  ;  tfao*  :thc 
M2ritime  Powers  offered  their  MediatiQ^^md^^^boured'-aD 
they  ^conld 'to -have  broug^zabout' a  Peace:     r  c:  .. 

In  4he  Beginnintr.  of  lytefi^di^pfr  hoppeit^da:  Dife^  bet 
twecA  bift  Imperial MqeQif  aadthcPope,  in  wfatch.ttieJittet 
vras  tedndcd'  to  fiibmit  tpfu^  Ttnns  as  werQ'fudcrib'd  Jiiim 
and  -obJi^  to  acknowled^  die  ArdwDuiee  -fiMr/rr-  in  Qnai^ 
lity  of  (King  of  Spain^  and  confequehtly  of  N^fJesy  mudi 
aooinft^'KistlncKflation;  -  biSHmJers  tiie  Fnrub  weice^  beat  at 
Uudaarti^'knd  lo&  Li/k^-  but  ithe  Arinjr  of  the  Empre  iraf 
able  to '^  nothang* !  >.-^ 

In  pr7rc,:  the  Emperor'  propoied  fending  to  diat  Anmr 
iicooofhis  own  TroopS)i.and  to  •lontribute  a' la^  Sum  dF 
Mon^  -  t^iWaids  the  Exptsnces  of  the  Campoion  ;  yet  diefe 
Promifes  were  (a  indifferemly^  complyed  with;  that  the  Eledor 
of  IfantfViry-  who  was^  to  have  «oinnianded  the  Army  of  die 
Empire,  thought  fit  to  rvturn  to  his  own  Dominion^.  In 
Hvngaryj  however,  the  M.decontents  were  fo  cfiedually 
beaten,  that  their  Chiefs  thought  fit  to  retire  ;  and  in  all  Pro^' 
babilitv-  an  End  had  been  put  to.  the  Troubles  in  that  King- 
dom, if  the  Emperor  had  not  died  of  a  very  fhort  Dbicfs  on 
the  17th  tJi  Afffil  1711,  in  the  33d  Year  of  his  ^e,  and  at 
the  Clofv*  'Of*  the  fixth  Year  of  his  Reign  ;  leaving  1^  his  Em- 
nn:fs,  who  was  aPriiiceis  of  thcHoufe  of  Hanovery  no  Male 

I/Fjc. 

Claries  VL  the  late  Emperor's  only  Brother,  and  the  fole 
Ife'r  Male  of  the  Houfe  ^i  Aujiria^  was  elected  hisSucceflbc 
in  the  Month  of  ^tt^///?  in  the  fame  Year,  and  was  crownM 
irt  DecH^htir  following.  By  his  Return  out  of  Catebmdt^  he 
loft -all  Ho^>es  of  recovering  the  Kingdom  of  Sf>ain  j  and  the 
Peace'^if  Vtr&cht,  in  the  foHov/ing  Year,  put  it  out  of  his 
Powet  16;  CAIry  on  the  War  in  ^z  Lew  Countries,  On  the 
2ad  oTMoj'^^i^'i  he  was  crown'd  King  of  ife»g»rjr  2xPriJ^ 
i^^»rjf,'iio*  began  to  employ  all  his  Thoughts  on  fettting- 
the  SUi^^ellbft-' fn  the  Houfe  tA  Auftrla^  in  cafe  he  fhould  die 
^vithpiil'Uniei  artd  the  firtding  out  Ways  and  Means  fcH-  car- 
jyitt^'oii  ^6' War  with /rii»^^. 

*  fiT  f eJpfcft  to  the  foRnef,  he  declared  the.  eldcft  of  his 
Niccfilv^  ft>le  Heireis  ;  and  ilf  regard  to  the  latter,  he  march- 
ed-J  tereftf  Body  ©f  Forces  into  the  Lhu  CountrUs  i  but  was 
'eenifef -f^irrcd  to  employ  all  hisTroo^  in  fccuring  the. 
Frontierd^of'the  £mcir^  v^ich  were  attacked  by  the  iWnrA;' 

who, 
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"mhoy  bd«m  the  QoTe  of  die  Year  17139  reduced  the  fttong 
Fortrefi  of  Frib§urg\  which,  with  otner  MisfiMtimes,  f6rc^ 


Kim  to  mike  *  Peace  with /rwwf^- that  was  £gnM.  at 

Jladt  on  the  6di  '^of  -MarA  1714,  -diiefly  on  the  Flan  of  the 
Treaty  of  ^jSSpWnr.    • 

In  the  following  :Ycar  hp-dcchaxd.War  -againft  tfae:7//rij, 
in  Fsvouf  of  the:  ^^Emt/imft' .  Plrixicc  Eugau  commanded  the 
Imperial  Armies,  -as  he. Had*,  done  2gfkjA' ibt\French  and  Spa^ 
mards\  and. on  the  5tk.oryir^: -17 16,  totally  defeated  die 
Infidels  at  P^titrvkndJtny  wherein  (be.  Grand  Vizier  and  ten 
Bafhaws  wene  kill'd  upon  the  fipDtj-  their  intire  Train  of 
170  Pieces  of  Gannon,  theirnuGtaiTi  Cheft^  an^  ill  thenr  Bag*- 
gage,  £dling  ifAo  the^Hands  of  th^  ImpeeiaKfts.  *  Ttte-  impor- 
tant City  OT  Temefwaer  furrendcr'd  on  the  .rjtb:  Qi:0&okiri 
whidi  added  a  tery  confidersUe  Country  .to  tlie  Smpcror^s 
Dominions,  in  Quality  of  King  of. /im^^.  -.  ^    -. 

The  next  Year  Prince  Eugency  at  the  Head:0f.thrlmperi2d 
Army,  invefted  Belgrade  \  to  die.  Relief  of  which-  die  Turh, 
march-'d  a$  greait  an  Army  as  it  was  in  their  Power>  urider 
the  Command  of  the  new  Grand  Vizier ;  which  Army^ 
however,  was  defeated  on  the  k5th  of  Auguji  17I7,  after  an 
obftinate  Eng^ement  of  five  Hours;.  In  this  A^on  the  Turh 
lofl  131  Pieces  of  BraTs  Cannon,^  37  Mortars,  52  Colours^ 
and  nine  Horfe«TaiJs.  On  the  j  7th  of  the  fame  Month 
Belgrade  capitulated  ;  and  foon  after  the  Turk  confented  ti> 
a  Peace,  or  rather  to  a  Truce  for  twenty-five  Years,  which 
was  concluded  at  Paffarountz  imder  the  Mediadon  of  the 
Maritime  Powers. 

•  While  diis  War  lafted.  King  PhlUp  V.  of  Spain  had  at- 
tacked the  ifland  of  Sardiniay  which  had  been  left  to  the 
Emperor  by  die  late  Treaty  of  Peace  ;  and  was  very  near 
making  the  Conqueft  of  the  Ifland  of  Sidfy^  which  had  been 
yielded  to  the  Duke  ofSavoy^  with  the  Tide  of  Kifl^  But 
the  great  Powers  of  Europe-,  perceiving  that  thcfeOifputfis 
would  bring  on  a  new  general  War,  refolved  to  cut  them 
fhort  J  and  to  diis  End  the  Qiiadruple  Alliance  was  COtidndcd 
between  the  Emperor,  France^,  Great^Britainf.  and  HoUan^L 
By  which  both  &ar£nia  and  iictlf  were  recovered  ■  out  of 
the  Hands  of  the  Spamards\  and  the  former  given  ia  Ex* 
change  for  the  latter,  to  the  Duke  of  $^raf«v,  fmce  iiiled  Xing . 
of  Sardma*  In  order  to  prever^t  future  Dd>ates,;~and.to  in.. 
duce Spain  to  accede  to  this.Treaty^  .it  Was  agreed  dttt.  the 
liTue  of  his Cadiolick Majeilv PlMp  V.  by  hisiec^ndl X^ueea . 
EJizabetby  Daughter  to  thej^ukieof  ^^rrviai  fhould'fiMxeiBd.ti^ 
theDon^nionrof  ihisPiince)  if  h^. died  without  Male IfTuev, 
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which  Conceffien  has  been  theOiufe  of  all  the Tioubles  that 
Eave  fince  happened  in  Europe* 

Spain  was  with  much  to  Ao  forced  to  acxept  of  tfiefe 
Tcnns,  or  rather  to  fuhmxt  to  them  ^  and  his  Imperial  Majcfty 
was  not  vcr^  well  fatisfyd  eveh  with  this,  which  occaiioned 
the  holding  m  the  Year  i;^24  aCongreis  9tCambrayj  where 
whik  France  and  the  Maritime  Powers  were  taking  all  the 
ima^nablc  Pains  to  compromife  thefc  Difputes,  and  fix  the 
general  Tranquilly  ol  Enrepe  n^n  a  folxd  Bafis,  theCourte 
of  Vienna  and  Madrid  entered  into  a  prii^ate  Negotiation, 
w4iicb  terminated  <bon  after  in  two  feveial  Treaties  of  Alli- 
ance and  Commerce  between  the  two  Courts^  U^  much  to 
the  Advantage  of  the  Emperor,  and  io  utterly  inconfiftent 
with  the  Intcrefts  of  France  and  the  Maritime  Powers,  diat 
they  found  themielves  under  an  abiblutc  Neceility  of  entering 
into  a  Treaty  for  their  own  Security,  which  was  accordingly 
&;ncd  and  concluded  in  1725  at  Hanover^  and  this  changed  the 
jji^ce  of  Affairs  again. 

After  feme  HoftUities  between  Spain  and  EngJaniy  another 
Con^fs  was  held  at  Seijfons^  in  which  Spain  demanded  and 
obtained  from  the  Hanover  Allies,  that  inftcad  of  fix  thou- 
land  Swifs  TrOops,  which  were  to  be  put  into  the  Dutchies 
cAParmoy  Placentiay  and  Tufcanyy  to  fecure  the  eventual  Sue- 
ceffion  of  thofe  Countries  to  Von  Carbsy  fix  thoufand  5^- 
mards  fbould  be  employed,  to  which  the  Emperor  refufcd  to 
confent  This  in  1729,  produced  the  Treaty  of  SrfvVi*,  con- 
cluded by  the  Hanover  Allies  with  his  Calholick  Maiefty, 
in  order  to  force  the  Emperor  to  fubmit  to  the  Condition 
befi^re  mentioned;  but  before  this  could  be  brought  about, 
the  Duke  of  Parma  died,  which  made  a  confidcrable  Altera- 
tion in  the  State  of  Afiairs ;  inafmuch  as  it  gave  Don  Carlos 
an  immediate  Riglit  to  his  Dominions,  even  in  Virtue  of 
thofe  Treaties  which  had  been  concluded  with  his  Im|Krial 
Majefty.  However,  he  took  C^ire  to  put  all  Things  into 
fb  good  a  Pofture,  in  his  Italian  Dominions,  that  die  Allies  of 
SeviUe  were  able  to  do  nothing  by  Force. 

There  could  be  no  other  Method  found  out  to  induce  his 
Imperial  Maiefty  to  give  Way  to  the  Alteration  made  in  the 
Treaty  of  London  by  that  of  Seville  j  except  the  Promife  of 
guanmtjrinr  the  SucccHion,  which  he  had  eflabliflicd  in  his 
Family,  ymtn  he  faw  there  was  no  longer  an  v  Frobabijity  of 
liis  having  any  Male  Iffue.  This  Point  was  encdlually  Tecured 
by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  in  1 7  31?  by  which  the  Emperor  ^on- 
lented  to  the  Introduction  of  Don  Carlos  in  tlie  Manner  that 
bad  been  dcilrcd.    But  this  was  fo  far  from  hindering,  that  ic 
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re^y  i)rought  about  a  War,  which  the  Entperor  tbtietci  WiOh: 
fdf  would  not  have  been  at  all  prejudicial  to  his  Interefty  fup- 
pofing  that  his  Alliances  would  have  fecured  him  cfFc«ShiaUy 
againft  the  whole  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

He  depended  in  the  North  upon  the  Czarina^  and  her  placiilg 
pn  the  Throne  of  Poland  the  prcfcnt  KXngAu^uftus  lU.  He 
looked  upon  the  Empire's  declaring  in  his  Favour,  as  a  Thine 
of  Courfe,  he  depended  upon  the  King  of  Sardinia^  and.  had 
not  the  leaft  Scruple  about  the  Maritime  Powers.  Yet  for 
all  this  fair  Profpe^t,  that  War  had  very  near  coft  him  all 
his  Dominions  in  Itiily.  The  Empire  did  indeed  affift  him^ 
but  unwillingly.  The  Elcdor  of  Bavaria  kept  a  kind  of 
ruined  Neutrality.  The  Elector  Palatine  defired  to  be  excufed 
Ifrom  contributing  to  the  War,  on  Account  of  what  his  Domi- 
nions fufFercd  by  it.  In  fliort,  all  the  Princes  of  the  Empire 
were  flow  as  ever ;  and  fome  of  them  fu(pe£led.  The  King 
of  Sardinia  entered  into  the  Alliance  againft  him.  The  Dui^ 
^ook  Care  of  themfclves,  by  a  Neutralit}%  which  made  it 
unfit  and  unfeofunable  for  Great-Britain  to  engage  in  the 
War ;  but  after  a  great  deal  of  Blood  fpilt,  and  the  almoft 
ptal  Ruin  of  the  Countries  contended  for,  the  War  was 
concluded  in  17359  by  a  Peace  as«  favourable  for  the  Eov- 
peror  as  he  could  well  expe£l. 

He  loft  indeed  the  Kingdoms  of  NapUi  and  5iV/^,  which 
were  given  to  Don  Carlos^  and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain  made  an 
abfolute  Ceffion  of  his  Country  to  France,  but  then  the 
Emperor  had  Parma  and  Placmtia  in  Exchuige ;  the  Duhe 
ha4  Tufianyy  which  by  his  Marriage  with  the  Arch-Duche&» 
y^as  to  become  part  of  the  hereditary  Dominions  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aujlria,  Augujlus  lU.  was  left  in  the  peaceable  Pofleffion 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Poland^  and  Frame  guaranty 'd  the  Prag- 
matic Sanation.  As  (bon  as  this  War  was  over,  the  Emperor 
moil  unaccountably  engaged  in  another  with  the  Tkrii,  in 
Conjundlion  with  the  Czarina^  tho'  be  had  noQyairel  with 
them  of  his  own  ;  in  which  he  was  very  unfosfkoate  ;  and 
at  laft,  by  the  Interpofition  of  France,  made  a  very  indiffe- 
rent Peace  at  the  Expence  of  Belgrade,  which  was*  given  up 
to  the  Infidels. 

He  faw,  when  it  was  too  late^  the  Error  he  had  comim tted, 
.imd  the  Confequences  that  would  attend  it,  againft  which  he 
endeavour^  to  provide  in  the  beft  Manner  he  couM  -,  and 
the  War  which  broke  out  between  Great-Britain  sa^d'Spain^ 
might  poflibly  have  given  him  an  Opportunity  of  doing,  it 
effechially,  if  in  the  Midft  of  the  Political  Meafures  he  was 
taking  for  that  Pufpofe^  he  had  not  been  cut  off  by  Death, 
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Wiind  him  only  two  E^iighten ;  one  mainecl  t^ .  the  l^ik«  « 
Lgrtain,' now  ftiled  Grand  Duke  of  Tif^vnjr^..^  o&tf  jfi^ 
tnfded'for  Hs  Brother  Frince  Q^rh,  whoia  hs  afUfyrntlf 
efpoufed. 

Tfie '^te.  Emperor  C*«r/«  Vt  Father  to  her^prefciit-bB- 
perial 'Majefiy>  having  had  Time  fufficient  to  oonj^tdo-  l})e 
Misfortu&es  that  niiglit  arifc  from  hb  Want  of  lAu6  -  Majc^ 
inC};&'  theSuccdBon  in  h)s  Family  was  not  efleSiaUy  fi^r 
d^  1;e&re  hisDcceafe,  relolved,  according  to  theCuftam  qf 
A'is  Arjcie^^t  to  public  ^frag^tick  Saa^fieitf  or  perpetual 
il^ft  .iSff  "that  Pwrporc,  which  was  accordingly  clone  in  1713s 
and  aftt^ivnirb  proclaimed  with  grcst  Soleouiicy  at  ^cmk^ 
in  die'Mcuilh  lA  Daemiir  17241  and  nn  tiw  15th  cS  M^ 
J71S,  at  Br^Jpl!.  ^  .,  ^,  .'..., 

By  t%is  ?fngnia^ck-San£bon  ^  the  Dosiuiiont  of  tbt 
Houre  d(Aufirta  were  efttaOM  on  6ie  eldeft  Da^bter  of  hb 
Imperial  M^jefty,  the  Ar$;ti-'l}uchels  Maria  Tbertp,  and  afisA 
wardd  ori  hcT  lAue]  ti^  to  her  Sifter;  and  ttsi,  to  the 
Nieces  of  his  Tinpotiat  Majcflyi  with  due  IVe£(Rncc  to  tha 
Heii?  Male'  The  Cole  jTcfign  of  this  Sealeaiene  bang 
to  preforve  (he  Polleffions  of  the  Houle  of  Jt^ris  eating 
this  Succcffion  was  acceded  and  confirmed  in  his  Imperial 
Majdty's  DominioRi.  But  as  die  Emperor  very  eaAly  Hf- 
cerned  this  Afiiir  of  die  Succdiion  of  the  Houle  of  Anjhim 
not  only  te^ieA  his  own  Subje^  but  all  the  Princu  c^ 
the  Empire,  and  indeed  aB  the  PrinccG  and  States  oiEunpti 
tte  ceiiTeQiiently  judged  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to  ob^q 
their  Coiwit  likewile,  by  Way  of  Gu&ran^  ti  the  'Prj^por 
tick  Siii^ori  before  mentioned. 

It  .wu  wjih  this  View,  that  he  took  the  Advanjan  ctf  «vpiy 
favoura^e  .Cmjun^urc  ^t  oRcfed,  to  carry  this  Point  with, 
his  rdpic^ve  AIKcs ;  and  was  (o  fernuiate  to-  obtain,  at 
difTererit  Times,  alt  that  hepn^fed  to  himlclf  fr«q  the  great 
PoweiB  of'EuTvpf:  vii.  From  Rvpa,  Swdtm^  Dnmmrk,  by 
particul^  Treaties :  From  Spain,  by  the  ^ubous  Treaty  of 
Vtiiaut^  \a  Confequence  of  the  dole  Alliance  ^e^  liibCfting. 
'between,  the  two  Courts:  From  Great  Britain  and  IbBatid- 
in  17311  ill  Confequcncc  of  tlic  Emperor's  conftntinK  to 
the  Regulations  ftipubted  by  the  Treaty  of  SnnBt :  rroif . 
die  States  of  the  Empire  alTemblcd  in  die  Diet  of  Hati/iait,  in : 
the  f^<  Year :  And  from  Franct,  on  the  Condufion  of  the  ■ 
Pcacfl'  vrfiich  followed  the  War  in  Jtah, 
.  A|  ve.  have  alrendy  -Ipoken  particularly  of.  each  of  thefe 
Ferittdv'it  U  "Ot  ucceHiu'^  t&aC  wc  ibould  enter  more  largely. 
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''mfa)  them  at  prdbit;  but  it  may  not  ht  amifs  to  ob&rve, 
Aat  dMroughout  this  vfholc  TrunfaAIon^  there  was'  not  fo 
niicfi '  as  a  Angler  Step  taken  but  what  was  perfefUy  r^ular, 
tf  wdl  as  ftriroy  agreeable  to  Jufl^icc  and  Equrty. 

The  Emperor,  as  the  laft  Heir  Male  of  the  Hou&  of 
Jb^ria^  was  bound  in  Juftice  to  himfelf,  his  Family,  and 
feis  Stibjeds,.  to  regulate  the  Suci:e0ion  to  his'DomMpiis  in 
hk  Life-time,  which  he  did  in  the  fame  Manner  as  hi^  Prede- 
ciB^bn  had  done,  a^eeable  to  the  conflant  Maxims  of  the 
Hoiife  of  AufirWy  ^e  Rights  of  jfiis  Descendants,  and  the 
htia^eft  of  Ms' People,  to  whom  his  Intentions  wiere  made 
known  in'  the:  miiiSFE  publick  Mannerj  and  by  whom  th6y  Were 
Mdred  with '  the  nitmoft  Maries  of  If oy  and  SatisSidion,  ak 
ml  »  ObediSncc  and  Confent. 

TTie  Northern  JPotcntatcs  had,  many  Reafdns  -to  wifh  the 
Fbwer  of  the-JTdufe'rof  Auftrta,  sn\^t.  remain  undiminiih«i^ 
ia^  a  Thirtg*'hec^rjr^O  their  own  Security}  arid  thercfofa 
♦^  need  not  wonder  that  they  gave  Iws  Impcrtal'Majdly  iii 
ftis  Re(pe£C  fudb  Teftimohies  of.  ttieir  Satisfadion,  as  were 
Equally  coiifd^t  witii  h'i^  Views  and  their  Interefts. 

As  to  tfir  Kinces  and  States  of  the  Empire,  they  were 
thoroughly  peHwaded  that  nothiiieW^s  of  greater  Confequence 
to  die  Safety  of 'the  Germankk  o^Ay^  tlian  th&  maintaining 
undimini(hea  the  Strength  of  (6'  confidcrable  a  Power,  which 
had  been  always  a  Bulwark  agdllft  ihib  Infidels,  and  indeed, 
againft  all  the  Enemies  of  Gerniany.  ^  Spahy  no  Dpubtj  had 
ber  folid  and  fiibftantial  Reafons  for  guarantying  this  JSucccf- 
fion,  exdufive  of  her  imaginary  Hopes  of  procurizig  a  Mar- 
riage betvreen  the  Arch-Duche(s  Maria  There/a  and  Vtn  CarUs^ 
now  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  .     " 

'TTic  Maritime  Powers  had  always  looked  upon  the  Hbufe 
%X  AuJMa  as  the  proper  Ballance  a^inft  Franciy  which  (he^ 
cduld  n6t  be  otbcrwife,  than  by  Iceeping  her  Dbiifiiniohs 
eM^  lihd  In  the  Hands  of  the  Heireis  of  that  FWnily ;  fa 
tKft  wfeit  tfiey  did  was  the  plain. and  natural  ConLquence  of 
tRofc^y^ints^  'tipton  which  they  had  afled  for  a  Century'  pafL 
Arf-'fer  jW^^^i;  as'  fhe  profeffed  at  'that  Time  an  Jhviblabrc  At-^ 
ticRftidnt  to  a^'pacifick  Syftcm,  and  the  maintaining  the  ge-' 
iiWal'/F«ii?^ility  of  Europe^  there  was  nothing  ftraulgp'  ii|. 
ht^B^vtbor  iipon  this  Occafion  j  arid  by  this  Time  perhaps^ 
tBrt  Crown  'may  be  xonvinced  fhc  had  purfucd  hei;  own  In- 
tdiift'moft  6fie'£h2ally  by  adhcri^ig  to,  ^  well  as  gnihdhg; 
her  Guaranty. 

Thtisi  we  fee,  it  is  no  very  difiicult  Thing  to  fliew  how 
m<4  why  this  Settlement  was  made  j  but  it  wiU  not  be  quits 


[  I^o  1 

To  eafy  to  dlflinguilh  the  true  Reafons  why  fo  many  greit 
Powers  coiicurrM  in  endeavouring  to  defeat  it,  and  why  fo 
few  of  the  Powers  that  guarant/d  the  Pragmadck  Sandion, 
in  the  Cburfe  of  the  late  War  took  up  Arms  in  its  Defence. 
1'he  maintaining  this  Order  of  Succedion  was  indeed  agree- 
able to  the  Will  of  the  late  Emperor  Ckarlcs  VI.  and  for  the 
Glory  and  Benefit  of  the  Houfe  oiAuJfriai  but  at  the  fame 
Time  it  was  calculated  to  prcferve  tlie  Tranquilitv  of  ££(rf^^ 
and  to  hinder  the  Independency  of  the  European  rowers  from 
being  violated ;  and  in  this  Light  it  really  was  and  ought  to 
have  been  regarded  as  a  common  Concern. 

The  Arcli-Duchcfs  Maria  Therefa  of  Au/hrtay  Conibrt  to 
the.  Great  Duke  of  Tufcanyj  caufed  hcHelf  to  be  proclaimed 
Qi^iecn  of  Hungary  and  Bokemiay  as  well  as  Sovexcign  of  all 
die  Countries  belonging  to  her  Auguft  Family^  immediately 
after  her  Father's  Death,  which  happened  on  the  20th  of 
Oiloher  1740,  and  a  feW  Days  afterwards  fhc  aflbciated  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  her  Hufband  in  the  Government  of 
all  her  Dominions,  under  the  Title  of  Co^Regent.  Thus  the 
PragiTiatick  Sanation  fecmed  to  have  operated  without  Trouble 
or  Difpute ;  and  indeed  upon  her  fiHl  Acceflion,  her  Titles 
were,  acknowledged  by  fome  of  thofe  Powers,  from  whom 
Ihc  had  moil  Rcalbn  to  expect  and  has  fince  met  widi  the 
greatcft  Oppofition. 

The  French  King  made  at  this  Time  no  I^iBculty  of  own- 
ing her;  and  the  King  of  Prujfia  was  fo  far  from  queftion* 
iiig  her  Rights,  as  eitablifhcd  by  the  Pragmatick  ^£Hon, 
thiit  on  the  contrary,  he  made  the  ftrongcft  Profeffions  of 
Friendftiip  to  her  Majefty,  and  of  his  eameft  Defire  to 
afTift  and  fupport  her  in  the  Poffeflion  of  all  the  Hereditary 
Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Jujlria*  It  has  been  allcdged  that 
there  was  very  little  Sincerity  in  this,  and  that  it  was  the 
Fallacy  of  this  Declaration  which  occafxoned  all  the  fucceed* 
ing  Dilputes.  We  have  already  fet  this  in  its  true  Light,  and 
ihall  only  add  here  that  his  Fruffian  Maiefty's  Demands,  the* 
they  aftctted  the  Aujhrian  Succelfion,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Pragmatick  Sanation  ;  that  at  the  fame  Time  his  PmJJiak 
Majefty  attacked  Sihjiay  he  declared  his  Readinefe  to  perform 
his  Guaranty,  and,  that  it  is  very  certain  this  was  his  Intereft. 

The  Queen  herfelf,  from  the  Moment  fee  afcended  the 
Throne,  difplay'd  all  the  Virtues  worthy  her  Rank,  agree- 
able to  her  Sex,  and  fuitable  to  her  Condition.  She  took 
Care  to  affcmble  the  States  of  Hungary^  Bohemia^  and  Avftria^ 
as  r<k)n  as  it  was  poDible ;  and  it  appeared  from  the  Refohi* 
liens  takea  in  thofe  AfTcmblics,   that  fee  reigned  far  more 
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jibfoliudy  in  the  AfFe6tiont  of  her  Subje£b,  thanoiver.tlieir 
perfons.  Her  Government  was  jiift,  prudent,  and  gcnde^ 
faer  fiehaviour  firni^  equd,  and  conftant ;  but  the  Zeal  of 
facr  SubjeiSb  was  boumUe^  She  defired  a  reaibnable  JSuffly 
fctr  the  NecefHties  of  her  Adminiftration,  and  they  made  har 
a  ready  Tender  of  their  Lives  and  Fortunes.  hoLVWg  it  to 
the  Wifdom  of  their  Sovereign  to  fettle  as  her  Occafiiuis  re- 
quired, the  Inftances  fhe  midit  expe£l  of  the  Sincenty  of 
their  Uficrs;  and  they  coxnphed  with  her  Denpmds,  \9bta 
known,  with  that  Cheaif uhieis  and  Alacri^,  which  fhewod  bow 
much  they  were  in  earnefl^  when  they  made  thoie  fvana 
FrofefSons  of  Duty. 

She  caufed  all  her  Troops  to  be  compLeated  before  sot 
Neceffity  appeared  for  employing  them,  and  it  was  to  ths 
wife  Precaution  that  (he  owra  tne  Preservation  of  her  Oo- 
minions  ;  for  it  became  quickly  evident,  that  the  Enemies 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  were  refolvcd  not  to  let  flip  this 
Occafion  of  leflening  the  Authority  of  that  Family,  and  di- 
fiurbing  the  Peace  of  Germany*  ihe  dngle £rror committed 
at  this  Time,  was  n^lecltng  to  compromife  the  Dilputcs  widi 
PruJJia^  for  if  this  would  not  have  extinguiihcd  tl^  Rancour 
of  other  Powers,  it  would  very  probably  have  hindered  its  Ir- 
luption. 

The  late  Elefior  of  Bavaria^  a  Prince  of  great  (polities 
and  greater  Virtues,  was  fo  hx  mifled  by  his  Ambition,  a& 
to  form  inunediate  Preteniions  on  the  Auftrian  Suoceffion,  in 
Virtue  of  the  Will  of  the  Emperor  Ferdimauil.  made  in  dm 
Year  1543  ^  and  of  a  Codicil  added  to  that  Will,  datoi  dm 
4th  of  February  1 547,  in  £;ivour  of  his  cldeft  Daughter  Amt^ 
married  to  AU>ert  of  Bavaria.  This  Will  wras  in  the  Nature, 
of  a  Piagmatick  Sanation;  and  not  only  the  Spirit  of  thaft^ 
Inffarument  was  clearly  in  Favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary 
and  B$hema^  but  the  ve^  Letter  of  it  eavc  her  a  prior 
Right  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria^  if  the  Expre^ons  dicrein 
w«re  fo  to  be  underllood,  as  to  make  the  Will  and  Codicil 
confiftent  with  each  other,  and  with  the  plain  Intention  of 
Ac  Emperor  to  preferve  the  Dominions  of  his  Family  en- 
tire,  for  the  Sake  of  its  Safety,  Benefit,  and  Grandeur. 

At  firft  it  looked,  as  if  the  Eledor .  of  Bavaria  aloQO 
foeant  to  conteft  the  Queen's  Title,  under  the  Ptagmatick 
San<5lion ;  but  it  very  foon  appeared,  that  he  was  not  widv- 
out  Hopes  of  being  fupportcd  by  other  Powers.  While  diis 
Diipute  was  confined  only  to  Paper,  the  King  of  Pruffia 
attacked  Silejia  in  the  Manner  before  mentioned,  purely,  as  he 
ssavc  out,  to  ibcurc  toJiimfcIf  what  of  Right. bdionged  tohini* 
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This  Incident  produced  the  War  htely  ended ;  far  the  Qifeat 
of  Hungm  and  Bdbemia  refolving  to  defend  her  Territoriev 
and  looking  upon  this  at  an  Infiradion  of  the  Prapnaiick 
SanfUon,  donanded  on  that  Account,  and  in  Virtue  of  their 
Guaranty,  the  Affiftance  of  lier  Allies. 

By  the  taking  of  this  Step,  an  Opportunity  wai  ^iren  for 
the  FrmA  to  interfere;  wbo  had  it  always  in  their  Inten- 
tion, dio*  they  were  perplexed  about  the  Manner  of  dedar- 
ing  it,  to  fui^rt  the  Uaim  of  the  Eledor  otBatmia.  Hiv 
PruJJum  Majefty  feeing  himfclf  expofed  to  the  Danger  of 
loling  not  only  what  he  had  acquired  by  hit  fiid£n  Ir- 
ruption into  Silefia^  but  much  more,  if  Fame  Ipealn  Truths 
refolved  at  laft  to  take  that  Step  which  hitherto  he  had  de^ 
dined  ;  and  on  the  feventeenth  of  Auguji  174X9  conduded 
with  France  a  Treaty,  to  which  the  Elector  of  Bcwnria^  and 
the  King  of  PoUmd^  EleAor  of  Saxony^  acceded*  Bjjr  which, 
it  is  feid,  the  following  Agreement  was  made :  vrz.  That 
the  Kingdom  of  BAema^  with  Upper  Auftria  and  Tird^  fliould 
be  given  to  the  EleAor  of  Bavaria  ;  Uppir  Siltfia  and  J/#- 
ravta  to  the  ElcAor  of  Saxony ;  and  Lower  Sikfia^  with  the 
Town  and  Territory  of  Ncifs^  and  tlie  City  aixl  County  of 
GlatZy  to  the  King  of  Pruffia. 

As  foon  as  this  Agreement  was  made,  the  French  hmn 
to  ftlr;  and  his  Briiannick  Majefty,  in  Quality  of  Eleclor 
of  Hanova\  leaving  augmented  his  Forces,  and  fhewn  hb 
WiUingncls  to  aifift  the  Qi^icen  of  Hungary^  as  he  was  bound 
by  Treaty  to  do,  tho*  ihe  was  then  attacked  only  by  the  King 
of  Prujjia  \  the  firft  Step  that  was  taken  by  the  new  Allies, 
was  to  put  this  out  of  his  Power ;  in  order  to  which,  the 
French  marched  a  great  Army  into  JVeftphaUa  on  one  Side  of 
the  Eledorate;  and  at  the  fame  Time  his  Prujfian  Majefty 
afleniblcd  a  numerous  Body  of  Troops  upon  the  Frontiers  of 
that  £lcAorate  on  the  other  ;  whidi  produced  what  it  was 
intended  to  produce,  and  which  indeed  it  was  impoflible  at 
that  Time  it  could  fail  of  producing,  a  Treaty  of  Neutrality 
for  that  Eledorate  for  a  fmidl  Time  only. 

Things  at  this  Jun£lure  looked  as  if  the  Allies  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  have  carried  all  before  them  ;  for  the  French^  befida 
their  Army  in  ff^eJtphaUaj  fent  another  to  the  Afllftance  of  the 
£lc£lor  of  Bavaria^  which  enabled  him  to  march  diredly 
into  Aujhia^  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  Prujfiam  and  Saxont 
were  in  the  Fidd  ready  to  execute  what  they  had  undertaken, 
and  thereby  fecure  the  Shares  that  had  been  allotted  them  out 
of  the  Spoils  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujirla.  Her  Majtlhr  the 
Qitecn  of  Hungary^  in  the  mean  Time,  found  it  re  juifite  to 
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reHtt  into  that.  Kingdom  from'  VUnha^  in  Sight  of  which  hrf 
£nenues.were  now  arrived;. but  in  the  midft  ofthts  Diftrefs, 
than  which  no  Princefi  had  felt  a'greater,  fhe  prdTerved  her 
Prudence  and  FirmncTs  of  Mind,  rAfms^  always  on  theProtedion 
of  the  Almighty,  and  the  Loyalty  of  her  Subjedfa,  Re(burccs 
on  which  all  good  Princes  may  well  depend. 

The  Application  of  the  Allies  xt>  their  Military  Operations, 
did  not  hinder  them  from  attending  to  another  Point  of  equal 
Confequence,  which  was  the  ElcSion  of  an  Emperor.  The 
Queen  of  Hungary  and  her  Allies-  intended  to  have  tet  up 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufiany^  as  a  Candidate  for  that  high 
Dignity;  but  it  very  quickly  appeared  that  this  would  have 
beoi  at  that  Conjundhire  to  little  or  no  Purpofe. 

The  Ecdefiaftical  Eleflors  were  inclined  to  the  Duke  of  £<7- 
varia^  one  of  them  (viz,  the  Eleflor  of  Cologne)  being  his 
Brother ;  the  King  of  Pruffia  as  Eledor  of  Brmidenburgh^  had 
engaged  by  Treaty  to  give  him  his  Vote;  the  King  of 
P3and  as  £ledor  of  Saxonyy  was  under  the  like  Obligation  ; 
the  Ele&or  Palatine  had  entered  early  into  thefe  Meafures; 
and  his  Britamuci  Majefty  as  Elector  of  Hamverj  was  oblig'd 
to  a£l  in  the  fame  Manner,  by  the  Neutrality  which  he  had 
concluded,  for  the  Reafons  beforementioned. 

Thus  the  Election  was  fecure :  but  the  Allies  not  content- 
ed  with  this,  were  rcfolved  that  it  ihould  be  likewifc  unani- 
mous; and  in  order  thereto,  they  fufpended  the  Vote  of 
Bobemiffy  which  tho'  prejudicial  to  the  Queen  of  Hungar/s 
Intereft,  was  a  tacit  Acknowledgment  of  her  Right ;  fince 
otherwife  the  EkStov ol Bavaria^  nowftiled  Kinzof  Bohimia^ 
might  as  well  have  voted  for  himfelf  by  that  Title.  This 
Scheme  being  well  bud,  was  attended  with  all  imaginable 
Suocds ;  for  upon  the  24th  of  January  1742,  fhe  Eledor 
of  Bavaria  was  choien  Emperor  at  Frankfort^  and  crowned 
there  on  the  13th  of  February  following,  by  the  Name  of 
Cbarlej  VIL  to  the  general  ^isfitAiorf  of  the  Princes  and 
States  of  Gertnany* 

The  Joy  of  the  Allies  on  this  Occafion  was  verjr  great, 
but  it  was  (bon  leflened  by  the  News  of  the  Gipituu^on  of 
LintXf  where  10,000  French  and  Bavarians  had  been  fur- 
roim^  by  the  glorious  Count  Kevenbuller.  This  was  fol* 
lowed  by  a  lone  Train  of  Succeiles  in  Bavaria^  by  which 
the  Face  of  Airairs  was  foon  changed,  and  the  Queen  re- 
turned in  Triumph  to  Vienna.  In  the  Month  of  Alay  the 
fame  Year,  was  fought  the  famous  Battle  of  CxaJUtWy  be- 
tween the  Aufiriam  and  Pniffiansy  which  about  three  Wedu 
after  produced  the  Peace  of  iSr^^Snc^« 
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The  French  that  were  in  Bchima^  having  received  fevend 
cdnfiderable  Checks,  and  being  deferted  Ir^  the  Pruffians  and 
Saxons  J  from  whom,  however,  they  had  firftfeparated;  contrary 
to  all  the  Rules  of  Policy  and  War,  fhut  themfelves  up  in 
Prague;  from  whence  they  afterwards  made  an  happy  E&ape 
under  the  Command  of  Marflial  Betteijle^  with  about  one  fouith 
Part  of  the  Forces  they  had  brought  into  Bohemia.  A  Circiun- 
ibnce  that  in  all  Probability  will  deter  them  from  venturing, 
at  leaft  in  our  Times,  to  attempt  the  carrying  into  Execu- 
tion Schemes  of  fuch  vaft  Extent  as  thefe,  which  are  always 
liable  to  Difappointments ;  and  in  which  DiC^ppointments  are 
not  barely  &tal  but  irreparable. 

The  iucceeding  Year,  viz.  17439  was  no  lels  glorious  to 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  her  Allies.  The  Spaniards  had 
invaded  the  Aujirian  Dominions  in  Italy^  his  Catholick  A^- 
jefty  Philip  V.  claiming  the  whole  Succeffion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aujtria^  without  fo  much  as  any  plaufible  Pretence,  and 
in  dirc£l  Breach  of  the  feveral  Treaties  concluded  by  himiclf 
with  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.  at  Vienna^  as  well  as  his 
folemn  Guaranty  of  the  Pragmatick  SanAion. 

But  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  with  the  Affiibnce  of  her  un- 
alterable Ally  the  King  of  Sardinia^  defeated  all  the  Attempts 
of  the  Duke  De  Montemar^  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft  for- 
tunate Generals  f  before  this  Time)  in  the  Spanijb  Service ;  and 
ufter  he  was  recalled,  the  Ficld-Marfhal  Count  Traun  defeated, 
or  at  leaft  repulfed,  his  Succeflbr,  the  Count  De  GageSj  at 
Campo  Santo.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrainy  in  the  latter  End 
of  Jpril  beat  the  Imperialijls  and  French  at  Braunau ;  and  on 
the  1 6th  of  Junej  his  Britannick  Majefty  gained  the  famous 
Battle  of  Dettingeny  which  forced  the  French  to  think  in  eameft 
of  abandoning  Germany, 

In  1744,  the  French  and  Spaniards  were  worfted  in  Italy^ 
and  Prince  Lohkewiiz  drove  the  Latter  into  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples^  and  block'd  up  his  Sicilian  Majefty,  the  Count  De 
Gagesy  and  their  Forces,  in  Vektri.  Prince  Charles  of  Lorrain 
YtAvtcd  the  Rhincj  and  drove  the  French  before  him  in  Alfacey 
till  recalled  by  a  new  Irruption  of  the  Prujfians  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Bohemia^  from  whence  he  foon  cxpcU'd  them 
with  very  great  Lofs  on  their  Side. 

In  1745  a  new  Treaty  was  made  with  his  PruJJian  Ma- 
jefty ;  and  the  Emperor  Charles  VII.  dying  of  a  broken  Heart, 
the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  compromifed  all  Diffe- 
rences with  the  young  Eleftor  of  Bavaria^  his  Son  and  Suc- 
ceflbr, by  the  Treaty  of  Fuejfen ;  and  on  die  15th  of  Septem- 
icry  her  tonfort  Francis  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  and  L^rrain^ 
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defied  Emperor  at  Frankforty  and  crowned  on  the  4th 
of  O^ober  following 

Li  the  Progrcis  of  this  glorious  War,  Munich  the  Capital 
^f  Bavaria  had  been  thrice  taken  by  ^ft  Aujli  tans  \  the  City 
of  Prague  the  Capital  of  Bohemia^  twice  recovered  from  the 
Enemy^  the  French  entirely  driven  out  of  Germany^  and  in 
the  Courfe  of  this  Year  out  of  Italy  j  the  Aujlriam  and  P/W- 
tnontefe  penetrated  like  wife  into  Provena;  fo  that  the  Seat  of  War 
was  removed  from  the  Gates  of  Vienna  and  Turin^  into  tlie 
moft  fruitful  Provinces  of  France  j  and  the  Republick  of  Genoa^ 
1  that  took  Part  with  the  Enemy,  was  now  reduced  to  lie  abfoluttly 
at  the  Mercy  of  the  Emprefs  Queen,  who  was  alfo  Miftrds 
of  the  Dominions  of  the  Duke  of  Modena^  and  had  it  in 
her  Power  to  conquer  thofe  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies 
whenever  (he  pleafcd. 

But  as  nothing  is  more  uncertain  than  the  Events  of  War, 
\n  the  Year  1747  Affairs  began  to  run  retrograde  in  Itafy^ 
and  the  Succefies  of  the  common  Enemy,  which  had  already 
rendered  them  Mafters  of  a  great  Part  of  the  Avjirian  L9W 
Countries^  ftill  continued,  notwithilanding  all  the  Meafures  that 
were  taken  to  prevent  them.  The  Revolt  of  the  City  of 
Genoa  in  the  preceding  Winter,  was  the  principal  Caule  of 
all  the  Misfortunes  that  happened  on  that  Side.  At  firft  this 
was  afcribed  entirely  to  the  Madnefs  of  the  Populace,  the 
Kobility  and  the  Republick  pretending  to  adhere  to  the  Ca«* 
pitulation  they  had  made  with  the  Marquis  de  Bottai  but  when 
they  were  powerfully  (upported  by  the  French^  who  upon  this 
Occafion  exerted  themfelves  with  all  the  Vigour  imaginable, 
and  at  length  fent  the  Duke  de  Boufflers  to  command  their 
Forces  in  that  City,  it  was  no  longer  neceilary  to  retain  tlur 
Mafk ;  and  therefore  the  Genoefe^  without  either  Scruple  or 
:  Ceremony,  rcfumed  their  former  Sentiments,    and  not  only 

'  a£led  oAenfivcly  againft  the  ImperialiJIs^    but  attacked  them 

whenever  Occafion  offered,  with  inexpreflible  Fury. 

It  was  to  this  Situation  of  Things  that  the  Difappointment 

in  Prffuence  was  chiefly  owing,  for  tho*  General  Count  Breiwn 

maintained  himfclf  in  that  Country  all  the  Wintet,   yet  it 

;  was  not  without  Difficulty ;  and  tho'  the  verj'  i/nportant  For- 

.  treis  of  Sttvona  furrcndcred  to  the  King  of  Sardinia^  and  by 

>  afFbtding   him  a  fafe  Port  and  a  (Irong  Place,   enabled  that 

Prince  to  fend  frequent  Supplies  to  his  own  and  the  Imperial 

'  Troops  that   had  entered  Frafuc^     and   notwithihitiding  the 

Iflands  upon  the  Coafl  were  reduced,  yet  Count  Brown  found 

it  impraftlcable  to  extend  his  Conquefts4  or  even  to  reduce 

jtntibes  fojNjvant  of  a  proper  Train  of  Artillery,  and  a  neceilary 
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Quantity  of  Militaiy  Stores,  before  the  FnnA  were  in  a  Coa« 
dition  to  a^  ofFcnhvely.  Maiihal  BeUeiJU  who  commanded 
their  Forces  on  that  Side,  behaved  with  all  the  Military  Skill 
and  Caution  poflible,  and  did  not  attempt  any  thing  of  Code- 

Suence,  till  he  had  acquired  fuch  a  Superiority  of  Forceii  as  rm- 
ered  it  utterly  impof&ble  for  Count  Brwm  to  think  of  ventur- 
ing an  Engagement^  in  which,  if  he  had  had  die  worft*  it 
would  not  only  have  been  dedfive^  with  R^peft  to  the  Ar- 
my he  commanded,  but  mnft  kive  ruined  the  Afnin  of  b^lf  en- 
tirely. He  therdore  very  wifely  chofe  to  make  a  tirody  and 
prudent  Retreat,  and  having  raifed  the  Si^  of  AktiUs^  re- 
pafled  the  Far  in  the  Sjdit  of  a  much  fuperior  Army,  widi- 
out  any  Lofi  either  of  Troops  or  of  Credit. 

In  tne  mean  time  the  Imperial  Armv  in  Itafy  under  die 
Command  of  Count  SchuUmbtrghy  formea  the  Si^  of  Genoa^ 
in  which  he  was  greatly  aflifted  by  the  EngUJb  Fleet,  which 
had  alfo  contributed  as  far  as  could  be  expeded  to  die  Sup- 
port of  Count  Browriy  while  he  remained  in  Prwetue.  But 
die  Genoefiy  prompted  by  Ncceffity  and  Defpair,  and  at  the 
lame  Time  thoroughly  fupported  by  Prancty  who  will  be 
always  foUicitous  for  the  Safety  of  her  Allies,  when  upon  dial 
alone  her  own  Security  depends,  defended  themfelves  fo  obilinate- 
ly,  that  when  Marihal  BfUeiJk  pafled  the  Var^  and  advanced 
aeain  into  the.County  of  fTice^  die  ImperiaUfts  found  them- 
f<3vcs  obliged  to  retire,  that  they  might  provide  againfl  diat 
double  Invafton  which  the  Enemy  meditated,  and  which,  as 
fliail  be  elfewhere  fhewn,  was  happily  ddfeated. 

The  Campaign  this  Year  in  the  Low  Cnmtnesj  tho'  it 
promifed  fiiir  at  the  B^iiming,  and  feme  plaufible  Hopes  there 
were  that  Antwerp  would  have  been  recovered,  was  venr  un- 
fortunate in  its  Condufion.  The  French  King  in  PerCbn 
commanded  his  Army,  and  had  under  him  thole  two  great 
Officers  who  owe  their  Fame  and  Fortune  to  that  War,  and 
to  the  Manner  in  which  they  conduced  it,,  having  the  Ad- 
drefi  to  procure  by  the  King's  Prefence  fuch  an  extraordi- 
nary Attention  to  all  their  Demands,  as  fcldom  fails  to  ren- 
der an  Army  victorious.  They  had  already  ruined  the  Barrier, 
and  not  only  taken  but  deftroyed  thofe  important  Fortrefles 
which  had  been  confidercd  as  the  Bulwark  of  the  Imperial 
and  Dutch  Territories,  and  in  that  Li^t  were  likewife  hdd  of 
the  highefl  Confequence  to  Great  Britain.  Tliey  now  feU 
dire£tiy  upon  the  Dutch  Territories,  and  having  gained  an 
Advantage  over  the  Allies  in  the  Batde  of  Maejirtckj  formed 
the  Siege  of  Bergen-cp-ZooWj  and  with  a  prodigious  Expence 
of  Men»   as  wcU  as  by  improving  the  total  MKbkcs   in 
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tiie  Omdud  of  the  Dutch  Officers,  maile  themfelves  Maflen 
of  that  ftrone  Place,  and  thereby  gave  fuch  a  Turn  to  Af- 
£urs  on  that  ^ide,  as  made  a  Peace  very  defiraUe. 

There  had  been  a  N^otiation  for  that  Purpofe  at  Breda^ 
In  ^hich  however  it  did  not  appear  that  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
hoH  vas  much  in  earneft.  But  notwithflanding  this,  towards  the 
Clofe  of  this  Year,  the  Courts  of  VirfaUles  and  Madrid  ieemed  to 
change  their  Sentiments,  and  finding  all  their  Efforts  for  dividing 
the  Allies  and  making  a  feparate  Peace  ineffefhial,  they  hmn  to 
think  in  Reality  of  rdloring  the  general  Tranquility,  whioi  was 
I  now  become  to  the  full  as  requime  for  them,  as  for  thoTe  whom 
they  had  foiced  into  a  bloody  and  expeniive  War,  in  fupport 
of  publick  Faith  and  the  Liberties  of  Europi.  Before  thefe 
picifick  Meafures  could  be  put  into  a  regular  Train,  it  was 
rrauifite  to  provide  for  the  Continuance  of  the  War  in  fiich 
a  Manner,  as  that  the  Houfe  of  Bvurbm  might  perceive,  that 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  and  her  Allies  were  in  a  Condition  to 
infift  upon  reafenable  Terms,  and  to  expeA  that  this  ruinous 
and  expendve  War  fliould  not  end  in  a  precarious  and  ill- 
concerted  Pacification. 

With  this  View  a  Convention  was  (igned  for  aflemUing  a 
formidable  Army  in  the  L9W  Countriesy  which  miptt  procure 
Time  for  a  Body  cX  Ruffian  Auxiliaries  to  make  die  long  March 
ncceflary  before  they  could  arrive  at  the  Scene  of  AiWati^ 
and  afford  thereby  a  moral  Certainty  of  putting  a  Stop  to  the 
French  Conquefts,  or  even  giving  a  new  Tiun  to  Anairs  on 
the  Side  where  .they  had  hitherto  gone  worft,  and  where  anv 
Turn  once  eiven  muft  have  thrown  the  Concerns  of  the  Houte 
of  Bntrbm  into  the  grcateft  Confiifion.    But  notwithilanding 
this  Convention,    the  French  knew  how  to  profit  by  their 
immediate  Superiority,  and  taking  the  Field  earlier  than  could 
be  escpefled,   by  a  lucky  Temerity  invefted  the  Fortrefi  of 
Atae/tricht  before  the  Allies  were  in  a  Condition  to  oiler  ^aa 
le.    Afiairs  in  Itafy  however  were  more  upon  an  Equality^ 
and  tho'  the  Duke  de  RichUeu  commanded  the  Succours  of 
the  Houfe  of  Beurhn  in  the  Room  of  the  Dukt  of  Boufflers^ 
which  were  ver/confideraUy  reinforced,  yet  the  Imperial  Ge- 
nerals in  Italy  threatened  the  Dominions  of  GenM  with  ano* 
ther  Invafion,  and  that  Capital  with  a  frefli  Siege*    It  is  true 
tiiat  Marlhal  Belleifle  on   one  Side  made  fuch  Difpofitions  in 
the  County  of  Nice^  as  feemed  to  foretell  a  firefh  Irruption  into 
the  Sardinian  Territories ;  and  on  the  other,  the  Motions  of 
his  Sicilian  Majefty's  Troops  on  his  Frontiers  lodged  as    if 
be  was  inclined  to  aifift  the  Genoefe ;  but  then  his  Sar£man 
Majefty  was  in  a  Condition  to  ftop  the  Pro0:e&  oC  thft  Frwh^ 
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and  there  were  juft  Reafons  to  believe  Aat  the  King  oiNaftn 
would  hardly  commit  another  Breach  of  that  Neutrality, 
which  had  with  fome  Difficulty  been  obtained  for  his  Domi* 
jiions  by  the  Intercft  of  his  Polijh  Majefty. 

The  Negotiations  for  a  cencral  Peace,  were  opened  as  earljr 
as  the  Campaign,  at  jtix-^a-Chapette  j  and  tho'  the  Houfe  rf 
Bourbon  and  its  Allies  had  not  acknowIed«id  the  Emperor  in 
that  Quality,  and  for  this  Reafon  oppofed  the  admitting  an 
Imperial  Nliniftcr  at  Breda  \  yet  now  that  Scruple  was  no 
longer  infiflcd  upon,  and  the  Count  ds  Kaunitz  Rittberg  in 
Quality  of  Miniftcr  Plenipotentiary  from  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty, aflifted  at  this  Congrefs ;  to  which  the  Earl  of  Sand" 
fvich  was  fcnr  on  the  Part  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain^ 
the  Count  de  Chavannes  for  the  King  of  Sardinia^  and  Count 
Bentinck^  with  four  other  Plenipotentiaries,  from  At  States ; 
his  Moft  Chrifiian  Majefty  entruftcd  the  Care  of  his 
Intcrefts  with  the  Count  de  St.  Severin  d'Arraion'y  the  Plc- 
r.ipotentiary  of  his  Catholick  Majefty  was  lymjfaques  de  Stta 
Major ;  and  the  Duke  of  Modena  and  the  Repuhlick  of  Genoa 
fcnt  their  Plenipotentiaries  alfo.  Thinp  went  verjr  Icifurdy 
at  firft,  but  the  Siege  of  Maeftricht  bemg  puflied  in  a  very 
extniordin^j-y  Manner  by  Marflial  Saxe^  who  is  faid  to  have 
.  flattered  himfelf  with  the  Hopes  of  over-running  Holland  be- 
fore the  Ruffians  (not^'ithftanding  the  Expedition  of  their 
March]  could  join  the  Allies  ;  quickened  the  Pace  of  the 
Plenipotentiaries,  and  that  to  fuch  a  D^ee  as  to  produce  the 
Plan  of  a  general  Peace  under  the  Title  of  Preliminaries, 
which  were  figncd  very  unexpeftedly  April  the  30th  1748, 
N,  S,  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  oi  France^  Great  Britain^  and 
Hellandj  to  which  their  refpedive  Allies  thought  proper  foon 
after  to  accede. 

There  were  indeed  fome  Exceptions  taken  at  the  Manner 
in  which  this  great  Affair  was  concluded,  as  well  as  to  the 
Matter  of  the  Preliminaries;  but  upon  the  whole,  as  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of  this  Meafurc  at  that  Jundlure  excufed  the  former, 
lb  the  Advantages  that  were  expected  from  the  reftoringpub- 
lick  Tranquility,  were  in  the  End  judged  a  fufficient  Equi* 
valent  fpr  the  latter;  and  dierefore  the  Negotiations  of  Peace 
proceeded,  and  a  CeHation  immediately  took  Place  in  the  Low 
Countries^  as  the  March  of  the  Ruffian  Auxiliaries,  who  by 
this  Time  had  reached  the  Frontiers  of  the  Empire,  was 
likewife  fufpendcd.  In  Italy^  by  the  Dilatorinefs  of  the  Ge^ 
noefe^  arifmg  from  fome  Caufe  hitherto  concealed,  the  Ope- 
rations of  the  War  went  on,  till  that  Repuhlick  found  fufficient 
Reafon  to  repent  her  languid  Manner  of  acting,  and  to  claim 
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'  Ae  Benefit  of  thofe  Preliminaries  vrhich  (he  feemed  to  acce(>t 
with  Rdudbncy ;  in  this  Situation  Things  continued  for  about 
five  Months,  notwithftanding  fome  Impatience  expreiled  hy 
the  Publick,  for  the  Delay  of  a  fileffiiig  which  they  expefied 
with  fo  much  Ardour.  Vet  if  we  confider  how  many  Dif- 
ficulties there  were  to  get  over,  what  a  Variety  of  Interefts 
.to  reconcile,  and  how  hard  it  muft  have  bqen  to  make  the 
particular  Schemes  of.  certain  Courts  bend  and  give  Way 
to  a  general  Syftem  calculated  for  the  common  Advantage, 
we  flml  rather  wonder  at  theirExpedition  than  entertain  a  Doubt 
diat  any  Time  was  loft.  The  Definitive  Treaty  was  fioied 
OifobiT  the  1 8th  1748,  and  was  concluded  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner with  the  Preliminaries,  that  is  to  fav,  France^  Great  Bri' 
tairt^  and  Holland  were  the  only  contrail  ng  Parties,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Powers  at  War  acceded  thereto. 

This  Method  proved  very  agreeable  to  the  Sentiments  of  the 
Court  of  Viennoj   where,    notwithftanding  all  that  had  been 
fuiFered  by  the  War,  and  aU  the  Evils  that  were  to  be  feared 
from  the  Continuance  of  it,  the  Sacrifices  to  be  made  by  this 
Peace  made   it  rdifh  but  indifferently.     It  was  particularly 
thoi^ht  hard,  that  as  the  Peace  itielf  was  to  be  purchafed  by 
an  £flabli{hment  for  the  Ro]ral  Infoit  Don  Philips  at  the  Ex- 
pence  of  the  Eniprefi  Quetn,   fhe  fhould  alfo  be  ot5figed  to 
adhere  to  thofe  Ceflions  that  were  made  by  the  Treaty  cf 
IVomu  purely  to  avoid  this  Nedeffity,   and  to  prevent  the 
givi w  any  fuch  Eauivalent.   But  tho'  at  firft  Sigh^    and  more 
efpecially  upon    me  View  of  a  certain  Paper  made  publick 
upon  tiiis  Occafion^  there  fecms  to  be  great  Force  and  Weight 
in  this  ObjeAion ;    yet,  when  thoroughly  weighed  and  can- 
didly confidered,  it  will  not  perhaps  to  impartial  Judges  ap* 
pear  fo  condufive  as  to  induce  an  Opinion,  that  her  Impe* 
rial  Majefty  departed  in  the  leaft  either  from  her  Dienity  or 
her  true  Interdd  in  complying  with  it.   For  as  to  the  £fta* 
blilhmcnt,  the  real  Expediency  of  granting  it  was  altogether 
independent  of  the  Treaty  ot  PFormSj  fo  far  as  regarded  hit 
Sardinian  Majeftv,  to  whom  certain  Ceffions  were  made  by 
that  Treaty,  and  who  was  to  fuffer  bv  this  as  well  her  Im« 
perial  Majefty  on  the  other  Side  ;  his  oardinian  Majefty  hav** 
in^  complied  with   his  Stipulations  in  that  Treaty,  and  by 
this  Means  contributed  to  the  great  Succefles   in  Itafy^   had 
from   thence  a  very  clear  TiUe  to   the  Advantages  derived 
to  him  from  that  Treaty^  more  efpecially  when  it  is  con- 
fidcred  how  deeply   his  bominions  had  fuffered  durins  the 
Courie  of  the  War,  into  which  he  had  entered  from  a  Prin« 
^iple  of  publick  Spirit^  and  out  of  vrb\d[V  Vit  tcii^v  ^  'asc^ 
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Time  have  extricated  himfelf  widi  equal,  not  to  (kjr  _ 
Advantages,  than  he  was  to  reap  by  this  Definitive  TVeaty^ 

But  having  now  deduced  Things  as   low  as  can   Be  cx« 
pefted  ia  this  Chapter,  we  fhall  conclude  it  by  taking  a  flioit 
View  of  the  Alterations  made  by  this  Definitive  Treaty,  in 
refpefl  to  die  Pofleffions  of  the  Emprefs  Queen,  and  the  Ad* 
vant^es  in  confideradon  of  which  diofe  Alterations  were  ad-. 
mitted;   for  this  being  done,  we  (hall  have  a  diftin£t  Uei^ 
of  the  prefcnt  State  of  the  HouTe  of  Aujlria^  With  Refpeft  to 
its  Power  and  Influence,   and  be  from  thence  in  a  better 
Condition  to  judge  of  its  true  Interefls  in  Hme  to  come; 
In  the  firft  Place  then  we  are  toobferve,  that  by  the  twenty-feoond* 
Article  of  tfie  Ddfinitive  Treaty,  the  Dutchy  oi  Silefia  2nd  the 
County  of  Gktz  are  guarantyed  to  his  Prujpan  Majefty  by 
all  the  contradling  Parties ;    which    however   is  not  to  bt 
confidered  as  an  original  Conceflion  by  this  Treaty,  but  aa, 
a  Confirmation   of  what  had  been  yielded  to   him  by  ber 
Imperiad  Majefty  in  former  Treaties,  and  more  efpedally  by 
that  of  Drejaen.  By  the  thirteenth  Article,  her  Imperial  Majefty 
ftipulates  to  reftore  to  his  Serene  Highnels  the  Duke  cf  Af#^ 
difiHj  the  Fiefe  he  pofleflTes  in  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary ;  tdiich 
is  alfo  no  new  Concefiion,  but  a  bare  Reflitution  of  yAal 
her  Imperial  Majefty  had  feized,  upon  that  Prince's  entering 
into  a  War  againft  her.    fiy  the  twelfth  Article,  her  Majefty 
confirms  to  the  King  of  Sardinia  the  Ceifions  formeriy  made. 
him,  as  well  as  thofe  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  fForms  in  the 
Year  1743 ;  and  this  likewife  is  no  new  Conceffion  by  die 
Definitive  Treaty,  but  a  Confirmation  of  what  y^r^B  yielded 
before^ 

In  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  Articles,  her  Imperial 
Majefty  confents  to  reftore  the  Dutchy  of  Modaia  and  all 
its  Dependencies  to  the  Duke  its  lawful  Sovereign  ;  and  un-* 
dertakes  to  give  the  lame  Prince  Satisfaction  for  his  Ri^ts 
to  certain  aUodial  Eftates  in  the  Dutchy  of  Guajialla\  and' 
all  thefe  except  the  laft  are  barely  Reftitutions,  as  is  alfo 
what  is  fiuther  fHpulated  in  the  lame  Articles  with  Refpeft  to 
the  Republick  of  Genoa.  But  in  the  feventh  Article,  her 
ImperiaJ  Majefly  makes  an  entire  CefSon  of  the  Dutchies 
iAParma^  Placentia^  and  GuaJiaUa  to  the  Infant  Don  Philips 
to  be  held  by  him  and  the  Heirs  Male  of  his  Body  bornf 
in  Marriage,  till  fuch  Time  as  he  or  his  Defcendants  (hall 
;ain  the  Pofl^Oh  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies^  or  of 
"painy  when  thofe  Dutchies  are  to  revert  to  their  fbhner  Pof-' 
fefTors,  and  confequentiy  except  what  was  fonnerly  granted  to 
his  Sardinian  Majefty,  to  the  £mprd8  Queen  or  to  her  De-^ 
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dants.  This  is  the  great,  one  may  lay  the  only  GmceSon^ 
that  for  the  Sake  oTPeace  and  the  Reftitution  of  the  great 
Towns^ftrong  Fortrefles,  and  large  Difiri£b  that  had  been  takea 
from  her  in  the  LiwC&utarifs,  her  Imperial Majefty  has  made: 

l)ow  far  thde  CeiBons  infringe  the  Settlement  of  the  >&^ 
JMmh  Territories  by  the  Pragmatick  SanAion,  and  in  what 
Degree  the  Lois  of  diem  aiFedb  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  in  haljy  will  be  fhewn  in  another  Place ;  let  us  ob- 
ierve  at  prefent,  that  thefe  Ceffions  are  but  temporary,  and 
tiiat  the  fame  Guarantees  which  fecure  the  Eftablilhment  of 
die  Roval  Infant  Don  Philip^  fecure  likewife  the  ReverfioQ 
of  this  rlibbliihment  to  the  Emprels  Queen,  or  to  her  Heirs  % 
we  mxf  likewile"'  venture  to.  afleit,  without  pretending  to  the 
Gift  of  Prophecy,  that  the  recovering  the  Pofleffion  of  thofe 
Countries  wiU  lie  then  eficAed  without  involving  Eurofi  in 
fi  new  War. 

As  to  the  Advantages  v^ich  arile  to  her  Imperial  Maiefhr 
and  her  Auguft  Houfe,  from  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Aix  m 
CbapiUty  yic  are  firft  to  reckon  the  Acknowledgment  of  his 
Imperial  Majeily  in  that  Quality,  tho'  ftri^y  fpesS;ing  diis  was 
an  EfFeft  of  the  Preliminaries ;  we  may  next  eive  puKre  to  the 
iecond  Article  by  which  the  Treaties  oi  fyejtpbatiay  Nimmten^ 
Ryfivieky  Utrecbtj  Badifi,  the  Quadruple  Alliance  and  the  imXf 
of  Vtitmay  are  renewed.  By  the  fixth  Article  it  is  fHpulateJ^ 
diat  all  the  Conquefb  made  by  the  French  in  Ftanders  ihouU 
be  refloied  ;  and  by  the  twenty-firft  Article,  the  Pragmatick 
$andion  n^e  by  the  late  Emperor  Charles  VI.  Aprtl  loth 
1719,  is  folemnly  guarantied  by  all  the  contra£ting  Pkrtii^ 
except  in  tiie  Alterations  'made  by  the  Definitive  Treaty  itfel£ 

On  the  whole  therefore  it  appears,  that  confidering  the  yttf 
high  Diemands  made  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  War,  the  venf 
formid2d)le  Alliance  by  which  thofe  extraordinary  Demamb 
were  fupported,  and  the  Backwardnels  fhewn  by  fevend  Powera 
(exdufive  of  thofe  who  a£hially  attacked  the  Queen  of  Hun* 
gory)  to  maintain  their  Guaranties  of  the  Prappiatick  Sanftion^ 
that  the  Power  of  the  moft  auguft  Houie  of  Auftria  has 
not  fufiered  any  confiderable  Diminution;  arid  if  we  re- 
fled  upon  procuring  the  Imperial  Crown  for  the  Grand  Duke 
of  Tufcany^  and  the  conciliating  the  AfFeiftions  of  the  /&»- 
garian  Nation,  we  fhall  run  no  Hazard  of  being  refuted  if 
we  a&rt,  that  its  Luflre  and  Credit  are  rather  augmented 
than  dimihifhed. 

It  will  pals  with  fome  for  a  h^  Piece  of  Imprudence  ta 
add  any  thing  farther  upon  this  Subje£l;  but  as  the  profefled 
Defign  of  this  Work  is  to  ihew>  that  human  Prudence  alone 
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is  very  capable  of  penetrating,  in  fome  Degree,  into  fiituie 
Events,  we  will  adventure  to  own  it  is  in  our  Opinion  hig^y 
probable,  tliat  the  £ftabli(tuncnt  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftrla  will, 
witliin  the  Compais  of  the  prcfent  Age,  grow  more  folid^  and 
become  more  firmly  rooted,  than  it  has  been  efteemed  in  our 
Times ;  and  will  confequently  have  a  ftronger  Influence,  as  it 
muft  always  retain  the  fame  Intercft  in  fupporting  the  Balance 
of  Power  in  Europe^  upon  which  its  Fame  and  Authority, 
and,  what  is  ftill  n.ore,  its  Safety,  will  ever  depend.  In  faying 
tills,  we  oblige  ourfelves  to  afHgn  the  Reafons  of  this  Opinion; 
for  in  political  Trcatifes  nothing  is  to  be  aflerted  from  Motives 
that  muft  be  concealed :  Such  as  predi£l  Things  from  their 
Knowledge  of  what  was  formerly  fliled  Occult  Philofophy, 
claimed  a  Privilege  of  this  fort ;  but  no  fuch  Qaim  will  e\'er 
be  put  in  by  one  who  cither  is,  or  believes  himfelf  to  be  a 
Politician. 

There  are  then  three  Caufes  tliat  have  led  us  to  this  Afler- 
tion  ;  we  will  fbte  them  freely  and  fairly,  and  then  leave  the 
Reader  to  approve  or  cenfure  them  as  he  thinks  fit.  In  the 
firft  Place,  it  is  highly  likely  that  the  Guaranties  contained  in 
the  Definitive  Treaty  will  be  pun£hially  performed,  and  that 
for  many  Reafons ;  let  us  mention  only  a  few :  The  Breach  of 
good  Faith  in  that  refpeA  was  attended  with  fuch  fatal  Con- 
^quences  in  the  laft  War,  that  it  will  teach  the  Statefmen  in 
all  Courts  and  Countries,  to  difcern  that  nothing  great  or  good 
can  flow  from  fuch  a  Conduct.  The  Parties  are  reciprocally 
interefted,  and  any  Chicanery  upon  one  Point  of  the  Gua- 
ranty would  afford  a  Precedent  fatal  to  the  whole ;  and  there- 
fore tho*  there  may  be  Courts  not  over  tender  of  the  Concerns 
of  their  Neighbours,  they  will  neverthelefs  be  unwilling  to 
take  fuch  Meafures  as  may  be  dangerous  to  their  own.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  certain  Powers,  whofe  Good-will  in  tlie 
Performance  of  their  Stipulations  there  is  mofl  Reafon  to 
iufpeft,  may  have  the  firft  C  )ccafion  to  recur  to  the  general  Gua- 
ranty in  this  Treaty,  for  their  own  Security.  More  might  be 
advanced  upon  this  Subjc£l,  but,  to  the  Litelligent,  what  has 
been  already  faid  will  be  fufHcient. 

The  fecond  Caufc  is  this.  That  their  Imperial  Majefties  have 
a  numerous  IfTue,  and  as  thcfe  Princes  and  Princcflcs  grow  up, 
they  will  certainly  contraft  Alliances  by  Marriages,  that  can- 
not but  flrcngthcn  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  exceed- 
y^ly  J  and  tliis  is  fo  fair  a  ProfpeS,  that  whoever  confidcrs  it 
itively,  and  compares  it  with  the  different  View  in  wliich 
^ugiilt  Houfe  was  confidercd  from  the  Beginning  of  the 
gf  cTcnt  Century,  ai>  well  as  with  the  Light  in  which  another 
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Houfe  at  prefent  (lands ;  whoever,  I  fay,  coolly  and  attentively 
contemplates  this,  cannot  fail  of  perceiving,  that  we  have  not 
guefled  at  random. 

The  third  Caufe  Is,  the  Difcovery  that  this  laft  War  has 
made  of  the  real  and  inherent  Strength  derived  to  this  illuftri* 
ous  Family  from  its  hereditary  Dominions,  and  the  new  Turn 
that  this  has  given  to  the  Politicks  of  the  Court  of  Vtennay 
where  no  longer  regarding  the  antiquated  Maxims  of  thofe 
who  would  make  the  Cuuoms  of  former  Ages,  whether  rea* 
fonable  or  nor,  the  Laws  of  the  prefent,  it  is  now  thought 
neceilary  to  employ  Men  in  the  Cabinet  for  their  Abilities,  for 
their  military  Virtues  in  the  Field,  and  for  their  eminent  Inte^ 
grity  on  the  inches  of  Juftice,  where  the  Piety  of  their  Impe* 
rial  Majefties  heightens  the  Luftre  of  their  temporal  Stations, 
and  where  their  own  Examples,  in  Point  of  Virtue,  Vigilance 
and  Clemency,  merit  the  univerfal  Approbation  and  Applaufe 
of  their  Subjects,  and  feem  to  have  attra£led  the  Bleiling  of 
God  upon  their  Counfels,  and  that  in  a  Degree  very  confpi- 
cuous  even  to  the  People  of  this  Age,  who  amongft  all  theit 
Follies,  arc  not  juiUy  chargeable  with  Credulity,  at  leaft  upon 
this  Head. 

After  fo  ample  Detail  as  this,  of  the  Hiftorv  of  the  Houle  of 
Aujhria^  from  the  Time  of  its  becoming  poflefled  of  the  Im- 
penal  Scepter,  down  to  the  prefent,  we  are  next,  accord- 
ing to  our  Plan,  to  confider  its  Interefts ;  and  thefe  wrill  fall 
naturally  under  five  feveral  Heads.  The  Firfl:,  in  regard  to 
the  Imperial  Dignity,  fo  happily  reftored  to  this  auguil  Fa- 
mily ;  and  what  we  have  to  (ay  upon  this  Head,  may  be  re- 
duced within  a  very  narrow  Compafi.  As  it  is  the  Interefl  of 
the  Princes  and  States  of  the  Empire,  for  preferving  a  Bul- 
wark againfl  the  Infidels,  a  proper  Ballance  of  Power  againft 
France^  and  tlie  Tranquility  of  Gtrmanyy  to  continue  the 
fupreme  Power  in  this  Family ;  fo  on  the  other  Hand,  it  is 
certainly  the  Intercfl  of  the  Houfe  dl  Attjiria^  while  poflcfs'd 
of  the  Imperial  Dignity,  to  maintain  the  Freedom  and  In- 
dependence of  the  Empire,  together  with  the  Privileges  arid 
Immunities  of  all  its  Members. 

This  Conduct  can  alone  fecure  to  that  Houfe  the  Support 
of  the  Empire  upon  all  Occafions,  and  which  though  from  paft 
Experience  Politicians  may  poflibly  confider  as  a  Thing 
rather  of  Shew  tlian  Confequence,  yet  it  may  become  of 
very  great  Efficacy  and  Importance.  For  as  the  Interefts 
of  the  Emperor  and  Empire  are  always  the  fame,  fo  if  they 
were  conflandy  and  firmly  united,  it  is  very  evident  that 
the  Germaniik  Body  would   be  always  an  Equals  if  cvot  ^s\ 

0\^- 
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Over-match  for  France^  without  tht  Affiftance  of  anj  odier 
Power  whatever. 

A  gentle  and  mild  Adminiftration  tliertfore,  tfiat  may  ooo- 
tuliate  the  Hearts  of  the  German  Princes>  (b  as  to  bring  them 
to  juft  and  warm  Sentiments  of  tlicir  own  Intereft,  will  be 
the  moft  eafy  and  expeditious  Means  of  induring  them  to 
confide  in  and  pay  a  proper  Refpeft  and  Duty  to  the  Head 
of  the  Empire,  will  detach  them  from  France^  and  from  eveiy 
other  Foreign  Power,  none  of  which  ever  had  or  can  have 
any  Influence  over  them,  but  from  their  real  or  imaginary 
Apprehenfions  of  the  Ambition  and  Power  of  the  Hou(c  of 
Jfujtria* 

This  once  removed,  the  Emperor  would  become  the  erhit* 
eft  and  moft  formidable  Prince  in  Euro^y  dnt  is,  conl^ered 
in  a  defenfive  Light,  if  attacked  without  Reaibn  or  juft 
Provocation,  and  would  therefore  be  revered  by  hb  Neigh- 
bours, inftead  of  being  dependent  upon  them ;  and  be  capa- 
ble of  prote£ting  his  Allies,  without  ever  being  under  tSe  Ne- 
ceffi^  of  feeking  beyond  the  Limits  of  Germany  for  any 
Affifhrnoe.  At  prefent,  this  will  to  many  ^qpear  a  Do&ine 
very  ftrange  and  improbable ;  but  to  fuch  as  examine  care* 
fullv  and  attentively,  it  muft  feem  very  juft  and  reafonaU^ 
ana  at  the  fame  Time  no  Ids  ea<y  and  practicable. 

The  Emperor  by  his  Prerogative  has  many  Opportunities 
to  benefit  and  oblige  moft  of  the  Princes  and  Suites  of  the 
Empire,  and  can  always  defend  and  proted  them.  Tliis  Power 
therefore,  wifely  and  feafonably  exerted,  may  fuffice  to  bring 
about  all  that  I  alledge  might  be  expefled  fi^om  it ;  in  the  mean 
Time  I  defire  it  may  be  underftood,  that  I  do  not  ^peak  ab« 
folutely,  but  conditionally.  I  do  not  fay  this  wiBy  but  af- 
firm, only  that  it  may  very  well  happen,  of  which  the  Reader 
muft  be  convinced  when  he  has  read  and  confider'd  what  we 
have  to  offer  in  Relation  to  the  Kin^om  of  Hungary. 

The  next  Point  that  claims  our  Regard,  is  the  Intercft  of 
the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  as  a  Member  of  the  Germanici  Body, 
As  to  this  it  is  apparent,  th^t  her  Power  is  already  fufficient- 
ly  grea^  and  that  it  cannot  be  for  her  Advantage  to  endear 
vour  to  increafe  it  at  the  Expencc  of  her  Neigh£)urs,  which 
indeed  is  the  folc  Thing  that  has  hitherto  turned,  or  can  at 
any  Time  turn  to  her  Prejudice.  While  (he  remains  iatis- 
fied  with  her  Pofleifions,  and  forms  no  Pretenfions  upon  the 
Dominions  of  others,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  as  the  War 
is  now  over,  flie  may  find  her  Neighbours  difpofcd  to  live 
with  her  upon  Terms  of  Friendfliip  and  RcfoeS. 

If 
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If  (be  is  ever  inclined  to  enlar^  her  Territories*  it  ougM 
to  be  thoTe  that  lie  without  the  Empire,  and  even  this  miift 
be  done  with  very  great  Caution ;  for  at  prcfent  there  is 
fudi  a  Spirit  of  Jealou^  in  all  Powers,  that  they  cannot  with 
amy  FSadence  fee  Acquihtions  made,  which  increafe  the  Strength 
cf  diexr  Neighbours,  and  conicquently  alter  that  Proportion 
between  them,  upon  which  they  conceive  their  own  Safety  in  a 
great  Meafure  depends.  Yet  the  Houfe  of  Aujlrim  may,  with^ 
out  any  Hazard,  augment  her  real  and  internal  Force,  while 
Ihe  is  content  to  prcierve  the  antient  Limits  of  her  Dominions. 
Almoft  all  her  Hereditary  Countries  are  capable  of  great  Im- 
povements ;  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia^  and  the  Provinces  dat 
border  on  the  Adriatick  more  efpecially. 

The  reviving  of  Trade  in  thefe  Parts,  and  encouraging  the 
mutual  Conunerce  of  the  Subjedb  in  all  her  Dominions, 
mi^t  render  the  Empreis  Queen  a  much  richer,  and  confe^ 
fluently  a  more  powerful  Sovereign  than  fhe  is  at  prefent. 
Some  of  thofe  Nations  that  in  the  late  War  were  £unous  for 
fiimifhing  her  Armies  with  Irregulars,  are  known  to  have  a 

Erat  Turn  for  Trade ;  and  if  propcrfy  encouraged,  would  not 
1  of  rendering  her  as  efiential  Services  in  Peace  as  in  War. 
The  only  Check  in  this  Refpcdl,  that  hitherto  has  hindcrM 
dieir  Genius  from  appearing.  Is  tl)e  Want  of  Religious  Liberty  ; 
fince  it  muft  be  owned  tlic  Houfe  of  Anjlria  has  in  fomeMeafure 

E'cqued  itfelf  on  a  Zeal  for  the  Popiih  Faith,  that  bordered  upon 
igotry :  And  yet  through  the  Courfe  of  the  two  laft  Wan, 
the  Court  of  Rome  has  been  lb  far  from  making  any  proper 
Returns,  that  (he  has  adhially  (hewn  a  manifcll  Partiality  in 
Favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbtn. 

Any  Relaxation  in  this  Kind,  arifing  from  the  Gratitude  of 
the  Court  of  Vienna j  would  have  wonderful  Efledls,  for  it  could 
not  fail  of  rendering  all  the  Countries  under  her  Obedience  more 
populous,  and  conlequently  more  rich  and  fruitful  than  they 
are  at  preient.  Neitner  ought  thb  Lijberty  of  Confcicnce  to 
extend  only  to  the  Lutherans  and  the  Reformed,  but  to  the 
Members  of  the  (rr^^i  Church,  to  the  Moravians^  and  indeed 
to  Chriftians  in  general ;  for  this  would  draw  Multitudes  out  of 
the  Turktjh  Dominions  into  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  and 
contribute  at  once  toflrengthen  theHandsof  the  Emprc£i,  and 
to  weaken  thofe  of  her  Enemies. 

As  Sovereigns  of  Hungary^  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  is  extremely 
powerful ;  and  it  is  with  great  Pleafure  we  can  obferve  her  pre* 
lent  Majdly  has  taken  fuch  Meafures,  as  ought  to  be  a  Rule  to 
all  her  SucceiTors.  On  the  25th  of  yune  1741,  fhe  was 
crowned  at  Prejbqurg  with  all  the  Ceremonies  ufual  in  that 
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Kingdom^  having  firft  confirmed  to  the  Protefhmts  the  fiitiim 
Knjoyments  of  all  their  Rights  with  regard  to  Religion,  and 
agreed  to  the  Capitulation  drawn  up  by  the  Diet,  of  which 
tlie  following  were  the  chief  Articles. 

I.  That  the  Kingdom  fhall  never  be  without  a  Palatine  j 
and  that  after  the  Death  of  the  Vcldt-Marfhal  Count  Palfy^  tht 
Diet  (hall  be  convoked  in  order  to  chufc  one  out  of  the  fiDur 
Perfons  that  the  Queen  (hall  propofc. 

n.  1  hat  in  cafe  the  Queen  dies  (which  God  forbid)  before 
the  young  Arch-Dukc  is  out  of  his  Minority,  the  Palatine  ihall 
be  his  Guardian  in  this  Kingdom. 

III.  That  the  Employments  in  this  Realm  fliall  be  given  to 
none  hut  Hungarians. 

IV.  That  fuch  of  the  Noblcffc  as  have  purchafcd  Eftates  of 
Peafants  (or  Roturiers)  wliich  only  are  liable  to  be  charged 
with  impofts,  fhall  pay  none  for  the  faid  Eftates. 

It  was  by  thefe  Concefiions,  and  by  the  moft  gracious  and 
popular  Speeches  on  all  Occafions  publick  and  private,  that 
her  Majcfty,  while  (he  remained  in  that  Kingdom,  changed 
the  Face  of  it  eiitircly,  and  procured  fuch  Succours  from  thence, 
as  enabled  her  to  make  head  againft  all  her  Enemies :  Neither 
was  it  for  once,  or  from  a  fudden  and  paffionate  Expreffion  of 
their  Aftcdlion  and  Loyalty,  moved  by  the  Goodnefi  and  the 
Diftrefs  of  the  Queen,  that  this  Affiftance  was  received  ;  but  it 
continued  through  the  War  as  conftant  and  regular  as  her  Oc- 
cafions required,  to  the  juft  and  immortal  Honour  of  that  brave 
and  generous  Nation. 

We  Jiavc  already  pointed  out  in  the  Courfe  of  this  Hiftoryi 
the  fad  Condition  of  this  Country  in  former  Reigns,  and  the 
mean  Opinion  her  Imperial  Majefty's  Grandfather  had  of  the 
Fidclit)'  and  Power  of  the  Hungarians^  when  he  affirmed  that 
he  had  fpent  more  in  defending  them  than  their  Kingdom  was 
worth;  and  which  if  it  did  not  belong  to  him  as  a  Conqueror^ 
ought  to  be  reputed  his  as  a  Purchafcr^  as  much  as  any  of  his 
hereditar)'  Dominions.  Notions  infpircd  no  doubt  by  Jefuiis 
and  fclf-intcrcfted  Statefmen,  who  had  nothing  in  view  hut  to 
make  their  court  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  by  a  hilfc  Shew  of  Zeal 
for  his  Family,  at  the  fad  Expcncc  ofagalhmt  ajid  loyal,  but 
then  dejedkd  and  opprefled  Nation  :  A  Nation  cquidly  ex- 
pofcd  to  continual  Invafions  from  Infidels  abroad,  to  the  fubtil 
Intrigues  of  falfe  Patriots,  and  the  bafc  Complacency  of  felfc 
Coui tiers  at  home. 

But  the  prcfent  Qiieen,  when  except  this>  flie  had  fcarcc  any 
other  Territories  left,  was  able  to  draw  from  it  Rcfources 
fufficicnt  for  the  Recover}*  of  all  the  reft :  And  thencs  to  demon- 

ftrate 
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{(rate  to  all  the  World*,  that  it  is  not  an  abfolute  Prince,'  but  a 
Prince  governing  a  free  People  according  to  their  own  Laws^ 
that  is  the  moft  powerful,  the  moft  formidable,  the  moft 
Mafter  of  the  Lives  and  Fortunes  of  his  or  her  Subje£b.  We 
cannot  therefore  doubt  that  the  fame  Maxims  will  for  the  future 
be  purfued  ;  in  confequencc  of  which,  from  being  thought  the 
leaft  confiderable,  Hungary  will  from  henceforth  be  reputed  one 
of  moft  potent  Monarchies  in  Europe. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obfcrve  in  this  Place,  it  was  fromthzt 

unexpcclcd  Support  the  £mpre(s  received  from  the  People  of 

Hungary^  fuch  an  additional  Weight  has  been  thrown  into  the 

Scale  of  the  Houfc  of  Aujlria^  as  none  of  our  Politicians  have 

duly  confidered,  and  which  notwithftanding  ought  to  be  looked 

upon  as  one  of  the  moft  Angular  Events  produced  by  the   late 

War.  In  all  Probability  it  has  been  the  real  Caufe  why  the  Turh 

have  never  attempted  to  interfere,  or  to  give  the  IcaftDifturbance 

to  her  Imperial  Majefty,  though  continually  prompted  to  it  by 

France.      They   faw  that  the  Union  wnich   reigns    in   that 

Country  between  the  Sovereign  and  her  SubieAs,  has  reflt)red 

the    ancient  Vigour    of  the  Hungarian  Militia ;  fo  that  if  a 

War  ihould  happen,  the  Hungarians  alone  would  be  able  to 

make  head  againft  their  whole  Force,  and  perhaps  make  fome 

Impreffion  on  the  Ottoman  Empire  itfclf,  at  a  time  when  from 

the  Diforders  in  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government,  itsCre-^ 

dit  and  Forces  are  equally  weak. 

Befides,  even  in  regard  to  France^  the  State  of  Things  is 
very  much  changed,  in  confequencc  of  the  Alteration  that  hap- 
pened in  Hungary  \  for  when  at  a  very  fmall  Expence,  the 
French  kept  up  a  Malcontent  Party  there,  which  was  al- 
ways fure  of  private  Support,  if  not  of  open  Countenance 
from  theTWrij,  they  were  fecure  of  a  Diverfion  on  that  Side; 
and  have  fometimes  carried  this  fo  far  as  to  bring  fome  of  the 
bold  Irregulars,  who  now  ferve  with  fo  much  Reputation  in 
the  Imperial  Armies,  as  hoftile  Plimderers  into  the  Suburbs  of 
Vienna.  A  wonderful  and  happy  Change  this  !  from  a  divided, 
dilcontented  and  diftradted,  to  a  united,  loyal,  and  well- 
principled  People  \  from  being  the  Terxx)r,  to  become  the 
Protedlors  of  the  Aujiriam ;  from  being  (carce  feen  in,  to 
make,  as  they  now  do,  fo  great  a  P'igure  in  their  Armies. 
In  fhort,  this  Advantage,  which  has  been  the  Kefult  of  the 
War  juft  concluded  may,  be  confidered  as  fome  Equivalent  for 
the  Danger  and  Expcncc  of  it. 

The  Houfe  of  Auftria  is  alfo  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
greateft  Powers  in  Italy ;  and  it  will  be  certainly  its  Intercft 
to  fecure  theBallance   in  that  Country,  by  remaining  firmly 
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united  to  the  Kine  of  SarJima ;  for  while  ^s  Union  fub- 
fifb»  it  is  impoffible  that  the  Houfe  of  BourUit  fliould  bring 
any  of  her  ambitious  Projefb  to  bear.  The  Neutrality  of 
Tufcanyy  the  keeping  a  Court  at  FUrence^  and  the  maintaining 
the  Privileges  of  Leghorn^  as  a  free  Port,  areMeafuies  fo  right 
in  themfelves,  and  which  feem  to  be  fo  well  underftood  by  the 
Court  of  yienna^  that  we  can  have  noDoubt  of  their  being 
conftantly  purfued. 

Another  Ad  vants^  that  will  refult  from  her  Territories  in 
d^is  Country  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  is,  the  haviw  it  in 
her  Power  to  provide  for  the  younger  Branches  of  &  Fsh 
mily  by  the  confiderable  Governments  (he  has  to  beftow ;  and 
by  this  means  Ihe  will  take  at  once  the  moft  eSedualMea* 
fure  for  the  Security  of  thele  Provinces,  and  for  ^tfae 
fill  table  Support  of  the  Princes  and  Princefles  of  the  Imperial 
and  Arch-Ducal  Houfe  without  any  additional  Expenoe,  and 
this  too  in  the  Manner  moft  agreeable  to  the  Genius  and 
Temper  of  her  Subjects,  as  well  as  the  moft  capable  of  defert-^ 
ing  either  the  open  or  fecret  Deiicns  of  her  Enemies.  So  that 
on  the  whole,  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the  reviving  and 
reftoring  the  Luftre  of  the  Houfe  of  Ai^bria^  duui  fuch  a  Dif« 
pofition.  of  her  Italian  Territories* 

We  now  come  to  the  laft  Article,  which  is  the  Intereft  of 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  as  Sovereign  of  the  Loiw  CmaOrieSs  anoint 
of  the  greateft  Confequence  to  that  Family,  and  indeed  to 
all  Europe.  It  is  by  hcr^  being  in  Pofleffion  of  diefe  Pro* 
vinces,  diat  (he  becomes  the  natural  and  perpetual  Ally  of  the 
Maritime  Powers,  who  have  never  failed  to  fliew  the  utmoft 
Readinefs  to  fupport  her  Intereft.  By  her  beins  in  pdleffion 
of  thefe  Countries^  ftie  covers  the  Republick  xx  H$lkmi  from 
the  Power  of  France ;  and  may  be  likewife  (aid  to  form  n 
Barrier  againft  that  dangerous  and  ambitious  Power,  in  favour 
Qf  Great  Britain  alfo. 

Whilft  fhe  prefervcs  thefe  Countries,  fhe  cannot  &il  of 
preferving  the  unalterable  Affection  of  her  Neighbours  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  her  Intereft  to  be  as  tender  of  thefe  Provinces, 
as  of  any  Part  of  her  Dominions.  She  fees  by  fatal  Experience, 
what  dreadful  Confequences  follow  the  neglecting  her  Frontiers 
on  that  Side,  and  therefore  fhe  will  certainly  avoid  committing 
the  like  Miftake  for  the  future.  It  is  a  vifible  Error,  to  ftip* 
pofe  that  thefe  Provinces  may  be  abfolutely  trufled  to  Ine 
Care  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  to  imagine  that  this  may  be 
fome  Excufe  for  being  lefs  mindful  of  their  Security.  The  con- 
trary is  very  plain;  it  the  Aujlrian  Garrifons  in  thofe  Countries 
were  kept  complete,  and  tlieir  Fortrcifes  in  a  proper  State  of 
X  Defence^ 
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I>eftnce,  the  Dntcb  would  havr  nothing  to  appfehend  from  die 
Pcuwer  of  France^  and  would  confequently  z£k.  upon  all  Oc- 
ofions  widi  Dignity  and  Spirit ;  whereas  a  contrary  ConduA 
kaves  them  fo  open  to  their  Enemies,  and  sives  fuch  Oppor^ 
tunities  to  the  Emiflarics  af  France^  and  to  the  difcontented  Party 
in  that  Country,  as  muft  neceflarily  weaken^  or  which  is  worfe, 
intimidate,  a  popular  Government. 

On  the  other  Hand,  theConduA  of  the  Dtrfc^  in  all  fudi 
Conjundhires,  muft  have  fuch  an  Influence  upon  that  of  Gnat 
Britain^  that  in  refpeA  to  both,  it  will  be  certainly  found  the 
Intereft  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  to  manifeft  the  utmoft  Con- 
cern for  chefe  Provinces,  I^  the-Juftice  of  her  Government, 
by  encouraging  the  Commerce  of  the  Inhabitants,  by  applying 
the  Revenues  for  their  Defence,  and  by  keeping  every  tning 
ia  fuch  a  Condition,  as  that  France  iliall  never  be  tempted 
to  think  it  moft  for  her  Advantage  to  attack  her  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty  on  this  Side.  Thus  from  a  clear  and  imparti^  View  of 
the  prefent  State  and  Intereft  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujhriaj  it  is  folly 
nd  plainly  Ihewn  that  (he  has  emerged  from  die  late  War 
greater,  more  powerful,  and  in  a  Condition  of  being  a  more 
efFedhial  Ballance  againft  the  Houfe  of  Baurbon,  than  ihe  has 
been  during  the  prefent  Century.  The  Imperial  Dignity  is 
reftored  to  her ;  her  Power  in  Germany  is  very  litde  impaired  ; 
die  Kingdom  of  Hungary  is  become  of  infinitdy~]greater  Con- 
fequence  to  her  than  it  was ;  her  Dominions  in  liah  arc  fafe, 
and  it  is  in  her  own  Power,  by  taking  fuitable  Meafures  for 
their  Defence^  to  obtain  from  her  Allies  whatever  Affiftance  is 
neoeflary  to  preferve  the  LouhCmntries,  This  is  all  that  is  re- 
quifite  to  make  her  as  facure  as  (he  can  herfelf  defire,  as  much 
rape&ed  as  her  Friends  can  wifli,  and  as  powerfiil  as  the  pre* 
fent  Syftem  of  Europe  requires  the  fhould  be. 


CHAP.    IX. 

7 he  gmutne  Cenjiituticn^  real  Power ^  and  natural 
Interefts  of  the  GERMANtctc  Body^  impartially 
fiat ed  from  the  heft  and  moft  authentick  ff^r kings 
ef  their  own  Lawyers. 

THE  GirmanUkhoAyxs  aTefm  with  which  we  are  very 
vreil  acquainted  in  Britain^  and  the  Notion  we  have  of 
it  is  in  the   geatral  right  enough  ^   but  when   wc   come 
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to  fytak  6f  it  more  dofely,  it  does  not  appear,  at  leaS 
from  general  Converfidon,  that  People  enter  into  it  rwy 
ftridUv,  comprehend  it  vtry  clearly,  or  are  able  to  iktis^ 
themiblves  ^0(4iethcr  Propofitions  relating  thereto,  are  confifleni 
whh,  or  opppfite  to  Truth,  or  even  whether  thejr  are  po^ 
bable  or  improbable.  This,  if  we  confider  it  as  a  Brancn  of 
Political  Learning,  is  indeed  of  very  great  Importance ;  but 
it  is  of  fHll  greater  Importance,  when  we  remember  that  it 
is  a  Point  which  frequently  concerns  the  immediate  Safety 
of  our  own  Countty. 

Men  of  great  rats,  and  v^Ily  devoted  to  die  Service  of 
this  or  that  f  aftion,  frequently  introduce  the  Genrkhtict  Bddy 
into  their  Debates,  and  either  exalt  or  deprc£,  heighten  or 
weaken  it  at  Pleafiire.  Sometimes  we  hear  it  mi^tlied  as 
one  of  the  greateft  Powers  in  EurHte^  as  more  than  a  Hallanct 
ht  France  J  and  as  capable  of  itfeltto  ftcuneand  oiaintain  tM 
Equilibrium,  not  on  the  Side  of  G#rmm^  only,  but  in  telpeQ  to 
the  North,  and  to  die  Houfe  of  Bourbon :  By  othefs  we  are  txild 
that  it  is  a  vaft^  unwieldy,  and  languid  Power;  unconneAed 
in  its  Parts^  flow  in  its  Refolves^  and  dilatory  in  the  Execution 
of  them. 

It  is  to  free  this  Subjed  from  all  Embarrafsment,  and  to 
fet  it  in  a  dear  and  natural  Lights  that  we  have  gfvtn  place 
to  this  Article ;  and  aik  it  is  very  poffible  to  do  this  withid 
the  Compafi  of  about  an  Hour's  reading,  it  is  hop'd  that  the 
Pains  taken  thereon  will-  merit  the  Approbation  of  the  Puhlick) 
the  rath^,  becade  it  will  appear  from  our  manner  of  tnsat- 
ing  it,  that  there  is  not  the  fmalleft  Mixtuft  of  PlepofleffioA 
or  Prejudice^  but  that  we  really  mean  to  render  the  thing  at 
intelligible  as   it  is  in  our  Power  to  make  it; 

The  Empire  of.  the  ff^efi,  of  Germany^  or  as  it  is  com« 
monlyftiled,  the  Holy  Roman'EmpiTCy  was  founded  by  Charles 
the  Great ;  and  under  him  and  his  Son,  the  Qov ernment  wai 
Monarchical  i  and  the  Dominions  of  thofc  Princes  being  very 
large,  and  accruing  to  them  by  different  Titles,  th^  were 
governed  either  by  Perfons  vefted  with  Powers  from  tne  Em- 
peror immediately,  or  by  their  natural  Princes,  VaflSds  to  tb6 
Emperor  ^  and  both  thefe  kind  of  Governors  were  ftiled 
Duies,  In  refpefi  to  Spiritual.  Afiairs,  they  were  adminiftered 
by  Bifhop5;,  and  as  there  was  a  great  Spirit  of  Religion  in 
thofc  Days,  this  rendcr'd  thofe  Prelates  very  cohfideiable. 

The  Care  of  Juftice  within  the  Diftri£b  into  which  the 
large  Provinces  were  divided,  beknged  Vbr  an  Officer  called  ift 
Latin  Conusj  from  whence  the  Word  Gmmt  is  dktived ;  but 
in   xhf:  German  Language  he  VF^tRkd  Grave.     From  thefii 
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Cocilts  Aere  was  an  Appe^  to  that  of  the  Emperor,   A^d 
abMfore  the  Chief-Juftice  or  PreTident  of  the  Imperial  Co^'rt 


ftiled  Ctmet  PamlnuSy  that  is.  Count  Palatine^  i.  tk  of  thd 
PAei,  or  in  Girmofij  Palfgravu  The  fair.e  Reafon  of  State 
imrodaced  other  neccflary  Offices,  fuch  as  a  Governof  of  the 
f  ramiers  or  Marches,  thence  {Hied  Marquifs^  and  by  the 
Germans^  Margrave^  anfwering  to  our  Lord  JVardtn  of  the 
Marches;  the  Landgravi  was  an  Officer  of  the  fame  Na* 
Cure  with  the  Grave^  or  Csunty  but  had  a  greater  Extent  of 
Country,  and  that  generally  in  the  Heart  of  the  Empire  ^ 
iShA  Bufgravi  was  the  Emperor's'  chief  Officer  in  Towns  and 
CaXk^  that  is  to  fay.  In  fuch  as  belonged  immediately  €o  the 
Emperor,  and  in  which,  when  he  came  into  the  Country  where 
dxy  lay,  he  was  wont  to  rcfide,  for  in  thefe  only  he  kept  fudh 
anOfflcer. 

We  may  from  hence  plainly  fee,  that  except  the  Duk^ 
w^o  were  Vaifab,  there  were  none  of  thefe  Officers  but  what 
depended  upon  die  mere  Pleafure  of  the  Emperor,  and  had  n^t 
die  leaft  Colour  to  ^xptA  that  their  Offices  fhouU  becoi^ 
lettled  and  conftant,  much  1^  Hereditary.  But  DiVifibiMf  kl 
the  Imperial  Family,  Civil  Wan,  and  the  fmkinfi;  of  the  IqA^ 
perial  Dignityi  ibon  bmught  about  a  Change.  £i  i«me  Cafili. 
Che  I>ukes  liiemfelves  took  fuch  Meafufes,  that  it  W!as  foMc 
m  the  Power  of  the  Empobr  to  difpoflels  them^  cif.  hinder 
dieir8onsfromfucceedin||l  iti^odiers  it  became  thelntereft  df- 
the  Prince  Po  continue  tm^  Power  to  them  and  their  Dbfceii- 
danOy  in  order  co  attach  d>em  mono  eficfhiaDy  fDjiis  Family  i 
and  thus  the  modem  Cotift^tudon  came  in*  o(  diftinft^Prind^ 
palittiSb,  owning  th«  Enip>.    r  for  their  Head. 

All  Beginnings  ztt  rtide,  and  fo  was  the  CommeiicSement  6t 
the  GiTftuvfici  £>(ty  ;  but  it  is  necefiary  to  afcend  to  the  OrigiA 
of  Things,  if  we  Wili  uikldfSand  them  >  and  When  this  is  oiM 
fix'd  in  ourMihd^,  it  i^  ai  verf  esdy  thing  to  follow  the  Chan« 
nel  from  its  Source.  Befide?,  tkking  Nfettdrs  thus  high,  fares 
time  in  many  other  Re^;)e£b,  by  explaining  in  the  familiar  a^d 
perfpicuous  wtiy  of  Narrative,  a  variety  of  Terms  that  would 
feenf  harih  and  unpleaflint  in  die  dry  Mode  of  InterpretatioPf 
and  intpcduced  without  dist  Caution^  miglit  eafily  be  n^iftaken^ 
or  refflsdn  for  ever  oblcure« 

But  k  was  not  long  that  Things  c6ntinued  in  this  Situi*' 
fion^  and  thefe  new  Prirtces  in  a  Scite  of  doubtful  Authority  ; 
fbr  upon  the  ExtincHon  of  the  Imperlsi  Line^  arid  the  fitting 
Conrad  Duke  of  ProfKma  upon  the  Throne  by  an  Elefljonf 
the  Rights  of  the  Emperor  arid  of  thefe  Prindes  came  to  ftand 
upon  mt  iame  Foot^  Which  Was  about  Ibft  Be^inriiii(  oC  tlM 
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tenth  Century;  His  Succcflbr,  Henry  of  Saxokfi  ted  :^MA 
a  Notion  of  exerting  the  old  Imperial  Authority^  to  which 
the  Princes  thought  he  had  no  Title  \  and  this  produced  pan 
Difturbances  in  his  Reign,  and  a  very  oppofite  Conduft  ih  h» 
Son  and  SuccefTor  Otho  1.  who  eourted  the  Princts,  and  might 
have  made  himfelf  the  moft  powerful  Monarch  of  his  Age^  if 
the  Divifions  in  his  own  Family  had  not  pqrev ented  it 

By  the  Conqueft  of  LonAardy^  and  fixing  the  Imperial  Dig- 
nity to  the  Crown  of  Germany^  he  in  fome  meafure' extended  the 
Power  of  his  Succeflbrs ;  but  at  the  fame  time  brougjht  in  cer- 
tain Inconvcniencies,  which  Were  not  felt  before.    The  Em- 
peror theiK^eforward  claimed  the  Rt^t  of  approving  the  Bifliop 
.  of  Rome  ;  and  the  Popes,  who  werp  then  much  more  powtrfbl 
than  they  have  been  fince^  formed,  in  their  Turns,  Pxrtetifioiis 
to  name  or  to  approve  die  Prelates  ;  and  the  Difputes  ivhich 
this  occafioned,  joined  to  the  Confufions  that  natmaDy  happen 
in  EleSive  Governments,    brought  the  Empire   into  fuch  a 
Condition^  that,  as  we  have  fhewn  in  the  Beginning  of  *the 
laft  Artic]^  it  was  found  requifite  to  offer  the  Imperial  Dig- 
.  nity  M  Count  Rodolph  of  Hapfiurgb^  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
llthuentury  :  And  the  Difhirbances  that  happened  after  the  Ex- 
oufion  of  the  Houfe  of  AuftrtOy  for  fome  time  ntade  the  German 
Princes  very  willing  to  raife  Albert  IL  to  theThrbne  in  1437* 
Himfelf  and  his  SuccefTors  yielded  to  fereral  R^ulations, 
tfiat  were  favourable  to  the  Germanick  Body }  more  efpeciaily  the 
Emperor  Frederick  IIL  the  leail  powerful,  and  the  leail  refpedod 
of  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria\  who  notwithfhmding 
laid  the  Foundation  of  its  Power,  and  gave  Form  and  Credit 
to  the  Germanick  Conflitution,  which  was  improved  by  the 
Emperor  Maximilian  \  who,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Reign, 
was  very  well  inclined  to  remedy  the  Diforders  that  had  bmi 
cither  created  or  permitted  by  his  Predeceflbre*      Upon    his 
Demife,  before  CharUi  V.  v^as  admitted  to  the  Imperial  Dig- 
nity; the  Electors  thought  fit  to  fecure  themfelves  a»inft  the 
Efie^b  of  his  great  Power,  by  a  new  flep,  which  has  been  fince 
conflantly  followed  y  I  mean,  the  fwearing  the  Emperor  A<oBl 
\o    certain  Articles   of  Government,  ftiled  the  Capitulation, 
{n  the  forgoing  Article  we  have  ihewn  the  Attenipts  made 
fay  the  Emperors  to  enlarge  their  Authority,  the  Meafures  taken 
by  the  Princes  and  States  of  the  Empire  to  prevent  their  ex- 
tending it,  their  calling  in  the  Swedes  and  the  Frefuh  for  that 
Purpofe,  and  the  fettling  all  the  Pretentions  on  both  fides,  for 
ever,  by  the  famous  Treaty  of  IVeJlphalia, 

As  the  Imperial  Dienity  was  originally  abfolutc  and  here- 
ditaryi  and  as  thofe.  Monarchy  had  very  great  Powers,  their 
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Snoceflbn  have  always  kept  up  a  Claim  to,  and  fometimes  have 
«xerctfed    fuch  Prerogatives.     Thofe  Emperors,   being  Pro-* 
<e£lorl  of  the  Roman  Church,  the  Popes  thought   it  for  their 
Inttteft  to    make  them  greater  than  any  other  Princes,  and 
therefore  ftilcd  them  the  Temporal    Heads  of  the  Chriftian 
World.    It  was  from  hence  they  a/Turned  to  themfelves  Pro-  * 
cedcnce  of  all  Kinjg;s,  and  even  claimed  a  power  of  making 
Kings,  not   by  beuowing  Territories,    but  by   granting  thaf 
Dignity  or  that  Title  to  /uch  as  had  them  alresuJy,  but  with 
ao  inferior  Stile.    Thev  pretended  aifo  to  other  Rights,  even 
in  the  Tcrritoriec  of  Prmces  without  the  Bounds  of  the  Emr 
pirc  i  more  efpecially  of  granting  Dignities  to  their  Subjefb, . 
which  however  was  frequently  controverted,  and  particiilady 
by  our  Queen  Elizabeth 

It  was  aUb  a  long  time  before  they  gave  the  Title  of  Moh 
j'5^^  to  «ther  Kin^  whom  they  treated  with  that  of  Serenity' 
only;  but  thefe Notions  ate  now  almoft  wore  out,  except  in' 
Gtrmajty-'f  and,  fetting  afide  the  point  of  Precedence,  they 
have  fcaroc  any  other  Prerogative  fupcrior  toother  Monarchs. 
In  the  Empire,  indeed,  they  have,  upoii  particular  Occaflons, 
very  high  \^ka  of  Reverence  paid  them  ;  and  very  powerful 
Princes  not^only  fubmit  to,  but  contend  for  the  Right  of  a£tin^ 
as  their  menial  Servants ;  which,  at  firft  fight,  may  feem  to 
be  inconfiftent  ^ith  their  own  Dignities ;  but  whicn  cloi^y 
examined,  -thisfeemingHumiUty  is  really  founded  on  a  Ppor 
cipie  of  Ambition.  ..      r 

All  the  Electors  have^reat  Offices  ;  and  thofe  Offices  are  not 
only  annexed  to  their  Dignities,  but  feem  to  have  been  the  Oc* 
cafion  of  them,  which  is  the  Reafon  of  their  being  fo  tenadous 
in  this  Refpedt ;  -and  as  they  are  capable  of  being  e^ed,  as  well ' 
asofdefli 
Time  of 

it  is  no  wonder  that  they  are  for  raifine  it  in  point 
and  Prerogative  as^hieh  as  they  can  ;  e^ecially  as  the  Empe- 
rors, in  ceturn,  emuoy  that  very  Authority  in  their  Favouiv 
and  would  have  the  Eledofis,  confidered  in  ^at  Quality,  ftand 
upon  the  Level  with  Kings.  But  it  is  neceflarv  to  fee  who 
and  what  thefe  great  Princes  are^  and  how  they  nave  acquired 
their  right  of  Election,  which,  ^o'  now  long  fince  fettled  and 
incpntefted,  was  not  always  fo ;  the  Election  of  the  antient 
Emperors  differing  in  many  Refpe^  from  that  Form  of  Election 
which  has  prevailoi:  for  fome  Aces  paft,  and  which,  being  now 
made  a  Part  of  ^the  Germanick  Conftitution>  is  like  to  remua 
as  long  as  th^fball  endure. 
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The  Kings  of  Germafty  "wcrfi  alwayn  elt&Wfp  but  ociguuJIjr 
this  did  not  depend  upon  the  great  Oincers  of  State  intiidy»  but 
tlfo  on  other  Princes :  And  in  proceis  of  1  ime  the  Deputies  of  die 
Imperial  Towns  repaired  to  the  Diet  of  £lc6tion,  and  g^x 
a^leaft  their  Approbation  to  the  new  King  before  he  was  pro- 
daimed  >  but  however  the  ereat  OfEcers,  by  their  being  always 
about  the  Coiut,  had  great  Adyantages  of  being  earlier  prefent 
at  fuch  Diets,  and  fo  came  to  have  a  coxifidcrahle  Influeoce  over 
the  Members. 

.  In  the  troubkfome  Times,  when  Henry  of  Tbtpi^^^ 
tFilliam  Earl  of  Holland,  Richard  Earl  of  Cornwall^  and  j//- 
phanfo  King  of  Ca/iiU^  were  chofen,  the  Princes  and  great 
Towns  had  fcarce  an  c3pportunity  of  attending;  and  this  gave 
fuch  a  Countenance  to  that  Right,  the  great  Officers  of  the 
Hou(hold  had  afTumcd  of  ele&ing,  without  confuldng  any 
other  Members  of  the  Empire,  that  Gregory  X*  either  con- 
ceived they  had  fuch  a  Right,  or  was  willing  to  £ivour  their 
acquiring  itj  which  induced  him  to  dirc£l  a  Bull  to  tho(e 
great  O^cers^  in  which  he  esdiorted  them  to  elpd  an  Emperor, 
and  thereby  put  an  end  to  the  Troubles  in  Germany ;  fmcc 
which  they  have  been  confidered  as  the  folc  JLloEtar^ 

TofccufethcPoflcffionof  ths^tPignitv,  they,  iMhe  Rei^ 
of  Lewi^  of  Bavaria^  entered  into  a  League  amongft  them* 
fclvc$,  which  was  called  the  EU^oral  Unim^  and  which  was 
coni(nnc4  by  the  Emperor,  and  ratified  afterwards  by  the  fa- 
mous Cpnfiitution  of  Charles  IV.  fo  well  knpwn  to  the  World 
hf  the  TiXit  oi  ihc  Golden  BuU  i  by  which  alfo  it  was  pro- 
videdy  that  the  Territories,  with  thie  great  Offices  annexed  to 
th(mf  %x^  by  the  Poflcffion  of  which  die  Elofloial  Pi^nity 
was  oblained>  fliould  defcend  according  to  the  Right  of  prin^or 
geniture,  and  be  abfoli^tely  indivifible,  that  the  Kight  of  each 
|3e£ior  mig|>t  be  ^  bettor  known^  ax:d  more  ^[c&fally 
fix:ured. 

By  this  Conftitutjon  the  Number  and  Tides  oftheiHedors^ 
ajid  thp  Manner  of  Eledion,  w^xt  fully  f<ptded  in  the  follow* 
ing  manner :  l^he  Archbiihop  of  Mptfhh  ^  Qre^  Chjio^or 
of  the  Gtrnmn  Empire  y  the  Elcdor  of  Cokgn^  as  Great  Cban- 
ccDor  of  the  Empire  in  Italy ;  th^  ^ledor  of  Triers^  ^s  Grea| 
ChsyipeUor  of  the  Empire  in  Gaul  4nd  Jrles  \  fhc  King  of  Ap^ 
keffua^  in  Quality  of  CuD>bcarer  ;  fbe  Count  Palatine^  aa  hirii 
Stewwli  fbe  Duke  of  Saxojfy^  as  Grancj  Marshal;  and  the 
Margrave  of  Branfleniurgh  ^  Gran4  Ch^mbefJ^jn,  ^ei^  the 
Seven  Electors. 

The  Duke  of  B^rvaria^  tho'  in  every  RefpeA  as  powcrfiil  ^ 
Frin^  as  any  of  thcfc,  was  not  thought  of  upon  this  Occafion, 
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2$  having  none  of  the  gn^it  Offipes ;  but  he  bemg  of  the  fiun^ 
Uoufe  with  the  Counti  Pfilfitiru,  demanded  to  ihaf  e  the  Qua' 
lity  of  Eledtor  with  them  ;  and  on  this  it  was  a&ually  fettled 
by  Tjneaty,  that  the  Chiefs  of  the  two  Houfes  (hould  exercife 
t}iat  Right  alternately ;  but  of  this  there  is  no  mention  made 
in  the  Gald^n  Bull.  When  the  Emperor  thou^t  fit  to  de» 
prive  the  EleQor  Palaiim^  FreJtrU  V.  of  that  Dignity  as  wdl 
^  of  his  Territoriesi  the  Dufce  of  Bavaria  came  into  Poilef- 
ihsm  of  it,  and  kept  it,  even  by  thp  Peace  of  Ofnahurrh  \  by 
which  an  Eighth  EicyStorat^  w^s  ere£led  in  Favour  of  the  Eleflor 
Palatini  \  and  that  he  mi^  not  be  without  an  Office^  the 
Pienity  of  Arch-1  reafurer  was  conferred  upon  him* 

£i  1692,  the  Emperor  Leopdd  ereSed  t  Ninth  Eledorate, 
in  favour  of  Erru/t-JugHftui  Duke  of  Lumnburgh^  Grandfather 
to  his  prefent  Briiannick  Majefty,  which  occafioned  veiy  hirii 
Difputes ;  but  at  laft  all  things  were  amicably  fettled.  On  &m 
putting  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria  under  the  Ban  of  the  Empire, 
in  tlje  laft  general  War,  the  Poft  of  Arch-7^rea(urer  was  given 
to  the  new  Elector ;  the  Eledor  Palatine  getting  Po^eifion 
again  of  his  antient  Tid^  of  High  Steward,  which  die  Elector 
of  Bavaria  had  kept.  Bvi  upon  the  Peace  of  Badm^  the 
Ele^qr  pf  Bavaria  c^ipie  tgiiin  into  Poflcffion  of  die  Ek&oral 
Pignity,  and  that  of  High  Steward ;  and  the  Poft  of  Hi^ 
TreaAuvr  is  ever  Iliice  cbuofid  by  both  tbe  Ekftors  Palahaa 
and  of  Brunjiuici. 

As  for  the  Eledioo  of  a  new  Emperor,  it  is  fo  effiadbally  fie» 
tied,  that  there  cannot  now  be  any  Difputes  about  it.  Tbm 
flefior  of  MmiP9  in  QusUfey  of  Great  Chancellor  of  the  Em« 
pire»  is  to  fummon  tbe  rt&  of  the  Eledors  upon  the  Demife  of 
an  Emperor,  within  the  Space  of  one  Mondi  after  he. receives 
Notice  of  it ;  and  (he  Day  fad  for  ElefUon  i^  to  be  within 
the  Compafi  of  three  Mondis  from  that  of  his  Sunuiaons.  The 
Ele£)x¥i  fire  not  bound  to  attend  in  Pcrfon,  but  may  fend  their 
Embaflador9,  as  they  gener^y  do ;  and  they  commonly  nama 
three  of  theft ;  but  if  they  ne^cd  to  oome  in.  Perfon,  or  to 
fend  an  EmbafladoTf  th^  lot  their  right  <^  Ele&ion  for  diat 
Time.  The  Place  of  Elo^on  is  Frhnkfort  upon  the  Maim  i 
but  that  n  not  a  Thing  indifpenfible,  vet  fo  that  the  Right  of 
the  City  of  Frankfrrt  muft  be  always  (aved,  in  cafe  the  EleAion 
is  at  %fif  Time  nnade  dfewhere. 

As  fooa  as  die  Diet  of  Qe£lipn  is  met,  th^  l>CBUi  to  fettle  die 
Capitulation,  to  which  the  Ennpcror,  when  efemd,  is  to  fwcar, 
7  hi«  is  don^  by  the  College  of  Ele£lors,  but  the  Colk^  of 
Prinosv  ^in»  $  Ri^  of  approving  it ;  which  however  is  a  point 
ip  Wput^  r  Whon  the  Capitulation  ia  fi»'d»  die  £k6tor  qi. 
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Meniz  appoints  thepay  for  the  afihial  -£Ic2fti<Mi,  upon  whidk 
rbc  CStcs  of  the  City  are  ihut,,  and  the  Keys^elivered  to  tLat' 
Efc6h)f.  "^  '  .  ' 

^  The  EicRorSy  or  dieir  Embafiadoss,  repair  in  ereat  Pomp- to 
Churchy  and  when  the  Maft  is -over,  at  which  3ie  Proteftantt 
are  not  obKged  to  be  prefent,  they  take  a  very  folemn  Oadi  to 
chyie without,  caballine,  or  a^Mivw  to  private  Inftrt^^  the  Porfon 
that  appears  to  them  die  moft  fit  for  the  Imperid  Dignity :  'Tlus- 
<k>ne,  they  retire  to  the  Sacriftry,  ^wiiere  the  Elcfior  •«  Miuix 
sides  if.thef^.  be  any  Impediinent  known  why  thw  Ihoiikl  not 
thenprocoed  to  an £ledion \  and  nqzt he  exadb a Pronufey'' that 
tHe  mfon  0)all  Jbe  owned  and  admitted  for  Etrtpemr  who  HuSk 
be  chdfifn  by  the  Majority  4  and  the  Declarations  of  the  Eiec* 
toral  Ansbauadors  uipm  thefe  two  Heads  are  recorded  by  two 
Notaries  of  the  Empire !  After  which  all  the  Witnema  are 
eommahded  to  witlidraw. 

After  this,  the  Ele&or  of  A&iviz  odlefh  the  Suflfrages,  which- 
are  ^ven  vi%Hi  v$ciy  and  laft  of  all  he  gives  his  own^  It  b 
necefiarv  that  the  Perfen  chofen  0iould  have  a  Majority  of  the 
whole  Body,  and  not  a  bare  Majority  of  Votes ;  for  fuppofing 
there  were  three  Candidates,  andofiehad  four,  another  three^i 
and  another  two  Voices,  this  would  be  no  Ele£lion ;  but  any 
of  the  ElcSotfs  who  has  Suffrages  for  Jum,  mav  add  his  own  to 
make  up  the  Majorit}%  When  this  is  over,  tne  WitnefKs  that 
were  prefcnt  at  the  ficginning  of  the  Tranfadion,  are  again 
called  m,  and  the  Ele£i;pr  of  Mentz  declares  to  them  the  Perfon 
whom  the  EIe£lors  have  chofen* 

The  new  Emperor  however  is  not  proclaimed,  till  htmfel^ ' 
if  prcfent,  or  his  Embailador,  if  abfcnt,  has  fwom  in  his  Name 
to  the  Capitulation ;  and  then  the  Election  is  looked  upon  a^ 
intirely  compleat.  There  have  been  feveral  Attempt)  made  to 
fettle  a  perpetual  Capitulation;  and;  the  doing  this  is  looked 
upon  as  a  Point  of  great  Confoquencc  to  the  Empire ;  but  the 
Debates  it  has  hitherto  occafiooed  in  the  Diet  of  the  Empire,  - 
has  hindered  it  from  being  brought  to  a  Concluflon. 

The  Emperors  were  formerly  ftilcd  only  Kings  of  Germany^ 
from  the  Time  of  their  Election  to  the  Time  of  their  Corona- 
tion at  Roffu ;  and  this  fervcs  to  explain  a  Paflage  before  made 
ufe  of  in  refped  to  the  Emperor  Utboj  and  his  annexing  the  . 
Imperial  I'i  Je  to  the  Crown  of  Girmany  \  agreeable  to  which 
the  GoUen  Bull  declares.  That  the  Electors  ought  to  chufe  a  • 
King  of  the  Romans  for  their  future  Emperor.  In  reipedl  to 
this,  the  Res^er  will  obferve,  tha)t  theOffice'was  conferred  by  the 
Kle6lion)  and  only  the  Title. iiy  the  Coronation:. Sometimes 
the  Popes'  Encouraged,  and  \vere  very  fond  of  this,  at  other 
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'nmes  they  wsr^  ixntafy  sit  the  Emperoi^s  Prefence :  At  laft  the 
Inoonveni^cies  grew  to  great  on  both  Sides,  that  the  Emperor. 
Maximilian  I.  declined  going  to  Ronu ;  and  the  Pope  was  fo 
firrfrom  taking  this  ill»  vaaX  he  granted  hiAt  a  Biill,  which  en- 
vied him  to  take  the  Title  of  Emperor  on  his  being  crowned 
in  Girmany. 

'It  lemained  long  an  Article  in  ^  Capitulation,  that  the  Em* 
peror  fhould  endeavour  to  be  crowned  in  that  City ;  but  at  the 
^edton  of  the  Emperor  Leopold^  this  was  left  out  as  a  Thing 
needlefs,  as  being  cancell'd  by  Difufe.  His  Coronation  in  G/r* 
/rifQ^.  howeya*  is  ftill  requtrira  by  the  Capitidation,  and'  it  gene«> 
nJDy  follows  die  £le£tion  as  foon  -as^  may  be,'  jtliat  die  EleAors^ 
who  arc  obliged  to  be  prcfent  at  if,. to  peifonn  dieir  arch,  or 

?cat  Offices,  may  not  be  obliged  to  give  a  double  i^ttendance.^ 
he  Place  appointed  by  the  GMen  Bull  is  the  City  ctf  'Aix  U 
Chapclle^  in  regard  to  the  Refidence  of  Charlemagm ;  but  not- 
withflanding  this,  he  may  be  crowned  in  any  other  City,  lav-, 
irig  the  Right  of  jfix  la  Chapelle. 

By  the  Golden  Bully  the  Coronation  of  the  Emperor  belongs 
to  the  ArchbiOiop  and  Eledor  of  Colopi'\  but  tnat  is  upon  a 
8uppofition '  that  the  Emperor  is  crowned  at  Mxy  which  is 
within  his  Diocefe ;  and  therefore  when  he  is  crowned  die- 
where,  the  Ceremony  is  performed  by  the  Elector  of  Atentz^  if 
the  Place,  which  happens  to  be  made  choice  of  for  that  pom-. 
pous  Solemnity,  is  fituated  within  the  Diocefe  of  Mmtzi 
and  in  the  Cities  diat  are  in  neither  of  dieir  Diocefes,  he 
and  the  EIe£lor  of  dlogn  enjoy  this  Honour  by  turns. 
When  the  Emperor  is  feated  on  die  TTirone,  the  £ie0or  of 
Saxony  puts  into  his  Hand  the  Sword  of  Charles  the  Great y  with 
which  he  makes  fome  Knights  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  of 
his  own  Modve,  and  is  obliged  alfo  to  make  others  who  are 
nominated  by  the  refpc£Kve  EldElors. 

When  he  comes  to  dine  in  the  great  Hall,  he  has  the  Table 
to  himfelf,  which  is  raifed  two  Steps  higher  than  thofe  of  tlie 
Eledors,  and  is  (erved  by  Counts  '<>f  die  Empire ;  whereas  the 
£le£tors,  who  have  each  of  them  his  Table,  arc  ferved  only 
by  the  Gendemen  of  dieir  rcipefitve  Courts.  Such  of  them  as 
affift  at  this  Ceremony  in  Pcrfon,  fit  and  eat  at  dieir  own  Ta- 
bles ;  but  thofe  who  are  reprefented  by  their  Embafladors,  have 
only  Tables  covered  for  them  with  empty  Plates,  at  which  the 
Embaflador  does  not  fit  down.  Tlit  Coronation  of  the  Em- 
peror is  not  only  a  great  Ceremony,  but  a  very  fienificant  one 
alfo;  for  it  keeps  up  all  the  great  Offices,  and  krves  to  raife 
the  Authority  and  Dignity  of  the  Emperor,  by  (hewing  him  ia 


fuch  high  J^AiY  to  41  who  ^r^ipr^nt  upon  the  Qccaficm,  se 
his  Entrance  upon  his  Government. 

We  .are  now  to  fpcak  of  the  King  of  the  Rnnans^  wi)ich  is  a 
Title  that  has  had  cko  very  different  fignifications»  as  relating 
to  two  <!^flFerenf  Peiioiis, '  Froni  fhe  Time  of  his  Eledibn  tci 
Aat  of  his  Coronation,  the  Pcrfon  veftcd  with  the  Imperial 
Dignity  is  ftilej  King  of  (be  jRcmsns  -,  and  the  pafuinpCfve 
Succcflor,'  efe^kad  in  tho  LifetiQic  of  the  Emp^oTt   is  alfo 
ftiled  King  of  the  Rofnans\  but  (nee  the  Enuperors  aife  no 
longer  croM^n^d  at-  Rwie^   this  Diftindion   is  Ioft|  and  we 
mean  now  by  the  Ktng  of  the  Romans^  only  the  laft  men- 
tioned Perfon:  And  Ae  only  Reiilbn  I  mention  tbp  Piftixsc- 
tion  here,  is  to  ielt  the -Reader  fee,  that  the  King:  of  the  Ramam^ 
mentioned  in  the  Golden  BuUy  is  not  the  lafl^  l>ut  the  firft  of « 
thefe  Perfons :  Fo^  a$  to  |i  Supceflbr,  and  his  Eleflion  d^uring 
the  Life  of  tb?  PpSenpr^' theire  is,  no  Dirodtion  at  all  given  in 
that  BuU,  but  it  4ame-«Q  afterwards  by  an  Agreement  between 
the  Emperor  and  the  Elc6lors,  for  the  common  Benefit  of  the 
Emjnro.    '  '         ' '         '\ 

At  prdent  the  Ktng  of  t3^  Rom^s  is  chofen,  geneniOy'  (pea);* 
ing,  at  the  Reqiidl  and  ibr  ^e  Eale  of  the  iieignixig  iunpcror, 
with  all  the  Cer^nioni^  that  the  Golibn  Bull  requixvs  for  th« 
^cdipn  of  an  Eihperoi:  \  and  yet  this  ElcdHon  gives  rather  a 
Tide  than  an  Office ;  for  the  King  of  the  'Romans^  by  an  ex- 
prefi  Article  in  his  Cajpitiihtiont  promifcs  hot  to  intcnneddk 
with  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire  durins  the  Life  of  the  ^noperor  % 
but  upen  his  Pemiie,  he  beconies  Emperor  upon  hi^  Corona* 
don,  without  any  iecond  Election.  It  is  true,  that  in  the 
Capitulaticm  fworn  to  by  the  Emperor  Matthias^  there  was  an 
Article  infcrtedy  that  if  the  Emperor^  being  duly  rcquefted  by 
'the  Ekf^ors  to  yield  to  the  Choice  of  a  K^ng  of  the  Rfimans^ 
fliould  refufe,  without  rendering  a  folij  Rcafon,  thc^  ihould  be 
at  Liberty  to  deft  a  King  of  the  Rsmans  without  his  Conient : 
But  fmce  that  Time  this  Article  has  been  pmitted  j  probably, 
bocaufe  it  was  ambjguoUs,  and  could  be  of  litde  ufe,  imce  there 
was  no  Judge  to  determine  whether  any  Reafon  the  Emperor . 
thought  fit  to  aflign,  was  a  folid  Rcafon  or  not. 

When  therefore  there  is  no  King  of  the  Rotnans^  and  bv  the 
Demife  of  the  Emperor  the  TJux>ae  becomes  vacant,  the  Geldin 
Bull  has  provided  for  tlie  Adminiftration  of  the  Government, 
by  the  Eleftors  Palatine  and  of  Saxony^  v/ho  have  the  Title  of 
yicars  of  the  Empire;  and  this  they  fccm  to  have  in  Right  of 
their  refpcftive  Offices,  the  one  of  Count  Palatine,  the  other 
of  Ardi-MarihftI  wf  the  Empire  i  but  when  it  is  £tid,  that  tliefe 
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Eiovifions  are  made  t^  the  GiUiH  Bulk'^  it  does  not  follow  diat 
they  did  not  exill  before,  but  oiily  tbat  libey  were  aicextsun'd  mii 
coimroned  by  it. 

The  Difputcs  between  the  Eleflorg  of  Bavaria  and  Palatjnt 
have  interfered  very  niuch  in  this,  both  rajming  to  be  Vican^ 
and  both  in  their  I'ums  having  enjoyed  it  \  but  at  prefent,  l^ 
Difference  is  adjuftcd  by  an  Agreement  between  the  two  Far 
milies,  fo  that  the  Empire  fuffcred  no  Prcjudiqs  from  it  in  tbtt 
two  iaft  Vacancies.  Each  of  thcfe  Vicars  haft  hi»  Dif^rid,  and 
they  have  likewife  an  Aulic  Council,  which  is  called  the  1  Vi- 
bunal  of  the  Vicariate  \  and  it  is  eftahlifbed  by  thc^  Golden  Bull^ 
that  the  A£b  of  the  Vicars  of  the  Empire,  during  the  Va* 
cancy,  (hall  be  valid  and  binding  \  but  to  prevent  Difputes, 
^d  for  the  greater  Security,  Care  ^  tai^en  to  infert  au  Article 
in  the  new  Emperor's  Capitulation,  bv  which  he  promiies 
to  ratify  and  confirm  in  the  fiilleft  Manner  ppfBble,  what* 
ever  the  Vicars  of  the  Empire  have  done  during  the  Time  of 
;he  Vacancy. 

We  fometimes  rneet,  in  the  dmum  Hiftory,  with  Vicars 
of  the  Emperor  as  well  as  Vicars  of  th^  Empirie ;  and  indeed 
thcfc  Offices  difller  widely :  For,  bv  Virtue  of  Jus  Jmperial  Dig* 
nity,  the  Emperpr  ma^,  if  he  pleaie^,  delegate  hi^  Power  |# 
any  Prinice  of  the  Empire,  when  it  ip  happens  tluut  h^  is  not 
in  a  Condition  to  gyccute  it  himfclf.  But  dien  this  Vicar  is  yerjf 
£ur  from  bavins  the  Powers  of  a  Vicar  of  th^  Empire^  for^  in 
the  firft  place*  he  is  accountable  to  the  Emperor,  who  may  re- 
voke or  annul  whatever  he  has  done  by  Virtueoif  that  d^egattd 
?bwer }  and  befides  this,  his  Office  depends  intirely  upon  die 
kafure  of  the  Emperor^  who  may  determine  it  whenever  \m 
pleafes. 

There  is  alio  a  Vicariate  of  the  Empire  in  Italy^  which-  has 
been  generally  executed  by  the  Dukes  of  Savoy  \  byt  as  this  is 
^  Matter  of  fome  Pcrplexhy,  does  not  immediately  .relate  to  our 
prefent  Subjed,  and  may  be  confiderod  hereafter  in  another 
{dace,  there  is  no  Occafion  for  dwelUng  on  it  here  ^  only  it  may 
hot  be  amifs  to  remarkf  that  from  the  latefl  Pra^^ice,  in  cafe  c( 
the  Vacancy  of  the  Empire,  it  feems  that  U)c  Affairs  of  Itafy 
fall  under  the  Dirediion  of  die  Vicars  of  the  Empire  appointed 
by  the  Golden  Butt\  and  as  to  any  Power  granted  to  the  Duke 
pf  Savoy^  or  any  other  Prince,  by  a  reigning  Empvror,  that  c^ui 
only  make  him  die  Emperor's  Vicar  in  Itflly^  and  does  not  vfil 
liim  with  the  Qiiality  of  Vicar  of  the  Empire ;  which  Offices^  as 
file  llcadcr  will  now  clearly  perceive,  are  vfiy  diftin^  and  di^ 
fcrent  Things. 
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it  irill  alfo  mppeir,  from  what  has  been  laid,  thu  tmlels  ah 
Emperor  is  defirous  of  having  a  SuccefTor  appointed  in  his  Life- 
time^  there  can  be  no  foljd  Reafon  affiened  for  the  Eledoxs 
^ving  him  an  Aflbciate  under  the  Title  of  King  of  the  Ranunu ; 
knee  the  Emperor,  if  he  pleafes,  may  devolve  any  Part  of  hb 
AuAority,  for  his  own  Esrfe  and  the  Good  of  the  Empire,  upon 
any  Prince  he  thinks  proper,  with  the  Chara£ler  of  his  Vicar  ^ 
and  with  this  additional  Advantage,  that  he  nuy  i>e  caUed  Xb 
account  for  his  Adminiftraddn  4n  diat  Quali^,  which  in  tht 
other  Cafe  might  not  be  ib  ealyv 

This  Di{!in£Uan  between  the  Emperor  and  the  Empire  & 
ncceflary  alfo  in  many  other  Cafes ;  and  that  we  oiav  know  how 
to  make  it,  where  and  whenever  it  becomes  iteccflary,  we  will 
cndeavoeir  to  explain!  the  Relation  there  is -between:  the  Menv* 
bers  of  the  Empire  and  its  Head;  or,  in'tMher  Words,  the 
Emperor  and  the  Princes  and^other  Powers  of  the  Empire.  This 
the  venr  bcft  Authors  on  the  Pmblick  or  Cwftitutiomil  Jutw^  lis  it 
is  ftilccf  in  Germam^  own  to  be  a  very  difficult  thing,'  and  it  ap-^ 
pears  the  more  fo  Irom  their  differing  about  it.      ' 

But  if  we  confider  that  the  Empire  was  firft  hereditary,  and 
that  the  Territories  held  by  Lords  of  all  Ranks  and  Denomiha* 
tions  were  Fiefi^  granted  to  thofe  Lords  by  lifOi/Htun  \  and  if 
we  finther  reflect,  diat  when  the  Race  of  Charlihapu  ceafed  td 
go^Tm  Germmtyj  the  Princes  and  Lords  of  their  own  Motivp 
preferved  the  ancient  Conftitution,  and  ridTolyed,  bv  gjiving 
themfclves  a  Head,  to  continue  the  Empire,  we  (haU  under- 
ftand  this  Matter  dearly.  I'heir  Soverei^ty  appears  in  this 
Refolution :  If  thev  luui  been  under  any  Mafter,  they  could 
not  have  taken  it ;  out  being  under  none,  they  aflbciated  them* 
ftlves  in  a  certain  Manner,  and  on  certain  Conditions ;  the 
Perfoiteance  of  which  includes  all  that  is  properly  caHed  Du^ 
to  the  Empire. 

But  as  this  Conftitution  implies  fome  Center  of  Dignity, 
fome  Head  or  Chief,  by  which  the  Majefty  of  the  Empire  may 
be  rendered  viftble,  and  its  Laws  br  put  in  Execution,  they 
agreed  to  chufe  an  Emperor  for  this  Piupcfe.  In  confequence 
of  this  Choice,  they  are  to  receive  from  him,  or  before  his 
'I'hrone,  the  Inveftiture  of  tJicir  Dominions ;  that  is  to  fay, 
EleAors  and  Princes  are  to  do  this  ;  for  as  to  Counts  and  free 
Cities,  they  obtain  their  Invefliturcrs  from  the  AuKc  Council ; 
but  this  marks  no  more  than  their  Submiflion  to  the  Empire ; 
fince  as  it  is  thetr  Duty  to  demand,  it  is  no  Icis  the  Emperor's 
to  beftow^  and  this  he  promifes  upon  Oath,  amongft  other 
Anidcs  in  his  Capitulatiolu 
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The  Members  of  the '  Empire  therefore,  are  dependant  upou 
it,  that  from  their  Union  they  -may.  derive  Proce^lion ;  and 
they  are  dependant  on  the  Emperor,  bccaufe  in  him  rdide»  the 
Majefty  of  the  Empire ;  in  all  other  Rcfpefts  they  .are  indepcn- 
dant  and  free.  Wc  mav  hence  .difccm,  .that  ev^y  thing 
done  againft  a  Prince  weanng  the  Imperial  Crown,'  is.  not  done 
i^inft  the  Emperor.  For  liich  a  Prince  may  have. other  Do- 
minions and  other  Titles,  and  vfbat  concern  him  in  rcfpocl  to 
them  docs  not  concern  him  as  Empisror;  and .  therefore  no- 
thing relating  to  Things  or  Peiibns  out  of  the  Kmpiir,  can 
l)e  confirued  to  the  Pr^udice  <>f  any  Prinoe:  or  Power  of  the 
Empire.  \  ..       . 

But  to  z&  againft  the  Emperor  in  quality  of  Head  or  Chief 
of  the  Empire,,  is  a  Crime-  aninft  the  Nature  of  that  Confede- 
racy, which  conftitutes  the  Empire,  and  renders  the  Member 
committing  it  liabie  to  Punilhment  for  it,  according  to  the  Laws 
of  the  Empire.  Yet  this  is  no  Infringement  on  the  Sovereignty 
of  fuch  a  Member,  becaufe  he  acquires  and  enjoys  it  under  the 
Covenant  of  being  true  and  loyal  to  the  Empire ;  and  if  he  con- 
tinues fo,  muft  be  fecure  of  its  Aififtance,  which  is  an  Equiva- 
lent for  die  Duty  expe£led  from  him. 

This  Account,  fimple  and  eafy  as  it  is,  of  the  Relation  be* 
tween  the  States  compoTing  tlie  facred  R$man  Empire,  fiiffi- 
ciently  esqilains  the  ReafoAablene&  and  Juftice  of  proceeding 
againft  any  Prince  or  State  of  the  Empire,  wanting  in  his  or  its 
Duty,  or  departing  from  their  Fidelity,  by  putting,  them  vmder 
the  Ban  of  the  Empire.  This  vc  firft  Sight  fcems  to  wound 
even  mortaUy  the  Notion  of  Sovereign  Authority  in  thafi: 
Princes ;  for  if  Sovereigns,  how  fhould  they  be  judged  ?  But 
when  more  ck^ly  examined,  this  Obje£Hon  will  not  appear  fo 
weighty.  The  &>vereigntv  of  thefe  PriiKes  fprings  from  that 
Union  which  conftitutes  tne  Empire,  and  therefore  this  Power 
is  neecflary  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Empire ;  fo  that  (he  Sub^ 
jeftlon  arifcs  from  the  Confent  of  thefe  Sovereigns,  and  (be 
Punifhment  is  fuitable  to  this  Notion  of  the  Thing ;  w%.  De- 
privation of  thofe  Territories  which  render  fuoh  Princes-Mem- 
bers of  the  Empire.    ■ 

It  is  very  true,  that  there  are  fome  old  Examples  ef  putting 
Perfons  to  Death  for  Treafon  againft  Emperors,  but  this  ex- 
tended no  £ifther  than  Counts  of  the  Empire.  It  i^  alfo-tru« 
that  Charles  V.not  only  deprived  the  Elcoor  of  JSa^tony^  and 
the  Landgrave  of  Hiffi  of  dieir  Dominions,  but  aUb  pafle4 
Sentence  of  Death  on  the  former,  though  he  forbore  to  put  it 
in  Execution.  But  this  was  done,  not  in  the  old  le^  Way,  bv 
an  Aflembly  of  the  adjacent  JSuites, .  but  hy  the  Aulic  Qouncil 
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by  the  Eiiiperor  MammiSiMj  and  vfzs  confidefed  as 
one  of  thofe  Stretches  of  Power  which  brought  on  the  iuccctd' 
ingCivil  Wars. 

The  Deprivation  of  the  EleAor  Pahtmt  on  the  Score  of 
the  War  in  BaJjemia^  had  fomethii^  mc^  of  Formality  in  k, 
but  ftili  was  far  enough  iix>m  being  legale  or  from  being 
confidered  as  foch  by  the  unbiafled  rowers  of  the  Empirs ; 
who.  therefore  took  the  firft  Opportunity  of  doing  the  Ddben- 
dasit  of  that  Prince  Juftice^  by  reftoring  him  to  his  Dignity  and 
Dominions. 

Since  that  Timc^  and  indeed  iA  our  own,  the  Elefiors  of 
Bavaria  and  Cologne  have  been  put  under  the  Ban  of  tim  Em- 
pire with  fiu-  greater  Reafbn,'  and  with  mnchr  more  Shew  of 
iuftice ;  and  vet  the  States  of  the  Empire  were  not  (atisficd, 
ut  provided  iy  an  txpreft  Artide  in  the  Capitulatiofr  of  die 
Emperor  Cbarus  VL  that  no  Member  of  this  Empire  fliouM 
be  put  under  the  Ben  without  being  heaid^  and  whikNiC  ibe 
Opinion  and  Con&nt  of  all  the  Ekdorsy  Princes,  wni  Statts 
of  the  Empire  firft  had  and  obtained,  bfe.  Thus  it  appeal 
clearly,  that  the  Ban  of  the  Empire  b  a  Pttniftunent  faimded 
in  the  Nature  of  the  Government,  derogates  Ittde  or  nothing 
from  the  Sovereignty  of  Princes,  who  do ive^tfaeir  Sovereign^r 
from  and  are  fupported  therein  by  that  ConfKtuttcni^  and  m 
now  (b  ttEoRuaHij  regulated  as  to  be  na  longer  Uafafe  to 
Abufis. 

The  Emperors  themfelvcs  are  not  above  Law,  or  free  firom 
the  Danger  of  feeling  its  Efieds,  if  they  digids  from'  thehr 
Duty.  The  Eledors  have  claimed,  and  even  executed  a  Ri^ 
of  aepofing  as  wdl  as  chufing  Emperors^  and  the  fittne  Thing 
has  been  done  other  Ways.  At  preient  we  fee  the  Capitoladona 
are  drawn  up  and  fwom  to,  m  oader  to  prevent  itich  a  nec»t>ui 
Method  of  ^roceedin^  from  whence,  how  wdl  founded  toever, 
vafl  Inconveniencies  muft  enfue  ^  but  if  in  Breach  of  his  Capi« 
tulation  a  German  EmpetDrfliouU  atumpt  to  fubveit  die  Con« 
ftitution,  there  is  not  the  leafb  Doubt  that  the  College  of  Elefion 
have  a  Right  to  remonflrateacainfl  his  Condu6l^  and  if  diat  has 
no  £fie£i  (in  Conjun£lion  with  the  Diet)  to  apply  proper  Re* 
m^ies  to  reftrain  him. 

But  after  infifting  (b  long  on  the  fuperior  or  (iipreme  Ju« 
riidi£Hon,  it  is  very  natural  to  defccnd  to  the  ordinary  Tri-' 
bunals  or  Courts  of^Jufticei.  According  to  the  oririnsu  Con*' 
ftitution  of  the  Empire,  there  was  die  gieafiefl  Care  iitiaftiAablo 
taken,  for  the  Diftriburion  and  Executioii  of  Juftice  by  di6 
Counts,  within  their  Jurifdi^iioiU)  and  by  Appeals  from  diem 
in  the  Emperor's  Courts,  befbft  the  CountPahtine.    When 
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he  Fovrcr  however  of  the  Empeross  came  to  decKne,  this  Difiri* 
»ution  of  Juftice,  which  depended  entirdy  thereupon,  came  to 
le  interrupted.  This  Mifchief  was  ibon  perceived,  but  not  fo 
9on  remedied;  various  Attempts  indeed  were  made,  but  adl 
»roved  partid,  moft  of  them  inefteSual* 

At  laft,  the  Inconveniencles  grew  fo  mainr  and  b  great, 
haft  the  States  foUicited  the  Help  of  feveral  Emperors,  (or 
onftituting  a  Court  which  might  anfwer  the  End  propofed,  of 
aving  Ja£ce  impartially  admtniftered  in  great,  as  well  as  in  fimll 
i^ufee.  F0rdinand  fli.  abfohitely  refiifed  his  Confeht,  but  in 
he  Reign  of  his  Son  MaxitniUan  I.  thi^  |reat  Point  was  fet- 
led,  and  fuch  a  G)urt  ere^ed  ilnder  die  Tule  of  ^kh.fmrial 
'Smmher^  at  fVorms^  in  1495,  removed  to  Sfir$  1533,  "isti  after 
he  Flinch  had  barbaroufly  ruiiMd  the  PaUtinate,  to  If^sizl^' 
n  1 696.    The  Members  of  this  great  Court  of  Juftice  were, 

Judge  of  the  Chamber,  fonr  Prefidents,  and  iifty  Aileflbrs ; 
lut  in  1719,  this  Number  was  lefiened  by  one  hal^  and  thefe 
re  to  be  part  Proteftants,  part  Papift& 

The  Rcafon  why  the  Emperors  were  averfe  to  the  fermiitg 
3  neccifary  a  Tribunal,  was,  becaufe  they  had  always  Hopes  of 
ecovefing  this  loft  Flower  of  dieir  Prerogative,  by  bringing 
U  Caufcs  in  the  laft  Refort  before  %  1  ribumd  of  their  own  ap- 
loiMing,  whereas  the  £mperor  Mbmts  only  the  Judge  and  P^- 
idonts  ofthe  Imperial-Chamber^  What  former  Emperoi^  had 
ndeavoured  in  vain  by  Authority,  Maximilian  obsained  by  ¥0- 
icy.  He  forelaw  that  diehrgcExpenceof  thefanpcrialCham- 
vr,  which  fell  entirdy  on  the  States  of  the  Empire^  would 
oake  them  unattentive  to  their  new  I'ribunal }  and  fo  it  UI& 
lUt  They  knew  the  Importance  of  it,  they  ftrugg^ed  to  ob^ 
lin  it,  but  they  nc^cEtod  its  Support. 

The  wife  Emperor,  to  provide  for  the  AdnuAiftradon  of 
iiflico,  at  fuch  TiiMS  as  thefe  Accidents  kept  the  Imperial 
3iamber  clofc,  revived  his  jfulsc  dtmai;  and  to  (hew  his 
iifodcration,  defircd  Ae  Statts  to  add  to  the  Number  of  Afief» 
>»-eigiit,  though  the  Emperor  allows  Salaries  eo  them  all.  iB^ 
lu»  Means  he  dNW  aU  the  Caufes  before  hia  own  Tribunal, 
y  keeping  it  ever  open,  and  the  Seats  weU  filled  j  and  by 
dsing  Care  to  fee  th)s  Sent^oces  pionounced,  duly  and  ^>eedily 
xacuted^ 

The  Princes  and  Sutes  of  thd  Empire  quickfy  faw  tfaeir  £r- 
or,  and  that  the  Emper^tr  had  uttde  ufe  of  dieir  Ncq^gence  to 
rcure  what,  if  d^  had  not  left  their  Oppostunii^y  Auft  hatve 
tways  depc^Hled  upon  them.  ^  They  did  nos  fail  to»  ruaenftfatii 
nd  expoilulate  on  thb  Subject,  and  to  reprefent  it  asaitlric 
vigepent  on  the  Girwmnidt  Conftitution,  by  wUch  the  Jmp£- 
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rtdlOMiBer.  6udit  natohly  to  be  the  (iqpreme^  but  the  ibfa 
TribiinsJ  of  that  jBIind. 

To  this»  however,  the  Emperor  returned  very  pbufible  An« 
fwers.  He  obierved,  that  in  ere^ng  the  Imperial  Chamber 
he  had  complied  with  the  Defires  of  the  States  $  and  by  efta- 
blifhing  the  jftdic  Council^  he  had  provided  for  the  conftant  Ad- 
miniftration  of  Juftice ;  he  infifted  that  he  had  performed  his 
Duty  in  both  Refpedb,  diat  he  was  not  at  all  accountable  for 
the  Want  of  Judgp  in  one  Courts  and  that  he  deier\'ed 
Thanks  for  the  Bains  he  took  to  fupply  the  Deficiency  of  one 
Tribunal  by  the  other. 

After  all  thefe  Difputes  therefore^  thefe  two  fupreme  Courts 
fiibfift»  and  that  too  in  lome  Meafure  with  equal  Authority; 
for  which  firft  poflefles  a  Caufe,  thereby  retains  it;  but  fome 
Points,  fuch  as^  die  reicrved  Ri^ts  of  the  Emperor^  belong  to 
the  Aullc  duHcilj  but  both  receive  Appeals,  from  inferior  Ju- 
rifdidHons,  and  decide  dubious  Titles.  The  Sentences  in  both 
Courts  are  fubjed  to  a  Revifton,  and  in  cafe  of  Injuftice  there 
may  be  a  Complaint  made  to  the  Diet. 

In  this  Circumftance  alone,  thefe  Tribunals  difier,  viz.  that 
the  Imperial  Chamber  fiibfifis  during  a  Vacancy  of  the  Throne, 
when  juftice  is  done  in  the  Name  of  the  Vican  of  the  Em- 
pire ;  but  the  Jtdic  Council  is  immediately  diflblved  by  the  Death 
of  the  Emperor,  and  a  new  one  cannot  be  named  till  an  Em- 
peror is  eledbd. 

But  before  we  part  with  this  Subief^  it  may  not  be  amifi  to 
fay  fomewhat  more  particularly  of  this  AuUc  Qnmcil^  which 
confifts  of  a  Prefident,  a  Vice-Prefident,  and  feventeen  Aflef- 
fors,  of  whom  Ax  are  Proteftants ;  the  Vice-<ChancelIor  or  the 
Empire  hath  alfo  a  Right  to  a  Seat  therein,  and  all  the  Decrees 
ifiuing  from  hence,  pals  tfarou^  his  Hands,  and  are  direfied  by 
him  to  thofe  who  are  to  put  them  in  Execution.  It  is  by  thie 
great  Weight  and  extenfive  Influence  of  this  Court,  that  the 
Emperors  are  enabled  to  make  their  Authority  more  fUt  than 
one  would  imagine  was  poffible,  confidering  the  Conftitution  of 
the  Germanick  Body,  and  the  Stipulations  about  this  Matter  in 
the  Treaty  of  Ofnahurgh. 

The  Papifts  and  Proteftants  both  complain  of  the  too  great 
Authority  of  this  Tribunal,  and  the  latter,  with  too  much 
Reafon,  of  its  Partiality;  but  hitherto  they  have  not  been 
able  to  agree  upon  the  M^ns  of  repreffing  or  reftraining  it 
within  Bounds,  and  thereby  reftoring  to  the  true  Court  of 
the  Empire,  vi%.  the  Impertal  Chamher^  its  original  and  legal 
Jurlfdimon. 

.       <  But 
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fi^  If  the  Princ^  and  States  have  an  Intereft  one  Way, 
jtbe  jE^iperor  hf^  no  }e&  viiiblv  fin  Intereft  the  others  for 
VirtMe  pf  App^s  froin  the  Triounals  of  other  Princes,  ho  fin< 
Meainf  to  (draw  out  of  at  a  kind  of  coercive  Authority.    We 

?'e  however  to  oMerve,  that  the  £ie£br9,  and  even  fome  other 
rinccs  of  the  Empire,  fuch  as  the  Archdukes  of  Aujlria  and  * 
thfs  Dukes  of  Saxony^  are  exempted  from  this  Dependance ; 
that  is  to  (ay,  their  SubjccSb  haye  no  Right  at  all  to  thofe  Ap«» 
peals ;  £cclefiaftical  Caufes  in  like  Manner  are  exempted,  anjl 
lb  are  Criminal  Caufes,  becaufe  of  the  many  InconveniengLos 
that  muft  necsflariiy  attend  Appeals  in  both. 

By.  this  Coyrt,  and  th^  Exqrcife  of  his  referved  Rights,  the 
Emperor's  Power  appepi^s,  aod  by  an  artful  U(e  of  them  Ije 
araSls  himfeif  of  his  Dignity,  notwithftanding  all  the  Re- 
firi&ipns  by  which  it  is  bountjed.  By  referved  Rights,  are 
xnea/)t  the  prerogatives  annexqd  to  the  Imperial  Dignity,  anid 
are  chiefly  thefe,  vt%.  Granting  to  all  the  Prince^  the  Invefti- 
tsist,  of  their  Dominions,  which  has  been  explained ;  conier- 
jing  Titles,  fuch  as  Princes  and  Counts  of  tlus  Empire,  mak- 
ing Cities,  founding  Uniyc^ties,  granting  Fairs,  and  other 
fuch  like  Advantages  ;  in  givi,ng  Difpeniations  with  refpc£l  to 
Age,  that  Princes  may  the  £^oper  come  to  govern  their  own 
Dominions  without  allowing  t^ious  Minorities,  which  are 
always  deftrudive ;  in  deci$r)g  Difputes  about  Rank  and 
Precedency,  and  granting  for  one  Time  only  a  vacant  Seat  in 
every  Chapter  of  the  Empine,  whidi  is  ftiled  the  Rig^  pf 
Prima  Prices^  which  is  equivalent  to  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Primacy  called  an  OpU9n, 

In  none  of  thefe  Points  he  b  absolutely  at  Libertv ;  for  as  to 
Fiefe,  he  is  bound  to  beftow  Inveftitures  as  the  Laws  dired  ; 
as  to  Ti^,  he  promifes  to  beftow  them  only  on  wordiy 
Perfons,  and  who  have  Eftates  fufficient  to  fupport  them  ; 
and  when  beftowed,  they  only  give  Name  and  Refped*  To 
acquire  Power  and  Privil^es,  thefe  PV.ices  and  Counts  muft 
have  the  Confent  of  their  refpe£live  Bodies,  in  order  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  lit  and  vote ;  yet  fome  Titles  are  of  great  Confe- 
Juence,  as  for  Inftance,  ennobling  Ladies  that  are  inferior  hy 
tirtb  to  Princes,  who  incline  to  efpoufe  them,  and  thereby  legi- 
tiinaring  their  Defcendants ;  who  otherwife,  on  account  of  mat 
Inequality  of  Birth,  are  confidered  as  incapable  of  SucceiSon. 
In  Cafes  of  Minority,  no  Wrong  muft  he,  done  the  natural 
Guardian  of  the  Prince,  and  in  all  the  other  Cafes  many 
Cautions  are  to  be  ufedj  notwithftanding  all  which,  thefe 
Innperial  Prerogatives  are  attended  with  many,  and  d2ofe  too 
very  confiderable  Advantages. 
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After  reviewing  the  feparatc  Powers  of  die  Emperor  ifll 
Princes  of  the  Empire,  we  are  next  to  regard  them  as  aflbg 
conjun£tiy  in  the  Diets,  or  AfTemblies  of  the  States  of  the 
Empire,  where  the  Germanick  Body  appears  in  its  fiill  LufiiCf 
and  in  which  the  Legiflativc  Power  of  the  Empire  rdides.  It 
would  be  needlefs  to  detain  the  Reader  with  an  Account  of 
the  Difference  between  the  ancient  and  modem  Diets,  as  Ae 
Diet  is  now  become  neceflary  and  perpetual,  this  that  now 
fubfifts  having  fat  fmce  1653 1  neither  is  it  recjuifite  to  dwdl 
on  the  Maimer  of  convoking  and  opening  this  AflemUjr,  as 
thefe  are  not  at  all  like  to  occur  in  our  I>iys  r  and  therdbft 
let  us  content  ourfelves  with  obferving,  that  every  State  and 
Prince,  every  Prelate,  Count,  and  free  City  of  the  Empire^ 
has  a  Right  to  a  Seat  in  this  Diet,  which  the  Princes  claim 
before  Inveftiture,  the  Prelates  before  they  receive  their  Bulls, 
and  the  Guardians  of  young  Princes  during  the  Minority  of 
their  Wards* 

The  Emperor,  when  prcfent  at  the  Place  where  the  Diet 
is  hekl  '(ufually  at  Ratijbon^  but  may  be  in  any  City  of  die 
Empire)  prefiaes  there  in  Perfon;  when  abfent,  he  does  fo 
virtually  by.  hrs  Commiflary,  or  firft  Commiffioner,  who  lays 
before  t!ie  Aflembly  whatever  he  receives  Orders  fix>m  his 
Mafter  to  propofc,  which  is  done  by  the  Communication  of 
what  is  called  the  Copfwiifforial  Decree. 

The  Direftor,  or  as  we  would  phrafe  it,  die  Speaker  of 
the  Diet,  is  the  Eleflor  of  MentZy  in  (^lalrty  of  Chancellor 
of  the  Empire  ;  and  therefore  he  has  a  Chancery  there,  to 
which  all  'I'hings  are  addrefled  that  are  to  come  before  the 
Diet ;  and  thefc  arc  communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Eleftor  of  Mentz  reading  the  Papers  which  are  to  oe  com- 
municated, to  the  Secretaries  of  the  other  Minifters  of  the 
States  at  the  Diet  5  and  this  is  what  they  call  per  DiSiaturam^ 
whence  the  Exprcflion  of  tranfmitting  Memorials  or  other 
Papers  of  State  to  t\iQ^iifature  of  the  Empire. 

It  is  common  in  all  the  Accounts  we  have  of  the  Debates 
in  the  German  Diets,  to  find  Mention  made  of  feveral  Col- 
leges; and  this  makes  it  proper  to  take  Notice,  that  the 
Diet  or  general  Aflembly  of  the  States  is  confidered  as  di- 
vided into  or  forming  three  diftinft  Colleges,  each  of  which 
has  its  particular  Dircclor.  The  firft  is  that  of  the  Electors, 
in  which  the  Elector  of  Mentz  direfts,  not  in  Quality  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Empire,  but  as  being  the  firft  EleSor,  or 
as  feme  phrafe  it,  Dean  of  the  College. 

The  fecond  is  ftilcd  the  College  of  Princes,   in  which  fit 
not  only  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  Princes  of  Gennany^  but 

the 
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.0)e  P/etates  alfo,  who  are  not  confidered.  as  Princes,  ^d  the 
Counts  of  the  Empire;  but  with  refpedl  to  their  Votes,  thefe 
is  a  wide  Difference ;  foi*  ttle  PHiice^  fpiritual  and  temporal. 
Vote  diftindUy,  that  is,  each  of  them  has  a  (ingle  Vote;  bift 
the  Prelates  and  Gbtints  vote  by  Benches,'  eath  hailing  only 
one  Vote. 

The  Prelates  are  divided  into  two  Benches,  vh.  of  tlie 
jRhine  and  Swabi4 ;  but  the  Counts  ihto  four,  of  the  Weteraw^ 
Swabioj  Franconia'^  ind  Weflphalid.  Neither  thefe  Counts, 
nor  their  Minifter,  attend  at  the  Diet ;  they  content  thcnl- 
jlelves  with  fending  a  Minifler  for  each  Bench  to  maintain 
their  Rights,  and  to  give  their  Suffrage  when  demanded.  TKc 
Archduke  of  Auftria^  Jihd  the  Archbifhop  of  Sabzhurgh^  are 
I}ire£tors  of  the  College  of  Princes,  and  officiate  alternately 
'  ias  the  Subjeils  of  their  Deliberations  fall  out ;  and  it  is  for 
.this  Reafon  the  Archduke  of  Aujiria\.  Minifler  fits  on  the 
JElight-hand  Bench  amongft  the  fpiritual  Princes. 

-The  third  College  is  that  of  tlic  free  Cities  cf  fhe  Empire; 
and  ^z  Direftor  of  that  College  is  the  Miniflcr  of  the  City, 
in  which  the  Diet  happens  to  fit.  The  two  former  Colleges  are 
ftiled  Suteriour  j  and  indeed,  aS  we  fhall  prefently  (hetv,  they 
are  in  ]£fFed  the  Diet. 

In  all  thefe  Colleges  the  Sentiment  of  the  Majority  is  con- 
fidered as  that  of  the  Body,  except  in  fome  particular  Cafest 
regulated  by  the  Treaty  of  Ofnahrug^  in  which  the  Confeht 
of  the  whole  is  flill  neceflary ;  thefe  are,  whatever  concert 
Religion,  what  relates  to  the  Empire  as  a  colleftrve  Body  5 
and  in  a  Cafe  in  which  all  the  Papifh  are  on  one  Side,  and  dll 
the  Proteflants  on  the  other ;  for  here,  as  in  many  other  In- 
ilances,  this,  however  unequal  the  Number  of  Voices  may 
])e,  is  notwithflanding  looked  on  as  an  even  Divifion.  The 
Affair  of  Contributions  \^as  propofed  to  have  been  added  to 
,  thefe  Cafes,  but  was  referred  to  the  Diet^  where  h  hai  never 
been  fettled,  and  fo  is  much  in  the  fame  State  as  tf  it  had 
been  aftually  declared  one  of  thofe  Cafes. 

When  any  Point  comes  before  the  Dfct,-  it  is  firft  delibe- 
rated and  debated  in  the  College  of  Electors,  next  in  i^at  of 
Princes  :  If  thefe  Colleges  differ j  tliey  endeavour  to  reconcile 
them  by  a  kind  o(  Free  Conferences^  at  Xvhich  only  the  Direc- 
tors af6l,  with  fuch  as  the  Colleges  think  fit  to  name  in  Coh- 
jundion  with  them.  When  by  thefe  Conferences  the  Colleger 
are  brought  to  a  Concurrence,  then  their  joint  Ophiron  i» 
fignified  to  the  third  College,  and  they  are  invited  to  accede 
to  it  J  but  if  they  do  not,  the  former  is  digefled  and  engrofled 
in  the  Chancery,  and  .delivered  to  the  Emperor's  CommifTary, 
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wifh  tbe  'Tide  of  the  Opinion  of  the  Empire ;  only  'Mehticm 
is  made  at  theCIofc  of  it,  what  was  the  Opinion  6fthechira 
'CoUege.     ' 

It  has  been  a  Point  debated  with  great  Warmth,  Whether 

according  to    the  Germanici   Conftitution,    the  Opinion    tf 

the  .Majority  of  the  Colleges  be  properly  the  Seiitimtots  *)if 

.the  Empire;  a  Queftioin  of  unpoftance,  no  doubt, 'stnd  tbere- 

*fore  not  like  to  be  decided  tiU  about  the  Greei  ibaletids,  "Ntt 

in  the  mean  Time  the  Pradice  is  as  'we  have  Hated  it. 

After  the  Ceremonies  before  mentioned,  this  Opinion  ot 
tfie  Empire  comes  to  his  Imperial  MajcAy,  Who  gim  It  'hb 
Approbation,  and  then  it  is  publifhed  in  nisNiuUi6,  as  a  jR^ 
Jhlutidn  of  the  Empire^  the  States  are  exhorted  to  obey  it^  iotd 
all  the  Tribunals  in  the  Empire  are  difefted  to '  confider  it 
as  fuch. 

But  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  this  Matter  will  yet  Miialh 
in  fome  meafure  obfcure,  if  we  do  not  exphun  the  StibieEb 
that  come  in  thb  Manner  before  the  Diet  In  the  'fiift  Place 
the  Diet  makes  Laws,  explains  Laws,  and  decides  ambifltioQs 
CaTe^ ;  and  therefore  whenever  the  Aulic  Council  trauiUbs 
to  do  this,  they  confider  it  as  a  real  and  dangerous  fnfriittjb- 
ment;  next  they  are  to  be  confulted  in* making  War,  Ufwhidi 
the  Emperor  can  do  nothing  without  thdm,  eireh'tllo'  it 
(hould  be  attended  with  Circumftances  that  ever  fo  fntolftAiy 
concern  the  Empire. 

When  War  is  declared,  the  Diet  appoints  the  Fleld-Mail'- 
(hal  who  is  to  command  the  Army,  and  affigns  him  alfo^a 
Council  of  War ;  nay,  after  War  is  declared,  in  any  CtiTe 
but  for  the  Defence  of  the  Empire,  any  Prince  may  nd^iA- 
ftanding  remain  Neuter ;  as  the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria  did  in  1672, 
when  the  Empire  entered  into  a  War  to  (aVe  the  lUktd)^ 
and  in  the  laft  War  occafioned  by  the  Eleflion  of  the  pre* 
fent  King  of  Poland,  The  Diet  likcwife  fettles  die  Expences 
of  the  Government ;  and  the  Quota  which  each  Prince  or 
State  is  rated  at,  is  filled  his  Contingent ;  thefc  are  governed 
by  old  Precedents,  and  the  antient  Name  of  Roman  Months 
is  ftiU  in  Ufe,  becaufc  c)f  old  thefe  Subfidies  were  commohly 
either  to  enable  the  Emperor  to  make  War  in  Itdfy^  or  for 
his  Journey  to  R$me  to  be  crowned. 

Laftly,  the  Diet  enters  into  and  makes  Alliances  with 
Foreign  Princes,  which  are  however  commonly  n^citiatcd 
by  the  Emperor,  who  is  empowered  for  that  Purpofe,  and  in 
the  End,  the  Treaty  fo  concluded  is  ratified  by  the  Empire ; 
and  hence  arife  Wars,  in  which  the  Empire  is  oblisod  to  take 
Part,  tho'  not  attacked  s  on  this  fcore  likewife  Foreign  Princes 

have 
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fiAV^  tbeir  Minifies  9f>  tl^e  Diet^  diough  the  Eippire  fends  no 

But  in  moft  of  the  Congrefles  for  bringing  about  a  Peace, 
ipdicre  the  Empire  has  Joined  in  a  War,  fome  Regard  has 
heea  had  to  her  Intcrpoution  ;  as  at  Nimegueny  where  the  Im- 
perial Minifters  had  Powers  from  the  Empire ;  at  Ryfwick 
thqf  named  a  fpecial  Commifllon ;  they  fent  Deputies  on  the 
ttmc  Account  to  the  Hagiu^  when  during  the  laft  general 
War  Conferences  were  fadd  there  about  Peace;  thev  have 
^lib  ha4  fome  Share  fmcc  in  the  Approbation  of  the  Treaties 
^  Budim  and  Viemui, 

The  Truth  however  is,  that  they  have  been  exceedingly 
UlrM'cd  in  all  thefe  Cafes,  the  Emperor  making  whatever  Term^ 
|br  them  he  pleafed,  and  only  ufing  their  Audiori^  to  ratify 
them.  This  we  may  look  upon  (and  juftly)  as  the  Caufe  of 
that  Languor .  and  Inadli vity  of  the  Diet,  in  regard  to  whatever 
lias  fo  much  as  a  diftant  Relation  to  War;  for  the  States  of 
the  Empire  knowing,  as  they  very  weD  do,  that  they  have 
nothing  to  hope  2|nd  all  thinn  to  fear  from  a  War,  are  un« 
willing  to  venture  into  it,  and  being  embarked  a£t  but  heavily, 
^om  the  fame  Notion,  which  however  unreafonable,  is  after 
ail  but  natural- 

The  Pegce  of  Wtfi^Ua  nve  rife  to  die  prefent  Diet, 
«ii4  cftablilhed  the  GfrmamcJt  Conftitution  ;  but  the  Diet  paid 
4^Iy  for  the  Advantages  ihe  gained,  by  confenting  to  yidd 
fyA  fine  Provinces  as  flie  did  to  Frana  and  Sweden  hf  that 
Tfieaty ;  yet  in  all  fucceeding  Treaties  fhe  has  had  much 
worip  Luck,  as  lofii^  in  each,  and  getting  nothing  bv  all  of 
them.  We  need  not  wonder  therefore  if  the  States  of  me  £m« 
pjip  gr^  not  fud4enl]r  rouzed,  fmce  both  Reaibn  and  Experience 
teach  them,  tjiat  while  they  can  keep  out  of  a  tlVar,  mcf  can 
)0fe  nothing,  of  which  they  can  never  he  fure  any  other 
Wajr, 

Theg^ieat  .an4  powerful  Princes  of  the  Empire  may,  like 
OtW  gres^  princes,  be  drawii  to  pnnge  in  Alliances  and 
Wars  l)y  their  Interefts  ^d  private  i^ews,  imd  will  then 
^  with  Vigour  ^d  Spirit  as  other  Princes  do,  and  upon 
die  £ui)e  Motives  of  G^n  and  Advantage,  having  their  own 
Minjfter^  at  everv  Congrels  to  manage  their  Concerns ;  but 
fliije  Germfifuck  Bo4y  beins  (b  circumftancel  as  to  be  able  to 
ns^p  no  Profit  from  fuc£  Negotiations,  even  at  the  moft  fa- 
rwrai)le  Cpnjundures,  but  on  the  contrary,  being  often  called 
up9P  and  e;(pe£ted  to  make  Sarisfaflion  for  what  is  given  b^ 
Treaties  to  ptbg:  Ppwers,  wp  need  not  at  all  wonder  at  their 
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But  to  proceed  :  There  is  nothing  in  reference  "to  the  (?«** 
mflnick  Body,  that  deferves  more  Attention  than  rfieir  rdir 
gious  Diftinftiohs,  becaufe  thefe  really  divide  the  States  as  it 
were  into  two  idiftihft  Bodies,  with  various, '  and  in  feme  Cafes 
even  oppofitc  Interefts.  All  the  World  knows^  that  Lttther 
began  to  preach  the  Do^ines  of  the  Reformattw  firft  in  Ger^ 
mahy^  and  that  his  religious  Sentiments  were  qnickly  embraced, 
not  only  by  great  Numbers,  but  even  by  theSubjc£b  ing»: 
neral  of  feveral  Governments  in  the  Empire. 

This  having  exafperated  the  Court  of  Rome^  (he  left  no  Stone 
unturned  to  procure  the  Suppreffion  of  this  Hercfy  (as  (he  called 
it)  by  the  fecular  Arm,  which  naturally  induced  the  Proteftanti 
to  rhake  ufe  of  the  fame,  Method  for  the  Defence  of  themielves 
and  the  Freedom  of  their  Confciences.  Hence  arofe  the 
of  Smalcald  in  1530^  at  die  Head  of  which  were  tiie  Eki 
of  Saxony  2XiA  the  Landgrave  of  Heffi. 

We  have  in  the  foregoing  Article  given  the  Hiftory  of  this 
and  the  fiicceeding  Wars  on  the  Score  of  Religion,  and  (hewn 
how  little  the'£le£lor  of  Saxony  got  by  trimming  between 
the  Proteftants  and  the  Emperor,  and  how  near  the  latter 
was  fubverting  the  Reformation  in  Germany^  as  ef{e£lually  as 
in  Bohemia^  and  therefore  we  need  nqt  dwell  upon  it  here.    • 

It  ■  wias  thfe  Treaty  of  ^(^^W/V  that,  as  it  fettled  all  other 
Difputes,  adjufted  this  alfo,  and  put  it  in  the  Power  of  the 
People  of  Germany, '  of  both  Religions,  to  live  quietly,  as 
good  Chriftians  and  good  Subjefts.  *  But'  as  thefe  Stipulations 
could  not  have  been  long  maintained,  if  fome  Method  had  not 
been  found  for  the  Protcftants  to  meet,  and  take  Meafures  in  a 
Body  for  their  own  Prefervation  j  fo  the  fundamental  Laws  of 
the  Empire  having  once  authorized  this,  the  Method  was  not 
long  tmdifcovered. 

In  the  firfl  Diet  held  at  Ratijbon  1653,  after  the  Conclufton 
of  that  Peace,  the  Protgftant  Princes  and  States  refolved  to  en- 
ter into  a  clofe  Cdhjundlion  with  each  other  for  dicir  mu- 
tual Support  J  and  as  no  Body  can  aft  without  a  Head>  rficy 
unanimoufly  conferred  that  Honour  upon  the  Eleftor  of  Saxony^ 
at  the  Houfe  of  whofc  Minifter  their  Conferences  have  been 
ever  fince  held  5  and  from  this  ConjunSion  or  Confederacy 
arifes  what  is  called  the  Evangelic  Body,  which  is  the  Guard 
and  Rampart  of'thc  Proteftant  Intereft  in  Germany,  watches 
over  the  Laws  provided  for  the  Security  of  Religion,  and  in 
cafe  of  Violations,  which  from  the  natural  Spirit  of  Popery 
r.ie  but  too  frequent,  fets  on  foot  Applications  to  the  Imperial 
rhroiie,  and  thereby  procures  Redrefs  and  Satisfadlion, 

On« 
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One  wodd  have  imagined,  that  when  the  JS^lciSlor  of  Saxof^ 
'Quitted  Che  Proteftant  Rdigion,  he  (hould  of  courfe  have  loft 
liis  Quality  of  Head  of  the  Evangelic  Body  ;  but  the  contrary 
is  the  Fact,  which  the  Reader  mud  admit  is  a  very  ftran^ 
one;  but  for  this,  two  Rcafons  are  afligned  :  Firft,  that  the 
Eledor  of  Saxony^  cortfiderlng  the  Weight  and  Influence  this 
Chara6ler  gave  him,  was  unwilling  to  rcfign  it ;  and  next^ 
that  the  Proteftants  finding  his  Change  of  Religion  gave  Force 
to  his  Reprcfcntations  in  their  Favour  to  thofe  of  his  own 
Communion,  faw  no  Cauic  to  talce  their  Affairs  out  of 
his  Hand,  which  is  however  what  thpy  may  do  whenever 
they  think  fit 

There  is,  I  think,  only  one  Point  more  that  «  nedcflary 
for  me  to  confider,  and  that  is,  thcDivifion  of  the  Empire  into 
Circles,  which  in  a  former  Article  I  Ihewcd  was  a  Regulation 
made  in  the  Reign  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian^  and  in  this  I 
have  mentioned  the  Rcafon  of  that  Divifion,  which  was  for 
the  Sake  of  Jufticc,  and  took  place  originally  on  the  founding 
the  Imperial  Chamber.  This  Divifion,  which  was  made  in 
1500,  eflabliihed  only  Six,  viz.  Bavaria j  Franconia^  Swabia^ 
Saxony^  the  Rhincy  and  IVeJiphalia^  which  arc  ftill  called  the 
ancient  Circles. 

But  the  great  Princes  declining  to  bring  their  Dominions 
under  the  Form  of  Circles,  that  Emperor  over-reached  them, 
and  by  throwing  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
into  the  Circles  of  Aujlria  and  Burgundy^  drew  in  the 
Eledors  of  Saxony  and  Brandenburgh .  to  follow  his  Example 
in  the  Circle  of  IJtper  Saxony  j  and  the  Eleflor  Palatine  knd 
the  Ecclefiaftical  Eleftors  did  the  like  with  refpedl  to  the  Upper 
Rhine^  which  encreafed  the  Number  to  Ten. 

In  each  of  thefe  Circles  there  is  a  Direftor  and  a  Chief, 
the  firil  for  the  Management  of  Qvil,  the  latter  for  regulat- 
ing Military  Affairs ;  the  Dire6brs  are  fixed  and  pennanent, 
but  th^  Chicfe  or  Generals  are  elefted  by  tlie  Qtrles.  It  is 
to  theDircftors  of  the  refpefiive  Circles  the  Imperial  Cham- 
ber commits  the  Execution  of  its  Decrees,  and  from  hence 
wc  fee  how  this  Diflribution  comes  to  be  of  ufe  in  that  of 
JufKce,  as  alfo  why  the  moft  potent  Princes  were  leafl  inclined 
to  it. 

The  Circles  having  many  Affairs  to  manage,  hold  frequent 
Diets,  in  which  their  Direftors  prefide,  and  in  which  they 
.take  Meafures  for  their  own  Profperi^  and  Security  j  and 
as  fometimes  thefe  cannot  be  fo  well  purfued  without  the 
Concurrence  of  their  Neighbours,  they  negotiate  with  the 
pitts  <tf  other  Cirdcs  y  and  when  this  is  done  upon  any  par- 
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ill<hiUr  6lc^oii9  6r  tirith  iVie^  ta  a  eertsdfi  Poifit;  tfksf 
ire  filled  CdnfederdU  Cirdis  ;  JHft  this  being  more  frequent 
aniondl  the  Circles  of  die'  D^^  and  Z^tc;^  SUm  and 
WeJlfhaUa^  they  are  from  theflce  denominated  C0mjp$n£rf 
Circus. 

Th\S&  in  as  narrow  a  Compafs  as  it  is  poffible,  we  lufe 
given  die  Rbrfer  a  compleat  View  of  the  mofl  perplexed  and 
compli(^ated  Government,  ancient  or  modem,  that  ever  exifled, 
ind  put  It  entirely  in  his  Power  to  comprehend  Wjluteyq  il 
advanced  in  relation  to  it  by  any  of  our  Orators  or  Politicians  i 
and  therefore  we  have  nodiing  farther  to  add,  but  this  Ob- 
fervation,  that  however  particular  Princes  may  afi  to  pio- 
ihote  their  interefls,  thtGermanick  Body  keepft  conffamtly  in 
View  the  Maintenance  of  PubUck  Libertyj  as  founded  on  the 
Treaty  of  fFiftfhaUa. 


C  H  A  P.    X, 

'A  SuccinSl  View  of  the  Hi/lory  of  the  FRE  NC  H 
Nation^  fince  they  have  been  governed  by  the  Houfe 
ef  Bourbon,  explaining  the  Alterations  that  have 
teen  made  in  the  Struiiu^e  of  their  ConJHtution^ 
the  Progrefs  of  their  Power  ^  the  Views  of  the 
reigning  Family^  their  Influence  and  Inter  efts. 

TH  £  Memoirs  of  the  two  sreat  Houfes  of  Aitftria  and 
Bourbon  include  almoft  all  that  need  be  known  of  the 
general  Hiftory  of  Europe^  to  uiideriknd  perfe£Uy  its  prefent 
State  and  Condition,  together  with  the  Nature  of  thofe  politica} 
Difputes  which  reign  at  prefent,  or  which  having  diffairbed 
^f2&  Am  till  laid  afleep  by  fome  happy  Expedient,  are  in  Dan- 
-ger  of  awaking  again  and  kindling  frefh  Confufions* 

We  have  ab-eady  given  the  Reader  the  former  Hiflory,  which 
we  were  obliged  to  lake  prettv  high,  in  order  to  make  it  die 
:|nore  evident  how  the  Auftrian  Houfe.  acquired  by  Policy, 
Marriages,  and  Accidents,  fo  extenfive  Dominions  as  fhe  oncfe 
poilefled;  how  fhe  fixed  the  Imperial  Dignitv  in  herfelf,  and 
flow  in  confeouence  of  her  ambitious  ProjetEts  and  their  Dif-r 
appdntment,  ine  gave  a  fetded  Form,  a  certain  Authoritji^ 
and  an  immutable  Securitv  to  the  G^/n<7«iVi  Empire, 

By  the  Nature  of  our  Plan,  We  arc  next  led  to  give  as  bn 
tis&dory  i}q  Account  of  Frmict^  which  cpf^fid^ring  the  narrow 

Compa^ 
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CWop^  ^  are  to  do  it  in^  is  a  very  hMy  UddeftaUn?  i^ 
but  we  are  togagsd  and  muft  go  throt^h;  onlf  fer  theUtf 
af  Perfpicuity  it  may  be  proper  to  hj  a  Word  or  tPt^  of 
%hat  we  propofe,  and  of  the  Method  in  which  wo  are  td 
proceed. 

As  to  the  firft,  we  have  three  Things  in  View,  viz,  ex- 
pbinin^  the  Chaiiee  of  the  Galiic  Confimition  from  What  it 
wai,  into  what  it  is  at  prefent ;  (hewing  die  Means  by  which 
the  French  have  puUed  down  the  Puiwmce  of  the  Auftrimn 
HouTe,  and  rais'd  one  much  more  formidabfe  of  their  own  % 
and  exhibiting  the  true  Syftem  of  GalUc  Policy,  Influence,  and 
I^bwer,  as  it  mnds  at  this  Day,  and  the  Chances  for  and  ^ainft 
htt  accomplifhing  her  great  View  of  being  the  fok  Diredrds 
of  Europe. 

It  will  be  allowed,  that  if  we  can  tolerably  accomplifh  this, 
^ire  {faall  not  only  fumiih  the  Reader  with  an  entertaining 
and  inftrudive  Memorial  in  refaction  to  one  of  die  moft  im- 
portant Points  of  HiftOTical  Learning,  but  alfo  give  him  an  In« 
fight  into  a  political  Myftery  of  the  higheft  CbnJRHiuence, 
Which,  like  the  popifli  Plot  in  our  own  Country,  is  believed 
by  Multitudes  and  denied  by  Multitudes  ;  like  it,  fuUified  long 
before  it  was  talked  of,  and  ftill  fobfifts,  and  is  lik^  .fo  to  do  \ 
Und  (inaliyv  has  fuch  a  Tendency  fb  our  Debaiisraent  and  De« 
finidion,  that  we  can  be  no  longer  iafe  than  iK^iik  we  have 
our  Danger  in  t)ur  £y^  and  the  Means  of  {Mftvdncing  it  in 
our  Hio^ts. 

The  only  Method  of  doing  this,  and  keeping  widiin  due 
B^nmds,  is  to  begin  firft  with  Fafls,  and  bringing  the 
FrehA  Hiftory  fince  the  Acceffion  of  the  Houle  of  B$urben 
(wfaicfa  coneains  but  four  Reigns)  into  as  ihort  a  Space  as 
latt  be^  reprefenting  with  as  much  Juftice  as  poffiUe  the  Spirit 
of  each  Reigh^  and  of  every  Adminifbration ;  marking  the 
Iponfiderable  AccefEons  of  Power  at  home  and  Terrority  i^broad ; 
9iii  la^9  fetting  in  a  dear  and  full  Light  the  State  of  Frame 
at  this  Day,  in- regard  to  Revenues,  Power  and  Policy, 

TheTe  Things  will  neceilarily  require  fome  Room,  that 
ih^iliay  appear  in  tlieir  proper  Forms,  and  have  thatDiftindl* 
fm  which  IB  requifite  to  their  being  comprehended  clearly ; 
iHit  the  Nature  and  Importance  of  the  Events  eive  us  good 
Grounds  to  hope  riiat  it  will  not  be  apprehended  we  £prdl 
too  long  upon  a  Subje£^,  which  for  our  own  Sakes  <:annot 
wA\  be  too  diuch  coniidered,  of  ever  in  dan^  of  being  too 
-flnintttdy  underftood. 

The  Suoceflbrs  of  the  Emperor  dories  tie  Gre^^  gor 
ymtiod  ihp  i^tng4o>n  of  Frtnue  lor  -(^any  {^^lations,  from 

4*  Q. 
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A.  D.  S14,  tn  >Priiich  that  great  Prince  died,  to  J.  D.  9869 
when  Hugh  Cafei  feized  the  Crown,  and  had  his  Ri^t  qon- 
finqied  by  the  Nobili^,  Clergy,  and  People  of  Framt^  upon 
the  Death  of  Lewh  V.  toi  £e  Prejudice  of  Charles  Duke  of 
Lorraifij  who  was  the  undoubted  Heir  of  the  Carlavingum 
Kace.  V 

Liwis  IX*  a  diie£l  Defcendant  from  Hugh  Capet^  and  who, 
on  account  of  his  various  Expeditions  s^nft  the  Infidels,  has 
obtained  the  Sirnameof  St.  Lewisydicd  A.  D.  1270,  and  left 
two  Sons,  Philip  and  Robert.  The  latter  efpoufed  4g^h 
Daughter  of  John  III.  Son  to  Hugh  Duke  of  Burgwuhj  bv 
tilt  Heire(s  of  Archambaubj  Signeur  de  Bcurbon,  This  Lora<- 
*^p  coming  thus  to  Robert  Count  de  Clermont^  Son  to  St. 
LewiSf  in  right  of  his  Wife's  Mother,  he  thereupon  afliimed 
the  Name  ot  Bourbon. 

His  Family  fucceodcd  to  die  Crown  about  three  hundred 
Years  afterwards,  on  the  Murder  of  Henry  III.  the  lafl  Mo- 
narch of  the  Houie  of  Valois^  bv  James  Clement  a  Jacobin 
Monk,  in  the  Perfon  of  Henry  King  of  Navarre^  who  was 
the  Ninth  in  Defcent  from  Robert  Count  of  Clermont^  and 
whofe  Claim  to  the  Crown  was  clear,  though  on  account  of 
his  being  a  Protefbmt,  a  great  part  of  his  Subjeds  were  in- 
clined to  reje£l:  him  ;  and  on  his  firfl  takine  the  Title  of 
King  of  France  and  Navarre^  the  City  of  Parts^  not  content 
with  difowning  his  Authority,  treated  him  with  fuch  Difref- 
pccl  and  Indignity,  as  few  rrinccs  but  himfelf  would  have 
iorgiven. 

He  came  to  the  Regal  Dignity  Augujl  2d  1580,  in  Cir- 
cumfbmces  extremely  critical  for  himfelf  and  for  his  King* 
dom.  The  Capita]  City  and  the  greater  Part  of  the  Provinces^ 
were  in  the  Hands  of  fuch  as  reifufed  to  acknowledgs  him, 
and  who,  to  keep  the  better  together,  afTumed  the  Tide  of 
TH£  League,  fheltered  themfdves  under  the  Audioritv  of 
the  Pppc,  and  were  fupported  by  the  Affifbnce  of  PlnUp  II. 
King  of  Spain.  A  great  many  of  thofe  who  adhered  to  him 
were  fo  divided  between  the  RelpeA  due  to  Principles  of  Loy- 
alty, and  the  Care  that  was  requifite  to  be  had  of  the  Catho- 
lick  Religion,  that  he  could  fcarce  confide  in  them  ;  at  the 
fame  Time  his  Army  was  but  weak,  and  he  had.  but  very 
litde,  indeed,  fcarce  any  Revenue.  Laftly,  mofl  of  the  great 
Powers  in  Chriftendom  were  averfc  to  him. 

The  Emperor,  both  for  fpiritual  and  temporal  Motives,  was 
aeainft  him,  as  being  defirous  of  weakening  the  Power 
pf  France.  Spain  was  his  declared  Enemy,  and  even  formed 
Preteniion^  to  the  French  Succeffion  ^  all  the  Friends  and  De- 
pendents 
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pendents  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  followed  their  Exauiiple^  it 
others  alfo  did,  on  account  of  the  Excosifnimication  of  tbo 
Pope,  whofe  Proftitution  of  the  Gofpel  to  ferve  his  wicked 
Defim  of  extending  his  own  Power,  towards  which  he  thou^t 
the  Ruin  of  France  neceflary,  was  one  principal  Source  of 
the  Troubles  that  ufhered  in  the  Reign  o^  Henry  IV. 

On  the  other  hand,  that  brave  and  heroick  Prince  had  aUb 
fome  Circumftances  that  were  not  a  little  in  his  Favour» 
and  which  by  his  Prudence  and  militfuy  Skill  he  fb  im« 
proved,  as  to  bring  his  Enemies  into  fuch  a  State  as  forced 
them  to  fubmit.  The. League  was  without  a  Head,  or 
which  comes  to  the  fame  Thing,  had  feveral,  in  regard  to 
whom  the  Sentiments  of  thofc  who  were  averfe  to  Ifenry  were' 
divided. 

Some  fuppofmg  that  his  being  no  Catholick,  left  him  no 
Ri^ht,  were  for  having  Recourfe  to  the  next  Prince  of  his 
bloody  who  was  a  Papift  ;  vl%,  the  Cardinal  de  Bourhon^  who 
w:iii  ?-t  that  time  a  Prifoner,  and  whom  neverthelefs  they 
proclaimed  King,  by  the  Name  of  Charles  X.  Others  fer 
vouicd  the  Duke  de  Maypme^  who  a6led  as-Chief  of  the  League 
iii  the  Minority  of  his  Nephew  the  Duke^/(p  Guife^  to  whom 
the  Herd  of  Bigots  were  moft  inclined3  and  laboured  to  per- 
fuadc  him  to  fupplant  his  Uncle.  The  King  of  5^i»  con* 
fidering  his  Daughter  .the  Infanta  IfabeUa^  Grand-daughter  to 
Henry  II.  as  the  neareft  Relation  to  the  deceafed  King 
Henry  III.  was  for  having  her  owned  (notwithftanding .  the 
Saik  Law)  Heirefs  of  the  Crown  of  France  \  and  in  that 
Cafe  oftered  to  give  her  in  Marriage  to  any  Prince  the  States 
(hould  chufe. 

This  Diftra6lion  of  Interefts  divided  the  Minds,  and 
weakened  the  Forces  of  the  Leaguers  exceflively.  Befides, 
the  King  was  in  point  of  perfonal  Abilities,  in  all  Refpe^b, 
very  much  fuperior  to  any  of  the  Fa^on  that  oppofed  him, 
Thofe  who  ftuck  dofe  to  him,  efpecially  his  old  Friends,  were 
Men  of  great  Probi^  and  diftinguifhed  Parts ;  and  many  of 
them,  the  braveft  Men,  and  beft  OiEcers  in  France,  He  had 
fome  Allies  alfo  owned  him  in  the  worft  Situation  of  Affairs ; 
and  tho'  that  alone  v*ras  a  very  confiderable  Service,  yet  they 
afterwards  afHiled  him  to  the  utmofl  of  their  Power ;  fucn 
as  the  Queen  of  England^  EEzabeih  ;  the  Republick  of  Fe-^ 
nice ;  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  Germany  i  and  the  States  of 
Holland. 

He  found  himfelf  obliged  to  raife  the  Siege  of  Paris^  which 
his  PredecefTor  had  formed,  and  retired  into  Normandy^  in 
hopes  of  reducing  that  Province,  and  iecuring  a  Communi- 

catlott. 
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tatkm  with  BngLnuk  The  Duke  ^  Ahftime  fcllowoi^  mil 
came  up  with  him  ata  Village  caStitA  Jrftus^  not  fcr  from 
Dkfipt^  where  a  Battle  eni^d,  in  which  the  King  waa 
▼iSkMious.  He  proceeded  aftom^nb  into  difocnt  Parts  of 
the  Kingdonit  ^d  had  th^  good  Fortune  ta>  reduce  them 
either  by  Force  or  Compofition ;  and  then  returned  into 
Norr^My^  where  he  pined  the  famous  Battle,  of  hry^  and 
defatted  the  Duke  of  M^enne  the  fecond  Time,  who  then 
fued  to  him  for  Peace.  But  the  Sfamards  entering  the  King- 
dom, and  Pope  Gregory  XIV.  having  excommunicated  au} 
who  paid  Obedience  to  his  Majefty,  both  Clerey  andLaiqr ; 
this*  embroiled  Things  again,  and  gave  new  Hopet  to  thb 
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The  King  feeing  dearly,  that  his  Subjefls  would  never 
univeHally  acknowledge'  and  fubmit  to  him,  while  of  a  dif- 
ferent Religion,  took  a  Relblution  of  profeffing  himidf  of 
the  Faith  of  the  Church  of  Rmi^  which  he  did  7if^  15 
1593,  and  die  Year  following  he  was  with  great  ^dleinnity 
crowned  at  OartreSj  die  City  of  Rbeims  being  not  at  mi% 
Time  reduced.  This  Step  produced,  and  very  fpeedily  too, 
all  that  the  King  expeAed  from  it. 

The  People  of  Parisj  who  had  been  his  inveterate  Enemies, 
and  had  (hewn  more  Confidence  and  more  Conftancv  than 
is  uiiial  in  diePkffions  of  the  Populace,  immediately  cnanged 
their  Minds,  and  in  (bite  of  the  Duke  de  Maymuy  put  the 
King  into  Poflefflon  of  the  Capital  of  his  Dominions  $  and  by 
their  Example  made  Way  for  his  becoming  Mafltr  of  the 
whole  Kingdom,  and  even  of  the  bittereft  and  moft  power- 
ful of  his  Enemies,  whom  he  received  to  Mercy,  and  gavo 
diem  no  Caufe  to  repent  their  returning  to  their  Duty,  and 
layine  down  their  Arms,  fince  he  made  no  Diftindion  between 
his  om  and  new  Subje^. 

But  for  all  this,  there  wanted  not  fbme,  wha  prompted  by 
the  violent  and  wicked  Opinions  taught  by  the  Oei:gy  ana 
Monks  in  die  Time  of  the  Holy  League,  defued  the lleatb 
of  the  beft  Monardi  diat  Generation  had  fecn  ;  amongft  diefe 
was  one  John  Chaftel^  the  Son  of  a  fubftantial 'Citizen  of  Piifxx, 
and  \i\TcAX,  a  Boy  of  nineteen,  ^o  adually  attempted  to 
murder  that  Prince,  and  aiming  a  Knife  at  his  Throat,  ftruck 
him  in  ^he  Mouth  with  fuch  Force,  as  to  beat  out  one  of  hit 
Fore-Teeth,  for  whidi,  by  the  Juc^ment  of  the  Parliament 
of  Parhy  he  was  torn  to  Pieces  bv  wild  Hories ;  and  the 
Jefuits,  in  Confequence  ofv  whofe  De£bine  he  did  it,  were 
baniflicd  for  ever;  which  £diA  d)e|Cin|,  unhappily  for  himielf, 
afterwards  recs^l'di 

As 
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the  League  ;  and  »  King  PbiS^  under  Colotff  ef  m  JM 
for  Religion,  ftiU  continual  to  foment  Sedition  and  Ib^- 
lion,  Ktit^  declared  War  againft  him,  as  being  better  pletflM 
to  contend  with  an  avowed,  than  widi  a  conceaPd  &icmji 
"with  one  who  was  obliged  to  employ  his  own  Forces,  than 
iieith  one  who  lynought  ^^inft  him  none  but  his  own  tmifeerous 
Siibjero*  ^K 

This  -was  a  "very  Vrife  and  right  Step,  whidi  the  'Kmg 
profecuted  with  fuch  Vigour,  that  King  PbiSj^  became  in- 
dined  to  aN(^ttation;  and  diis  -ended  in  a  Peace  between 
the  two  Crowns,  called  from  the  Place  where  it  was  fign^i, 
the  Peace  of  VervlnSi* 

With  this  Treaty,  Ao'  both  Parties  feemed  very  wdl 
ipleafed,  jret  die  Cadiolick  King  only  diflembled,  and  con- 
tinued fars  Int)r)|ues  with  all  ihe  Malcontents  in  France^  uA 
even  debaudied  feme,  who  had  the  hieheft  Oblintions  to  the. 
King,  from  their  Duty.  Amongft  mefe  Marlhal  'Sirm  was 
one,  from  ^v^om  King  Hinry  hzA  received  many  Services,  in 
Confideration,  of  which  :he  pardoned  him  once,  and  advifed 
him  to  enter  into  no  new  Engagement  of  this 'kind,  for  fear 
of  what  might  fellow. 

But  Birvn  was  fo  blinded  -with  Ambition,  and  die  Hopes 
'of  becoming  an  independent :  Prince  by  the  Help  of  ^pain^ 
that  immedrateiy  after -he  relapfedv  into  the  fame  illicit  Coiw 
refpondence,  which  the  'King  having  difcovered,  caufed  him 
to  be^brought  to  Jtkftice,  and  by  an  Arret  of  ParUaiaent  he 
loft  his  Head  on  the  laft  Day  of  yuly  i6o^  in  die  BaJtiU^ 
[ihewing  Ktde  of  that  Courage  in  his  kft  Moments,  for  which 
'fcer  had' been  fo  defervedly  famous. 

This  King,  vrtio  was  one  of  the  greateft  Princes  of  his 
"Age,  both  in  die  Field  -and  in  the  Qdiinet,  was  very  un- 
fortunate in  'fais'Famih.  He  was  *fiiA  married  to  -Margmrit  of 
Vahts^  Sifter  to  his  rredeceflbr  Henry  m ;  a  Marriage  un- 
happy from  its  Commencement,  which  •  fiimtflied  Occafion 
for  die  Mafiacre  of  farls^  one  of  the  bhckeft  and  moft  bar- 
baAnis  AAions  that  ever  deformed  any  Hiftory.  This  Prin- 
ce&  was  not  iitdifcreet  onlv,  but  iSSo  diflblute  in  her  Con- 
dufi:,  and  the  King  in  this  RefpcA  was  fiu:  enough  from  being 
ftuldefs  in  his. 

Tlie  Dutchefs  of  Beaufort  was*  his  favourite  Miftrefs,  and 
like  others  in  her  Condition,  was  fo  proud  of  her  Infamy, 
and  abufed  her  Power  with  fuch  extravagant  Infolence,  as 
made  her  generally  hated.  Upon  her  Death  the  Queen  coir- 
femed  to  a  Divorce,  which  was  quickly  procured  at  Rgmei 


and  in  confisquence  of  which  Hmry  IV.  dpoufed  Mary-de  Aii^ 
{tids-i  Daughter  to  the  Grand  Dulce  of  Ti^^my. 

But  notwithftanding  the  great  Incoiiveniencies  that  arofe 
from  his  former  Amour  with  the  Dutchefi  of  Beaufort^  the 
King  had  fallen  into  another  with  Madam  d^Entragues^  afters- 
wards  Marchionefs  tU  Vernueilj  to  whom  he  save  under  his 
Hand  a  Promife  of  Marriage  which  afforded  the  Court  of 
^i^in  an  Opportunity  of  fetting  on  foot  a  new  Confoiracy  in 
france^  in  order-  to  alter  the  Succeffion,  and  inftead  of  the 
Dauphin  to  raife  Ca^ar  Duke  de  Vendofme  (the  King's  natural 
Son  by  the  Lady  before-mentioned)  to  the  Throng  which  oc- 
cafion'd  much  Trouble. 

In  Affairs  of  State  Henry  was  a  very  great  and  good  Prince  ; 
he  loved  his  Subje£b  as  his  Children,  and  promoted  Trade, 
and  maintained  Juftice  throughout  his  Territories.  He  was 
not  inclined  to  diflurb  or  injure  his  Neighbours,  but  rather 
content  with  his  own  Dominions ;  nay,  fo  far  was  he  per- 
fuaded,  that  a  fleady  and  unalterable  Balance  of  Power  was 
for  the  common  Benefit  of  Chriftendom^  as  in  the  latter  End 
of  his  Reign  and  Life  to  formaDeiign  of  efbblifhing  it,  and 
thereby  cut  off  Pretences  for  Wars  in  fucceeding  Times,  by 
Means  of  a  perpetual  Congrefs. 

In  order  to  this,  he  found  it  requifite  to  leflen  the  Power  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria^  by  depriving  it  of  thofe  Dominions 
acquired  without  any  juft  Title  in  Italyy  which  he  propofed  to 
have  ere6led  into  feparate  Principalities,  as  mofl  conducive 
to  a  general  Peace,  and  the  common  Benefit  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants. But  while  hp  meditated  thefe  great  and  glorious  Projefls 
for  the  Good  of  Mankind,  and  had  afTembled  in  Champagne  a 
numerous  Army,  which  was  on  the  very  Point  of  mardung 
to  put  tliem  in  Execution,  a  Period  was  put  to  his  Days  and 
Schemes  by  the  Hands  of  RaivlUac^  an  infamous  Aflailin,  on 
the  14th  of  May  x6io,  in  the  57th  Year  of  his  Age,  and 
twenty-fecond  ot  his  Reign, 

We  have  no  very  good  Account  of  the  Caufe  of  this^Af- 
fai&nation ;  and  fome  of  the  mofl  cfteemed  amongfl  the  French 
Hiflorians  give  us  very  broad  Hints  that  it  was  never  throughly 
inquired  into  j  however  various  Circumflances  have  inclined 
the  mofl  impartial  Judges  to  fufpeft,  that  the  Lady  beforemen- 
tioned  had  a  deep  Hand  in  this  Affair,  and  that  the  Partisans 
of  Spain  were  far  enough  from  being  ignorant  of  it :  At  leafl 
thus  much  is  evident,  that  his  Death  could  not  have  happened 
more  luckily  than  it  did  for  that  Nation,  even  if  they  had,  as 
it  is  fuggefled  they  had,  the  appointing  of  it* 

This 
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Thh  great  Monardi  left  behind  him  three  Sons'  and  a» 
many  Daughters,  vhc.  the  Dauphin;  the  Duke  of  Orleans^ 
Vho  did  not  long  fiirrive  him ;  and  yohn  Baptiji  Gajion^  then 
Itiled  Duke  of  AnjoUi  and  after  his  Brother's  Death  Duke  <^ 
Orleans ;  Elizahethj  married  to  PhiUp  IV.  of  Spain  ;  Chrifttna^ 
who  efpoufed  ViSfor  Atnadeus  Prince  of  Piedmont^  afterward 
Duke  of  Savoy ;  and  Henrietta  Maria^  Confort  to  Ontrles  L 
of  Great  Britain,  Henry  IV.  annexed  to  "the  Crown  Beam^ 
JBigorej  together  with  the  Counties  of  Foix  and  Breffe^  which 
were  his  private  Patrimony. 

Lhvis  Xni.  fucceeded  in  the  Ninth  Year  of  his  Age,  un- 
der the  Tuition  of  his  Mother  Mary  de  Me£cis\  ami  oti 
the  17th  of  OSfober  16 10,  was  with  great  Solemnity  crown'd 
at  Rieims  by  the  Cardinal  de  Joyeufe.  The  famous  Marqub 
de  Rhojny^  at  this  Time  Duke  de  Sulli,  who  had  managpd 
the  Finances  in  the  late  Reign  with  (b  great  Applaufe,  re- 
ligned  almoft  as  foon  as  this  began ;  and  tho'  the  Princes  of 
the  Blood,  and  the  great  Lords,  made  very  high  Profeffions  of 
Loyalty  upon  the  King's  Murder,  yet  the  Court  quickly  fell 
into  great  Conftifions. 

This  ^u-ofe  in  part  from  the  ill  Mana^ment  of  the  Queen- 
Regent,  entirely  governed  by  an  Italian  Chamber-maid,  whofe 
Name  was  Eleanor  Galligaij  and  her  Hufband  Caching  Con^ 
chim\  whom  flie  had  made  Marflial  of  France,  by  the  Title 
of  Marfhal  d*jfncre;  and  in  part  alio  from  the  boundleft 
Ambition  of  the  Princes  and  Grandees,  who  could  not  fail  of 
laying  hold  of  fb  favourable  a  Conjundhire  as  a  Minority,  to 
render  themfelves  in  a  manner  abfolute  in  their  refpe£live  Go« 
vemments. 

This  bad  Behaviour  and  immoderate  Power  of  theirs,  pro- 
iluced  many  and  great  Inconveniencies  to  the  People,  who, 
tho*  lefs  expofed  than  at  prefent  to  the  Oppreffion  and  Fleecing 
of  the  Crown-Officers,  were  neverthelefs  as  much  opprefTed 
and  fleeced  by  thofe  Princes  and  Lords,  who,  tho'  they  fome- 
times  mentioned  them  in  their  Speeches  and  Manifcftos  a- 
gainft  the  Court,  yet  never  thought  of  them  at  any  other  Time, 
but  compromised  their  Differences  with  the  Admin iftration  on 
private  and  perfonal  Conditions,  without  the  fmalleft  Notice 
taken  of  the  Publick. 

In  this  manner  things  went  on  till  the  Year  16 15,  when 
the  young  King  efpoufed  the  Infanta  Anna  of  Aujlria,  at  the 
fame  Time  his  Sifter  married  her  Brother  Philip  IV.  By  this 
Match  the  Courage  of  the  Court  was  fo  much  raifcd,  that  they 
adventured  to  arreft  the  Prince  of  Conde^  who  was  looked  on 
as  the  Head   of  the  Malcontents^  ev^n   i4  the  Louvre  \  and 
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liow  hoU  a'Stftoke  this  was  accounted  at  that  Tun^  ixuqr^  ap- 
pear from  hence,  that  Themms  the  Captain  of  the  Gufirds  wb^ 
perfonned  it,  was  for  this  Serviqe  immediately  proiqipte^  ^o  jd^ 
Kank  of  Marihal  oi  France. 

The  King  was  now  in  the  Eye  of  the  La^ir,  Major^  And 
fuppofed  tOx  have  the  Dired^ion  of  A&iri  entirtiy  ii>  b|s 
.own  Hands ;  but  they  wer^  much  more  io  in  tbofc  of  M^j^- 
Aal  d'Ancre^  and  none  were  fi^ffered  in  the  Roy^J  ffefor^ 
who  were  fi^pe£led  of  having  Capacity  enough  to  talk  U>  ihjd^f 
Mafter  on  proper  SubjoSb.  Yet  thefe  Pr€lca;^tion&  did  j^^t 
loBg  avail ;  there  was  a  young  •Gendepiaa  about  th^  C.^uit, 
whofe  Name  was  Luynes^  who,  by  his  Dpctority  in  Hrnitlog^ 
was  miditily  in  the  King*^  pavour ;  and  ihis  Qusdffiptu^ 
nving  mc  Queen's  Favourites  no  Umbrage  he  vvui;s  jwwl^ 
.me  ^Dcefs  to  his  Majeft)",  And  even  to  ^nte^in  hu^  .by  ^ 
BedTide,  in  Confidence  that  he  would  diicourfe  only  ^  Tnfl^s. 

But,  as  it  often  fiills  out,  the  PpliticJ^s  qp^  .n^ftpfjjc 
their  Man.  L%iynesy  iaftead  of  Hories  and  flc!Uod%  t^dk'd  |f> 
the  Kins  of  the  DiftreflTqs  of  the  Kingdom,  dfjke  Jbilcpn(a[its 
qf  the  Nobility,  and  his  own  unworthy  Uiage ;  all  of  whiqi 
he  imputed  to  the  Marflial  ^d^Ancrty  hinting  /aUb,  th^t  as  he 
had  obtained  it  under  one,  he  might  thii^  9AQther  I^u^prlty 
the  moft  convenient  Thing  in  the  Wprld  fpr  (sq^^isiig  hfs 
Greatnels. 

The  King,  who  was  naturally  timo&ous,  needed  nothl^ 
more  to  drive  him  into  A£lion,  and  therqfoce  he  r-diblved  to 
be  before-hand  with  the  Marihal;  with  a  View  to  which,  Or- 
ders were  fent  by  his  Favourite  Z{(^j  to /7/n^'Q^pUyi  of  the 
Guards  to  arreft  him,  which  he  performed  April  yji[L  1617^ 
as  he  entered  the  Louvre, 

The  Marflial  ftepping  back,  as  if  he  intended  to  haveidrawn 
his  Sword,  received  inuantly  three  Piftol  Shots,  and  dying  qn 
the  Spot,  his  Corps  was  afterwards  .expofed  to  the  Fury  of  the 
Popidace ;  his  Wife  was  condemned  as  a  Sorcereft,  to  have  her 
Head  cut  off,  which  was  executed  in  the  Place  di  Gnve^  anfd 
Vitry  was  made  Marfhal  of  France^  for  having  fo  thoroughly 
executed  the  Commands  of  his  Mafter. 

We  may  from  hence  date  the  Adminiftration  of  Lixms  XHL 
who  had  hitherto  little  more  than  the  Tide  of  King ;  and  t^ 
fay  -the  Truth,  it  was  almoft  all  he  was  cs^ble  of  having ; 
but  however,  he  thought  Power  was  as  well  in  the  Hands  of 
his  own,  as  the  Queen-Mother's  Favourites ;  and  therefore 
he  threw  oiF  all  Reftraints  of  that  Sort  entirely.  Tbe 
Queen-Mother,  who  loved  governing,  or  rather  that  thcic 
who  govcrnod  her  ihould  gQvcrn,  was  exceedingly  ^ilpI^JIcd^ 
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mnd  in  the  Year  1615  retired  with  the  Duke  d*Epemon  info 
Ai^ndejme^  which  proved  the  Caufe,  or  at  leaft  the  Pretence^ 
for  exating  firefh  Diibrders^ 

She  was  howeveic  quickly  t'cftored  to  the  King's  Favour^ 
by  the  Interpofition  of  the  Bifhop  oi  Lufon^  whom  fhe  Iiad 
brought  into  his  Councils ;  and  whofe  Abilities  and  match- 
le&  Ingratitude  to  her  who  raifed  him,  made  him  fuffi- 
ciently  known  afterwards  when  he  obtained  the  Title  of 
Cardinal  Richelieu* 

All  this  Time  Luynes  continued  the  Favourite,  obtained 
the  Conftable's  Staff)  and  was  as  powerful^  and  coniequently 
as  much  hated,  as  ever  Marfhal  d'Ancre  had  been.  The  Bi« 
(hop  of  Lufon^  as  yet  only  Secretary  of  State^  and  who  came 
but  flowlv  into  Credit  with  the  King,  contributed  not  a  lit^ 
tie  to  it,  oy  writing,  or  at  leafl  caufui^  to  be  written.  The  Life 
rf  the  Conjiable  D£  LuNA,  a  Spant/h  Favourite;  in  which 
not  only  Luynes's  Character  was  very  freely  treated,  but  the 
King  himfeif  had  his  Pidhure  drawn,  not  ;it  all  to  his  Ad- 
vantage^  •  '  .  * 

By  thefe  Arts,  but  moft  of  all  by  the  Indifcretion  of 
Luynes  himfeif,  who  was  ambitious,  vain,  and  infolcnt,  he 
funk  in  the  Kin^s  Favour,  who  only  looked  for  a  fair  Op- 
portunitv  of  humbling  him,  when  Fortune  fecured  her  Child 
from  faUing,  by  cutting  the  Thread  of  his  Life  when  he  en- 
joy'd  as  yet  die  greateft  rlenitude  of  Power. 

It  was  from  this  Minifter  that  the  Kine  firfl  received  that 
I^an  which  he  afterwards  conffamdy  purfued,  for  weakening 
and  deflroying  the  Proteftant  Party  in  his  Dominions;  as 
long  as  he  livol,  the  Conflable  aflifted  in  the  Profecution  of  it, 
and  the  lafl  A£k  of  his  Life  was  the  Siege  of  MonjUur^  to- 
wards the  End  of  which  he  died ;  but  the  Notions  he  \oui 
put  into  the  King's  Head  were  &r  from  dyine  with  him ;  aUid 
notwidifhnding  thofe  of  the  Reformed  Rdigion  had  great 
Stren^,  and  continued  to  defend  themfelves  vigoroufly,  yet 
their  Power  gradually  declined,  and  they  were  very  glad  to  accept 
of  Tuch  Truces  as  the  King  wduld  grant  them,  in  order  to  re- 
cover themfelves  and  recruit  their  Forces. 

In  1622,  the  Duke  of  i2^^,  who  was  one  of  the  principal 
Nobility  of  that  Party,  fubmittcd  to  the  King,  after  his 
Majefty  had  taken  Mmtpellter^  and  reduced  the  ereatefl  Part 
of  Giiifine.  His  Majeliy  then  proceeded  to  Jkjignorty  and 
cxercifed  there  all  A£b  of  Sovereienty,  which  had  not  bcea' 
done  by  his  Predeceflbrs  for  a  long  Time  before.  He  went  from 
thence  to  GrenMe,  and  fo  to  Lyons  in  the  Month  of  NiVim-' 
her  following,  when  the  Bifhop  of  Lufon  received  the  Car- 
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dinars  Hat,  and  was  from  thence  forward  confidered  as  Prime 
Minifter ;  he  in  a  (hort  Time  gained  fuch  an  Afcendenqr 
over  his  Mailer,  that  he  was  more  diftinguifhed  bj  being 
the  Inftrument  of  his  Minifter's  Proje&s,  than  as  the  Ruler 
of  fo  great  a  Kingdom. 

This  Monarch  was  far  from  wanting  Capaci^r,  or  even 
from  being  indolent,  but  he  had  a  Wealuiefi  of  Conftitutiony 
a  natural  Timidity  in  his  Temper,  and  little  or  no  £duca« 
tion,  fo  that  he  was,  generally  fpeaking,  ienfiUe  ci  his  Un« 
fitnefs  to  fuftain  the  Weight  of  Government,  and  was  glad 
to  devolve  it  upon  other  Men's  Shoulders;  but  then  he  was 
apt  to  grow  j^ous  of  their  Audiority,  and  rqpine  at  tfie 
Sight  of  that  Grandeur  of  which  himfelf,  and  that  too  for  his 
own  Sake,  was  the  fole  Author  and  Caufe, 

Hitherto  he  had  been  governed  by  a  Favourite^  of  verjr 
limited  Abilities ;  but  his  new  Minifter  was  a  Man  of  miite 
another  Caft.  He  had  a  Capacitv  as  extenfive  as  his  Mi* 
niftry  required,  and  a  Spirit  capable  of  fupplying  all  the  De- 
fe6b  of  his  Matter's.  He  laboured  all  he  could  to  make  the 
King  eafy  and  great ;  he  indulged  his  Foibles,  and  extended 
his  Authority ;  but  in  doing  diis,  he  never  confidered  the 
Means,  whether  good  or  bad,  or  had  the  leaft  Concern  for 
»^  the  Confequences. 

He  pofrdTed  his  Mafter  with  an  Opinion  that  his  Govern- 
ment could  not  either  be  fecure,  or  glorious,  till  he  had  com- 
£^      pafled  three  Points.     The  firft  was,  the  Suppreffion  of  the 
TT:.  -    Proteftants ;   for  while  they  fubfifted,  and  had  ftrong  Towns 
\  in  their  Hands,  he  was  Mafter  of  only  a  Part  of  his  SubjeSs, 
and  not  of  his  whole  Kingdom.     The  fecond  regarded  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  the  great  Lords  who  were  entrufted 
with  the  Government,   who,    forgetting  that  they  oWed  all 
thofe  Marks   of  Diftinftion    to  the  Favour    of  the  Cour^ 
were  very  apt  to  pick  Quarrels  with  the  Miniftry,   and  to 
turn  the  Force  in  their  Hands  upon  their  BeneficuSoi^s.     In 
the  third  Place,  he  fliewed  the  King  that  he  could  never  be  iafe 
at  home  while  there  was  a  Power  fupcrior  to  his  own  abroad, 
more  efpccially  if  that  Power  was  his  Neighbour. 

In  fhort  he  iniinuated,  that  ruinins  the  Proteftants,  and 
abaling  the  Nobility,  were  the  fole  Means  of  making  the 
King  eafy  within  his  Realm,  as  reducing  the  Power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Aujhria  was  a  Point  abfolutely  neceflary  to  make 
room  for  the  Gallic  Monarchy,  and  to  give  it  that  Credit 
with  the  reft  of  the  Powers  of  Europe^  that  it  merited  by 
its  Situation  and  Forces. 

The 
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The  King  faw  this  ProjeA  in  die  moft  advantageous 
Li^t  poiGble ;  for  it  fuited  exadly  his  Inclinations,  and  agreed 
in  every  Refpe^l  with  his  Manner  of  thinking.  He  had 
been  bred  with  ftrong  Prejudices  againft  thofe  of  the  Refo-m- 
cd  Rdigion ;  he  had  very  warm  Refentments,  from  the 
UCtLgs  he  had  met  with  from  his  Grandees ;  and  he  had  Am- 
bition enough  to  deflre  that  his  Reign  ihoidd  be  fignalized 
by  Vi£lories  and  Conquefts. 

He  came  therefore  very  readily  into  thePropofals  made  by 
the  Cardinal  j  and  conceiving  rightly  enough  of  his  own 
want  of  Strength,  and  of  the  bold,  enterprizing,  and  yet  folid 
Genius  of  his  Minifter,  he  refolved  to  put  tne  Execution  of 
bis  Plan  entirely  into  his  Hands,  and  to  give  him  all  the 
Afliftance  his  Authority  coulcl  fupply,  for  brmging  it  in  every 
Refpeft  to  full  Pcrffeaion. 

He  began  with  the  Proteftants,  and  the  Manner  in  which 
he  treated  them,  was  fuch,  that .  they  (aw  plainly  enough 
what  they  had  to  cxpeA  ;  and  therefore  exerted  themfelvcs 
to  the  utmoft  for  their  own  Protection  and  Prefervation. 
They  knew  they  had  a  Title  to  their  Privileges  by  the 
Laws,  and  when  Force  was  made  ufe  of  to  overturn  thofe 
Privileges,  they  thought  it  both  reafonable  and  juft  to  have 
recourie  to  the  fame  Method  for  their  Defence. 

To  render  this  the  more  effedhial,  they  found  it  neceflary 
to  apply  themfelves  to  their  Neighbours  of  the  fame  Religion 
for  Affiflance,  which  was  promifed  them  by  King  Charles  I. 
of  Great  Britain^  though  he  married  his  Moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jefty's  Sifter.  The  French  King  perfifted  however,  in  the 
Reiolution  to  execute  his,  or  rather  the  Cardinal's  Scheme; 
and  accordingly  laid  Siege  to  RochelU^  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
Places  in  the  Hands  of  the  Proteftants,  and  a  very  convenient 
Port,  by  which,  fo  long  as  it  continued  in  their  Hands,  thejf 
might  always  receive  buccours  from  England. 

This  Siege  lafted  a  whole  Year,  in  which  Time  the  Eng^ 
lijb  made  two  fruitlefs  Attempts  to  relieve  it ;  and  t  c  Place 
was  at  laft  taken  by  a  Contrivance  of  the  Cardinal's^  who 
commanded  the  King's  Army  in  Chief,  and  had  two  Lieute- 
nant-Generals  to  ?&  under  him ;  for  he  found  Means  to  run  a 
Dyke  acrois  the  Canal,  by  which  they  received  Provifions  and 
Succours,  tho'  with  infinite  Labour,  Expence  and  Trouble ;  fo 
that  the  Inhabitants  were  forced  to  Surrender,  and  fubmit  - 
themfelves  to  the  King's  Mercy,  who  entered  the  Place  in  Tri- 
umph November  i,   1628. 

By  this  B  ow,  the  Proteftants  in  Frame  were  brought  fo 
low,  that  many  of  their  great  Men  were  obU^d  to  q^\\.  ^&Dfc 
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ICingdoiii  i  aiid  ibme,  defpifiaringof  their-Caulcy  though  beff 
to  ^ibrace  the  prevailing  Religion.  Yet  it  was  not  judged 
expedient  to  piocccd  in  this  Matter  witb  Vtolencey  the 
Cardinal  pretending  the  War  was  not  carried  oiv  fo  much 
to  make  them  good  Catholicks  as  good  SubjeSs ;  but  he  rerj 
well  knew  that  when  once  dieir.R)wer  was  gone^  tfie  Re* 
ligion  of  the  King  and  Court  muft  by  Degrees  prevail. 

The  King  was  defirous  that  his  Brother  (hould  many  the 
Princeis  de  Mgnttenfier^  who  was  of  the  Blood  Rdvaly  and  a 
very  rich  Heired  \  but  Mmfuur^  fo  the  Kin^s  wodier  \% 
ftiled  in  France^  difliked  the  Match>  and  was  rather  inclined 
to  marry  fome  Foreign  Princeis ;  upon  which,  the  Caitiinat 
caufcd  Marfhal  iOrnano^  and  the  Count  de  CkaJais^  whom  he 
fufpe£led  to  have  gjiven  that  Prince  this  Advice,  to  be  arrefted  ; 
the  latter  was  (bon  brought  to  his  Trial  before' >  Court  con* 
trived  for  that  Purpofe,  in  whid>  Faculty  the  Carjinal  ex- 
celled, was  condemned  by  them  to  Ipfe  bisHead^  and  loft  it 
accordingly  ;  and  it  is  (uppoied  the  formed  ^uTd  have  fliared 
the  iiameFate'if  hehad  not  diedin  frilbn.. 

The  Du^  of  Orleans  was  at  firft  vesy  angfy,  and  (hewed 
great  Rdleotment  at  the  U&ee  bis  Friends  nad  met  with  ; 
but  at  laft  he  thought  fit  to  M  Into  *the  Cardinal's  Scheme, 
and  to  marry,  the  Princefs  that  had  been  jud^d  Ht  for  him* 
By  this  Step  the  Cardinal  fhewed  what  the  great  Lords 
of  the  Kingdom  were  to  exDc&y  when  he  made  fo  little 
Ceremony  of  humbling  the  nrft  Prli>ce  of  the  Blood,  and 
the  prefumptive  Heir  of  the^QoWn. 

A  War  arifme  in  Ital^y  the  Cardinal  went  thither  in  P^- 
fon,  commanded  the  Kmg's  Armies  in  Chief,  and  the  Mar- 
ihals  Crequiy  De  la  Forces  and  Schdmberg^  a£led  under  him  ^ 
it  is  (aid  he  had  in  View  the  marching  into  the  Neighour- 
hood  of  Rome^  in  cafe  the  Pope,  who  was  then  fick,  had 
died,  in  order  to  have  forced  the  Cardinals  to  advance  him  to 
that  Dignity. 

In  the  mean  time  a  powerful  Party  was  formed  at  Court 
againft  the  Minifter,  of  which  the  Queen  was  the  Head  ;  the 
Marflial  de  Marillacy  his  Brother  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals, 
the  Cardinal  de  BerulUy  the  Duke  de  BelUgarde^  and  the  Mar* 
(hal  de  Bafompierej  -wtit  the  principal  Perfons  concerned.  The 
King  was  at  this  Time  fick  at  Lyons^  and  in  a  Council  held  by 
thefe  great  Men,  fevcral  Methods  were  propofed  of  treating 
the  Cardinal  under  the  new  Reign  \  but  the  King  recovered, 
and  the  Minifter  having  exa£l  Information  of  every  Man's 
Seatiments,  to  (hew  ,the  full  Extent  of  bis  Power,  and  at  the 
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%mt  Time  of  his  Refentmei^t,   punifti'd  every  one  of  them 
-aiipording  to  his  Vote  at  that  Council. 

The  Marihal  de  Marillac  he  put  to  Death,  the  Keeper  of 
4he  Seals  loft  his  Place  and  his  Eftate,  the  Cardinal  de  Bentlle. 
dwi  of  Poifon  or  Grief,  the  Duke  de  Belle^arde  was  removed 
from  Court,  and  Marihal  Baf&mplere  imprifoned  in  the  Bajiile. 
This  offended  the  Queen-Mother  highly ;  but  the  King  was 
fo  far  from  (hewing  any  Concern  for  her  Refcntment,  that 
he  fent  her  Orders  to  retire  to  her  Houfe;  upon  which  (he 
witlidrcw  in  Dlfcontent,  and  went  foon  after  out  of  the  King- 
dom, carrying  the  Duke  of  Or Uafa  with  ^  her. 

It  was* not  long  before  this  produced  an  Infurre£lion,  at 
the  Head  of  whicn  were  the  Djik^  de  Bouillon  and  Montmo- 
nncy ;  but  their  Forces  were  (f<ifeated.  at  Caftelnaudari^  and 
the  latter  taken  Prifoncr.  The  King  then  offered  his  Brother 
his  Pardon  for  what  was  paft,  but  he  iilfifted  upon  the  Pardon 
of  the  Duke,  which  was  pofitively  refufed.  And  he  was  foon 
after  brought  to  Thoubup^  vrhcre  he  -was  condemned  for  high 
Trtafon,  and  (be  loOi  of  Septeni>er  i6;j2«  loft  his  Head 
j)ublickly  uppn  the  SeairoM,  tho*  he  was  the  laft  of  his  Fa- 
mily, whidi  4f^s  looked  upon  as  die  beft  in  Frmua. 

Upon  this  the  Duke  de  Bouillon  thought  proper  to  withdraw 
into  Germany  ^  and  the  Queen-Mother,  and  the  Duke  of  Or^ 
lians^  who  had  gone  again  to  Court,  retired  into  the  Low 
Countries,  and  put  themfelves  under  the  Protection  of  the 
"  Court  oi  Spain.  I  have  dtfown  all  thefe  Fa£b  together,  that 
the  Reader  may  the  better  perceive  widi  what  inflexible  Stea- 
^linefs  the  Cardinal  prosecuted  the  fecond  Part  of  his  Plan. 

We  are  next  to  confider  the  Methods  by  wJildi  the  laft  Part 
of  his  great  Projedt  was  carried  on ;  and  with  regard  to 
this,  we  are  to  obierve,  that  t)ie  Cardinal  perceiving  the  great 
Advantage  4>e  Situation  ^(France  gave  him  of  adding  at  once 
againft  both  Branches  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujhria^  continued  to 
embarrals  Spenn  by  a  War-  in  Italy^  in  which  feveral  of  the 
little  Princes  in  that  Country  were  at  all  Times  readv  to 
offer  their  Services  to  France ;  and  on  the  other  hand  he  found 
Means  to  diftrefs  the  Emperor  by  fupporting  the  Proteftants 
in  Germany^  and  calling  in  the  King  of  Sweden  to  their  A(^ 
fiftance,  at  the  fame  Time  that  he  was  deftroying  them  in 
Frame.  '  • 

But  all  this  could  not  be  done  without  maintaining  a  con* 
liderable  Force,  and  a£ling  on  many  Sides  at  once^  which 
none  of  the  former  Kins  of  France  had  been  able  to  do  ;  but 
the  Cardinal  found  .Ways  and  Means  to  keep  up  numerous 
Armies,  commanded  by  Officers  entirely  dependent  upon  die 
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King,  or  rather  upon  hixnTdf,  which  at  the  fame  Time  thitt 
they  afted  againft  the  Enemies  Abroad,  kept  the  DKcontented 
in  Awe  at  Home. 

•  Thus  in  1635,  when  the  King  declared  War  againft  Spah^ 
after  ading  againft  that  Crown  for  feveral  Years  together, 
under  Pretence  of  affifting  his  Allies,  he  was  oblig^  to  have 
five  Armies  in  the  Field,  one  in  the  Low  Countries^  ano- 
ther in  Germany^  a  Third  in  Italy^  a  Fourth  in  FrantheCnnU^ 
and  a  Fifth  in  Roujftllony  befides  two  Fleets,  one  under  the 
Command  of  the  Archbifhop  of  BeurdeauXf  and  another  un- 
der feveral  Officers. 

It  is  very  true,  that  thefe  Fleets  were  very  far  from  being 
confiderablc ;  but  however,  it  is  rather  wonderful  that  he  had 
any  Fleets,  than  that  they  were  fmall ;  for  in  &£t,  his  Father 
.had  not  fo  much  as  a  Ship  of  War.  But  the  Cardinal  was- the 
great  Spring  and  Manager  of  all ;  he  commanded  the  Armies 
of  France^  when  it  was  neceflary,  with  the  Power  of  Confta- 
blc ;  and  he  aflumed  the  entire  DiieAion  of  Naval  Afiairs, 
with  the  Title,  of  Grand-Mafter  in  Chief,  and  Sur-Intendant 
General  of  the  Navigation  and  Commerce  oi  France. 

As  he  had  thus  the  whole  Power  of  the  Kingdom  in  his 
Hands,  he  was  the  firft  that  ihewed  the  mighty  Keiburces  of 
France ;  and  partly  by  Force,  partly  by  Fraud,  fometimes  by 
the  Help  of  numerous  Armies,  but  more  frequently  by  (ilent 
Intris;ues,  he  fo  diftrefied  and  weakened  both  the  Emperor  and 
the  King  of  Spain^  that  they  faw  they  were  in  no  Condi* 
tion  of  continuing  the  War ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  found 
themfelves  at  a  Lofs  how  to  extricate  themfelves  out  of  it  by 
a  fafe  and  honourable  Peace. 

In  former  Times  they  had  been  ab}e  to  create  Diverfions  in 
France^  by  affifting  fuch  Lords  as  were  difcontented  with  the 
Court ;  they  tried  the  (ame  Method  now,  but  not  with  their 
ufual  Succefs  :  For  in  the  Year  1641,  the  Count  de  Sdffinsj  a 
Prince  of  the  Blood,  and  a  moft  inveterate  Enemy  of  the  Carr 
dinal's,  loft  his  Life  in  the  Battle  of  Sedan,  after  he  had  ob* 
tained  the  Victory;  and  it  is  thought  was  aflaiSnated  by  a 
Perfon  employed  for  that  Purpofe  by  the  Cardinal. 

The  Duke  de  Bouillon,  who  was  alfo  engaged  in  this  Affiur, 
retired  into  the  ftron^  Fortrefs  of  Sedan,  of  which  he  was 
Sovereign,  and  which  m  thofe  Days  was  looked  upon  as  im*> 
pregnable ;  yet  fcarce  thinking  himielf  in  Safety  there,  upon 
the  King's  Approach  he  came  out,  and  threw  himfelf  at  bis 
Feet,  by  which  Means  he  received  at  that  Time  his  Life» 
from  a  well-timed  but  diiTembled  Mercy, 
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But  the  Cardinal  pradifed  this  Mediod  with  fuch  Succds, 
in  Favour  of  Francty  as  not  only  produced  immediate  and 
important  £iFe£b,  but  fudi  alfo  as  for  ever  weakened  the 
Power  of  both  diofe  Potentates.  Thus,  on  the  Part  of  Spaln^ 
Catalonia  was  engaged  to  revolt,  which  drew  the  entire  At- 
tention of  the  Spamjh  Miniftry  on  that  Side,  and  fo  made 
Way  for  the  Houfe  of  Bragan^a  to  mount  the  Throne  of 
Portugal^  and  maintain  itfelf  on  the  other. 

In  Germanyy  befides  drawing  many  Princes  into  a  dofc 
League  againft  the  Emperor,  his  own  moft  able  and  Succefi- 
ful  General,  Count  IVaUeflein^  afterwards  Duke  of  Friedlandy 
was  debauched  from  his  Obedience,  and  encouraged  to  think 
of  rendering  himfelf  Mailer  of  his  native  Country  of  Bohemia^ 
And  fo  many  Adventurers  at  the  Head  of  mercenary  Armies 
were  fupportoi  by  France  in  the  Empire,  that  the  Chief  of  it 
knew  not  how  to  a£l ;  and  all  the  Members  of  the  Gernia^ 
nick  Body  found  themfelves  obliged  to  let  France  didate  the 
Terms  of  Peace,  which  were  the  Contrivance  of  this  Cardinal, 
tho'  his  Scheme  after  his  Death  was  executed  in  its  full  Ex- 
tent  by  his  Succeilbr  Cardinal  Mazarin. 

The  Part  that  Britain  might  have  taken  in  fuch  a  buly 
Scene,  was  doubtfiil ;  and  therefore,  by  way  of  Prevention, 
or  Precaution,  the  Scots  were  ftirred  up  againft  King  Charles  L 
and  encouraged  (to  revenge  the  Succours  he  had  given  the 
RocheUers)  to  demand  the  Protection  of  FranU  againft  their 
natural  Prince.  This  Humour  fpreading  Southward,  pro- 
duced the  Civil  War,  in  which  the  Cardinal  held  Intelligence 
with  both  Parties  (that  is,  in  the  Beginning)  and  by  inft- 
nuating  evil  Impremons  of  one  Side  to  the  odier,  prevented 
all  Poffibility  of  Reconciliation,  which  brought  oh  the  End. 

In  half  and  in  Holland^  the  fame  Methods  were  purfued ; 
and  the  mi|hty  Honours  paid  by  the  French  Ambafladors  to 
die  dien  Pnnce  of  Orange^  were  calculated  to  kindle  thofe 
Jealouiie^  and  Heart-burnings,  that  were  very  near  fubverting 
that  Common- Wealth,  By  Arts  like  thefe.  Cardinal  Riche^ 
Beu  in  a  very  fliort  Space  of  Time  intircly  changed  the  Face 
of  Things }  and  from  overgrown  Power,  unreafonable  In- 
fluence, and  a  kind  of  univerfal  Monarchy,  reduced  the  Houfe 
of  Aujlria  to  Weakneis  on  one  Side,  and  to  a  very  limited 
Authority  on  the  other,  drew  over  many  of  its  Allies,  and 
fiiehted  the  reft  from  fliewing  any  Affeflion  towards  that  Fa- 
miry.  So  that  we  may  from  hence  difcern  what  vaft  Defigns 
one  reftleis  and  able  Genius  can  efFed,  when  it  has  its  full 
Scope  and  fit  Matter  to  work  itpon,  which  wa$  preciiely  this 
Minifter's  Cafe. 
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Thefe  mighty  Tbingi  pedfbnncd  for  ^  Service^  the  JDwmI 
Monardiy^  as  wdl  as  enlarging  thiePpwer  of  the  Kingn  dio*  thi^ 
railed  Csudinal  RicbeUiu  m  die  Opinion  and  Efteem  of  his 
MafloTf  yet  were  they  very  far  from  gaining  his  Affeftion. 
We  have  already  ^ven  the*.Reader  his  Cbarafier,  and  from 
thence  it  will  appear  that  he  was  incapable  of  loving  any  tiling 
from  the  natural  Timidity  of  his  Temper ;  which  prompting 
him  to  part  with  his  Authority  for  the  Support  of  his  Gq- 
vcmmentt  at  the  fame  Time  inclined  him  to  be  cjmeBidy 
jealous  and  fufpidoils  of.  thoie  to  whom  he  parted  with  it, 
though  they  managed  hfver  fo  nuich  to  his  Advantage. 

He  had  oeen  governed  in  his  Minority,  and  for  (bme  Yean 
after,  by  the  Queen  his  Mother,  whom  he  treated  in  tbe  rp- 
mainine  Part  of  hi^  F>ci0i  with  g^xat  IRieour,  if  not  Inhuma- 
nity. xHe  madef  JJfe  ot  his  Favourite  Uie  ConibUe  JLupm 
to  humble  all  that  had  bean  attached  to  his  |bf  other,  yet:  he 
conceived  fuch  Eovyifuid  Hatred  towards  hifn,  as  was  aUo- 
lutdy  unbecoiping  a  Frings  j.for  he  was  wont  to  complain, 
ihfii  bis  Palacg  was  nfit  big  nouffi  U  hM  ifv^  Kings.  .  And 
when  the  EngBJb  AmbafTador  went  to  confer  with  theCoiv- 
ftable,  who  a^ed  as  Prime  Minifter,  he  fiud  to  diem  that 
vrtit  about  him.  The  Ambaffadtr  is  gmu  U  take  his  AsiJumt 
$f  tbi  King  Luynes.  Nay,  when  the  Conftable  came  into 
ius  Pretence,  with  many  of  the  Nobility.  aboUt  him,  he  ihewed 
his  Uneafinef^  and  the  W^ne&  of  nis  Temper  ftill  moic^ 
by  whifpering  to  fome  that  were  near  him.  Hen  cnsus  tbi 
Court, 

He  was  afraid  of  the  Biihop  ofLufan*s  Abilities,  becauie  he 
believed  him  de\'ot^  to  his  Mother,  and  on  that  Account 
removed  him  once  from  his  Council;  but  when  he  perceived 
his  Ambition  was  fo  great,  as  to  extinguifh  all  Sei\timent8 
of  Gratitude  for  the  Princefs  who  had  raifed  him,  he  honour- 
ed him  with  his  intire  (Confidence,  procured  him  a  Hat  froni 
Rcme,  and  made  him  as  abfolute  both  in  Church  aii^  State, 
as  it  was  poffihle  for  him  to  be.  .... 

Yet  by  D^ees  he  grew  jealous  even  of  him ;  and  as .  h^ 
Power  was  infinitely  fuperior  to  thait  of  Jormer  Miniften,- 
or  t6  fay  the  1  nith,  than  that  of  former  Kines,  he  hate^ 
him  exceflivdy.  The  Cardinal,  who  knew  hb  Nutter's  Tem- 
per exa£U}^,  and  that  he  could  no  more  be  without  a  Fa- 
vourite than  a  MiniAer,  judged  it  convenient  to  give  him 
one,  a  Man  of  an  agreeable  Behaviour,  and  under  great  Ofali- 
[  at  ions  to  himfelf,  to  prevent  a  worfe  Choice 

The  Perfon  he  pitched  upon  was  Mr.  CinqttemarSf  the  Son 
cf  the  late  Marfhal  iBffiist^  whole  Fortune  he  had  mad^  and 

of 
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of  whofe  Fidelity,  therefore  he  thought '  himfelf  figure  But 
the  King  corrupted  his  Favourite,  i^  making  hiqi  the  Coii- 
fident  oThis  Averfion  for  his  Minifter.  Bcudesy'the  Andbir 
tioii  of  the  young  Mgn  was  as  boundliefi.  as  that  of  thft  Car- 
diiud  ',  and  he  had  formed  in  his  own  Breaft  fuch  SchdiiBs 
of  Greatnefs,  as  he  was  (cnfible  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the 
yicws  oi  RUheUeu.  It  was  natural  for  him  therefore,  accord- 
ing to  the  Pohcy  of  Courts,  to  with  the  Deftru&ion  of  a 
jMiniflcr,  whofe  Power  was  incompatible  with  his  Hopes. 

He  was  fenfible,  that  notwithRandine  his  Obligations  'to 
him,  the  King  would  no^  be  difpleafed  with  the  CardinaPs 
pall ;  but  he  was  fcnfible  at  the  fame.  Time,  that  his  Mafter 
wanted  Spirit  to  accom(diih  what  he  defired  %  and  this  droVe 
him  to  think  of  the  defperate  Method  of  depriving  Riche- 
lieu of  Life  and  Fortune  at  once  by  an  Aflaiffination.  He 
remembered  the  Fate  of  the  Queen  Mother's  Favourite,  and 
that  it  was  the  firft  Step  to  the  Greatneis  of  Luynes ;  and 
he  had  himfelf  an  Intrigue  with  a  great  Princeis,  whom 
he  had  Hopes  of  marrying,  if  he  arrived  at  the  Dignity  of 
Conflable. 

But  by  a  Train  of  unfon;(een  Accidents,  and  that  Confu- 
fion  Off  Mind,  which  is  natural  to  Men  who  are  embarked 
in  dark  and  dangerous  De(iens,  he  did  not  carry  this  Con(pi- 
racy  againft  the  O^inal  into  Execution,  in  tne  Manner  he 
intended ;  and  die  G>nfequence  of  this  v^as,  that  the  Cardinal 
came  to  be  quickly  informed  of  all  that  had  been  contrived 
againft  him. 

He  did  not  inunediatdy  take  that  Vengeance  which  might 
have  been  expeded  from  a  Man  of  his  Spirit  and  Refolution, 
which  yras  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  Circumflances  of 
Affairs,  but  niqre  to  an  Indifpofttion  of  Body ;  he  kept  there- 
fore at  a  Diftance  from  the  Court,  took  the  neceflary  Precau- 
tions for  the  Security  of  his  Perfon,  and  very  wifely  waited  to 
fee  what  Time  would  produce. 

M.  de  Cinquemars^  who  could  not  but  perceive  the  Danger  he 
was  in,  had  recourfe  for  hi$  Security  to  Meafures  which 
ended  in  his  Deftru^on.  He  knew  that  the  Duke  of  Or- 
Uians^  the  King's  Brother,  hated  the  Minifter  as  heartily  as 
he  did;  he  knew  that  the  Duke  de  Bouillon^  and  others  of 
the  principal  Nobility,  were  of  the  (ame  Sentiments;  he  thought 
therefore,  if  he  could  en|age  then>*iii  his  ^Party,  and  diaw 
them  into  a  Trea^  with  Sfain^  they  might  make  themielves 
fure  of  Safety,  if  not  or  Succefi ;  and  in  this  Defign  he 
proceeded  iartbcr  than  in  the  former,  for  thofeV^eat  Men 

came 
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dtae  Tiei^ity  into  bis  Purpofe^  and  by  the  Affiftanoe  of  Mr. 
FoniraUUs^  the  Treaty  with  his  Githoiick  Majefty  was  con* 
dudecL 

The  principal  Aitides  of  this  Treaty  were,  that  the  King 
€S  France  Ihould  fiirniih  Monfieur  with  twelve  thpufandFoot 
^d  five  diou&nd  Hoife,  Ibould  fupply  him  alfo  with  four 
Irandred  diouiand  Crowns  for  levying  Soldiers  in  France^  and 
twelve  thouiand  Crowns  a  Month  towards  their  Pay.  The 
Duke  Je  Boutlkn  was  to  have  a  Penfion  of  forty  thouiand 
Crowns,  and  Mr.  Cinquentars  the  fame.  The  latter  commu- 
nicated the  whole  State  of  Ailairs  to  his  Friend  M.  de  TTmt^ 
a  Man  of  great  Worth  and  Probity,  who  diffuaded  him 
finom  proceedmg  on  this  Scheme,  and  exprefled  a  juft  Foie- 
fight  of  the  dreadful  Calamities  with  which,  whatever  Turn 
it  took,  it  muft  be  attended. 

The  Cardinal's  withdrawing  from  Affairs  produced  many 
Inconveniendes,  which  the  King  quickly  perceived,  and  had 
Senie  and  Penetration  enough  to  difcover  that  the  Rain  of 
Jticbeliais  Power  would  be  attended  with  that  of  his  Autho- 
rity, of  which  he  was  flill  more  jealous  than  of  his  Minifter : 
Tnis  fooh  led  to  a  Reconciliation ;  and  the  Queen,  who  hatdi 
the  Cardinal  as  much  as  any  of  his  Enemies,  having  been  in- 
formed  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans  of  fome  Part  of  his  Ddlign,  and 
perceivine  it  would  be  attended  with  difagrecable  ConfequeiKXS 
to  herfel^  in  cafe  of  the  King's  Death,  diicovered  all  fhe 
knew  to  the  Cardinal,  notwithfnmding  her  Averiion  for  him« 
The  King  was  no  fooner  acquainted  with  this,  than  he  conii- 
dered  it  in  the  fame  Light  the  Cardinal  wifhed  he  (hould  confi- 
der  it,  as  a  downright  and  dangerous  Rebellion. 

The  Duke  iU  nouillonj  M.  CinquemarSy  and  M.  de  Tbm 
were  feized ;  the  Vifcount  de  Fontrailles  took  care  to  iinth- 
draw  in  Time,  and  thereby  efcaped  the  Fate  of  his  Friends. 
M.  Cinquemars  and  M.  de  Thou  were  condemned,  the  former 
for  Trcafon,  and  the  latter  for  concealing  that  Treafon  when 
dildofed  to  him,  to  lofe  their  Heads ;  and  this  Sentence  was 
immediately  put  in  Execution.  M.  Cinquemars  was  not  much 
pitied,  but  the  whole  Nation  was  under  a  remarkable  Concern  for 
M.  de  Thim^  who  was  the  Son  of  the  great  Prefident  of  the  fame 
Namefr  and  was  thought  to  have  owed  his  Death  to  the  ill  Cha*> 
lafier  defervedly  given  by  the  Prefident  to  the  Uncle  of  the  Car^ 
dinal,  in  his  acimirable  Hiftory. 

As  for  the  Duke  de  BouiUony  tho'  this  was  not  either 
Ms  firft  or  his  fccond  Offence,  yet  his  Life  was  ijpared  upon 
his  furrendering  into  the  Kin^s  Hands  the  Citadel  and  Princi^ 

pality 
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psQhy  of  Sedany  which  was  his  Property,  and  was  a  Place  of 
Tcrv  great  Confcquence.  Thus  ended  the  Confptraqr,  which 
iiiftead  of  deftroying  either  the  Perfon  or  Power  of  the  Caitli- 
nal^  contributed  to  the  Security  of  the  former,  and,  if  poffible, 
to  the  enlarging  of  the  latter,  but  very  plainly  to  the  Eftabliib- 
nent  of  both. 

The  Year  1642  was  fetal  to  the  Enemies  of  the  Cardinal  de 
Hichelieu^  and  to  himfelf.  On  the  3d  of  July  the  Queen- 
Mother,  Adary  de  MeMcis^  breathed  her  laft  at  Cohgftj  in  die 
fixtv-eighth  Year  of  her  Aee,  having  fufFered  a  long  Pcrfe- 
cution,  and  fome  Years  in  xianifhment,  from  the  unnatural 
Severity  of  her  Son,  and  the  unrelenting  Hate  of  the  Car- 
dinal, tho'  {he  had  been  a  very  tender  Mother  to  the  for- 
mer, and  a  very  kind  Miftrefs  to  the  latter,  who  was  indebted 
to  her  for  his  Hrft  Preferments,  and  for  his  Introdu<EUon  to 
that  Power,  which  with  fo  much  Inhumanity  he  had  exerdfed 
againft  her. 

On  the  eleventh  of  September  following,  Cinquemars  and 
Je  TbtfU  loft  their  Heads  at  Lyons ;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth 
of  the  fiune  Month  Sedan  was  yielded  into  the  King's  Hands. 
Thefe  ereat  and  happy  Turns  of  Fortune  feem'd  to  revive  tbe 
Cardinsd  from  the  Grave.  He  had  long  languiihed  under  a  pain- 
ful and  dangerous  Diftemper,  which  terminated  at  lengm  in 
m  Cancer  in  his  Arm,  which  the  Phyficians  could  not  cuit» 
ind  to  the  Anguiih  which  it  created  uiey  could  ^ve  litde  or 
HoJlelief. 

His  Strength  deca/d  daily,  and  with  it  his  Spirits  funk  lb 
much,  that  ne  was  unab]e  to  rife;  yet  he  quitted  the  City 
of  Ly9ns  the  Day  that  the  Gentlemen  were  executed,  and  was 
cairied  in  a  Litter  on  Mens  Shoulders  to  Fontainbleau^  where 
the  King  then  was.  He  came  thither  in  OSfober^  quitted  his 
Bed,  waited  on  his  Majefty  with  as  much  Afliduity,  and  ap« 
plied  himfelf  to  Buiinefs  with  as  much  Vigilance  and  A£ti- 
vity  as  ever.  But  after  fix  Weeks  Refpite  his  Diftemper 
attacked  him  again  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  left  hiih  no  Hopes 

ofeicapine. 

The  lung  did  him  the  Honour  of  a  Vifit,  and  exprefled 
moch  Concern  at  the  Condition  in  which  he  found  him; 
but  there  is  Reafon  to  doubt  of  the  Sincerity  of  Ms  Ma« 
jefl/s  Grief,  fince  after  the  Cardinal's  Decsafe,  which  hap- 
pened on  the  fourth  of  December  following,  he  (eemed  to  be 
irery  well  pleafed  at  finding  himfelf  delivem  finom  a  Minifter 
whofe  Power  he  dreaded,  and  from  whom  he  knew  not  how 
to  take  it  away. 

A  ftiongef 
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.  Afirongor  Proof 'of  his  Sentiments  in  this  RdpediiPM  lib 
letting  at  Liberty,  and  recalling  to  Court,  fuch  of  theCanlH 
i^'s  Enemies  as  were  either  imprironed  or  baniflied  at  dc 
Time  of  his  Demife ;  fuch  as  the  Marlhals  deFitrj^  dt  Bsfm- 
J^t^  ^Eirus^  and  (everal  others  ^  who  imn^iediatdv  reomud 
to  his  Prefence,  and  were  well  received.  Such  are  tne  Viitufs 
of  fome  Minifters !  and  the  Gratitude  of  fome  Kings ! 
.  It. was  not  long  that  the  King  enjoyed  that  Liber^^th 
which  be  was  fo  much  plcafed.  He  had  fufiised  fdt  tons 
Years  and  upwards  by  a  painful  Diftemper,  which  weakened 
him  exceedingly,  and  which  had  fcveral  Times  reduced  him 
to  the  Point  dF  Deadu  tlis  bad  Habit  of  Body,  and  his 
Neglect  of  all  Regimen,  made  his  Malady  abfelutdy  incur- 
able 9  and  the  JprU  following  the  CardinaTs  Death,  me  King 
found  his  own  approaching  fo  haftily,  that  he  thoi^bt  fit  to 
draw  up  a  Declaration  for  fettling  the  Govtrnmcat  of  the 
Kingdom  after  his  Deceife.    .  ' 

Ine  principal  Points  of  this.Dedatation  were  diefe:  That 

.  the  Qiiccn  hifi .  Wife  ihould  be  R^ent  during  the  Minority 

.  of  his  Son ;  that  his  only  Brother,  the  Duke  oiOrktau^  fbnuM 

be  the  King's  Lieutenant  throughout  the  Realm,  and  PrefiddH 

.  of  the  Queen's  Council^  and,  in  cafe  of  his  Abfence^  the  Prince 

.  ofCMdi.    This  Council  of  R^ncy  was  to  be  compofed  <^tbe 

Peribns  before-mentioned,  the  Duke  of  lAnguivilU^  jhiBus  M§^ 

zaritty   (for  ^hom  Richelieuy   a  little  before  his  Death,   had 

procvrcd  the  Cardinal's  Hat,)   the  Chancellor  of  France^  the 

Sur-Intendant  of  the  Finances,  arid  M.  Chavigny.    The  King 

caufcd  this  Declaration  to  be  figned  by  the  C^eeo,  and  by 

Monfieun    The  Prince  of  C^nde  and  the  ChanceUor  cairied  it 

to  the  Parliament  of  Parisy  where  it  was  regifter'd  iStvt  aift  of 

Jpril  1643. 

The  King  furvived  to  the  14th  of  May^  and  then  died  in 
cxceffive  Agonies  both  iii  Mind  and  Body.  He  was  chiefly 
troubled  at  his  unnatural  Severity  to  the  Queen  his  Mother,  to 
whom  he  had  refufed  J>ave  to  return  into  franci  when  ihe 
made  him  the  utmoft  Submiflions,  and  when  he  had  not  4ie 
leaft  Reafon  to  apprehend  any- Thing  from  her  Kttum  that 
could  give  him  Uneafinefs.  He  regretted  likewife  the  Rimir 
of  R^IMs  Adminiflption,  and  the  Blood  that  had  been  iiied 
thereby. 

He  annexed  the  County  of  RouJpJhn  to  his  Kingdom,*  and 
inlaig^  the  Royal  Authority  far  beyond  its  ancient  and  l^al 
Bouiids.  This  was  the  great,  the  difliiiguiihing  Charafleriftick 
of  his  Reign,  which  induced  me  to  take  fo  much  Pains  to  fhew 
in  a  narrow  Ccmpafs,  how  fo  great  a  Change  was  brought  about, 

Yet 
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"Yet  after  all  that  has  been  laid,  it  can  be  but  impcrfbdHjr  under- 
flood,  unleis  it  be  more  particularly  (hewn  what  that  Chan^ 
Was,  which  was  thus  made. 

Before  this  Time  the  Nobility  were  potent,  and  even  Ae 
meanefl  of  the  People  were  in  fonie  Meafure  free;  but  at 
his  Deccafe  the  Royal  Authority  had  almoft  fwallow'd  up  all ; 
and  Mens  Safeties  and  Fortunes,*  as  well  as  Power  and  Prefer- 
ment, depended  on  the  Will  of  the  King  and  his  Minifters* 
Yet  fuch  was  the  abjeft  Flattery,  or  rather  riciculous  Folly 
of  ihofe  Times,  that  his  Subjects  beftowcd  on  him  the^  Sip- 
name  of  ^Juft ;  as  if  he  had  been  more  careful  in  obferving 
the  Laws,  and  maintaining  the  ancient  and  legal  Conftitutioa 
of  France^  than  any  of  his  Predeceflbra  \  whereas  in  fa(Sl,  he  did 
more  towafds  deftroying  it,  than  all  the  Kings  that  had  idgoed 
before  him. 

It  is  true,  this  did  not  proc^  fo  much  from  himfdf  as  from 
his  Minifter;  but  that  Minifter  could  have  done  nothing 
without  the  Afliftanee  of  his  Authority ;  and  if  h^  had  pie-! 
ferred  the  Wd&re  of  his  SVibjedb  to  the  Pofl'eflion  of  bound- 
lefe  Power,  he  would  never  have  given  into  his  Schemes,  But 
fo  hx  was  the  King  from  difapproving  the  Plan  that  RuheSem 
had  laid  down^  or  ticfiring  his  Projects  might  be  laid  aiide» 
that  he  provided  to  the  very  laft,  and  even  by  the  Dodaradon 
which  he  fent  to  th^  Parliament  for  the  putting  them  in  £joc- 
cution,  and  that  in  their  utmoft  Extent,  bv  giving  a  Phoe 
in  the  Council  of  Regency  to  Cardinal  AiaTMrin^  t!ie  Cica- 
ttire  and  Difciple  of  Richelieu^  who  purfucd  his  Mafter^s  In* 
fbru£lions,  if  not  with  equal  (J';  lius,  yet  with  much  greater 
Cunning ;  fo  that  in  the  Space  of  thirty-feven  Years,  (for  fo 
long  the  Miriiftry  of  thefe  Cardinals  lafied)  the  Dcfign  of  ren- 
dering the  Goverimient  oi  France  (v^hich  in  former  Times  re- 
fembied  the  other  Governments  of  Europe)  an  abfolute  Mo- 
narchy, was  brought  to  bear,  not  more  to  the  Oppreffion  and 
Misfortune  of  thofe,  who  from  being  Subje(5b  only,  were  made 
Slaves  thereby,  than  to  the  Terror  and  Confufion  of  all  Cbrijiin^ 
dsm  ever  fmce. 

It  was  thought  requifite  to  infift  longer,  and  to  explain 
the  Events  of  this  Reign  the  more  clearly,  becaufe  if  the 
Reader  will  attentively  confidcr  them,  he  muft  difcern  why 
France  is  much  more  formidable  to  her  Neighbours  now  thin 
Ihe  was  formerly,  when  perhaps  her  real  Strength  was  greater, 
and  with  what  Reafon  there  is  fo  much  Jealoufy  had  of  her 
Defigns  beyond  thofe  of  any  other  Power.  We  may  iikewife 
from  the  foregoing  Account  of  this  extraordinary  Reign,  de« 
duce  three  Obfervatiom  of  the  greateii  Conre<iuence  in  regard 
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to  Govcmmisnt  fn  general,  and  which  ought  to  be  perpe* 
tually  in  the  Minds  of  thofe  who  defire  their  Poftcrity  fliouU 
remain  as  free  as  themfelves  have  been,  and  confequendy  to 
have  their  own  Memoiies  revered,  as  juft  Aflcrtors  of  Publick 
Liberty. 

The  firji  is,  That  the  perfonal  Charaders  of  Princes  are* 
not  of  any  great  Confeouence  in  changing  of  Governments. 
Lewis  the  Juji  was,  in  Parts,  very  far  inferior  to  Henry  the 
Great  J  anci  yet  he  acquired  much  greater  Power  by  liftening  to 
the  Si^eftions  of  a  Minifter  who  governed  him,  whereas  his 
Father  governed  his  Minifters  and  his  Subjedh  himfelf.  There 
are  very  great  Qualities  requifite  in  a  Prince  who  aims  himfdf 
at  overturning  a  Conftitution ;  but  a  paffive  Obftinacy  is  a 
Quality  not  hard  to  be  met  with,  and  diis  condu£ted  by  a  de» 
figning  Minifter  will  do  the  Wprk  as  well. 

Secondly^  There  is  nothing  fo  dangerous  in  anv  limited  Mo- 
narchy, or  mixed  State,  as  fyftcmatical  Adminiftrations,  whe- 
ther they  are  calculated  to  introduce  Tyranny  or  Corruption  ; 
which,  in  the  Body  Politick,  differ  from  each  other  no  more 
than  an  Inflammation  and  a  Mortification  in  a  natural  Body ; 
that  is,  the  former  is  more  alarming,  and  the  latter  more,  or 
at  leaft  to  the  full  as  dangerous. 

Thirdfy^  Such  Alterations  can  never  be  wrought  but  by  an 
artful  Management  of  PaSflons^  which  are  never  fo  dangerous 
to  the  Freedom  of  a  People,  as  when  they  are  connived  at, 
and  tampered  with,  by  a  Court.  When  the  Phyjician  and  the 
Dlfeafe  are  agreed,  the  Patient^  let  his  Confiitutson  be  ever  h 
good,  cannot  lajl  long.  But  let  us  return  now  from  ReflefHons 
to  Hiflory. 

LewiT  XIV.  fucceeded  his  Father  at  the  Age  of  four  Years 
and  eight  Months,  under  the  Tutelage  of  his  Mother  Anne  of 
Aujiria^  Daughter  of  PhiUp  III.  King  of  Spain,  His  long 
Reign,  the  Evennefs  and  Firmnefs  of  his  Temper,  the  Va- 
riety of  Opportunities  that  offered,  and  which,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  no  Prince  knew  better  how  to  turn  to  his  own  Advantage^ 
enabled  him  to  compleat  what  his  Parent  and  Predeceflbr  had 
begun ;  and  therefore  a  juft  and  comprehenfivc  Idea  of  his  Reign 
is  abfolutely  neccflary,  to  fuch  as  are  inclined  to  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  rolitical  State  of  Europe. 

In  order  to  contribute  to  this  as  far  as  is  poffible,  and  yet 
keep  as  much  within  Bounds  as  fo  fruitful  and  fo  extcnhve 
a  Subjedl  will  allow,  we  fhall  divide  the  general  Reprefenta- 
tion  of  this  Reign  into  jive  diflinft  Periods;  in  each  of 
which  we  (hall  endeavour  to  point  out  the  ruling  Maxim 
that  was  purfued,  the  Means  that  were  made  ufe  of  for '  its 

Accom- 
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Accomplifhment,  and  how  br  theywece  or  wei^  not  attended 
with  Succefs. 

Thefe  Periods  fball  be  from  the  Acceffion  of  the  King  in 
26439  to  the  Peace,  of  the  Pyrennas  in  1660  3  from  that  Peace 
to  the  Treaty  concluded  at  Nimeguen  in  1679 ;  from  the 
Peace  of  Ntmeguen  to  that  of  Ryfwick  in  1697;  from  the 
Peace  of  Ryfwick  to  that  of  Utrecht  in  17 1 2 ;  from  the  Peace 
of  Utrecht  to  the  Death  of  Lewis  the  XI Vth  in  1715,  By 
confidering  the  Events  within  thefe  five  Periods  with  proper 
Attention,  we  fludl  be  able  to  difcem  how  the  Govern* 
ment  of  France  was  intirely  modelM  into  as  abfolute  a  Mo* 
narchy  as  ever  exifted  $  how  the  Power  of  that  Crovm  has 
gradually  increafed  at  the  Expence  of  its  Ndehbours^  to  that 
formidable  Greatnefs  which  rendered  it  the  Terror  of  Europe 
at  the  opening  of  the  prefent  Century,  and  how  it  elcaped 
being  reduced  within  reafonable  Bounds  by  a  grand  Alliance^ 
as  happily  conduded  in  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  g^eral  War,  as 
it  was  wifely  concerted  in  the  Beginning  of  it. 

Thefe  are  Things  of  fach  Importance,  that  without  a  dear 
and  perfe<^  Notion  of  them,  it  is  fimply  impoffible  to  have 
any  true  and  well-grounded  Conceptions  of  die  prefent  State 
of  Europe,,  and  the  rcfpedive  Interefts  of  its  feveral  Powers  | 
much  lefs  any  Degree  of  Forefight  as  to  future  Events,  and 
what  the  Confequences  may  be  of  the  Increafe  or  Decline 
of  the  Power  and  Influence  of  this  ambitious  and  all-grafping 
Crown. 

-  We  will  begin  then  with  a  fuccin6l  Account  of  what  pailed 
under  the  Regency  of  the  Queea-Mother,  whofe  firft  and  fet- 
tled Maxim  was  to  increafe  and  extend  her  Authority  to  the 
« utmoft ;  in  order  to  which,  (he  emplo/d  all  the  Arts  natural 
to  her  Sex,  to  gain  the  Hearts,  or  at  leaft  the  Voices  of  the 
principal  Perfons  of  the  Kingdom,  during  the  laft  Blnefi  of 
her  Confort ;  fo  that  within  four  Days  aner  his  Deceafe,  (he 
obtained  a  Declaration  from  the  Parliament  of  Parisy  by  which 
(be  was  appointed  folely  and  fimply  Regent  of  the  Kingdom 
during  the  Minority  of  her  Son.  And  within  four  Hours  af- 
ter obtaining  this  Declaration,  which  entirely  cancelled  diat 
of  the  late  King  figned  by  herfelf,  and  approved  by  the  lame 
Parliament ;  (he  placed  Cardinal  Mazarin  at  the  Head  of  her 
Council. 

As  this  Minifter  conduced  the  Affairs  of  France  with  great 
Variety  of  Fortune  for  eighteen  Years,  and  as  he  is  fuppofed  to 
have  given  his  Mafter  that  Plan  of  Policy  purfued  through  his 
long  Reign  ;  and  which,  for  any  thin?  that  appears  to  the  con- 
trary, is  ttill  purfued  j  it  will  be  neceftary  to  enter  more  parti- 
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cularly  into  bis  Chai^a^br^  and  to  fheW  by  ^K^nt  Steps  be  xdb 

from  being  a  mere  Adventurer,  without  any  great  Prctcncw  to 
Family,  Credit  or  Fortune,  to  the  Rank  of  nrft  Miniftcx  in  a 
Kingoom  where  he  was  an  utter  jStrangpr,  till  the  Time  be 
was  forty  Years  of  age. 

He  was  by  Birth  a  Gentleman  of  Rsme  \  his  Enemies  in* 
deed  have  difputed  this,  and  bis  Friends  never  contended  for 
any  thing  more.  He  ftudied  for  fome  time  in  the  Univerfitjr 
of  Salamanca  in  Spain^  but  he  neither  was  nor  afleded  to  k 
thought  learned  ;  while  he  was  at  this  Univerfity  he  bad 
tlie  Curiofity  too  common  in  all  Countries,  but  moft  fo  in 
Italy  and  Spain^  to  have  die  Figure  of  his  Nativity  drawn  and 
judged  by-  a  fsunous  Aftrologer  of  thofe  Days»  who  very  po- 
iitivcly  pronounced  that  he  would  one  Day  become  Pope; 
which  (hewed  his  Ignorance,  or  rather  the  Fallacy  of  that  pre- 
tended Arty  by  which  all  who  put  any  Truft  in  it  have  been 
miferably  deceived. 

He  was  firft  the  Creature  of  the  Houfe  of  Cokmia^  into  nrfiich 
one  of  his  Njeces  afterwards  married ;  his  next  Patron  was 
Cardinal  Sacbftti ;  then  he  became  a  Captain  of  Horfe*  Being 
taken  nocioc|of  by  Cardinal  Antonio  Barberim^  he  hid  afide  the 
Military,  and  aflumcd  the  Ecclefiaflical  Habit  He  was  made 
ufe  pf  as  an  Agent  by  the  French  Court  in  concluding  the 
Peace  of  d^l^  which  he  performed  at  the  Hazard  of  his  Life^ 
when  botb  Armies  were  in  the  Field,  in  Sight,  and  ready  to 
cnpge. 

This  recommended  him  to  Cardinal  RicheUiUy  who  took 
him  intirely  into  his  Confidence,  procured  him  a  Hat  from  Rffnu 
at  the  Recommendation  of  his  Mafter,  and  left  him  much  in 
his  good  Graces  at  the  Time  of  his  Deceafe.  Mazarin  had  a  « 
fine  rerfon,  an  ea(y  and  infmuating  Addrefs,  was  poflefied  of 
all  genteel  Accompfifhments,  had  an  Air  of  Courtefy  and  Kind* 
nefs,  fpoke  fcnfibly  of  Affairs  of  Importance,  agreeably  and 
plcafantly  on  all  other  Topicks.  In  fhort,  he  was  an  able 
Statciinan  znd  u  finifhed  Courtier  ;  but  as  for  Religion,  Virtue^ 
Honour,  Probity,  or  Regard  for  the  People,  they  were  (to 
fpeak  without  Envy  or  Prejudice)  Things  out  of^  his  Way ; 
he  neither  pretended  to  them  himfelf,  nor  was  he  fufpeded 
of  them  by  others. 

The  Affairs  of  France  were  in  a  very  flourifhing  Condition 
at  the  Time  the  Queen  entered  upon  her  Regency ;  and  her 
Majcfly  thought  ht  to  continue  ibe  War  with  great  Vigour 
for  many  Reai'ons  particularly  for  thefe  two;  fim,  that.flur 
might  fatisfy  the  Princes  of  the  Blood,  and  other  great  Pcrfons 
in  the  Kingdom,  by  bcdowing  upon  them  the  Command  of 
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Armies;  th(^  o^ei*)  ^t  fhe  might  kee^  the  Duicb^  the^^;*^ 
fnan  Princes,  and  jdie  Swedes  dofely  united  to  France^  and 
thereby  find  the  Enemies  of  that  Crow^j  fo  much  Emplopnent 
in  defending  themfdvcs,  that  they  ifiould  neither  have  Temp- 
tation nor  Oppor^nity  to  enter  ii)to  any  Intrigues  with  the 
Malcontents  in  France. 

Her  Views  met  with  Succefi,  the  Duke  de  Anguitrij  Son  to 
the  Prince  of  Gonde^  and  who  afterwards  bore  himielf  that 
Title,  gained  a  great  Viftory  over  the  SpaniardSy  May  i8 
1643,  in  the  Plains  of  Rticroyy  where  diere  were  eight  thou-* 
fand  killed  and  (even  Hioufiuid  taken  Pfifoners  ;  and  foon  after 
he  made  himfelf  Mafter  of  Thionville.  The  Duke  of  Orleans 
likewife  took  Gravelines  by  the  Affiflance  of  the  DutJj  Fleets 
The  Count  du  PkJJiS'PrijUn  puflied  on  the  War  in  Italy^  and 
the  Duke  de  Breze  dcfisated  the  Stanijh  Fleet  at  Sea )  but  had 
die  Misfortune  to  lofe  his  Head  by  a  Canhon-ihoti  In  Ger-^ 
fnahy^  though  the  Congrels  Was  tnen  fitting  at  MunfttVy  the 
War  Was  carried  oh  with  great  Vigour^  but  with  various 
Succefs  ;  and  at  Home  the  Cardinal  thought  fit  to  remove  the 
Chancellor  of  France^  and  Mr.  Chavigny  Secr^ptarj  of  State^ 
from  the  Fun£bions  of  theif  Office,  and  dXcfeide^  ^m  from 
Council.'  .     '*^ 

The  Vifcbunt  TvriHne  having  bteri  b?atin*^nrar»yt  ^ 
Duke  de  Anguien  was  fent  to  his  Affiffamce,'  anT^^nad  great 
Succefs.  Titrtenfin  at  the  Head  "of  the  Swedes  having  defeated 
the  Imperialifts  in  Bohemia^  flruck  exceffive  Terror  into  that 
Part  of  Germany^  to  increafe  which  the  Duke  di  Anguien  ad* 
vanced  into  Swahittj  and  on  the  third  of  Augu/i  1645^  defeated 
Count  Mercfy  near  NorHngen^  where  that  General^  with  neaf 
,  diree  thoufand  of  his  Men,"  lofl  .tl)eir  Lives.  The  Duke  thetl 
carried  his  Army  into  Flandersy  where  he  took  fome,  and  t9^ 
covered  many  other  Places ;  but  Things  going  Very  indifFe^ 
rendy  on  the  Side  of  Spain^  the  Duke  was  fent  into  Catalonia 
with  the  Tide  of  Viceroy  j  but  from  various  Accidents  ho 
had  not  the  fame  good  Fortune  there^  which  perhaps  did  not 
much  difpleafe  the  Court. 

In  the  Year  1647  the  City  of  Naples  t^bXttA^  and  the 
Duke  of  Guife  went  thither  to  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of 
the  Rebek ;  but  in  this  the  Court  of  Francei,  as  ufual  j  afted  a 
very  double  Part,  that  is  to  fay,  they  fecretly  encouraged  the 
Duke  in  his  iEnterprize,  and  openly  dtfavowed  it ;  which 
however  was  very  lucky  fof  him,  fince  tlv^  Rebels  being  de^ 
feated  in  the  fucceeding  Year,  and  himfelf  made  Prifoner^  he 
6vcd  his  Life  by  pretending  to  be  an  Enemy  to  'France*. 

S  111 
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.  In  the  beginning  of  1648,  the  States  General  of  theUmted 
Provinces  concluded  at  Munftir  a  Peace  with  Spain^  bjr  wUch 
that  Crown  acknowledged  them  for  an  Independent  Repub- 
lick,  with  which  the  Court  of  Franci  viu  very  fiur  from  be* 
ing  pleafed. 

The  Vifcount  Turenne^  affifted  by  the  Swid(/t  General 
Wrangelj  defeated  the  Imperiaiifts  at  Sommerhaufm  on  die  feven- 
teenth  of  May  1648,  after  which  thev  oillaged  all  Bavaria* 
The  Arch-(dulK  Leopold  had  confiden^le  oucods  with  die  Im- 
pirial  Troops  in  the  Low  CountriiSj  where  he  made  himielf 
Mafter  of  Lens  and  other  Places }  but  the  Prince  of  Cmdi 
(formerly  Duke  eCAnguien)  put  a  Stop  to  his  Conquefis^  by 
defeating  his  Army  near  the  Place  laft  mentioned,  on  the 
20th  oxAuguJt  1648 }  where  the  Impenalifts  loft  feven  thou* 
find  Men,  thirty-eight  Pieces  of  CannoiH  ^^  iqfiwards  of  an 
hundred  Standards  and  Coloure. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  O^ober  the  lame  Year,  die  Trea- 
ties oiJVeJtphaUa  were  concluded,  which  have  been  h  often 
mentioned,  and  by  which  Frame  pined  the  Sovereignty  of 
MetZy  Touly  and  Verdun^  of  which  ue  had  been  long  in  roT- 
feffi<in,  tho'  by  no  better  Tide  than  that  of  Force.  -^Uam 
was  likewife  yielded  to  her  by  this  Treaty,  to  the  lafting  Pre* 
iudice  of  the  Empire ;  which  gave  up  alfo  the  important 
Places  of  Brifac  and  Philipjbourg ;  fo  that  the  Fremb  were  ex- 
tremely well  paid  for  any  Affiftance  they  had  eiven  to  the  PHnccs 
and  States  of  Germanyj  in  recovering  dieir  Liberties  and  iecur- 
inetheir  Conftitution. 

Thus  the  War  ended  on  this  Side  as  much  to  their  Ad* 
vantage  as  they  could  wifli,  and  much  more  than  they  could 
with  any  Reafon  exped ;  iince  the  Civil  Diflentions  were  ag^ 
broke  out  in  France  with  more  Heat  and  Fury  than  had  evei 
happened  in  the  laft  Reign,  as  we  (hall  prefendy  fee  ;  but  the 
War  with  Spain  ftill  continued,  tho'  for  that  Reafon  on  tho 
Side  of  France,  with  very  indifferent  Succefi. 

The  Queen-Mother  had  hitherto  conduced  her  Regency 
with  Eafe  to  herfelf,  and  Reputation  to  the  Crown.  But  in 
1648  a  Party  was  formed  againft  the  Cardinal,  in  which  the 
Parliament  of  Paris  joined  with  the  Prince  of  C^nl/,  and  the 
Princes  of  the  Houfc  of  Lorrain,  and  carried  Things  to  a  very 
great  Height ;  fo  high  indeed,  that  the  Royal  Authority,  whicn 
had  been  extended  beyond  all  Bounds,  was  of  a  fudden  ftraw^- 
ly  cijrtaird ;  atid  die  Parliament  affifted  by  the  Princes,  Be* 
gan  tc)  take  upon  tnem  the  Supreme  Authority. 

If  this  h^d  arifen  from  a  real  Spirit  of  Patriodfoi,  or  had 
bctn  conduded  by  Men  who  meant  well  to  their  Country,  it 
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might  have  been  highly  advantageous  to  the  Nation  i  but  as 
the  Piretenders  to  PatriociAn  were  men  as  ambitious  ofPowcr 
as  the  Courtiers,  and  only  took  this  Method  to  gain  it,  the 
£ffe£b  of  thcif"  Proceedings  were  fo  far  from  berng  beneficial 
in  anv  D^iree  to  the  Peoplcj  that  on  the  contrarj-,  they 
tutnea  more  to  their  Prejudice  than  the  very  word  Det^ni 
of  the  Court. 

The  Queenf  who  was  a  Princeis  of  great  Spirit,  and  whd 
well  remembered  how  Richelieu  had  fupported  his  Authority^ 
was  inclin'd  to  follow  hi»  Steps ;  but  his  SuccefTor  Mazarifi 
Ivas  of  a  nvilder  Difpofition^  and  knowing  that  his  A<lherents. 
ivifibed  him  no  bettet  in  their  Hearts  than  uie  moft  violent  pf 
his  Enemiesj  ufed,  or  afie&ed  fuch  Moderation  in  his  Con* 
du£l^  as  hdied  him  many  real  Friends^ 

It  was  by  his  Advice  that  the  King  fent  a  Declaration  td 
the  Parliamenti  which  was  verified  by  them,  to  abate  Teh 
Millions  in  their  Annual  Taxes,  two  Million^  in  the  Exciies 
of  Paris^  and  to  eftabliih  the  ordinary  Courfe  of  Juftice,  fo  that 
no  Man  could  be  imprifoned  or  profecuted,  but  by  due  Courjie 
of  Law4  If  the  Parliament  bad  been  contented  with  this^  zxA 
had  taken  £uf  and  l^gl  Steps  for  eftablifhing  the  Govern* 
ment  on  a  juft  Foundation^  Things  might  have  gone  well  i 
but  they  welie  fo  exalted  with  their  Succeisj  and  pf efumed  for 
jnuch  on  the  Timidity  of  the  Cardinal  Minifter^  that  in  the 
Month  oi  January  foUowingi  the  Pec^e  made  am  Infurredli-r 
on  in  PartSy  and  obliged  the  King,  the  Queen  his  Mother^ 
and  all  the  Royal  Famuy^  to  retire  with  great  Precipitation  to 
St.  Germains  i  two  Days  afterwards  the  Parliament  declared 
the  Cardinal  an  Enemy  to  the  State,  and  a  Dlfhu-ber  of  the 
Publick  Peace;  at  the  fame  Time  ^t  they  endeavoured  tof 
laife  an  Army  to  fupport  their  Proceedii^- 

The  Queen  upon  this  recalled  the  Prince  of  Condi  with  his 
Army,  which  blocked  up  the  City,^  and  feme  Skirmiihes  happen* 
ed  wherein  there  was  oonfiddrable  EfFufion  of  Blood;  In  about 
fix  Weeks  Time  however^  a  temporary  Pacification  cnfued  i 
the  Prince  of  Cm//,  and  the  Duke  of  LongtievilUj  and  the  other 
G|;andees^  had  Places  given  them  ;  a  generd  Pardon  was  pub-^ 
lilhed,  and  the  Cardinal  thereby  for   that  Time  bought  hia 


At  Bottdnn  fioweycr,-  the  fame  Jealoufies  remained,^  or  rathef 
were  increafed  j  for  the  Parliament  hated  the  Prince  of  Condi 
for  having  affifted  the  Queen,  and  defpifed  the  other  Princes! 
for  defertmg  them.  The  Cardinal  knowing  this^  and  being 
ienftble  diat  his  Authority  could  never  be  fecure  while  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood  governed  at  Court,  took  tiu»  O^'^ixmsC^x:)^ 
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z»d  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1650,  fcized  and  impriron- 
ed  the  Princes  ofC^nde^  and  Conit^  and  the  Duke  of  JuMgiU' 
ville  \  a  Meafure  fo  hv  from  being  difliked  at  Parisy  that  as 
foon  as  they  heard  of  it  the  People  made  Bonfires  in  die 
Streets. 

But  long  before  the  End  of  the  Year  Things  came  about 
again ;  the  Nation  in  general  fhewed  great  Concern  for  the 
imprifoned  Princes  ;  the  Vifcount  Turenne^  with  a  Body  of 
four  Thoufand  Horfc,  attempted  to  have  fet  them  at  Liberty, 
but  fail'd  ;  upon  which  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  the  King's  Unde^ 
put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  the  difcontented  Party,  who  weft 
diftineuifhed  by  the  Name  of  the  Frondeursy  ¥mich  fignifies 
litenJjy  the  Shngers^  and  like  moft  Party  Appellations,  ierved 
only  to  increafe  the  publick  Confiifion,  which  was  already 
but  too  great. 

Thfc  Cardinal  finding  the  Torrent  tum'd,  and  running  vio- 
lently againft  him,  fo  that  he  could  not  avoid  quitting  the 
Kingdom,  refolved  to  take  a  bold  Step  before  his  Departure ; 
and  accordingly  went  in  Perfon  to  ILivre,  wh6re  the  Princes 
were  confin'd,  and  hayine  fet  them  at  Liberty,  fet  out  imme- 
diately for  Liege.  The  reople  of  Paris  were  no  fooner  in- 
formed that  the  Princes  were  free,  than  they  lighted  Bonfires 
in  the  Streets,  with  as  much  real  Zeal  and  Sincerity  of  Heart 
as  they  had  done  on  the  News  of  their  Confinement. 

This  Tranfa6^ion  happened  in  February  1651,  and  during 
that  whole  Year  Things  went  ftrongly  againft  the  Cardinal, 
in  fo  much  that  the  King  was  forced  to  publifh  a  Decla- 
ration excluding  all  Strangers  from  his  Council,  and  even  all 
French  Cardinals,  as  too  much  addifted  to  tire  Pope.  But 
this  was  fo  fix  from  giving  Satisfaition,  that  the  Prince  of 
Condfj  in  Conjunftion  with  the  Duke  of  Orleans  and  other 
Princes  of  the  Blood,  proceeded  to  raife  an  Army,  and  to 
enter  into  fecrct  Engagements  with  Spain,  The  Court  upon 
this  feeing  no  Hopes  of  an  Accomodation,  and  having  more 
Need  than  ever  of  the  Cardinal's  Advice,  refolved  to  recall 
him,  of  which  the  Parliament  being  informed,  in  the  Month 
of  December  following  fet  a  Price  upon  his  Head  \  tho'  in  doing 
this  they  only  fhewed  how  high  on  both  Sides  it  was  valued. 

In  the  Beginning  of  the  fucceeding  Year  1652,  the  Cardinal 
returned  under  an  Efcort  of  fix  thoufand  Men,  commanded 
by  the  Mara  u is  de  Hocqulncourtj  wlro  for  •  this  great  Service 
Was  made  Marfhal  oi  France,  A  new  Civil  War  was  noW 
opened,  and  the  Kins:,  tho'  of  Age  to  govern  by  himfelf,  (aw 
his  Capital  and  feveraf  other  of  the  chief  Cities  in  his  King- 
dom declare  againft  him ;   the  Prince  of  Condi  had  alfo  an 
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Advantage  over  the  new  Marfhal,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  prudence  of  the  Vilcount  Turemte^  now  reconciled  to  the 
Court,  had  entirely  defeated  the  King's  Troops. 

On  the  fecond  of  Jufy  another  Battle  was  fought,  when  the 
Malcontents  in  their  Turn  had  been  totally  routed,  if  the 
Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  had  not  cau/ed  the  Cannon 
of  the  BafiiU  to  be  fired  upon  the  King's  Troops,  and  received 
the  Army  of  the  Prince  oiConde  into  the  City  oi  Parts.  The 
King  upon  this  removed  the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  Pmtoije^ 
and  in  Augujl  Cardinal  Mazarin  was  again  fo  diftrefTed  that 
he  retired  a  fecond  Time  out  of  the  Kingdom. 

Things  however  took  another  Turn  towards  the  latter  End 
of  the  Year,  Thd  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Duke  of  Orkans 
quitted  Paris ;  the  King  went  thither,  the  Parliament  fub- 
mittcd  entirely,  and  in  Fibruary  1655,  the  Cardinal  returned 
in  Triumph  5  the  King  and  his  Brother  went  two  Leagues  out 
of  Town  to  meet  him,  the  Magiftn^tes  went  in  a  Body  to 
compliment  him,  and  the  People  by  their  Bonfires  exprefs'd 
their  Joy  for  his  Return.  The  Prince  of  Conti  foon  after 
married  the  Cardinal's  Niece,  apd  moft  of  the  Places  that 
were  held  for  his  Brother  the  Prince  of  Conde^  furrendered  to 
the  King. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  April  1654,  his  Majefty  in  Parlia- 
ment decbp^  that  Prince  a  Rebel,  and  deprived  him  of  all  his 
Employments.  On  die  feventh  of  June  following,  the  King 
was  crown'd  at  Rh^ms^  and  at  the  ume  Time  took  a  folemn 
Oath  never  to  pardon  Duels.  The  War  continiied  all  this 
Time  with  Spain^  and  the  laft-mentioned  Crown  gained 
(everal  Advantages,  and  had  gained  more  if  Cromwell^  who 
then  held  the  fupreme  Power  in  England^  had  not,  contrary  to 
all  the  Rules  of  Policy  as  well  as  Juftice,  affifted  the  FrenA 
both  by  Land  and  Sea,  fo  much  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Bal^ 
lance  of  Power  in  Europe^  that  the  Efiefls  of  his  ill  Condu£| 
in  this  Particular  are  very  feverdy  felt  to  this  Day. 

The  Spaniards  finding  themfelves  in  no  Capacifv  of  main« 
taining  a  War  againft  France  and  England  at  the  fan^e  Time, 
willingly  liftened  to  Prop<^tions  of  Peace,  which  was  con- 
cluded on  the  feventh  otNovtmher  1650,  and  is  that  which  is 
ftiled  the  Peace  of  the  Pyrenees  \  and  on  the  ninth  of  June 
J  660,  Lewis  the  XlVth  efpoufed  the  Iff^mta  Maria  Therefai 
in  Confequence  of  which  the  Prince  of  Gonde  obtained  his 
Pardon,  the  Duke  of  L^rrain  was  reftored  to  his  Dominions^ 
and  France  had  a  fair  Profpe6l  of  Quiet  at  Home-and  Abroad. 

The  Duke  of  Orleansy  Uncle  to  the  King,  died  aboii( 
this  Tifi^e,  ^  th^,  Qtrdinal  did  on  the  ninth  of  March  1661^ 
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leaving  behind  a  prodigious  Fortune  to  his  Family,  with  this 
Advice  to  the  ICing,  that  be.Jhould  never  truft  awf  MitAJUr 
%mth  the  Hie  Power.  It  is  certain  he  purfued  ileadily,  thouugfi 
in  a  very  different  Manner,  the  Scheme  of  his  PriedtceflSr, 
but  did  it  notwithftanding  with  the  fame  Succe&  His  Gt^ 
pius  was  exaiSly  fuited  to  the  Times  an4  (he  Circumfl^uicet 
of  his  Miniftry.  With  this  Difpofition  RicheBeu  had  quickly 
been  undone;  and  with  RUheUn^z  Temper  A&zarin  woul^ 
have  certainly  ruined  himfelfj^  and  periiapG  the  Court  aUb, 
Thus  ended  this  Pcrjod. 

The  King  was  now  in  the  twenQTrthird  Year  of  his  Age| 
and  though  he  had  not  difcovered  in  im.  Youd),  cither  a 
idrong  Inclination  or  great  Capacity  for  Learning,  yet  his 
y  Education  had  neither  been  neglected,  as  fome  have  written^ 
nor,  as  others  have  fuggefted,  was  the  Care  taken  in -this 
refped  throvm  away  upon  the  King,  whofe  Part8|  if  they 
were  not  quick,  were  however  folid,  and  whofe  Want  of  (bnif 
litde  Scholaftick  Accompliihments  v^  abundantly  fupdied  by 
^e  Evennels  of  his  Temper,  and  the  Strength  of  his  Judgr 
fnent. 

The  Cardinal  obferving  the  Weakneis  of  his  Conftitutioi^ 
while  a  Child,  was  more  careful  of  his  Health,  fhan  of  his 
Studies ;  and  ^s  that  grew  more  confirmed,  he  cauM  Mm  to 
be  taught  his  Exercifes.  which  he  performied  very  graceiRdly| 
as  he  had  a  verv,  fine  rerfon.  As  he  grew  up,  thf  CaitUmj 
took  Care  to  initru<^  him  by  his  Converiadon,  to  make  him 
^eil  acquainted  with  the  AflFair?  of  his  Kingdom,  and  with 
pie  true  CharaAer  of  all  the  confiderable  Perfons  in  it ;  of 
which  his  Jiajcfly  w^  very  capable,  had  naturally  a  Tuni 
to  buflneis,  and  could  apply  himfelf  to  it  with  Diligence, 
and  tran&£l  it  with  all  the  Digni^  becoming  his  Rank.  He 
bad  a  great  Deference  for  that  Minifler,  and  the  more  fo 
perhaps,  becaufe  he  infpired  hiin  with  a  Diffidence  for  every 
body  elfe. 

^ore  the  Death  of  the  Cardinal,  his  Majefty  was  not  lb 
|nuch  confidered  as  he  ought  to  have  been.  The  old  Cour-« 
tiers  addiiSted  themfelves  to  that  Miniiler,  and  to  die  Queen- 
Mother  ;  the  younger  ones  applvM  themfelves  to  the  Sur« 
Intendant  of  the  Finances,  Mi%  rouqueiy  a  Man  of  livdy  as 
well  as  great  Abilities ;  and  who  flattered  himfelf  with  Ac 
Hopes  of  fucceeding  the  Cardinal,  though  he  had  doJared 
himfelf  pretty  openly  againfl  him,  and  Had  engage^  in  ^Mne 
Intrigue^  that  were  afterwards  fiital  to  him. 

The  King  b^an  his  Adminifhatfon  widi  removing  that 
Minifler  i  and  he  did  it  with  ibme  Circumftances  tlu^  were 
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otJtf  exculablc  in  a  young  Man^  that  is  to  %,  he  caiefled  him 
oc^cdingly  to  render  him  fecure^  ana  went  in  Perlbn  to 
Ntmtts  df,  the  Time  he  was  arrefted,  as  if  that  had  been  an 
Affiur  of  Importance  or  Difficulty.  The  Qu^en-Mother  was 
drawn  to  confent  to  this  by  a  Lady  who  was  much  in  hei^ 
Favour  i  but  (he  very  Toon  repentea  it,  for  the  King  allowed 
her  little  or  no  Share  in  the  Management  of  Affairs  after- 
wards, tho'  he  treated  her  always  with  much  Decency  and 
Refpea. 

Mr.  Colbirtj  who  was  of  Scots  £xtra£Uon,  and  a  Creature  of 
the  late  Cardinal's,  fucceeded  him  in  the  Adminiflration  of  the 
Finances,  with  the  Title  of  Comptroller-General,  the  Poft 
4>f  Sur-Intendant  being  fupprefled.  This  Man  had  great  Parts, 
and  a  moft  extenfive  Genius :  he  perfectly  underftood  the  ^ 
King's  Humour,  and  flattered  it ;  he  put  him  upon  making 
himlelf  abiblute  in  the  utmoft  Senfe  of  the  Word ;  by  his 
Advice  he  took  from  the  Parliament  of  Paris  all  Power,  but 
that  of  regiftering  his  £di6b,  againft  which  they  were  for 
fome  Time  allowed  the  Liberty  of  remonflrating  after  they 
were  regiftered ;  but  of  this  they  were  by  Degrees  deprived. 

Thefe^  and  fbme  other  Steps  of  a  like  Tendency,  were 
taken  at  a  Time  of  all  odiers  the  moft  favourable  that  could 
be  wiihed  for  die  King's  Purpofe;  there  were  few  of  the  great, 
XiOids  in  Franci  that  retalhed  any  thing  of  their  former  Powers 
the  Prince  of  Cmidi  was  but  juft  pardoned,  and  had  Reafbn 
to  avoid  reviving  the  Memory  of  pafl  OfFences ;  the  King's 
Brother,  nowDiaoeof  Orfctfiif,  who  had  married  thePrinceft 
Hittrietta  of  Great  Britain^  was  young,  and  much  addi^ed 
to  his  Pleafures,  fo  that  there  was  no  body  kft  to  oppofe  the 
Defigns  of  the  Court ;  and  they  were  carried  fo  luckily,  that 
|}ie  oppofing  them  became  very  foon  totally  imprafticabfe. 
. .  The  three  Minifters  dien  at  die  Head  of  Affairs  were  b 
TiUier^  Colbert y  and  de  Liormej  who  had  Addrefs  enough,  while 
they  oovemcd  all  Things  to  perfuade  their  Maiter  that  thqr 
were  barely  his  Creatures,  and  diat  they  did  nothing  but  in 
purfuance  of  his  Dire£tions.  It  mufl  be  confefled  diat  they 
had  nothing  at  Heart  but  the  complete  Execution  of  the  Plaa 
ofthe  two  Cardinals,  which  coniifbed  in  making  their  Coun* 
trymen  Slaves,  and  extending  the  Power,  or  at.  leaft  the  In* 
fluence  of  their  Mafler  over  all  Chri/lenebm. 

The  King  bought  of  Charh  11.  King  of  Great  Britain  tlie 
Port  of  Dunkirk^  which  the  Cardinal  raid  been  forced  to  dcr 
liver  up  to  CromweU^  the  Importance  of  which  was  not  well 
known,  or  at  leaft  confidered  by  die  Engliflj  Court  This 
did  not  hinder  Lewis  KIV.  from  taking  part  with  i}atDuieb 
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in  the  War  they  were  eng^ed  in  asainft  Snghmd;  «nd  he 
did  it  with  a  View  of  weakening  the  Maritinfie  I\>wen9  having 
at  that  Time  formed  Pefigns  againft  them  badi }  and  in  this 
he  was  but  too  fuccejfsful ;  for  while  they  were  r\uning  ^ach 
other's  Fleets,  he  was  raifmg  and  increaling  his,  whtdi  b^ 
came  quickly  more  confiderablc  than  it  had  ever  been  under 
any  of  his  Predeceflbrs. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  Year  1667,  while  Ais  War  continued, 
he  fell  very  unexpcftcdly,  as  well  as  (the  World  thought)  very 
unjuftlv,  upon  the  Spanijh  Low-Countries,  under  Pretence  of 
maintaining  the  Rights  of  his  Queen,  and  took  ^P^  nanj 
ftrong  Towns  in  a  x-^cry  fliort  Space  of  Time,  llhis  efie£hi-t 
ally  opened  the  Eyes  of  the  EngUJb  and  Duicb^  who  verjF 
foon  compromifed  their  DiflFerences  by  the  Treaty  of  Breda^ 
and  quickly  after  concluded  the  famous  Triple  Alliance  (the 
Crown  oi  Sweden  making  the  third  Power)  with  a  View  of 
fetting  Bounds  to  France. 

This  was  indeed  the  wifeft  and  moft  dFe^bial  Step  that  was 
ever  taken  for  that  Purpofe,  in  as  much  as  the  Allies  declared 
roundly  to  the  French  Court,  that,  they  were  reiblved  to  take 
Part  in  the  War  a^inft  her,  if  it  was  not  fpeedily  concluded 
by  a  hir  and  equal  Peace.  This  well-dmed  and  well-concerted 
Declaration  produced  the  Treaty  of  Aix-la-Xihapelli^  which  was- 
concluded  the  2d  of  May  1660,  by  which  France  gave  up  the 
Franche  Comte  which  fhe  had  conquered,  but  (be  kept  feme 
large  Diftri<5b  in  the  Low  Countries,  and  feveral  Cities  and 
Towns  of  great  Importance }  fuch  as  Namur^  CharUrey^  AiAy 
Doway^  Toumayj  Lijky  and'manv  others. 

But  not  long  after  the  Conclunon  of  the  Treaty,  dib  Prince 
found  Means  to  diflblve  the  Triple  Alliance,  and  to  engage 
the  Englijh  Court  in  a  Dcfisn  of  entirely  deflroying  the 
Dutch  I  which  was  brought  at)out,  by  his  fending  over  the 
Dutchefs  of  Orleans^  who  perfuaded  her  Brother  King  CharU$ 
the  Second  into  it,  and  who  at  her  Return  to  France^  was 
poifoned  in  a  Fit  of  Jealoufy  by  her  Hufband,  notwithftanding- 
which,  the  Defign  was  ftiU  carried  on  by  the  two  Crownsi 
againft  the  States. 

It  broke  out  in  the  Spring  of  1672,  and  in  the  Month  of 
May,  the  King  pafTed  the  A^efe  at  the  Head  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  Men,  and  pufhed  the  Dutch  within  a  Hair's  breadth 
of  Deftrudion  by  Land,  while  the  Englijh  with  the  lame  unr 
relenting  Fury  attacked  them  by  Sea.  The  generality  of  Hi- 
ftorians  very  falfly  afcribe  the  Misfortune  of  £at  Republick  to 
the  ill  Condud  of  their  famous  Penfionary  yohn  de  IVittey  be- 
caufc  he  had  formerly  ^rawn  the  States  into  a  doie  Conjunction 
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with  France ;  but  ill  that  he  did  no  more  than  the  Circum- 
ftance^  of  the  TiixMH  obliged  him  to ;  and  if  his  Maftens  had 
been  by  advifed  hifilf  and  begun  the  War  firft,  by  burning  the 
vaft  Magazines  which  the  French  King  had  raifed  at  A'igrx 
and  other  Places,  in  the  Territories  of  German  Princes,  which 
it  was  in  their  Power  to  have  done,  all  the  Difallers  that  af- 
terwards happened  had  been  prevented,  and  they  had  gain'd 
Time  enough  to  Have  provided  for  their  own  Defence.  As  it 
was,  the  Misfortunes  of  his  Country  proved  &tal  to  that  great 
Minifter,  who  waft  barbaroufly  torn,  or  at  leaft  murdered  and 
cut  to  Pieces  by  the  Mob. 

The  French  King  pufhed  on  his  Conqucfts  as  far  as  Utrecht^ 
in  which  City  he  fixed  his  head  Quarters  j  but  the  Prince  of 
Orange^  who  was  then  very  young,  being  put  at  the  Head  of 
the  Army  of  the  States^  defended  their  Dominions  fo  well,  that 
their  Allies  had  Time  to  come  to  their  Relief,  and  the  Parlia^ 
ment  of  England  forced  the  King  to  make  Peace  with  them, 
which  foon  ^tered  the  Face  of  Aiiairs. 

But  as  the  Effiperoriuid  Spain  had  declared  in  Favour  of  die 
Dtachy  the  War  was  carried  into  their  Territories,  and  a 
great  many  Phcts  of  Confequence  were  taken,  Several  Battles 
fought ;  and  the  War  had  lafted  longer,  if  the  Parliament  of 
England  had  not  obliged  the  King  to  think  in  Eameft  of  affift* 
ing  the  Dutch  |  this  induced  France  to  incline  to  Peace,  which 
was  negotiated  at  Nimeguen  under  die  Mediation  of  England  % 
but  the  Frendt  and  Dvtch  clapping  up  a  feparate  Treaty  on  the 
loth  oi  Augufi  1678,  the  Minifters  of  the  mediadng-Power  re* 
fiifed  to  fign  it 

Tha  Prince  of  Orange  alfo  bein^  difpleafed  with  this  haftt 
Proceeding,  fought  the  Batde  of  Mcns^  in  hopes  of  fruftradng 
the  Peace,  or  of  difiblving  it  in  cafe  it  was  figned)  but  the  French 
were  too  wife  for  that,  and  fo  the  Allies  of  Ac  Dutch  were 
forced  to  come  in  upon  fuch  Terms  as  they  had  ftipulated, 
which  were  none  of  the  bcft ;  for  the  Town  and  Territory  of 
Tpresy  the  Town  and  Diftrift  of  Menin<,  the  Towns  and  De*. 
pendences  of  St  Omer^  Alre^  Cambray^  Sec.  Dinant  in  the  Bi* 
fhoprick  of  Liege,  and  the  whole  Franchf  Comtey  were  given  up 
to  France,  as  was  a]fo  the  Town  and  Citadel  of  Prib$urgj  an^ 
irrEfFet5>,  the  whole  Dutchy  of  i!^«rrf7/n. 

1  hus  we  are  come  to  an  End  of  the  fdcond  Period ;  ia 
which  the  Reader  wil}  perceive,  that  the  Power  of  France  was 
prodigioufly  augmented,  and  thereby  the  Terror  of  its  Ncigh'». 
hours  juflly  increafcd,  all  which  was  chiefly  owing  to  that  aroi- 
trary  Government  which  Lnvs  XIY.  had  introduced :  From 
Wheqce  it  appears,  th^t  ryranny  is  fcarce  a  greater  Misfortune 
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to  the  State  in  which  it  prevails,  than  ta  its  Neidiboan^  anj 
confcquendy  a  Tyrant  is  not  only  an  Enemy  to  nis  own  Sub^ 
jedls,  but  alfo  to  Mankind  in  general  Wi  need  net  therefore 
wonder,  diat  henceforward  the  French  King  vras  geneialhr 
diftingiufhed  by  the  Name  of  the  CommmEmmff  finer  it  is 
plain  he  merited  that  Appellation. 

The  Chara^br  of  Mr.  CJbtrt^  fo  far  att  was  neceflaiy  in 
a  Work  of  this  kind,  has  been  already  Riveil^  but  it  is  lequifite 
for  us  now  to  fpeak  of  that  of  his  Rival  Mi>  de  L^tom.  The 
foriTier  had  given  the  King  that  Turn  which  nroved  deftnifiive 
of  the  French  Liberty,  and  this  perhaps  chMifly  to  iecure  his 
own  Power  \  for  he  eafdv  forelaw,  that  if  die  rrinocs  of  the 
Blood  and  the  great  Nooility  came  to  have  any  Share  in  the 
Government,'  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impoffible,  for 
him  to  preferve  hjmfelf ;  and  thus  the  Intereftt  of  a  wboU  N4itim 
were  (acrificed  to  thofe  of  ^fingU  Man^ 

The  latter  however  went  bx  beyond  him ;  he  was  Secretary 
of  State  and  at  War,  and  had  ^reat  Abilities  in  his  OflSbce; 
but  as  thofe  Abilities  were  of  no  Ufe  in  Time  of  Peaoe^  he 
detennined  that  during  his  L4fe  there  (hould  be  no  fuch  Thii^; 
and  he  had  fo  much  Power  over  his  Mafter^  that  he  carried 
his  Point.  And  thus  the  ^iei  of  all  Eunpe  gave  Way  to  mm 
Man's  Convemence. 

The  Method  he  took  was  very  extraordinary.  .Under  Pre^ 
tence  of  fettling  the  Limits  of  thofe  Countries,  which  by  the' 
Treaty  of  tfimeguen  were  to  be  divided  between  the  itinp 
of  France  and  S^in,  the  former  laid  Claim  to^  whole  Pro- 
vinces, and  tore  away  no  fewer  than  forty  Villages  frbm  the 
latter  at  once.  Soon  after  Chambers  of  Reunion,  as  diey 
were  called,  were  fet  up  at  Metx  and  Brifacj  Tifd  vaft  Coun- 
tries were  taken  from  their  legal  Owners,  under iVetence  that 
they  were  dependent  upon  Places  yielded  to  Frmui  by  the 
Treaties  of  Munjier  and  Ninuf^uen. 

As  thefe  outrageous  Proceeding,  of  which  every  boneft  * 
Man  in  France  was  auiamed,  were  carried  on  with  Succels  ; 
the  French  boldly  feired  Strajbourghy  and  blocked  up  Lwcem^ 
hourgj  which  they  afterwards  befieged  and  took,  without  any 
Declaration  of  \Var,  as  well  as  without  any  Colour  of  Right. 
The  Prince  of  Orange  indeed  would  have  ftirred  to  prevent 
this,  but  the  States  were  afraid ;  and  the  Emperor  and  Empire 
were  at  that  Time  incapable  of  rcftfting  this  barefaced  Inju* 
ftice.  Spain  was  in  as  Ipw  a  Condition  ;  and  as  for  England^ 
it  was  at  that  Time  torn  by  Fadions,  and  the  Court  fo  dofely 
united  to  that  of  france^  that  no  Good  could  be  expe£M 
from  it* 

At 
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At  the  fame  Time  that  Lwoois  Sacrificed  tfie  Pea^  of 
Europe  to  hi3  own  Intercft  and  his  Mailer's  Ambitton*  be 
from  the  &me  Principle,  and  to  gradfy  the  King^s  Pafficm 
for  Buildine,  promoted  fuch  Expences,  as  made  Taxe$  as 
heavy  in  Time  of  Peace  as  of  War,  The  Palace  of  Clagtti 
was  built  to  gratify  Madame  Je  Montefpan^  Marly  for  the 
Pleafure  of  Madame  de  Mdintenon ;  but  thefe  were  Trifles  in 
Comparifon  to  the  Palace  built  to  pleafe  the  King  himfdf,  who 
delighted  in  rendering  Defarts  beautiful,  and  in  having  Abun«* 
dance  of  Fountains  in  a  Place  to  which  Nature  had  denied 
Water, 

In  fliorti  inftead  of  the  Dignity  and  Magnificence  of  an 
European  Prince,  Li^is  XIV,  affected  the  Pomp^  the  Luxury, 
the  devouring  Profufion  of  an  Afiatick  Monarch  1  and  his 
Grand  Vizir  Lovum  took  care  to  accommodtte  him  in  fuch 
Manner,  that  the  Expence  of  his  Palace  and  his  Hotifhold^ 
with  the  Troops  conftantly  about  him,  were  alone  fufiicient  to 
impoveriih  hb  Kingdom*  And  thus  to  render  himfelf  fome-^ 
what  more  than  a  King,  he  degraded  his  Subje£b  into  down-> 
right  Slaves :  Such  was  the  hoaJiedY^iaX  of  Lxwis  the  Great^ 
and  fuch  the  real  Merits  of  his  Mmjiirs  I 

But  perhaps  die  worft  is  yet  to  com&  We  have  fliewn,  diac 
the  Conftable  Lujnes  projected  ^  die  Fall  bf  the  Proteibnti, 
which  was  proiecuted  by  Ricbdiiu^  as  his  Scheme  was  followed 
\j  Maxarin }  but  Lmtvois  out-did  them  all ;  for  he  projeded 
^d  executed  the  deteftable  Defi^  of  their  Extirpation,  which 
was  begun  by  Dira^ooning  them  into  Apoftacy,  and  compleated 
\fy  the  Revocation  ot  the  Edid  of  ffantZj  on  die  aad  of  0£fo-^ 
ier  1684,  the  moft  open  and  fcandalous  Breach  bf  Faith  diat 
"was  ever  committed. 

As  unjuft  and  inhuman  as  this  A£Uon  was,  confidered  in 
tfie  Light  of  a  religious  Perfecution,  it  fell  every  wa^  ihort  of 
the  Imprudence  thereof,  when  confidered  in  the  Li^t  of  aq 
Ad  of  State,  and  therefore  did  equal  Injury  to  its  Authors  in 
their  Chara^ers,  as  Men  of  Rank  and  Confi^eration  in  the 
Court  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  and  as  Polhicians  of  great 
Penetration,  and  Minifters  of  long  Experience  s*  for  by  this 
ineans  there  were  eight  hundred  thou&nd  Perfons  driven,  out 
of  the  Kingdom,  and  forced  to  take  Shdter  in  foreign  Coun- 
tries, which,  tho'  in  itfelf  a  prodigious  Weakening  to  the 
State,  yet  was  much  more  fo,  from  the  Temper  and  Employ-* 
ments  bf  the  Perfons  thvts  expelled,  who  were,  for  the  moft 
Part,  Merchants,  Manu&durers,  or  Officers  of  a  middle  Rank 
in  the  Land  and  Sea  Service 4  and,  in  a  Word^  the  moft  in- 
duftrious  and  ufeful  People  in  th^  Kingdom^ 
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We  may  eafily  conceive  from  hence^  dut  the  Trade-snd 
Manufa£hircs  of  France  fuffered  cxtremdv;  and  we  ihall 
have  a  clearer  Notion  of  the  Mifchieft  flowing  from  this 
ixnpelitick  Step,  when  we  are  told  that  thefe  People  carried 
out  of  the  Kingdom,  one  hundred  Millions  of  Frtnch  Livres, 
or  five  Millions  Sterling  in  ready  Money,  Plate  and  Jewds. 
Yet  grofs  and  apparent  as  this  Error  was,  fuch  was  the  Mean* 
nefs  and  Servility  of  the  French  Nation,  that  the  King  was 
complimented  upon  it,  as  on  the  moft  glorious  A^on  of  his 
Reign. 


bod- 


rhe  Minifters  however  who  contributed  to  exalt  the  Kinj 
in  Point  of  abfolute  Authority,  fo  much  above  hia  Predeoe 
furs,  were  far  from  enjoying,  without  Diiquiet,  the  Power  they 
exercifed,  and  the  Wealm  thev  had  amafled.  Ca&ertf  thie 
ableft,  and,  to  do  him  Ti^ice,  tne  beft  of  theip,  was  fo  much 
chagrined  at  fome  ill  iTiaffe  he  met  with  from  his  Mafter,  that 
it  broke  his  Heart ;  and  when  a  Letter  from  the  Kin^  written 
in  a  Fit  of  iU-timed  Tcndemefi,  was  brought  him  in  his  hft 
Moments,  he  refrifed  to  read  it. 

By  his  Dead)  Ltteuais  expe&ed  to  become  entirety  Mafkr  of 
the  Court,  but  he  was  miftaken  \  for  Madame  4e  Mmaten&fi^ 
who  from  the  Widow  of  the  Poet  Scamu^  and  the  Servant 
of  Madame  de  Mmtefpanj  was  become  the  Miffads,-  and  by  a 
private  Marriage  the  Wife  of  the  Kinp,  hated  him,  and  thexe- 
fore  brought  into  Bufinefs  the  Marquis  de  Seignekie^  the  Son 
of  Colherif  a  yoimg  Man  of  no  great  Abilities,  proud,  vain, 
and  debauched,  who  had  the  Title  of  Secretary  dT  State,  and 
the  Affairs  of  the  Houlhold  and  the  Marine  conunitted  to  his 
Charge. 

He  had  Wit  enough  to  fee  that  his  Competitor  made  him<* 
felf  neceflary  to  his  N&fter,  by  imbroiling  him  with  his  Ndgh* 
hours,  and  gratifving  his  Paflion  for  Buildine ;  he  tbererore 
refolved  to  ukc  tne  fame  Courfe,  and  emplo/d  immenfe  Sums 
to  render  France  a  Maritime  Power ;  and  that  this  might 
more  clearly  be  demonftrated  to  all  Europe^  he  engag^  the 
King  to  pick  a  Quarrel  with  the  State  of  Genpa^  which 
gave  this  Minifter  an  Opportunity  of  going  in  Perfon  with 
a  Fleet,  which  threw  into  that  fine  City  ten  thoufand  Bombs, 
and  obliged  the  Republick  to  fend  her  Doge  to  alk  Pardon  at 
fcrfailles  of  the  proud  Monarch,  that  conceived  himielf  in- 
jured. By  this  Step  the  young  Minifter  raifcd  his  Credit 
confiderably,  which  fo  tormented  Lomtois^  that  it  is  bdiev- 
cd  he  afterwards  caufed  him  to  be  poifoned,  tho'  he  did  not 
enjoy  above  a  Year  the  Satisfafljon  of  feeing  himfelf  without 
^  Rival.  .    , 

Thqx) 
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Thert  never  was  a  Man  of  a  more  fieite  slnd  brutal  Be- 
haviour)"^  or  one  who(e  perfonal  Qualities  did  more  Mifchief 
to  a  States  His  Pride  induced  him  to  treat  with  equal  In- 
(blence  the  Princes  of  the  Blood  at  Home,  and  Sovereign  Princes* 
Abroad,  even  thofe  who  were  neareft  allied  to  the  Crown 
of  France. 

He  kept  the  Dauphin  at  a  Diilance  from  the  Cou^t,  and 
in  a  State  of  Subje£bion  fcarce  to  be  believed ;  he  took  a  Plea-^ 
fure  in  perfecuting  the  Prince  of  Condiy  the  Prince  of  Cd«//,  the 
Duke  of  Vendofmey  and  his  Brother  the  Grand  Prior  j  he  took- 
Advantage  of  his  own  Crimes  to  ere6l  a  Chamber  of  Poifons^ 
or  a  particular  Court  of  Jufticc  to  enquire  after  all  who  were 
fufpe£led  of  fuch  Practices ;  by  which  he  drove  feveral  great 
Perfons  from  Court,  and  fent  the  Duke  of  Lwcenjfourgj  sl  Man 
of  the  greateft  Quality  in  Francfy  aiid  one  of  her  ablefl  Ge* 
nerals,  to  the  Bajiik. 

He  difobliged  the  Eie^r  of  Bavaria  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that 
he  became  an  Enemy  to  his  Maftcr,  notwJthftanding  the 
Dauphin  had  married  nis  Sifter.  His  Haughtineis  to  the  Duke 
of  Savoy  had  the  fame  £ffe£l.  He  perfuaded  the  King  to  treat 
the  Court  of  Rotm  with  the  utmoft  Indignity.  By  refufuig  a 
Troop  of  Hode  to  ,Prince  Eugene^  he  forced  into  the  Service 
of  the  Enemies  of  France  one.  of  the  greatdl  Captains  of  his 
Age ;  and  he  (acrificed  King  yoTms  H.  partly  to  private  Ma* 
lice^  and  partly  to  his  Ambition. 

When  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  preparing  to  invade  Eng" 
landj  Lewis  XIV.  ivas  advif^  to  fit  out  a  Fleet  to  obftru(9  his 
Paflage,  and  to  order  his  Troops  to  befieee  Maeftricht^  Louvois 
prevented  both ;  he  kept  the  French  l^vy,  which  was  then 
more  powerful  than  it  ever  was,  or  is  like  to  be,  in  Port ;  and 
he  directed  the  Army  to  befiege  Philipjbourgt  which  brought 
the  Emperor  and  Empire  into  the  War  s^ainft  France.  1  have 
thrown  thefe  Things  together,  that  the  Chara&r  of  this  Mi- 
nifler,  or  rather  the  Court  of  France  under  his  Miniftry,  might 
be  ieen  at  one  View. 

The  Condu£t  of  the  French  Court,  which  produced  this 
War,  was  to  glaringly  wrong  and  abfurd,  that  it  raifed  in  a 
manner  all  Europe  aeainft  her,  and  this  entirely  through  her 
own  Fault,  without  R^on  and  without  Provocation ;  fo  that 
fuch  as  have  reprefertted  the  Policy  of  the  French  as  very  great 
and  very  refin*d,  are  undoubtedly  miftaken ;  for  in  the  firft 
Place,  tnc  long  Series  of  Injuries  ofFer'd  to  the  Emperor  and 
Empire,  were  fuch,  as  mult  neceflarily  incline  them  to  be  re- 
vtng'd. 

The 


The  Dutcb  had  been  Wantonly  attacked  in  ^  laft  War^  and 
thereby  rendered  Implacable )  the  U(age  given  the  King  of  Spoilt 
was  intolerable  i  and  the  Meafutes  fuegefted  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  not  only  coft  him  his  Crown,  and  thereby  loft 
France  htt  moft  ufeful  Ally^  but  warmly  excited  againft  her  the 
whole  Britijh  Nation ;  fo  that  the  War  begun  in  1688^  might 
juftly  be  ftiled  rafli  and  imprudent^  and  commenced  rather  thro^ 
Haughtinefe  than  Policy* 

It  was  managed  alio  With  great  Indifcretion ;  for  as  Eiigtani 
yn&  given  away  from  not  attacking  the  DtitA  in  tirne^  f<} 
Ireland^  after  die  War  began,  was  loft  for  want  of  proper  At** 
tention  \  and  the  War  ^th  Zavoj  was  merely  made  to  picafis 
Monfieur  Lcuv&is^  and  yet  proved  as  troublefome  to  f^anu  as 
any  in  which  fbe  ever  engaged* 

It  is  true,  that  the  Armies  of  Lewis  XIV.  wert  fiiccelsful 
in  the  Low-Countries ;  the  Battle  of  FUurus^  which  was  fought' 
the  firft  of  Jufy  1690,  gained  Marflial  LuxembMorg  great  Re*^ 
putation ;  and  the  taking  of  Mms  after  eiditeen  Lays  open 
Trenches,  was  very  fatisfaAory  to  the  French  King^  who 
commanded  that  Siege  in  Perfon ;  but  thefe  Advantages  were 
very  dear  bought,  and  the  Kinghimfelf  became  vervfoon  fen-^ 
fible  of  it.  He  owed  this  laft  Conqueft,  die  greateft  in  which 
he  had  perlbnally  any  Share,  to  the  Vigilance  and  gjreat  Ta* 
lents  of  Lotivoisy  who  underftood  the  providing  and  fut^Iying  a 
great  Army,  the  beft  of  any  Man  in  the  World* 

Yet  the  taking  this  City  has  been  by  many  judged  the 
Caufe  of  his  DeaSi ;  for  the  King  havine  oeen  informed,  that 
he  attributed  all  to  himfelf,  was  much  difpTeafed  at  it }  aild  find* 
ing  that  he  had  reje£led  without  his  Knowledge  At  moft  Tub- 
miffive  Propofitions  from  the  Duke  of  Savcv,  he  ex^efled  his 
Refentment  I9  fuch  ftrong^  Terms,  that  me  MiniSer  went 
Thunder-ftruck  from  his  Prefence^  and  died  immediattly  of 
Grief  and  Defpair ;  tho'  others  fiiy,  that  his  Phyftcian,  Seron^ 
was  brib'd  to  furnifh  him  with  a  Fallen  for  the  odier  Worlds 
by  a  Prince  I  need  not  name. 

However  it  was,  his  Death  proved  a  very  great  Lofi  to  hia 
Mafter,  who  brought  his  Sort  die  Marquifi  £  Barbefieux  into 
Power,  tho'  he  was  young,  headftrone,  and  had  veiy  mean 
Abilities.  In  the  Year  1692,  Zfewis  XlV,  cpmmandea  in  Per- 
fon in  the  Low-Countries,  and  took  Namur ;  and  on  the  3d 
of  Augu/i  the  fame  Year,  the  Duke  of  Luxembourg  obtained 
fome  Advantages  over  King  fyiWam  at  Steinkirk ;  but  to  bal- 
lance  thefe  Advantages,  the  Duke  of  Savoy  entered  Franetj  and" 
took  Ambruny  and  the  French  Fleet  was  not  able  to  look  that  of 
the  Allies  in  the  Face. 

to 
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In  i6^vbe  was  more  &cce(sful ;  the  Duke  of  Luxemhuri 
gained  th^attle  of  Ntrwindij  and  feveral  Places  were  tsdcen  in 
the  'Low-Countries.  Marfhal  Catinat  entirely  defeated  the 
Dukfr4Df  Savoy ;  but  the  Fleets  of  the  Allies  were  vidorious,  and 
infuKed  all  the  Sea-G>afts  of  France, 

In  1694,  they  did  the  iame,  and  had  alTo  confiderable  Ad- 
vantages in  the  Low-Countries.  In  1695,  France  was  fo  ex* 
haufted,  that  the  King  was  forced  to  have  Recourfe  to  a  ge- 
neral Poll-Tax,  the  moft  grievous  Impofition  that  any  Country 
ever  endured ;  and  yet  the  War  went  -on  very  indifferently 
for  him;  the  important  Fortrefs  of  Namur  being  reduced  by 
King  JVHUamj  whileMarflial  VilUroy  looked  on  with  a  fuperior 
Armv. 

Tne  next  Year  was  not  more  fortunate ;  a  Defign  formed 
for  reftoring  King  James  mifcarried,  France  was  reduced  to 
aA  upon  the  Defenfive  in  the  Low-Countries,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  increafed  her  Taxes  exceffively  \  fo  that  at  the  Cloie  of 
the  Year^  the  King^bund  himfelf  under  an  abfolute  Neceffity  of 
liftening  to  Peace,  his  Finances  being  entirely  exhaufted.  And 
accordingly  a  Tre^  was  concluded  at  Ryfwick^  on  the  20th  of 
SeptenJfer  1607,  whereby  he  ^ve  up  a  great  Part  of  his  Acr 
quifitions,  wnich  was  a  plain  Indication  of  the  Senfe  the  King 
had  of  his  own  Weakneis,  which  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  great 
Fauks  in  his  Government. 

His  old  Minifters  and  hb  old  Generals  bring  worn  out,  he 
fujppljr'd  the  Places  of  the  former  by  young  Men,  whofe  only 
mint  was  a  blind  Submiffion  to  his  Will ;  they  had  boundleu 
Power  in.thrir  refpeiSlive  Departments;  and  tho'  nothing  was 
more  vifible,  than  that  his  AfBurs  fufFcred  exceedingly  for  want 
of  a  Perfon  capable  of  fuperintendine  the  whole ;  yet  his  Va« 
nity  was  lb  great,  that  he  could  not  bear  the  Thou^ts  of  ap» 
pomting  a  prime  Minifter. 

His  Generals  were  promoted  by  Court  Intri^es,  and  the  Fa- 
vour of  Madame  Matntemny  who  governed  him  entirely.  His 
Naval  Fbrce  as  it  was  raifed  fuddemy,  fo  it  funk  as  um^ount- 
ably,  chiefly  for  veant  of  Money  to  nuintain  it ;  his  Armies  were 
ruin'd,  his  Subje£b  exhaufted,  and  the  Credit  of  France  waa 
entirely  fupported  by  the  Remembrance  of  that  Power  that  was 
now  in  a  ereat  Meaiure  decay'd*  Such  was  the  State  of  Things 
at  die  Clofe  of  this  Period. 

It  might  be  naturally  expefied,  that  confidering  the  Situa« 
tion  of  his  AflSiirs  after  die  Treaty  of  Ryfwick^  Lewis  XIV. 
fhould  have  contrived  the  moft  eflTedual  Means  for.  eafmg  his 
Subjefb,  by  improving  his  Country^  and  ieflening  the  Expence 
of  his  Government^  lie  did  however  quite  the  contrary,  he 
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kept  0^  as  great  aft  Al'my  in  Time  of  Peaee,  tt  iMiiid  Dave 
been  neceflary  if  the  War  had  continued  i  and  he  emrioj'd 
his  Troops  in  forming  Camps  of  Pieafurey  for  the  Infy^&ion^ 
his  Grand-Children,  as  if  the  Art  Militaty  had  been  ^n;  fole 
Science  worthv  of  a  Prince* 

By  thefe  Methods  he  ruined  the  Officers,  from  the  prodi- 
gious Expence  they  were  put  tO)  and  at  the  £une  time  aburm'd 
his  Neighbours^  who  could  not  conceive  that  he  had  no  other 
Mcaninjg  in  thefe  Incampments  than  to  wafte  Moneys  and 
exhibit  gaudy  Spedacles  to  pleafe  Boys.  It  is  without  Que- 
ftion  a  deep  Stroke  in  Politicks,  to  lull  all  the  fieighbeuring 
States  into  a  profound  Security  while  a  great  Defign  is  in  Con-* 
trivance,  which  might  be  eahly  difcpncerted  if  uifpefled,  and 
(o  bring^the  Difcovery  and  Decifion  to  the  World's  View  at 
once*  But  wantonly  to  alarm,  and  out  of  pure  Vanity  to  keep 
all  Europe  in  a  Ferment,  was  die  moft  efiedual  Means  to 
produce  an  Oppofition  greater  than  everj  and  accotdingly  it 
"did  produce  a  Confederacy^  which  fufficiendy  chaftis'd  that  km* 
prudence  which  g3.ve  Birth  to  it 

King  William^  from  a  fmcere  Concern  for  the  Peace  of 
Eur  ope  J  form'd  a  Project  for  dividing  the  5^»^.Dominioo9f 
to  which  the  French  King  confented ;  and  this  firft  Treaty 
of  Partition  was  figncd  (Sifober  1$  1698,  at  the  Hague^  hi* 
tween  the  Kings  of  Great-Britain  and  France^  and  die  States'^ 
General ;  whereby  it  was  agreed)  that  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples 
and  Sicily^  the  Places  pofTefied  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  Coa(t 
of  Tufcanyj  the  Marquifateof  Final,  the  Province  of  (yln^«/^« 
the  Towns  of  Fontarabia  and  St.  Sebaftian^  with  Port  raJJagCf 
(hould  be  given  to  the  Dauphin  \  the  Dutchy  of  Aftlan  to  die 
Emperor's  fecond  Son,  the  Archduke  Charles  \  and  aU  the 
reft  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  to  the  £le£bral  Prince  of 
Bavaria* 

In  a  few  Months  after,  this  young  Prince  died  at  Bruffels^  in 
the  fcventh  Year  of  his  Age,  which  made  a  fecond  Treaty  of  Par- 
tition ncccfTary,  by  which  Milan  was  added  to  the  Dauphifi^ 
Share,  upon  Condition  that  it  (hould  be  exchanged  for  Lorrain^ 
and  the  whole  Spanijh  Monarchy  was  given  to  the  Afch^luke 
Charles*  This  Treaty  was  figned  the  13th  of  March  1699,  and 
was  fo  unlucky,  as  to  give  SatisfaAion  to  nobody« 

The  Emperor  refufed  to  accept  it,  the  King  of  Spain  was 
extremely  offended  at  it,  and  the  Englijh  Nation  fell  upon  the 
King's  Minifters,  tho*  they  knew  that  the  whole  Tianfiidliort 
arofc  from,  and  was  condu£lcd  by  the  King  himfelf.  To  lay 
the  Truth,  it  was  a  Projeft  the  bcft  calculated  for  fecuring  the 
Ballance  of  Powerj  and  eflablilhing  theQjiiet  of  Europe^  that 
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Vhc  Crrcumftances  of  Things  would  admit ;  artd  V\z  Ch- 
'moiir  againft  it  was  d&  ill  fbtinded^  as  the  Oppofition  to  it  \v;is 
*iiianagM  with  ill  Manners, 

The  King  of  Spiiin^  to  prevent  the  Execution  of  this  Trea*^',' 

>8md  the  difmembring  of  his  Dominions,    on  the  ad  of  ^^'o- 

^ber  r.700,  figned  a  Will,  by  which  he  called  to  the  Succcffidh 

x>f  the  whole   Spanijh  Monarchy,  Philip  Duke  of  jlnjou^  fis 

*cond  Son  to  the  Dauphin^  after  him  his  youiTgct  Brother  the 

4>uke  of  Berry ^  next  the  Duke  of  Savpy^  'Mi  then  the  Arch*- 

*duke  CharleSy  and  dy'd  about  a  Month  rftcJr.     It  was  a  gre^t 

Queftion  at  the  Court  df  francf^  tvhether  this  Will  ihouH 

•be  accepted,  or  whether  his  Majcfty  {hould  adhere  to  the  hR 

Treaty  df  Pai^tltion  ^  biit  at  length,  a  Refolution  was  taken  to 

accept  the  Will,  and  the  Duke  of  jfnjou  was  declared  Kii^ 

'Cf  ^painy    by  the  Name  of  Philip  V.    in  which  it  has  been 

thought   Lewis  XIV.  forgot  his  Duty    as  the  Parent  of  hfs 

•People,  to  follow  his  natural  AfFedtion  as  the  Father  -ef  hk 

Family. 

King  fTtHiam  vHi  the  S/bih  -diJIerhble^  at  fir^,  by  aC- 
•knowlaigin|  and 'com{>lifQentingKine  T'^/Tr^^  but  this  feenfis 
to  have  been  owing  to  the  Nature  of  the  Government  in  bodi 
Countries  whith  made  ft'neceffiiry  to  Be  feciire  df  the  Sen- 
timents of  the  People  bef6re  their  *RuIers  of^enly  declared  theh: 
t>wn  ;  and  to  fpeak  my  private  Opinion  freely,  I  bcKcve  thi^ 
Condud  in  their  refpe&ve  Governments,  iiad  no  fifiaU  Share 
•in  bringing  the  EngUJb^ajii  Dutch  Nations  to  declare  fo  >^rarmly 
as  they  did  for  a  War  with  France^  Into  \irhk:h  their  Govef- 
nors  very  readily  came,  upon  <a  Strppofition  that  they  Ihould 
be  fupported  therein  with  the  fame  Unanimity  and  Spirit,  b^ 
V^hich  they  ^ere  c^citefl  tliereto  ;  and  for  fome  time  they 
were  not  difappointcd.  Thus  the  Reader  fees  in  a  very  narrow 
Compais,  the  true  Grounds  of  that  general  War,  which  had 
fo  great  an  £fFe<Sl  on  the  AiFairs  of  Europe^  and  which  are 
fo  necelBuy  to  be  thoroughly  underftood  at  pref^t,  in  or^^ 
tier  to  form  a  right  Judgement  of  what  we  ou^ht  to  hqpfe 
or  fear. 

The  World  feems  ^o  Wb  fo  "AfrS^rtafNT  perfuaied  of  the 
great  Wifdom  and  Policy  of  Liwis  XIV.  .in  laying  hii 
bchemes  for  fecuring  the  Crown  of  Spain  to  his  Family,  that 
ft  will  be  a  very  difficult  Thing  to  perfuade  them,  that  thii 
Notion  is  ill-founded  $  but  the  Trudi  will  appear,  from  ah 
impartial  Confideration  of  Fa£ls,  which  I  (hall  endeavour  to 
Jay  together  in  the  fuccindleft  Method^  poflible  ;  it  being  rieu 
ther  agreeable  to  my  Pur-pofe   or  Intention,  to  center  mto  i 
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particular  Detail  of  the  War,  which  is  too  wdl  known » to 
need  any  fuch  Account 

It   muft   be  acknowledged,   diat  the  Meafures   taken   bj 
the  French  King  for  puttine  his   Grandfon   into  immedirtc 
Pofleffion  of  the  extenfive  Dominions  of  the  Spanijb  Mo- 
narchy, were  well  concerted  and  .thoroughly  executed.    The  ^| 
Marquis  de  Villars^  the  French  Ambaflador  at  Madrid^  had   ' 
eained  the  Hearts  of  the  Spamfi  Grandees ;  the   Priiioe  of    \ 
Taudementy  and  the  reft  of  die  Governors  of  the  Provinces 
in  Itafy^  were  fecured ;  the  Duke  of  Sav^  having  married 
one  Daughter  to  the  Heir  apparent  of  France^  and  anoCfaer 
to  the  new  Kins  of  Spahy  could  not  avoid  takii^  tbe  fiune 
fide ;  as  for  the  Law  Countries^   they   were  delivered   up  by 
die  Eledor  of  Bavariei^  who  had  ronzied  a  ftrong  Earty  for 
the  French  in  Gemun^, 

Butftill  theMifchiefe  remained  that  have  been  before  men* 
tioned;  thatisto&y,  the  feveral  Branchy  of  the  Miniftiy  were 
in  the  Hands  of  young  Men  of  very  mean  Alnlities ;  and  die 
Direction  of  the  vdiole  was  in  an  old  Lady,  oppofed  and  hated 
hy  the  wfade  Royal  Family,  the  King  excepted.  He  had  few 
General  Officers  of  great  Caoacity,  and  diofe  be  had  were 
not  employed,  or  if  employeo,  not  trufted.  His  Marine  was 
in  a  bad  Condition,  his  Finances  in  a  worle,  and  nothine  but 
his  abfolute  Power  of  taking  every  Shilling  of  ready*A£>n^ 
firom  his  Subje£b,  by  altering  the  Value  of  his  Coin,  whi^ 
he  pra^lifed  over  and  over  with  as  litde  Ceremony  as  Con- 
icience,  could  have  enabled  him  to  find  wherewithal  to  defray 
thofe  Expences ;  for  which  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  run  in 
Debt  \  and  through  the  whole  Couife  of  the  War  he  de&ayed 
np  other. 

As  foon  as  the  Grand  Confederacy  was  formed,  hit  law 
many  Courts  a£t  a  very  different  Part  from  what  he  expeded. 
As  tor  Inftance,  Sweden  entered  into  a  Neutrality,  Denmark 
and  PruJJia  a£ted  againft  him,  nor  was  it  long  before  his  moft 
.ufeful  and  neceftary  Allies,  fuch  as  the  King  of  Perhiged  and 
the  Duke  of  Savoy^  deferted  him,  and  all  his  Schemes  were 
broken. 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough^  by  die  Viftory  of  Blenheim^ 
reftored  the  Ai&irs  of  the  Emperor  and  Empire ;  he  was  fo 
diftrefled  in  Itafyy  that  he  was  glad  to  evacuate  it  to  lave 
Spain^  and  even  there  his  Grandfon  was  more  than  once  driven 
from  his  Capital.  In  the  Low  Countries^  his  Armies  were 
continually  beaten.  All  his  fbong  Fortrefles  taken,  and  among 
tKe  reft  Zi/Zr,  the  moft  valuable  rlace  in  his  Dominions,  after 
Paris^   wnich  he  once  had  Thoughts  of  quitting, 
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On  the  whole,  after  carrying  on  the  War  for  feven  Yearr, 
lie  found  his  Affairs  in  fo  bad  a  Situation,  that  be  would  very 
gladly  have  accepted  the  Treaty  of  Partition,  or  even  worfa 
i  erms,  if  the  Allies  would  have  confented  to  them ;  but  all 
his  Offers  being  rejected,  the  Defpair  of  his  Subje£b  did  more 
for  him  than  he  was  able  to  do  at  firft  with  all  his  Policy  and 
Power;  and  yet  it  is  very  queftionable  whether  the  Crown  of 
Spain  would  ever  have  been  left  to  his  Grandfon,  if  the 
Death  of  the  Emperor  Jofiph  had  not  rendered  it  a  Thing  diffi* 
cult  for  the  Allies  to  know  where  to  place  it  better. 

This  produced  the  Peace  of  Vtnchty  in  which  all  that  Was 
cither  good  or  tolerable  Was  copied  from  the  two  Treaties  of 
Partition.  It  was  figned  in  March  1712-13 ;  and  if  the  Allies 
had  been  unanimous  in  making  it^  might  have  been  much 
better  than  it  Was ;  but  the  Emperor  pernfting  in  his  Refiifal^ 
the  War  was  dill  carried  on  againft  him^  and  did  not  end 
till  the  Year  afterwards,  by  the  figning  of  the  Peace  of  Badin^ 
on  the  feventh  of  JUHe  17 14. 

Thus  ended  this  Period,  when  France  was  reduced  much 
lower  than  (he  had  ever  been ;  for  not  only  her  Armies  were 
broken,  her  Fleets  entirely  ruined,  and  a  great  part  of  her  for* 
merCon^uefts  yielded  up;  but  what  Was  much  Worfe,  the 
People  w6re  fallen  into  the  moft  abjefi  Degree  of  Mifery,  th# 
Credit  of  the  Crown  was  funk,  the  Succeffion  depended  upon 
the  Life  of  a  fickly  In&nt,  the  reigning  Monarch  was  very 
infirm,  and  the  Court  divided  into  Fadions  :  So  that  if 
Lewis  XIV.  had  the  Satisfaflion  of  beholding  the  Rife  and 
Proerels  of*  the  Gallic  Power,  he  had  alfo  the  Mortification 
of  teeing  it  decline,  and  was  very,  very,  near  looking  upon 
its  Ruin. 

The  Cares  of  Lewis  XIV.  after  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace,  were  fuch  as  ought  to  have  been  the  Cares  of  his 
whole  Life  ;  for  they  were  bent  to  fecure  the  Succeffion»  of 
the  Royal  Family,  and  to  reftore  the  Trade  and  Welfare  of 
his  Subjedb }  as  to  both  which  he  appeared  now  very  follici-* 
tous ;  nor  did  he  make  any  Scruple  of  confeffing^  that  Experience 
had  convinced  him  of  the  Error  of  his  former  Conduft,  and  of 
the  FoDies  of  which  he  had  been  guilty,  in  preferring  his  own 
Grandeur  to  the  Good  of  his  People^  and  the  Luftre  of  his 
Reien  to  the  Safety  of  the  State. 

He  gave  all  the  /\fliftance  that  was  requifite  to  his  Grandfort 

'Phility  for  extinguifhing  the  Remains  of  the  Sf^«(^  War,  by 

the  Redu£lIon  of  Catalonia  i  he  gave  Satis&aion  to  the  King  of 

Great  Britain^    in   reference  to  the  Ports   of    Dunkirk   and 

Mardyke  ;   and  he   executed  very  punftually    whatever  de- 
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peiuled  upbti  htm  in  rdatita  to  the  Duttb^  nroni  Ai  ffopd 
of  leaving FrancS  widiout  any  Appidienfions  fironindf  NdriH 
bouis  at  the  Time  of  his  Dec«de»  He  was  Veiy  attentilFt 
alfo  to  what  he  thought  might  contribute  to  the  AmuMi 
Quiet  of  his  Subjeasi  as  Dirdl  al  totheEftablUiuntnt  ofhis  ik 
l^Itlnute  C^(fhg. 

In  fegafd  to  the  former,  he  conftituted  bv  his  Will  a  Celuicd' 
of  Rcg^cy,  .<At  purpofe  to  exclude  the  Duke  of  O^ieiinf^  fait 
Ne{>hew,  wKofe  Fidelity  hefufpe£bed^  and  of  whole  Ambida^ 
he  wias  afraid )  and  be  csiufed  this  Will  of  his  to  he  ■  dqK>* 
lited  with  the  Parliament  o^  Parisy  who  gave  if  the  &ul6tioii 
of  that  (mail  Authority  Which  he  ha4  lot  themi  tit  likeJ' 
wifecaufed  an  EdiAto  be  t^ftcted,  whctteby  he  dedared  his 
Sons,  the  Duke  of  Maim  suidCoiilit  TmUufe^  Legkimaitef  mk 
capable  of  fucceeding  to  the  CroHIni  after  thbtc  l^^y .  entitled 
thereto :  And  having  thus  -put  both  his  pnvxte  aiid  publictf 
Ailairs  intoQrdef»  he  did  not  feem  ihudi  liirpH^  at  we  A|M 
proach  of  Death.  .        . 

In  his  laft  Moments  he  bdutved  like  a  Chnftiin  ftnct  t 
King  $  like  a  Chriftian,  in  bewailing:  his  Vicesy  anct  the  had- 
Contequcnces  With  Which  they  h^  been  attended  i  like  a* 
King,  in  advifihg  his  Succeilbr  (ftibCcklv  to  bewaite  6i  fek 
lowing-hts  Example,  to  .ftudy  Peace,  ana  to  be  truly  die  Pa«( 
rent  of  his  People^  Ih  this  Dii^fitlon  o/  Mind)  after  enduring 
the  fliarpeft  Agonies  in  his  Sody,  he  .e}n>i|ed  StpUmUr  1$ 
171  $9  N.  S.  in  the  feventy-iecond  Year  <lf  his  iteigh}  and  when 
he  wanted  four  Days  of  being  feventy<feiren  Yesbis  of  Age«  * 

He  was  ftiled  Lewis  the  Gk£AT,  with  what  Heafim  thtf 
deader  has  feen.  He  was,  though  unlearned,  a  gfeat  fei' 
courager  and.  Prote£lor  .of  Learning,  and  more  fo  of  f1at-> 
tery«  ije  was -no  great  Soldier,  and  yet  loved  Wai**  Hi# 
Courage  t(ras  not  very  clear,  but 'he  had  great  Firmnefi  o^ 
Mindi  In  Profperitv  he  was  haughty^  but  not  abje£l  in  Ad« 
veriity«  tie  was  jealous  of  his  eldeft  Son,  but  afFeAioiiate  to 
his  Famihr  f  he  Was  a  very  (aithful  Friend,  and  a  verv  kind 
Mafter.  His  Amoufs  were  numerous  and  icaiidalous  i  nis  Bc^ 
haviour  to  his  Qut%$t  ^^^^}i  Without  Tenderness  $  to  his  Mo^ 
ther  refpedful,  without  Aircition  i  to  his  Brothef  iufpiciousf 
but  not  indecent* 

As  a  King,  he  was  ambitfoils  with  fcffisSt  to  his  Weighbborsf 
arbitrary  toward,  his  SubJe&S|  and  boundleis  in.  both«  With 
r.^ad  to  die  former,  he  had  no  Tie  but  Intereft ;  in  reference 
ig  the  latter,  no  Law  but  his  WiO^  He  intirely  fubvcrted 
the  Conftitution  of  his  Country.  He  left  the  Princes  of  his 
£loodi  without  Power,,  and  his  Parliaocnis  wtthoift.  Aatho<» 
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ritX'  The  Force  of  his  Kingdom  he  reduced  to  a  Standing- 
Army  ;  the  Property  of  hia  Subje^b  he  rendered  precarious, 
^d  every  Rank  of  them  intirely  4ependeot  upon  the  Will  of 
hjs  SuccefTor* 

In  fine,  he  was  a  Rebel  to  the  Court,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
a  Slave  to  the  Church  of  Rome;  he  had  a  Pa^ioii  for  Glory, 
^ith  fcarce  any  Tinfture  of  Virtue ;  and  with  all  the  Vices 
^nd  Weaknefs  of  a  Man,  had  the  Vanity  to  ftile  and  think 
himfelf  immortal.  Such  was  the  Character  of  LnuU  XIV. 
when  painted  by  the  Pencil  of  Tfuth,  how  different  foever 
i^  may  be  from  the  Pjdhires  4rawii  of  him  by  Foes  or  Flat-, 
terers, 

-This  Prince  married  Ataria  Therefa  Daughter  of  Philip  Vf. 
I^ing  of  Sp^irty  Anno  1660,  by  whom  he  had  IfTue  only  one 
Son  that  lived,  vix.  Lewis  Dauphin  of  France^  who  married 
Jj^ary^jfrtne-Chri/iinCj  Siller  to  the  Duke  of  Bavaria^  by 
whom  he  had  IfTue  three  Sons,  viz.  L  Lewis  Duke  of  Bur^ 
gundy y  born  Anno  ibiz.  II.  Phitfp^  Duke  of  Jnjou^  King  of 
Sfain,  boxnAftno  1683.  ^I.  G^^n^  Duke.of  Berryy  born  in 
1684,  who  died  without  IfTue.  Lavis  |j;e  Dauphin  died  ^/m^ 
X71 1,  whereupon  Liwis  Duke  of  Burgumfy  his  eldeft  Son  fug-* 
peeded  to  the  Title  of  Dauphin* 

This  Prince  married  Mary  Adefai^t  eM^  Daught^  to  the 
Duke  of  Savoyy  afterwards  King;  of  Sardinia ^  Anno  1608,  and. 
^ied  17x^1  leavii^g  IfTiie  of  his  marriage  three  Sons,  ot  which 
the  two  eldefft^  iufed  Duk^  of.  Br itany  fucceffively,  diedfoon 
after  him  in  their  Infancy ;  but  Lewis  his  third  Son,  born 
Anno  ijio^  furvived  them  all,  and  fits  at  prcfcnt  on  the 
Throne  of  his  Great  Grandfather. 

His  Natural  Children, by  Madan\e  4(f.  ^  Fap^^%  were  Mary 
Anne  de  Bourbon j  bom  in  1666,  and  i^mrriqd  in  <68o  to 
Lewis  of  Bourbon^  ^W\^^  <^f  Q^l^h  w«hQ  died  without  IfTue 
by  her, 

^y  M^icUm^  de  Monltjp0i^  I.  Lewis  Augujlus  de  Bourbon^ 
Duke  of  Maine^  born  in  1670,  who  by  his  Wife  Louifa^ 
Daughter  to  the  Prince  of  Conde^  had  a  Daughter  called  Ma- 
damoifelle  d^  Aunwle^  bom  in  1697^  and  two  Sons ;  Lewis 
Auguftus  Prince  of  DomheSy  born  in  1700 ;  Lewis  Charles 
Count  of  Eu^  born  I70i^  II.  Louifa  Frances  de  Bourbon^ 
nilcd  M^AA^^no'ifclk  de  NanfeSy  born- in  1673,  and  married  to 
Lewi^  Duj^e  of  Bourbon  in  1685 ;  whofe  ChUdren  were  Ma-x 
damoifelle  ^  ^ourbmy  born  1690 ;  Lewis  puke  of  Enguien^ 
bom  1692  ;  Louifa  Madamoifdle  de  Charololsy  born  1603 1 
and  Louify  Anne^  C^Ucd  Madamoifell^  $ensy  born  in  I99i« 
IQ.  Lewn  Jtexanier  de  Bourbon^  Count  oiThouloufey  bon;i  \^7^% 
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late  Adminil  of  FraK^i^  wfaofe  Son,  die  Duke  Jk  PmHfi^fn^ 
nojK  enjoys  that  high  Office,  IV*  Frances  Mtrj  i$  BmtrUi^ 
ftiled  Mad^imoifelle  ^  J?&/Vy  bom  1681. 

His  Majefty's  only  legitiniate  Brother  yras  FhiUt  Duke  of 
Orleans^  iirft  married  to  rknriitta  ^rioy  Daughter  to  Gmria  L 
King  of  Bnglandj  by  whom  he  bad  one  Daughter^  married  to 
the  Duke  of  Sifvof.  He  was  afterwards  married  to  CSmrbHa 
BUzabethy  Daughter  to  Q)arks  Lewis  EleAor  PakOmef  by 
whom  he  had  IfTue,  Philip  Duke  of  Chartres^  lat^  Duke  of 
Orleans' znA  Regenf  of  France^  who  married  Franks  AiarjJk 
Bourbm^  ftjled  NIadamoifelle  de  Bfois^  by  whom  be  had  die 
prefent  Duke  of  Orleans  ;  Lewis  de  Bourbon^  who  \m  4»SSft^ 
Moria^  Daughter  of  Prince  Lewi^  of  Badin^  has  Iflue».  luewis 
Phitipy  Duke  of  QH^rtreSp  born  1725,  and  married  to  hmj^ 
flenrietta  of  Bosurbm  Conti, 

The  Caire  that  had  be^  taken  by  the  Great  Mpnardi  Lewis 
^IV.  for  the  Security  of  his  In£mt  Succeflbr^  and  lus  SuMcfe, 
was  juft  a^  inefFqdual  as  the  Pains  taken  by  Lfwis  Xm»  in 
fetding  the  Regency  at  the  Banning  of  his  own  Rden,  that 
is  to  fay,  the  Duke  of  Orleans  ^ed  now  the  very  iamerartthat 
the  Queen  Mother  a^ed  then,  and  by  careffing  die  t^Ihunent 
for  a  Moment,  in  pving  them  Hopes  of  feeing  th^r.Audmrity 
reilored,  procured  their  Affifhmce  to  the.  fing|b  Aft  tfaat  could 
enable  him,  to  operate  upon  their  Power  at  alL 

This  Point  once  n^anaged,  and  the  Duke  of  OrUaus  being 
declare4  fble  Regent  during  the  Minority  of  Lewis  XV.  the  Go? 
vemment  was  ccunpleatly  reflored,  fince  the  Regient  gpvemed 
^m  that  Day  as  abfolut^  as  the  late  King  had  done«  He 
began  his  Adminiftradoq,  as  all  able  Princes  do,  with  Afis  of 
I^ity  and  Mildnefs,  and  with  a  great  Appearance  of  Zeal 
for  the  publick  Good. 

His  Plan  for  foreign  Aflairs  was  the  beft  laid,  and  beftoon* 
du£ted  that  the  Fremb  bad  ever  feen  3  it  is  indeed  probaUe, 
that  he  was  principally  moved  thereto  by  the  Conlideration  di 
his  particular  Interdl ;  but  whatever  his  Motive  was,  his  Conr 
du£t  was  right.  He  fteddil^  adhered  to  the  lafl  Treaty  of 
iPeaccL^  and  he  (hew'd  a  W^Uuignefs  to  po^tribute  to  fixing  a| 
jprue  Ballance  of  Power* 

He  was  fo  far  from  diAenibling,  that  he  laid  open  to  aH  tfa« 
World  the  miferable  State  that  France  was  in  i  and  certainly  in 
fhis  he  ^tSbsd  like  a  great  Polidcian  ;  for  on  the  one  hand,  it 
Tvflifiei  his  Meafures  at  home,  and  on  the  other,  it  gained  him 
Credit  abroad ;  for  by  delivering  her  Neigjiibours  from  the  Fear 
pf  l^rance^  he  brou^t  them  to  CQ|ifide  in  hi^  Pfoqi^fts*  an4 
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he  made  ufe  of  this  Confidence  to  re-eftabliih  her  Aflfairs  upon  a 
Iblid  Foundation.  a 

In  refpe^l  to  Domeftick  Concerns  he  aded  with  the  lame 
Prudence  and  Moderation.  He  ereded  feveral  Councils  agree- 
able to  the  late  King's  Will,  forefeeing  the  Confiifion  this 
would  create,  and  the  fair  Opportunity  it  would  give  him  of 
fupprefling  them ;  and  he  reftored  to  the  Parliament  their  an- 
cient Liberty  of  debating  upon  A£b  of  State,  before  they  gave 
them  the  SandHon  of  their  Authority.  Thefe  were  all  very 
proper  as  well  as  popular  Steps  ;  they  ferved  to  fettle  his  Au- 
thority, and  to  enable  him  to  make  ufe  of  it  afterwards  as 
he  thought  mofl  convenient 

He  had  his  Views,  as  all  other  Princes  have ;  and  he  (hewed 
himfelf  a  great  Prince,  by  taking  the  Precautions  neceilary  to 
fix  his  Power,  before  he  made  his  Views  evident,  from  his  En- 
deavours to  accomplifh  them.  In  this  indeed  lay  his  Strength^ 
he  knew  perfe£tiy  how  to  conceal  hisDefigns  under  fpecious 
Pretences,  to  give  thofe  Pretences  the  highdl  Colourings  pof- 
fible,  and  never  to  bring  his  real  Intentions  into  publick  View> 
earlier  than  he  was  fecure  of  trampling  upon  all  Oppofition. 

When  he  had  thus  fettled  Peace  abroad,  and  his  Autho- 
rity at  home^  he  liffned  to  die  Cries  of  the  People,  and  efhi- 
blifhed  a  new  Court  of  Judicature^  for  calling  to  an  Account 
fuch  as  had  the  Management'  of  the  Publick  Revenue  in  tho 
former  Reign,  and  were  vimolt  the  only  Peo{de  in  the  King* 
dom  that  enjoyed  affluent  Fortunes  utnler  the  prefent  The 
Pretence  was  fpecious ;  and  tho'  this  Enquiry  might  be  con* 
dudled  with  a  Severity  that  bordered  upon  InjufHce,  yet  it 
anfwer'd  the  Purpofe  ot  the  Court,  and  did  not  give  general 
Offence. 

He  would  have  had  Recourfe  to  healingMtlafures  in  the  Churchy 
but  in  that  refpedt  his  good  Deftgns  were  defeated ;  and,  as 
is  but  too  frequent,  thofe  who  by  their  Profef&on  are  of  all 
others  moft  bound  to  promote  Peace,  were  thofe,  who  by  the 
Authority  that  Profeffion  gave  them,  hindered  it  the  moft« 

The  Regent  faw  and  underflood  perfeflly  the  many  mlf^ 
chievous  Confequences  that^  flowed  from  the  freouent  Varia- 
tions that  had  been  made  in  the  Value  of  tht  Coin  during 
the  laft  Reign  ;  but  what  he  mofl  regretted  was,  ^that  the 
People  underflood  thofe  fo  well,  that  it  was  impoflible,  as 
Things  flood,  for  any  Ufe  to  be  made  of  this  Expedient 
under  his  Adminiflratton. 

To  corred  this  Evil,  and  mort  efpecially  to-  fet  his  own 
Hands  at  Liberty ;  on  die  12th  oi  O^obtr  17159  hepublifh'd 
an  EdidU  in  whjgh  h?  fet  in  a  very  dear  Ia^x.  ^^  '^'^'^• 
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cigal  Jnconx^l^cies  tba^folibiirfid  this  IVaAicf^  m  tvdS  wt* 
the AdVanis^ged  that.in^. AecdTacify  mtud*^fjnmi^Ajhi§{i^ 
thij^LyO,  and  fixing  the  (^oin  on  an  suitable  tan4!  MBBiovtaUcN. 
FoiRdation^  ;c^  wMch  'tfi^s  £(^^  gave  ^pcp,.^.hJr  (^cchringi; 
that  the  Piftole  or  Le(^s  d^Oci  itmld  foe  mr.  nm*in  «f  ^' 
Value  of  fourteen  Livm^^Which  itmtf  d)9l  ai(/:]JBuit'no  Jboiler- 
had  tbb  .£di£;b.prtxluccd;  iti;£ffea»  tfkaa  tim  itcgqnt  ttflS«4 
aqorhciij.  ,t)jr  whirfi  tJic;Sub)ic0s.  were  Teqi|ini4  .^  .psgr*  tbeiii^ 
Money  ipty>  the  Mint  aubej^^  of  iuiteeA  I^f^iot  tfliMkX«cwritr 
d'Or>  which  were  iffiiedagain  at  the  &at5roi^^ll|rea[hr»^i  >  .  't 
I  menUOA  tU^  Inflana^  p^tofinany»fortiiiaReam»}  Ator 
Hrfti  imxhdt  1 0i^y  aji^tb^  Raider  a  V4ew  of;die  piftktftrof^feAr 
French  Govemment»  and  the  Hardihips  i%  vm  f^igcd^MtotnKi 
poile  upon  ils  lSubjo£is  it  and  fecondly,  to  ^ve.  a  ^pepoien  of* 
the  Ream's,  Policy,  yhich  v^  cfi  the  mat  ficamp  chrou^jM 
6ut;  that  is  to  fay,  he  made  no  Scruple  of  profieflfaig . -aiiiflN 
thi^£.Jth^t  nfi^t  &PK  bh  Purpofc,  and  afiing.  vMk  ttSpi& 

WIS  eiiljc  ^tfv'r^pci:  to^  Tqjiftftions  at  iloq^Ai^^rviCh  icfe*\ 
r^encetpForttgnPiiiicetihe  yaj^  c^riouij^howi.hfe  iilEit J  jntoo 
Engagements,  but  was  afterwards funifhtd in  fmrfmoing  theoi.* 

It  is  impoffiblef  fb-i^y  fpeakl^gi  to  juftUy  focb  ^mOitk 
dqA.aS'the  Regent  purfued  ^  .but  one  may  nave  k9ve*l»-fi^  itt»* 
bisExcufe,  th^  he  found  theGovernnient  andntkeNarionia'^ 
a  moft  undone  Condition,,  with  a  Debt  almoftfb^ondfie^ 
lief,  fince  fome  have  calculated  it  at  no  lefi  thanrtbm  hundred^ 
Million  Sterli/i^  m^Oyithftai^dJiiig  ibme  confidqfabfo  Spunges 
thathadh9enma4(;iAt)icfii^eced}j)gR^  ,  .>. 

Bfifa^^ifi^  ^ile  ^e  OoxciV^i|M»l^  wa&i»  tkis  Condition^, 
jti  c0idd  neiuies  aA  for  its  own  Secvrity,  nor  Cmt  the  ReK^ 
^fthc  Nation,  but  muft  be  obliged  from  Time  t6  Time  t^ 
Uy  heavy  Burdens  upon  the  Whble,  in  order  to  give  (bme 
tSati$fe£^ion  to  that  Part  of  the  People  who  were  become  Crch-/ 
ditors  tio  tb^  Puiblick.  This  it.  vitas  that  induced  him  to 
liltcn  to  a.Pcojeik  of  Mr.  JafiJ^  LaiPy  a  Native  of  ScatUmd^ 
and  a  Man  of  a  peculiar  Caft  oCMind,  who  knew  bow  ta* 
'^1%  thofe  Schrnvss  of  Calculation,^  which  hidierto  had  ferred 
only  priv^e  and  paultry  Purpoics^  to  the  great  Afikiis  of  i 
Natioa^  and  th#  eictijcating  a  Goxenimest  from  fuch  Dif*. 
jicultics  as  thai  fA,  France  was  thea  undes^ 

.The  Patron  and.  thp  Projedor  mo^  a&  well  fuited  to  eadi> 
other  as  foidd?  bc,.c^ceived.     The  Regent^  had  he. been  in 
a  private  Station,   would  probably  have  been  the  Contriver- 
€^  this  Schdm^;  tl)e  Projedor,  had  he  beea  veiled  with  the 
^t^tnc's  Pg^^ersL  vr^iyJ4  h;Lve  had.  Qouiage.  opbugh  to  have* 
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executed  if  in  its  utmod  Extent,  The  Colour  that  w»  givwi 
to  wis  Affair  vras  the  ere£ling  a  new  Company  lor  carrying} 
on  a  Commerce  to  Louiftanay  ot  iht  Kivcr  Aitjfi/^l ',  hviflhs; 
ttuc  Defign  was  to  pay  the  Debts,  of  the  French  ooycnxmfiD^ 
without  Money,  or  with  other  Pcopfes  Money. 

I  mean  by  othei:  Peoples  Moncy^  the  Money  o{  Foreigners  i 
and  this  Affair  was  managed  whn  fach  A^^drefs,  that  in  the 
Year  17 19  the  new  Company  offered  to  lend  the  Govern- 
ment fifteeh  hondred  Millions.  ofLJvrcs.  Inth^  mean  Time 
however  the  Regent  had  been  obliged  to  praftlffc  fo  many 
Methods  of  raifmg  and  falling  Mohcy^  o(  ftopplrig  the  Cur- 
rency of  Cafli,  forcing  of  Currency  forNotes^  and  conftrain* 
ing  fuch  as 'had  any  Uold  or  Silver,  to  part  with  it,  whcthoc 
they  would  or  not ;  that  he  was  oblrged  to  ftop  fhort  in  the 
Execution  of  Mn  Law^  Schcmcj^  ami  to  drive  hin\  out  pif 
the  Kingdom. 

YiBt,  after  alt  thh,  ^n<J  notwithfhndlng  the  Difh*rba«^ 
Clamour,  and  Confufion  which  ^eBufineft  of  the  Bankj['the 
In^iia  Company,  and  otheif  l^xpedrents  Mr.  L^m;  *  fugedfted, 
produced,  the  Government  was  a  jgreat  Gainer  upon  the  Whole,* 
and  a  very  large  Proportion  of  the  Debt  was,  if  not  paid,  fit 
Icaft  refolvcd  intm  Waflc  Paper,  ft  was  certainty  an  iniqui- 
tous Scheme  in  its  Nature,  and  fach  a  one  as  no  Man  of 
Probky  wouM  have  formed,  or  could  have  executed  ;  but  not^- ' 
withflanding^  alt  this,  when  executed  it  was  certainly  attend- 
ed with  htiie  good  Eflefb.   . 

While  the  Regent  was  thus  flruggKng  to  fhce  the  Govern- 
ment oiFfvnce  from  the  DifRcultres  ft  was  under,  eccafione^ 
chiefly  by  the  long  War  carried  on  to  pjacc  PhiBp  V;  on  the 
Throne  of  S^i;t,  that  Prince  committed  his  AfRiirs  to  an  en-' 
terprizing  Minifter,  the  famous  Qirdinal  Alberom^  who  is  ftill 
living;  and  who,  infbead  of  fubmitting,  as  former  Miniilers- 
had  done,  to  the  Meafures  prcfcribed  by  France^  ftruck  out  a 
Plan  of  his  own,  which  he  would  have  obliged  the  Regent " 
to  follow ;    and  which  confifted  in  recovering  all  the  Pro- 
vinces that  had  been  difmembred  from  the  Spanijh  Monarchy 
by  the  late  Treaties  of  Peace. 

The  Ike^nt  declared  that  he  Jook*d  upon  this  as  contrary 
to  Juftice  J  but  h  is  certah^  that  he  confidcrtd  it  as  nbt  at 
all  confifteht  with  his  Intcycf^ ;  ^nd  therefore*,  ihflcad  of  pro- * 
moting,  he  oppps'd  it,  agreeable  to  the  Engagements  he  was 
under  to  the  hnperial  ^naBrhiJb  Courts.  The  SfantJ^  Court^ 
or  rather  the  Sfdnijh  Miniftcr,  took  this  fo  ill,  that  he  refolved 
to  form  a  Party  in  Ffartce^  anct  even  to  fccure  the  Pcrlon  o( 
the  Duke  Regc(^<;  and  as  ytrdd  and  extrjrs  agunt  as  t^his  Plot '* 


might  feem,  the  Prince  de  CelUmare^  fben  Ae  ifadjb  hsAA 
fedor  at  the  Court  of  France,,  took  hb  Meaiures  fo  well,  diat 
he  ^Kas  very  near  carrying  it  into  Execution ;  it  waa  however 
very  critically  difcovered,  that  Minifter  arretted  and  fept  out 
of  France^  fome  Gentlemen  dlBntagni  who  were  deqxft  in 
&is  Scheme  Ibft  their  Lives,  and  very  foon  after,  an  open  War- 
broke  out  between  the  two  Nations.  * 

But  as  5^»  could  not  fufl^n  herfelf  with6ut  dieAflifiance 
otFrance^  much  le(s  ajgainft  the  Power  of  that  Monarch,  joined 
with  the  reft  of  her  Opponents,  Cardinal  Jlbenm^  was  obliged 
to  give  Way,  the  Crown  of  Spain  acceded  to  die  Qvadrupie 
AlUance ;  and  it  vras  agreed  mat  die  young  King  diFramt 
{hould  marry  the  In£u)ta  of  Spain  \  and  tiut  the  Prince  of 
Jfturias  (houki  marry  one  of  die  ILegenfs  Daugfitoa,  a9d 
Don  Carbs  the  other.  • 

All  Things  being  thus  fetded,  and  thePdice  cfSmypg  for 
the  prefent  reftore^  the  Regent's  Afiairs  wore  a  nuidi  better 
Afped  than  they  had  done,  and  all  .the  Powers  cfEnrtfi  iaw 
with  Surprize,  but  without  Jealoufy,  FraHa  dsuly  recovering 
its  Luftre.  This  is  a  Proof  that  the  Regent'a  Condufi  was 
agreeable  to  die  true  Intereft  of  the  Kingdom  he  govem'd ; 
and  that  he  much  better  undefflood  the  Art  of  makim /fuwr 
truly  formidable,  than  thofe  who  afFe6l  at  every  Turn  to 
make  her  appear  fe.  But  to  purfue  die  Thread  of  our  Nar- 
ration, and  leave  thefe  Political  Points  to  the  Confideradon 
and  Deciiion  of  the  judicious  Reader. 

In  1722,  the  Regent  caufed  his  Majefty  to  be  crowned  at 
Jibetms,  and  in  tne  Beginning  of  the  following  Year,  he 
was  declared  of  full  Age  in  Parliament  The  Regent  knew 
well  of  what  Conlequence  it  was  to  preferve  Forms,  diou^ 
he  never  meant  bv  taking  thefe  Steps  to  relinquifh  bis  own 
Authori^.  By  his  Advice  therefore,  his  own  Creature  and 
Favourite,  Cardinal  Du  Boisy  was  declared  Prime  Mini^» 
but  did  nothing  but  by  his  Royal  Highnefs's  Dire^on ;  fo 
that  the  Duke  &d  ftill  the  intire  Adminiftration  of  the  Affiurs 
of  the  Nation  without  any  Tide  or  Office  whatever. 

He  was  very  well  fatisfied  with  this  Situation  of  Things, 
but  in  the  Nlonth  of  Auguji  following  his  Promotion  die 
Cardinal  died  ;  and  the  Duke  of  Orkansy  too  prudent  to  tnift 
any  other  Perfon  with  the  Tide  of  Prime  Minifter,  aflced  the 
King  for  it,  or  rather  affiimed  it  himfelf.  The  Confufion 
that  Cardinal  Du  Bois  left  his  Papers  in,  and  the  delicate  Na-< 
ture  of  many  of  his  Correfpondencies,  obliged  the  Duke  to 
apply  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  Induftry  and  Diligence  to  tliQ, 
putdpg  th^m  in  Oi4cr;|  i{i  whi^h  \i%  was  fo  i^de&dgahle,  that 
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he  late  up  all  theNidit  of  thefirftof  JD/^^mS^  1723,  dioi^ 
he  found  himfclf  leveral  Times  very  near  £Eiintin&  and  the  next 
Day  in  the  Afternoon  he  died  of  a  Fit  of  the  Apoplexy,  with 
great  Proje£b  in  his  Head,  and,  as  many  have  thought,  whea 
he  was  on  the  Point  of  carrying  fome  or  them  into  Execution* 

Upon  the  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  the  Condufl:  of 
the  State  devolved  upon  the  next  Prince  of  the  Blood  of  an 
Age  fuitablc  to  the  Employment  This  was  the  Duke  of 
Bourbon^  a  Prince  of  great  Parts,  furprifing  Quicknefs,  and 
capable  of  much  Application.  He  found  many  Difficulties 
upon  his  firft  coming  into  the  Adminiftration ;  to  hinder  theie 
from  increafing,  he  purfued  die  Plan  of  his  Predcceffor  very 
fteddily ;  but  the  People  were  not  much  better  fatisfied  witd 
him,  than  they  had  been  with  his  Royal  Highnefs,  becaufe 
the  State  of  the  Finances  was  fuch  ais  obliged  him  to  make 
various  Alterations  in  the  Coin. 

He  likewife  prcITed  the  Acceptance  of  the  Bull  UntgenttuSy 
both  on  the  Laity  and  Clergy,  which  occafioned  great  Heats 
and  Animoilties,  and  while  thefe  continued,  the  King  was 
taken  fuddenly  ill,  which  alarmed  the  Duke  of  Bourbm  fo 
much,  that  he  refolved  to  fend  back  the  young  Infanta,  who 
had  been  for  fome  Time  in  France  with  die  Tide  of  Queen» 
in  order  to  marry  the  King  to  fomePrincefiof  riper  Years; 
and  accordingly  his  .Majefty  was  foon  afterwards  married  to 
the  Princefi  Mary^  Daughter  of  Stamjlaus  King  of  P$land^ 
which  gave  great  oatisfaftion  to  the  People  di  Frame. 

But  the  Court  of  Spain  refented  this  extremely,  and  de- 
manded in  expreis  Terms,  that  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  fhould 
be  removed,  to  give  his  Catholick  Majefly  Satisfaction,  as 
Cardinal  Jiieroni  had  formerly  been,  at  the  Requeft  and  for 
die  Conveniency  of  the  moii  Chriftian  King.  This  beii^ 
refufed,  threw  the  Spanijh  Court  into  the  Arms  of  that  of 
Vienna^  which  gave  fuch  a  Face  to  the  Afiairs  of  Europe^ 
^  differed  much  from  that  which  they  had  worn  for  half  a 
Century  paft. 

It  was  not  long  however,  that  the  Duke  of  Bourbon  was 
^ble  to  maintain  himfelf  in  Power,  and  the  Thing  that  tum'd 
moil  to  his  Prejudice,  was  the  railing  the  fiftieth  Penny 
ppon  all  Eflates  throughout  the  Kingdom,  which  the  Duu 
judged  neceflary  for  the  Payments  of  the  Publick  Debts, 
with  which  after  9II  this  fpunging  the  Cro\yrn  found  itfjplf 
charged. 

There  are  fecret  and  dark  Intrigues  in  all  Courts,  and 
perhaps  there  never  was  any  in  which  thefc  have  always  pre* 
Vailed  more  thai>  in  that  of  France.    If  wc  cou^d  abfolute.^ 
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^ptin^  utwn  fcrao  Memoirs  that  hjve  beoiJ  F>'lt(ie)|  .«f  lliefli 
'I'lmes,  ihe  Dulcc  of  Bosrlan  was  dcceivej,  Rn4  outwitted  by 
his  Succeflbr,  who  firft  very  gravely  and  conlcientloufly  reprcn 
fentcd  to  him  the  many  fttal  Confequenccs  th^  att^ded  tb« 
mujern  Method  of  paying  oi  j;'ath[;r  of  not  payii^  pubGcfc  Od>t^ 
by  Variation  of  (he  Cojn,  giving  a  Currency  to  P^icr;  and 
then  dcftroyinglts  Cted'lt  aajiw ;  %  wliich  h?  Cq  wriHi^t  upoi|. 
the  Duke,  (lut  he  lefolvcd  to  abandon  (hofi^,  M^ures  as  un- 
worthy of  a  Qovernment  i  and  then>  the  cfifty  Prieft  lay  in 
wait  to  rcprcftrnt  him  as  «  pubiic  Oppreflbr, 

The  DukCi  in  the  very  tdifl  by  which  he  Inipoffcd  thia  Tax,  ■ 
fct  forth  (he  Rcafons  of  it,  giving  a  very  fair  aod  lull  Account. 
of  the  Methods  that  had  been  hitherto  talcen  ff\  order  to  cxdnr 
guifl^  the  pubKck  Debt,  their  Confequences,  fuw  U*  N^ceffitf 
(here  fiili  was  of  railing  Money  to  pay  oF.  {ncumbrvices, . 
which  ftood  the  Crown  iii  fifty  Millions  jfwly  fw  .Intereft^ 
tho'  they  paid  but  Tvko  ^fr  Q^it, 

When  the  Munp^"^  began  aboy^  this  Tait,  iriildt  how  jitft 
and  reafofiablc  focver  It  might  be  \n  its  Intentioai  was  to  ^ 
People  fo  ei^aufted,  almoft  infUpportable  i  the  «ncieQt  BU!bo|i 
of  Ftijui  (fo  Mr.  Fleury  was  (hen  called)  wW  ^  fu*  tP  men-. 
tion  them  10  the  King,  iho'  he  had  great  Obligations  toi ' 
(he  Dulcc  'n  a^d  he  did  it  in  fuch  3  manner,  atuT'with  ths 
Addition  of  fuch  iQtrc\in^lances,  tint  he  w(iio.h>4  always 
reprded  the  Saying  of  this  Man  as  ta  miiny  -  Qn^tcH  i(?>. 
fblved  to  pait  ^th  the  Duke  of  Itwrjtit,  »fti  declare  thi* 
Prelafe  firft  MlniftWi  which  Refbhitioo  yfas  no  fixmcr  taken 
thin  It  w!it  executed,  and  ^  People^  a&  is  common  enoug)^ 
in  all  Couiitries,  applauded  the  Ci^ige,  diiefly  bcxavic  it  w^a 


a  Change, 
TheT)u* 


Duke  bore  his  Di%ra^  both  wi.^  Padenc^^  and  Dig- 
nity, and  tho'  he  continuecf  ^  his  I^fe  aftei;  a  private  Man, 
and  had  very  litdc  Con;ie£Uon  v^idi  the  Court,, yet  he  quickly 
rcfovcred  his  Credit  with  the  Publicfc,  and  was  as.  goierally 
efteemed  to  the  Day  of  his 'Death  as  any  o(  the  Princes  of  hi^ 
Houfe  ^'cr  had  been, 

As  for  the  Adminiftratlon  of  Cardinal  f&wy,  it.  is  (b  wcl^. 
known  here,  that  it  would  be  necdiels  to  trouble  the  Keader 
with  a  paiticular  Detail  of  it.  He  was  certainly  «i  very  artful, 
and  a  very  anibttlous  Man,  without  any  of  thntd  Talents  tha^ 
are  requifite  to  make  an  accon:^)Iifhea  Statefii^n,  or  a  grcaf 
Miniftcr.  Jt  was  the  ATcRidanqi  he  had  over  his  Mafter,  tha^ 
iS  it  originally  procured,  kept  him  fo  long  in  Power;  as  it 
wr.^i  %  fi]\oeth  atid  complaiikiit  Scjiaviour  tQ  the  Foreign  Mi- 


hiAeIrS)  i\iA  pSt  him  to  gfe^t  ^  tnterdt^  \ta  ht  toll/  W  for 
mny  YtkTSf  in  all  the  Courts  XytMur^ 

He  was  very  difinterefted  in  fefpefl  to  MoH^  Was  veiy  hi 
from  being  folicitous  about  his  Family)  talked  continually  of 
Moderation^  and  was  very  mild'knd  anaUe  in  his  Behaviour^ 
J^et  there  wetc  many  harfli  Things  done  under  his  Admini* 
ftration^  both  with  rcfpc£t  to  Civil  and  Ecclefiaflical  Affairsi 
He  had  no  fettled  Plan  of  Politicks^  as  appeared  by  his  (otnt^ 
times  courting,  and  fomctimes  erofling  the  Meafures  of  Spaitii 
It  was  purely  to  pleafe  that  CbUrt^  that  he  fufFercd  his  mJtef 
to  enter  into  a  War  with  the  late  Emperor  Ghdrlei  VL  but  as 
foon  as  he  faW  an  Opportunity  of  getting  out  of  it^  knd  o^ 
making  To  great  an  Acquifition  to  France  as  th^  Dutchy  of  Zier* 
raln^  he  rclqlvcd  to  embrace  it ;  and  as  he  had  facrificed  the 
Honour^  and  was  very  near  facrificing  the  Life  of  the  French 
Qiieen's  Father^  during  the  War,  fo  he  made  no  Scruple  o^ 
iacrificing  the  IntereA  d|f  S^n  to  the  feacei 

The  fanie  kind  of  Temper  was  vifible  in  alMoft  eveiy  great 
T ranfaftioh  while  he  was  at  the  Head  of  Affairs;  He  madd 
ufe  of  other  Mens  Abilities  for  contriving  and  executing 
Schemes  that  Were  above  his  Reach  j  but  Whenever  h^  found 
himfelf  pinch'd  by  thofe  Schismes^  he  remoVcd  and  ruiiied  th6 
Authors  of  them)  to  preferve  or  regain  his  oWn  Credit  \  as  is 
evident  eiiough  in  the  Cafe  of  M.  Cbaupciin^  the  Keeper  of  the 
Seals,  whom  he  drove  from  Covutj  after  he  had  made  great 
Ufe  of  his  Abilities* 

In  rcfpc6b  tb  the  kite  War^  whicK  began  in  hi^  Lifetime^  h6 
Was  drawn  into  it  by  thofc  whom  at  that  Time  he  thifted^ 
chiefly  from  his  appreliending  that  it  would  not  be  the  Work 
of  more  ihtn  one  or  two  Campaigns^  and  that  the  Allies  of 
the  Houfe  of  yfi^rid  WoUlJ  be  bs  |»affive  in  this  War  as  in  the 
iaft»  But  when  he  found  his  Miftakei  and  (aw^  or  rather  felt 
the  Inconveniencies  that  follow'd  from  it^  he  had  Recourfe  to 
his  old  Expedient  of  (hifting  the  Blame  upon  other  People ;  but 
it  was  no  longer  in  his  Power  to  rid  himfelf  of  them,  as  he  had 
done  of  their  Predeceflbrs  {  Age^  Infirmities^  and  approaching 
Deaths  obliged  him  to  turn  his  Thoughts  on  other  Matters. 

He  maintained  his  Power  with^  or  rather  Influence  over  his 
Mafter  to  the  very  laft,  atld,  like  Cardinal  MaTxtrin-^  had  the 
Satisfii£tioh  of  dyings  in  all  outward  Appearance,  as  great  a 
Man  as  he  had  livedo  and  even  of  appointing  as  it  >Vere  his 
Succeflibn  fiut  the  Arts  he  nlac^e  ufe  of  to  keep  his  Mader  in  a 
^tate  of  Dependeilce  upon  himfclf,  have  had  fuch  an  Effed  on 
ftil  the  Meafures  of  the  Court  of  VerfaiUes  fmce  his  Death, 
that  it  has  been  a  perpetual  Scene  of  Cabals,  Intrigues^  and 


t  s86  3  . 

Confiifiait^  dO  Marfhal  Cbtint  Sltrxf 'gaineJ  (iielEar  of  hfo  Mij» 
ftcrtofuch  a  Degree^  as  to'  give  I^iweveii  tx>  tIieMihiftan» 
at  leaft  in  refpeft  to  all  g^ieat  Points,  w}iidi  was  the  Pofture  ^it 
Things  were  in  a  litde  before  the  Q>ncliifibn  of  die  Fsace. 

We  have  in  the.  Courfe  of  the  preceding  BSftoiy  miifls 
it  our  Budneis  to  (hew  the  federal  Schemes  or  SjMrems  oif 
Government,  which  have  fubfifted  fince  the  Acceffibn  of  t& 
Houfe  oiBourhn  to  the  Throne  of  Prance  \  and  periuljpB  wb 
fliall  run  no  mat  Hazard  of  mifleadif^  ^e  Rea4^,  bv  af« 
firming  that  dhefe  may  be  reduced  to  Two*  Titilt  cftifmj 
IV,  who  was  the  FaUier  of  his  People,  and  ttiaUj^  ibmewhat 
more ;  for  he  not-only  meant  honemy  towards  histiilvii  Sub^ 
Je«Sb,  but  likewife  to  the  reft  of  Ewropi.  In  ihbr^  he  had 
the  Happinefi  of  die  Peopk  at  Heart  in  his  cfWii  DonifaiiQin^ 
and  was  for  eftablifhing  a  Balance  of  Power  abroid. 

His  Son  and  Succeflbr  Lewis  XSA.  aimed  at  making  hiraiyif 
abiblute  at  home  and  refpeded  abroad  i  bodi  his  Succeflbn 
have  had  the  fame  Views,  only  inftcad  of  ReQ)e6t^  ^ij  have 
been  for  eftablifhing  a  mieral  Influence,  from  whehpe  all  tl^ 
bad  Confequences  muff  flow,  which  ate  commonl]^  dreaded 
from  untverfal  Monarchy.  E^  this  Means  Monardfis  are  ren- 
dered fo  dependant  as  to  differ  little  fronn  Vice^Rojrs,  and 
Republicks  are  mined  by  the  fecret  Encouramnent  given 
to  their  Rulers  to  arrocate  an  Audiority  to  thenuelves,  incon- 
fiflent  with  the  Confhtution  of  dieir  Countries,  and  ihconip^ 
txble  with  their  Interefb.  In  fhort,  the  Safety  and  Grandeur 
of  this  ereat  Power  muft  be  maintained  by  the  Poverty,  Wegk- 
nefs,  Corruption,  Difcontents,  and  Mahdminifhadon  that 
prevails  amond^t  her  Neighbours.  * 

Our  prefent^ufiniefs  is  to  fhew  how  far  this  has  been  efFed« 
ed,  and  upon  what  Grounds  we  aflirm  that  the  GalSc  Con« 
ftitudon  is  chaneed^  and  that  the  Monarchy  is  abfolute  at 
prefent.  In  the  firft  Hace,  we  are  to  obferve,  that  the  mateft 
Lawyers  and  beft  Hiftorians  of  France  agree,  that  thePowar 
of  their  Kings  was  anciendy  reflrained,  not  only  within  nar* 
rower  Bounds  than  at  prefent,  but  that  in  reality  they  were 
as  much  limited  as  any  Monarchs  could  be. 

That  in  all  Governments,  fupreme  and  abfolute  Power  is, 
and  muft  be  lodged  fomewhere,  we  find  generally  agreed  | 
that  according  to  the  old  Conftitudon  in  France^  this  did  no| 
refide  in  their  Piinces,  but  in  the  general  AfTembly  of  die 
States  of  the  Kingdom,  as  in  all  other  Gothic  Conftitutions,  ia 
certain.  Indeed  the  very  Name  of  the  People  fufficiendy  proves 
this,  fmce  there  cannot  be  a  fbonger  Oppofition  than  between 
Francs^  (that  is,  Freemen)  and  Slaves. 

But 
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But  as  it  was  found  inconvenient  to  hold  thefe  general  Af- 
femblies  very  frequently,  fo,  to  hinder  the  Incroadnments  of 
Kings  while  they  were  not  fitting,  part  of  thor  Powers  were 
transferred  to  certun  Committees,  which  gave  Rife  to  the 
Parliaments  of  Fnf»c^,  and  particularly  to  thatof  P^r/x,  which 
was  at  firft  Ambulatory,  that  is,  attended  the  Peribn  of  the 
King^ ;  but  in  Procefe  of  Time,  was  fixed  to  that  City  for 
the  Conveniency  both  of  Prince  and  People* 

The  ancient  Prerogatives  of*  this  AJOTembly  plainly  prove^ 
that  as  Reprefentatives  of  the  States,  the  Sovereignty  was 
really  in  it,  for  amongft  others  they  had  thefe  three.  Fjrft^ 
they  judged  the  Peers  and  great  Men  of  the  Kingdom,  over 
whom  the  King  in  this  Reipedl  had  no  Power ;  but  in  Cafe 
they  were  fufpedled  of  failing  in  their  Duty  to  the  Confu- 
tation, they  were  to  be  try^  by  their  Equals,  according  to 
the  known  Law  of  the  Kingdom.  Secondly,  all  the  ereat 
Officers  of  State  took  their  Oaths  in  Parliament ;  from  which 
it  is  manifefl,  that  they  were  bound  not  to  the  Perfon  of  the 
King,  but  fwore  to  him  in  hb  Political  Capacity,  and  for  the 
general  Benefit  of  the  State.  Thirdly,  they  had  tha  Right 
of  regiflering,  approving,  and  promulgating  the  King's  EdiSs, 
without  which  they  had  not  the  Sanson  or  Force  of  Laws* 

As  thefe  Inflances  imqueflionably  demonflrate,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  GalBc  Conflitudon,  their  Kings  were  not  abfo* 
lute ;  fo  there  is  nothing  more  requifite  to  prove  \hat  they 
are  fince  become  fo,  by  overturning  the  Conflitution,  than  to 
obferve  that  all  thefe  Checks  are  now  taken  away.  The 
Ailembly  of  the  States  b  a  Thing  no  longer  heard  of;  and 
as  for  Parliaments,  they  are  but  ^iado¥^  of  what  they  were, 
or  rather  worfe,  by  which  I  mean,  diat  they  are  now  be- 
come the  Inffawnents  of  that  Power  they  were  inftituted  to 
reflrain. 

The  Libertv  of  the  Subject  is  intirely  at  the  Mercy  of 
the  King ;  he  imprifons  whom  he  pleafes  without  giving  anv 
Account;  and  whenever  he  finds  it  requifite,  appoints  fucn 
Judges  for  the  Tryal  of  Ofienders  as  he  thinks  fit  The 
great  Officers  of  State  take  their  Oaths  to  and  from  him  ; 
fo  that  they  now  belong  intirely  to  the  King,  who 
appoints,  removes,  extends,  or  retrenches  their  Authority  as 
be  pleaies.  The  regiftering  of  £di£b  is  become  a  mere 
Matter  of  Form  ;  the  Parliament  of  Paris  does  indeed  fbme- 
times  remonfbate,  but  in  die  End  the  King's  Will  and  Pleafure 
always  prevails. 

The  whole  Government  of  this  great  Nation  having  been, 
by  the  Arts  of  Cardinal  Ricbdiiu  and  his  Succefibrs,  drawn 
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tttmoft  Pftins  have  been  tdccn  to  tedkice  it  intb  ftibh  *  Sjr^tak 
us,  that  this  Power  ma^  influence  the  wboje^  Mi  fceep  tim 
Branch  thereof  in  And  and  canftant  Depoidtaicc^  As  fc 
«is  the  Gompa6  of  our  WoAvtSL  aHow|  wefluflendeanroOr 
to  (hew  how  tills  it  rionew 

We  have  heard  niuch  ofUk  &4!ffi^»  i^^M^  ftsFWf^ 

tdom^  but)  froai  the  Time  of  the  Cardinal  befeie  OMlfioned^ 
this  Freedom  is  become  a  meer -Engliie  of  StM^  bf  die  Hdp  tf 
which  the  King  has  fometimes  made  ufe  of  tfae  r&wtr  of  tfie 
Clergyv  and  at  other  Times  of  that  ofthePope,  to  ooend  Ui 
own*.  It  was  with  a  View  to  this^  thatthe  fr§i^kmi9  of  FrmM 
were  in  general  cxpdM ;  and  that  the  Remains  of  them  ii 
France  w[Q  fronl'time  to  time.]p6lrfecuted,  when  diey  attempt  ift 
wxy  Degree  the  public  Exerdfe  of  their  Rdigiom 

The  French  Kings  were  fidToIved  to  n^lke  theinftlires  Sik> 
preme  in  Church  as  well  as  State  %  which  b  die  txvtt  Reafofa 
why  they  admit  of  noDifienten  %  and  they  have  coiried  tUs 
into  Executich^  notwithftandinj^  the  Nominal  Authority  of 
the  Pope  \  Which  is  often  msrie  sfe  of  by  the  King,  and  tan  nevci^ 
be  tumbd  againft  him* 

The  Clergy  of  France  are,  howevdr,  a  \txj  great  and  con^ 
fiderable  Body  ;  they  confift  at  prefent  of  ei^teen  Ardihtihqpfll 
and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  Bifhops,  all  named  and  appointed 
by  the  King ;  who  has  likewife  the  Nomination  of  feral  hun- 
dred and  feveii^  Abbies^  and  of  die  Supieribrs  of  three  hundred 
and  feventeen  Convents  of  Nuns.  The  Reader  need  not  be 
told  what  Influence  this  gives  the  Grovm  over  that  Part  of  its 
Subje£b,  which  were  formerly  the  leaft  attached  to  it. 

The  ordinary  Revenue  arifing  from  the  Tenths  of  the  Cleim 
amounts  to  1,2003000  Li vres^^«ii«in;  bdidcs  which^  in  me 
Gen^  A({emUtes  of  idie  Clergy,  free  Gifts  are  fo  oonftandy 
expcded  even  in  Times  of  Peace,  that  this  additional  Revenue 
is  computed  annually  at  two  Millions  \  but  in  T4me  of  War 
the  extraordinary  free  Gifts  render  it  much  mora 

As  to  the  Civil  Government,  the  King  has  a  grcst  Council 
of  State,  and  twelve  Parliaments,  bcfldes  other  Courts,  fuch  ai 
Generalities  and  Intendancies,  for  the  Management  of  his  Re* 
venue  ;  of  the  former  there  are  twenty-fix,  and  of  the  latte^ 
more.  As  for  the  Pditicsd  Government,  it  is  managed  by  fe« 
vend  great.  Councils^  or  rather  Committees  of  Council,  of 
which  there  are  at  prefent  four  ;  which  are  ftiled  the  Council 
of  State,  the  Council  of  Difpatches,  the  Royal  Council  of  Fi* 
nances,  and  the  Royil  Council  •f  Commerce. 

Th# 
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The  firft  Civil  Officer  in  Fraiv  ft  die  QiahceUor,  and  the 
only  Officer-  that  is  not  removeable  at  the  King's  Pleafure  $ 
that  is  to  fay,  he  cannot  be  removed  without  being  brought 
to  a  Trial ;  but  the  King  may,  and  frequently  does  take  the 
Seals  from  him,  and  put  them  into  the  Hands  of  another  Per- 
fon,  who  has  the  Tide  of  Keeper  and  the  Power  of  Chancellor, 
who  is  removeable  at  the  Kinj^s  Pleafure. 

There  is  generally  a  Per^n  at  the  Head  of  the  Miniftry, 
either  with  or  without  the  Title  of  Prime  Minifter,  and  with 
more  or  leis  Authority)  as  the  King  pleafes  ;  at  prefent  this  is 
the  Cardinal  ie  Tmdn.  For  the  Management  of  public  Afiairs^ 
there  are  four  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  who  have  each  their 
feparate  Departments*  Thefe  are  at  prefent ;  the  Count  dt 
Puijieuxy  who  is  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs ;  the  Count  d$ 
Saint  Florentine  who  has  the  Care  of  Domeftic  Concerns  { 
the  CoMXit ly Argenfmy  who  is  Secretary  at  War;  and  Mr, 
RouilUj  who  has  the  Marine  in  the  Room  of  the  Count  dc 
Maurepas  lately  difgraced. 

The  principal  Officer  of  the  Revenue,  is  the  Comptroller* 
General  of  the  Finances,  at  prefent  M.  de  Machaubyvrho  has  un- 
der him  a  Multitude  of  Intendants,  and  other  Officers,  fubjeft 
to  the  Dire£Uon  of  the  Council  of  Finances,  of  which  the 
D.  de  Betbune  is  Prefident,  As  to  the  ordinary  and  fettled  Re*  ' 
venue  of  the  Crown  of  France^  if  we  may  believe  their  own 
Writers  upon  that  Subjed,  it  is  not  at  all  increafed  in 
it$  real,  though  it  is  confiderably  augmented  in  its  nominal 
Value, 

In  1683,  it  was  computed  at  116,873,476  Livres;  and  in 
1730  it  amounted  to  no  more  than  140,278,473  Livres^ 
which  make  5,844,937  Pounds  of  our  Money.  This  ihews 
that  neither  the  general  Wealth  of  France^  nor  the  Income  of 
the  King,  are  near  fo  great  as  is  commonly  imagined.  It  is  in- 
deed very  true,  that  in  time  of  War  the  King  levies  much 
larger  Sums ;  but  it  is  very  plain,  that  even  Siefe  muft  fall 
far  fiiort  of  what  fome  People  would  perfuade  us  they  amount 
to ;  iince  there  muft  be  always  a  Proportion  between  the 
ordinary  and  extraordinary  Revenue,  and  confequeiitly,  if 
we  know  the  one,  we  may  very  eafdy  compute  how  far  the 
other  can  be  carried  \  becaufe  even  under  arbitrary  Govern- 
ments fome  Meafures  muft  bepreferved,  and  fome  Regard  had 
to  the  general  Income  of  the  People,  which  is  lefe  in  Time 
of  War,  at  the  fame  Time  that  the  public  Expence  is 
greater. 

As  the  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil  Government  of  France  was 
inouldcd  in  (he  CQmpals  of    two  Reigns,  into  fuch  a  Form 

U  .  ^ 
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&  the  NTiHury  HbUiflunoit,  as  it  now  fiudh  «|)P  H^Hhr 
die  Work  of  Lmis  XIV.  Before  hu  Ttnw  %  fa>  CrWr 
panics  of  Guards,  and  four  oldG)ra,  aa  th^^  s^&.pilWr 
were  all  the  Handing  Troops  of  Fratut  j  i»4if|r  ifwe  tbiir 
exapir  o!  the  fame  Nature  vrith  die  Regumatl  th«F  iff 
now  Kept  up^  tho'  this  Is  not  a  pniper  Fwe  «b  4Ubh|i  tfaiv 
DiHerence. 

It.  is  fuffictcnt  for  us  to  obfixvc,  that  the  Prince  laft 
Oientioned,  flndii^  every  thing  at  borne  difpoTed  according  to 
his  good  Pleafurr  when  he  took  the  Admlniftration  Into  hia 
own  Hands,  lefblved  to  lay  htJtl  of  that  Opportunity  to  fb-. 
cure  the  boundlcfa  Authori^  of  which  he  was  pofl'cDed  in  hii 
own  Dominions,  and  at  the  lame  time  to  make  himlclf  fomu-* 
dable  to  hit  Neighbouis.  It  was  to  this  End  that  he  eftabliihcd 
fifft  under  the  Notion  of  Guard*,  a  very  confidcrable  Force, 
which  is  now  ftiled  the  Troops  of  the  Houihold  j  and  after- 
wards,  as  Occafion  fcrved,  niifed  R^ment  after  Regiment  both 
of  Hc»le  and  Fool^  and  k^  them  in  contUnt  Service. 

It  wai  by  die  Hdp  of  this  Standing  Army,  that  he  g^ned 
fi>  many  and  fo  great  Advantages  over  Sf^  i^  tlfe  vf^ 
of  his^ei^bouis,  and  annexed  feveial  con^uem)  Fnvfpon 
to  his  Dominions  ;  which  at  the  fame  tioie  affiutM  Hii  '|n 
Opportunity  of  increasing  the  Kumbier  of tbefe  rQglUftr  tVnifl 
and  of  covering  his  Fiontieis  on  every  fide  with  ll^H^■l^tlffl^  of 
flrone  Fortrefte.  By  Dc^p-ees,  other  States  in  Ear^  fiaA, 
themJclvcs  obliged,  for  their  own  Defence,  to  laile  aim  mnn^ 
tain  r^ular  Iroops  likewife,  which  aiFordad  that  amtiitiQUi 
Prince  a  Pretence  for  augmenting  his  to  as  great  a  Nutnb^  >f 
fns  poi&blc  for  him  to  maintain  }  and  his  Example  in  this,  la 
well  as  in  mod:  other  Points,  has  been  cxa£Uy  folknnd.  \j 
his  SucceJTor.  So  that  immediately  before  the  breakiiw  out  of 
die  late  War,  tiie  fbnding  Troops  of  Franct  codiftad  f>foM 
hundred  and  twtnly  thduland  Foot,  twenty  tboufaod  Boifc  awl 
D^oons,  and  between  eight  and  tcn.lhou£uid  lavalidii  dM% 
jit  the  whole,  to  about  one  hundred  and  £%  dwuftftd  Bfah 

The  keeping  up  fo  large  an  Army,  and  the  in  liiiiaim^i 
&  many  GarritQTit,  is  as  ierviceable  to  die  Kiiu;  as  it  IS  bw^ 
fhenfomc  and  ruinous  to  die  fCingdom,  inalinucS  as  jt  katfi ' 
fo  great  a  Proportion  of  able  and  a&vePerfons  in  a  SbBe  af 
abfolute  Idlene^  with  regard  to  iix  PuUick,  at  the  bme  lima 
diat  heavy  Taxes  are  raifed  upon  the  laborious  and  inJwftrifflW 
part  of  the  People  for  their  Subffltence. 

But  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  it  finds  EmpIcmDait  fof  die 
J^o|)ili(y  and  Gentry  oi  fr^Kct^  morq  f^wc^lfy  u  it  i«.bo. 
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tome  almoft  an  iadifpeniihfe  Cuflom  for  didn  fo  Ipend  Adt 
Youth,  atkxft  the  firftPurt  of  it^  in  the  Service;  by  which 
tbcT  are  broug^  infenfiU^  into  a  Dependence  upon  the  Courtf 
and  have  their  Minds  filled  with  falfe  and  flavifli  Notions  of  die 
Glory  of  Atat  grand  Monaraue^  which  intirely  gets  the  better 
of  the  natural  Paffions  that  all  Men  of  Birth  andBreeding  in  other 
Nations  have  for  the  Service  of  their  Country.  Thus  the 
Reader  fees,  that  the  Church,  the  Law,  the  Civil  Employments, 
and  the'  Military,  being  wholly  at  the  good  Pleafure  of  the 
Court,  the  far  grater  part  of  tJie  a&ive  JPeople  in  this  great 
Country  have  their  Lives  and  Fortunes  at  the  Difpofal  of  the 
Crovm,  and  fpend  the  beft  Part  of  their  Days  in  the  Main- 
tenance of  a  Syflem,  calculated  to  hold  them  in  irrecoverable 
and  perpetual  oervitude. 

The  Reader  will  naturally  expefl,  that  we  fhould  (ay  fome* 
thing  of  die  Marine,  which  In  the  laft  Reign  was  indeed  6x« 
tremdy  formidable,  but  is  very  fiu:  from  being  fo  at  prefent^ 
fmce  it  is  very  certain  that  at  the  Beginning  of  the  late 
War,   the  whole  naval  Power  of  France  did  not  confift  of 

2uite  forty  Ships  of  War  of  all  Sizes,  which  though  it  be  venr 
lort  of  what  it  was  at  the  Spinning  of  this  Century,  yet  is 
much  fuperior  to  any  Force  die  French  had  of  that  Nature 
before  the  Reign  of  Lewis  XIV.  As  to  the  Commerce  ol 
Ftance^  it  was  before  the  War  bqgan  very  confiderable^  thoT 
Cettaii^y  much  fhort  of  what  has  \xtn  reported  of  it  here. 

The  matefl  Evidence  thereof  that  I  have  feen,  is  derived 
from  a  Memorial  now  before  me,  which  contains  a  Repre* 
fentation  to  die  French  Court  of  die  LoflTes  fuibined  by  the 
War,  which  was  drawn  up  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year 
I747,  ^^  wherein  they  are  fbted  at  two  hundred  Millions 
ot  their  Money,  which  make  above  nine  Millions  three  hun-* 
dral  thoM^d  Pounds  of  ours.  If  diis  proves,  as  it  moft 
Certainly  does,  that  the  Trade  of  France  was  very  much  in** 
ereafed,  and  ey^  arrived  at  a  furprifmg  Height ;  we  have  at 
the  fiune  Time  the  Confolation  of  knowing,  that  it  is  now 
not  only  much  funk  and  impaired,  but  in  many  of  its  mofl 
important  and  beneficial  Branches  almoft  ruined  and  deftroyed  ; 
and  this  by  the  Confi^on  of  thofe,  who  as  they  are  em<» 
l^loyed  therein,  muft  be  beft  acquainted  therewith,  and  v^o 
in  a  Reprefenudon  of  this  kind,  durft  not  attempt  to  impolb 
Upon  the  Government, 

We  h^ve  likewife  the  Sadsfa^on  of  being  informed  from 
|he  fafne  authentic  Memorial,  that  in  the  Judgment  of  die 
mqrcavitilePstft  of  ^9t  Nadon,  if  it  Were  in  die  Power  of  dw 
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Court  to  maintaun'  twenty  Men  of  War  a£  Brefl^  fifteen  at 

Cd(U%  and  on  the  Coaft  of  Spain^  fifteen  in  America^  and  ten 
Sit  Toulon  J  all  the  Branches  of  their  Trade  might  be  efFe&olljr 
proteftcd :  Whence  it  is  evident  that  no  fuch  Force  has  been 
hitherto  employed,  and  that  the  Merchants  are  doubtful  whe- 
ther if  the  Court  was  ever  fo  well  inclined,  they  could  equip 
and  maintain  it. 

In  refpefl:  to.  the  Intcreffe  of  France^  we  are  oblig^  to  con- 
fider  the  Nature  of  the  Government  only,  and  the  Views  which 
the  Court  propofes  to  itfelf,  fmce  thefe  are  very  difierent  from» 
or  to  fpeak  the  Truth,  dire£Uy  oppofite  to  the  true  Intereft  of 
the  Nation ;  for  conddering  the  Soil,  Climate^  and  Situation  of 
the  Country,  and  the  Number  of  its  Inhabitants,  as  they  have 
'  no  reafon  to  fear,  fo  they  have  no  Caufe  to  diflurb  their 
Neighbours ;  by  whom,  if  they  applied  themielves  induftrioufly 
to  Manufaftures  at  Home,  and  to  Foreign  Trade,  they  might 
be  very  great  Gainers ;  and  as  the  feveral  Provinces  of  the 
Kingdom  are  full  of  great  Towns,  they  might  be  all  rendered 
populous  and  rich  as  well  as  the  Country  about  them. 

A  Government  therefore  that  confulted  the  Good  of  the  Peo- 
ple, and  the  general  Benefit  of  its  Subjedk,  would  labour  to 
preferve  Peace,  and  be  affiduous  in  cultivating  the  Arts  of  Peace^ 
which  perhaps  would  tend  as  much  to  increafe  the  Power  and 
fix  the  Security  of  fuch  a  Government,  as  the  contrary  Mea- 
furcs  which  are  now  purfued  tend  to  ftrengthcn  and  aggrandize 
that  abfolute  Monarchy,  v/hich  we  have  feen  erefted  there  on 
the  Ruins  of  their  Conflitution,  by  theHoufe  of  Bourbon. 

But  as  a  Scheme  intirely  oppofite  to  this  has  been  there  carried 
on  for  at  leafl  a  Century  paft,  with  great  Steddincfs  and  unufual 
Succefs,  we  have  no  Reafon  to  expe&,  tho'  Ci^cumflances  may 
induce  them  to  difTemble,  that  the  French  Court  will  ever  change 
their  Meafures ;  and  therefore  looking  upon  Things  in  a  Poli- 
tical Light,  we  mufl  confider  themy  only,  without  having  any 
Refpedt  to  the  Intereft  of  the  People,  The  Grandeur  of  the 
Crown,  which  with  feme  Impropriety  is  in  that  Country  fHled 
the  Glory  of  France^  appears  to  be  the  ultimate  Aim  of  the 
Policy  of  thefe  Miniflers,  upon  which  they  have  fixed  their  own 
Attention  fo  long,  and  have  magnified  it  fo  much,  that  it 
feems  at  length  to  occupy  folely  the  Cares  and  Attention  of 
the  Nation. 

To  fpeak  impartially,  it  is  upon  keeping  up  this  Spirit  that 
the  Peace  and  Safety  of*^  the  Government,  as  it  is  now  admi- 
niflered,  depends ;  and  it  is  impoffible  for  the  French  Court  to 
drop  her  Influence  abroad,  without  manifefUy  hazarding  hta^ 

Quiet 
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Quiet  at  home;  to  that  to  expe&  a  Frincb'Monaircii  (hould 
adhere  ftri£Uy  to  Treaties,  and  relihquifh  all  Views  upon  his 
Neighbours,  is  to  expefi  a  Golden  Age ;  a  thing  that  may  be 
wiflied  eveh  by  the  Wife,  but  which  Fools  Uiemfelves  can 
never  hope  to  fee. 

There  is  no  fort  of  Doubt  therefore,  that  ib  long  as. 
France  enjoys  her  prefcnt  Power,  and  is  in  a  Capacity  of  pre- 
ferring it,  {he  will  confider  herfelf  as  the  Head  of  the  Hoiife 
of  Bourbon^  and  as  the  firft  Potentate  of  the  Chriftian  World, 
to  which  high  Titles  fhe  will  not  fail  to  add  as  many  real  Prer 
rogatives  as  is  in  her  Power.  In  order  to  this,  flie  will  ftudy 
to  continue  Spain  and  the  other  Princes  of  her  Houfe  in  a  clo& 
Dependence  upon  herfelf,  by  occafionally  gratifying  them  in 
their  Views  ;  and  as  it  is  not  eafy  to  fee  how  they  can  expe£l 
this  any  other  Way,  there  feems  to  be  too  much  Probability 
that,  for  our  Time  at  leaft,  fhe  will  fucceed  in  it. 

It  is  alfo  probable  that  (he  will  periift  in  mod  of  her  other 
Schemes,  fuch  as  keeping  up  a  clofe  Correfpondence  with  the 
Ti/r^j,  that  (he  may  have  it  in  her  Power  to  awe  the  Houfe  of 
Jtujiria  and  the  Ruffian  Empire  ;  that  with  the  like  View  flie 
will  negIcA  nothing  that  may  contribute  to  continue,  and  even 
toencreafethejealoufiesthat  have  fo  long  fubfifted,  and  which 
ftill  fubfift  in  Germany ;  her  Intrigues  in  all  the  Northern 
Courts,  and  her  Correfpondencies  in  Italy^  where  fo  long  as 
fhe  can  preferve  her  Superiority,  fhe  will  not  £ul  to  have  the 
Court  of  Rome  attached  to  her  Caufe. 

In  refpeft  to  the  reft  of  Europe^  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  will 
always  remain  the  Objeft  of  her  Hate,  the  Maritime  Powers 
of  her  Envy,  and  PruJJia  of  her  Jealoufy  ;  whatever  Profeffions 
under  certain  Circumftances,  and  to  ferve  her  own  Purpofes, 
fhe  may  make  to  the  contrary  ;  and  upon  which  therefore  thofe. 
to  whom  they  are  made,  can  never  depend  but  to  their  own 
Prejudice. 

ohe  may  alfo,  and  it  is  highly  probable  (he  will,  diflemble 
her  real  V  iews  in  Times  of  Peace  in  fovour  of  her  Trade, 
which  there  is  no  Queftion  (he  will  encourage  and  promote 
all  that  lies  in  her  Power,  that  it  may  in  feme  Mcafure  repair 
the  Lodes  occafioned  by  her  Wars ;  but  there  is  no  Room 
to  fuppofe  that  (he  will  remain  quiet  for  many  Years  toge- 
ther, becaufe  this  muft  many  Ways  indanger  a  Government 
like  hers,  by  creating  Fadlions  in  the  Court,  relaxing  the  Dif- 
cipline  of  ner  Armies,  and  giving  Time  to  her  Neighbours 
to  put  themfelves  into  a  State  of  Security  and  Defence  agsunft 
her  Power. 

U  3  This 
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This  18  not  k  Piditftt4^va  at  Pkafin^^  fr  b^difttndof 
Prqudicei  of  the  F^auh  Gavenunfnt^  to  render  it  tmom  and 
fufpeAed,  but  from  thelife and  widi  ftriA  Reord  to  Tnich. 
TheReader  has  had  the  Evidence  produced  to  lum,  which  ia 
lufficient  to  eftablifli  this,  and  it  was  with  diat  View  diat  wo 
took  fo  much  P^ins  to  poduce  it 

Without  feeing  the  Hiftory  of  FrMa  finoe  die  Aoceffion  of 
Ifae  prdent  ret|mngFainiI]r9  and  confiHcring  duly  and  impar- 
tially the  principal  roints  therein*  it  would  have  been  impof^. 
fible  to  have  iet  the  Policy  of  the  Pnncb  Court  in  %  true  Point 
of  Li^t ;  or  if  it  had  been  poffible,  it  could  fcaroe  have  been 
that  the  Pu^lick  ihould  have  given  Credit  to  it ;  but  aa 
die  Cafe  now  ftands,  we  mav  flatter  ourielves  that  tiheie  are 
good  Grounds  to  hope  that  me  Juflice  and  Impartiality  of  diia 
Account  will  be  oonfpicuous  to  every  ingenious  Readery  To  aa 
to  convince  him  that  this  is  a  fiur  and  equal  RqprefentatioiiB 

fiven  with  no  other  End  than  to  enaUe  him  to  form  a  true 
irofpeA  of  future  Events*  and  of  the  Condud  of  dua  Power 
in  fticoeeding  Times. 

Before  we  quit  this  Article*  it  will  be  proper  to  obferv^  diat 
notwithffauuling  the  Truth  of  what  has  been  (aid*  yet  tbeoe 
are  no  juft  Grounds  to  defpair  of  preferving  die  Balance  of 
Power*  tho'  Frana  and  the  refl  of  the  Houie  of  Bmaim  fliould 
purfue  widi  the  utmoft  Vigour  their  ambitious  Schemes ;  and 
^is  we  fhall  likewife  make  appear,  by  a  few  plain  and  natural 
Inferences  and  Deductions  from  the  Hiftory  and  Remarks  that 
have  been  abready  made. 

It  is  very  evident  from  thefe*  that  the  French  Power. was  at 
its  greateft  Height  at  the  Time  pf  Lewis  XIV.  made  the  Peace  of 
Nimigmn^  or  a  very  little  afier.  The  two  fucceeding  Wars 
fxhaufted  that  Nation  prodigioufly*  and  more  efpecially  the  lafl:^ 
which  brought  her  fo  low*  wat  nocwithfbuiding  the  long  Peace^ 
and  the  many  Advantages  (he  has  fince  enjoyM,  it  is  very  cer- 
tain fhe  is  bi  from  having  recovered  it,  fince  her  Revenue  at 
this  Day*  tho'  it  makes  a  greater  Number  of  Livres*  fidlsfhoct 
in  Value  of  what  it  amounted  to  in  1683. 

She  has  been  likewife  very  much  exhaufted  by  the  laft  War*  in 
which  (he  was  defeated  in  moft  of  her  Views*  found  hertif  in 
no  Capacity  of  keeping  the  Acauifitions  fhe  had  made*  and 
diicovcr'd  fome  figns  of  Weakneis  beyond  what  appear'd  even 
in  the  former  general  War.  We  know  that  whatever  her  Di£> 
tre(F^s  may  be,  it  is  impoflible  for  her  to  bring  above  250*000 
Men  into  the  Fieki ;  perhaps  it  is.impoffible  for  her  to  do  even 
that,  and  fuch  an  Army  Ibe  cannot  long  maintain ;  or  recruit^ 
if  fhe  could  maintain  it    But  fuppofing  it  to  be  poffible*  this 
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t*orce  Will  not  be  fufficient  to  defend  her,  even  ^ainft  the  laft 
Confederacy,  if  flie  had  not  a  Dependence  upon  PruJTta, 

Experience  has  fhewn  us,  that  without  this  Reiource,  ihe 
could  not  maintain  an  Arniy  in  the  Low-Countries,  and  l^eep 
a  Force  fufficient  to  defend  ner  Frontiers  on  the  Side  of  AUace. 
We  may  remember,  for  the  Time  is  not  long  finc^  the  Huny 
with  which  Lew'n  XV.  march'd  to  cover  that  Part  of  his  Do- 
minions, had  like  to  have  coft  him  his  Life,  and  very  doubt^ 
f  ul  it  is,  whether  he  would  have  been  able  to  have  prbteftcd 
them  at  laft,  if  a  Diverfion  had  not  been  made  in  Bohemia^ 
which  obliged  the  Ai^rians  to  repafs  the  Rhine  \  and  the 
Manner  in  which  the  French  beheld  that  Retreat,  fully  flicw'd 
how  highly  fatisfied  they  were  at  the  Sight. 

But  fuppofe,  as  the  Thing  is  indeed  very  praSicablc,  fuch  an 
Invafion  were  attempted  at  the  fame  Time^  with  an  Irruption 
on  the  Side  of  Provence^  and  a  Defcent  from  England  on 
Bretagne^  or  any  other  Fart  of  their  Coafts,  where  would 
Troops  then  be  found  to  refill  all  thefe  Enemies  ?  Yet  there 
is  Reafon  to  believe^  that  France  made  a  much  better  Figure 
in  the  late  War,  than  flie  will  be  able  to  do  in  anomer, 
unlefs  (he  is  fo  lucky  as  to  fucceed  as  happily  in  her  Intrigues 
at  the  Beginning  ol  it,  as  Ihe  did  1h  thofe  fhe  employed  at. the 
the  Commencement  of  this  laf^  which,  all  Things  coniidcr'd,  is 
veiy  improbable. 

6efides,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  laft  Quarrel,  manv  Incidents 
happened  that  cannot  foil  of  affeding  ftrongly  the  general 
Intercfls  of  Europe  for  the  future,  no  Way  to  the  Advantage 
of  the  Caufe  of  France.  As  for  Inftance,  the  furprizing  and 
unexpeftcd  Efforts  made  by  the  People  of  Hungary  in  Support 
of  their  Sovereign,  which,  as  I  fliow'd  in  another  Place,  ha3 
introduced  a  new  Power  in  Europe^  and  brought  fuch  ah 
Accdfion  of  Strength  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  as  faved  her 
now,  and  muft  contribute  not  a  little  to  render  her  refpefted 
hereafter. 

The  Devaftation  of  Germany  immediately  after  the  War 
began^  and  more  efpecially  of  the  Bavarian  and  Palatine  Do- 
minions, muft  alfo  have  very  good  Effefts  in  deterring  thofe 
Princes  from  placing  any  Confidence  in  the  Omnipotence  of 
the  grand  Monarque^  or  fuppofmg  the  Succefs  of  a  War  muft 
be  (fctermilied  on  the  hare  Appearance  of  his  Forces. 

The  heavy  Misfortunes  that  befell  the  Duke  of  Modena  and 
the  Gtnoefe^  are  alfo  very  difcour^ing  Circumftances  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Reftitution  of  their  Dominions.  We  may  there- 
fore reafonably  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  in  fuccecding  Times 
another  Spirit  v  ill  prevail ;   Princes  and  States  will  at  laft 

U  4  >^^\^Cvi^«, 
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f^rceive,  diat  by  rqpeated  EfForts,  Frafga^hsiM  ifreaken*d  her 
orce,  tho'  (he  preferves  her  Ambition  to  the  full ;  b  as  vigorous 
as  ever  in  her  Views,  tho'  (he  wants  Abilities  to  accomplifh 
them. 

All  this  may  be  the  rather  expelled,  becauie  the  St^geftions 
of  France  are  commonly  againft  the  Intercfts  of  the  rrinccs 
fhe  tempts ;  and  the  Motives  muft  confequently  be  very  ftrong, 
the  Perfuiifion  of  Succefs  ftill  ftronger,  to  warp  fuch  Princes 
or  States  from  their  Interefts,  whi<£  they  may  purTue  without 
Danger  or  Trouble.  But  after  the  Defeat  of  the  Scheme 
laid  at  the  Commencement  of  this  War,  what  Infinuadons 
can  move,  what  Arguments  appear  concluflve  ? 

But  this  is  not  all;  if  fuch  a  Check  be  once  given  to  France^ 
a  new  Spirit  may  arife,  and  thofe  who  have  no  Hopes  of  bene- 
fiting themfelvcs  by  her  Affiilance,  may  incline  to  reap  Ad- 
vantages at  her  Expence.  AD  Europe  well  knows  how  indifierent 
a  Tide  fhe  has  to  mofl  of  her  Acquifitions,  and  with  vrtiat 
Appearance  of  Juftice  her  FoiTeffions  might  be  quefHoned  ;  and 
who  can  tell  what  fome  time  or'other  fuoi  a  Spirit  may  produce  i 

It  would  be  a  very  eafy  Matter  to  fu^efl  various  other 
Rcafons  to  the  fame  Purpofe,  but  I  forbear  at  prefent,  as  hav- 
ing iaid  enough  to  fhew  iny  Opinion,  that  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  will  not,  indeed,  cannot  relinquifh  her  prefent  Syi^ 
tem,  which  muft  always  render  her  terrible  to  her  Neighbours ; 
but  that  on  the  other  Hand,  there  wants  not  a  Power  fufficient 
to  render  all  her  Intrigues  abortive,  and  to  defeat  all  her  £n- 
terprizes,  though  fupported  by  her  utmoft  Force. 

I  am  very  well  aware  that  there  are  two  Sorts  of  PcofJc 
who  wiU  be  inclin'd  to  doubt  of  the  Fa6b  which  I  have 
advanced,  and  to  difpute  the  Arguments  which  I  have  ufed 
upon  this  SuWeft.  The  firft  of  thefe  are  the  Admirers  of  that 
over-grown  rower,  thofe  who  look  up  not  only  with  Sur- 
prize but  Pleafure  at  the  amazing  Strufture,  which  the  Genius 
of  Richelieu  contrived,  and  the  Labours  of  his  SucccfTors  ereded. 
In  this  there  is  indeed  fomething  ftrange  and  mean,  and  yet 
of  thefe  Sort  of  People  there  have  been  always  fome,  to  (ay 
the  Truth,  too  many  in  the  World ;  as  appears  by  the  Greeks^ 
who  in  a  Country  of  Liberty,  were  in  their  Hearts  Friends 
to  the  Great  Klng^  tho*  they  knew  him  to  be  their  common 
Enemy.  The  other  Sort  of  People  are  fuch  as  fear  France 
immoderately,  and  who  have  been  fo  long  ufed  to  frame 
horrible  Apprehenfions  as  well  of  the  Force  as  the  Defigns  of 
that  Crown,  cannot  fufEciently  diveft  themfelves  of  their 
Panic,  to  enquire,  coolly  and  calmly  whether  there  be  any 
good  Grounds  for  their  Apprehenfions  or  riot. 

It 
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It  may,  and  very  probable  it  will  be  u^ed  by  both  thefe 
kind  of  People^  that  firft  with  regard  to  rzQs,  the  Armies 
which  France  had  on  foot  in  the  laft  Year  of  the  late  War^ 
were  very  much  fuperior  to  what  I  allow  fhe  could  poffibly 
form ;  and  becaufe  I  know  that  this  has  been  laid  down  with 
great  Force,  by  fome  who  would  be  thought  cxtrcamly  well 
acquainted  with  the  military  Eftablifhment  in  France^  I  have 
taken  fome  Pains  to  learn  how  far  I  was  miftaken,  which 
from  thefe  People  I  could  never  do,  for  they  anfwered  al- 
ways in  the  general,  that  France  was  out  of  Comparifon 
ftronger  than  I  imagined ;  that  we  deceived  ourfelves  here  in 
thinking  the  contrary  j  and  that  the  Troops  in  her  Pay,  dur- 
ing the  laft  Campaigns,  very  far  exceeded  our  Computations. 
'  But  I  am  at  prcfcnt  out  of  all  Pain  upon  this  Subjcdt,  having 
in  my  Poflcflion  a  compleat  and  authentick  State  of  the  French 
Military  Eftablifhment  in  the  Montli  of  May  1748 ;  which  is 
indeed  a  very  correal  and  fatisfa£lory  Piece  of  its  kind, 
and  in  all  refpe6b  the  fineft  Detail  of  an  Army  I  ever  (aw.  I 
will  give  the  Reader  an  Extraft  of  the  Totals,  which  will 
ferve  (ufficiently  to  illuftrate  this  Point. 

STATE  of  his  Mojl  Chrijiian  Majejiy^s  Land  Forces 

in  May  1748. 

Infantry,                      Battal,  Men.         Annual  Pay. 

Regular  National  Foot 356  261455  54854808—5-0 

Foreign  Regular  Foot 84  59183  160997 1 7-16-0 

Irregulars  -- .--  13  9569  2596073—2-0 

Cavalry  Squadrons.    Men.        Annual  Pay. 

Regiments  of  Horfe 301       47531  3^^30455-10-4 

Regiments  of  Dragoons 85       13824  8064154- -2-9 

Irregulars 25        3120  2330728-16-0 

Battal.    453 

395382  "6075937.13-4 

Squad.    411 

My  firft  Obfervation  upon  this  is,  that  fo  far  from  fubvcrt- 
ing  my  former  Calculation,  this  State  of  the  French  Amay  very 
clearly  eihblifhes  it.  In  Time  of  Peace,  we  have  inewn, 
that  the  ilanding  Forces  of  France  are  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  Men ;  and  in  Time  of  War,  it  may  be 
very  fairly  computed,  that  about  this  Number  is  -  requifite  for 
the  Ganifons,  the  Security  of  the  Coafls,  and  the  Prefcrvation 
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of  the  interior  P^  of  the  Kingdom :  Which  will  be  ftill  oiort 
evident,  if  we  confider  that  one  hundred  and  twelve  Battap 
lions  of  IVlilitia,  making  upwards  of  eighty  thoufand  Men, 
are  included  in  the  foregoing  State  of  the  Army-  I  was  not 
confequently  in  the  Wrong,  in  fuppofing  that  France  could  not 
bring  many  above  two  hundred  thoufand  Men  into  theField,  even 
when  fhe  exerted  herfclf  to  the  utmoft.  We  have  likewife  fecn, 
that  great  as  this  Force  is,  (he  might  have  been  attacked  by  the 
Allies,  if  their  Engagements  to  each  other  had  been  puii£ciially 
performed,  with  equal,  if  not  fuperior  Armies. 
*  My  next  Obfervation  is  as  to  the  Expence,  which  die 
Reader  fees,  for  the  bare  Subfiftcnce  of  the  Troope,  amounts 
to  the  whole  ordinary  Revenue  of  France^  or  fomewhat  more 
than  five  Millions  StfrKng.  As  to  the  Extraordinaries  of  War, 
the  Subfidies  to  foreign  rowers,  the  Expences  of  the  Navy, 
the  Charge  of  Colonies,  and  many  other  Particulars,  they  are 
totally  excluded ;  and  I  prefume  nobody  will  think  that  the 
Computation  is  extr4vagant,  if  we  confider  thefe  as  amounting 
to  the  like  Sum.  To  all  this  we  muft  add  the  Chai^  of  the 
Civil  Government,  which  in  a  Time  of  War  cannot  be  at  all 
leflened ;  and  when  we  have  done  this,  and  brought  into  the 
Account  the  diftrefled  Condition  of  their  Trade,  which  mani- 
fefts  itfelf  more  and  more  fince  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace, 
when  Ttaders  attempting  to  draw  their  Money  out  of  the 
Hands  of  thofe  who  paid  them  Intereft  for  it  during  the 
War,  vfhen  they  could  not  employ  it  in  Commerce,  has  oc- 
cafioned  innumerable  Bankruptcies. 

I  fav,  when  all  this  is  taken  into  our  View,  and  ferioufly  re- 
fleded  upon,  we  muft,  unlefs  we  will  abfolutely  fhut  our  Eyes, 
perceive,  that  tho'  the  abfolute  Povrer  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment enables  thofe  who  adminifter  it,  to  avail  themfelves  of 
the  lafl  Man  and  the  laft  Shilling  that  Kingdom  can  raife^  for 
the  Support  of  their  ambitious  Projefts,  yet  when  this  is  done, 
no  Policy,  however  refined,  can  repair  that  Wafte  of  Wealth, 
or  reftore  their  extenuated  Strength,  in  a  ihort  Space  of 
Time. 

Power  may  fuperfede  the  Laws  of  Rcafon,  Humanity  and 
Juftice  X  but  human  Power  cannot  conftrain  the  Lav^  of  Na- 
ture. When  a  People  are  exhaufted,  they  muft  have  Tima 
to  recruit^;  and  tho'  it  may  be  very  well  fuppofed,  that  in  an 
abfolute  Government,  this  will  oe  fo  fiir  from  being  pre- 
vented, that  all  imaginable  Pains  will  be  taken  to  further  and 
fiicilitate  their  Recovery,  yet  a  very  little  Penetration  will 
ihcw  us,  that  even  this  cannot  be  immediately  donj  ;  for  thofe 
who  adminifter  fuch  a  Government,  being  always  jealous  of 

their 
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their  Neighbours^  cannot  turn  their  Thoughts  inftandy,  or  st 
leaft  not  intliely,  even  to  this  neceflary  Point ;  for  tho'  fuch 
a  Recovery  is  requifite,  yet  Self-Prefervation  remains  ftill  the 
£rft  Law,  and  confequently  Provifion  muft  be  made  for  that 

When  an  abfolute  Government  is  not  preparing  to  attack 
her  Neighbours,  (he  ifiuft  be  occupied  in  providing  againft 
any  Danger  that  may  refult  from  her  being  fuddcnly  attacked  | 
and  therefore  whatever  the  Bulk  of  the  People,  whatever  thofe 
who  have  the  Intereft  of  the  People  only  at  Heart,  may  wifh  or 
plead  for,  the  Minifters  under  fuch  a  Government  will  attend 
to  that,  and  will  not  fuflfer  their  Cares  to  be  called  oflF  to 
any  other  Obje6l,  before  what  regards  this,  upon  which 
their  Power  depends,   is  thoroughly  fettled. 

We  fee  that  in  Fadt  this  was  the  Cafe  in  France^  immediately 
upon  the  Condufion  of  the  War :  The  People  took  it  then  for 
granted,  that  the  extraordinary  Taxes  (hould  ceaie  at  oncei 
they  promifed  this  to  themfelvcs,  and  they  had  been  promifed  it 
by  the  Crown ;  yet  their  Wiflies  and  £xpe£btions  were  not 
anfwered.  The  Parliament  intgrpofed  in  their  Behalf;  and  it 
is  amazing,  that  no  Account  was  ever  publifhed  here  of  the 
Subftance  of  their  Remonftrances,  which  were  in  Effed  to 
this  Purpofe ;  That  extraordinary  Taxes  could  only  be  paid 
chearfully  upon  extraordinary  Oc^ons,  and  from  die  Hopes 
of  being  fpeedily  delivered  from  them ;  and  therefore  to  de- 
prive Men  of  thefe  Hopes,  viras  to  render  them  Bankrupts  in 
their  Fortunes,  and  defperate  in  their  Difpofitions :  That  to 
pay  Debts  was  a  good  Thing  in  itfelf,  and  certainly  tended  to 
the  Relief  of  the  People ;  but  this  Relief  being  aiftant,  and 
the  People  {landing  in  Need  of  immediate  Eafe,  the  latter  was 
a  more  fuitablc  Relief  than  the  former :  That  Indigence  was  a 
I>efence  even  againft  abfolute  Power,  and  therefore  it  was  to 
be  feared,  that  if  the  extraordinary  Taxes  were  paid,  the  or« 
dinary  Revenue  of  the  Crown  would  be  greatly  diminiflied,  and 
confequently  new  Debts  be  incurred  fafter  than  the  old  ones 
difcharged. 

But  did  thefe  Remonftrances  prevail  ?  No ;  oi^  inftead  of 
the  Tenth  the  Twentieth  Penny  was  impofed  :  For  tho'  it  is 
highly  jnrobable  the  Miniftry  were  fenfible  of  the  Force  of 
this  Keafbning,  and  of  the  Diftrefs  of  the  Nation,  yet  being 
at  the  (ame  Time  more  fenfible  of  the  Wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  concerning  them  more,  they  thought  fit  to  poftpone 
the  Relief  of  the  People  to  what  they  will  certainly  call  the  In* 
tereft  of  the  State. 

Thus  I  prefume  it  is  made  tolerably  plain,  that  with  all 
jMir  Power  and  Policy,  Franot  cannot  in  a  few  Years  recover 
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<he  Lofles  flie  has  fuftaincd  in  the  laft  War;  nor  will  it  be 
within  the  Compafe  of  her  Abilities,  intirely  to  give  thofc  En- 
couragements and  Affiftances  to  her  Allies,  that  very  poffibly 
they  were  made  to  expeft  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace; 
ancl  if  this  (hould  happen,  there  is  t^e  higheft  Probability, 
that  thofe  AUics  will  vary  their  Syftem'  as  their  Intercfts  fhaO 
clireft ;  and  what  the  Confequences  of  this  may  be,  I  ihall  nor 
venture  to  foretell. 

Only  thus  much  I  will  add  upon  the  Subjeft,  that  as  we  arc 
iufficiently  apprized,  die  Allies  oi  France ^  more  efpecially  in  the 
North,  have  had  very  great  Defigns  in  Agitation  for  fbme 
Years  paft,  the  Execution  of  which  they  have  been  forced  to 
delay  for  want  of  her  Afliftance,  this  muft  be  either  now  gi- 
ven, which  would  prove  a  new  Opening  to  a  venr  uncertain 
Expence,  or  it  muft  be  forborn ;  and  then,  as  I  before  hinted, 
it  is  like  to  become  the  Caufe  of  framing  fome  new  Syftem ; 
fince  there  arc  Powers  in  that  Part  of  the  World  capable  of  re- 
fining, even  upon  the  Politicks  of  France^  if  what  the  FrenA 
Politicians  (ay  be  true,  that  tlKj  laft  War  in  Germany  was  not 
Matter  of  Cfhoice  but  of  Compulfion,  and  that  they  never 
knew  the  Nature  of  their  Engagements  till  they  were  called 
upon  to  fulfill  them,  under  Circumftances  that  would  not  ad- 
mit of  a  Refufal. 

It  would  have  been  an  eaiy  Matter  to  have  extended  both 
the  Hiftory,  and  the  Reflexions  contained  in  this  Chapter, 
much  ferther,  and  to  have  done  this,  might  have  anfwered 
my  Purpofe  moft  effedhially ;  but  as  this  would  have  obliged 
me  to  enter  very  deeply  into  the  domcftick  Concerns  of 
that  Nation,  ana  even  into  Matters  of  a  ftill  more  tender  and 
delicate  Nature,  I  thought  it  more  expedient  to  defift. 

The  Reader  however  will  be  pleafcd  to  conffder  with  himfclf, 
what  were  in  all  Probability  the  true  Motives  that  induced 
the  Regent  to  behave  with  fo  much  Mildnefs  and  Modera- 
tion in  refpeft  to  his  Syftem  of  foreign  Affairs,  and  compare  it 
with  the  prefent  State  of  France ;  when,  if  I  miftakc  not,  he 
muft  very  eafdy  difcovcr  a  very  ftrong  Rcfemblance,  and  be 
from  thence  inclined  to  think  as  I  do,  that  Europe  has  a  very 
fciir  Chance  of  being  exempted  for  fome  Time  from  thofe  Ap- 
prehenlions,  with  which  (he  ought  otherwife  to  be  always  filled^  . 
of  the'neceflary  Confequences  of  that  ambitious  Spirit,  which 
is  and  ever  will  be  predominant  in  this  Nation,  while  its 
Government  fubfifts  in  its  pre&at  Forou 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XL 

%€  Hijiory  of  Spain,  while  under  the  Dominion  of 
the  Houfe  of  Auftria ;  the  pajjing  of  that  Crown 
into  the  Family  of  Bourbon ;  the  Confequences  of 
this  Alteration^  in  regard  to  the  Syftem  of  Eu- 
rope and  the  prefent  State  Maxims  of  Govern^ 
menty  true  Interejis^  and  political  ConneSiions  of 
that  Kingdom. 

WE  are  now  to  prefent  the  Reader  with  a  fucdnd 
Hiftory  of  Spain^  in  order  to  give  a  clear  Account  of 
ler  political  Interefts  and  Connections.  Every  body  knows, 
low  much  it  imports  us  to  be  acquainted  with  them,  and  many 
re  by  this  Time  fenfiblc  of  the  Misfortunes  we  have  more 
ban  once  brought  upon  ourfelves,  by  not  beii^  fufficiendy 
nformed  about  them.  The  Crown  of  Spain  is  now  one  of 
he  mofl  confiderable  Powers  of  Europfj  but  it  has  not  always 
►een  fo.  That  great  Country  was  formerly  divided  into  feve- 
sd  Kingdoms ;  and  it  was  not  till  towards  the  latter  End  of 
he  fifteenth  Century,  that  moft  of  them  came  to  be  united  im- 
ler  Ferdinand  and  IJabella. 

^  That  King  vtras  reputed  the  wifefl  Prince  of  his  T^me,  and 
lis  Queen,  without  being  fo  reputed,  was  really  the  wifeft 
Town'd  He4d  in  that  Age.  Ferdinand  ftudied  to  extend  his 
^ower,  Ifabella  labpured  to  make  her  Subjeds  great  and  happy, 
t  was  to  him  that  his  Succeflbrs,  in  a  great  Meafure,  owe  didr 
»eingabfoIuteat  home,  but  it  is  to  her  they  are  indebted  for 
he  Figure  they  have  fince  made  abroad.  In  a  Word,  it  was 
lis  Policy  that  made  the  Kings  of  Spain  great,  it  was  her  Vir- 
ucs  that  made  the  Crown  fo. 

There  were  three  Things  that  fell  out  under  their  Reigns, 
irhich  intirely  altered  the  Face  of  Affairs  in  Spain^  and 
hereby  changed  the  Syftem  of  Europe.  The  firft  was  tlie 
funftion  of  the  Crown  of  CaJliU  and  Leon^  with  the  Domi- 
}ions  that  belonged  to  each  of  them;  and  this  was  brought 
ibout  by  thejr  Marriage.  The  fecond  was  the  total  Exclufion  of 
he  Moorsy  which  was  efFe£led  by  the  Conqueft  of  Granada^  the 
aft  of  thofe  Principalities  which  they  had  eredled  in  that  Coun- 
ty ;  and  which  the  Union  of  their  Dominions  put  it  in  the 
Power  of  ^^^^^  Pf  inccs  tp.  accomplifli.    The  third  was  the  Dif- 
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covery  of  die  xuBwV^adif  and  the  aiwauag^of  ji^  what  fW 
covered,  to  their  Dominions ;  by  which  Spam  vemj  befiUtt 
commence  her  Maritime  Power. 

Thus  in  the  Compais  of  about  diirty  Yean,  £^«n*  bacuii 
beyond  all  Companion  the  ereateft  Power  in  Arwfe^  KVhidi 
before  was  very  inconfideraUe.  For  this  FiHbmmd  and  Ui 
Queen  IfabiUa  b^an  their  Reign  in  1472;  the  Queen  dkdiB 
1504,  and  the  King  in  1516,  after  uniting  the  Kii^doim  ef 
iNttplii  and  Navarre^  under  various  FMences^  to  the  reft  of  Us- 
aheady  extenlive  Dominions. 

Thisisa  (hort  Account  of  theGiowthoftfaei^^m£|iVo«cr 
to  the  opening  of  the  fixteendi  Centurv,  fixxn  which  Tune 
it  is  abftdutdy  neceflary  that  we  (houla  have  more  diflbft. 
Notions  of  its  gradual  Progrefs^  ereateft  H^it^  and  (bUb*. 
c|uoRt  Decleniion»  as  well  as  of  me  great  Ghange  that  Vm 
happened  from  its  paffing  out  of  the  Houie  of  ^bffirjm  uao 
diat  of  Bmrkiif  vriiich  (Kcafioned  the  hft  general  War^  uA 
has  been  the  ObjeA  of  the  principal  Negodatioiit  in  Bwnfi 
Vftt  finoei 

That  we  inqr  do  diis  efie£hally9  and  at  die  fione  Tine  bep 
as  m^ch  widiin  Bounds  as  poffibl^  we  (hall  firft  of  all  give  a 
brief  Defcription  of  the  Power  acquired  bjr  Omrbi  Y.iAio 
vriio  vras  at  once  Emperor  of  Gimumy^  ICing  of  Sfmm  and 
Napbs^  Mailer  of  a  great  P^  of  Italy^  and  Lord  of  die  whole 
Low-Countries,  as  well  tfaoTe  that  now  form  the  Rcpuhlicfc  ef 
the  United  Provinces,  as  thofe  which  are  fKIed  the  Sfmu/k 
Neiherbnubf  and  bdong  mofUy  to  the  Emprefs-Queen  of 
Hungary* 

Welhall  next  give  a  (hort  View  of  the  Reig^  of  PbiSp'B^ 
who,  if  ambitious  Princes  are  to  be  filled  (b^  was  die  wifeft 
King,  at  leaft  the  ereateft  Politician,  that  Eurtfe  ever  finrp 
and  in  that  Quality  bid  the  iaireft  for  univerfid  Monarchy^  10 
his  Pretenfions  to  which,  he  was  ralther  defeated  by  Providence 
than  either  by  the  Power  or  Prudence  of  thofe  that  oppofed  himi 
and  yet  he  had  to  deal  with  fome  of  the  greateft  Flrinoes  that 
ever  ruled  in  this  Part  of  the  World. 

We  fhall  in  the  third  Phce  (hew,  how  that  miriity  Power 
which  he  eftablifhed  dwindled  away  and  funk  to  nodung  under 
his  Succefibrs ;  fo  that  at  laft  they  were  protected  in  the  PoflKA 
fion  of  their  Dominions,  by  thofe  very  Powers  that  had  beeq 
raifed  upon  their  Ruin.  A  ftrange  Revolution  this !  but  of 
all  diat  has  happened  in  Europe  the  moft  worthy  of  Attention  | 
becaufe  it  (hews  us  how  the  moft  potent  Governments  ar^ 
infeebled  and  brought  to  decay  by  all  grafping  Princes ;  and 
how  Providence  counteradb  human  Policy,  ib  a^  to  draw  Events 
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jdire^  contrary  to  thnr  Intentions,  from  the  Pkuis  hid  down 
and  executed  by  the  ableft  Statefmen^  to  gratify  the  Defiret 
of  the  moft  ambitious  Princes. 

Laftly,  We  fhall  give  an  impartial  Account  of  the  manner 
in  which  this  Kingdom  changed  its  Mafter^  and  how  all  £aH 
rope  came  to  acquiefce  at  laft  in  its  remaining  in  the  Poflei&oa 
of  the  late  King  PhUip  V,  tho'  a  younger  Branch  of  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon^ 

We  have  in  a  forcing  Article  reUdng  to  the  Houfe  of 
Aujiria^  given  an  Account  of  the  Defcent  of  CharUs  V,  who 
^as  the  Grandfon  of  FerMnand  and  IJabella  by  their  only 
Daughter,  and  who  fucceeded  firft  to  (he  Low-Countries,  of 
which  he  was  alfo  a  Native ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder 
that  he  retained  for  them  a  ftrong  Afiefiion  as  long  as  he 
lived.  It  was  this  Aiiedion,  however,  that  rendered  him  diT- 
agreeable  to  the  SpaniarJsj  who  on  the  other  hand  were  never 
very  agreeable  to  Kim ;  and  though  by  the  Affiftance  of  two 
very  able  Minifters,  he  governed  that  Nation  very  quietly 
during  the  beft  Part  of  his  Reign,  yet  there  never  was  any 
cordial  Aflfe£tion  between  him  am  his  Subje^  in  that  King- 
dom. 

It  is  true,  that  for  the  Sake  of  the  prodigious  Revenues 
which  he  drew  from  the  Spamjb  Dominions  in  Europe  and 
jfmerUa^  he  behaved  towanu  them  alvirays  with  great  Civi- 
lity and  Condefcenlion,  and  countenanced  that  Prepofleffion  in 
fheir  Favour,  which  was  fhewn  by  his  Son  Philip  even  in  hit 
Infancy.  On  the  other  Hand,  the  Fortune  of  the  £mperory« 
who  gained  die  higheft  military  Reputation  by  a  long  Series 
pf  V^^bries,  cncreadTed  the  Spanijb  Dominions  in  Itafyj  hum- 
bled the  French  Power,  brought  King  Francis  L  Prifoner  to 
Madrid^  and  carried  the  Terror  of  his  Arms  into  Africa^  made 
him  in  fome  meafure  popular  amongft  the  S^/or^,  naturally 
the  moft  loyal  People  in  Europe^  and  extrcamly  charm'd  widi 
heroic  Courage  in  ^ir  Princes. 

But  on  the  one  Hand  the  Emperor  did  not  forefee  in  the  for- 
mer Part  of  his  Reigi^,  the  Impoffibility  of  fecuring  all  his  Do- 
minions to  his  Son,  which  |f  he  had  done,  he  would  certainly 
have  aAed  otherwife  than  he  did,  and  have  been  more  tender  m 
the  Intereft  of  Spain^  and  more  prudent  in  the  Difpodtion  of 
that  iinmenfe  Wealth  which  accrued  to  him  from  the  Poflleilion 
pf  it.  He  (aw  this  in  the  latter  Part  of  his  Days,  and  then  he 
fchang'd  his  Scheme  of  Proceeding,  he  endeavoured  to  augment 
his  Maritime  Force,  and  by  the  Marriage  of  his  Son  rhiKp 
9vith  Mary  Queen  of  England^  (ought  to  eftablifli  a  new  Con- 

pe^on  between  the  4iifo:enf  Pa^  of  his  DominioASi  and  at 
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the  (ame  time  to  furround  France^  and  keep  her  in  continisl 
Dependance. 

The  Staniards  were  as  much  deceived  on  the  other  Hand, 
in  their  Notions  for  the  great  Conquefb  and  mighty  Giandedr 
of  the  Emperor ;  as  they  were  gained  at  their  Expence,  (b  tha 
were  kept  by  the  (ame  Means ,  and  this  exhaufted  Spain  botn 
of  Men  and  Money,  drew  from  her  all  the  Wealth  flie  derived 
from  her  Indies^  even  fafter  than  it  came  in,  and  by  putting  it 
into  the  Power  of  the  Court  to  confer  honourable  and  profitabk 
Employments  upon  her  Grandees,  extingui(hed  thole  Principles 
of  Honour  and  Patriotifin  for  which  they  had  been  former^ 
femous,  and  made  them  the  Flatterers  of  Princes,  and  Depen-r 
dents  on  their  Minifters,  which  their  free-born  Anceftors  would 
have  defpifed. 

It  muft  be  allow'd,  that  confidering  the  End  he  aimed  af^ 
this  Monarch  laid  down  a  right  Plan,  and  commonly  fjpeaking, 
purfued  it  fteadily;  he  was  alfo  generally  fucceisful,  and  after 
the  Battle  of  Pavia^  flood  very  hiir  for  carrying  his  great  De- 
fign  into  Execution :  But  in  the  Decline  ot  Life  he  was  le& 
fortunate,  or  rather  he  was  better  known ;  all  the  Powers  of 
Europe  were  upon  their  Guard,  and  that  fraudulent  Policy,  by 
which  he  had  been  fq  great  a  Gainer,  grew  not  onlyufeleis^ 
but  was  alfo  turned  upon  himfelf. 

Hence  it  was,  that  almoft  every  where  his  AfBiirs  b^an  to 
decline.  The  Princes  of  Germany  would  no  longer  truft  him  ; 
the  Pope  and  the  Italian  Princes  were  continually  plotting  againft 
him  i  France  began  to  recover  its  Power,  and  even  in  the  Law 
Countries^  which  had  been  alvrays  the  moft  favoured  Part  of 
his  Dominions,  he  met  with  (uch  Mortifications,  as  forced 
him  to  think  of  a  Refignation,  which  he  executed  withRepug«i 
nance,  and  repented  as  foon  as  he  had  made  it. 

But  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  laid  afide  his  Scheme  of 
univerfal  Monarchy ;  he  was  indeed  fatisfied,  that  it  could  ne- 
ver be  brought  to  bear  in  his  own  Time,  but  he  flatter'd  him-« 
fcif  to  the  1^  that  it  could  not  efcape  his  Son,  He  knew  the 
Difpofition  of  Philip  exadly,  and  that  tho'  he  was  not  fo  great 
a  Hero,  he  was  rather  a  more  refiiicd  Politician  than  he ;  and 
therefore  he  took  all  imaginable  Pains  to  infufe  into  his  Mind 
the  fame  Views,  the  fame  Paffions,  and  the  fame  Principles  of 
Policy,  that  had  governed  himfelf. 

It  was  to  facilitate  this,  that  at  the  Time  of  his  Refignation, 
he  put  into  his  Hands  a  Syfleni  of  the  Art  of  War,  and  another 
of  Government,  of  his  own  compofmg;  both  excellent  in 
their  kind,  but  fatal  to  his  Pupil,  and  to  the  Spanijh  Nation; 
Philip  received  thcfe  Prefents  more  rcfpcflfulJy  than  he  had  done 
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his  Father's  Dominions,  and  ftudied  them  with  fucli  Diligence^ 
thathewas  foon  in  a  Condition  to  have  given  the  like  Leflbns 
himielf.  The  Spaniards  even  at  this  Time,  retain  the  Memo^ 
^  of  this  Fa£t,  and  make  ufc  of  it  as  a  proverbial  Expreflioa, 
TTfat  in  all  great  Enifrg^ndiSj  tb^ir  Minijters  are  wont  to  conJiiH 
the  Spirit  of  Charles  V;  which  is  but  too  true,  for  they  profe- 
cuted  his  Maxims  till  they  wore  out  the  Force  and  Riches  of 
that  Nation ;  and  came  to  be  in  that  deplorable  State  in  which 
wc  fhall  hereafter  find  them. 

In  1558,  the  Emperor  Charks  V.  died  in  his  Retirement^ 
diflktisfitd  with  the  World,  his  Son,  and  himfelf;  but  at  the 
lame  time  with  a  full  Profpeft  of  Philip's  becoming  Matter  of 
the  greateft  Part  of  Eurote^  either  by  Force  of  Arms,  of  bv 
Dint  of  his  Intrigues.  He  left  him,  to  fay  the  Truth,  a  moft 
formidable  Prince ;  for  he  had  jufl  triumphed  over  the 
French^  by  a  decifive  ViSory,  had  recovered  all  his  Dominions 
in  Italy y  was  in  full  PbfTeffion  of  the  Low  Countries^  and  had 
fo  much  Power  in  England^  as  enabled  him  to  employ  the  whole 
Strength  of  this  Nation  for  his  Service,  dire^y  againft  its  own 
Interdls. 

To  (ay  Truth,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  timely  Death  of  his 
Confort  Queen  Mary^  there  is  hardly  any  doubt  to  be  made,  that 
he  would  have  carriexl  his  Point ;  and  have  annexed  this  Crown, 
for  fome  time  at  leaft,  to  the  reft  of  his  Territories,  which  as 
it  would  Have  been  fatal  to  thd  general  Good  of  Europe^  would 
have  been  no  leis  de(hii£Uve  to  our  Ancettors  in  particular,  as 
we  fhall  perhaps  have  an  Occafion  to  fheW  more  largely  in 
another  Part  or  this  Work. 

Philip  II.  began  his  Reign  with  mjch  Reputation^  and  in 
the  War  which  he  entered  into  with  France^  had  at  firft  great 
Succefles,  which  were  chiefly  owing  to  the  Fidelity  and  V^irtues 
of  his  Subje£b  in  the  Lew  CotPitrtes*  It  was  not  long  how^ 
ever,  that  he  fuflered  his  Affairs  to  continue  in  this  Situation  | 
he  was  bent  upon  returning  to,  and  living  in  Spain ;  he  pre- 
ferred none  but  the  Natives  of  diat  Country,  and  iheWed  him- 
ielf fonder  of  their  Cufloms,  and  Manner  of  Li  vine,  than  was 
fit  for  a  Prince,  who  had  fuch  extenfive  Donnnions,  and  . 
People  of  fuch  different  Tempers,  and  Difpofitions^  under  hid 
Obedience* 

He  attempted  likewlfe  upon  their  Liberties,  and  yfns  de^ 
firous  of  leaving  Spanijh  Troops  in  their  principil  Cities^ 
un  .cr  the  Command  of  the  Prince  of  Orangey  and  Count 
Egmohi\  but  the  People  abfolutely  refiifed  to  fubmit,  and 
foon  after  the  Troubles  in  thbfe  Parts  began«  The  Spaniards 
miftook  their  Interifb  in  this  Refpefl  intirely ;  they  were  pleafed 
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jiltMi^.hSi/i  happenied  i  thejr  ftjoiced  at  their  having  «ft£iiig 
JhHr^  SfomA ;  and  looked  upon  the  Revolt  of  the  fUniu^ 
as  a  Tiki^  mit  muft  prove  very  advantageous  to  ibiem,  as  ft 
woulfllUrord  the  King,  notcrnr^  an  Ojiportunity  of^cairtuliq; 
Aeir  Privil^^  but  df  confiftatin^  Aeir  Eftates,  and  beOow- 
ing  them  upon  his  Favoarites,  or  in  other  Words»  upon  iheniH 
ftjvesi^     .    ,    .  * 

Bui  dity.  were  convinced  bv  Eatperience  of  the  Fo%  of  tbefe 
Notions;,  for  thePeode  of  theZ^  Ckuntria  wim  not  to  4|c 
fiig^tedout  (rf*. their  Privileges,  anddierefore  todeprive  them 
by  Forces  Thx^  were  continually  to  be  ieiit  from  S^ma, 
9nd  to  be  maintained  when  fent  in  die  L&w  Cmmtrm^  which 
inftead  of  becoming  as  PKBp  intended,  a  Fhoe  of  Ann^ 
.fiom  whence  he  mq^  at  PlaLfure  invade  either  Frmiu  or 
Bftglamlf  diey  becme  in  Reality  the  Theatre  of  a  War*  where 
a  veiy  finall  ^xpence  the  E%6jb  and  FrmA  broke  die  Force 
at  or  the  ^tm^  Monarchy,  vriiik  thus  emnloyed  apioft 
its  own  Subjefis.  Thb  was  the  firft  and  mat  MTmake  of  his 
Remiy  a  Miftake  which  how  much  ibever  he  mig|ht  inen^  be 
GOuKl  never  repair ;  a  Miftake  that  was  equally  fatal  to  his 
ownPower,  andufe&l  in  creating  aDiVemon  to  UaNeig^- 
boiJip,  who  but  for  thisMiftake  would  have  run  a  very  peat 
^  Hasird  of  becominff  likewife  his  Sulgeds. 

An^fdierpeatMmke  committed  b^  PMS^  DL  was  his  oon* 
fidering  in  the  Adminiftrstion  of  AflEurs,  his  own  ambrdous 
*  Projeds  only,  without  the  leaft  Attention  to  the  Wdfive  of  hu 
Subjedau  ne  law  his  Dominions  daily  thinned  by  the  Lofe 
his  Army  fi^ftsdned ;  he  law  the  Trade  of  his  People  decUne, 
chiefty  tcom  the  heavv  Load  of  Taxes  which  be  impofed  ;  he 
.  law  Ukewile  the  naval  Power  of  his  Kingdom  continually  iiflk, 
front  hi^  employing  almoft  all  theShippuig  and  Seamen  in  his 
Dominions,  in  a  Variety  ofEsqpeditions,  many  of  whkh  were 
vnfuorelsful,  in  refped  to  the  Views  that  he  propofed,  and  all 
of  them  were  exceedingly  ruinous  to  the  Spani/h  Nation. 

He  had  no  Confideration  of  this,  but  a£ied  as  if  Us  Fappfe 
had  been  Brute  Beafb,  in  which  he  had  a  Property,  witho^it 
being  under  any  Obli^tion  to  take  care  of  them.  He  wai  A 
confumnuite  a  Politician,  that  he  did  nothing  without  a  View, 
and  thou^t  of  no  other  Views  than  his  own ;  oy  which  hefir^ 
his  People  of  their  Wealthy  without  providing  m  their  Suppty ; 
which  made  an  Jtalian  Wit  compare  him  to  a  bad  Horfemant 
who  rede  his  Beaft  hard,  and  feidom  gav6^  him  a  Meal's  Meatr 
It  was  to  this  Principle^  that  he  owed  that  Firmnefii  or  rathes 
Inrenfibility,  for  which  he  was  fo  famous* 
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H^flieweci  no  Emodoii  on  illMewS)  bectiufe  Ke  wascarikft  of 
tfie  Lives  and  Fortunes  of  his  Subjeds ;  and  hoW  mucji  foevef 
be  might  feel  his  own  Dilappointments^  he  had  90  Feeling  aft 
all  for  the  Sufferings  and  Misfortunes  of  thofe  whom  be  em« 
|Joved,  but  regarded  theLofs  of  them  as  a  Thing  of  Courier 
ana  fcarce  worthy  ef  hts  Notice*  * 

A  third  Error  in  the  Conduct  of  this  great  Priilce^  itis  the 
over-rating  his  own  Power^'  which  led  him  to  undertake  lever  a) 
great  Proje£b^  without  giving  himfelf  Time  to  execute  any 
one  of  thom ;  bv  which  hie  multiplied  the  Number  of  his  Ene* 
/nies,  and  put  that  in  the  Power  of  manv^  which  could  havd 
been  executed  fmgly  by  none.  As  for  Diflance^  he  attacked 
Enfknd  whHe  he  was  en^ged  in  fubduing  tfi^  Low  Countries  % 
and  in  die  Midft^of  die  War  this^  drew  upon  him^  he  brok^ 
'with  France* 

Thus  one  Projed  embarrafled  and  confounded  anodier,  hf 
which  in  the  End  ihey  all  mifcarried^  except  the  Conqueft  of 
Portugal^  which  be  committed  entirely  to  the  Management 
of  the  Duke  of  Alba^  who  reduced  the  whole  Kingdom  in 
fifty-ei^t  Days.  This  {hews  what  he  might  have  done^  if 
he  had  proceeded  always  in  that  Method )  as  his  fending  d)« 
Duke  of  Parma  to  the  Kelief  oF  the  League  in  France^  whidi 
gave  the  Dutch  an  Opportunity  of  recovering  their  Afiairs^  I9 
an  evident  Demonftradon  diat  he  failed  in  his  other  De%nS| 
by  undertaking  more  than  one  at  once. 

Thefe  Projeds  are  all  fufficiendy  well  known  to  die  Worlds 
as  well  as  various  Expeditions  he  caufed  to  be  undertaken 

Sainft  the  Turks.^  and  odier  Infidels,  and  fome  occafional 
iverfions  made  by  his  Forces  in  Italy*  tn  refpcA  to  alt 
fhefe,  the  Spaniards  pleafed  themfelves  with  romantick  Specti* 
ladonS)  fuchis  that  the  Sun  never  fet  in  their  Mafter^a  Domi<* 
nions ;  thail  while  he  meditated  in  his  Qoict  at  the  Bfcurialy 
die  Plans  were  laid  there,  hj  which  both  Hemifpheres  wtre 
governed,  and  the  Forces  01  S fain  xwed  at  the  (ame  Time 
ictik  Esertfe  zni  the  Indies* 

Ddufive  Dreams  of  boundlefs  Grandeur !  which  made  but 
>very  poor  Amends  for  the  dreadful  DiftrefTes  that  thefe  am*" 
bidous  Purfuits  had  brought  upoh  their  exhaufted  Country ; 
and  which  ferved  to  fhew  us,  that  the  Examples  of  frinces 
ans^  frequendy  as  fatal  to  their  Subje^  as  their  falfe  Politicks, 
by  infptring  them  with  the  fame  fond  Paffion  for  extenfivr 
Dominions^  whicK  fwell  their  own  Breafh,  and  fo  make  that 
the  Obje£l  of  both  dieir  Wi(hes,  which  is  equally  deflrudiv^ 
Xq  both  their  Interefb; 
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*  It '  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  that  towai^  At-  lifter 
End  of  his  Life  this  great  Politician  altered  his  View^  anil 
eiit  of  Regard  to  the  reace  of  his  Pofierity,  began  to  think 
of  fccuring  that  of  his  Subjects.  In  order  to  this,  he  nve 
the  L&m  Countries  in  Dowxv  to  his  Daughter  IfaieUa-'C&rih 
Eugenia^  whom  he  marriea  to  her  Coufin  the  Arch-Duke 
jlWert^  in  Hopes  that  this  might  have  drawn  bade  tbe  Inha- 
bitants of  die  revolted  Provinces  to  dicir  Duty ;  and  dio^ 
this  Contrivance  failed,  yet  it  muft  be  acknowledge  thit  it 
was  very  well  contrived,  and  had  a  very  fiur  Appearance. 

He  took  Care  to  difpofe  Matters  for  a  Peace  with  Bngltrnd^ 
and  if  he  did  not  conclude  it,  it  was  very  probably  in  hopes 
of  making  better  Terms  with  her  Succelfi>r,  if  Queen  EEza* 
htb  had  died.  But  in  reg^  to  France^  which  he  found  f^ 
covered  Sti'ength  on  the  Conclufion  of  the  Civil  War,  and 
Henry  IV.  bemg  peaceably  feated  on  the  Throne,  he  made 
Hafte  to  compromife  his  Diilerences,  that  he  midit  leave  his 
Dominions  quiet  oh  that  Side.  As  to  Portugal  tho*  he  ob- 
tained it  by  Conqueft,  he  fought  to  preferve  it  by  a  very 
mild  and  gentle  Government,  and  laboured  all  ^t  lav  in 
his  Power  to  make  the  People  conceive  it  their  Lileieft  ta 
continue  united  with  Spain  \  which  might  probably  have  been 
tStStsiy  if  he  had  not  put  his  Son  Don  Carhs  to  Death,  who 
•was  lileewife  the  Son  of  Mary  Infanta  of  Pd/rtugaL  But  the  Peo- 
ple were  fo  averfe  to  the  Spanijb  Dominion,  that  their  Pr^efls 
put  into  their  Litanies  a  Petition  to  God  to  deliver  them 
from  the  CaJliUan  Yoke. 

Thus  it  appears  plainly,  that  Experience  convinced  PlnEp 
n.  who  was  very  jufUy  dleemed  a  confummate  Politician,  of 
his  former  Errors,  and  in  a  Manner  forced  him  to  fee  that  the 
true  Greatnefs  of  a  King  does  not  confift  in  Conauefta  and 
extending  his  Dominions,  but  in  governing  thofe  wifehr  which 
he  jufUy  poflefles ;  and  in  makins  his  Subje£b  rich  ana  happy^ 
rather  than  rendering  his  own  Family  great 

His  laft  Error  was  committed  when  he  was  very  ncut  bis 
End,  and  was  of  all  others  the  moft  excufeable.  He  fiatter'd 
himfclf  with  the  Hopes  of  governing  the  Spanijh  Monarchy 
after  his  Demife,  and  with  that  View  drew  up  a  Memorial 
for  the  InflruSion  of  his  Son.  Vain  and  ambitious  Thoughts ! 
fays  the  French  Hiftorian  Mezeray  very  jufUy ;  for  all  Pnnces 
will  gf.vem  according  to  their  own  Fancy,  and  have  litdc 
or  no  Regard  to  the  maxims  of  their  Predeceflbrs. 

He  died  on  the  13th  o^  September  1598,  after  a  long  Reign, 

in  which  he  obtained  the  Reputation  of  a  great  and  wife 

Prince ;  tho',  as  we  have  (hewn,  he  left  his  lungdom  much 
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weaker  than  he  found  it,  and  his  Subjedb  impoveriflied  to 
fuch  a  Degree  as  made  their  Recovery  difficult  as  the  Con- 
duik  of  his  Succellbrs  rendered  it  impradticable. 

His  Son  Philip  m.  was  a  Prince  endowed  with  all  the 
Virtues  requifite  to  have  rendered  him  happy  in  private  Life ; 
but  without  thofe  Qualities  which  were  ncceflary  to  make  a 
great  Monarch,  or  to  reform  the  Errors  of  his  Father's  Govern- 
ment. He  was  naturally  of  a  quiet  and  peaceable  Difpofi- 
tion,  and  he  had  the  good  Fortune  to  confide  in  a  Minifter, 
whofe  Talents,  if  they  were  not  great,  were  at  leaftfuch  as 
enabled  him  to  do  much  Good. 

This  was  the  Duke  of  Lerma^  during  whofe  Adminifti:a4 
tion  a  folid  Peace  was  concluded  with  England^  agreeable 
to  the  dying  Counfcl  of  Philip  11.  He  alfo  made  a  Truc« 
with  the  Dutch  J  and  laboured  all  he  could  to  bring  the£x- 
pences  of  the  Government  within  fome  Bounds.  But  what 
is  equally  ftrange  and  remarkable,  this  happy  Temper  botl\ 
in  the  King  and  his  Minifter  was  attended  with  an  unfore^ 
feen  Confequence,  which  rendered  all  the  Expectations  that 
might  juflly  have  been  formed  from  thence  vain  and  abortive. 

It  had  been  the  Policy  of  his  Father  to  leiTen  the  Power, 
and  to  abate  the  Credit  of  the  Grandees,  whom  he  hated, 
and  who  no  Doubt  had  as  little  Refpedl  for  him ',  but  Philip, 
m.  purfucd  a  contrary  Condu£t,  he  had  an  Affection  for  thQ 
Spanijb  Nation,  and  a  flncere  Refpe£t  for  their  Nobility,  whom 
therefore  he  brought  into  his  Counfels,  and  employed  in  his 
Affairs ;  but  it  fo  fell  out,  that  their  Notions  were  dire£Uy 
oppofite  to  thofe  of  the  Minifter ;  they  thought  his  Love  of 
Peace  a  Weaknefs,  and  his  forming  no  Plan  for  extending 
the  Dominions  of  Spain  derogatory  from  the  Glory  of  the 
Crown  i  and  by  adopting  the  Sentiments  of  the  Prince  who 
had  humbled  them,  and  crofling  the  Syftem  of  that  Govern** 
ment  under  which  they  had  recovered  Credit,  they  made  Way 
for  new  Mifchiefe,  and  forced  the  King  upon  Meafures  dis- 
agreeable to  himfelf,  and  deftru£Uve  to  his  Subje<Sls. 

One  of  theie  vtras  the  moft  diftinguifli'd  Tranfadion  of 
his  Reign,  and  at  the  fame  Time  the  moft  &tal ;  and  that 
from  which  Spain  derives  part  of  that  Mifery  under  which 
(he  laboiirs  at  prefent.  This  was  the  intire  driving  out  the 
Morifcos^  or  the  Defendants  of  the  Mcors,  that  inhabited  the 
Kingdom  of  Granada  and  the  Countries  adjacent,  to  jtbe 
Number  of  nine  hundred  thouiand  Perfons,  of  all  Ranks,  Sexes, 
and  Agies.  The  Pretence  was,  that  they  were  difaffeded  and 
irreconcileable  to  a  Chriftian  Government,  as  being  ftiU  Mo* 
b(immedftni  in  theii  Hearts, 
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In  flls  urdcNibt  there  i»as  m  prett'ded  ^iTMki  IM' 
whoi  die  fame  Expedient  was  ftofokt  morb  diaii  oneb  m- 
PhiSp  n^  his  AfiTwer  always  was,  FM  m  jrnm  tfAur  MtAtit' 
fnr  tUs  is  bnfraBicabk.     Ye   under  diis'Reipi  it  wm^wmH, 
only  iefdv'4  upon  but  put  in  Execudon }  hf  wUdi  a  iwft 
TiadofCountty,  and  that  too  lixt  ^ictL^pAMi  m  Sfti^ 
was  left  without  Inhabitants,  and  from  boA2  beyoiii>CM»«* 
parifon  the  moft  fruitful  (becaufe  the  beft  cumTim)  'Put  «f 
that  mm;  Kingdom,   became  and  hit  coidnued^  ever  fiaoi  . 
abnoft  a  Ddart.    For  whatever  thefe  People  were  with  id^eA 
toReUgion,  in  point  of*Morals  and  Induftry  Aef  wcse  fef> 
ftwn   beiii^  the  worft  of  his  CathbliA  Miyet^  Spbjtasi 
and  thi^  driving  diem  over  to  B^kny,  ^h^  thej  became 
liis  moft  imris^le  Enemies,  was  one  of  the  ffioftdsff^pooi^ 
Mlftakes  in  Pdidtks  diat  Hiftory  has  recofded.^ 

^  Dq^rees  the  Nobility  got  the  better  of  die  Duke  of 
£/i7mr  in  die  Kin^s  Opinion ;  ^i  diat  prudent  Minifcr 
fedrefeeing  his  Fall,  tookCareto  ieoure  kisffead,  whioh  ho 
knew  was  aimed  at  by  his  Enemies,  by  oeiverii^  it  widia 
Cardinal's  Cap.  After  this  Di%race  Ibme  TroiAfes  kefce  out^ ' 
in  Aalf^  which  proved  Tery  detrimtlttad  to  th0  Stm^  bi-. 
tertft  s  knd  it  i^  ^^^  probaUe  that  die  liew^  Miniftry  «woiiU 
have  cM^ged  die  King' in' a^new*War,>notwidiftandii^  ht^^ 
pacilick  I)^4>ofiuon^  if  he  had  not  been  removed  by^  Deatfa^* 
which  happen-d  on'  die  laft  Day  of  JMifvA  1621. 

PiiBp  IV.  fucoeeded  his  Father  in  the  Flower  of  hh  Age^ 
and  the  Sttk  ASdon  of  his  Reign  feeoMd  to  fpealr  a  much^ 
higher  Gennii  for  Government  He  had  int^pofed,  "vribUe. 
Frmce.bCi^Ai^x,  in  Favour  of  a. Gentleman  cdixienmedfar 
Minite.!i^  had  obtained  his  Father's  Pr'omife  for  aPaidoOs 
widi,wjiieh!theilelati<ms  of  thfe  Criminal  were  iadsfied,  and 
did  nottnake  Hafte  to  take  it  tiut  in  Form.  Aftet:  ibt  King's 
Deatb^AeProfixudon  wasfenewed,  and  the  new  Kii^  direAed 
Execution.  Thofe  who  had  fbUicited  for  the  yoimg  Mba 
were.-arib^ed,  and^repcc&nted^fo  his  Majefty  the  Inconflaficy, 
as  thcy/4»KxiVdd,.<rf!»hiar  Behaviour.  His  Anfwer  was  verjr 
Tpms^jif^h^  iflniif  mpiivaitjASn^  Aid  he,  tbnre  vmu  Romi 
in  fry  Brn^Jfin'Xhmpafim^t^  nauf  lama  KfMJg^  mintirttf 
takm  r^mwfafiief.^  rMt  Aattiqilitir  does  not  fiimifli  us  wv^ 
a  Saying^aimre^ifenfiljc^^M^^  a  Monarch;  but  afaal.. 

citirami^lOmyfinnam.'nmierani^    \t 

:  Hb'drQfin4iisTadiefs  Favourites  from  Courts  and  amoi^ 
them  idie'^'Duke VC/a/i&i,  the  unnatural  Son  of  die  Ehike  of. 
iirma^x  and  *one  of  the  wamieft  Perfecutois  of  his  Fad)ar# 
This  wa|  amainly  right,  but  ibofi  after  he  fpoi]od  theX2afdinak* 
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Duke  of  dli  liis  Fdffsine  whkh  Ind  been  left  failn,  even  by 
the  Avarice  and.  Severitjr  of  the  fbimer  Miniften  i  and  this 
ws»  furely  wrong.  If  if  had  procc;eded  from  a  Diflike  of 
Favourites,  and  a. fettled  Refoldttenrof  adminiftring  the  Goi- 
vemment  himfelf,  it  had  been  in  fome  Meafure  excufeablei 
but  it  very  foon:  appeared  that  this  was  very  far  from  being 
the  Cafe.-- 

He  raifed  Q&Wr/z  to  the  Rank  of  Prime  Miniftert  whoria 
fo  well  known  in  Hiftory  by  the  peculiar  Title  of  At  Conde^ 
Duhj  and  delivered  himfelf  up  to  him  intirely.  It  cannot 
however  be  denied  that  he  was  a  Perfon  of  ereat  Genmsy 
which  appeared  by  the  vaft  Defigns  he  formed  s^noft  as  fooi^ 
as  be  came  into  the  Miniftry,  or  at  leaft  as  foon  as  he  was 
placed  at  the  Head  erf  it ;  but  he  had  not  Time  to  execute 
them,  for  as  it  fell  out  his  Parts  were  better  employed. 

We  have  {hewn  in  fpeaking  ofthe  Af&irs  of  the  Empire^ 
what  were  die  Views  of  the  other  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria  at  this  Time,  and*  in  our  Account  of  the  laftReign^ 
we  have  taken  Notice,  that  a  very  ambitious  Miniftry  fno- 
ceeded  the  gentle  and  quiet  Adminiftration  of  the  Duke  pf 
Lerma^  to  which  we  muft  now  add,  that  among  the  firft  Steps 
taken  by  die  newMinifter,  the  fupportii^  the  Emperor  was 
one ;  tKe  breaking  the  Truce  with  the  DutA  ano0)er  $  and 
the  moft  fcandalous  Breach  of  the  Treaty  of  Marriage  with 
our  King  Charles  the  Fiift,  then  Prince  of  H^aleSi.  wm  made 
a  romanrick  Voyage  to  Spain  to  fetch  the  Infanta^  a  thifxL 

It  muft  however  be  confisfs'd,  diat  thide  Meafixres  wem 
agreeable  to  the  King  and  to  his  Council;  fo  that  they  cannot> 
{&i£Uy  (peaking,  be  intirdy  laid  to  the  Door  ofdieMiniflav 
tho'  they  afteiwards  were.  Thefe  Meafures  having  dilbhlig^ 
n^oft  of  the  great  Powers  vaEuropi^  occafioned  in  16^5,^1^ 
League  of  Avignon^  in  which  tho*  there  is  little  Mention  s£ 
it  in  our  Hiftories,  we  had  our  Share  as  wdl  as  in  the  AffifOoH 
that  occafioned  it. 

This  League  was  the  Effedl  ti  the  ainbitious  ESbrts  of 
tbe.Houfe-  oA  Auftria^  to  obtain  an  univerlal  Monandiy  $  and 
the  Defi^n  of  it  was,  to  humbk  that  Houfe  to  fuch  a  i>^;ree^ 
as  to  drive  ilidb'a  pernicious  Notion  out  of  herCouncil^  or 
at  leaft  to  pot  the  Accomplilhment  thereof  intirely  outipf  hot. 
Power,  by  attacking  her,  and  that,  too,  vigoroufly  on  all  Sides  at 
once.  This  was  perfedly  aereieabie  to  m  modem  Do£bineof 
the  fiallance  of  Power,  which  is  in  Troth  the  only  political 
Do£hine  thitcan  preferve  puUick  Libertv,  and  hinder; 
one  Stfte  from  fwallowing  up  another,  till  me  beconpes  toe 
t>owerful  to  be  withftood.    Hence  arifes  d»e  great  Ifiportanoe 
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of  encounpiig  ahdK  tfhammdbift^niAamiit  hi  iMMft  liiA 
it,  fince  i&  very  Rumoiir  and  Di&MrTe  of  s  Sriittai'ili* 
duces  fuch'Concepridhs  even  in  comisioii  Mittdlli?  ii^  till 
more^than  once  contributed  to  ppUkvt  it.  ^  ,  \m:.;v 
;  It  was  in  G>nrequence  of  this Plandiat  the  Ddidk mmM^ 
Brafil;  theKbg  of  Frarue  and  thb  DuJot  of 'Asfi^i'  Ae  fe- 
publick  of  Genoa  \  the  Englijh^  Cadiz  \  the  King  pfUfmumt 
md  the  P^otdbnts.  of  Gernumy^  the  Itoperol'i-^lltt^ttty 
Countries}  iht  Venetians  too,  tho'  tbejr  did  not  dt<dirtf^i|fefr. 
>,  yet  underhand  affifted  the  Duke  of  Satf if  anit^rim  <9H^ 
ins  in  weakening  the  Power  of  Spmu  in  half]  MeiHm  ^kH^ . 
W  Prince  of  Tranfihaniaj  with  the  ASBsM^^  !t»if^^ 
fell  upon  HungoTfy  and  the  iDi^dSr  (Mii^axly  fmdidl  tHe^lftiif^ 
with  Artillery  and  Engineers  for  attackii^  w  foflrefleii  ef 
Mamora  and  LaraAie.^  :      » 

It  is  certain,  that  this  Defign  was  Very  wdl  kid^^^ufd  what 
is  not  common  wheife  Alliances  are  made  uo  erf*-  <b  Mmt 
.Plartiesy  almoft  everyPart  of  it  wascarrhrd  into&rattltfldfil  » 
that  never  any  two  Powers  fufiatned  k  greater  Shdok  thUi 
tile  Emperor  and  Spain  from  this  Confederacy.  .  TittfOtmrntti 
and  ConduA  of  OSvareZy  however,  contribucdl  diieflyte  w- 
vert  thb  Storm,  and  break  its  Force.  He  feUi  a  Fleet  lii 
Time  to  Brafil^  that  recovered  from  die  Dnitb  die  Buf  ef 
JHSaintSy  and  the  Town  of  St  Sahad&re%  he  a^M  And 
delivered  the  Genoejfe  from  the  Danmr  that  threatened  dieili ; 
his  Emiflaries  excited  fuch  Jealouiies  of  the  Fremh  m  the 
Minds  of  the  Grifons^  as  determined  them  to  make  Peax^  with 
Bpmn^  and  tb^confent  that  the  Popifh  Religion  (hould  be 
mabliiSied  lA  the  VakeUney  on  Condition  that  it  was  roftorfed 
•to  them  $  the  Englijh  mifcarried  in  their  Attempt  uponCatExy 
At  Dutch  loft  the  important  Town  of  Breda j  the  King  of 
'DeHmari  was  beaten  at  the  Battle  of  Lutter^  and  the  Mfors 
lail'd  in  the  Si^  of  both  the  FortrefTes  of  Larache  and 
Mamora. 

Tliis  oi^ht  to  have  raifcd  the  Reputation  of  the  Minifter 
t!y  the  grcstteft Height  j  but  the  Envy  conceived  againft  hhn 
avas  fo  ftrong,  and  bis  Sufpjcions  and  Jealoufies  influenced 
liim  to  that  exceffive  Degree,  that  he  was  To  very  tenacious 
^*ef  Poww,  fho'not  of  Money,  as  by  keeping  it  too  much, 
;ind  at  theTfame  Time  too  apparently  in  his  Hands,  Jic  lef- 
t^ed  his  own  Credit,  and  injured  the  Af&irs  of  his  Maftcr. 

But  after  all  his  good  Fortune  he  really  miftook  the  Ckfe 
tX  that  Government  under  his  Care,  and  having  fucceeded 
'againft  (b  powerful  a  Confederacy,  he  perfuaded  himfelf,  that 
Wmigbt  prevail  ia  all  the  Schemes  he  had  devifed,  widi- 
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cut  confidering  how  nfuch  the  Streng^  of  the  Kingdom  was 
weaken'd  by  rormerly  iattacking  and  lately  rcfifting  fo  many 
Powers;  Experience  demonftrated  his  Ktiftake,  for  the  King^ 
dom  that  rccover'd  by  his  Circumfpcftiori,  was  ruined  by 
his  Ambition,  juft  as  a  ratient  that  gets  over  a  Fever  is  fome- 
times  loft  by  the  Confumption  that  attends  it,  for  want  of 
Reft  and  Nourishment. 

If  in  this  Time  of  Profperlty  the  Minifter  had  given  Peace 
to  Spairty  he  had  faved  his  Country,  and  fecural  a  lafting 
Fame ;  but'  by  n^lefting  this,  and  endeavouring  to  perform, 
great  Feats  with  an  infirm  and  wafted  Body,  he  made  Europe 
fenfible  of  die  Weaknefe  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy,  of  which 
all  Parties  took  their  Advantage.  The  Dutch  became  ut- 
terly intraffable,  the  French  made  Conquefts  on  both  Sides 
of  their  Frontiers,  the  Catalomam  revolted,  the  Portuguefe  de- 
clared the  Duke  of  BragGnza^  King.  Great  Troubles  followed 
in  Italy ;  for  a  Fi(herman*s  Boy  at  Naples  fubverted  that  Go- 
vernment in  three  Days,  and  might  have  made  himfelf  abfo- 
lute  Matter  of  the  Kingdom,  if  the  Populace  had  been  as 
eafily  governed  as  they  were  inflamed. 

So  many  Misfortunes  upon  the  Back  of  each  other,  com- 
pelled the  Spanijh  Pride  to  fuit  itfelf  to  the  Circumflances  of 
the  Times ;  in  Confequence  of  which,  a  Peace  v^as  made  with 
riie  Dutch  upon  their  oWh  Terms ;  and  they  were  acknow- 
ledged to  be  a  fi-ee  State,  after  Spain  had  fpent  in  ready 
Money  three  hundred  Millions  Sterhngj  in  labouring  to  reduce 
them,  if  their  Accounts  may  be  depended  upon.  The  French 
made  great  Acquifitions  in  die  Low  Countries^  the  War  in 
Catalonia  ruined  that  Province,  the  Subje6b  of  Spain  in  Italy 
grew  mifcrable,  and  the  People  of  Portugal  maintained  their 
jjridependency. 

The  Conde-Duke  all  this  Time  kept  his  Mafter  in  fuch 
profound  Ignorance,  that  he  knew  not  the  Diftreftes  of  his 
Government,  when  all  Europe  rung  of  them.  But  at  laft 
this  fell  heavy  upon  the  Minifter,  for  the  Queen,  at  the  Per- 
fuafion  of  the  Emperor,  having  once  broke  the  Ice,  Com- 
plaints againft  Olivarez  came  from  all  Ranks  of  People,  and 
all  Qiiartcrs  of  the  Spanijh  Dominions  j  fo  that  he  was  torn 
from  the  King,  who  direftcd  him  to  retire  a  fmall  Diftanc^ 
from  the  Court ;  he  obeyed  ;  and  if  he  could  have  been  idle, 
he  might  have  recover^  his  Power,  for  the  King  was  in- 
clined to  recall  him. 

But  he  fpent  his  leifure  Hours  in  writing  an  Apology  for 
his  Admin iftration,  in  which  he  fhewed  m^re  Wit  m  de- 
fending,  than  be  had  ever  done  Prudence  i:i  his  Cotv^^aQL"^ 
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and  tbii  mivodlhe  lUge^  ind  cM&flMfed/d^ 
Enemies  to  liich  a  Deme>  that  Ac  King  wal  fdgoA  to  k< 
nifh  him  to  a  greater  Diftance  fifom  Court^^  where  hirnM^ 
guifli  and  Pifcontent  foon  killed  him.  In  the  Peiion  of  the 
Conde-Duke  ir  0/riwrfs  ended  the  Spirit  of  the  kAmnHhwAmj 
for  none  that  fuccceded  him  were  in  mf*  Depcst  Wfi^l  t» 
their  Employment,  or  the  Circumftanca  of  <he  SlMe.^.  < 

The  King  had  been  b  kng  uftd  to  tdeyohreithe  .Gaitt  dt 
Government  upon  anodier  Pefibn,  that  he  mjr  »&k»i  flnfe 
Choice  of  a  new  Minifter,  Dmi  Lewis  d^;  Art^.a.-ifan.  of 
a  very  moderate  Capacity,  wfaofe  Views  jmdiol'  iiOiSMB^tt: 
than  maintainin^f^  Gomnment  in  its  ufiial  Order  i  an^wfaoft 
onlv  Ambition  was,  to  keep  his  Place*  vThe  gnat  Snemf 
cf  Spain  was  now  dead,  for  Caodinal  £«Mm  hM-ti.fuAi^- 
lar  Averfion  to\that  Country  ami  People^  ;biit£.fiiftfSuoccflai 
Mazarin  was  of  amikler  Difpofitiontandrhefides,  thtjQueen- 
Dowa^r  olFranci  wastndined  to.  putian-fiwi  to  diaJM^ 
putes  betiH^een  Ai  two  Kingdoms^  wfatch.  was  fnopStf  whst 
die  Stom^  Minifter  moft  earnefUy  defiled. 

The  Truth  is,  the  Kingdom  aiSfmrn  couU  cainr  aalhe 
War  no .  longer,  her  Anmcs  were  wore  .swt,  her  Xiofiires^ 
were  exhauftM,  many  of  her  Frontier  Phocs  kA^  and/moft 
of  them  tun  to  Decay ;  the  Jmerican  Commeroe  ftSkut  atatiii 
bebw  what  it  was,  and  the  dependant  and  .trihitluyt  GtaMk 
in  Itah  Ming  off  every  Day.    Upon  this$  NcgocisCiciaaiMn; 
fet  pn  Foot  b^een  the  two  Crowns,  but  it  was  a  long  Time* 
before  they  were  perfefied,  and  then  the  two  Kiogir  .were  lo 
have  an  Interview,  as  the  Minifters  aUb'iiad,  upoBitfae  fimib- 
tiers  of  their  refpe6Hve  Dominions* 

There  was  one  Thin^  propofed  at  the  Bepnnin^.  of  die 
Trca^,   which  made  his  Cadiolidc.  Majefly   venr    lineafy) 
and  tnis  was  the  Marriage  of  his  Daughter  the  Infanta  Mtmm 
Tberefa  with  the  French  King.      He  fere&w  thi^  this  Mar* 
riage  would  feme  time  or  other  transfinr  the^Monat^r.  gf.Sj^dwf; 
from  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  to  that  iABourhm ;  die  Tnouriit  of^ 
which  he  could  not  bear.    But  as  at  this  Time  he  had  uverd 
other  Children,  his  Minifters  perfuaded  him  that  this  was  an . 
ill-groimded  Apprehenfion,   and  that  nothing  but  this  M«i-J 
riage  could  render  the  Treaty  in  which  they  were  emliarke^'^'* 
folid  and  fecure.  it. 

Befides,   the  Kine  was  extremely  fet  upon  reducing  Af> 
tugal^  and  his  Minilter  made  him  believe,  that,  a  Peace  .with 
Franciy  would  put  that  abfolutely  in  his  Power,  and  thaf.it. 
was   in  vain  to  hope  the  Accomplifhment>of  it  any.oihcr 
Way ;   fo  that  at  laft  be  was.i<jyercoAic^j^d  cffnlfcrtlrd  la*- 
(he  Intepriew^  a^d  al|b  th^  Mamagei  boA.  which  foon  after 
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took  Pheet  to  wfaidi  die  War  made  a^nft  Spam  by  Crim 
tvel,  die  Lofi  of  die  Ifland  it  Jamaica^  and  die  Affiibnce  lie 
gave  die  Fremh  in  tike  Lmv  Countriis^  greatly  contributed. 

This  iamous  Treaty  of  die  Pyrermets  was  concluded  N^ 
vnrher  7  1659,  by  which  die  French  were  left  in  Pofieffion 
ef  a  great  Part  of  dieir  Conquefts  in  Flanders^  Jrtois^  Hainatih 
and  Luximharg ;  but  moft  of  the  Sea  Coafis  were  reftored  to 
his  Catholic  Majefty^  die  very  important  Port  of  Dunkirk  only 
excepted^  becaiuc  it  was  dien  in  the  Hands  of  the  Englijh  :■ 
The  FrenA  likewife  reftored  fonie  Places  they  had  taken  in  the 
Aiiknefij  feveral  Forttefles  in  the  Franche  Cmte^  or  County  of 
Burgwufyj  and  all  that  dwy  ftill  pofl^fled  in  Catahma,  This 
was  the  moft  &ir  gUid  equal  Peace  that  was  made  in  all  the 
laft  Century^  and  thofe  Poliddans  diat  annex  true  and  juft  No- 
tions to  the  fiunous  Term  of  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe^ 
mean  with  refpe£^  to  thefe  two  Crowns,  the  Treaty  of  the 
PyrenHiis ;  as  with  reference  to  Germany^  they  mean  the  Trea- 
ties of  fVeftpbaUai  and  in  regard  to  die  Norths  the  Treaty  of 
Oliva, 

All  Encroachments  therefore  upon  this  Treaty,  by  the  Power 
of  Franccj  have  been  with*  Juftice  confidered  as  deftru£tive  of 
that  Ballance,  which  can  never  be  reftored  any  odier  wsfy  than 
by  rendering  the  Crown  of  Sfain  independent  of  that  of  Prance^ 
and  brineing  Thinjn  bock  to  the  State  they  were  in.  But  not-^ 
Dvithftanding  this  Treaty,  France  continued  to  affift  tmderhand 
the  Pmrtugtufe  \  fo  that  netwidiftarfding  the  whole  Force  of  the 
Spamjb  Monarchy  was,  during  the  Remainder  of  this  Reign, 
employed  againft  that  Kingdom,  yet  it  was  to  no  Purpofe,  and 
ierved  only  to  fliew  how  much  it  was  weakened  and  impaired, 
and  how  litde  Proportion  there  was  between  its  Stnsligth  then, 
and  in  die  Reign  of  PUlif  II*  when  alone  and  without  Allies, 
it  was  formidable  to  all  Europe. 

There  is  no  Neceffity  that  we  fliouli}  infift  longer  on  what 
paficd  in  the  Time  of  King  Pik'iSrp  IV.  a  Prince  fo  weak  in  his 
tender  Years,  that  it  was  general^  bdieved  he  would  not  live  to 
become  a  Man,  and  who  notwithftanding  reached  to  the  Age 
of  Sixty-one  and  upwards,  and  enjo/d  for  the  laft  forty  Years 
a  ftrong  and  vigorous  Conftitution :  The  Difpofition  of  his 
Mind  was  the  very  reverfe  of  that  of  his  Body ;  for  whereas 
in  his  Youth  he  difcovered  great  Quicknefs  of  Parts,  and  un- 
ufual  Penetration ;  in  his  riper  Ye^,  he  addided  himfelf  wholly 
to  Pleafure,  and  in  the  Decline  of  his  Life,  fell  into  a  State  of 
Indolence,  which  differed  very  litde  from  Infenfibilit}',  leaving 
all  diirtgs  to  his  Minifters }  tho'  now  and  then  he  ftieVd  that 
kU  Part^  Wfit  npt  inurdy  ci(Kili^iibed,  but  ths^t  he  biid  dearer 


and  better  AjifittheiirioiB  of  Afl^ini'tfatt  $af  ^  Aotkhfln^fm 

be  was  governed.  ...     * 

He  died  m  the  ^yth  of  Sepumkr  1665,  ^|fiar  ^  Reign  «f 
fbrty-fbur  Yeaxs  and  upwards ;  dinring  all  which  the  Power  cf 
Spain  had  been  gradually  dedininff.  He  left  bdnnd-  him  aa 
only  Son,  under  the  Tuition  of  the  Qtieoi  his  Moc&cry  anl 
a  Baikrd  by  an  k&xt&  whofe  Name  was  CaUernm^'mhoh  aftcr- 
V^s  made  a  great  Figure  in  the  World,  under  th^  TilM  «f 
2>^  Jobn  of  Auftrioj  was  the  ver^  ]aft  of  thatFaauIy^fCfMifc- 
able  either  for  Courage  or  Abilities^,  and  of  whom:  wft  flal 
hereafter  have  Occafion  to  fpeak  more  largely.  *.   .  * 

The  Queen  waa  v^fax  from  jbetn^bdoved  bjr  hPC  SjidQefi^ 
becaufe  (he  retained  fo  ftrong  a  Paffion  for  her  Couiitiy^  tint 
ihe  fcarce  admitted  any  into  her, good  Graces  that-weve  not 
Germans :  Her  Father*Confeflbr»  a  Jefuit^  wfaoft!  Jilwie  wn 
tfitarJ^  governed  her  abfolutely  s  and  the  firft  Thiiig  iht.  did 
was  to  raife  him  to  the  hi^h  Office  of;  IpquiiittiarrGenciali  thn 
which  it  Mras  impoffihle  .for  her-  to  haye  done  any. thing  moce 
diftafteful  to  the  Spanijh  Nation. 

Befides  his  being  a  Foreigner,  and  a  German^  theie  iMa  ano- 
ther Circumftance,  which  made  his  Promotion  both  >lk0^  ^ 
odious.  It  is  an  eftablifhed  Rule  in  regard  to  the  holy  OSct, 
that  down  to  the  meaneft  Officer  bdonging  to  i^  evcsy  one 
muft  have  his  Family  free  from  Herefy,  or  even  the  S^iMCSOOcf 
Herefy ;  whereas  it  was  very  well  known»  that  Fadicr  Nhmrfi 
Parents  were  both  Protcftants. 

One  would  think  this  was  a  very  (mall  Matter ;  but  in  ipm^ 
one  may  be  fure  it  could  not  ht  conlidered  in  thi$  Lig}it^ 
from  the  following  Inftance :  A  poor  Prieft  of  die  Province  of 
Galicia^  who  was  never  out  of  his  Country  in  his  Life^  me- 
iented  a  Petition,  defiring  fome  Favour  from  PUSp  VL  The 
Man's  Name  was  Martin  Lotoro^  but  unluckily  for  hini»  the 
Man  who  drew  his  Petition  wrote  it  LtiUro\  the  Kins  no 
fooner  faw  it,  than  he  rcjeSed  it  with  Indignation.  Jl.  JUn^ 
(aid  he,  of  fucb  a  Name  deferves  no  Favour. 

The  great  Hurry  the  Queen  was  in  to  promote  this  Gtrmtm 
Prieft,  brought  a  Cloud  over  her  Adnuniftration  in  its  veiy 
Dawn,  which  was  never  diffipated  fo  long  as  ihe  held  the  Reins 
of  Government :  For  it  is  the  Chara£ler  of  the  Spanijh  NatioOt 
that  though  they  are  foon  oflended,  they  are  not  foon  recon-K 
ciled ;  and  befides  they  are  naturally  averfe  to  the  Government 
of  Women. 

Charles  II.  the  laft  King  of  Spain  of  the  Houfe  of  Amflria^ 
was  not  full  four  Years  of  Age  at  the  Time  of  the  Deceaie  rf 
the  King  hia  Father^  i^ho  thougl\  he  left  his  WJidpw^A^ 
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Anm  cli  Aujlrta  Regent,  appointed  at  th^  larAe^tirhe  a  Cotulcil^ 
or  as  they  call  them  in  Sfain^  a  Junta^  without  whoic  Advice 
£he  was  to  do  nothing  of  Importance.  This  Council  of  State 
conflfted  of  fix  Perfons,  four  of  whom  had  Seats  therein,  in 
Right  of  their  Dignities.  But  the  Cardinal  of  Arragon^  being 
at  that  Time  Archbifhop  ofToUdo^  and  Inquifitor-General,  the 
Queen  prevailed  upon  him  to  refign  the  lafl  of  thefc  two 
Places  in  favour  of  her  Confeflbr  Father  Nitard,  who  thereby 
obtained  a  Place  in  the  Council  of  Regency,  and  confequently 
had  a  large  Share  in  the  Government,  which  by  D^ees  he 
totally  ingrofled. 

The  CSneen,  by  her  Influence  over  the  King  her  Hufband, 
had  prevailed  upon  him  on  his  Death-bed  to  take  no  more 
Notice  of  his  natural  Son  Don  Juattj  than  if  he  had  not  beqi 
in  the  World ;  which,  confidering  the  Cuflom  of  Spaifty  where 
the  Baftards  of  Kings  have  higher  Rank,  and  greater  Honours 
paid  them,  than  in  any  other  Country  in  Europe^  was  a  flrange 
Thing,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  moft  impolitick  Step  fne 
could  have  taken ;  fince  after  difobliging  the  People,  by  pre- 
ferring Father  Nkardy  fhe  fhould  ne\'er  have  given  tncm  a 
Head,  more  efpecially  fuch  a  one  as  Don  Juan^  who  was  al- 
ready as  much  coniidered  in.  the  Kingdom,  as  if  he  had  beea 
the  lawful  Brother  of  the  King. 

It  mufl  be  own'd  that  the  Spanijh  Hiflory,  and  to  fay  the 
Truth,  fcarce  any  Hiftory  preients  us  with  a  more  insuSHve 
or  inglorious  Reign,  than  this  of  which  we  are  fpeaking.  But 
for  aU  that,  the  Events  that  happened  under  it  were  fuch  as 
require  it  fliould  be  perfedtly  well  known,  as  they  had  a  flrong 
Influence  upon  the  Affairs  of  Europe ;  and  as  for  want  of  being 
acquainted  with  them,  mofl  of  our  Writers  have  given  us  folfe, 
or  at  leafl  very  imperfeft  Notions  of  the  Spanijh  Government 
and  Nation,  at  the  Time  of  this  Prince's  Death,  and  the  paf- 
ling  of  the  Crown  into  the.  Houfe  of  Bourbmy  which  we  have 
been  made  to  believe  was  in  Confequencc  of  a  forged  Will, 
and  againfl  the  general  Inclinations  of  the  People ;  whereas,  in 
Fad,  neither  ot  thefe  were  true^  as  will  clearly  be  fhewn  to  the 
attentive  Reader  of  the  following  Hiflory,  which  we  will  be- 
gin with  giving  impartially  the  Charaflers  of  the  principal  Per- 
fons  concerned  therein,  and  purfue  the  &me  Method  through 
the  whole  of  this  important  Period. 

The  young  King  had  a  great  deal  of  Wit  and  Spirit  for  a 
Child  of  his  Age ;  and  though  the  Education  given  him  was 
very  indifferent,  yet  his  Parts  alone  enabled  him  to  difcover  a 
better  Genius  for  Government,  and  a  greater  Capacity  than 
either  his  Father  or  Grandfather.    How  he  came  to  lole  thefe 
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fSut%  and  to  emr  cquaDy  feeUe  in  t/unA  and  Bpdv^'  ^ 
be  tcdaunted  for  herrater. '  His  Modiffy.  die  Qmcft  Kena^ 
Daii^ter  to  one  Emperor  knd  Sfter  to  another^  wm  inindy 
devoted  to  the  German  Ihtereft,  ambitious  to  the  iug^hdft  Eb* 
gree,  foiid  of  Power,  which  ihe  Was  fiur'ftom  kaovriw  homm 
ufe>  and  as  little  ca{»bk  of  makii^  a  ri^  Qioioe  QiAokt$ 
,wlK)m  flie  found  henelf  oblised  to  confide  it* 

Don  Juan  was  in  the  mirty<4xtb  Year  of  hk  Age^  of  a 
middle  l^ture,  an  agreeaUe  Perfon,  bad  cnoi^  of  m.  S^ 
mjb  Gravity  to  pleue  that  Nation,  but  not  lb  much  ai  io 
difguft  Strangers :  He  had  an  excellent  Education,  0F^eat  Plut% 
was  wife,  brave,  learned,  and  withal  a  vcrv  fine  Gentleman, 
jfle  bad  reduced  die  Kingdom  ofNapUs  when  in  RebdUdo; 
had  governed  all  the  SfZmJb  Doipinions  in  ludj^  with  die 
Tide  of  Vicar^General  ^  had  afterwards  commanded  agaioft 
the  P&rtupuffii  and  at  the  Time  of  his  Faithef't  JDntfay  was 
at  dte  H«id  of  die  Privy  Council,  firom  whence  die  C^ttn  le* 
jmoved  him,,  with  an  Intent  to  havefent  hiln  inio  Fimimj 
ibr  which  Country  when  (he  concluded  he  was  emborfad,  flu 
thouriit  fit  to  caufe  his  Favourite  Don  Jofipb  AtaOiukn  to  be 
appr3iended  and  ftrangled  two  Hours  afterwards^  by  a  W vsam 
under  her  own  Hand- 
Father  Nitard  was  a  Man  of  a  very  moderate  Cbmacityi 
who  knew  how  to  govern  the  Queen,  and  to  naue  hit 
Court  to  fomeof  the  Grandees,  by  flattering  theuL;  oneow 
guefi  at  his  Chara£)er  by  the  Apology  that  he  publiihed  (or  his 
Conduct,  in  which  he  thought  he  fufficiendy  acquitted  him« 
felf  of  the  Death  of  MaBadas^  by  alledgin&  that  at  Ao  Time 
it  hs^pened  he  was  faying  his  rrayen.  Don  y^atk  was  at 
Barcikna  when  this  viras  done,  and  was  no  fooner  made  a&r 
quainted  widi  it,  than  he  returned''  flbM'  di»ice  neaitr  to 
Madrid. 

The  Queen,  who  vi^as  extremehr  wovoked,  caufed  Ui  Se- 
cretary  to  be  feizcd,  and  banifhed  tne  Prince  hiadelf  >  but  thtfr 
Meafures  had  a  voy  bad  EflFed.  The  common  Fiople  is 
Sfain  are  born  Pditicians,  and  it  is  not  eaTy-to  conoeive  with 
what  Freedom,  and  with  bov^  much  good  Senfe  thcf  talk  cf 
puhlick  Afiairs,  which  however  are  no  where  wocie 
diaxi  in  that  Counoy.  In  all  the  g^t  CideSf  the 
Difcourfe  of  diofe  Times  was,  tint  th^  were  aa 
People,  their  King  a  Child,  fhe  Reins  of  Govemmeat  in  tiie 
Hands  of  a  Woman,  and  by  her  committed  to  thofe  of  n 
Stranger.  One  may  well  perceive,  that  thefe  Di^uries  iMbt 
not  verv  wide  of  Truth,  and  that  Things  coald  not  go 
«atrcm4y  well  abroad,  while  they  wcK  in  &h  a  Di&rdcr  at 
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Home;  and  the  FaA  is^  that  thejr  went  in-  fuch  a  manner 
as  that  it  was  hardly  poftUe  they  ihould  go  worfe. 

A  young  Prince  m  the  Abilities  and  Quality  of  Don  Jtum^ 
Imew  very  well  how  to  manage  the  Temper  aiid  Diicontents 
of  the  Multitude,  ib  as  to  find  hi»  Intereft  therein;  and 
therefore  he  took  Care  to  feed  the  Malecontents  with  Hopes, 
to  give  them  private  Informations,  and  to  hint  to  them  from 
Time  to  Time^  Promifes  of  Protection ;  till  at  laft  their  Qa- 
mours  rofe  fo  high,  that  he  took  Occafion  from  thence  to 
reprefent  boldly  to  the  Queen ;  the  whole  Kingdom  was  in  a 
Ferment,  Alrairs  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  in  a  declining 
Condition,  and  that  no  Remedy  could  poffibly  be  eflFeQua^ 
but  the  putting  Thinei  into  a  new  Channel,  which  muft  be 
begun  by  fendii^  her  foxtiga  Miniilier,  Father  Nitard^  out  of 
the  Kin^om* 

The  Queen,  as  it  miffht  well  be  expelled,  took  this  very 
much  amift,  and  gave  iSon  Juan  fuch  an  Ai^wer,  as  {hewed 
plainly  that  (he  meant  to  infift  upon  her  Authority,  and  to  pufli 
this  as  &r  as  it  would  go }  a  ftrong  Proof  of  which  flie 
gave  in  caufii^-  Patinb^^  Don  Jtutfi^s  Sccretaxyj  to  be  arrefied, 
which  had  no  better  Confequence  than  making  him  lofe  all 
Temper;  fo  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1660,  he  ad- 
vanced very  near  MtAid,  and  fent  the  Queen  fuch  Meflages, 
as  gave  her  plainly  to  underftand  that  he  was  refolved  to  carry 
hisJPointr 

The^Queen  then  laboured  by  fair  Means  to  divert  him,  but 
it  was  In  vain :  He  had  not  about  him  above  three  hundred 
Horie,  and-  yet  with  this  inconfiderable  Force  he  gave  Law  to 
the  Government  of  Spain.  About  the  middle  of  the  Month  of 
February  Things  came  to  a  Criiis,  bya  very  (hort  Meflage  he 
.fent  to  die  Queen»  to  diis  Effba:  That  if  Father  Nitarddid 
not  think  fit  to  go  out  at  the  Gates  of  the  Palace,  by  the 
twentv-fixdi,  be  would  come  in  Perfon  and  throw  him  out  of 
» Ac  rWindows. 

...  h  was  then  that  the  Queen  law,  that  notwidifianding  her 
Title  of.  Re^t,  (he  bad  little  or  no  Power  ^  for  (he  auempted 
Lto  put  the  City  ii  Madrid  in  a  State  of  Defence,  Imd  the  reo- 
i  pie.  refilled  to  obey  her ;  lb  that  much  a^ainft  her  Will  (he  ivas 
rMofOod  to  (end  away  her  Confeffi)r,  as  Sie  did  on  the  twenty^ 
t^fiftb ;  and  he  went  diredtty  to  Konuj  where  (he  gave  him  foon 
?  jfier  the  Title  of  Ambaflador  from  the  Crown  of  Spain^  and 
1;  procured  him  a  Hat  from  the  Pope.  Upon  his  Promotion,  he 
t^irzote  a  very  civil  and  even  fubmiffive  Letter  to  DonJuoHf 
■^  in  hopes  of  paving  diereby*  his  Wa]^  for  returning  .into  Sfpain ; 
..Jnit  ttat  Pxince  never  anfwered  his  Letter^  and  the  Cardinal 
-•*...  ver| 
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.  Tlte  Queen,  a&tr  taking  this  Stq),  in  hgacMp  jf^pain, B|i 
Tm*  out  of  her  Way,  and  xha  &B(mim.s4gt|j,||p«M)M' 
fuppAtirtglicr  Authonty,  thought  proves itft,4^cf^|^,jtaii,jti^ 
toy  of  ^rragan ;  auiJ  this  foi  Jome '1  ^liie.fa^i«^Tp(|t  WC^IM 
aniwenhef  intontions,  that  Prince  rctiAnt^M^)^^■l^^^■  *ti^ 
-  inE&igiirolf  with  Diligence  to  dUghurge  Cfa*  pi|ftiiqh,9fi  hiii|w|||| 
Office.  In  the  mean  time  the  Qijec-n- fou^if,  qfft.j.«pifi,^ 
vourite,  a-^^wAt'  Gentleman,  whoip  Nama  3wwili)yjtt.,jfart| 
manJJtFalnzKtiaf^»VKHim.thai&ooit)oyaif\diBfiig^  I 

fiirth,. Service^  or.aay  {^ntl^ialmrs. .'  ,  ...{  ..  ..,\  f,^tt„m 
He  cupe.tD  Goun  id  no  hiEhcr  Rank  |{iu[^ut..4i|F  t^f^ 
Ueman's  Pttgcj  he  made  his  AJdtefla  ts  tlae  <!^pBen*p,-^nM^ 
ritct  married  her,  and  thereby  came  to  have-ibla<gqj&lnf(jii| 
her  Miftre&'9  Favour,  rofe  ay  .venr.  quick  .^f^  tQ.-'Uis-  £ift 
Employmeats,  and  iKcamc  as  abfiJuCc,  "iif  *■*  Twrrhi .  htiiB^  a 
Favourite  at  Father  NUard.  Sevonl  of  theNo4>ilMv<wtiO)Wn 
fincerely  to  the  <2ueen's  Intereft,  scatdeaxeA:  ta.har  the:  M 
Confequences  that  muft  natuialLy  toUoWj  froiD^bec  too  yM(. 
R^ani  for  fuch  a  Perfon  i  but  it  wa>  iii  vain,  die  t^^em  cM 
niain'd  fix'd  in  her  own  Sentiments,  and  thefcB— -*— ^■ 


had  no  other  £1&^  than  in  making  her.  c 
this  Gentleman's  Fortune  fo  tiigb,  that  it  flioul4jiot:be  a^«) 
fliake  it.  ,,.-•.;,, 

In  theTe  Sort  of  IKlputes,  while  the  Ai&in  of.  t^-Kiagdoqi: 
were  daily  growing  wode  and  worfc,  about  .fix.'V«ir«  wan. 
wafledf  K)  that  on  the  9th  of  Ntoembtr  i675,'the.J£jng.vHI 
declared  Major,  according  to  the  Lawa  of  j^ia^  having,  thi^ 
acquired  the  Age  of  Fourteen.  The  Queen  ho>veKer  tookttdt 
Step  merely  for  the  Sake  of  Form,  for  (he  had  not  dw.  leafi  htr^i 
tentlon  to  quit  the  Admin iftration.  On  the.contnu%  fluiCuiiBd. 
an  A£t  to  be  drawn  in  the  King's  Name,  decbrin^  thpt,  <)m,; 
Burthen  of  publick  AfEura  being  too  heavy  fothim.itp.bwi,; 
in  hU  tendu'  Age,  he  was  ddirous,  as  well  out  of  Rtgardi  e^ 
the  Wellare  of  hisSubje^  as  for.  his  own  Eafe,  tolewvahtf; 
Core  of  the  Government  in  the  Hands  of  the  Q^wn  Mm^ 
ther,  and  of  the  ftaOa,  .      ■  t     ■.^•. 

■  She  did  not  in  the  leaft  doubt  of  the  Kin^s  Coolcitt^  biifti 
when  this  A&  was  prefcnted  to  him  fome  Days  aftoiifaidfe 
for  him  to  fisn,  he  aUblutety  refiifed,  with  this  BemafMUs 
Expreffion  |  *' 1  hope  that  God,  from  whole  PsovidoKe  l.Tn:< 
"  ceive  my  Dominions,  wtU  be  eracioitily  pleafed  tonvtofH 
"  the  Capacity  of  ^verning^  the  People  na  hai  ^yHiynrttcd  Ufa 
**  my  Chatje."  ,  ^Hiis  vm  certainly -yll  JpokMi^-M^  jf.  jt> 
^  '  thou^ 
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thoug^itthe  Actions  of  thi$  young  Prince  would  have  been  futt* 
able  to  this  Dedaiation ;  but  we  are  told,  that  his  Choco^ 
was  fa  prepandf  diat  in  a  ihort  Time  he  apparently  dechncd 
both  in  Health  and  in  Parts,  and  that  confequently  ue  Qutexi 
rcmainM  in  full  Pofleffion  of  her  Authority.  .  ' 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that  in  (b  ^eat  1  Kingdom  there 
fliould  not  be  fome  of  the  Nobilitv  who  preferved  a  juft  Reeafd 
for  their  Prince  and  for  his  People :  Sucn  as  were  in  thcfe  ^- 
timents  thought  they  could  not  take  a  more  effe£hial  Step,  than 
to  reprefent  the  State  that  Affairs  were  in  to  Don  Juan^  who 
had  already  received  fome  Intimations  of  that  kind,  and  had 
written  freely,  but  at  the  fame  time  very  refp^itfully  to  the 
Queen,  befeediing  her  Majefty  to  take  Care  of  the  Kingfs  Edu- 
cation, to  leflen  the  Taxes,  and  to  provide  for  the  Security  of 
the  Kingdom,  which  fufFered  exceedingly  by  the  War,  in  which 
fhe  was  then  engaged  againft  France, 

But  all  thcfe  Meafures  had  verv  little  Effe£l;  the  Queen 
valued  her  own  Power  bej'ond  all  tnings  ;  and  yet  the  raifing 
and  fupporting  Vaknzuelay  whom  fhe  made  a  Grandee  of  Spain 
of  the  firft  ChJs,  was  almoft  the  fole  Point  that  {eemcd  to  merit 
her  Attention,  and  the  only  Effeft  of  that  Authority  which  (he 
fo  eafily  obtained,  and  was  at  fo  much  Pains  to  keep.  The  Pa- 
triots therefore  had  Recourfe  to  anotlier  Meafure  j  they  applied 
themfelves  to  the  King,  and  having  reprefented  to  him  in  gene- 
ral the  Situation  of  his  Affairs,  they  infifted  more  particularly  on 
the  Circumftances  of  his  Perfon,  which  were  fuch,  that  he  was, 
properly  Speaking,  very  little  better  than  a  Prifoner,  fincc  the 
Marquifs  de  Falenzuela  fuflfercd  none  to  come  near  him,  but  thofe 
took  to  be  in  his  Intereils. 

Thefe  Difcourfes  made  fuch  an  Impre/fion  upon  the  King, 
that  he  readily  demanded  what  Remedy  could  be  applied  ;  to 
which  it  was  immediately  anfwercd,  that  the  only  Way  he 
had  to  deliver  himfelf,  was  to  withdraw  fecretly  to  Buen  Rttirof 
fend  for  Don  y«»«  thither,  and  reform  the  Government  by  his 
Advice.  They  owned  the  Thing  was  difficult,  and  they  fet 
forth  the  Difficulties,  that  ttey  might  the  better  judge  of  the 
Spirit  of  their  Prince.  The  King  told  them,  that  in  fpite  of 
thofe  Difficulties  he  Would  be  free  i  and  that  on  fuch  a  DajF" 
they  might  give  Don  Juan  Notice  he  expe£led  to  fee  him  at 
Bufn  Retiro, 

They  obeyed  him,  tho*  at  the  fame  time  they  Very  much 
doubted  whether  the  King  would  be  able  to  keep  his  Word. 
The  Evening  before,  he  retired  to  his  Apartment  fomewhat 
earlier  than  ufual,  and  about  the  Be^nning  of  the  Night,  at- 
tended only  by  one  GmtlemaD^  he  wtapfi^  hxmfeli  up  in 


[   322   ] 

his  Cloak,  ind  walked  on  Foot  to  Buik  Rttir§.  This  finil 
Brent  happen'd  in  the  Year  1677,  when  the  King  was  aSont 
fixtecn  Years  dd. 

It  was  not  long  after  his  Majefty  came  to  the  appointed  Flao^ 
that  Don  Juan^  who  waited  not  far  ofF,  was  admitCnl  to  ~ 
Prefence,  and  was  received  with  all  the  Joy  and 


imaginable.  A  total  Revolution  enfued ;  the  Queen*M6dxr 
was  fent  to  Toledo^  and  there  dofehr  confined  in  a  Convent; 
ftri£l  Search  was  made  for  the  Marquiis  de ^FaUmuukf^  who 
withdrew  for  foine  time  in  hopes  of  efcaping  die  Stonn.  He 
took  Shelter^ in  the  Monaftery  of  the  Efcurial^  but  fiiBing  fide 
there,  was  diicovered,  iirft  fcnt  to  Prifon,  next  degraded  finom 
all  his  Dignities,  and  laftly,  fent  as  an  Exile  to  the  PhtSpphm^ 
from  whence  he  was  to  go  to  Peru^  and  to  be  there  treated 
as  a  Slave.  He  behaved  better  in  his  Misfortunes  than  he  had 
done  in  his  Profperity,  lived  to  recover  his  Liberty,  and  af« 
terwards  retum'd  to  Spain, 

It  is  impoifible  to  expreis  how  much  Jcy  the  Kingdom  re- 
ceived from  this  Cliange  of  Af&irs ;  and  indeed  it  might  have 
been  highly  advantageous  to  the  Nation,  if  it  had  not  wrou^ 
a  Change  in  Don  Juan^  who  having  now  the  Royal  Authority 
in  his  own  Hands,  thought  of  nothing  fo  much  as  how  to  keep 
it,  and  to  fecure  himfelf  from  any  new  Change.  The  Peace  of 
Nimegtun^  which  was  made  fo  much  to  die  Advantage  of 
France  and  at  the  Expence  of  Sbain^  raifed  a  great  Qamour, 
tho'  it  was  a  neceflary  Step,  the  Kingdom  being  fo  exhauiled, 
that  theLo(s  mufl  have  been  flill  greater  if  the  War  had  con- 
tinued. Yet  the  Grandees  were  much  difcontcnted,  die  Peo- 
ple murmured,  and  Don  Juan  found  himfelf  more  uneafy  at 
the  Head  of  the  Adminlilration,  than  while  he  vras  exiled  from 
Court. 

The  King's  Marriage  was  the  next  great  Affair  broi:^;ht  upon 
the  Carpet,  and  the  Princefr  intended  for  him  by  the  Queen- 
Mother,  was  the  Emperor's  Daughter;  but  this  being  much 
agamft  the  Intereft  of  Don  Juan^  he  caufed  the  Pifiiire  of  a 
French  Princefe,  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans^  to  be  put 
into  the  King's  Hands,  with  whom,  on  the  Sight  of  thiC 
Picture,  he  fcllpaffionately  in  Love.  It  is  (aid,  that  Don  3^ 
afterwards  repented  of  this,  even  before  the  Marriage  took  paoe^ 
and  inclined  rather  to  have  married  the  King  to  the  Infimta'  rf 
Portugal  But  his  Majefty  adhered  to  his  own  Choice}  and 
tho'  Don  Juan  propofcd  in  Council,  that  as  diis  Princeb  wtf 
not  the  Daughter  of  a  crown'd  Head,  it  fliould  be  infifted  up(»t 
that  Ibmc  of  the  Places  yielded  by  the  laft  Treaty  fliould  be 

rtftoccd 
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teftofed  lo  Spain;  jtt  the  King,  and  the  Grafldqa  out  of 
ReTpeA  to  him,  rqeAed  this  Propolal,  tor  Fear  it  ihould  bes^ 
come  anObfladeto  die  Marriage. 

This  Point  being  carried  againft  Don  Jtian^  an  Oppofitioil 
Vfzs  quickly  formal}  and  tho',  fo  far  as  we  can  judge  at  thi^ 
Diftance  of  Time^  his  Power  was  his  greateft  Crimea  yet 
abundance  of  Things  were  imputed  to  him^  particularly  one  of 
a  very  high  Nature,  which  was,  that  he  intended  to  get  him« 
felf  declared  Infant  of  CaJHU^  which  would  have  given  him  a  C^ 
pacity  of  fucceeding  to  the  Kingdom  \  but  when  it  is  confider'd 
that  he  projedkd  the  King's  Marri^,  that  he  was  himfelf  fmgle^ 
and  his  Hodtfa  declining,  one  can  (carce  fee*  any  Probability  in  a 
Charge  of  this  Nature* 

Thofe  who  were  moft  forward  in  this  Cabal  againft  Don 
yuan^  formed  another  Project  for  recalling  the  Queen-Mother; 
and  notwtthftanding  all  that  hadpafled,  found  means  by  the 
Help  of  his  Confeffor,  to  bring  the  King  to  relifti  this  Propoiai* 
The  Marquifs  de  ViUarSj  who  was  now  come  a  fccond  time 
Ambailador  from  the  King  of  France^  was  alfu  drawn  into  this 
Party ;  and  great  Uneafineis  he  gave  Don  Juan^  notwithftand- 
ing  he  was  fenfible  the  Qj^een's  Marriage  was  originally  of  \iv^ 
propofing. 

The  Chagrin  which  great  Minds  naturally  conceive  upon  un-» 
expedted  ill  Treatment,  wrought  fo  powerfully  upon  Don  Juaf^B 
Conftitution^  that  it  turned  an  Ague  he  caught  in  the  Banning 
of  Winter  into  a  mortal  Difeafe  ;  fo  that  he  did  not  live  to  fee 
the  Queen  ;  whofe  Marriage  created  him  fo  many  Mortifica- 
tions. When  it  appeared  that  his  Life  was  in  ib  great  Dangqr^ 
the  King  made  him  frequent  Vifits,  and  lamented  very  linccrely 
a  Lois  &at  was  irreparable. 

In  thefe  Conferences  Don  J'um  talked  to  him  very  freely  ; 

he  (hewed  him  the  miferable  otate  of  his  Aflairs,  explained  to 

him  the  Means  by  v^ich  the  Kingdom  became  fo  exhaufbd  i 

ihewed  him  what  he  had  done  for  his  Service,  and  how  im- 

poffibk  it  was  for  him  to  do  more.    He  demonftrated  to  him  at 

his  Death,  which  happened  on  the  17th  of  SepUmbir  1679, 

that  all  his  Enemies  had  publifhed  concerning  his  Defigns  were 

Calumnies  and.Fi£Uon«    For  his  Eftate,  which  was  not  very 

large,  be  left  it  Entirely  to  the.King ;  and  his  Jewels,  which  were 

.much  more  valuable   in  Proportion,  he  divided  between  the 

(Queen  Dowager  and  the  Queen  Confort. 

^     With  him  expired  the  Genius  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy ;  or 

at  leaft,  of  this  Branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria.    There  was 

•now    no   Prime  Minifler,    indeed   fcarce   any  Minifler    at 

aU  t  ^c  Secrrtaiy  of  State  for  foreign  Afiairs  was  a  Perfon  ^ut 

Y  %  v^ 
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A  S/[uiiiAd: ',  l)eeau(e  the  lfizitit$  at  Ccfurt  bd^kftal'^dv  fiidl  Vii^ 
lence  a^inft  each  otho*^  thak  the  King  coidd  nofe  findlui^ 
ietf  at  La)»^  to  ^^ipw^    a  Man  of  pidptt  SlMk  t»  Hm 
Office.  .--       ■   •  ^  *'■■  '  •■"■•^ ' 

The  iime  kind  of  Difotider  fpvad  itfelF  thm*'  die  ¥^lnle  At- 
miniftradon ;  and  ^  a  Pro6f  &f  the  Weafaiefi'of  thbhr  GooimA^ 
a  Marriage  {upon  which  the  Fate  of  their  own  Kmcdnaif  vii 
indeed  the  fate  of  Europe  in  fome  Meafuiid  ^dqp^hihd)-  ii»aii>€»- 
lebrated  in  a  Village  of  ab6ut  twenty  Coto^i  kttt  in  trtikh 
there  nifas  not  one  tolerable  good  Route;  Tw  MUj^Selile  tfaoi 
Grandees  ihewed  unon  this  Occafron  wstt^  fhtit^'eiiMtViditriig 
to  hinder  the /^r/»r2>  £nibafr^ojrs  fironi  beiil^pltlbit^^iMd^Mli 
in  this  tbcf  did  not  fucceed.  i    • .  <•'*'—  -  j  » 

TlieyweiK  extremely  pleafedwidi  thett^iifewQge<n  tfpoafctr 
firft  Appeajance,  who  W  the  Way  was  tSrnnd^Ah^/jlatt  lo 
our  King  Cberles  I.  a|id  Kiece  to  King  CharUs  H^iSitn  ^ekaiif. 
hy  Degrees  however  they  grew  out  of 'flidnoiir  Witt  Ait 
Pfiflccis  chiefly  becaufe  (he  had  no  Children ;  'bttt  tMA  did  net 
liinder  their  being  more  out  of  Humour  widi  tbeQvMfen-iAitehfer, 
for  Reafons  that  have  been  before  hinted,  and'wKdi  it  docftlkit 
become  me  more  largely  to  explain.  *    :■ 

-  The  grcateft  Advantage  that  accrued- to  Fnriir#fitilh  thb 
Marriage,  was  the  keeping  at  Madrid  (b  abie  %  MinilbBr  » the 
.the  Marquis  de  Fillars^  who  looked  dioiMg^Iy  -inliD  iall^ 
Spanijb  Afiklrs,  and  save  his  Mafter  fo  clear  an  Account  of  dilm, 
that  he  knew  much  better  what  Spain  couU  do^'dian  his  Catbo* 
-lick  Maj^y  zfiA  bis  Council,  as  appeared  by  the  Meafiire^'  he 
took.  The  Queen  dying  without  ChUdren^  and  a  finefli  War 
breaking  out  with  Franeey  the  ftrange  Weakneft  of  the  Sptitifi 
Monarchy  became  vifible  to  all  Europe  ;  the  EngUJh  and  DutA 
Forces  were  employed  in  defending  the  Spmifi  Provinces  in  4ie 
Law  Comtries ;  and  the  Englijh  Fleiet  for  Years  logeriMer  cowe< 
the  Coafts  of  &pain^  at  which  Time  all  her  Ports  were  opon  to 
us,  and  Gibraltar  and  Port-Mahon  were  as  much  our  tywn  as 
th^are  now,  abating  only  our  Garrifons  and  *oor  ExpcMe. 

The  Gazettes  of  thofe  Times  indeed,  fometimes  mettticm  a 
Spanijk  Armada  %  but  alas,  it  was  no  long^  lb  'much  as  tiie 
Shadow  of  what  it  once  appealed.  Five  or  &c  oM  9Am^  ill 
mann'd,  and  mirerably  provided,  were  all  that  the  j^mr^^uft 
could  put  to  Sea ;  their  Armies  were  in  the  fiune  GonditioB, 
tfieir  I'reafury  in  a  worfe  y  and  therefore  we  may  be  fiidiified, 
that  die  Terms  procured  for  them  by  die  Peace  c^  Rf/imdki 
were  ^leither  owing  to  their  own  Power,  or  the  ModersMA  of 
France^  but  to  the  Wildom  and  Sceddinefi  tf  King  ffWrn^ 

wbB 
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who  remembering  the  Services  that  Spain  had  dpne  him,  and  con*' 
fidering  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe^  iflfifled  upon  what 
he  obtained  ;  and  Lewis  XIV.  knowing  the  Value  of  a  Peac^ 
at  that  Time^  confented  the  more  Villinglv  to  what  was  pro- 
pofcd,  and  e:(ccuted  what  he  cohfen^  to  with  unufual 
rundtuality ;  becaufe  the  Reputation  of  good  Faith  was  of 
greater  Confequcnce  to  him  at  that  Jun(£hire,  dian  the  Breach  of 
it  would  have  beexi. 

It  was  for  the  very  fame  Reafon  that  he  treated  the  Crown 
of  Spain  with  more  than  ordinary  Refpeft,  and  made  no  Diffi- 
culty of  pafling  by  fome  Inadvertencies  committed  on  his  Fron- 
tiers, which  he  would  have  refented  at  any  other  Time.  The 
Spaniards  did  not  fee  this,  but  attributed  tne  Care  of  their  Allies 
and  the  Complai&nce  of  their  Enemies  to  the  Grandeur  of  their 
Crown,  at  a  Time  when  it  was  fo  far  funk,  that  the  King  could 
not  find  Money  for  his  ordinary  Journies  into  the  Country,  and 
when  they  were  infulted  even  by  the  fmaller  States  of  Eurtrpe^ 
of  which  we  have  given  a  furprizing  Inftance  in  the  Arride 
of  Pruffia.  But  this  is  not  at  all  wonderful,  fince  in  King- 
doms as  well  as  in  great  Familfts,  Pride  rifes  higheft  when 
their  Circumftances  are  at  the  worft. 

The  King,  in  1690,  had  married  a  Princefs  of  the  Houle  of 
Neubourgy  by  whom  he  had  no  Children,  and  his  Health  de- 
clining daily,  all  Europe  ihewed  more  Concern  for  his  Succef- 
iion  than  was  difcovered  even  m^Spain  itfelf.  This  had  been  the 
great  Motive  to  the  late  Peace,  which  was  quickly  followed  by 
the  firft  Treaty  of  Partition,  in  refpcft  to  which  the  Sincerity 
of  all  Parties  has  been  very  juftly  called  in  Queftion.  It  is  be- 
lieved, and  not  without  Foundation,  that  notwithftanding  the 
Promife  made  by  France^  of  keeping  that  Treaty  a  profound 
Secret,  fhc  gave  private  Notice  of  it  to  the  Spanijh  Miniftry, 
who  were  exceffively. alarmed. 

This  produced  an  Jnquiry  into  the  Tide  of  the  Eleflora) 
Prince  of  Bavari^^  which  the  Spanijh  lawyers  held  to  be 
good,  i^otwithftanding  a  Renunciation  was  made  on  Purpofe  to 
barr  it ;  and  this  was  the  firft  Blow  given  to  the  Hopes  of  the 
]hiperial  Family  1  and  a  very  home  Blow  it  was,  for  it  decided 
two  important  Points :  Firit,  that  Nearnefs  of  Blood  ought  to 
be  confidered ;  and  next,  that  00  Renunciation  could  prejudice 
the  Right  that  this  gave. 

The  fecond  Treaty  of  Partition,  occafioned  by  the  Death 
of  that  young  Prince,  was  in  like  manner,  and  for  the  verjr 
£une  Reafons,  communicated  to  the  Court  of  Spain^  wheve  it 
Kad  the  defired  Efied ;  for  his  Catholick  Majefty,  azid  hia  Mi- 
l^iftersj  imme4i^y  took  a  Refolution  to  defeat  this  Scheme  of 
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t  DWifitmi  and  to  prebi^e  the  Spaii^.l... 
the  n«a  Heir,  tbou^  as  yet  they  had  not  dec 
Hor&euldbc. 

It  is  certain  thaj  the  Kii^  was  wdineil  to  the  imperial  Brandl. 
oi  the  Houie  of  jMjtria ;  and  >t  ^^-^  the  Knowledge  the  Comt' 
of  l^fme  had  of  his  Inclinations  that  itiduced  her  to  rcjcft 
both  the  Treaties  of  Partitipn.  But  Fr^juc  had  a  powcrfiif 
Party  in  the  Sfemjh  Court,  who  infinuated  to  the  King  tha. 
thefe  Treaties  plainly  proving  the  general  Opinion  of  difioT 
feiefted  Coum,  that  the  FrnA  Fiimily  had  a  Right,  or  u 
leali  a  Colour  of  Rig^t,  Acy  very  eaiUy  prevailed*  that  the 
Validity  of  the  RenunciationB  by  which  this  Right  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  decoyed,  fliould  be  examined  and  decided  at 
Rmt.  ■ 

The  Pietr  of  tiie  ICing  drew  hiia  to  dibi  and  ^ms  'Oti 
noUiiogat^initrepi^QanttoPolicy  orjuftfce,  (]ip,Rdi^da' 
t^  all  the  Parties  being  conlideied.  The  Pope  appoiniiBcl  \ 
inrticuiar  Congr^oion  to  examine  this  A&ii^  404  Baitwitb- 
Handing  the  ExigUKy  thereof,  that  ConjErcgation  weD^thnqjh 
it  ^th  all  the  Circutnfpe£ti«n  that  its  louortancp  fienied  to  \ 
demand.  At  laft  they  came  to  a  Point,  and  determined  deadf 
that  the  Renunciations  were  void,  at  leaJl  wtdi  t^cBc  p>  the 
Pofterjty  of  the  Princcflb  who  made  them ;  and  for  tl^s  DeQ- 
fion  they  gave  many,  and  thofe  very  plaufible  Realbn^ 

The  Detemunation  of  the  Court  of  Stmt  did  not  vrive  at 
Madrid  before  the  Month  of  Auguft  1700,  when  idte  Eire 
was  thougt^  by  thofe  about  him  to  he  vciy  near  his  EmT 
The  Cardinal  Pm^-Carrtn^  who  was  at  the  Head  of  the  Mi- 
liiftfy,  prdTcd  his  MajeAy  to  lofc  no  farther  Tinie,  but  to  fit 
^  Point,  on  which  ^e  future  Tranquilli^  of  his'  Pet^  fii 
much  depended. 

That  Cardinal,  and  the  whole  Council,  were  indined  to  pier 
fer.the'boufe  of  Bturhan  to  the  Imperial  Branch  of  diat  of 
jifi/lria,  for  various  Reafons.  Firil,  becauTe  from  the  hlat  Oe- 
ciuon,  the  Right  feemed  inconteflably  in  that  Houlfi;  nea^ 
becauie  it  feemed  the  fureft  Means  of  dilappotating  the  Tm^ 
of  Partition ;  and  laiUy,  becaufe  they  had  fch .  fo  many  Zncoit; 
yenicnces  already  from  die  Dependence  of  Spain  upon  the  £i|i^ 
pire,  that  they  could  not  by  any  means  think  of  takina  fucb  » 
Step,  as  Qipuld  at  once  increaic  this  Dependence,  aru  in  afl 
human  Probability  fix  it  upon  them  for  ever,  if  it  (iicoeededi 
and  if  it  did  not,  leave  Frena  at  Liberty  to  diiinember  tbcic 
Monarchy,  while  they  had  not  fo  much  as  aPretence  to  A-^fiil 
tiie  Affiitouce  vH  thai  Allies,  who  bad  tn  the  isoft  C>leaui| 
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Manner  acknowledged  the  Juftice  of  the  French  Pretenfioot 
by  the  two  Treaties  of  Partition. 

But  tho'  the  Spamfo  Miniftry  agreed  in  this  Pbint^  yet 
they  were  extremely  divided  in  anouier.  Some  were  for  call- 
ing the  Duke  of  Anjou^  the  Dauphin's  iecond  Son,  to  the 
Succeflion ;  while  othen  were  better  difpofed  to  the  Duke  <A 
Chartresy  eldeft  Son  to  the  Duke  of  OrkanSy  afterwards  Regent 
of  France  by  that  Title.  The  Rcafon  upon  which  the  for- 
mer Party  went  was  this,  that  the  Right  to  the  Crown  of 
Spain  being  in  the  Dauphin,  he  mi^t  certainly,  if  he  plead- 
ed, transfer  it  to  his  iecond  Son  ;  and  the  great  Argument 
urged  by  the  latter,  was,  that  the  Duke  of  Chartres  might 
very  probably  be  agreeable  to  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  pre- 
vent any  Oifputes  about  the  Succeflion.  Yet  the  Confidenir- 
tion  of  the  Power  of  the  French  King,  and  the  Improbability 
that  he  would  employ  this  Power  in  favour  of  his  Nephew 
againft  his  Grand-Children,  got  the  better  of  the  lail  Reafon  ; 
and  the  Members  of  his  Catholick  Majeft/s  Council  of  State 
agreed  to  call  the  Duke  of  Anjou  to  tlie  Succeffion. 

It  was  with  great  Difficulty  that  the  King  was  brought  to 
relifh  this  Propofition  \  but  after  reflecting  on  it  (erioufly,  he 
diredted  his  laft  Will  and  Teflament  to  be  drawn,  in  the  Pre- 
amble of  ^ich  he  recited  the  Invaliditv  of  the  Renuncia- 
tions, and  the  inconteflable  Right  of  tne  Dauphin,  whofe 
fecond  Son  he  declared  his  Heir,  requiring  all  the  Subjeds  oC 
the  Crown  of  Spain  in  all  Parts  of  his  Dominions  to  ac- 
knowledge him  as  fuch,  immediately  upon  his  Demife.  In 
Cafe  of  his  Deceafe  without  Heirs,  nis  younger  Brother  the 
Duke  of  Berry  was  to  be  called  to  the  Succeflion,  which  fail- 
ing, the  Crown  was  limited  to  the  Arch-duke  Charlesy  and 
after  him'  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  his  Children. 

This  Will  was  figned  with  aU  the  requifite  Formalities 
upon  the  2d  of  OMer^  and  this  Fad  was  generally  known^ 
but  the  Contents  of  die  Will  were  kept  an  abfolute  Secret 
The  Imperial  Minifler  Count  De  Harracl^  had  no  doubt  that 
the  Succeflbr  appointed  was  the  Arch-duke,  and  was  there- 
fore VCTV  well  pleafed  the  Thing  was  'done.  The  French  Mi- 
niiler  Count  De  Harcowrty  who  had  a  much  better  Intereft 
with  the  Spamjh  Grandees,  received  fuch  Intimations  as  kept 
him  eafy ;  and  the  Miniflry,  for  their  own  Security,  gave 
|Mivate  Intelligence  of  this  great  Event  to  the  French  King. 

After  the  figning  his  WUl  his  Catholick  Majefly  grew  better, 
and  continued  fo  for  about  a  Fortnight,  then  idapfed,  and 
expired  on  the  26th  of  Odfober  1700,  in  die  39th  Year  of  his 
AgC9  and  the  35th  of  his  Reign,  which  be  had  fpent  venr 
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died  ^jr  uneafy,  as  having  a  juft  Foftftght'of  ^the  Mifchkftv 
thk  hij  Dc&tK  Miuft  inHTOikly^  brinp  ii{iofi  liis'iPtfo^  ifc 
*was  no  feoner  deceafed,'  ihahr^tfie  Cmndeos'^xff^kd  at'tHe 
Palace  ill  order  td  6peti  bibf\sftai»en€,  andthelnwrialMiir  ^ 
nifler  wlbtit  thhher  alfoi  but'ipras  aihasM  to  iiear*  kit  ilia  Ar^* 
rival,  that  the  Duke  6fjfimt  ^Wa^  by'  tHt  keKing'a  Wift 
declared  hb  Succeflor,  «f  <whfch  he  gave  (hia  MaOer'Nocicfr 
asfoona^itwBsin  hisPcmefr  ^    ;■:;>         i    v      - 

The  Regency  appointed  by  the  &me  Will'  tiodk  uptm  dMB 
fhe  Government,  uid  flif^tched  inftandy  lietten  of  'Micka*^ 
tion  and  Invitation  to  tmir  new  Monardii  but  the^  they 
gaeed  ih  this,  yet  their  Htanony  lafted  not  long.  The  (^een 
Dtiwager  and  the  InqiiiiitOr-General,  who  were  >bofli  or  die^ 
Regency,  b^n  to  cabsd  asainft  their  new  King  ^  but  Cai^. 
Aindi  Pcrfb-Otmro  itmained*  firm  to  his  firft' Prirfriptes^' and 
laboured  h^to  peifuade  alltheNobility  of  AeNecdRty^tfaey 
wefe  under  of  attaching  themfelves  uiianimouflyt'totM  IiIk 
tereil  of  King  PHSp :  Of  the  Confequences  and  Efibda  of 
his  Exhortations,  we  fhall  fpeak  copioufly  hereafter* 

But  beibre  we  quit  this  Subjeft,  and  enter  upon  die  HtlliMry 
pf  the  next  Reign,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  Notice  oif 
fomething  new  which  may  be  laid  upon  this  Head^-^tho'  oiten 
handled  by  the  ableft  Pens,  and  coniidered  over  and  over  again 
by  tho  greatcft  Politicians.  The  Reader  will  pleafe  to  obferve, 
that  the  War,  to  which  an  End  was  put  by  the  Peace  of 
Nimeguiffj  by  which  S*paift  loft  lb  many  fine  Towns  and  fair 
Countries  in  the  NetherhtHds^  was  commenced  by  Franet  un* 
dcr  a  Colour  of  that  Riffht  the  King  had  by  his  Wife  (notwith- 
ftandin^  all  Renunciations)  to  thofe  Phces,  and  to  many  nax% 
which  belonged  to  him  by  the  fame  Ri^ht. 

I'his  -vr^s  faid  to  arife  from  the  jus  Devabaioms  which 
prevails  in  Brfthant^  and  which  in  few  Words  is  this :  That 
where  a  Man  has  fwo  Wives,  the  Heirs  of  his  firft  Wife,  Made 
and  Female,  are  Heirs  to  each  other  before  the  Children  of 
the  fecond  Marriage  ;  and  therefore  upon  the  Death  of  Prince 
Balthaxar^  his  C^thdick  Majefty's  cldefl'Son,  the  moft  CIttif* 
tinn  King  claimed  thefe  Countries  in  Right  of  the  lafiurta 
Maria  Therefa^  Sifhr  of  die  whole  Blood  to  Prinp:  B^bim^ 
znr^  in  Vcrtue  of  the  yut  Depobctwiis. 

There  have  been   whole   Volumes  written  on  each  Side . 
of  this  Controverfy,   with  which  I  fhall  not  meddle  at  all  | 
but  take  it  for  crantcd,  that  the  Right  as  well  as  Power,  wav 
en  the  Side  cX  France.    1  ihall  alfo  take  it  for  granted,  thatf  * 
tb^  moil  Chriftian  King  and  his  Son  the  Daiipjim  might  r^ 
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figiH  as  they  did  to  the  Dvkeof  Jfifttir  aft  liieir^RighlB-s 
from  whence  it  clearly  follows,  that  Philip  V.  was  the  Kepre*- 
fentative  of  the  Infiuita  Aigria  Therefa^  aifd  had  a  juft  Title 
to  all  her  Rig|hts ;  ifix>iii  whence  i  think  there  can  bf  nor- 
thing plainer  or  more  inconteffaible,  than  that  all  the  Coun- 
tries and  Places  yidded  to  France  by  the  Treaty^  of  Nime- 
gueriy  belonged  of  Right  to  the  late  King  of  Spain^  and  be- 
long iiow  to  his  prefent  Catholick  Maiefty,  who,  if  he  pleafed, 
might  have  refign'd  them  to  his  brother  Don  Philips  and 
thereby  provided  him  a  Settlement^  which  would  have  con- 
tributed not  a  Tittle  to  the  general  Tranquillity  of  Europe. 

As  foon  as  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  was  informed  of 
the  Death  of  King  Charles  IL  of  Spain^  and  that  his  Grand- 
fon  the  Duke  of  Anjeu  was  called  to  his  Succeffion  ;  he  pre- 
pared for  maintaining  him  in  the  PoflefSon  of  that  Kingdom^ 
which  he  forefaw  would  be  difputed  by  the  Houfe  of  Jfufiria 
and  its  Allies.  He  called  indeed  for  Form-iake  a  great  Coun- 
f:il,  to  confider  whether  he  (hould  accept  the  Will  of  the 
deceafed  King  or  not ;  but  from  the  previous  Difpofidons 
on  the  Frontiers  of  Spain^  and  in  the  Low  Countries^  it  evi- 
dently appeared  that  he  had  long  before  refolved  what  Part 
to  take. 

Yet  it  was  not  till  this  Council  had  decided  in  Favour  of 
the  Will,  that  he  acknowledged  his  Grandfon  as  the  Heir  of 
the  Spanijh  Monarchy,  gave  him  the  Title  of  Philip  V.  and 
confented  to  his  going  into  Spain.  It  muft  be  allowed  his 
Meafures  were  well  taken  upon  this  Occafion ;  and  that  the 
new  King  came  into  the  tull  Pollcffion  of  the  Spanijh  Domi- 
nions, in  a  Manner  that  muft  be  no  le(s  furpriflng  to  Poi^ 
terity,  than  it  was  to  all  Europe  at  the  Time  it  happened. 
But  it  muft  be  allowed  on  the  other  Hand,  that  this  v^as  in 
a  great  Meafure  owing  to  the  intradbble  Difpofttion  of  the 
Court  of  Vienna^  where  they  looked  upon  the  SucceiEon  to 
the  Spanijh  Monarchy  as  a  Thing  fo  ceitain,  that  they  would 
never  confent  to  any  Propofds  made  by  their  Allies  for  op- 
pofuig  in  time  the  Scheme  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourhn, 

The  Maritime  Powers  were  by  this  Means  put  imder  the 
gneateft  Difficulties ;  the  Eledor  ox  Bavaria  admitted  the  French 
Troops  into  the  Netherlands^  of  which  he  was  Governor ;  and 
the  Prince  of  Faudemont  declared  for  King  PMip  in  Italy.  It 
was  this  determined  both  England  and  riclland  to  diflemble 
for  the  prefent,  and  to  acknowledge  King  Philip;  and ^ King 
William  and  the  States  General  aidually  wrote  him  Letters  of 
felicitation  upon  his  Acceffion,  notwithfbnding  they  at  the 
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wrf'  TliM  Iran  ^otBoniiied  to  oonteft  hit  Tftkr  t9  Hat 

b  cannot  bo  hgffioSed  Aat  iridiiA  the  aanow  BMndb  wo* 
'  icribed  to  this  AffticGet  we  liiouId.pMefid  to  give  die  HBftoiy 
cf  the  Wary  oooafiooed  by  the  Acceffion  of  PbiEp  V^  nor 
indeed  ia  it  at  all  neoe(&nr.  We  ihall  content  oumvea  with 
oUerving,  that  when  the  (xrand  Alliance  was  fiiAforaiedyt^ 
waft  nothing  farther  propofed  than  the  obtaining  a  proper  Bar* 
rier  for  the  DuUh^  and  a  reafonable  £quiva]^t  .for  the  Hioiife 
cfjufiria. 

But  after  the  Ardi-duke  Onn-Us  had  aflliined  the  Tide  of 
King  of  SfmUf  arid  the  prodigious  SuooeflTes  of  the  Allies  in 
the  Sinning  of  the  War  had  railed  dieir  I^Mrit  atkLHopesn 
diey  had  prqjefled  no  left  tha^i  the  entire  Conqueft  of  the 
SpamP  Monaichy ;  and  after  the  Batde  of  Turin^  hj  which 
^e  F^end^  and Spmuardiwert  obliged  to  evacuate  liafy,  there 
h  fcarce  any  doubt  to  be  made  ^at  they  might  bive  canried 
dieir  Pointy  as  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Pm:tugue%i  they  woe 
become  Maften  of  a  mat  Part  of  Sfainj  and  even  of  the 
Oqpital ;  the  Jkfiriamr^rtv  in  diat  kingdom  having  done 
a^.  much  or  more  than,  all  things  confider^,  could  wdl  b^ 
m>€Stei  fromthem* 

.  But  no  Care  being  taken  in  the  At^unrn  of  1706,  to,  fend 
over  pft)per  Reinforcements  to  the  Affiftance  of  King  darks^ 
KingPrnlip  began  to  recover  Strength ;  ani  in  jfyril  1707 
the  Dulse  ^  Benmckj  who  commanded  his  Forces,  obtained 
fo  total  a  Vidory  at  Abnanxa^  and  purfued  it  with  fo  much 
Spirit  and  Dili^eiice,  diat  before  the  End  of  the  Year>  dio  Face 
of  Affairs  was  entirely  changed  in  that  Kingdom. 

It  is  indeed  inie^  that  after  this  the  Allies  made  a  con- 
fiderable  Promls,  and  in  the  Month  of  Auguji  171O9  eain'd 
the  Battle  of  Sarag^a^  which  opened  a  Pails^  ft>r  Cbarks  UL, 
$0  Madi'id^  into  which  City  he  made  his  publick  Entry  in 
the  Middle  of  the  next  Month ;  but  the  Difpofitions  Of  die 
Spaniards  were  now  changed,  and  they  adhered  fo  firmly  to 
King  PklEpy  that  before  the  Clofe  of  that  Year,  KXngChariai, 
was  again,  after  lofing  a  Batde,  driven  back  into  Catalmia* 

In  die  Month  of  April  171 1,  died  the  Emperor  y^fepk^ 
and  thereby  left  Kinp  Charles  m.  the  fole  Heir  Male  or  the 
Houfc  of  A»ftriay  which  altered  the  State  of  Things  extreme*- 
Iv,  beeaufe  it  appeared  now  equally  dangerous  to  give  die  * 
opanijh  as  well  as  Imperial  Dominions  to  this  Prince,  or  to 
leave  them  to  a  Branch  of  the^  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and  diece^ 
remained  no  Expedient  that  could  be  thought  ofy  ((X,  pin* 
y^dug  OM  or  othjqr  of  thdc  Events^t. 
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The  HouTe  of  At^ia  was  at  diis  Tifne  in  Po({bffion  cf 
the  Spamjh  Nethirlands^  and  all  the  Domiiiions  diat  had  be» 
lon^  to  that  Crpwn  on  the  Continent  oiftafy^  whidi  gaiv« 
?ji  Opportunity  to  the  French  Court»  to  infihuate  to  the  new 
Minifhy  in  England  die  Neceffity  as  wdl'  as  Expediencjr  dF 
putting  an  End  to  fo  long  a  War  upon  Terms  agreeable  to 
the  fim  Scheme  of  the  Grand  Alliance,  and  this  in  the  £n4 
brought  about  the  Peace  of  Utrecl^y  which  was  concluded 
in  1713, 

By  this  Treaty  King  Philip  yielded  to  Great  Britain  die 
Town  and  Cadle  of  Gibraltar^  and  the  Ifland  of  Minorca^  ior 
ever.  The  Kingdom  ofNaplesy  thcDutchy  ofA^lan^  and  the  rclt 
of  the  Spanijh  Dominions  in  Italy^  together  with  the  Ifland  of 
Sardinia^  and  the  Lnv-Countriesy  to  the  Empero|:C&ir/fi  VI;  and 
the  Ifland  of  Sicily  with  the  Tit)e  of  King  to  th^  Duke  oiSa'Ocj* 

It  muft  be  allowed  that  the.  Treaty  of  Utrecht  was  liaU^ 
to  great  Exceptions  ;  but  however,  the  End  of  the  grand  Alli- 
ance was  in  fome  Meafure  anfwered  by  it,  The  Crowns 
of  France  and  Spain  were  divided,  the  Power  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aujlria  conilderably  augmented,  and  the  Ballance  of  Eurtf$ 
in  fome  Meafure  fettled.  But  notwidiftanding  this,  Kiw 
Philip  was  not  left  in  quiet  Poflfeffion  of  his  Dominions,  t0 
which  the  Emperor  flill  kept  up  his  Ckim  \  and  the  Principalit|r 
of  Catalonia,  and  the  Ifland  of  Majorcaj  though  cvaaiate4  *. 
by  tlie  Aujlrian  Troops,  refufed  to  fuhmit,  and  vpcre  not 
reduced  without  a  great  deal  of  Trouble,  and  much  EflFuiioii 
of  Blood  \  fo  that  the  Force  of  Spain  feemed  at  the  Concluiioa 
of  this  War,  exhauded  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  there  was  not 
much  to  be  feared  from  her,  notwithftanding  her  being  IdS^ 
in  Poflcilion  of  a  Prince  of  th^  Houfe  of  Bourhmu 

It  was  the  Policy  of  Lewis  XIV.  to  match  both  his  QxxA% 
fons,  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Anjou^  into  the  Houfe  cf 
Savoy  i  and  tho'  in  the  firft  Inftance  his  Policy  feem*d  to  be 
difappointed,  fmce  the  Duke  of  Savoy  took  Part  with  t}ie 
Allies  throughout  the  whole  War,  yet  his  Daughter  the 
Queen  of  £//2/;7,  by  her  engaging  Behaviour,  acquired  theAf^ 
tedions  of  die  Spanijh  Nobility,  and  ^hereby  contributed  not 
a  litde  to  maintain  her  Confort  on  the  Throne.  i 

She  died  the  14th  of  February  17 14,  and  left  behind  her 
two  Sons  i  Don  Lewisy.  born  in  1707,  who  became  King  of 
Spain  by  the  Refignation  of  his  Father ;  and  Don  Ferdinand^. 
born  the  23d  oi  September  17 139  who  is  the  prefent  King  €$ 
Spain.  By  her  Deceafe  King  Philip  was  left  at  Liberty  to 
ftrengthen  his  Intereft  by  a  fecond  MarriaAc^  which  he  coin 
duded  in  a  few  Months  with  the  Prin^eu  £(is^beth  Farmfi^ 
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was  made  with  a  View  to  revive  the  Intereft  of  the  HMb 
cfBmrbgfttD  Itelfi  whidi  Ittd  been  in  tixMaifiktbaij^faStii 
lif  Ae  firte' Peace* 

The  new  Qsem  hroti^t  her  Padier's  Minift^r-  iiilo  Power, 
who  Wte  afterwards  <b  wdl  known  by  ^e  TitUf  of .CahUilit 
AOemSj  aitd  who  is  ffiH  liviiig.  This  Mui,'  #h6'  miift  k 
allowed  a  great  Genius,  projefbd  the  Revivad  df  <htf  Sftrni^ 
Power,  and  the  Recovery  df  her  ItaUan  Dominions^  at  a  Time 
when  the  fermer  was  diou^t  vety  difficdt^  knd-^idie  latter 
appeam}  tbtafly  impra^caUe. 

It  is- t^e,  that  he  did  not  abfolutdy  ibcceed  ki  diis 
Scheme  i  bat  it  is  no  ie&'true,  that  he  cairie  inudi  Hearer  tt 
than  any  Body  could  Iiave  imagined;  for  he  pCrt^lfae  Affidh 
of  ^m  into  f^ch  Order,  that  (he  had  Fleets '  and  Annite 
capaolc  of  alarming  her  Netghbonrs,  with  which  he*  aifiuaDy 
recovered  Sar£ma^  and  vl^tndd  have  recovered  $iff»^,*  if  the 
Brittfi  Navd  Power  had  hot  interpofed,  and  given  (itch  a 
Bbw  ztMeffhia  to  ins  Cadiolick  Maiefty'sMantime  Forces, 
as  ruined  all  his  Schemes  at  once  $  and  which  was  ftifl  more, 
obliged  his  Mafter  to  part  with  him,  and  to  accede  to  the 
Quadruple  Alliance,  wmch  was  fet  on  Foot  to  fiippfy  the  Det 
6£h  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht^  and  to  fix  theTramjuillity 
of  Europe  upon  a  ihore  ftaUe  Bafis. 

By  mis  Alliance  Sardima  W2s  given  to  the  Du):e  of  Savcj 
\nSbc2ui  of  Sicih ;  but  at  the  £ane  Time  it  was  agreed,  that 
Don  Carbsy  nis  Catholick  M^efty's  firft-bom  Son  by  his' 
fecond  Wife,  fhpuld  fucceed  to  Parma  and  Tujcanj.  In  172 1, 
a  Marriage  was  concluded*  between  the  Prmcb  King  Lewis 
XV.  and  die  In&nta  of  Stairi,  which,  as  vtre  have  {hewn 
elfewhcre,  did  not  takeEfieA;  but  another  conchided  at  the 
feme  Time  did,  whereby  Lewis  Prince  of  JJlurias  efpoufed 
the  fourth  Daughter  of  Ae  Duke  of  Orleans  Regent  of  France. 

Upon  the  Deadi  of  the  Prince  laft  mentionM,  it  is  believed, 
that  his  Oathdick  Majefty  entertained  fome  Hopes  of  re- 
turning into  France^  and  afluming  the  Govt^mment  of  that 
Kingdom  in  the  Jfame  of  his  >ftphcw  5  but  wluitevcr  his 
Motive  was,  upon  die  x<th  of  January  1724,  he  a£hially 
rcfign'd  the  Kingdom  to  his  Son  Don  Lewis  Prince  6t  Au- 
Jiurtasy  who  is  allowed  to  have  had  as  mat  Abilities  as  could 
l>e  expeded  in  one  of  his  Years,  whole  Manners  as  well  as 
'  Birth  endear'd  him  to  -the  SpaniardSy  and  who  in  the  Pe*- 
ginning  of  his  Adminiihation  gave  great  Hopes  of  his  prov- 
ing a  wife*  and '  faehificent  Monarch,     ^ut  on  the  ^och  of 
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Au^Ji  following  lie  died,  in  the  ei^iteendi  Year  of  hk  Am^ 
to  the  incxpreffible  Grief  of  hisFati^^  as  well  as  of  his  Sw- 
jeds. 


Upon  th^  Demife  of  Don  Lewis  it  was  judged^  that  In. 
the  natural  and  legal  Courfe  of  Things,  hxs  jScodier  Dom 
Ferdinand  fhould  have  fucceeded  him  in  the  Throne ;  but 
the  Fear  of  a  Minority,  and  perliaps  fome  other  Reafons^ 
induced  the  Spaniards  to  prevail  upon  Philip  V.  to  refume 
the  Government,  which  he  did,  but  with  Relu&ancy  i  who*' 
thcr  real  or  fdgn'd,  is  hard  to  determine. 

He  appl/d  him£blf  very  doTely  to  Bufine&,  and  being  ex- 
trcamly  provok'd  at  the  fending  back  of  the  Infanta  from 
franciy  he  b^an  to  meditate  new  and  ftrange  Defigns ;  or 
rather  fuch  were  infufed  into  his  Mind  by  his  Queen  jtud 
his  Alinifters.  It  is  generally  bcliev'd,  and  not  without  good 
Grounds,  that  Cardinal  Alher^ni^  who  was  then  at  Rome^  con- 
trived that  amazing  .Scene  which  aftonifh'd  all  Eun^',  at 
lead  it  is  certain,  diat  it  was  manag'd  and  trania£ted  by  one 
of  his  Creatures,  a  Man  bom  to  make  a  Figure  in  unquiet 
Times,  and  who,  as  he  deferted  the  Service  of  bis  Coundj, 
no  other  Prince  ought  to  have  relied  on« 

This  was  the  famous  Ripptrda^  who  negotiated  the  Treaty 
of  Vienna^  by  which  the  Emperor  Charles  VL  and  King  PbiBf^ 
in  whoie  Quarrel  fuch  Rivers  of  Blood  had  been  (bed,  ami 
fuch  immenfe  Trcafures  expended,  run  into  a  dofe  Alliance 
for  the  mutual  Support  of  each  other's  Intereit,  againft  thofe 
very  Powers  which  had  (acrificed  fo  much  for  the  Aggran* 
difcment  of  both.  The  true  Motives  to  this  (ingular  jilea- 
fure  are  by  many  held  to  remain  ftill  fecret;  but  it  feems 
to  be  pretty  evident,  that  the  Views  of  the  Emperor  were 
immediate,  and  rkiof^  <yi  Spain  more  at  a  Diftancc. 

The  former  thought,  that  by  this  Means  be  fhould  eftablifh 
his  Oftend  Company,  by  which  he  hoped  to  revive  the  Trade 
of  the  Lmji}  Countriesj  tho'  at  the  Expence  of  his  old  Friends 
the  Dutch;  the  latter  confentcd  to  the  a^randizing  the  Im* 
penal  Power,  from  the  flattering  E^qpedbuon  that  Don  CarJet 
bv  marrying  the  eldeft  Arch-dutchels,  at  preTent  Empreis  and 
Queen  of  liungaryj  would  become  the  Succeflbr  to  that  Branch 
of  the  Houfe  c^  Aujiria^  as  himfelf  had  been  of  the  other,  bf 
which  he  fcem'd  to  renounce  his  Engagements  with  France. 

This  ftrange  Turn  was  more  extraordinary,  coniidering 
the  Time  in  which  it  happened,  when  both  France  and  the 
Maritime  Powers  were  labouring  to  bring  about  in  a  rational 
and  eiFe£lual  Manner,  fuch  an  Acconmiodation  as  thefe  Mo- 
na^clis  baftily  (and  if  we  may  %  it  witb^it  Indecency)  in-* 
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jMfidecitelf  cbf^  up»  with  Vitfws  only  to  Aair  ptiwll 
Advante^e.  To  ballance  this  FSmna  Alliance^  JFiwumf  tfas 
Maritime  Powers,  and  PruJJia^  enter'd  Sato  the  famous  Ticacr 
49f  Hammr^  in  order  to  provide  lor  their  own  Intntfts,  wfaitiB 
they  thoiq^  could  never  be  (afe,  while  this  unnatiind  Con^ 
jundion  uMfted* 

The  Emperor  and  the  GathoUck  King,  or  rather  his  Queen 
(for  tt»  was  at  the  Bottom  of  aU  diis)  ietmed  detamioed 
to  'periift  in  the  Execution  of  Schemes  &om'wliciion  tbqr 
cxpctS^ed  to  derive  iiich  midity  Advantages  j  but  the  Ammm 
AUicstook  their  Meafures  to  efie6hially,  that  thcj  weic  oUig- 
cdy  after  fome  firuitkfs  Attempts,  to  fubmit  to  the  <dd  MeAod 
of  d^snnining  all  Differences  by  a  Negotiation,  which  pro- 
duced die  Congrsfi  at  S9iffhm. 

Thb  Congrefs  wasi  open'd  on  the  I4di  of  ytam  17281 
but  to  very  little  Purpofe,  except  that  it  fenM  to  fliew 
the  Aicendahcy  which  the  French  Minifier  Cardinal  Pkmj 
had  gained  by  an  Appearance  of  Probity,  and  an  exterior 
DUplay  of  Equitv  and  Moderarion  ;  which  demonffaiCies,  thit 
witverlal  Monarchy  might  be  attained  by  any  powerful  Prinoe^ 
wEb  really^  poiTeft  thofe  Virtues*  But  this  situation  grow- 
ing tirefome  to  the  Britijb  Nation^  their  Minifters  entei'd 
into  a  feparate  N^otiation  with  the  Crown  of  Spainj  which 
cabled  in  the  famous  Treaty  of  Seville ;  which  was  ezpe£tcd 
to  put  an  End  to  all  Differences,  and  a  Period  to  the  Labours 
ef  the  Minifters  on  both  Sides*  But  this  was  fo  £ur  from 
anfwering  thofe  fanguine  £xpe(Ebtions,  that  the  two  next 
Years  were  takep  up  in  contriving  Expedients  for  carrying 
'What  was  flipulated  by  that  Treaty  in^  Execution. 

It  is  abfolutely  neceflary  that  we  ihould  defcend  a  litde 
uito'  Particulars*  HL>  Catholick  Maiefly's  fecond  Marriagp 
was  with  a  View  to  his  Conforms  oucceffion  in  Itafy^  and 
this  was  fecur'd  to  him  upon  his  acceding  to  the  Quadruple 
Alliance;  that  again  was  ratified  by  a  fubfequent  Trea^^ 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  Vienna  Alliance ,  but  for  tne 
Emperor's  Security  it  was  fettled,  that  Swifs  and  not  SfanifiB 
Troops  fli6uld  be  fent  into  Italy  to  maintain  Don  Qfrlot 
m  the  Countries  yielded  to  him  by  thefe  feveral  Treaties* 
But  the  I'rcaty  of  Seville  alter'd  this  Method,  and  provided 
that  Spanijh  1  roops  ihould  be  fubflituted  inftead  of  Swi/s^ 
To  which  the  Emperor,  as  it  might  be  reafonably  expected, 
lefu&d  his  Confimt  in  the  moft  poAtive  and  dire&,  TernM. 

It  was  to  get  over  this  Difficulty  with  him,  that  new 
Negotiations  were  neceflary,  and  at  length  the  Thing  wa» 
brought  aboutf  the  Inhnt  Don  Carlos  was  ibnt  to  /teA 
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with  Spanijh  Troops,  and  received  in  Quality  of  Hcit  A^ 
"parent  by  the  Gnuid  Duke  of  Tufamyj  which  it  was  hoped 
would  have  contributed  much,  not  only  to  tbe  pacifying 
thefe  TrouMes,  but  fecuring  the  Peace  of  Europe^  for  the 
prefent  Age  at  Icaft. 

But  as  tfie  abJeft  Politicians  are  very  liable  to  miftake  5  this 
laft  Step  proved  the  Caufe  of  a  War,  notwitfafblnding  that 
the  Maritime  Powers  had  made  a  hew  Treaty  with  the  Em- 
peror, on  Purpofe  to  fiiciiitate  it.  The  Infant  Don  Carks 
arrived  in  Italy  in  1731,  and  being  in  Pofieffion  of  aU  the 
Dominions  to  which  his  expe£btive  Right  had  created  fo 
many  Difbutes,  his  Mother  formed  new  Schemes  for  enlarg- 
ing his  Power,  and  for  enaUing  him  to  aflumc  and  main-* 
tain  the  regal  Dignity.  In  order  to  this  fhe  fet  on  Foot  In-i 
trigues  in  France^  to  engage  even  the  pacific  Cardinal  in  a 
Meafure  dhreftly  repugnant  to  his  Syflem  ;  and  fhe  endeavour- 
ed to  engage  tne  King  of  Sardima  to  facilitate  this  Dcfign, 
by  the  Promife  of  the  Dutchy  of  Mtlaru  His  Majefly  had 
feme  Reafons  to  wifh  well  to  the  Spantjh  Power,  becaufe 
of  his  being  next  in  the  Entail  of  that  Monarchy ;  and  he 
had  flronger  Reafons  to  diflike  the  Mcafures  of  the  Imperial 
Court,  which  in  refpeft  to  him  were  not  altogether  fo  jufl, 
and  by  no  Means  fo  grateful  or  decent  as  they  ought  to 
have  been. 

Thefe  were  the  Motives  to  a  new  Confederacy,  which  upon 
the  Death  of  the  King  oi  Poland  in  1/33,  broke  out  into  a 
War  in  Italy ;  and  in  the  Year  following  Don  Carlos^  or  rather 
the  Spanijh  General  Montemar^  conquered  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples^  where  he  fought  one  decifive  Battle  at  Bitonto^  of 
which,  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of  his  Viftory,  he  was  made 
Duke.  As  for  the  Bland  of  Sicilyy  the  Inhaoitants,  though 
not  very  remarkable  for  l»oyalty  or  Steddinefs,  had  long  fbewn 
an  AfFeftion  for  the  Spanijh  Government,  which  put  Don 
Carlos  in  PofTeffion  of  that  Country  without  a  Stroke.  The. 
Emperor,  though  he  had  no  Affifbnce  from  his  Allies,  made 
a  tolerable  Defence  in  Itafyy  and  the  Circumfhnces  of  Things 
inclining  the  Court  of  France  to  a  Peace,  while  it  was  in  her 
Power  to  be  well  paid  for  it,  Spain  was  forced  to  fubmi^ 
and  by  this  Means  publick  Quiet  was  reflored  in  1735. 

By  this  Peace  Don  Carlos  remained  King  of  the  two  SicilteSy 
and  thereby  erefted  a  third  Monarchy  in  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon ; 
but  then  he  relinouifhed.his  maternal  Succeffion,  which  was 
(confidering  the  dinerent  Conditions  of  the  Countries)  perhaps 
a  full  Equivalent  for  it.  His  Sardinan  Majcflv,  who  had  ha- 
^rded  mucb^  and  whofe  Dominions  had  fuftered  exceilively 
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hf  the  War,  gained  very  little,  if  we  except  hn  giining  t^k 
ail  cxperimenul  Knowledge  of  the  good  Faith  of  the  Houfe  of 
BourhoUj  as  will  fcarce  allow  him  to  truft  it  again.  Francis 
who  pretended  to  get  nothing,  got  all  ^  for  £e  had  L^tm 
added  to  her  Dominions,  without  any  Colour  of  Right,  except 
the  moft  inglorious  abandoning  King  Staniflaui^  chofen  a  k- 
cond  Time  King  of  Poland^  could  be  fo  called.  This  Treaty 
was  concluded  at  Vietmay  with  which,  except  France^  none  oif 
the  contracting  Powers  either  were,  or  ha4  any  Reafon  to  be  &' 
tisfied.  After  this  King  Pi&//rj^  might  well  be  fuppofed  to  have 
nothing  more  in  view  than  to  fpcnd  the  Remainder  of  his  Dsjfs 
in  Peace  \  and  indeed  this  very  probably  might  be  all  the  View 
he  had ;  but  for  his  Queen,  her  Views  were  without  End.  She 
had  made  her  eldeft  Son  a  King,  her  third  a  Cardinal,  almoft  in 
bis  Cradle ;  and  after  all  this  iurope  muft  be  once  more  em- 
broiled rather  than  her  fecond  Son  Don  PhiEp  (hould  mils  the 
being  made  an  independent  Prince.  To  influence  Franci  in 
his  Favour  (he  had  married  him  to  a  French  Princefi  i  and  to 
bring  the  King  of  Sardinia  into  her  Scheme,  fhe  promiied  him 
any  thing,  but  to  no  effedL  She  endeavoured  likewife  to  cajole 
the  Court  of  Great- Britainy  but  to  no  Purpofc.  She  then  cauicd 
the  King  to  turn  a  deaf  Ear  to  the  Complaints  that  were  con^ 
tinually  made  of  Depredations  committed  in  the  Jf^eft^IndieSy 
which  produced  at  lalt  a  War  between  the  two  Nations,  cxtrcmdy 
prejudicial  to  their  mutual  Interefls,  and  not  lels  fo  to  her  own, 
had  (he  confidered  them  in  a  true  Light  \  but  Ambition  is  ufual- 
ly  blind,  and  the  Dcfire  of  acquiring,  defeats  the  Power  of  efed- 
ing  the  Means  of  Acquifition. 

"Upon  the  Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Vltb,  the  Ene- 
mies of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria  having  rcfolved  to  employ  their  ut- 
moft  Force  to  humble,  at  leaft,  if  not  to  deflroy  it,  the  Crown 
of  Spain  entered  into  tliis  Confederacy  with  a  View  of  fpeediiy 
carrying  its  Point  in  Italy^  without  the  leaft  Recollection  of  htf 
Guaranty  granted  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna^  with  all  the  So- 
lemnity of  which  an  Ad  of  tliat  Sort  was  capable.  The  Mea- 
(ures  taken  for  the  Conduct  of  this  War,  tho'  attended  with 
an  immenfe  Expencc,  were,  from  the  very  Begnning,  fer 
from  being  fuccefbful.  It  was  with  infinite  Difficulty  that 
IVoops  were  tranfported  into  the  Kingdom  of  Naples^  and 
when  there,  it  was  found  no  eafy  Matter  to  provide  for  them 
Magazines,  and,  I  was  going  to  (ay,  a  proper  Train  of  Ar« 
ti]ler\',  but  that  oould  not  be  provideid  at  all* 

Tne  Duke  de  Montemary  the  heft  Officer  in  tiie  Spanifif^  and 
indeed  one  of  the  beft  Generals  in  any  Service,  was  put  at  the 
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Head  or  this  Army  in  the  Summer  of  1742,  with  Inftruclions 
to  penetrate  into  Lvmtanfyj  through  the  Papal  Dominions.  He 
could  not  do  this  Time  enough  to  lave  the  Duke  of  i^htdena^ 
whofc  Dominions  were  fwallo wed  i«p  by  the  Allies,  and  all  his 
Troops,  to  the  Number  of  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  Men, 
were  made  Prifoners  and  difarmed.  The  Avjhian  and  Pied- 
moKtcfe  Army  then  marched  to  find  out  the  Duke,  who  [rave 
the  laft  Maries  of  his  Military  Skill  in  making  a  very  fine  Re- 
treat from  a  (uperior  aYid  vidtorious  Enemy,  in  whicii  he  c  cca- 
fioncd  more  Lofs  to  them  tlian  he  received.  This,  hov/cver, 
gave  no  jSatisfadlion  to  the  Court  of  Madrid^  who  foon  after 
removed  him  from  his  Command,  to  beftow  it  on  a  FL.rJJh 
Officer  of  great  Experience,  the  Count  de  Gagcs^  who  continu- 
ed to  command  it  with  no  great  Succcfs  indeed,  but  with  very 
high  Reputation  to  himfelf  during  the  v.hole  War. 

It  is  not  at  all  ncccflary  to  our  Dcfign  to  enter  here  into  a 
Detail  of  the  Operations  in  Italyy  of  which  we  ftiall  have  Occa- 
fion  to  fpcak  more  at  large  elfcwhere  ;  and  therefore  It  (hall  fuf- 
iicc  to  fay,  that  after  five  Campaigns,  in  v/hich  there  pcrilhcd  at 
leall  Fourfcorc  Thoufand  Men  3  and  for  the  Kxpence  of  v/liiv:!i 
the  Crown  of  Spain  did  not  difburfc  fo  little  as  one  Iniridrcd  Mil- 
lions of  Pieces  of  Eight,  Things  fell  into  the  moft  dcfperate  Con-    ' 
dition  imaginable.  The  King  of  the  two  Sicilies  after  fufFering  a 
Kind  of  Siege  in  his  Camp,  where  he  remained  to  cover  his 
Kingdom  from  an  Invafion,  was  at  kn2;th  obliged  to  have  Re- 
courfe  to  another  Neutrality ;  the  Infant  Don  Philip^  after  rifliing 
a  defperate  Battle  at  Rattofreddo^  which  with  the  Hazard  of  his  Life 
opened  him  the  Means  of  Flight,  abandoned  Judy  \  andthcRe- 
publick of  G^/Tdtf,  which  had  embraced  the  Spnr.ifo  Caufc,  was  left: 
to  the  Mercy  of  ^nGermans^  who  became  Matters  even  of  tlie 
Capital. 

Under  thefe  Misfortunes,  and  worn  out  with  Age  and 
Infirmities,  Philip  the  Fifth  departed  this  Life  c:i  tl.o 
29th of  June  1746,  in  his  Grand  Climadlcrick,  and  i:<  Cz 
46th  Year  of  his  Reign.  He  was  a  Monarch  endowed  wit li 
very  few  great  Qualities,  but  at  the  fame  Time  blcmifhcd  v/i.h 
fewer  Vices.  He  was  governed  by  his  two  Queen?,  arJ  ovv  cd 
to  them  entirely  the  different  Circumftanccs  in  which  at  certain 
Periods  of  his  Life  he  found  his  Affairs.  They  were  both  Ita- 
lians^ both  Princefles  of  gi'eat  Abilities,  but  of  ver)'  different 
Tempers.  His  firft  Queen,  the  Daughter  of  the  late  King  of 
Sardinia,  and  the  Sifter  of  the  prefcnt,  was  the  mod  amiable 
Woman  in  the  Worid  in  her  Behaviour,  and  by  en|;:/rii"!g  the 
Hearts  of  the  Spaniards  prcfervcd  the  Throne  to  her  Hufband, 
The  fecond  formed  by  the  Leffons  of  Cardinal -^/M-r.,  knew 
likewife  how  to  raifc  a  ftrong  Party  to  hcrfc\£  ^^l^ot^'^  ^v\c.  ^\  ar^ > 
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Grandees  ;  and  tho*  it  was  generally  believed  that  fuch  as  ymxs 

ntit  in  her  Inter ^-fl:  were  far  fuperior  in  Number,  and  that  tfe 
Death  of  the  King  would  have  entirely  demolifibed  her  Power, 
yet  Time  has  fhcv*rn  the  contrary  ;  and  that  notwithftanding 
what  the  Spamarch  have  fufFered  on  the  Score  of  her  Pretenfions 
in  Italy^  they  ftill  prefirrve  a  very  high  Refpeft  and  Efteem  for 
her  Pcrfon,  or  at  Icall  afFedl  it,  on  the  Score  of  her  having  fo 
good  a  Reverfionary  Right  to  Power. 

The  King  at  his  Deceafe,  befides  the  Prince  kA  AJturtas  of 
the  firft  Bed,  kit  behind  him,  by  his  fccond  Confort,  three  Sons 
and  tliree  Daughters,  vt%,  Don  Carlos^  who  with  vaft  Expencc 
and  Trouble  he  li.'.d  fc^.ted  on  the  Throne  of  the  SiciEeSj 
efpoufed  to  a  Saxon  Prince  Is ;  the  Infant  Don  Philips  married  to 
the  clJcft  of  the  French  PrincefTcs  ;  tlie  Cardinal  Infant  Don 
Lnuisy  Archbifhopof  Tolciio  and  of  Seville,  The  Infanta  A&r^ 
Jmie-ViSJoria  Princcfs  of  Brazil -y  the  Infanta  Afpfria-Terefa 
married  to  tiie  Dauphin  of  France^  fincc  deccafcd  ;  and  the 
Infanta  Alaria-Arionitlta-Fcrdinauda^  then  in  her  17th  Year. 

Fcrdinarulthc  \l.  fucceedcd  his  Father  in  the  33d  Year  of  his 
Age,  having  maiiicd  "January  8th  1720,  the  Infanta  Marj" 
Mogdalene  of  Foriu^uU  near  tv/o  Years  older  than  himfelf,  by 
whom  he  has  no  liTuc.  It  w.is  gv^ncrally  believed  upon  the 
Acccflion  of  tliis  Monarch  tliat  Things  would  have  taken  en- 
tirely a  new  Turn  in  tlic  Ouit  (f  Spain^  and  his  Catholick 
Ma/dly,  oratk-ail  liis  MiniftcM^  took  fr:me  Pains  to  keep  up 
this  Opinion,  from  whence  they  rcupcd  very  confidcrablc  Ad- 
vantages. The  War,  however,  was  carried  on,  and  carried 
on  with  Vitrour,  becauf*.',  as  the  new  King  publifhcd  in  his 
Manifeftoci-,  it  vva*;  very  carneftly  recommended  to  him  by  his 
Father;  and  at  thr  fmnc  Time  it  w:us  given  out,  that  his  Ca- 
tholick Maic'fry  lulxxl  upon  it  as  a  Point  of  Policy,  as  well  as 
of  Duty,  to  pn-cinv  his  Ihother  an  Eftablifliment  \n  Italy  \  fo 
that  it  was  very  quit  kly  difccrned  that  a  Peace  was  not  to  be 
had  vviilu^ut.  The  Supplies  given  to  the  State  of  Genoa  were 
very  confidcrable,  and  the  Spanijh  Forces  in  Savoy  were  tho- 
roughly recruited  and  fomewhat  augmented  j  in  fliort,  every 
Step  was  taken,  upon  the  Entrance  of  the  new  Prince,  that  might 
give  his  Subjedls  ajual  Hopes  of  his  being  defirous  to  reflore 
their  Tranquillit)',  and  at  the  fame  Time  refolved  to  fupport  the 
D  gnity  of  the  Crown  of  Spain.  The  Reports  that  prevailed,  as  if 
the  French  Intereft  was  now  at  an  End,  had  no  other  Founda- 
tion than  the  Opcnnefs  with  which  the  Populace  difco- 
vercd    their    Rcfentment  againft  the  French  Nation.       Wife 

Pci'ple  very  quickly  faW)  that  a^  great  Alteration  either  could 

or 
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oif  would  happen ;  and  thofe  who  were  the  fartheft  from  that 
Chara£ler,  have  had  Proofs  fiifficicnt  to  convince  them  that  thele 
Conjectures,  however  ridiculed,  were  but  too  well  founded* 

In  the  Negociations  that  were  carried  on  for  Peace^  the 
Court  of  Madrid  T^Yitd  implicitely  upon  that  of  VerfaiUes^  which 
was  the  more  extraordinary  as  they  had  all  that  Time  a  Minifter 
at  London  \  but  it  may  be  very  well  fuppofed  that  the  Nature  of 
his  Inilrudtions  could  be  no  great  Secret  to  the  French  Mi- 
Jiifters,  fince  it  does  not  appear  that  they  ever  took  any  Umbrage 
at  this  Part  of  his  Catholick  Majefty's  Condud.     The  Marquis 
de  Soto  Major  afted  as  the  Spaniflj  Plenipotentiary  at  Aix  la  Cha"- 
pelle^  where  the  (even th  Article  regarding  the  Ceffions  made  to 
the  Infant  Don  Philips    was  indeed  the  moft  important,  and 
by  very  much  the  moft  difputed  in  the  whole  Treaty ;  and  tho* 
it  was  not  adjufted  entirely  to  the  Satisfaction  of  the  Spamjh 
Court,  which  prcfled  for  a  general  Settlement  of  the  Dutchies  of 
JParma^  Placentia  and  Guajialla  upon  the  Royal  Infant  and  his 
Ifllie  without  any  ReltrlClions,  yet  by  the  Influence  and  Stcadi- 
ncfs  of  theJFr/HfiS  Miniftr}',thofe  important  CciHons  were  noton* 
ly  procured  upon  as  good  Terms  as  could  be  reafcnably  expcft- 
cd,  confirmed   by  the  moft  authentick  Adls  of  the  Emprefs 
Queen  and  the  King  of  Sardinia^  but  the  Execution  likewife 
prefTed  with  equal  Vi2;ilance  and  Vigour.     As  to  the  Article 
which  regarded  the  Diftcrcnces  between  this  Court  and  that  of 
Great'Brltain^  nothing  was  regulated  thereby,  except  die  Right 
of  the  Scutk-Sra  Company  to  four  Years  of  the  Jjjicnio  Treaty, 
and  the  reft  of  the  Differences  were  tacitly  referred  to  that  Ne- 
gociation  before  mcnLJoncdjV/hich  was  then,  and  is  fiill  carried 
on,  but  as  to  the  Event  of  which  we  know   nothing.     By  tliis 
Means  his  Catholick  Majcfty  was  extricated  out  of  an  expen* 
nve  and  deftru<Si:ive  War,  (which  had  continued  feven  Years, 
and  in  that  Time   had  drawn  upon  his  Subjects   inexpreffible 
Hardftiips)  had  an  eiFeftual  Eftabliftiment  provided  for  his  Bro- 
ther Don  Philips    honourable  Provifions  made  for  his  Allies, 
the  Duke  of  Modcna^  and  the  Republick  of  Genoa ;  and  a  Way 
opened  to  reduce  his  military  Expences,   and  bring  the  Do- 
meftick  Concerns  of  his  Adminiftration   into  Order,    which 
while  the  War  lafted  could  not  be  done.     Befides  the  War 
with  Great-Britain   which  had  begun  fomewhat  earlier   was 
likewife  ended ;  and  that  in  a  Manner  with  which  the  Court  of 
Madrid  had  many    Reafons  to  be  pleafed ;    but  none  greater 
than  its  removing  the  Impediments  to  the  Return  of  that  vaft 
Mais  ofTreafure  which  had  been  collefted  in  XhtlVeJl- Indies j 
of  which  the  Spaniards  were  in  great  Want>  and  for  which  they 
Vere  not  altogether  without  Fears. 
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We  have  fince  feen  all  the  Advantages  that  Spain  could  pro- 

mife  herfclf  from  this  Treaty  obtained  in  their  full  Extent,  the 
Infant  Duke  is  in  Poflcfiion  of  the  Countries  yielded  to  him, 
the  Duke  of  AlaUfia^  and  the  Republick  of  Genoa  have  had 
their  Territories  reftored,  and  the  hx  greatcfl  Part  of  the  Wealth 
expe£ted  from  the  hieites  has  been  fafcly  brouglu  home  What 
the  Iflue  will  be  of  fo  great  and  fo  happy  a  Chajigc  in  her 
Circumftanccs,  is  in  the  Womb  of  Time,  but  without  aD 
doubt,  the  prefent  Sciifon  is  very  critical,  and  the  future  Wel- 
fare or  Mifcry  of  the  Spanijh  Nation  depends,  in  a  great  Mca- 
fure,  upon  the  Turn  his  Catholick  Majefty's  Councils  Ihall 
take  at  a  Junfturc,  when  it  is  entirely  in  h  is  own  Power  to 
make  tlicm  t:i!:e  what  Turn  he  plcafes,  and  to  render  himfeif 
ascrrcat  and  independent  a  Prin^^L  as  any  of  his  Prcdeccflbrs. 

\Vc  might  have  entered  into  many  other  Particulars,  and  de- 
fcended  to  the  ConfiJeration  of  various  Matters  of  Fad,  if  thefe 
were  not  bcfidc  our  Purpofe,  which  is  to  exhibit  a  Piflure  of 
tlie  prefcnt  Stite  of  Spain^  or  rather  the  prefent  State  of  the  Po- 
liticks of  the  Court  of  Spairiy  towards  which  a  few  great  Strokes 
arclufficicnt,  and  all  the  little  Trimmings  and  Niceties  of  an 
hiftorical  Abridgment  would  be  deftroying  a  Likcnc(s.  It  is 
indeed  very  true  th.U  theOwt-lines  are  only  marked,  and  that 
the  Piece  warns  iiuightening  and  even  Colour  ;  but  in  refpccl  to 
this,  we  muft:  be  excufcd,  where  in  Reality  we  are  rcftrained. 
Thcgreaidi:  Pdrt  of  this  Work  was  written  and  publi(hed  too, 
during  a  War,  wh«n  the  Noifc  of  Arms  rendered  the  Writci  left 
attentive  to  ctrtarn Scruples  ;  but  now  Peace  is  reftored  we  muft 
no  longer  cxprtfi  ourfi-'vcs  v/ith  fo  much  Freedom.  Wc  muft 
therefore  be  content  wiih  laying  Thiiutsdown  i n  general  Terms 
in  m.iny  Cafes,  and  leaving  them  to  the  Interpretation  of  the 
Ingenious^  Hcret(^fi  :e  we  have  been  wont  to  conduA  the 
Reader  to  his  Journey's  End  ;  and  if  wc  now  only  point  him 
Oiii  the  Road,  it  docs  not  arifc  cither  from  Wearincfs  or  want 
Oi  Civility,  but  bccaufc  we  cannot  travel  it  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner ;  for  ihu'  lie  may  ixirfue  the  Journey  very  effoSlually  in  his 
Rli;jd,   yet  if  wi:  do  it,  it  mufl  b^:  upon  Paper. 

But  we  are  r.ov/,  according  to  the  Method  that  hitherto  has 
been  follr^wtd,  to  fi>uak  of  thclntereftsof  this  Monarchy,  which 
we  fhall  do  in  fuch  a  Manner  as  will  in  a  great  xVleafure  remove 
every  Difficulty  that  m-glit  lie  in  the  Way  cf  deciding  with  Pro- 
bability on  the  future  Condudl  of  the  S'pamjh  Miniftcrs.  For 
if  the  real  Intcreils  of  the  Nuiion  be  thoroughly  explained,  it 
will  not  require  much  Penetration  to  difcern  whether  they  are 
purfucd.    It  mull  indeed  be  obfcrved,  that  this  decides  nothing 

with 
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with  refr.e£l  to  the  Abilities  of  Minifters  j  for  Men  may  pur* 
fue  wro'  g  Meafures  with  great  Skill  and  Adilrefe,  and  perhaps 
thofe  Siatefmen  have  acquired  the  hisheft  Charafters  in  that 
Capacity,  who  have  employed  their  Talents  to  none  of  tlie  beft 
Purpcfes.  In  fuch  Cafes  they  are  refponfible  who  give  tht  Bias  ; 
for  Princes  muft  be  ferved  in  the  Way  they  will  be  ferved,  tho' 
it  frequently  happens,  that  when  their  own  Inclinations  have 
brought  them  into  a  Labyrinth,  tliey  make  no  Scruple  of  ex- 
tricating themfelves  at  the  Expence  of  their  Servants,  a  id  fo  fa- 
crificc  the  Inftrument  to  the  Rcfcntment  of  thofc  who  are  hurt  by 
it,  v/ithout  confidering  where  the  Offence  r«Jly  lies,  cr  diftin- 
guiCiiiig  between  the  intention  of  giving  the  Wound,  and  the 
Hand,  which  from  a  Principle  of  Duty,  perhaps,  gave  it 

Yet  this,  as  it  is  the  common  Lot  of  Minifters,  tho'  it  is  juft 
in  one  Senfe  is  grievous  in  another ;  for  tho'  the  Viftims  to 
national  Fury  are  commonly  abandoned,  either  through  Want 
of  Courage,  or  Want  of  Gratitude,  yet  they  are  feldom  aban- 
doned to  any  Punifliment  greater  than  they  have  dcfervcd.  He 
who  to  gratify  his  Appetite  to  Profit,  Pomp,  or  Power,  under- 
takes to  do  what  either  he  does  not  well  confidcr,  or  which  well 
confidered  he  knows  ought  not  to  be  done,  gratifies  his  Paflions 
at  his  own  Rifle ;  and  tho'  when  he  feels  the  EfFt*(Sls  of  his  Ain- 
bition  or  his  Avarice,  he  may  with  fome  Rcafon  complain  of 
his  Mafter,  yet  he  cannot  with  the  leaft  Shadow  of  Equity  de- 
claim again  ft  that  Stroke  of  Juftice  which  fooner  or  later  may 
readi  him  from  the  Senfe  of  the  People.  The  moft  abfolute 
Princes  muft  have  their  CounfcUors  and  their  Minifters  ;  and  if 
thefe  make  their  Court,  either  by  faying  or  doing  Evil,  it  is  at 
their  Peril  ^  and  if  they  deceive  themfelves  with  the  Hope  that 
either  Things  will  laft  for  theirTimc,  or  that  they  fhall  be  able  to 
cover  themfelves  by  the  Authority  of  the  Prince  againft  the  juft 
Hate  of  his  Subjeds,  they  can  blame  nothing  but  tlieir  own 
Want  of  Forefight,  if  their  Expcdlations  fail  them. 

Inftanccs  of  both  kinds,  that  is  of  Minifters  prai  fed,  and  Mini- 
fters punifhcd,  occur  frequently  in  the  Spanijh  as  well  as  in 
other  Hiftories ;  but  it  may  mil  out  there,  as  well  as  eife- 
where,  that  Praifc  and  Puniihment  too  may  be  mifapplied  ; 
and  to  judge  of  this  rightly,  not  only  in  Times  paft,  but  likewife 
in  Times  to  come,^  we  muft  have  right  Apprchcnfions  of  that 
Rule,  which  can  alone  diftinguifli  in  fuch  Matters  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  wc  muft  know  what  are  the  true  Interefts  of  the  Nation^ 
and  what  thofe  Biafe  are,  to  which  Minifteis  are  liable  from 
tile  falfc  Notions  and  the  fidfe  Ijiterefts  of  the  Court  3  imd  thefp 

Z  3  may 
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may  he  very  fairly  and  fully  explained,  from  what  able  and  dit 
intcrcfted  Pens  have  written  before  us  upon  this  Subject. 

At  the  CoiicKifion  of  the  Peace  of  Utrecht j  when  the  Title 
of  Philip  V.  as  King  of  Spain  and  the  InSes  was  acknowledg- 
ed by  t.ij  high  Allie»j,  there  were  two  kinds  of  Securities  taken, 
for  preventing  thofc  mifchievous  Confequenccs,  which  were  but 
tocj  juftly  appreJiendcd  from  the  leaving  fuch  vaft  Dominion 
in  the  Kandb  of  the  younger  Branch  of  a  Family  already  be- 
come too  powerful,  and  too  formidable  in  refpe«£t  to^  tlic  reft  of 
Ettropc, 

The  fird  of  ihcfe  was  the  Renunciations  made  by  King 
Philips  and  the  Princes  of  his  Family,  to  the  Succeffion  of  titc 
Ctay^'w  oi  Frame  \i\  iiivcur  of  the  Houfe  of  Orleans \  and  the 
otiicr,  the  yii.ldin;!;G/ZT/7//rtr  and  tlielfland  of  Minorca  to  the 
Crown  c'f  Grcnt'B.'  iiain  in  the  Nature  of  Cautionary  Placet, 
or  Securities  for  the  Performance  of  wliat  was  ftipulated  by  that 

T'liis  was  then  held  neceflafy  on  both  Sides;  for  as  the 
Allies  very  juflly  dreaded  the  too  clofe  Conjunflion  of  the 
Crowns  of  Frcmce  and  Spain^  (o  tlic  Spivna^fU  themfllvc^  were 
very  fenfibleof  the  Inconvenient; i'.:b  refulting  from  their  Depen- 
dance  upon  that  Crown  ;  and  were  defirous  enough  of  being 
freed  from  them  for  th.e  prcfcnt,  and  fecurcd  aeainft  them  for 
the  future;  ana  all  this  very  plainly  appeared,  from  the  Readi- 
nefs  with  which  they  came,  into  giving  thofc  Renunciations  the 
mofl:  fulcnin  Sanclion,  that  it  was  in  their  Power,  as  a  Nation 
to  give. 

It  was  the  Intercft  alfo  of  the  Royal  Family,  the  Miniftr\', 

;d  tl:e  iVc;|)!o   oi  Spain^  to  have  adhered  rcligioufly  to  this 

Treaty,  and  lo  ha\  e  been  content  wiili  every  thing   that  \\'?s 

ftipulated  therein  and  thereby.     It   was  this  that    fecurcd  the 


a! 
n 


U';rc  UK  ciedit  and  Jborce  of  the  Kingdom;  and  it  was  this 
lhL;t  tiKiblcd  the  People  to  reap  the  Plc:-fures  and  Profit  of 
Fc::cc,  a:^d  the  Advatitiigcs  fecurcd  to  them  by  the  folePoflcflion 
cl  th.  Lifiies^  which  they  had  never  polTcffed'  in  fo  great  Tran- 
quillity hcibre. 

But  it  very  cjuichly  appeared,  that  as  clear  and  felf-evidcnt  as 
thcfj  ?.I::xims  v^crc,  they  had  no  great  Influence  on  any  of  the 
P.irfiv.s  concerned.  His  Catholick  Majcfty  was  entirely  o-overn- 
H  hy  his  (Grandfather  as  long  as  he  lived  ;  and  after  his  &eceafe 
he  turned  his  View:»  fo  thoroughly  toward  his  native  Country, 
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as  to  aA  in  a  Manner  equally  inconfiftent  with  the  Interefts  of 
his  Crown,  and  with  the  Treaties  by  which  he  had  acquired  it. 
His  Minillers  made  no  Difficulty  of  falling  into  his  Views  ;  and 
the  natural  Pride  and  Ambition  of  the  Spaniards  drew  them  to 
wiih  the  Recovery  of  their //f?//^;/  Dominions  at  leaft,  tho' the 
PoiTcflion  of  them  was  never  of  any  great  Service,  but  might  be 
c-ftccmed  rather  a  Burthen  to  them. 

After  the  King's  fecond  Marriage,  this  wrong  Turn  of  Poli- 
ticks began  to  difplay  itfelf  more  fuliy,  and  the  Spaniards  en- 
dcavoiiied  by  Force  of  Arms  to  vecovcr  S  id fy^  and  were  alfo  in- 
cii..cJ  toatthck  G/^^A^r.  This  forced  the  Maritime  Powers 
to  adhere  clofcly  to  the  Hoiifc  di  Aujlria^  and  to  take  fuch  Mea- 
fiircs  for  deftroyin^  the  naval  Strength  of  Spain^  as  could  only 
be  juftihed  by  that  Neccffity  upon  whicfi  they  were  plainly 
founded. 

By  the  AcceiHon  of  Spain  to  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  and 
the  Advantages  ftipulated  for  her  therein,  a  new  Opportunity 
was  offered  of  eftablifning  her  Peace  and  Profperity  upon  a  laftr 
inn;  Foundation  ;  and  it  looked  for  fomc  time  as  if  (he  in- 
tended it,  but  this  hifkd  not  long.  The  Vienna  Alliance  was 
contra£bcd  upon  ftilfc  Principles  ;  for  it  tended  to  deftroy  the 
Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe^  and  to  force  Gibraltar  ana  Aff- 
;/:;  i£7  out  of  the  Hands  o^  Great-Britain^  which  can  never  be 
tft'ectcd  by  War,  bccaufe  every  War  proves  the  Pofleflion 
</  them  ny  this  Crown  to  be  for  the  common  Benefit  of 
all  the  independent  Powers  in  Europe. 

From  that  Time  the  Sfuni/h  Miniftry  introduced  a  trim- 
inlng  kind  of  Politicks,  purfuing  fometimes  one  Scheme^ 
r;:njii:ncs  another ;  but  never  afFefting  that  Independency  and 
Care  of  their  own  Concerns,  which  can  alone  render  their  Peo- 
ple happy  at  Home,  and  their  i'ovver  rcfpe6ted  Abroad.  Yet 
it  is  ceiiain,  that  both  Alter  oni  and  Ripper  da  very  well  under* 
flood  the  Intereft  ot  Spain^  to  which  they  always  gave  the 
fecond  Place  in  their  political  Projects.  Happy  had  it  been  for 
themfelves,  the  Spaniards >^  and  all  the  reft  of  Europe^  if  they 
had  conftantly  given  it  the  firft  !  That  they  were  both  Fo- 
reigners, and  both  the  Sons  of  Fortune,  was  and  muft  be  their 
fole  Excufe. 

The  Ambition  of  the  two  firft  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of 
,  Auftria^  and  the  Inactivity  of  the  three  laft,  threw  the  Afl^irs 
of  the  Crown  of  Spain  mto  fuch  Diforder,  and  brought  the 
People  into  fiich  Indigence,  that  it  certainly  became  their  Inte- 
reft, at  leaft  for  the  Space  of  a  Century,  to  endeavour  at  rc- 
^-'ohng  their  Country,  recovering  their  Trade,  and  *■  ''  "^^t 

Z  4 


[  344  ] 

tfaeir  Conftitution  and  ancient  Government ;    for  dK  dkB6a% ' 

of  all  wiiicli,  they  hud  every  Means  and  every  Opportunity 
they  could  wifli,  and  many  more  than  tlicy  had  any  juft  Ra- 
ion  to  cxpcft. 

Th'.y  ou^lit  therefore  to  have  laid  afide  all  Thoi^hts  of 
rccc\ •  r:n  thi  i'-  Domi':i.\.  !'■  lirly,  fincc  the'  they  ferved  weS 
enou^j:h  :o  enrich  particj'..r  Families,  fcnt  thither  in  Quality 
of  Vict-Rovs,  or  other  high  Officers,  yet  to  the  Nation  they 
were  hiir.he  ifomc,  as  requiring  a  much  greater  Expenceto 
prc'^-iw  and  dcfcr.d  them,  than  iliofe  or  any  other  Advantage 
accru'nfi:  to  private  Fcrfons  could  ballancc  in  any  Degree,  b 
was  of  no  lefs  Confequencc  lor  them  to  promote  their  Conir 
Kierce  in  the  J Veji- Indies^  wiiich  if  duly  attended  to,  would 
mo  ft  certainly  liave  produce  .1  the  Means  of  fetting  up  ufdul 
arni  v;duablc  M;mufaftures  at  Home,  and  thereby  brought 
fiic'i  immcnfe  Trcafurcs  into  Old  Spain^  as  would  foon 
have  cnabltd  tlicm  to  have  recovered  all  their  paft  Lcilcs,  and 
to  have  put  every  Fortrcis  in  the  Kingdom,  as  well  as  their 
N.r.y,  info  a  prop:;r  Srnto  of  DeferiCC. 

Bur  if  the  ^panijh  Punto,  and  the  Honour  that  \%  the 
Humour  of  the  Nation,  was  to  be  preferred  to  all  Things,  and 
thii  i^omiiiiojiii  torn  frc^ni  their  Crown  by  the  laft  War 
recovered  at  any  Rate,  IHil  it  v/as  their  Intereft  rdigioufly  to 
have  (ihfcrvtd  the  Peace  of  Utrecht^  and  above  all  things  to 
}  ?.v:^  courted  the  Friendlhip  of  the  Maritime  Powers.  The 
^.tay:f::>  Prudence  in  former  Times  was  wont  to  gain,  rather 
vw-n  lofj  by  Delay ,  and  if  liie  King  and  his  Miniftcrs  in- 
frcr/l  of  takino:  the  Steps  they  did,  had  ftcadily  adhered  to 
the  Faitli  of  7>eaties,  they  might  have  found  Opportunities 
even  without  Bloodftied,  ;u)d  at  a  very  trivial  Expence  in 
Comiv.iiibn  of  what  it  has  coft  them  fmce,  to  have  carried  all 
their  J  pints. 

If  iS/-.?/;;  had  been  abfolutcly  detached  from,  and  no  way  depen- 
dent upon  FrciKie^  her  Power  would  not  have  been  the  Object 
c;f  Lnvy  to  the  reft  of  Europe  ;  and  the  Eftablifhmcnt  of  tht 
you n^::er  Princes  of  her  Family  in  Italy  might  have  been  pro- 
ny'tjJ,  inilcad  of  being  fo  vigoroufly  oppofed  by  certain 
Pv.tcn:::tcs,  that  do  not  acl  either  from  Ambition  or  Ca- 
I'.ice,  but  are  influenced  purely  by  Motives  of  Self-Prc- 
flrvation,  and  a  juft  Re!:r.rd  tor  the  Maintenance  of  that 
Commerce,  that  is  and  mull  be  the  Bafis  of  their  Power. 

Spain  and  die  Indies  mny  be  confuler'd  as  two  great  Empires 

under  the  Dominion  of  one  Monarch,  and  the  Happineis  of 

'ly)th  depends  upon  a  reciprocal    Regard  for  the  Wcliare  of 

each 
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cadi  other.  To  pK&rve  her  jtmtrican  Dominions,  and  tm 
reap  the  utmoft  Profits  from  them,  it  is  the  Bufmefs  of  Spain 
at  all  Events  to  maintain  Peace,  at  leaft  till  ihe  has  recover'd 
fuch  a  maritime  Force  as  will  enable  her  to  fend  Supplies,  and 
to  bring  Home  her  Galleons  in  fpite  of  any  Power  with  whom 
Ihe  is  at  War. 

On  the  other  Hand,  the  Spanijh  Government  in  the  Jndies 
might  be  put  under  fuch  a  Regulation,  as  to  make  ail  her  Sub- 
jects there  infinitely  more  eafy  and  happy  than  they  could  be 
under  any  other  Crown  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  procure  from 
them  all  the  Advantages  that  cither  the  Government  or  the 
Spanijh  Nation  could  reafonably  cxpeA ;  and  this  too,  not  only 
without  the  Envy,  but  with  the  entire  SatisfadHon  of  moft  of 
the  Kingdoms  and  States  of  Europr^  who  have  verj'  near  as 
great  an  Interefl  in  prtferving  the  PofTefiion  of  the  Indies  to 
Spain,  as  Spain  itfelf. 

But  then  it  is  both  reafonable  and  ncceflary,  that  on  the 
one  Hand  the  Spaniards  ihould  endeavour  to  make  the  rnofl 
of  their  Plantations,  and  not  fufl'er  them  by  mere  Negligence  to 
fall  to  Ruin  and  Decay  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  they 
fliould  punftually  fulfill  their  Engagements,  and  allow  certain 
reafonable  Advantages  inTrade  to  their  ancient,  natural  and  ufeful 
Allies.  Thefc  Maxims  once  made  the  Ruleof  tlieirCondudV,  their 
own  Commerce  would  revive,  and  of  courfe  become  daily  more 
extenfive  and  more  profitable,  their  American  Dominions  reco- 
ver their  former  Luflre  and  Profperity,  and  the  Pfcwcr  of  Old 
Spain  rife  as  high  as  ever  it  flood  in  the  Days  of  the  Empe- 
ror Charles  V.  No  wonder  therefore,  if  the  Purfuit  of  con- 
trary Meafures  produce  contrary  EfFedls. 

As  to  the  Interefl  of  Spain  with  regard  to  her  Neighbours, 
without  doubt  it  confifb  in  maintaining  a  fair  Correfpondencc 
with  them,  without  forming  any  Pretenfions  on  their  Terri- 
tories. Her  Differences  with  France  are  now  cxtinguifhed, 
and  as  (he  has  Reafon  to  look  upon  that  as  an  Advantage,  fo 
it  is  a  natural  Motive  to  Peace  and  good  Neighbourhood,  that 
they  are  governed  by  Monarchs  of  the  fame  filood  ;  but  at  the 
fame  time,  a  King  of  Spain  ought  to  confider,  that  he  owes  it 
to  his  own  Dignity,  and  to  the  unfhaken  Loyalty  of  his  Sub- 
jedb,  to  govern  them  as  their  own  Monarch,  wot  as  the  Sub- 
flitute  or  Deputy  of  another  Prince. 

He  ought  to  confider  this  as  the  Error  chiefly  to  be  guarded 
againflin  his  Government,  becaufe  there  is  none  that  he  can 
commit  will  be  attended  with  fo  bad  Confequences,  inafmuch 
as  it  cannot  foil  of  creating   Jealoufies  and   UneafmefTes  at 
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Homeiat  the  fame  time  that  it  finks  his  Credit,  and  dilpofa 
other  States  to  be  his  Enemies  abroad.  Befides,  in  point  of 
Trade,  and  even  of  Dominion,  the  French  alone  can  have 
Views  upon  him,  as  appears  by  their  Attempts  to  trade  direSIr 
to  the  Sotah-Seas,  and  to  obtain  the  entire  Dominion  of  Hih 
paniola  i  which  whenever  they  acquire,  the  Spanijh  Xcrritorics 
in  America  will  be  at  their  Mercy. 

In  regard  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujhiaj  the  great  Caufe  of  Dif- 
pute  has  been  the  Italian  Dominions  ;  and  evident  it  is,  that 
this  Spirit  of  Difputing  is  the  £fFc£l  of  Italian  Counfels,  which 
we  have  too  great  Reafon  to  fear  will  influence  that  CciiTt 
for  a  long  Series  of  Years  to  come;  unlcfs  fome  Spamjh 
Minifter  of  true  Genius  fhould  arifc,  and  convince  his  Maftcr 
of  the  Neceffity  of  fetting  Bounds  to  that  Spirit.  This  alone 
can  contribute  to  the  Peace  and  Grandeur  of  Spain^  to  the 
Quiet  and  Safety  of  Italy^  and  to  the  general  Tranquillity  of 
all  the  reft  of  Europe. 

To  the  Grandeur  of  Spain^  by  keeping  her  out  of  thofc 
tedious  and  deftruftive  Wars  that  exhauft  her  People,  which 
(he  can  fo  ill  fpare,  and  her  Treafures  already  brought  very 
low.  To  the  Welfare  of  Italy y  by  maintaining  the  BaTlancc  of 
Power,  which  is  cfl'cntially  necefiary  to  tlie  fevcral  States  of 
that  Country,  and  which  can  never  be  fubvcrted,  if  the  tspa- 
niards  would  iiit  with  Moderation,  and  coiifult  their  true  in- 
tereil  in  this  parcicular.  To  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe^  all  the 
Powers  of  which  are  fo  much  concerned  both  by  Intcreft  and 
Treaty,  in  the  Prefervation  of  the  Syftcm  in  that  Countr}*,  that 
it  is  impoffible  for  them  to  fufFer  any  Variation  v  ithout  hav- 
ing rccourfo  to  Arniv,  in  order  to  fet  the  Balance  right 
again. 

In  rcfLTcncc  to  Portugal^  it  h  certainly  the  Jntcp^ft  of 
Spa':7i  to  live  well  with  her,  and  in  the  clofell  Correfpondcnce 
poifible  ;  hccaull*  though  that  Power  can  be  no  formidable 
Enemy  by  herfdf,  yef  in  cafe  the  Ei^cniics  of  this  Crown  ent'.r 
into  a  Confederacy  agiiirift  Spain^  fhe  is  able  to  aivc  her  more 
Uneafinefs  than  any  other  Potentate  ;  as  appeared  plainly  in  the 
lafi  jreneral  War,  wbc-n  the  Allies  became  once  Matters  of 
Mfi'hiciy  purely  by  beir^g  ci;ir:iged  in  Tieaty  with  the  Pcrtu- 
guefe, 

it  miiO  indeed  be  owned,  tliat  the  Situation  of  Portugal  is 
fuch  as  mull  naturally  ti^nipt  an  ambitious  Prince  on  the 
Throne  of  Spain  to  afpirc  to  the  Conqueft  of  it;    yet  even 

.ibitiou-^  Princes,  if  they  are  wifL',  will  wei..'h  the  Rifk  they 
e  Advaiitagvi  they  icek  j  and  it  will  fcarcc  ever 
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happen,  that  a  Spamfl>  Monarch  fhall  find  himfdf  in  fuch  % 
Situation,  as  to  be  able  to  undertake  the  Conqueft  of  Portugal^ 
without  running  the  Hazard  of  bringing  tne  War  into  the 
Heart  of  his  own  Dominions ;  which  is  fuch  a  Hazard,  as  cer- 
tainly no  prudent  Prince  will  run,  for  the  Sake  of  any  Advan- 
tage whatever^  even  if  it  were  not,  as  in  this  Cafe  it  muft  bc^ 
attended  with  the  moft  maiiifeft  and  flagrant  Injuftice. 

The  Emperor  of  Morocco^  and  the  Piratical  States  of  Barbary^ 
have  always  been  confidcrcd  as  hereditary  Enemies  of  the 
Crown  of  Spaiv^  and  perhaps  they  are  the  only  Enemies  againft 
whom  the  Spaimards  can  exert  their  Force  ;  and  that  compa- 
tible with  the  Circumftances  of  thtir  Affairs  at  Home,  agreeable 
to  their  own  Iiitcrcit,  and  without  exciting  the  Jealoufy  of 
their  Neighbours.  The  Crown  of  Spain  is  already  in  pofldlioa 
of  Cruta^  Ora>:y:ii\d  fome  other  Fortrefles  upon  that  CoaA,  which  . 
fhc  huii  hitherto  found  it  difficult  to  prclerve ;  and  though  flic 
iias  made  frequent  Attempts,  yet  has  (he  never  been  able  to  aiake 
any  confidcrable  Addition  to  her  Conquefts. 

It  may  perhaps  be  hercui  •  er  in  her  Power  to  do  fomethiw 
more  confidcrable  on  this  Side ;  but  in  all  human  Probability, 
it  this  is  ever  done,  it  muft  be  by  a  Naval  Force,  in  which 
as  fhe  would  meet  v/ith  no  Oppofition  from  any  of  the  Ett" 
ropean  Powers,  fo  flie  might  hope  for  the  Ailiftanceof  P^r/fr- 
gal  and  the  Italian  States  \  and  any  Impreflions  flie  could  make 
on  that  Side,  woidd  certainly  anfwer  valuable  Purpofes,  and 
particularly  the  fecuring  her  Coafts,  the  preferving  her  Com- 
merce, and  the  reviving  the  Reputation  of  the  Spanijh  Navj, 
which  for  a  Century  paft  has  been  almoft  as  low,  as  for 
the  Century  prccccding  it  was  both  formidable  and  famous. 

The  Face  of  Affairs  in  Spain  has  been  greatly  changed  by 
the  Acceffion  of  the  pi;efent  Family  to  the  Throne,  who  with- 
out doubt  reaped  vaft  Advantages  from  the  prodigious  Efforts 
made  in  their  iiwour  by  the  Frenchy  who  yet  made  thofe  Efforts 
in  favour  of  a  younger  Branch  of  their  own  Ropl  Family, 
and  not  as  the  Natural  or  even  Political  Allies  of  the  Spamjh 
Nation ;  and  it  is  certain  that  they  have  been  very  well  paid 
for  it  fmce.  But  the  Condition  to  which  Spain  was  reduced 
both  in  Europe  and  America^  at  the  Time  of  the  Death  of 
CharUs  II.  is  a  Proof  that  there  cannot  be  a  greater  Mif- 
fortune  to  any  People,  than  for  their  Princes  ever  to  enter- 
tain Thoughts  of  univerfal  Monarchy,  whether  by  aftually 
fubduing,  or  by  maintaining  a  general  Influence  over  other 
Nations  s   for  the  former  Method  will  in&llibly  leave  them 
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without  Men,  as  the  latter  muft  neceflarily  leave  them  vrii^ 
out  Money. 

Indeed  Spam  at  that  Time  was  left  without  either;  thof 
v/grc  not  in  the  important  Fortrcfs  of  Gibraltar^  tv.'cnty  Pieces 
of  Cannon  fit  for  Service  ;  and  the  Garrifon  did  not  confift 
of  One  Hundred  efFecSive  Men ;  yet  in  all  Probability  it  was 
not  in  a  worfe  Condition  than  the  reft.  In  Ihort,  at  that 
Tims  the  Nation  was  quite  cxhauftcd  ;  and  if  the  Duke  of 
jifijou  iiad  not  fucceeded  by  the  King  of  Spair^s  Will,  Frame 
muft  vcr)'  probably  have  encreafcd  her  Power  and  Dominions  bjr 
the  Conqucft  of  a  coiifidcrable  Part  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy. 
'J'Jiis  ought  to  prove  a  Leflbn,  even  to  that  ambitious  Na- 
tion ;  Her  People  cannot  always  hold  out,  her  Trcafures  muft 
be  fomc  time  or  other  quite  drairicd  ;  and  if  in  fuch  a  Situa- 
tion they  fliou'd  have  cither  a  weak  Prince  on  the  Throne, 
or  a  long  Minorit)',  v.'c  miiiht  fee  France  in  as  low  a  Condi- 
tion as  Spa'm  was  in  at  the  Death  of  Charles  the  Second  ;  for 
the  fame  Caufes  will  every  where  produce  the  fame  EfiVcSls. 

Before  the  Spantjh  Princes  were  infefted  with  this  Spirit  of 
univerfol  Rule,  we  find  Ferdinand  the  Catholick,  with  an 
Army  of  twenty  Thoufand  Horfe,  and  fifty  Thoufand  Fo^t, 
before  the  City  of  Grenada^  when  that  Kingdom  was  under 
the  Moors^  and  when  Arragon  refufed  to  take  any  Share  In 
the  Quarrel.  This  fliows  how  powerful  Cajllle  was  Ix-fcrc 
the  Addition  of  fo  many  Kingdoms  and  Provinces,  and  L-jforc 
America  was  difcovered.  Yet  it  would  be  vcrv  rafti  to  concl'jdc 
from  thence,  that  Spain  has  been  ruined  barely  by  Accef- 
fion  of  Territory,  and  by  her  fending  Colonies  to  the  JVejU 
Indies,  When  fhe  acquired  the  form-T,  they  were  well 
Peopled  ;  and  fhe  has  been  fully  paid  in  every  Refpcft  {k\t 
all  the  txpcnces  Ihc  has  been  at  about  tlw  h;ttcr.  The  true  De- 
dudlion  is  this,  that  vaft  Territories  and  immenfc  Treafurcs 
cannot  focurc  a  Nation  from  fcelinq;  w*Uit  of  Strenjrth,  and  fuik- 
ing  iailo  downright  Beggar}',  if  (he  is  governed  by  weak 
and  ambitious  Counfcls. 

In  the  midft  of  all  her  Grandeur,  the  Spanijh  Territories 
were  ftparatcd  at  a  vaft  Diftance  one  from  another  :  If  fte 
had  maintained  a  conftant  Peace,  and  liad  lived  in  Harmony 
with  her  Neighbours,  flie  migb.t  h:i\  e  kept  them  all,  for  no 
fingle  Power  durft  to  liave  attacked  iicr.  Inikad  of  this,  (he 
graij^ed  at  all,  made  \V;-,r  on  cvi :  y  Side,  arvi  forced  tlioi'c  flic 
injured  to  make  themlelves  in^th  rich  and  powerful,  by  con- 
•ributijig  to  her  Ruin.  It  was  the  Ambition  and  Injuftice  of 
Spain    Uut   raifed  up  the  Maritime  Pov.'crs,    as  it  was  the 
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Ambition  and  Injuftice  of  Spain  that  loft  her  many  of  her 
Dominions,  and  exhaufted  the  reft.     Thcfe  are  very  wcigh^ 
political  Reflections;    and  by    attending  to  them,    we  maU 
come  to  conceive  clearly  both  of  hct  paft  and  prefent  Con- 
dition.    In  reference  to  the  former,  we  have  faid    enough  ; 
in  refpeft  to  the  latter  we  (hall  obferve,  that  as  flie  has  ftill 
great  Advantages,  fo  fhe  ftill  labours  imdcr  fome  Inconveniencies 
It  is,  or  at  leaft  it  might  be,  a  great  Advantage  to  Spain^ 
that  {he  alone  of    all  the  European  Powers    pofiefles  Domi* 
nions  both  in  the  Eaft  and   fVeJi-IndieSy    that  have  a  direA 
and    immediate    Correfpondence   with    each  other.      If   this 
were    properly  attended  to  and  improved,  (he  might  raife  her 
Revenues  much  higher  than  k  is  poffible  under  their  prefent 
Circumftances  for  any  other  Power  to  do.      She  might,  by- 
encouraging  her  Commerce,   fucceed  in  a  great  Meafure  to 
that  Share    in  tlie  Eajl-India  Trade,  which    Venice  has  loft 
fuice  the  Difcovcry  of  the  PaflTage  of  the  Cape  of  Good-Hapei 
for  by  tranfporting  the  Commodities  of  the  EaJi-InMes   to 
Acapulcho^  and  from  thence  to  Vera   Cruz    over    Land,   flic 
migiit  bring   them  from  thence  into  Spain  by  her  Galleons, 
at  as  cheap  a  Rate,  and   in  as  Jhort  a  Time,  as  the  EngUJh 
or  Dutch  \  more  efpecially  if  flie  allowed  her  Subjeds  either 
in    tlie    Eajl  or    JVeJi-Indics^   an  open  imreftrained  Naviga- 
tion. 

It  is  true,  that  as  Things  ftand  at  prefent,  the  PhiUppinei 
do  not  yield  any  confiderable  Profit  to  the  Spaniards  \  but 
this  is  entirely  their  own  Fault  j  fmce  if  we  confider  the 
Situation  of  chofe  Ifiands,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  they  might 
esfily  come  in  for  a  very  large  Share  of  the  Commerce  of 
the  EaJi'IndieSy  or  at  leaft  for  the  moft  valuable  Part  of  it. 
Some  Correfpondence  they  have  already  with  China^  and 
might  have  a  greater  j  no  Country  lies  fo  conveniently  a$ 
they  do  for  the  Trade  o(  Japan \  and  there  is  nothing  want- 
ing to  put  them  in  Poflcffion  of  all  this,  but  withdrawing 
tliofe  Reftraints  that  arc  laid  upon  their  Subjefls  in  the  Eaji-- 
Jndiesy  and  adding  another  Galleon  to  carry  the  Produce  of 
their  Trade  to  Aiexico,  The  fame  Advantage  might  be 
reaped  by  rendering  Vera  Cruz,  the  Havannah,  or  even  But^ 
nos  Ay^s  a  fr',e  Port  to  their  ownSubje<Sb;  for  this  would 
draw  fuch  a  Trade  thither,  as  would  make  the  Intercourfe 
between  the  two  Indies  before-mentioned  both  pra«Stical  and 
cafy  in  a  fliort  Time. 

This  would    be  more  advantageous    to  Spain  \  becaufe  it 
yirould  give  little  or  no  Umbrage  to  foreign  Nations  \   they 
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would  carry  on  their  Trade  to  Old  Spain  as  thejr  do  at  pre^ 
fent ;  it  would  occafion  a  greater  Vent  for  their  Commodi- 
ties and  Manufadiiires,  and  confequcntly  it  would  ftill  make 
it  more  their  Intcrell:  to  niantain  and  fupport  the  Spaniardi 
in  thcfc  Pofleffioiis.  It  might  alfo,  at  knill  in  Time,  rdiore 
fome  of  their  decayed  Plantation \.  As  for  Exainple,  if  the 
Htri;anf:ah  was  made  the  Staple  of  fuch  a  Trade,  for  which 
it  lies  vcrj'  cc.nvcnicntly,  this  would  not  only  prove  highly  be- 
neficial to'  the  Ifland  of  Cuba^  but  would  revive  the  Induftry 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  Hifpaniola  and  Porto  Rico  ;  and  though 
it  is  very  probable,  that  the  Englifn  and  Dutch  might  come 
in  for  a  Share  by  nn  illicit  Trade,  wliich  is  one  of  the  In- 
conveniences to  which  Spain  will  be  always  cxpof<^  ;  yet 
even  this  would  be  ballanccd  by  the  additional  Concern, 
that  both  the  Englijh  and  Dutch  would  have  in  prefcrving  to 
the  Spaniards  what  produced  tho'  in  a  clandeftine  way,  an  im- 
mediate and  confiderable  Gain  to  themfelves. 

Bcfides  thefe  Advantages  abroad,  they  have  alfo  others  at 
HonK*,  by  which  I  mean  in  Europe ;  for  as  they  have  no  long- 
er any  Provinces  in  Flanders^  they  are  wholly  exempt  from  aJl 
the  Trouble  and  Expence,  which  was  entailed  upon  them  by 
thofe  Provinces  while  in  their  Poflellion.  They  are  alio 
Gainers,  or  might  be  Gainers,  by  the  Change  of  AiFaiis  in 
Ital'j^  v/hcre,  as  Things  now  ftand,  diftinct  Principalities  in 
the  Hands  of  Defccndants  from  the  Crown  of  Spainj  may 
be  as  advantageous  as  Provinces  annexed  to  the  Kingdom, 
and  be  fupported  at  much  lefs  Expence  ;  indeed  without  any 
Expence  at  ail,  if  thefe  Princes  purfue  only  their  own  lu- 
te rcfts,  remain  well-affedled  to  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  ftafy^ 
and  maintain  a  fair  Corrcfpondence  with  their  Neighbours, 
who  will  be  always  willing  to  live  upon  the  beft  Terms 
imaginable  with  them.  Another  great  Advantage  is  their 
being  free  from  any  Apprehenfions  on  the  Side  of  France  i 
t  >  which  we  may  add,  their  having  it  abfolutely  in  their  own 
Power  to  be  as  free  from  Danger  on  the  Side  of  the  Houfe 
of  Aujlria-y  for  without  Allies  {he  has  not  the  Power  of 
hurting  them ;  and  if  Spain  will  be  content  with  minding 
her  own  Bulinefs,  the  Allies  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  would 
become  hers.  All  thefe  Advantages  are  fo  clear,  that  we 
need  fpend  no  more  Time  about  them. 

The  Inconveniences  that  Spain  labours  under,  are  chiefly 
thofe  which  fhe  has  brought  upon  herfelf.  The  firft  of  thcfe^ 
is  the  Want  rf  People,  which  is  the  Reafon  that  both  the  in- 
land and^eign  Trade  is  in  a  great  Mcafure  driven  by  Stran* 
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gets,  of  which  alfo  for  the  moft  part  her  Annies  are  com^ 
pofed.  Another  great  Inconveniency  which  refults  torn 
this,  is  the  Poverty  of  their  Countiy,  which  is  not  occa- 
fioned  by  its  Barrennels,  but  from  the  Want  of  CultivatioiL 
A  third  Inconvenience  is  the  exceffive  Number  and  unpro- 
|K)rtionablc  Wealth  of  the  Ecclefiafticks,  fecular  and  regu- 
lar ;  of  which,  as  great  Bigots  as  this  Nation  have  been  al- 
ways hdd,  they  are  now  become  very  fcnfible,  and  would 
willingly  find  a  Remedy  for  it  if  they  could.  Their  late 
Plenipotentiary  at  Breda^  Mr.  Macanas^  projcfted  futh  a 
Remedy,  which  though  it  was  not  received  in  the  late  Reign, 
may  be  fome  time  or  other  accepted,  and  could  not  but  be 
attended  with  very  happy  EfFe£b. 

But  after  aU,  the  capital  and  moft  dangerous  Inconvenience  is 
their  Court's  not  being  governed  by  Spanijh  Counfcls  j  for  all 
true  Politicians  will  aeree,  that  there  is  no  Curfe  can  be  fo 
heavy  upon  a  People,  as  to  be  made  Tools  and  Beafts  of 
Burthen  to  any  other  People.  For  the  firft  twenty  Years 
after .  the  Acceflion  of  the  late  King  Philips  Spain  was  in 
efFc(ft  no  better  than  a  Province  to  France ;  and  her  Condi- 
tion for  more  than  twenty  Years  fince  that,  has  been  much 
worfe;  ihe  is  become  a  rrovince  to  thofe  which  (he  takes 
for  her  own  Provinces,  I  mean  the  Italian  Dominions;  for 
which  flie  has  already  paid  ten  times  more  than  they  are 
worth,  and  has  alfo  remained  under  a  Dependence  on 
Frame  for  the  greateft  part  of  that  Time.  In  fliort,  the 
Qi^iccn  Dowager  governed  the  King,  and  by  fo  doing  go- 
verned Spainy  with  a  View  only  to  the  Intcrcft  of  Italy  i 
?in(\  this  Paffion  was  fo  ftrong  in  her,  that  all  the  Kingdoms 
and  Provinces  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  have  been  exhaufted^ 
hi  ^gared,  and  facrificcd  to  the  Love  fhe  has  to  her  own  little 
Dutchies  of  Parma  and  Placentia, 

Whenever  this  Inconveniency  is  taken  away,  the  reft  will  be 
eafily  removed :  Spain  will  then  become  an  independent  and 
powerful  Kingdom  :  France^  inftead  of  giving  Laws  to,  muft 
court  her ;  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  would  fee  her  flourifh  with- 
ont  Envy ;  and  the  Maritime  Powers,  inftead  of  regarding  her 
as  an  Enemy,  would  behold  her  in  the  amiable  Light  of  their 
Benefoftor,  and  their  Friend.  All  this  (he  may  be,  and  that 
foon  3  and  if  fhe  will  not  be  this,  it  cannot  be  long  before  fhe 
is  totally  undone.  For  fuch  muft  be  the  Fate  fooner  or  later 
of  all  Nations,  that  are  obftinately  bent  upon  purfuing  Mea- 
fures  diametrically  oppofite  to  their  own  Interefts.  Political  Con* 
fiitutions  are  indeed  ftrpnger  than  Natural  Ones,  but,*  like  them, 
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if  they  are  eontiiiually  hanaiTed,  they  will  at  laft  be  Aoft  ta* 

certainly  wore  out. 

It  may  be  indeed  ol)jc<flcd,  and  furely  it  concerns  the  modern 
Politician  to  confidcr  the  Objc£lion,  that  fince  the  Conolufioa 
of  the  W^ir  the  Affairs  of  Spain  are  much  altered,  her  Power  on 
the  Cc  I'iciiii.nt  is  augmented,  an  immcnfe  Treafure  has  poured 
in  fron*.  t!iC  hidics-y  and  when  once  her  Marine  (ball  be  reftor- 
cd,  flic  niiiy  piifs  lor  one  of  the  moft  formidable  Powers  io 
Europe,  li  i^  fiutlKT  dill  inftnuated  by  fuch  as  make  this  Ob- 
ic6tion,  that  whatever  Weaknefs  there  might  be  in  the  PoK- 
ticks  of  Syihi  in  attaching  herfclf  fo  dofcly  heretofore  to  the 
Intcreil  of  Frcmce^  tlitrc  may  poflibly  fome  certain  Event  fall 
out,  which  will  niukc  a  full  Amends  for  all  this  ;  and  which 
is  more,  may  make  the  Continuance  of  the  fame  Meafurcs 
pafs  for  fiiund  Policy  even  in  the  Opinion  of  the  be  ft  Judges. 

But  in  anfwcr  to  this  Objcdlion  we  muft  obfervc,  that  it  is 
founded  in  a  DiflindHon  between  the  Interefts  of  tJie  Cro^^n, 
or  rather  the  Interefts  of  the  Royal  Family,  and  the  Interdb 
of  the  Nation,  which  is  a  Diftindtion  that  ought  never  to  be 
made,  which  notwithftandin^  has  been  too  often  made;  andto 
which  the  Intcrcfls  of  many  Nations,  but  of  none  fo  remark- 
ably as  this,  have  been  faciificed.  We  therefore  maintain, 
that  allowing  all  that  is  contended  for  in  the  Objection  ihould 
ijqipen,  it  would  never  alter  the  Nature  of  Things,  or  juftify 
th.it  new  and  ilrange  Method  of  governing,  which  (acrificcs 
I.ntj'.  .'is  natural  and  permanent,  to  thofe  which  are  temporary 
V  iiv  an  J  ^lu^:UlatinL^  In  (hort,  we  affirm  that  the  Acceffions  of 
Territory  nv.ide  by  the  two  laft  Wars  can  be  rendered  beneficial 
only  iiy  purfuing  the  Principles  before  laid  down  ;  and  that 
tl^e  real  Strength,  Grandeur,  and  Profperity  of  the  Spanijh 
Crown  muft  be  the  Work  of  Peace ;  and  of  that  mild,  juft, 
and  cquitai^l'*  Government,  to  which  hisprefent  CatholickMa- 
jolty  Kiii'i;  Fcrdhijjid  the  Sixth  is  naturally  inclined  j  and  for 
the  Truth  of  this  we  appeal  to  Time  and  the  Judgment  of 
Poftcrity. 

We  arc  next  to  fpcak  of  that  Kingdom,  which  was  once 
but  a  Province  r)f  the  Spamjh  Monarchy,  which  of  all  the  Ac- 
ceffions of  Territory  fhe  ever  made,  it  mofl  imported  her  {o 
have  kept,  becaufe  the  keeping  of  it  would  have  added  Luflre 
to  the  Crown,  and  Strength  to  the  Nation.  An  Acquifition 
made  by  one  of  the  wifeft  Princes  that  ever  fat  on  the  Spamjh 
Throne,  an  Acquifition,  the  Importance  of  which  was  tho- 
roughly known,  and  an  Acquifition  which  never  could  have 
been  loft,  but  from  thofe  Errors  in  Government  which  we 
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liave  before  laboured  to  (hew,  ought  of  all  others  to  be  ex« 
ploded.  Thofe  -ambitious  and  all-grafping  Meafures  weakened 
the  Power  of  S/Hiin  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  Portugal  of  a  Pro- 
▼ince  became  once  more  a  Kingdom;  and  tho'  hafraflcd, 
weakened,  exhaufted,  while  under  the  Dominion  of  Spahj  re- 
tained ftill  Strength  enough  to  refume,  defend,  and  eftablift 
its  Independency ;  and  is  at  prtfent  in  fuch  a  Condition  as  to  de- 
fend the  higheft  Regard  from  its  potent  Neighbour,  to  whom  it 
may  be  always  a  moft  ufeful  Ally ;  and  to  whom,  how  much 
inferior  foever  in  Power,  it  is  capable  of  being  the  moft  dan* 
gerous  Enemy. 


*« 


CHAP.     Xli. 

U'be  advantageous  Situation^  modern  Hi ftory^  pre^ 
fent  i>tate^  political  Intere/is  and  Connections,  of 

the  Kingdom  (p/'Portugal,  Jince  the  Acceffion 

of  the  Houfe  of  BRAGAN9A,  with  Jome  Re^ 
feSlions  on    (he    Pojfibility    of    revivi?ig     the 

Portuguefe   Inter  eft  in  the  East-Indies,  and 

their  Naval  Power  in  Europe. 

IN  order  to  give  the  Reader  a  diftinft  Notion  of  the  prefent 
State  and  Condition  of  the  Portugucjc  Nation,  it  is  neceflary 
to  fay  fomewhat  of  the  Situation  of  their  Country,  which  is  very 
pleafantly  extended  on  the  Coaft  of  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  about 
three  hundred  Miles,  or  fomewhat  more  in  Length,  from 
South  to  North,  but  fcarce  any  where  one  hundred  Miles  in 
Breadth  from  Weft  to  Eaft.  The  Climate  is  very  fine,  and 
the  Air  eftecmed  as  wholefome  as  any  in  Europe,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  lies  fo  far  South,  tl\e  great  Heats  being  commonly 
tempered  by  the  Sea  Brecte.  As  for  the  Soil,  it  would  be  every 
where  extremely  rich  and  fruitful,  if  the  greatcft  Part  of  the 
Country  were  not  mountainous;  but  notwithftanding  this, 
they  have,  confidering  the  Quantity  of  arable  Land,  a  great 
deal  of  excellent  Corn  in  the  Vallies ;  the  Sides  of  the  Hills 
produce  in  great  Plenty  the  richcft  Fruits  j  and  from  the  Bowels 
of  the  £ar£  they  dig  almoft  all  Sorts  of  Metals,  Goid  and 
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Silver  not  cxduddf ;  of  the  hft  meoAetM  jim  mn 
to  have  the  richeft  Mine  in  Europe^  which  b  tmt  of  Gmmd 
iana^  for  this  yidds  one  Year  widi  another^  Sil«!cr  to  ^  Va> 
luc  of  two  hundred  diou£uid  Pounds.  T1iere:«ie  aUb  tkppe 
great  Rivers,  that  after  watering  ^eafdyaoentFroviaccSyCnif^ 
themfehres  into  the  Sea  in  this  Country,  miu-die  J>mr^  lb 
Tajo,  2nd  the  Guadiana* 

After  diis  EMcription,  theReader  will  eafify  bdicm  dtft  6r 
Its  Size  this  Kingdom  is  much  more  fo^ioim  Aajk- Sf^t 
and  the  Inhabitants  alfo  beyond  comparifiaei  liftOiO  lodiiftrioHii 
Some  Writers  would  periiiacK  us,  that  the  Pirimnrnfi  aie  gp- 
nerally  fpeaking  a  vety  corrupt  and  bad  Sort  ocr60|de;  ac- 
cording to  the  common  Proverb,  ^  Tdkc  ^  Sfammrd,  ttriphiffl 
*^  of  his  TOod  Qualities,  whidi  are  but  few,  aynd  foa  mab 
*<  him  a  Fortugtiife"  Thde  kind  of  national  Rdicftkins  aic^ 
generally  fpeaking,  as  ill-founded  as  they  aire  itt-tta&ired,  and 
ought  never  to  oe  repeated  but  with  a  View.  tQ-rdbCethflnk 
In  their  Diicoveries,  whidi  led  the  Way  and  fi^ggeAed  tbeQe- 
iign  to  Cobtmbusj  they  (hewed  themfdves  apcaetaiii^ndfD- 
terprizing  People;  their  Conqnefts  in  the  /«&%  tbo«|b  tbe 
bdt  Part  are  now  loft,  are  yet  Proo6  ofaCoun^aaJCon- 
iwSt  thatdeferved  better  Fate;  their  reviving  Nawal^ Power- in. 
Europe^  and  carrying  it  to  fo  great  a  Height  as  dicy  did  in  a 
few  Years,  ought  to  procure  them,  widi  us  at  kau^  a  bttcr 
Charader.  But  there  is  one  Circumftancc  relating  tothe/Vr- 
tugiufty  the  Truth  of  which  cannot  be  difputed,  and  wiicb 
is  alone  fufficient  to  wipe  off  all  the  Imputadoni  of  tbeir 
Enemies :  They  have  always  been  remarkaUe  for  thdr  flaady 
Loyalty  to^eir  Kings,  as  on  the  other  hand  their  Monarch 
have  been  no  leis  diftinguifbed  by  their  Juftice^  Modcntfioa, 
and  fmcere  Affedion  for  their  Subje£b. 

PhiUf  n.  of  Spain  feized  this  Countrv,  and  ai^n^yj  it  to 
the  reft  of  his  I>ominions,  in  1580;  tntt  the  Peofile  woe 
equally  diflatisfied  with  his  Title,  and  averfe  to  die  SfmK4^ 
Government,  which  was,  to  (ay  the  Trudi,  the  imaiediatt 
Caufe  of  the  Ruin  of  their  Country.  It  was  diis  tlat  g?nit 
Occafion  to  the  Dutch  to  deprive  them  of  their  Setdcmenti  in 
the  Indies^  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa^  and,  in  a  great  modiiie^  of 
the  Brazils  ;  for  the  ^^ni^r^'lookin^  upon  this  as  a  oonqucred 
Kingdom,  took  but  littleCareoftheur  Concerns;  and  the P#^ 
/M^i^^/ Nobility,  who  had  formerly  ihewn  fo  much  Coanoe 
and^Conftancy  in  the  Service  of  their  native  Princes,  weie  ar 
from  exerting  themfdves  in  the  lame  muuicr  for  the  ^of- 
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port  of  Strangers,  who  they  plainly  faw  neither  ufed  nor  wifh- 
ed  them  well.  ^ 

At  laft,  tired  out  with  the  bad  Behaviour  of  fuch  as  were 
fcnt  to  govern  them  by  the  Court  of  Madrid;,  they  refolved  to 
throw  off  the  Spani/h  Yoke  at  all  Events ;  and  it  fo  fell  out,  in 
1640,  that  a  fair  Opportunity  offered  itfelf  of  carrying  into 
Execution  what  they  had  fo  long  defigned.  John  Duke  of  Bra^ 
gancoy  Grandfon  to  that  Duke  who  was  Competitor  with  King 
Philip  for  the  Kingdom,  was  prevailed  upon  to  hazard 
his  hereditary  Eftates,  which  were  very  little  Ihort  of  one 
third  of  the  Kingdom,  in  afferting  of  his  Title  to  the  Whole, 
and  the  People  fupported  him  fo  unanimoufly,  that  there  is  no 
general  Revolution  recorded  in  ancient  or  modem  Hiftory  to 
nave  been  more  cfFedually,  or  more  fecretly  brought  about, 
dr  with  lefs  Efrufton  of  Blood,  than  this,  from  whence  he  was 
raifed  to  the  Throne  of  Portugal  by  the  Tide  of  jfohn  the 
Fourth.  His  Subjedb  were  no  lefs  fteady  and  conftant  in  fup- 
porting  him  upon  the  Throne,  than  they  had  been  univerfally 
Willing  and  ready  to  raife  him  to  it,  though  the  Spaniards 
maintained  a  long  War,  in  hopes  of  recovering  this  Kingdom, 
and  though  the  Dutchy  notwithftanding  they  were  tlicn  fight- 
ing for  their  own  Liberties  againft  the  fame  Crown,  profecuted 
their  Defigns  in  the  Indies,  and  in  Brazil,  againft  the  Por^ 
iuguife. 

It  is  true,  that  they  loft  feveral  of  their  remaining  Setde*- 
ments  in  y1Jia\  and  that  it  viras  with  great  Difficulty  they 
preferved  Goa,  Bombay,  and  a  few  inconfiderable  Places  on 
the  Continent ;  but  in  the  Btaxils  they  had  better  Fortune, 
the  People  preferred  thetr  Government  to  that  of  the  Dutch, 
and  in  a  fhort  time  they  recovered  all  that  they  had  there 
loft. 

We  muft  obferve  that  while  the  Spaniards  were   Mafteri 
of  Portugal,  their  Maxims  of  making  the  moft  of  the  King- 
dom whUe  in  tkeir  Hands,  ruined  the  Trade,  funk  the  naval 
Power,     and  brought  the    Portugucfe   Plantations    almoft  to 
nothing.      An  equal  and  juft   Go^^nment  is  ncceflary,  not 
only  to  raife,  but  to  prefcrve  thefe  Advant.ges  to  any  Nation, 
fince  whenever  that  is  wanting^  they  droop,  dw  ndle,  and  de- 
cay, like  Plants  that  remain  unv/ater'd,  or  Child  entrufted  to  a 
mercenary  Nurle,  that  foon  lofe  their  Flefh  and  Colour,  which 
were  the  Reful  .  ;  the  Pains  taken  with  them  by  an  afftvStionate 
Mother.     To  j'dge  from  Effects  may  be  a  bad  Maxim  in 
A^Iorality,  but  in  Politicks  it  feldom  fails. 
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yobn  the  tV.  died  in  1651,  without  feeW  tt  *Ena  of  At 
War  which  his  Acccffion  had  occafioned.  tk  left  his  Doai- 
nions  to  his  Son  Alpkonfo  VI.  then  a  Child,  under  thfe  Ttftdav 
of  the  Queen  Dowager  his  Mother.  This  gave  tbe  Spamam 
a  great  Advantage,  and  nine  Years  after  they  obtaunedy  in 
Appearance  at  lead,  ftill  a  greater  $  for  at  the  Condition  if 
the  Peace  of  the  Pyrenees^  the  Frenchy  who  had  hitberto  bees 
the  warm  and  almoft  the  fole  AUies  of  Parht^aly  engaged  t» 
rave  that  Crown  no  farther  Affiftance;  but  eitiier  their  greit 
Regard  for  their  ownlntereft,  or  the  natuhd  Perfidjrof  that 
Nation,  induced  them,  in  dire£t  Violation  c£  thsit  Aitide^  fe 
fend  the  Portuguefe  greater  Affifbnce  than  thejr  had  ever  donc^ 
uuder  the Commanuof  Marlhal Schomberghy  an  Officer  of  fiidi 
Capacity,  that  it  might  be  truly  laid,  his  fin^  Fbrlcm  was  equi- 
valent to  a  fmall  Army. 

He  reformed  many  Abufes,  and  introduced  a  new  Di(a(diiM 
among  the  Portuguefe  Troops ;  fo  that  notwithfianding  tbej 
had  the  whole  Spanijb  Force  to  deal  with,  vet  itiC9^  hacvm  de- 
fended their  Liberties,  and  gained  two  fucn  ^;nai  ViAbhes  St 
EJhremos  and  Villa  Viclofay  as  convinced  dieur  Enemies,  that 
tbe  Defire  of  Freedom  may  ovcr-ballance  Superiority  of  Num- 
bers. At  laft  in  1668,  the  French  King  JLMrijXlV.  fidfiti^ 
contrary  to  the  Faith  of  Treaties,  wth  a  great  Army  into  die 
Low-Coufitriesy  the  j^^n/^r^  found  thcmfelves  under  aNeccffi- 
ty  of  making  Peace  with  Portugal^  which  was  done  under  the 
Mediation  of  King  Charles  11.  of  Great^Britain^  who  had  mar- 
ried the  Infanta  Catharine^  Daughter  to  King  yohfty  and  Site 
to  King  Jlphonfo ;  by  this  Treaty  the  Crown  of  Spain  renoun- 
ced all  her  Claims  and  Prctcnhons  on  that  of  Portugal^  and 
folemnly  acknowledged  the  Rights  of  the  Houfe  of  BragoHfMf 
which  put  an  End  to  a  difputed  Title,  and  reftor'd  Peace  to  dui 
Country",  after  a  War,  or  at  leaft  the  Interruption  of  Peaces  for 
the  Space  of  twenty-eight  Years. 

Alphonfo  VI.  having  attained  the  Years,  tho'  not  the  Difcit* 
tion  of  a  Man,  rcfolv^  to  take  tlie  Government  of  his  Do- 
minions into  his  own  Hands,  dio'  his  Modier  had  ruled  widi 
great  Prudence,  and  himfelf  could  not  but  be  fatisfied  of  bis 
own  Incapacity,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  owing  to  a  loif 
Indifpofition,  that  fo  much  weakened  his  Abilities,  both  in 
Body  ami  Mind,  as  to  render  him  eoually  unfit  for  the  Du- 
ties of  a  King,  and  of  a  Hufband.  but  his  Favourites  wbo 
had  perfuaded  him  t6  remove  his  Mother  (who  is  fiud  to 
have  died  of  Grief  in  a  Year  after)  from  the  Adminiftratitti 
%i  Afiaiis,  advifcd  liim  Ukewifc,  from  Views  of  their  owl^ 
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to  many  without  Delay ;  and  accordingly  a  Princcfs  of  $av§f 
NemauTi  was  thought  of  for  his  Queen^  whom  he  afhially 
efpoufed.  Thofe  who  had  puihed  him  upoa  thefe  DefignS) 
and  who  had  no  other  View  than  that  of  governing  the  King- 
dom at  their  own  Will  under  his  Name,  began  next  to  infufe 
Jealoufies  of  his  Brother  Don  Pedro^  the  prefumptive  Heir  of 
the  Crown  ;  and  are  alfo  faid  to  have  engaged  him  in  fuch 
other  low  and  (hameful  Intrigues,  as  obliged  the  Queen,  after 
fhc  had  cohabited  with  him  for  fix  Months,  to  retire  to  a 
Convent  for  the  Prefervation,  as  flie  affirmed,  of  her  Honour 
and  her  Life. 

The  Infant  Don  Pedroy  confidering  the  Incapacity  of  his 
Brother,  the  confufcd  State  of  publick  AfFairs,  and  his  own 
great  Peril,  determined  by  the  Advice,  and  with  the  Affitt- 
ance  and  Cor.fent  of  the  principal  Nobility,  to  fecurc  the  Pcr- 
fon  of  the  King,  and  to  take  ujxjn  himfelf  the  Adminiftration 
of  the  Government.  This  was  accordincily  done,  and  not 
long  after  the  Qiiecn  left  her  Convent,  and  a  l^ifpenfation  having 
been  obtained  from  the  Court  of  Ro?ne  for  that  Purpofc,  efpoufed 
the  Prince  Don  Pedro^  who  removed  Alphonfo '  to  the  Ifland  of 
^'ercera^  where  he  kept  him  confined  under  a  ftrong  Guard  ; 
but  caufcd  him  to  be  treated  with  the  Tenderncfs  which  he 
owed  his  Brother,  and  the  Rcfpe(5l  that  was  due  to  a  King. 
However,  fome  malicious  Tongues,  in  a  few  Years,  reporting 
the  contrary,  the  Prince  caufed  him  to  be  brought  back  to 
the  Caftle  of  Ciritray  within  a  Day's  Journey  of  Lifioriy  and 
tJiere,  under  an  eafy  Cuftody,  he  was  fencd  and  refpedled  as  a 
King.  The  Prince  was  pcrfuadcd  by  many  to  haveafTumcd 
that  Title  himfelf,  but  he  inflexibly  declined  it,  contenting 
himfelf  with  that  of  Regent  till  his  Brother  died,  which  was 
in  1683. 

This  is  the  bcft  Account,  that,  from  comparing  the  moft 
autlicntick  Relations,  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  of  thisAfiair  5 
for  as  to  the  fine-wrought  and  amazing  Stories  that  arc  foUnd 
in  fome  fecret  Hiflories  and  private  \fcmoirs,  they  fcem  to  be 
deftitutc  of  all  Foundation  in  Truth,  fincc  if  Don  Pedro  had 
been  inclined  to  get  rid  of  his  Brother,  and  to  make  himfelf 
Mafler  of  the  Kingdom  at  any  Rate,  he  might  mofl  certainly 
have  done  it  in  the  Confufion  of  the  firft  Revolution,  or  not 
long  after  he  was  fent  to  Tercera  ;  but  as  he  did  neither,  but 
fliowed  himfelf  in  all  other  Refpefls  a  religious  and  virtuous 
Prince,  there  is  no  Caufe  for  giving  Credit  to  any  of  thofe  Suf- 
picions,  which  fanciful,  ill-.^informed,  or  malicious  Writers 
bavc  publiibcd. 
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Kin?  Pedr9.  had  by  his  firft  Queen,  mAxoMsA  bern  M|' 
Brother's  .Wife,  only  one  Daughter,  and  for  feme  time  be^' 
fore  her  Modier*s  Death,  fhe  wasconfidcred  asdicHeirdsof- 
the  Kingdom,  and  while  (he  was  fo  conddored,  a  Mkrri^ 
was  treated  for  her  with  the  young  Duke  of  iSjwjp  ;  nay  this 
was  carried  fo  far,  that  the  Portugu^e  Fleet  was  aduaDy  fent* 
to  the  Goafts  of  Italy^  in  order  to  bring  ovcr,tte  Intended 
Bridegroom ;  but  that  Prince  changing  his  Mind,  Ac  Fleet' 
returned  without  him,  and  the  Infanta  dying  fdon  after  diir 
Dif^ppointmcnt,  die  People  of  Portugal  vioJenthr  IbHidtrf 
their  Sovereign  to  think  of  a  fecond  Marriage^  ix^ch  indocr; 
od  him  to  elpoufc  the  Princcfs  Maria  Sophia^  Dai^hter  to  tbe 
Eleftor  Palatine^  by  whom  he  hud  Iffue  y^Art  Prince  of  Bra^. 
2i4  and  alfo  the  Infants  Don  Iraruis^  Don  Antmiy  and  Do^ 
EmanueL 

The  King  continued  for  many  Years  to  govern  his  Sulh 
je£b  witfi  great  Juftice  and  Moderation;  and  as  a  long  and 
cruel  War  had  wailed  his  People  and  his  Tl^afiiies,  auring 
the  Reign  of  his  Brother^  he  was  very  careful  to  paneferve 
Peace,'  to  encourage  Agriculture,  and  to  promote  die  Cofflr 
merce  of  his  Subje<Sbl  A  little  before  the  Peace  of  Rj/vndk^ 
he  offered  his  Mediarion  to  Louis  XIV.  but  received  fiich  an 
Anfwcr,  as  (bowed  plainly  enough  that  France  was  refi»lved 
to  rrjcdt  it  with  a  kind  of  Dif^in.  The  Portugueji  Mo- 
narch thought  fit  to  pais  by  the  Affront  for  the  prdent ;  but 
it  afterward  coil  France  dear  j  fo  dangerous  a  thing  it  is  for 
Princes,  though  ever  fo  powerful,  to  treat  with  any  De^ieeof 
Contempt  fuch  as  are  confeiTedly  equal  to  them  in  Rankj^ 
though  inferior  in  fome  other,  and  thofe  too  accidental  Re- 
fpe(Sb. 

When  Philip  V.  mounted  the  Throne  of  Spain^  the  Friend- 
fliip  of  Portugal  became  not  only  expedient,  but  necdlary. 
Upoij  this  Occafion,  Louis  XIV.  was  as  obliging  and  civil,  as 
he  had  formerly  (hewn  himfelf  haughty  and  proud;  and  thtf 
Don  Pedro  had  already  refolved  on  the  Part  he  was  to  take, 
yet  confidering  how  ioon,  and  how  eafily  he  might,  be  cruflied 
by  the  Forces  of  the  two  Crowns,  he  entered  into  an  Alliance 
with  King  Philips  and  this  for.  various  Rcafons.  In  the  firft 
Place,  it  gained  Time,  and  delivered  him  from  prefent  Dan- 
ger ;  in  the  next,  it  gave  an  Opportunity  of  gaining  «x)d 
Terms,  which  might  be  of  Ufe  to  him  on  another  Occaiion; 
and  laftly,  he  obtained  by  it  fome  prefent  Advantages,  which 
were  very  beneficial  to  his  Subjefis.  Yet  notwithftanding  this 
fc^reaty,  he  rcfuied,  though  warmly  prciTed  by  the  Frencb 
M  King, 
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King,  to  acknowledge  the  Title  of  the  Son  of  King  Janut 
to  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain ;  which  (bowed  plainly  enou^, 
that  in  making  this  Treaty  he  had  followed  his  Intereft  ni« 
ther  than  his  Inclination. 

As  foon  as  the  general  Confederacy  was  formed  againft 
France,  and  it  clearly  appeared  that  the  Allies  meant  to  let  up 
another  King  of  Spain^  the  Portuguefe  Monarch  demanded  of 
the  French  King,  purfuant  to  the  late  Alliance,  a  Fleet  of 
thirty  S^l  of  the  Line,  and  a  large  Sum  of  Money.  He 
knew  well  enough,  that  as  Things  then  flood,  thoftt  Demands 
could  not  be  complied  with ;  but  he  wanted  a  Pretence  for 
breaking  that  Treaty,  without  breaking  Faith,  and  this  did 
his  Bunnefi  very  efte^hially ;  for  as  foon  as  the  Fleet  of  the 
Allies  appeared  upon  his  Coaft,  he  thought  fit  to  declare  him-  . 
fclf  neuter,  and  not  long  after  made  a  Treaty  with  Charles  IH. 
whofe  Claim  they  fupported  to  the  whole  Spani/h  Monarchy. 
By  this  Treaty  he  ftipidated  for  himfclf  very  great  Advantages  ; 
for  the  new  King  was  to  efpoufe  the  Infanta  of  Portugal^ 
though  but  a  Child  of  feven  Years  old ;  feveral  Places  were 
to  be  yielded  to  him  on  the  Frontiers  of  Spain ;  fome  Con- 
ceffions  were  likewife  to  be  made  in  the  Indies  and  America  j 
and  he  was  to  have  the  Aifiento  of  Negroes,  whi^  had 
been  alfo  granted  him  by  his  former  Treaty  with  King 
Philip. 

In  confideration  of  thefc  Terms,  he  agreed  to  receive  King 
Charles,  and  to  aflift  him  with  Forces,  for  the  Recovery  of 
his  Kingdom,  for  which,  however,  he  was  to  have  large  Sub* 
fidies  from  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  a  good  Fleet  to  proteft 
his  Coafts.  A  few  Days  before  King  Charles  arrived  at  Lijbon^ 
died  the  Infanta,  who  was  to  have  oeen  his  Queen ;  but  this 
made  no  Alteration  in  the  Meafures  that  had  been  concerted^ 
his  Portuguefe  Majefly  refolving  to  profecute  the  War  as 
he  had  promifed ;  but  before  any  Steps  could  be  taken  for  this 
Purpofe,  he  was  removed  by  Death,  December  9,  1706, 
when  he  had  lived  fifty-eight,  and,  from  the  Death  of^  his 
Brother,  had  reigned  twenty-three  Years. 

John  V.  the  prefent  King  of  Portugal,  fuccceded  his  Fa- 
ther, and  purfucd  his  Steps  very  exadUy,  notwithftanding  the 
Spaniards  furprized  the  Town  of  Alcantara,  and  made  the 
Garrifon  Prifoners  oF  War,  almofl  before  he  was  warm  in  the 
Throne.  The  Affiilance  he  gave  the  Allies,  brought  the 
.Spanijh  Monarchy  t^cc  to  the  Brink  of  Rui^i ;  and  though 
•  mofl  of  our  Accounts  fay,  that  the  Portuguefe  Soldiers  be- 
haved but  indifferently  in  that  War,  yet  this  ought  not  to  be 
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luidcrflMd 'U  a  t.nftdoiial  RefleAba,  toAmfAam 
Peaces  great-  Wealth,  and  much  Ltuoiry,  aie  fsiptU 
rupting  any  Peo[de.    For  it  maj  not  oeamift  tsq^Ainfonn 
Reader,  that  the  greateft    Put  of  the  youog  Nobili' 
were  Officers  at  tUs  time  in  the  Army,  wemiK^'Fj 
Commanders,  and  who  from  leading  indolent  and 
Lives  at  UJboH^  were  come  to  make  their  F^ctiiiics'tiy  tini^*! 
Commiflions.    It  was  no  great  Wonder  diecdbifB  dfttt  dw 
behaved  but  indifferently,  or  that  the  poor  I^»ple  .vriio  cAn^ 
them  followed  their  Examples.      ^ut  that  this  was  die  m1^ 
Caufe  of  their  Mifbehaviour  appears  from  hcQCS^'    that  ate 
the  fatal  Battle  of  y//vztfnz^7,  many  EngUfiOtbiaen  VPqv.oU^efc' 
to  fill  up,  ahd  fome  raifed  their  whole  Corps  afirefli  amoral 
the  Portuguefe ;  and  from  the  Mouths  ci  thofe  Officers  I  hM' 
heard,  that  luch  Men,  when  in  our  Pay,  behaved  in  TIbkc^h 
Ai^on  as  well  as  any  Men  could  do,  and  were  befides  fi>  foba^^ 
fo  diligent,   and  fo  attentive  to  their  Duty^   diat  what  war' 
at  firft  done  from  Neceffity,  became  Matter  of  Choioc.     Tldtl'3 
thought  it  was  but  JufHce  in  me  to  mention,  as  the  Galumniaoi!^ 
Reports  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Reputation  are  a^readj  ooni* 
jnon  enoudi  in  Pnnt. 

At  the  Clofe  of  the  War,  King  John  raiied  very  high  D^  ^ 
mands  upon  the  Crown  of  Spain ;  for  he  knew  well  enoiffi(i 
that  Abatements  might  be  made  at  any  Time,  and  very  i%^f 
judged,  that  by  afking  a  great;  deal  he  fhould  be  fare  to  get  j 
fomewhat,  as  he  really  did,  both  \n  Europe  and  in  Amtrica^ 
befides  a  Compenfatipn  for  the  Lois  of  his  N^ro  Cdntni^' 
But  after  all,  it  fell  very  fhort  of  what  he  had  (Upulated  with 
King  Charles^  though  perhaps  the  Peace  he  made  widj  King 
Philips  in  1 715,  might  be  very  near  an  Equivalent  for  what 
would  have  been  allowed  of  his  Treaty,  if  K\T\gCbarles  had 
(licceeded,  and  become  the  peaceable  PofTeiTor  ^  the  SpanUk 
Monarchy  ;  as  there  is  a  wide  Difference  between  what  Princes 
msij  be  brought  to  promife  in  their  Diflrels,  and  their  Rcadi- 
nzb  to  perform,  when  it  is  in  their  Power  to  difpute  the  Per- 
formance. 

While  the  War  continued,  the  Commerce  of  the  Brasdb 
began  to  grow  much  more  confiderable  than  in  former  Timcs^ 
by  the  working  of  the  Gold  Mines  ;  and  as  there  was  at  that 
l^ime  a  great  Intercourfe  between  the  two  Nations,  the  £W- 
tijh  Traders  obtained  a  large  Share  of  that  Gold  for  die  Com«k 
mc  dities  and  Manufactures  with  which  they  fumiihed  die 
Portuguefe.  King  John  could  not  help  feeing  this  with  ConcexHt 
he  tiiought  it  hard  they  (hould  have  but  a  Sight  of  t^e  yaftWeaUi 
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«Urived  from  their  own  Settlements,  and  that  it  fhouU  im^ 
ihediately  vanifli,  as  it  were,  out  of  Portugal  into  anothec 
Countiy.  His  Miniflers  were  exa^ly  of  their  Mafter^s  Opi- 
Jiion,  and  many  Confultations  were  held  about  finding  a  (peedj 
and  efFe£hial  Remedy  for  what  they  conjidered  as  the  fi;reateft 
Grievance.  At  length  it  was  concluded,  tliat  the  only  Me- 
thod could  be  taken  was  to  prohibit  the  Wear  of  foreign  Ma- 
liufadlurcs  \  and  this  had  certainly  been  put  in  Execution,  if 
Lord  Galway^  the  Commander  of  our  Forces  in  that  Country^ 
tho*  a  Frenchman  by  Birth,  had  not  prevented  it. 

He  was  a  great  Favourite  with  his  Portuguefe  Majefty,  and 
cfteemed  to  be,  as  he  certainly  was,  a  very  honelt  Man.  To  him 
therefore,  as  to  a  Friend,  and  under  the  ftriSeft  InjundHon 
of  Seciccy,  the  King  communicated  this  Affiiir,  and  afked 
his  Advice  about  it.  His  Lordfhip  told  him  fairly,  that  the 
Remedy  would  be  worfe  than  the  Difeafe ;  that  the  fame  Pro- 
vidence which  had  given  his  Subjcdls  Gold,  had  bcftowed 
Commodities  and  Manufedlurcs  upon  the  EngUJh\  that  the 
Exchange  therefore  was  not  fo  injurious  as  he  imagined  ;  and 
that  by  prohibiting  Commerce,  he  might  force  thofe  that  were. 
riow  his  heft  Friends  to  become  his  Enemies,  and  to  employ 
their  Naval  Power,  which  he  knew  to  be  fo  much  fuperior  to 
his  own,  in  taking  that  by  Force  for  which  they  now  gave  a 
proper  Equivalent. 

He  farther  reprelented,  that  wliatever  Turn  the  War  might 
take,  Portugal  muft  always  ftand  in  need  of  the  Fricndfhip  of 
England^  to  prevent  becoming  dependent  on  the  Houfe  of  Aitjlria 
or  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ;  and  therefore  it  was  much  better 
that  his  SubjeiSls  (hould  trade  with  thofe  from  whom  he  had 
fo  much  to  hope,  than  with  other  Nations  from  whom  he  had 
all  things  to  fear.  The  King,  who  was  both  a  realbnable  and 
a  juft  Prince,  and  who  in  this  Bufmefs  ailed  folely  from  a 
laudable  AffeSion  for  his  Subje6ls,  comprehended  the  Force  of 
tliefe  Arguments,  and  immediately  laid  afide  a  Projeft,  which 
how  plaufible  fbeyer  in  its  firft  Appearance,  was  certainly  at 
the  Bottom  neither  equitable  nor  pradticahle.  Happy  for  the 
World  if  all  Kings  meant  as  well,  deliberated  as  coolly,  and 
were  as  ready  to  receive  and  follow  good  Advice  ! 

The  next  remarkable  Point  in  the  prefent  Reign  was,  the 
Quarrel  between  his  Portuguefe  Majefty  and  tlie  Pope,  about 
the  Affair  of  the  Nuncio  B'lch't^  an  Incident  too  inconliderable 
in  itfelf  to  be  mentioned  in  a'  Work  of  this  Nature,  if  it  did 
not  contribute  to  explain  a  political  Article  which  is  very  well 
V^orth  the  ingenious  Reader's  time  perfedly  to  comprehend ; 
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becAife  on  tiie  one  hand^  it  fbem  die  CToomEHdb  bUiiuui 
theCatholic  Powers  and  die  Head  of  their  Quadi;  and  on 
the  other  band,  it  explains  the  Manner  in  which  dxJb  Powot 
9&  when  they  believe  themfdves  at  any  time  ill  ufed  by  die 
Fbpe.  Signior  Bicbi  was  lent  to  the  Court*  of  Ljflm  £>  eaii^. 
astheYeari7io,andatfirft  the  Court  was  very  ftrfiom  bdi^ 
ipleafed  with  him,  but  by  Degrees  he  got  over  thb  Averfioo, 
and  in  a  ihort  time  afterwards  the  Kin^  recommended  him  ta 
CUnunt  XI.  for  a  Cardinal's  Hat;  which  was  Refilled,  under 
Pretence  that  his 'Nomination  was  oppofbd  by  die  ImpcrM 
Court ;  whidi,  however,  was  not  ftri&hr  true.,  Immuni  ICQL 
confiding  in  the  known  Piety  of  the  King  of  P$rtmgal,  yok^ 
tnred  to  ufe  him  worfe  dian  his  Predeceflbr  had  done;  for  he 
not  only  refiifed  abfolutely  to  make  the  Nuncio  a  Cardinal* 
but  reoilled  SigniorJ5/Vfo',and  fent  another  Prelate  to  fotceed  him. 
But  the  King  of  Portugal  would  not  fubmit  to  this  Indignity* 
and  therefore  fent  Word  to  the  new  Nuncio,  not  to  iet  Foot  m 
bis  Dominions,  and  refufed  like^^fe  to  let  the  old  one  go*  till 
be  was  afliired  that  Refped  would  be  paid  to  his  Nominatton. 

Upon  the  Deadi  of  Innoant  XIII.  fucceeded  BimS&  TSSIL^ 
who  went  a  Step  farther  than  his  Predeceflbr,  bj  oonmiandir 
pofitively  the  Nuncio  Bichi  to  quit  the  Court  (x  lAfim^  whii 
accordingly  he  did,  and  returned  by  the  Way  of  MuHdinto 
Jtaly.  But  this  Treatment  provoked  the  King  of  P§rtmd  to 
iitch  a  Degree,  that  he  recalled  his  Subjedb  from  Rmu^vxtkit 
off  all  Cc^efpondencc  with  that  Court ;  and  if  the  Pqpe  had 
lived  a  little  longer,  would  very  probably  have  fet  up  a  F^ 
triarch.  Cardinal  Corfmt  fucceeding  Pope  Bemdiffj  by  die  Tide 
of  Clenunt  XII.  found  himfelf  under  a  Neceffity  of  putdng  an 
End  to  this  Q^iarrel,  which  had  now  lafled  almofl  twenty 
Years,  and  in  his  fecond  Promotion  in  1731,  beftowed  die 
Iong-expe£lcd  Hat  upon  Bichiy  who  was  then  upwards  of 
Six^. 

There  is  no  doubt  the  Court  of  Rome  hoped  that,  in  the 
Courfe  of  diis  Difpute,  either  the  King  or  the  Nuncio  would 
bave  died,  and  then  it  would  have  dropped  of  courfe,  in  a 
manner  honourable  to  the  Holy  Sec  ;  but  feilingin  this,  tbe 
late  Pope  was  forced  to  make  the  beft  of  a  bad  Bargain*  that 
he  might  avoid  driving  Things  to  Extremities. 

In  die  Vear  1729,  a  double  Marriage  was  concluded  between 
die  Courts,  of  Spain  and  Portugal  y  the  Prince  of  Afturias^ 
now  his  Catholic  Majefty,  eipoufed  the  In&nta  of  Portugal^ 
vd  the  Prince  of  BraTul  the  Infanta  of  Spain^  formerly  fiilcd 
Queen  of  France    The  Exchange  of  die  rrincefTes  was  made 
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widi  great  Solemnity,  and  their  Catholic  and  P$rtugiufi  Mft» 
jefties  had  an  Interview  on  the  23d  of  January^  in  the  Iflani 
of  Pegon  in  the  River  of  Caya,^  about  a  League  from  Badajvs^ 
But  notwithftanding  this  Alfiance,  the  two  Courts  were  veiy 
near  coming  to  a  Rupture  in  fj^S ;  and  it  is  thought,  duSt 
the  fending  a  Britijh  Fleet  under  Ae  Command  of  Sir  Johg 
Norris  to  Lifion^  was  what  chiefly  prevented  it,  and  uved 
Portugal  from  an  Invaiion. 

It  was  not  however  till  two  Years  after,  and  then  with  great 
Difficulty,  that  the  Courts  were  reconciled  ;  fince  ■  which  thero 
has  happened  very  little  remarkable  in  Portugal^  except  hit 
Majefty's  being  ftruck  with  the  Palfy,  under  which  he  hat 
^boured  for  feveral  Years,  This  Monarch,  who  is  now 
turned  of  Threefcore,  has  governed  his  Dominions  longer 
than  any  Prince  in  Europe^  being  in  the  forty-fourth  Year  of 
his  Reign,  and  has  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  his  Son,  the  Prince 
of  Brazil^  in  the  Flower  of  his  Age,  beloved  and  admired  by 
his  Subjefts,  his  eldeft  Daughter  on  the  Throne  of  Spaittf 
and  his  other  Children  the  Support  of  his  declining  Years. 
So  that  few  Princes  in  our  Memory  have  reigned  more  hap- 
pily, and  none  at  this  Jundhire  enjoys  a  fairer  Profped,  more 
efpecially  if  the  Negociation  fucceeds  for  efpoufing  one  of  his 
Grand-daughters  to  the  eldefl  of  the  Arch-dukes  of  Auftria. 

As  for  the  Interefls  of  Portugal^  they  may  be  divided  into 
Political,  which  regard  their  Pofleffions  in  kuropij  and  Com^ 
mercial,  which  refpeds  their  Dominions  in  J/Iaj  Africa^  and 
America.  As  to  the  firft,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  confifts  in 
maintaining  Peace ;  a  Point  to  which  his  prefent  Majefly  hat 
been  always  well  inclined,  and  has  thereby  preferved  Quiet  to 
his  Subjedts,  in  the  midft  of  all  the  Broils  of  Europe.  The« 
is  no  doubt  the  Power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  has  been,  and 
there  is  no  Reafon  to  fufpeft  that  it  will  not  remain,  formidable 
to  this  Kingdom ;   and  hence  arifes  the  NeceiEty  that  Portm* 

fal  is  under,  of  living  upon*  good  Terms  v/ith  the  Maritime 
Wers,  and  more  eipecially  with  Great  Britatn,  It  is  indeed 
faying  no  more  than  Truth,  that  there  is  fcarce  any  Infbncc 
in  Hiftery  of  a  more  lafling  and  fmcere  Friendfhip,  than  hat 
fubfifled,  for  near  a  Century  paft,  between  the  two  Crowns  ; 
and  as  it  is  their  mutual  Intereft  that  it  fhould  fubfifl,  there 
feems  to  be  no  Ground  to  fufped  it  will  not  do  fo.  While 
this  continues,  and  while  Great^Britain  maintains  her  Superio* 
rity  at  Sea,  Portugal  can  hardly  ever  be  in  danger. 

As  for  the  northern  Crowns,  (he  has  very  little  to  do  with 
them,  or  they  widi  her  5  and  as  for  the  Italian  States,  it  it 
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Bot  eaiy  to  amceiTe  ho#  any  DifiopeiKtt  fliou^ 
them  and  his  Portuguefe  Majefty  \  and  if  there  iboiJdf  it  is  vcfj 
cafy  for  him  to  do  himfelf  Juftice.  There  were  forniecly  long 
and  bloody  Wars  between  the  Subjefis  of  diis  Crown  aiul  the 
Moors ;  but  as  their  Cau&s  are  npwoeafed,  their  Coniequenoei 
are  funk  with  diem.  We  muft  however  except  the  piratical 
States  of  Barb(ny^  which  are  in  conftant  War  widi  r^rtttgal^ 
becaufe  they  are  conftant  Gainers  by  it ;  but  whenever  a  oiar* 
tial  and  active  Prince,  as  the  Prince  of  Brazil  is  reputed  to  be^ 
Ihall  be  feated  upoa  that  Throne,  he  will  not  fiiid  it  a  very 
difficult  Matter  to  put  his  Navy  in  fuch  a  Condition^  as  may 
impofe  Refped  upon  thofe  thievifh  People^  whole  Depreda- 
tions are  a  Scandal  to  all  the  European  Powers^  'who  might  esH 
illy  crulh  them  at  onpe,  inftead  of  continuing  to  pay  Tri- 
bute to  an  infignificant  I^ace  of  Rovers,  that  owe  their  Im^ 
punity  merdy  to  the  N^igencc  and  Want  of  pt^ck  Spirit  ia 
thofe^  who  ought  long  zgp  to  have  dcftroyed  theni^  and  may 
do  it  whenever  they  thii^  fit.  Let  us  now  descend  to  die  fe- 
cond  Particular. 

As  to  the  Commercial  Interefl  of  Portugal^  it  lies  now 
chiefly  in  the  fVefl^  as  it  did  formerly  in  ^Emft-InSisi 
and  in  refpe£^  to  Brazil^  their  Strength  is  fb  g^:eat,  that  th^ 
have  no  Reafon  to  apprehend  any  thing  from  their  Neigh* 
hours ;  the  otnly  Danger  to  which  they  are  expofed,  is  fixMn 
an  Inilirrcd^ion  of  their  own  Negroes,  which  mig^t  indeed 
have  very  bad  Confequcnces.  In  the  prefcnt  State  of  ThingS|^ 
this  Colony  is  the  moft  profitable  in  the  World,  iince,  con- 
fidering  the  Proportion  between  the  two  Kingdoms,  Portugal 
draws  more  Profit  from  her  Brazils^  than  Spain  from  bodi 
Mexico  and  Peru.  It  is  otherwife  in  regard  to  >^,  where 
from  an  Empire  of  almoft  incredible  Extent,  the  Portupufi^ 
Dominion  is  fhrunk  almoft  within  the  narrow  Boui^ls  of  the 
little  Pcninfula  of  Goa. 

It  has  been  often  deliberated  in  the  Council  at  Lijbon^  whe» 
ther  they  fhould  not  dcfert  even  that,  fince  in  fome  Years  it 
cofb  more  to  maintain  it  than  it  is  wortli.  But  of  late  we  were 
told,  that  a  Projcft  has  been  formed,  not  for  recovering  their 
Dominions  indeed,  but  tor  reftoring  their  Trade,  and  extend- 
ing their  Commerce  in  the  Eajl-lndies^  bv  reforming  the 
Abufes  under  which  it  lias  long  fufFereil.  If  ever  this  is  car- 
ried into  Execution,  it  muft  be  at  a  Time  when  the  other 
Eurol^ean  Powers,  lliat  have  Dominions  in  thofe  Parts,  are  at 
War  with  each  otlicr  -y  atid  therefore  they  could  never  expe£l 
a  more  favourable  Juaclure  than  the  pall  War,  which  they 
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heglc£ted.  If  they  had  embraced  it,  there  is  no  ddubt  that 
foreign  Merchants  would  have  been  ready  enough  to  fecure 
their  own  Effe^,  by  trading  under  fmuguefe  Colours ;  and 
a  very  few  Years  nraftice  of  this  kind  would  have  chang- 
ed the  Face  of  their  AflFairs  in  India^  and  might  poflibqr 
have  encouraged  their  Government  at  home  to  think  fe- 
lioufly  of  giving  them  all  the  Afliftance  ill  their  Power;  the 
want  of  which  has  been  moft  apparently  the  principal  Caufe  of 
their  Decline. 

Before  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal  was  annexed  to  that  of 
Spain^  her  Monarchs  were  rcmaricable  for  their  Attention  to 
naval  Power,  to  the  Support  of  their  Colonies,  and  whatever 
might  extend  their  Commerce;  and  to  this  extraordinary 
Care  of  their  Princes,  the  quick  Growth  of  their  maritime 
Force,  and  their  amazing  Progrefs  in  In£a  was  chiefly  due. 
But  while  a  Province  to  ^pain^  all  this  funk  as  faft  as  it  rofe> 
and  before  the  Portuguefe  could  extricate  thcmfclves  from  this 
Dependence,  they  were  almoft  undone.  The  defending  their 
own  Country  next,  and  the  recovering  of  Brazil,  employed 
all  their  Care,  and  thefc  are  their  Excufes  for  negleding  the 
In/lies.  But  as  all  thofe  Burdens  are  now  removed,  as  they 
have  no  fecret  Enemies  to  fear,  no  avowed  Enemies  to  oppote 
them,  they  may  certainly,  by  a  timely  and  fteady  Appli- 
cation, reftore  the  Face  of  Things  in  this  Country ;  but 
to  delay  this,  will  very  probably  put  it  for  ever  out  of  their 
Power. 

Upon  the  Whole  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that  under  the  pre- 
fent  and  the  latter  Part  of  the  laft  Reign,  the  Kingdom  of 
Portugal  has  had  Time  to  recruit  and  recover  its  internal 
Strength,  which  was  much  exhaufted  by  fo  long  a  War,  as 
followed  the  raifing  the  Houfe  of  Braganfa  to  the  Throne. 
If  the  Advantage  therefore  of  this  Conjund^c  be  not  loft, 
but  the  Portuguefe  avail  themfelves  fome  way  or  other  of  an 
Interval  that  leaves  them  entirely  at  Liberty,  there  is  no 
Queftion  they  may  make  a  very  difierent  Figure  in  the  next  • 
Century,  from  what  they  did  in  the  laft,  or  do  at  prefent.  But 
if,  as  I  faid,  they  let  this  Occafton  entirely  flip,  and  ftay  till 
Europe  fettles  upon  its  old  Foundation,  when  their  Depen- 
dency on  Spain  will  be  again  felt,  they  may  continue  as  in- 
confiderable  as  fome  Writers  have  taken  a  rleafure  to  repre- 
fent  them. 

But  this  will  be  their  own,  that  is,  the  Fault  of  their  Go- 
vernment. For  when  the  great  Powers  are  embarrafled,  then 
the  lcfl*cr  States  have  an  Opportunity  of  becoming,  by  fome 
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h(Ad  MealiMi  whidi  inay  be  taken  before  vnj  6^  mdt  i4eidi> 
bours  are  weU  acquainted  with  their  Views,  powerful  and  inn^ 
pendent.  If  a  Plan  for  regulating  what  fittle  belmfls  to  them 
m  the  Indies^  had  been  fixed  a  Year  after  the  War  begaoi 
diey  might  have  been,  by  this  Time,  as  formidable  dicre  as  anj, 
except  me  Dutch ;  and  the  Pre/icb  would  have  toimived  at 
and  a£Sfted  them  as  the  weakeft  Side^  till  thejr  made  tbem  moie 
confiderable  than  the  reft^  and  then  diey  wotdd  have  repented 
of  their  good  Offices,  aiid  endeavoured  to  ruin  them.-  Yet  their 
£rft  Run  of  ^>od  Fortune  might  well  enable  them  to  ftand 
finn,  and  the  Remembrance  of  paft  Misfoftunei  inf[nt€  Aem 
widijuft  Principles. 

This  bring  concrived,  and  attentivdv  promoted,  is  a  very 
feafible  Scheme  for  reviving  their  paftGrlcMyi  and  reftoringna-^ 
Tal  Power  to  the  Portupt^ej  who  muft  attemjyt  femewbat  cf 
diis  kind,  if  they  really  mean  to  raife  up  their  Heads  again^ 
and  rival  that  Reputation  the^  had  before  Don  Stkjfttimj  by 
invadine  Airf  0^7,  deftrojed  hunfelf,  his  Army,  and  the  Lite* 
i^  of  nis  Subje^  which  it  had  coft  his  Anceftors  fi>  much 
to  acquire.  It  is  true  this  mi^t  have  been  undeitakei^  with 
mucb  greater  Probability  of  Succeis  while  the  War  condnued^ 
at  wbidi  Seafon  thefe  Conje6hu:es  were  firft  advanced  $  but  it 
is  fiu:  from  being  too  late,  6ven  now,  if  Things  are  niatwdy 
confidered  before  they  are  carried  into  Execution^  and  are  then 
executed  without  Precipitation.  It  is  a  Point  of  great  Confe- 
quence  to  thofe  who  would  imderftand  the  Interefis  of  EunU^ 
to  re&eSt  on  paft  Events,  and  to  fpeculate  freely  upon  wnal 
may  pof&bly  happen  in  Time  to  come. 

We  have  an  Inftance  of  this,  with  refpeA  to  the  Country 
of  which  we  are  now  treating,  that  ought  not  to  bejpa&d 
over  in  Silence.  A  Refolution  was  taken  bft  Year  in  the  Coun- 
cils of  Portugal^  and  carried  into  Execution,  bv  which,  under 
Colour  of  repreffing  Luxury,  fome  fevcre  Eclids  have  beeii 
publiftied,  which  have  had  a  bad  £(Fe£t  upon  Trade.  This 
ihews  that  his  Ptrtuguefe  Majefty  has  either  forgot  or  changed 
his  Sentiments  on  the  Point  formerly  dilcuilcd  with  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Gahuay^  which  fooner  or  later,  he  may  have  Occar 
cafion  to  repent.  There  is  no  doubt  at  all  to  be  made,  that 
the  capital  Maxim  in  Government  is  the  WelfJEire  of  the  People^ 
but  as  the  N^eA  of  this  is  criminal,  fo  Miftakes  about  it  may 
be  fatal.  A  Prince  can  never  be  too  much  commefi4ed  for 
keeping  that  Maxim  conftantly  in  View,  but  at  the  fitme 
time  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  him,  that  it  be  dKH 
roughly  underftood.    We  wUl  not  enter  into  a  long  political 


[  367] 

DifTertation  upon  fo  iclf-cvident  a  Point,  but  content  ourfelves 
with  applying  what  has  been  ahready  laid  down,  and  which 
cannot  be  diluted,  to  the  Matter  b^ore  us,  becaufe  this  wiH 
at  once  contribute  to  the  Information,  and  to  the  Entertainment 
of  the  Reader. 

It  has  been  already  demonftrated,  as  &r  as  Things  of  this 
Kind  will  admit  of  Demonftration,  that  the  Safety,  Indepen- 
dency, and  Profperity  of  Portugal  muft  depend  either  upea 
her  maintaining  a  ftri<9:  Conjundtion  with  her  natural  Allies, 
or  upon  her  acquiring  a  Strength  fufficient  to  fufbun  heriel^ 
without  having  Recourfe  to  any  foreign  Affiftance;  But  as  the 
latter  is  a  thing  very  difficult  to  do,  fo  beyond  all  Queftioa 
till  it  can  be  brought  about,  it  will  never  be  good  Policy  in 
this  Crown  to  run  any  hazard  as  to  the  former.  Now  we  nave 
likewife  (hewn,  that  till  Portugal  fhall  have  acquired  a  naval 
Force  fuperior  to  that  of  her  Neighbours,  fhe  mufi,  in  fome 
Meafure,  depend  upon  that  of  Great-Britain^  and  therefore  it 
is  diredUy  contrary  to  her  true  Intereft  to  take  any  Step  what- 
ever that  may  be  either  prejudicial  to  that  Force  upon  which 
her  own  Safenr  depends,  or  which  may  weaken  thofe  Ties  Ex- 
perience has  fnewn  to  have  been  hitherto  ftrong  enough  upon 
any  Emergency  to  intltle  her  to  that  Ai&ftance.  Whatever 
aSedb  the  Commerce  between  Great-Britain  and  Portugal^ 
operates  to  the  Di(advantage  of  the  laft  mentioned  Crown,  as 
as  well  by  leflening  our  naval  Force,  which  depends  upon 
Trade,  as  by  weakening  the  Conne£Uons  that  unite  the  two  Na- 
tions, and  are  of  equal  Confequence  to  both. 

It  may  indeed  be  pretended,  that  if  this  new  Scheme  ofPoH- 
ticks  fhould  not  leflen  the  Portuguese  Commerce  in  general^ 
it  will  be  of  no  great  Confequence  to  that  Crown,  tho'  there 
ihould  happen  fome  Variation  in  the  Manner  of  carrying  it  on^ 
yet  when  this  ihall  be  maturely  and  candidly  confidered,  it 
will  be  found  there  is  no  Ground  at  all  foriuch  a  Pretence. 
The  Kingdom  o( Portugal  mu&  befurnifhcd  with  Commodidet 
and  Manufactures  from  other  Countries;  but  it  docs  not  follow 
from  thence,  that  it  is  a  Matter  indifferent  from  what  Coun- 
tries fhe  derives  them.  It  may  be,  that  a  Part  of  her  Trade 
may  fall  to  the  Share  of  the  Subjecl^  of  a  Crown,  the  natural 
Intercfts  of  which  are  contrary  to  her  own  i  or  they  may  fall  inta 
the  Hands  of  a  People,  who  have  no  Regard  to  any  Body's 
Intereft  but  their  own ;  and  in  fuch  a  Situation  of  Tnings,  it 
certainly  behoves  the  Portuguefe  to  be  attentive  rather  in  keeping 
up  their  Commerce  with  thofe  who  wiU,  for  that  very 
Reafon,    coiUidcr   the   Intereib  of  Portugal  as  their  own. 

If 
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tf  diis Miediod  of  aieuing  be  not cbndufiv^  ill  XFonit  oF  ni 
Nature,  dwre  is  noUiing  that  can  bcfo ;  for  Commeroe  is  no 
lon^  a  Bieflin^  to  a  Country;  dian  the  Cdnfeqiitocca  of  it 

arc  bencficfd  to  twit  Country. 

We  muft  indeed  allow,  that  fuppreiling  of  huxatyi 


xaging  Frugality,  a:^d  jproviding  for  the  Stay  of  Ridbcs  amoi^ 
die  &>dy  <a  a  People,  in  whatever  manner  thejr  acquire  them, 
are  Points  that  deferve  the  Attention  of  a  Grovemmait^  and 
more  cfpecially  of  a  Government  true  to  itsf  own  IntocflB. 
But  theie  can  never  be  properly  attended  to,  if  all  the  Coo- 
iequences  that  may  follow  them,  acre  not  fordeen  and  provided 
for.  When  Luxury  is  purely'  the  £ffed  of  pnxligtoui 
Wealth,  it  requires  much  Circumrpe&ion  in  providing  a  mttib- 
Ue  Cure  for  it ;  but  when  Luxury  proceeds  from  an  unequd 
Diftribution  of  Wealth,  Induftry  with  proper  Encotingementi 
will  work  an  eafy  and  an  ene£hial  Curei  On  the  other 
Hand,  forced  Frugality  may  have  very  bad  ESeds,  and  poK 
duce  in  a  ihort  time  Evils  attended  with  worfe  Confequencei 
than  thofe  that  are  apprehended  from  Luxury.  It  may,  indeed 
it  muft  create  a  very  unequal  Diftribution  of  Wealtn ;  for  if 
thofe  who  were  pofleiTed  of  Money,  are  forced  to  £ive  it  wBe* 
ther  they  will  or  not,  numbers  will  be  driven  to  downri^ 
Want,  who  would  otherwife  have  fubiifted  very  weU  upon 
that  Diflipation,  which  was  looked  upon  as  a  Calamity.  Tliefe 
are  Things  that  merit  very*1crious  Reflection  in  all  Coun- 
tries, but  more  efpccially  in  Portugal^  where  if  the  Minds  of 
the  noble  and  the  rich  are  not  taken  up  with  fplendid  Trifles, 
it  is  a  thcufand  to  one  that  they  are.  occupied  by  worfe  Ob* 
je6b.  An  hiftorical  Inftance  will  fet  this  Matter  m  a  very  ftiH 
and  proper  Li^t. 

When  the  Inhabitants  of  Portugal  had  juft  thrown  oflF  tiie 
Yoke  oiSpaln^  thcConde  Duke  ^O/rWr^z confulted  with  a  noUe 
Cenoefe^  who  had  great  Credit  with  him,  as  to  the  Means  by 
which  this  Country  might  be  reduced,  for  now,  {aid  that  great 
Minifter,  the  King  muft  recover  his  Ri^ts  by  the  Sword, 
and  add  to  his  other  Titles  that  of  Conqueft  j  but  the  Ba{inc& 
is  where  to  begin,  and  what  Meafures  we  ought  to  take^  in 
orJer  to  Aveaken  the  Enemy  moft  ?  To  this,  die  crafty  Gennk 
anfwered,  the  beft  Method  is  to  leave  them  in  Peace.  There 
are  many  of  the  noble  Families  in  that  Country  immeniely 
rich,  ana  if  thcfe  are  not  alarmed  by  the  Apprehen%m  of 
common  Danger,  they  will  infellibly  fall  out  amongft  them- 
fclves  and  do  your  Bufmefs.  There  is  a  Reftlef  nefs  in  the 
Spirit  of  thiit  Nation  which  will  not  fufFcr   them   to  enjoy 

their 
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Ihclr  Wealth  in  Peace.  The  Condc  Duke  foUowTd  this  Ad- 
vice,  and  ic  did  not  fucceed ;  but  it  was  Co  very  near  fueceeding 
that  it  (hewed  plainly  he  that  gave  it  had  judg^  right. 

It  is  very  probable  that  what  this  Man  faid  of  the  Portu^efi 
then  may  be  fliJl  true,  for  while  their  Government  continues 
the  fame,  the  Humours  of  Nations  feldom  alter.  If  therefore 
this  rcfilefs  Temper  is  allowed  to  fpend  itfclf  in  Drefs,  Furni- 
ture, Equipage,  Diverfions,  and  fuch  other  Articles  of  Expence  ; 
this  may  contribute  to  the  publick  Tranquillity,  and  muft  of 
Neceflity  difpetfe  the  Riches  of  the  Great  among  the  meaner 
fort  of  People,  and  of  thefe  the  moft  Induftrious  will,  as  it  is 
fit  they  ihould,  have  the  greateft  Share.  But  if  a  fuddcn  Check 
is  given  to  this  before  fucn  as  lavifli  their  Money  have  taken 
another  Turn  in  employing  it,  this  may  become  the  Source  of 
deftruilive  Fadlions  among  the  Great,  and  of  as  deftrudlive 
Indigence  among  the  Mechanicka  and  lower  fort  of  People; 
the  former  will  find  thcmfelves  on  a  fuddcn  too  rich  to  be 
quiet,  and  the  latter  will  become  poor  enough  to  venture  upon' 
any  thing  that  may  procure  a  Subfiftence. 

It  may  be  faid  in  anfwer  to  this,  that  in  many  Countries 
fumptuary  Laws  have  had  very  good  Effects  j  which  is  certainly 
very  true  j  but  then  the  Caufes  of  this  muft  be  looked  for  in 
the  Nature  of  the  Government,  under  which  the  Inhabitants 
of  thofe  Countries  lived,  and  jjie  Difpofitioii  of  the  People. 
Where  the  Wealth  of  a  Nation  arifes  from  annual  Importa- 
tions of  intrinfick  Riches  from  their  Colonics,  it  will  be  a  hard 
Matter  to  infpire  Induitry,  at  leaft  fuch  an  Induftry  as  fump- 
tuary Laws  arc  calculated  to  promote ;  and  therefore  it  is  un- 
natural and  impolitick  to  venture  laying  legal  Reftraints  upon 
fuch  a  People  ;  for  the  true  Way  to  moderate  Luxury  amongft 
them,  muft  be  by  encouraging  Expenco  of  another  Kind,  and 
of  publick  Utility.  If  thi-refore  tho  Court  of  Petiugal,  inftcad 
of  thofe  Edifts,  had  encouraged  the  Nobility  to  itiiercft  them- 
fclves  in  Expeditions  to  the  Indies,  for  improving  their  Settle- 
ments on  the  Coaft  of /ffrica,  or  to  fit  out  Squadrons  againft 
the  Barbary  Corfairs  ;  this  would  have  done  effedtualiy  what 
the  other  either  will  not  do,  or  if  it  docs,  will  introduce  Di- 
ftempers  infinitely  more  dangerous  and  defperate  than  the 
Dili^afe  it  was  calculated  to  remove. 

Ill  dwelling  fo  long  upon  this  SuhieiSl,  we  have  been  in- 
fiuenced  chiefly  by  two  Motives,  the  firft  general,  and  the 
latter  particular.  In  general,  it  is  a  Point  of  great  Confequence 
to  have  a  true  Notion  of  Matters  of  this  Nature,  with  whldi 
State  Empirics  aie  much  indined  tg  meddle,  and  with  whicb 
Bb  if 
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U  they  are  fuffertd  to  meddle,  they  feldom  fail  of  creating  Con- 

fiifion ;  for  it  is  no  fuch  eaf^  Matter  as  fome  imagine,  to 
refUfy  the  Manners  of  Mankind  by  Laws,  though  it  may  be 
lafely  and  advantagcoufly  done  by  Examples.  In  Countries  that 
derive  their  Wealth  from  Trade,  or  from  the  Produce  of  their 
foreign  Settlements,  fuch  Attempts  are  mod  dangerous,  as  the 

.Mechaniibi  of  their  Conftitutions  is  very  complicated,  and 
ought'  therefore  never  to  be  tamper'd  with,  for  fear  that  while 
die  corre£ling  fome  fmall  Inconvenience  is  endeavoured,  the 
v^hole  Machine  (hould  be  put  into  Diforder,  and  what  was  in- 
tended for  publick  Service,  become  unexpededly  the  Ground  of 
publick  Difturbance. 

As  to  the  particular  Motive,  we  have  a  fingular  and  fpccial 
Intereft  in  whatever  regards  the  Welfare  of  the  Crown  of 
Portugal ;  its  Subjedh  are  our  old,  our  natural,  and  our  ufcfiil 
Allies;  we  have  been  benefited  by  our  Commerce  with  them,  and 
they    have    derived   great  Advantages  from  our   Friendihip. 

,  Beiides,  the  Crown  oiPortugal  is  one  of  thofe  Powers,  that  while 
it  regards  its  awn  Intereib  muil  remain  attached  to  the  common 
Caui^  by  which  I  mean  the  Liberty  and  Independency  of  £v- 
fv^^,  the  prtferving  to  every  Kingdom  and  State  its  juft  Right 
or  purfuing  its  own  Welfare,  according  to  its  own  Conftitu- 
tiony  which  as  it  is  a  common  Benefit  to  all,  is  very  proper- 
ly fliled  the  common  Cauf^Jn  Oppofition  to  thofe  arbitrary 
Syflems  by  which  fome  ov^rown  and  defpodck  Crown,  or 
fon.c  ambitious  and  overbearing  Family  is  made  (he  Center, 

.  about  which  other  fecondary  States  muft  move,  as  the  Planets 
do  about  the  Sun^  with  this  Difference,  that  as  the  one  is  ac- 
cording to  the  Law  of  Nature,  fo  the  other  is  in  dired  De- 
fiance of  it,  as  the  Confequences  in  both  Cafes  plainly  provct 


CHAR 


[  37'  1 
CHAP.     XIII. 

A  JuccinB  Defer iption  of  Vvhw^  the  Fewer s  Ot 
prefint  in  Fojjeffion  of  it,  tbtir  Forces^  Reve" 
nues,  andl'  ade.  The  Nature  of  the  Ballance 
in  that  Count,  y,  whence  it  has  been  fo  open  in 
Venger ;  and  -wiy  ttofe  Poviers  of  Europe  w- 
terejt  tbemjelves  jo  much  for  its  Prefervationt 
V)bicb  are  not  conned,  ed  with  Italy  by  uny  of 
the  ufual  Ties. 

THE  great  and  fruitful  Country  of /I'e^  has  been,  as  high 
as  Hidory  records,  either  the  Scat  of  Empire,"  or  the 
Theatrt  of  War.  According  to  the  uarlicft  Accounts  we  have, 
tfiis  extenfive  and  beautiful  Peninfuln  was  then  in  the  fame 
Situation  that  it  now  is,  cajiloncd  out  into  v.irious  littic  ■' nites 
and  Republicks,  all  living  in  Diftruft,  at  lejft,  if  not  in  War 
with  each  other.  The  Reman  Common wciiih  changed  the 
Face  of  Things  by  fwallowing^up  all,  and  m:il.ing  herfclf  the 
Head  and  Miftrtis  of  Italy.  The  Divificn  ot  her  Lmpire 
ovcd  the  Ruin  of  it,  and  the  Provinces  adjacent  to  Itafy 
:ing  loft,  the  b^barous  Nations  that  cori]uvri.d  them  verjr 
foon  became  Mailers  even  of  the  Imperi.J  City  of  Rome,  and' 
divided  Italy  once  more  into  fcparjtc  Principalitiis,  all  of  which 
have  been  extreamly  fubjeit  to  Revolutions,  fometimes  from 
the  fuperior  Power  of  foreign  Invadtr>,  and  as  often  from 
the  Effects  of  inteftine  Commotions ;  f.>  that  no  Hiftory  is 
fiiller  of  Events,  and  con fequently  more  capable  of  gratifjing 
the  Curiofity,  and  fixing  the  Attention  of  a  Reader,  than  tliat 
of  this  Country.  But  to  enter  into  this  is  not  our  Biifine*"' s  it 
•would  be  a  Work  of  great  Extent,  and  prodigious  Vaxitty, 
highly  entertaining  and  highly  ufeful.  All  we  aim  at,  is  to 
make  fuc'i  a  Rfprefentation  of  it^  pfLfent  Stat',-,  a';  may  enable 
every  Reader  clearly  to  comprehend  the  Grounds  of  the  high 
Attention  that  is  paid  to  the  i  atlancc  of  Power  there  j  by  Qiew- 
ing,  as  briefly  as  wc  ran,  how  it  is  divided,  what  arc  the  Titfes 
of  its  prefent  Poffeflbrs,  ther  comparative  Force  and  Intcrefts, 
with  tiher  Circuihllances  of  a  like  Nature,  that  may  fet  in 
a  proper  Light  the  JDifputcs  that  havr  been  lately  cuiniofed, 
B  b  B  .  and 
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and  tbofe  latent  Pretenfions,  which  it  is  fuTpcfied  may  [»o- 
duce  in  our  Times  further  Didurbances. 

We  have  different  Computztion*  of  the  Extent  of  Ita^  _ 
according  to  the  different  Notions!  that  ancient  and  modern 
Authors  nave  entertained  of  the  proper  Bounds  of  this  Couo- . 
try  i  but  not  to  trouble  the  Reader  with  Geographical  Niceties; 
Which  have  fcarce  any  thing  to  do  with  our  Deugn,  and  would 
contribute  little  or  nothing  to  his  Information.  Let  it  fiiflice, 
that  from  the  Frontiers  of  Swiiznland  to  tlie  Extremity  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Naples,  it  is  about  (even  hundred  and  fifty  Miles  in 
.  I^ength ;  and  from  the  Frontiers  of  the  Dutchy  of  Ssviy  to  thofe 
of  the  Dominions  of  the  State  of  P'tnUe,  which  is  its  greatell 
Breadth,  about  four  hundred^  though  in  fomc  Parts  it  is  fcarce 
ft  fi>urth  Part  fo  broad.  As  to  its  Situation,  it  is  bounded  on 
the-  Weft  by  the  Alfs^  which  feparates  it  from  the  adjacent 
Provinces  of  Fratut  \  on  the  North  it  is  likcwife  bounded  by 
^  Ahs  i  and  en  the  Eaft  by  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfc  «f 
Aufina  \  on  the  one  Side  it  is  walhed  by  the  AfrJila-rgnfait, 
ftom  the  County  of  Aj«  to  the  Coafts  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Naples  ;  and  on  the  other  by  the  Adr'iatick  and  the  Ciulph  (£ 
Fenice  j  a  narrow  Streight  divides  it  from  the  fruitful  [Hand  of 
S(«^,  which  however  has  been  in  all  times  reckoned  a  Pan  of  it. 
The  Soil  and  Climate,  in  different  Parts,  are  a*  oppofite  as 
can  well  be  im^ined.  In  Switziilaru/,  and  the  Country  of 
the  Grifinst  the  MounOins  arc  as  high  as  in  any  Part  of 
Europty  the  Earth  barren,  and  the  Air  bleak  and  Chatp ;  the 
Plains  of  Lombardy  again,  are  juftly  ililed  the  Garden  of  Ew 
rspty  as  well  on  Account  of  their  Fertility,  as  the  Serenity  an4 
Plcalantnefs  of  the  Qimate  ;  in  the  Dominions  of  the  Church, 
and  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples,  the  Heal  in  Summer  is  exccf- 
fivc,  to  which  however  they  are  indebted  for  the  richcft 
Fruits,  and  the  moft  odoriftrous  Flowers,  as  well  as  Oyl, 
Wine,  Silk,  atu!  other  valuable  Commodities. 

There  are  few  Countries  in  the  World  better  watered  thaa 
this,  in  icfpc^  to  Springs,  Rivulets,  finall  and  great  Loket, 
as  well  as  urge  Rivers.  Thus  bountifully  dealt  with  by  Nar 
ture,  it  hat  al£i,  from  the  Ingenuity  and  Ai^lication  of  its  Itw 
habitants,  been  ef^emcd  the  Mother  <^  Arts  and  Commcrcf^ 
in  refpefl  to  the  reft  of  Euratt  -,  its  Reputation  is  ftill  fo  h^ 
with  r«^rd  to  the  firfl,  that  tne  Tour  of  Italy  is  conGdercd  >■ 
the  neceflary  Conclusion  of  a  polite  Education;  and  in  rdi:- 
rence  to  tM  latter,  though  the  Trade  of  Italy  is  now  nothiitg 
to  what  it  was,  yet  the.  PorU  of  Genea^  Ltgham,  Nopl^ 
and  Vtmctt  to  lay   nothinf  of  thofe  in  Sitfly,    nuke  Aill^* 
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very  great  Fipjre,  and  derive  vaft  Advantages  to  die  Sovcr- 
reigns  in  vi-h.  fe  Dominions  they  arc  fituated,  Bcfides  all  this, 
the  (everal  Countriesof  /w/yhavefuch  Funds  of  natural  Riches, 
and  the  People  rrc  (a  happy  at  improving  as  well  as  in- 
venting MaiiufaOures,  that  they  ftapid  in  need  only  of  fomc 
favourable  Juncture  to  revive  their  ancient  Spirit,  and  to  maice 
.  as  great  a  Figure  as  their  Anceflors  did  in  comparifon  with 
other  Nations. 

Thert  is  jio  kind  of  Government  fubfiftjng  in  any  Part 
of  Btiropr,  cf  whith  fomcthing  of  the  lite  Kind  is  not  to  bs 
found  in  Italy.  As  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  .Pope,  it  ISPS' 
cuJiar  to  this  Country,  as  it  is  invelred  in  a  fpiritual  Perion, 
and  yet  is  altogether  a  temporal  Power  exercifed  as  abfolatdy^'  . 
and,  as  is  generally  fuppoied,  with  more  Policy  than  in  any  other 
Monarchy.  The  Dominions  of  thofe  two  crowned  Heads  (fisr 
as  yet  there  are  no  more)  that  lie  within  its  Limits,  are  thofc 
of  his  Sardinian  Majefty  at  one  End,  and  of  the  King  of  the 
Ttua  Sicilifs  at  the  other.  The  Dutchy  of  Mtlatiy  once  the 
largeft  and  richetl  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  together  with 
the  Dutchy  of  Mantua  and  its  Dependencies,  belong  to  tiie 
augult  Houfe  of  Aujlria.  His  Imperial  Majefly  is  conQdered 
as  one  of  the  Italian  Powers,  not  only  in  that  Capacity  by 
which  he  claims  a  Tide,  paramount  to  the  greateft  Part,  if  not 
the  whole,  but  particularly  alfo  as  Grand  Duke  of  Tufiwtf. 
The  In^t  Dulce  of  Parrm  is  at  length  in  PolIeiHon  of  a 
Settlement  compofed  not  only  of  that  Dutcky,  and  of  Plo' 
eentiay  which  vras  the  Patrimony  of  his  AnccJlors  by  the 
Mother's  Side,  but  likewife  of  GuafleUa.  His  Serene  Highncfi 
the  Duke  of  Modtna  holds  that  Dutchy  and  Rtggic,  together 
alfo  with  the  Dutchy  of  Mirandola ;  and  befides  thcTe,  then 
are  fome  other  lelTer  Princes  who  would  take  it  ill  if  theji 
■weic  not  ftiled  Sovneigns.  The  Republick  of  Veniu  is  an  un- 
mixed Ariftocracy,  ftill  venerable  for  the  Wifdom  of  it)  Go 
vemment,  as  heretofore  formidable  by  the  Extent  of  its  Do- 
minion, as  well  as  great  naval  Force.  The  Republick  oiGettta 
is  an  Ariftocracy  alfo,  but  not  quite  fo  pure  as  that  of  Ytmci, 
The  Swifi  Cantons,  the  Grijmi  their  Allies,  and  the  City  «f 
Geneva,  are  fo  many  different  Republicks,  each  having  its  par- 
ticular Form  of  Government,  but  owing  their  Strength  to  Uicir 
Confederacy,  which  renders  them  truly  great  and  formidable; 
There  are,  befides  thefe,  two  free  States,  the  Dominions  of  which 
are  Unrounded  by  thofe  of  Sovereign  Princes,  to  whom  notwidi- 
Aanding  they  owe  nothing  by  way  of  Obedience,  or  evm  of 
Bomaee  i  the  fiift  of  which  is  the  Commonwealth  of  Luaa 
Bb  3  in 
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^Bt^he  Nelr^hbourfiood  of  Tufian^t  and  the  kite  tibe  Repub- 
Uck   oi  St..  Marino   in   the  Midft  of  the  Pope's    Tecritor 

Sudi  is  the  Diftribution  of  Power  in  Italy  ;  and  in  the  fup- 
porting  s  Diftriljuiion  and  indintaininpuith  of  thcfc  Princes 
I'd  Su  ^  in  il'eir  r^fpi^tive  Rights,  fo  a  to  prevent  their 
encro^cl.ing  upon  each  ■  ihtr,  or  being  ovurborn  by  a  foreign 
Fo  :.c,  confifti  thi;  PrL-fLri^aiitin  of  the  Balliuice  in  Itah.  \  ' 
'  Term  very  fignificant  in  Polity,  and  originally  invented  here, 
wlisrc  it  is  pLrf-cJy  well  undcifiood,  though  not  aJway^  prac- 
tifcd  1  lor  if  It  wtTc,  the  Powers  in  Italj  need  noc  the  Aflift- 
ance  of  Forcipicrs  to  keep  it  fteady,  lince  how  Cnall  or  weak 
ibevcr  Time  tif  them  may  appear  when  conildercd  tparately, 
yet  the  Cotijun^lion  of  tiieir  Forces  would  be  at  all  Times 
found  fuiF.cient  to  defend  this  Country  Irom  Invafions. 

This  may  appear  (Iranf^,  and  perhaps  incredible,  confi- 
derinT.  th-:  F'^ijure  that  Italian  PrinCLS  ha\e  geiitrallj  made  in 
the  Wars  that  have  happened  in  our  Time.  The  Faifl  is 
nev  rtheltfs  true.  For  liril  with  regard  to  Troops,  though  the 
Militia  in  many  of  the  Principalities  are  very  IndifTcrent,  and 
the  ri^ulat  Forces  much  fitter  for  Shew  than  for  U(e  i  yet  this 
ought  to  he  reputed  the  EffeiSs  of  Luxury  and  bad  Govern- 
ment i  for  in  former  Times,  as  the  moft  authentick  Hiflorits 
fhctVt  thtfe  Countries  bred  as  good  Soldiers  as  any  in  Eurept. 
In  the  next  Place  let  it  be  obferved,  tliat  there  is  hardly  any 
fortign  Service  in  which  Italian  Officers  have  not  diftinguiflicd 
themfdecBj  and  if  wc  lofik  into  the  Records  of  the  two  lafl 
Centuries,  we  (hall  find  the  Names  of  Ila^an  Heroes,  w'lo 
in  I'oinl  of  Courage  and  Conduct  were  little  infcrior  to  thofc 
of  Antiquity.  To  fay  the  Truth,  mnft  of  the  great  Houles 
in  Italy  Were  toundcd  by  iliuftrious  Soldiers,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  if  a  true  Spirit  of  Liberty  prevailed,  they  would 
vry  foon  become  famous  again.  As  it  is,  the  Swifs  ajtd  the  Gri- 
fins  fuinifh  in  other  People's  Q^iarreJs  as  good  Infantry  as  any 
in  the  World  ;  his  Sardinian  Majefty's  Troops  have  acquired  a 
juft  Reputation  in  the  three  laft  Wars,  and  the  Infurreftion  of  the 
Ctnoefi  t'eafants  fhew  what  might  be  expcifled  from  the  Valour 
of  thofe  who  knew  what  they  were  fighting  for.  AH  the  Strength 
of  Itelf  collefled,  is  rather  under  than  over  computed  at  one 
fanrdrcd  and  forty  thoufand  Men,  which  in  their  own  Country 
and  tor  thtir  own  Defence,  thofe  Princes  and  Powers  that  raife 
them  might  very  well  maintain,  fiiice  if  it  were  not  for  a  vmb 
AfFeflation  of  Shew  and  Magnificence,  and  a  flitl  vainer  Pro- 
fenGt/to  coiUy  ■  ^upcrftiuon,  ibe.Subje^  of  the  JtaUan  Po< 
■Ml..  -  II  )i  tcntatcs 
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tentates  would  be  very  far  from  wantine  where^ndth  to  defray 
fuch  an  Armament  for  the  general  Security. 

But  after  all,  notwithflanding  that  the  Ballance  of  Power  is . 
the  common  Intereft  of  all  thcfe  Princes  and  States,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  they  know  this  better  than  Strangers  poffibly  can 
do,  and  are  as  well  fatisfied  of  it  as  can  be  wiAied,  yet  fo  it 
is,  that  with  all  their  Penetration  and  Prudence,  fome  or  other 
of  them  are  continually  deluded  by  fpecious  Views  and  flatter- 
ing Promifes,  toa£l  againll  what  they  are  convinced  is  their 
true  and  great  Intereft,  which  would  certainly  appear  a  Thing 
monftrous  and  abfurd,  if  it  happened  no  where  but  in   Italy^ 
and   muft  on  the  contrary  appear   very  natural  and  probable 
to  any  impartial  Politician  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
Nature  of  Mankind,  and  who  is  fenfible  that  notwithftanding 
all  their  Circumfpcdlion  and  Gravity,  the  Inhabitants  of  Ita^ 
are  Men  like  their  Neighbours,  Men  having  the  fame  or  per- 
haps ftronger  Pafllions,  "and  confcquently  very  capable  of  being 
wrought  upon  when  the  Hopes  of  gratifying  thofe  Paffions  are 
placdd  in  a  full,  though  at  the  fame  time  in  a  fallacious  Light. 
In  their  Writings  and  in  their  Difcourfes,  you  fee  the  Benefits 
of  the    Ballance  perfeftly  explained,   and  the  Errors  of  their 
Anccftors  in  calling  now  the  French^  then  the  Spaniards^  often 
the  Germans^  into  Ita/y^  very  judicioufly  exploded,  while  the 
fame  thing  is  praflifed  by  themfelves  to  this  very  Day.     Nor 
can  the  firongeft  Forcfignt  difccrn,  when  this  Infatuation  will 
ceafe. 

The  Truth  of  the  Matter  is,  that  the  Influence  of  the  two 
great  Houfes  of  Aujiria  and  'Bourbon^  have  in  our  Days  chiefly 
contributed  to  keep  the  Scale  \i\  almoft  conftaxit  Motion,  and. 
whenever   there  has  been  any  little  Recefe,  it  has  laftcd  no 
longer  than  till  the  filcnt  Intrigues  of  the  Partifans  of  one  or 
other  of  thefe  HoUfes  have  been  able  to  pave  the  Way  for  new 
Difputes.     Sometimes  it  has  been  thought  for  the  Intereft  of 
Italy  to  rid  themfelves  entirely  of  one  Houfc  by  theAfliftance 
of  the  other,  and  when  this  nas  been  in  a  good  iVeafure  efle£l- 
ed  at  the  Expence  ^f  much  Blbodlhed  and  Confufion,  £xpe« 
ricnce  has  fhcwn  them  their  Miftake^  in  confequence  of  which 
thiv  have  entered  into  a  new  War  to  fet  Things  right  again* 
Other  Nations  more  at  a  Diftapf e,   find   themfelves  flrongjy 
interefted  in  the  Prefervation  of  the  Ballance  from  a  Varie^  • 
of  Motives,  but  principally  from  thefe  two ;  firft,  becaufe  their 
Trade  in  tie  Mediterranean   mtttf'TufFer  exceedingly  if  die 
pallance  in  Italy  he  deftroyed'j    and  fecondly,    this  Ballance 
k  attended  to,  becaufe  a  Uiverfion  on  the  Side  of  Italy  proves 
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often  a  Thii^  of  the  laft  Confecjuencc  in  the  Cafc  of  a  gcncnl 
War,  the  very  Appreherfion  of  which  keeps  a  very  confide- 
rable  Part  of  the  Forces  of  each  of  the  contending  Houib 
from  being  employed  where  they  might  be  uf  moft  Prejudice 
to  thofe  owers,  who  for  this  Reafoii  malte  the  BaUznce  of 
Itah  fo  much  their  Concern. 

Whatever  there  may  be,  either  dark  or  difficult,  in  thefe 
fhort  and  general  ReJleClions,  will  be  rendered  very  pcrfpicuoui 
by  what  follows;  fur  we  will  now  trent  of  thcfc  Jtaiian  Po- 
tentates feparately  and  diftinitly,  in  order  to  give  the  Readei 
a  competent  Idea  of  their  comparative  Strength,  the  Nature  of 
their  particular  Intcrcds,  and  the  Mians  by  which  they  have 
been  wrought  upon  from  ihc  Dcfire  of  bettering  thcfc,  to  lacri- 
ike  from  time'  to  time  tliat  Safety  and  Security,  which  wouU 
certainly  refult  from  adhering  to  their  general  Intereil  of  pte- 
*erving  the  Ballaivcc,  which  being  built  upon  tjiis  Principle, 
that  Princes  and  States  be  content  with  their  own,  and  purfue 
the  Good  of  their  Subjcils  without  Prejudice  to  their  Neigh- 
bours, is  a  Thing  always  to  be  wiftlcd,  but  at  the  Cimc  time 
hardly  ever  to  be  exported.  \  :■,.•■- 

SECT.  I.  ..".';;!;!';■.,'/   ; 

7he  modern  Htllcry\  political  Intcr^fU^-  end  Con^ 
neBiom,  of  the  Dukes  o/"Savoy,  KinpofSicAj 
and  Sardinia.  \ 

THE  Dominions  of  his  furcZrnfiin  Majefty,  confldervd  at 
Dukeof^m'fj',  and  Prince  oi  Piednunlj  have  been  alwnt 
regarded  as  the  Key  of  Italf^  on  the  Side  of />>»««  j  and  in 
latter  Times  this  Prince  has  been  julHy  looiccd  upon  as  tl» 
natural  Maitur  of  the  Ballance  in  lla!y  ;  nnt  that  his  Dom>- 
nions  even  now,  when  by  various  Acfjuilicions  ihcy  arc  be- 
come much  fuperior  to  what  they  were  under  any  of  his  An- 
ce(lo»s»  qUahfv  iiim  to  give  Law  to  his  Neighbours,  or  even 
to  feciitc  himfdf  from  the  bad  EfFtcls  of  a  general  Allianoe 
againft  iiiiHi  but  Upon  the  Score  of  its  being  his  Interdl  to 
attaa  Peace  Rthcr  than  W:ir  i  and  becautc  while  he  remaiili 
firm  to  his  own  Inttrdl,  Reafon  and  Experience  ftcw,  that  In 
will  never  want  AlIiLf;  willing  to  give  him  all  ^e  AfEfbiict 
he  wants  .foe  the  Prcli;rvation  of  hi^i  own  Territories,  and 
.     .   Buintaininj 
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tnaintaining  that  Syftem,  upon  which  their  Security  and  his 
own  Grandeur  muft  always  depend- 
To  trace  the  Family  of  Savoy  to  its  Origin,  and  to  enter 
into  a  lone  Detail  of  what  has  happened  to  its  Princes  in  Tima 
pad,  would  not  contribute  much  to  the  Performance  of  what 
we  have  promifed  to  the  Reader  j  and  therefore  we  fliall  afcend 
no  higher  than  y'lilor  AriUldeus  the  Second,  the  Father  of  his 
prefciit  SarSnian  Majefty,  and  who  in  his  Life-time  was  dtecm- 
cd  one  of  the  grefiteft  Captains,  as  well  as  one  of  the  »blcft 
Politicians  in  Eurapt.  He  was  likewirc  of  allthc  Princes  of 
hr^.Time  beft  vc/fed  in  thcBufinefs  of  Negociation,  w^ich 
therefore  he  never  trufted  at  all  to  his  Miniflcni,  who  were  feldont 
acquainted  with  his  Treaties  till  they  came  to  figning'jaud  fome* 
times  not  then.  His  whole  Study  was  the  Ballance  of  Italyt 
which  he  perfe<5Hy  undcrflood  and  fteadily  purfued.  His  Situation 
made  this  requifitc,  his  Penetration  brought  this  very  early 
to  his  Notice,  an.l  having  once  conceived  its  Importance,  it 
bscame  his  Rule  of  Ailioii  to  his  Life's  End. 

He  fuccceded  his  Kaiher  Duke  (!Xflrjtf£mi?iiw/,  in  the  Year 
1675,  and  that  by  a  very  furpri zing  Accident.  He  was  then 
3  Boy,  and  had  juft  begun  his  Exercifes;  his  Father,  who  had 
a.  true  Forefight  of  his  great  Qualities,  was  extremdy  fond  of 
him,  and  coming  one  Day  to  fee  him  ride,  the  young  Prince 
had  the  MisfotTune  to  be  thrown  from  his  Horie,  with,  fuch' 
Violence  lltat  ttiiliie' abobt  )Hni^«doiit  he  ite  Jdll^.wlHcl 
afieflcd  DtdiA \0&i7r/R  Emaitul  to:  Xnch  a-Dtgrqt,.  ^t,  he 
fainted  upon  the  Spot,  and  died  in  a  few  Day^pf^J^nzhL 
His  Mother,  the  Dutchels  Dowager  of  Savajy  ^f>vtiA!eA  his 
Dominions  during  the  Minority  of  Fr<Sar  .^mi/i/irtu  ;  and  when 
he  had  attained  to  an  Age  fit  for  Marriage,  the  iiegodated  a 
Match  for  him  with  the  Infanta,  who  was  dien  etlccmed  Heir- 
efs  of  the  Kingdom  of  Portugal,  which  was  carried  fo  far, 
that  the  Duke  de  Cadeval  came  with  a  Poriuguife  Squadron  lu 
}>J'tie,  in  order  to  have  carried  his  Highnefs  to  Li/ben, 

But  the  young  Prince  fufpeiting  that  he  might  lofe  his  he- 
riditary  Countri»s,  and  poffibly  mifs  of  the  foreign  Crown  ho 
was  fecking,  changed  his  Mind  fuddenly,  and  brake  off  the 
Marriage.  It  would  carry  this  Article  into  too  great  a  Length, 
otherwife  we  might  from  this  brifk  Rcfolution  in  ib  youiii* 
B  Prince,  and  the  Confideration  on  whicti  it  was  foundeil, 
fliew  how  very  early  in  fi>me  Minds  the  Seeds  of  political 
Prudence  appear,  and  that  Faculty  of  judging  (as  it  were)  by 
a  finglc  Glance,  on  which  Side  the  Advantage  lies,  a  Thing 
baidly  ever  to  be  taught.    Sue  to  proceed,    fomc  time  after 
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kee%oulU  Aum  M^a  of  Orbantt  riie  ddcA  iMttMer  (f 
Philip  of  Orleans^  only  Brother  to  ^  late  i^iinV  UV.  b^ 
Htnrietta  Marioy  Dati^hter  of  our  King  Charles  I.  So  that 
he  became  nearly  allied  to  our  Royal  Family  j  asd  hb  Son 
the  prefent  King  of  Sardinia,  is  the  firft  Prince  of  Ae  Popifh 
Line,  after  the  -Heirs  Male  of  the  Hovife  of  Stuart,  but  ex- 
cluded from  this  Succeflion  by  thi.-  Ail  of  Settlement. 

It  was  in  virtui,  of  this  Marriage  that  in  the  Beginning  of 
Ais  Reign  the  Duke  of  Savoy  went  into  the  Meafures  of 
France^  and  at  the  Infltgation  of  Liwii  XIV.  began  a  violent 
Perfecution  a^itift  his  Proteftint  Subjcdh  in  the  N'allies, 
about  the  Year  16S5,  which  threw  his  whole  Country  into 
Blood  and  Confiifion.  But  it  was  not  long  before  he  pesceiv- 
td  Ms  Error,  and  that  nothing  couM  be  fo  fata!  to  a  Prince 
U  dq)riving  himfeif  of  a  great  Part  of  his  Subjcdts.  He  was  alfo 
convinced  5iat  the  French  Monarch  meant  him  no  better  than 
Ae  reft  of  his  Neighbours ;  and  therefore  when  the  (irft  grind 
Alliance  was  formed  at  the  Hoj^uc  m  1690,  he  took  care  to 
k  indtided  in  it,  and  ventured  fu  far  as  to  (take  his  Do- 
minicns,  to  preferve  his  Independency. 

His  Succefs  in  that  War  was  but  indifFerent ;  hi>  TnxqB 
were  not  fo  well  difciplined  as  thofe  of  France,  and  he  had  not 
himfcif  tcquired  that  Experience  in  the  Art  of  War,  for 
which  he  became  afterwards  fo  remarkable.  He  pcrfifted  hoW- 
CftT  in  hisPurpofe,  though  he  loft  the  Battle  of  Stafford,  and 
moft  of  the  ftrong  Towns  in  his  Dominions  that  Year.  But 
in  the  next  the  French  were  baffled  before  Cimi  j  and  the  Duke, 
to  fliew  that  he  was  not  fo  defpicable  an  Enemy  as  the  Grand 
Mortaivh  imagined,  made  an  Irruption  into  Daiiphiny,  when 
he  OJok  Gap  and  Ambrun,  and  then  returned  into  his  own 
Dominions.  This  Incuriion  had  its  EfFe^lj  for  in  1693, 
Levjii  XIV.  propofed,  and  the  Duke  accepted  a  feparatc  Peace, 
by  which  Nice,  Suja,  Viilafranca,  and  Mantmiliait,  wqre'rc- 
ftortd  to  him,  as  was  alfo  Pignerol,  but  the  French  thou^ 
fit  to  demolifh  it  firft.  He  obtained  alfo  three  Vallies,  aiSa 
very  confiderahle  Sum  of  Money,  as  a  Compenfatlon  for  thC 
Lois  he  had  fuftained  by  the  War." 

To'  attach  him  more  firmly  to  his  Intcreft',  the  French  Kinj; 
confenied  that  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  his  ddeft  Grahdfon, 
fhould  marry  the  eldeft  Dau^ter  of  the  Duke,  and  that  h^ 
Highncfs  ftiould  command  his  Troops  in  Italy  againfV  'his  oM 
Allies.  After  the  general  Peace,  there  happened  ftyne  new  Dif- 
ferences b<ttwecn  him  and  France,  which  were  compromlfal  bjT 
another  Treaty  in  1701,  when  the  moft  i^hriftian  King  thoi^ 
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nothing  could  ftreng^boi  the  InterRft  ofPbiSp  Dvkc  AAtjm^  . 
whom  he  had  dedaxed  King  of  Spam^  Si  mtidi  as  marrjing . 
into  the  Houle  of  Stnmj  and  therefoctt  he.ccmfcQted  to  hn 
Match  with  the  iecond  Daughter  of  the  Duke ;  and  it  was  at-, 
the  fame  time  agreed,  that  in  cafe  of  a  War,  his  Highnefr . 
ihoidd  be  Generaliffimo  of  the  Army  of  the  two  Crowns  ia 
Italy.  .  • 

By  this  Step  fibe  Politicians  at  Verfaittes  imagined  that  they  • 
had  carried   bvo  great  Points,  that  of  fixing  the  Houfe  of 
Savoy  for  ever  in  its  .Dqpendence  upon  the  Botirben  Famihr, 
and  providing  for  the  defence  of  die  Spaniflj  Dominions  vat 
Itafyy  by  putting  them  under  the  Protedion  o^  the  only  Power 
whereby  they  could  be  hurt ;  and  it  is   very  highly  probable 
that  this  Scheme  of  theirs  would  have  taken  Place  in  its  full- 
Extent,  if   Louvoisy    who  had  then  the  gri^ateft  Credit  with 
ItTivis  XIV.  had  not  overturned  it.     He  had  conceived  an  un* 
reafonable  and  a  very  unaccountable  Diftafte  to  the  Duke  of 
Savoy  J  and  from  the  Brutality  of  his  own  Temper,  was  fo  far 
from  concealing,  that  he  cxprefled  it  in  Terms  fo  grois  and- 
fo  abuiive,  that  no  Gentleman  cduld  have  borne,  and  which 
therefore  it  was  impoffible  that  a  Sovereign  Prince  Ihould  no( 
refent  ^ 

Fi£for  Amadeus  iponfidered,  that  if  his  dofe  Alliance  with  the 
Houfe  of  £^«r^^«  could  not  defend  him  from  fuch  Treatment^ 
his  Succeflbrs,  when  die  Power  of  that  Houfe  fhould  be  more- 
extended  than  it  was,  would  fink  into  a  Dc^rte  of  Dependence^ 
more  uneafy  and  not  lets  diflionourable  than  downright  Suh- 
jedition;  he  took  therefore  the  glorious  Refolution  of  forget- 
ting the  Ties  of  natural  AfFedion  for  his  Daughters,  that  he 
might  fupport  the  Dignity  derived  to  him  fix>m  his  Anceftois^ 
and  leave  his  Pofterity  as  free  as,  in  fpite  of  the  Difficulties 
they  had  to  ftrug^  with,  thofe  Anceftors  had  left  him.  Such 
were  the  Motives  that  threw  him  into  the  fecond  Grand  Al- 
liance, though  at  the  Banning  Things  did  not  fecm  to  go 
much  better  than  when  he  entered  into  the  firft.  The  French 
were  every  where  fuperior,  he  was  furrounded  by  them  on'  ail 
fides,  his  Friends  were  at  a  Diftance,  and  it  required  a  good 
deal  of  Time  before  they  would  be  able  to  ai£t«  No  Prince 
could  know  this  better  than  he,  yet  he  profecuted  his  Plan,  and 
what  he '  had  concerted  with  the  Wiidom  of  a  Politician,  he 
fupported  with  the  Magnanimity  ci  a  Hero. 

The  Fnncb  King  was  no  fooner  acquainted  witb,  or  rather 
no  fooner  {utpeAei  his  Royal  Hi^uieis'^  D^fign,  than  he 
caufed  a  great  Body   of  his  Troops  which  had  joined  the 
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JFnncb  AxBSf  to  be  feizcd  and  ffiuned ;  he  fint  fiie  Duke  A 
Vitdmi  into  PiidmmU^  who  took  f^irrcn/  on  one  Side,  whik 
another  Body  of  Frendf  Troops  became  Maftera  of  Sufa ;  al 
Savoy  was  conquered,  and  the  important  Fortreft  of  Mmtmih^ 
Hon  demolifhed.  The  County  of  Nta  was  reduced  feon  after, 
and  the  msLteSk  Pm  of  PUdmatti  by  Degrees  ;  at  laft  Twrk 
was  invcfted,  and  the  Duke  (aw  himfdf  upon  the  very  Point 
of  Iding  every  Foot  of  Ground  he  had.  He  bore  his  MisfiDr* 
tunes  with  Patience,  he  took  his  Meafures  with  Phidence,  and 
with  great  Generofity  of  Soul  reiefied  the  Terms  that  Liuis 
XIV.  would  have  prefcribed,  with  this  remarkable  Expreffioo, 
that  it  was  better  for  a  Princi  to  Jiarve  with  Hmuwr  tbem 
reign  with  Shame,  The  Imperial  Army  defigned  for  the  Re* 
lief  of  Turifij  was  commanded  by  a  Prince  ot  his  own  Houfc^ 
the  Great  Eugene.  His  March  appeared  wonderfiil  both  to 
Friends  and  Enemies,  and  when  he  arrived  in  Itafy^  his  Armr 
was  fo  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  Enemy,  that  the  Frenm 
boafted  he  had  taken  fo  much  Pains,  and  run  ib  many  Ha* 
sards,   merely  to  lacrifice  them. 

Their  Triumph  was  but  (hort ;  the  Prince  attacked  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  in  his  Lines  before  Turin,  beat  him,  and  by  a  iin^e 
Victory  recovered  Piedmont^  and  (aved  Italy,  This  was  in 
1706  i  the  very  next  Year  the  Duice  invaded  France  in  his 
Turn,  forced  the  Pailage  of  the  Far,  marched  diredly  thro* 
Provemej  and  formed  the  Siege  of  Toulon^  which  miicarried  by 
Accidents  it  would  require  too  much  Room  to  relate.  One 
Thing  is  remarkable,  the  French  with  a  Fury  more  than  bar- 
barous, had  deftroyed  all  his  fine  W^s,  and  cut  down  all 
his  bixx  Plantations 'near  Turing  he  had  an  Opportunity  of 
returning  this  Compliment  in  Provence^  by  deftroying  their 
Mulbcriy,  their  Olive  Trees,  and  their  Capers ;  but  he  dit 
dained  it,  and  on  the  contrary,  took  all  the  Pains  imagina* 
ble  to  prcferve  them.  He  continued  the  War  with  his  own 
Forces,  and  obliged  the  French  to  keep  an  Army  on  that  Side 
conftantly  to  prevent  his  Irruptions,  which  vf^eaken'd  their 
Forces  elfewherc,  and  convinced  them  he  was  no  contemptible 
Enemy. 

At  the  Conclufion  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  late  Queen 
Anne  infifted  upon  the  CeiEon  to  him  of  the  Kingdom  of  Sicify, 
a^d  took  cafe  that  the  Crown  of  Spain,  foiling  the  Heirs  of 
Philip  V.  fhould  be  entailed  upon  this  Prince.  France  reftorcd 
to  him  the  Dutchy  of  Savoy  and  the  County  of  Nice,  and 
yielded  to  him  likewife  in  Perpetuinr  the  Valley  of  Pragelas, 
with  the  Forts  of  Exilies,  and  Fenejtrelles^  with  the  Vallies  of 
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duty  Bordofud^  mAQmiiau  DrntpbtH  I  hA  on  die  oAer  hahd^ 
he  jridded  the  VaUqrof  Brntdmetti  to  the  Otown  of  Frames 
His  moft  Chriftian  Majefly  likewife  confiimaddie  Ceflfenstimt 
were  made  by  the  Emperor,  of  a  PM  of  Mmtftrraty  die  Pro- 
vinces oli  AUxanirim  zniFaUntiay  the  Countnes  between  the 
Po  and  the  Tenaray  the  Lmtetiny  the  Valley  of  5^^>  and  the 
Equivalent  that  was  u>  be  given  for  Vifevanafco. 

All  this  contributed  to  make  the  King  of  Sicifyy  as  he  was 
now  ftiled,  a  very  confiderable  Prince,  and  he  would  have  foon 
become  much  more  confiderable,  if  he  had  remained  longer 
in  Poileffion  of  Sicifyy  where  he  b^an  to  oiake  himfelf  very 
agreeable  to  die  People,  by  fupporting  the  Authority  of  the 
Civil  Government  agaii^  the  Clergy,  who  made  ufe  of  thetr 
too  great  Wealth  and  IVivileges  to  opprefi  and  fttUage  the  People. 
He  had  not  time,  however,  as  we  have  hinted,  to  bring  hit 
DeTigns  to  bear ;  the  Spaniards^  on  die  one  hand,  could  not 
endure  that  he  fhould  keep  that  Ifland,  and  the  late  Emperor 
Charles  VI.  on  the  other,  kept  up  his  Claim  to  it,  and  refolved 
to  take  the  firft  Opportuni^  that  ihould  ofier  of  re-unitiiq^ 
it  to  his  Kingdom  of  Naples. 

The  Lovers  of  fecret Hiftory  have  reported,  diat  Spain  of*. 
fered  to  K'lngFt^or  Amadeusy  an  Expedient  for  drawing  him. 
out  of  thefe  Difficulties,  which  was  die  driving  the  Imperid-* 
ifts  out  of  Italj^  and  then  granting  him-  all  diat  he  could  de-*' 
fire  or  expcBt ;  but  they  (ay  likewife,  that  Spain  infifled  lipon^ 
having  the  Prince  of  Piedmont  delivered  as  a  Hoftage,  which; 
the  King  excufed,  upon  account  of  the  Tenderneis  the  Ouectt 
his  Mother  had  for  that  Prince  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  (werfd' 
the  Prince  ^  Carignan  in  his  Stead,  which  was  accepted ;  but 
when  the  Time  came  for  the  Delivery,  it  was  (aid,  thalPnnoo 
had  made  his  Efcape,  and  was  retired  into  France^  which  (tit: 
irritated  theCourt-of  AHadridy  that  they  immediately  reiblTvd. 
iipon  the  Invafion  of  5fai^.  •  ?•  ;        . 

That  there  was  a  Negociation  fet  on  Foot  between  diis  Mb** 
narch  and  die  Spani/h  Court,  I  do  not  at  all  doubt  |.  but  a» 
to  the  Tale  of  his  giving  Hofhges,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  Chime- 
ra. FiHor  Amadeus  was  of  another  Temper,  than  to  facrifioe 
the  Safety  of  his.  Heir  Apparent,  or  any  Prince  of  h»  Fa- 
mily, in  fuch  a  manner.  The  Uie  he  made  of  that  Treatf 
was  to  amufe  the  Spanijb  Miniften,  and  gam  Time  to  take. 
the  beft  Meafures  poffible,  whicb^  after  mature  Ddiberatioh^ 
he  jud^  was  ftrikii^  in  widi.bis  oM  Allies, ; who  about 
this  Time  concluded  me  Quadruple  Alliance;  All  he  oouli 
obtain  was  the  Exchange  (tf  SidfyJos  As^Wn,   whidi  tho?. 

aveiy 
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1  «ry  grot  Lcfs,  was  better  than  having  nothing  s  but  in  t 
litLi,  'I  ime  it  ftLined  very  doubtful  whether  he  would  be  ablt 
ti)  obtain  thi;,  tlie  Spaniardi  making  thcmftivcs  entiiclj-  Mif- 
Uii  of  it,  at  the  fame  time  that  ihcy  att£u;kcd  and  coiv- 
qucTtd  a  great  Part  of  SUily.  Thcfi;  Events  patlcd  in  the 
Yi-ir  lyiiS.  when  the  Affaiis  tf  t'lis  Monarch  wore  but  u 
iiiiifiertnt  Afpc£l,  till  Sit  Gforge  Bynr  having  entirely  ddlrov- 
ed  the  Spanijh  Fleet,  put  it  in  the  Power  of  the  htptrioiij^i 
to  make  thi.mfelvc-<i  MaAcrs  of  ^Uily  j  ajid  fo  in  chcck'd  the 
Ambicion,  aiid  humbled  tlie  Powtr  of  the  Catholick  Kin^ 
th^t  he  was  once  more  conicnt  to  abandon  S0r4/iffr0,  which  in 
Conf^quence  of  the  Alliance  before  mentioned,  was  dcliveful 
up  to  ViSar  AmadtUii  who  bore  t-ver  alter  the  Title  of  his 
Sardinian   Majelly,  and   continual  a;fo    in   I'ofieflion    of  that 


Illand,  fituaed  VL-ry  near  his  oiliti  Dominions,  and  vtiy 
far  fiom  being  in  i^kll  an  inconfidLrable  Acquifition  ;  though 
certoinly  much  inferior  to  the  nobJc  Kingdom  of  Sicify,  A^ 
for  the  pruf^nt  fell  under  the  Dumtnion  of  the  Empcmr 
Charks  VI.  and  continued  fo  many  Years  after,  till  in  Con- 
fcquence  of  the  Refentment  ol  his  prcfent  Sardinian  Majefty, 
it  w^  once  ^in  recovered  by  the  Bturbon  Family,  and  re- 
mains ftili  in  their  Hoircffion. 

As  foon  as  the  King  found  himfdf  in  fome  Mcafure  fret 
from  thofe  Troubles  and  Uif|iutes,  with  which  his  Reign  h^ 
biilictto  been  embarralkJ,  lie  k-t  about  the  Execution  of  a 
I'roje^^  which  had  been  long  floating  in  his  Mind  j  in  fboft, 
he  compiled,  or  caufed  to  be  compiled  under  his  DiredMO, 
a  compleatCoD.-:  or  Body  of  Laws  for  the  Ufe  of  his  Subjofls, 
which  he  ordered  to  be  publifhed  in  1723,  by  which  be  in 
a  great  meafurc  freed  Ills  People  from  trivial  ind  ventioui 
Suits,  and  from  the  running  into  a  tedious  Length  of  fudi 
as  were  more  neceliary.  The  Lawyers  were  fomewhat  dif- 
p!eafed  wiJi  this,  but  the  King  told  them,  "  what  they  loft 
"  would  be  a  Uain  to  their  Pofterity,  and  that  in  Dominions 
. "  fo  narrow  as  his,  and  fome  of  them  not  over  Iruitful,  it 
*(  was  inconfilfent  with  common  Senfe  to  grant  an  Indulgence  to 
*'  any  one  ftt  of  Men  to  eat  up  the  Pnxiuce  of  all  other  Men's 
"  Labours."  By  his  royal  Ediift  therefore,  and  without  any 
further  Ceremony,  this  Code  divided  into  live  Pans  (the  fcon 
not  being  then  publiQied)  makinga  Vduineof644  Leaves,  was 
declared  tlic  iVitafures  of  civil  Right  throughout  his  Tcni- 
torics. 

It  is  ceruiit  that  he  had  proje^ed  other  Regulations, 
and  fecmed  wholly    bent  upon  fucb  MeaAires  as  njght  taid 
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to  the  ImprovcmenS  of  his  Country,  and  to  better  the  Cona- 
tion of  his  People,  when  he  found  himfelf  under  a  Neccffily  cf 
taking  a  very  extraordinary  Step,  which  however  it  is  highly 
probable  he  had  vciy  maturely  confidered  before  he  took  it, 
tho'  he  was  fo  fecret  therein,  that  nobody  either  in  his  ownCoun- 
try,  or  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  Europe,  had  the  kart  Intelli- 
gence thereof,  before  it  appeared  in  the  Gazette  of  7urin,  la 
conducing  which  importanc  Defign  as  he  did,  his  Majefty  had 
in  view  the  confirming  and  eftablifliing  that  great  Charadhx 
he  had  obtained  through  Europe,  by  obL-rving  the  fairie  Con- 
duit to  the  laft,  as  well  as  to  (l-cure  thofe  grand  Advan- 
tages for  the  Sake  of  which  this  iimazlng  Step  was  taken,  and 
which  would  have  been  infallibly  loft,  if  it  had  been  di&o- 
vered  or  difcloled. 

This  fin^lar  and  furprifuig.  Meafure  was  die  Reltgnxdrdi 
of  his  Crown  in  Favour  of  his  Son  the  Prince  of  PttitmnA. 
He  was  moved  thereto  from  various  Conlidcrations,  but  ptf» 
ticularly  three.  In  the  iirft  Place  he  found  himfelf  fo  'ciRtiiU 
ordinarily  prefled  by  the  Emperor  on  one  Side,  andby/r«»tt 
and  her  AUies  on  the  other,  that  he  could  force  determine 
with  himfdf  which  Side  to  take,  and  therefore  inclined  to 
make  a  Chalin  in  the  Government,  rather  than  ttkt  dther,  Ut 
hopes  of  gaining  Time  for  his  Succeftbr.  He  was  fo  fenlibki,  in 
the  fecond  Place,  that  many  Rcaibns  might  be  alledged  ^malnft 
the  Execution  of  feveral  Schemes  he  had  formed,  in  x&^taik 
for  the  moft  part  to  the  Ecdefiaftical  and  Civil  Government  ef 
his  Dominions,  that  he  judged  they  might  be  better  managed 
by  his  Son.  He  was,  thirdly,  much  worn  with  the  continual 
fatigues  of  a  lone  and  active  Reign,  and  was  defirous  therefbns 
of  paffing  afew  Years  in  Repofc  with  the  Countefs  StSeiafiioJtt 
whom  he  married  When  a  private  Man,  and  retired  wim  ber 
to  Chamberry  in  Savoy. 

This  Resignation  took  Place  in  the  Mondt  of  S^fMiJ^  173O; 
it  was  made  widi  great  Solemnity,  in  the  faience  not  only  of 
the  great  Minifters  of  his  Court,  but  alfo  of  almofi  all  the  No- 
bility and  Perfons  of  Diflini^on  in  his  Dominions.  He  re- 
served to  himfelf  an  Annuity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
£uid  Livres  ^  j^nn.  and  having  recommended  Moderation  to 
-  his  Son,  and  Fidelity  to  his  Subjeib,  rcfigned  his  Crown 
with  the  utmoft  Appeannce  of  Satisfa^on. 

CHARLES  EMANUEL  11.  his  Son  and  Succeffor, 
mounted  the  Throne  which  his  Fattier  had  quitted  19  the  Flower 
€>f  his  Age,  being  then  in  his  thirtieth  Year.  He  had  mar- 
ried in  the  Year  172!)  a  IVioceb  of  the  Houfe  i^Ntubur^t  and  , 
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trponhcrDenufebelnirried  In  1724,  a  Princds  of  Heffi  fUii* 
ftUs,  He  had  gtvoi  great  Hopes  from  his  moft  tender  Yean, 
of  making  amild  and  gracious,  as  well  asagaliant  and  wifePriiicci 
and  at  his  Entrance  into  the  Government  he  met  with  fo  many 
and  fo  unexpected  Crofies,  that  Poftu-ity  will  icatn  with  Wonda 
how  he  extricated  himfdf  from  them  without  Blemilh  to  hii 
Charader,  aind  without  Prejudice  to  his  Admin ifb^tion. 

In  fboit,  the  old  King,  at  the  Inftigation  of  the  Lady  he  hai 
manled,  grew  diflktisficd  with  his  private  Condition,  and  be- 
nn  to  form  Deligns  of  refuming  his  Dignity,  which  he  pro- 
fecuted  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  fo  wild  and  InconTillent  a  Pri>- 
je£t,  and  to  the  Charad^er  of  the  Perfon  at  whofe  Inlhuice  he 
was  weak  enough  to  attempt  it.  The  young  King  afled  a  vciy 
wife  and  dlfcreet  Part^  he  called  together  the  great  Officer 
of  State  and  the  Nobility,  and  having  acauainted  them  widi 
the  Neceflity  he  was  midtr  to  fecure  iiis  Fatlier's  Perfon,  he 
demanded  their  Advice  ;  and  they  were  unanimoiiily  of  Opinion, 
Azt  as  well  for  the  Sake  of  his  SubjeiSs  as  himklf,  he  Ihould 
continue  to  adminifter  Affeirs  with  the  fame  Spirit,  CEconomy, 
and  Prudence  which  he  had  fliewn  from  the  Time  lie  mounted 
the  Throne. 

In  following  their  Advice,  he  fhewcd  himfelf  a  true  Father 
to  his  Country  ;  for  there  iii  nothing  more  certain,  than  that 
it  was  with  the  utmoA  Reluctance  and  Concern,  that  he  took 
the  only  Meafure  that  was  luft  for  him  to  take,  that  of  con- 
fining the  old  King  to  iiis  Palace  at  MantcaUer-,  where 
he  remained  to  the  Day  his  Death,  vi-hich  was  the  lift 
of  O£lober  1732,  in  the  fixty-feventli  Year  of  his  Age- 
But  if  the  Situation  of  chis  Monarch's  Ailain  at  Home  conr 
tinucd  all  this  Time  uncafy  and  perplexed,  the  Concerns  he 
had  witl)  foreign  Courts,  were  not  at  all  le(s  embairaflod. 
The  Imperial  Court  had  afforded  many  Occafions  to  his  Faihcr 
of  Complaint ;  and  thofe  Occafions  were  not  removed  dnder 
the  Reign  of  the  Son,  Whether  diis  proceeded  from  Defigfi 
or  Inadvertence  it  yet  undecided,  but  from  whatever  it  pn> 
ceeded,  its  £(&£b  were  fatal.  His  Sardinian  Majefty  acquainted 
the  late  Earl  of  EJix,  then  the  Britifi  Minifter  at  his  Court,  with 
the  Nature  of  his  Grievances,  and  the  Reafons  which  le4 
him  to  fufpe^  that  they  were  not  very  fincere  at  Vtmney  is 
reference  to  the  Concejlions  that  had  been  made  him,  the  n- 
ther  becauTe  that  all  the  Titles  and  Records  of  the  MmA- 
ferrat,  which  was  yielded  to  him  by  Treaty,  were  withbeU( 
and  he  could  not  help  regarding  this,  and  the  forming  fome' 
Fictenftons  upon  certain  Diltrim,  as  if  th^  were  dcpoulant 
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9>n  the  Dutchv  of  Aiilarij  ^s  Signs  that  he  was  ho  longer  tb 
retain  the  Pofleffion,  than  till  fome  &ir  Opportunity  ihould  ofibr 
for  refuming  them. 

The  Britijh  Court  having  juft  Apprehenfions  of  what  hap* 
pened,  laboured  eameflly  with  his  Imperial  Majefty  and  his 
Minifters,  to  remove  thefe  Obftacles,  to  a  clofe  and  cordial 
Correfpondence  with  the  Court  of  Turin  j  but  that  Dilatorinefe 
which  had  been  but  too  obfervable  on  all  fuch  Occafions^ 
hindered  them  from  taking  thofe  Steps  which  perhaps  they  were 
inclined  to  take,  and  which  might  probably  have  given  his 
Sardinian  Majefty  Satisfeftion.  So  that  while  they  were  nc^ 
gociating  and  trying  a  variety  of  Methods,  to  oblige  this  Prince 
to  let  fall  fome  of  his  Prctenfions,  the  general  Affairs  of 
Europe  took  fuch  a  Turn,  as  was  by  no  Means  fevourable 
to  their  Views. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  Year  1733,  died  King  Jugujius  of 
Poland^  which,  as  we  have  fhewn  ellewhere,  gave  Occafion  to 
a  Rupture  between  the  Houlbs  of  Aujlria  and  Bourbon^  and 
together  with  the  ill, Conduct  bcforementioncd,  afforded  the  latter 
an  Opportunity  of  detaching  his  Sardinian  Majelly  intircly 
from  the  former.  In  purfuing  this  extraordinary  Meafure^ 
that  Monarch  a<Sed  with  all  the  Secrecy  and  Add rcfs  which 
have  been  the  conftant  Charaderifticks  of  his  Adminiftration. 
He  figned  on  the  twenty-fixth  of  September^  with  the  Marquis  dg 
Vaugranant^  an  oflinfive  and  defenfive  Alliance  with  France^ 
to  which  Spain  afterwards  acceded.  The  true  Defign  of  this 
wife  Prince  in  making  this  Treaty,  was  that  exprened  in  his 
Manifefto,  vix,  reftoringthc  Ballance  of  Power,  in //^7iJ';  where 
Jic  thought  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  had  acquired  too  great  an 
Afcendancy. 

It  is  at  leaft  certain,  that  many  of  the  Italian  Potentates  had 
juft  Reafon  to  complain  of  the  Conduft  of  the  Court  of  Vienna^ 
and  that  notwithftanding  this,  their  Complaints  were  very 
little  regarded,  which,  joined  to  his  own  particular  Grievances, 
induced  his  Sardinian  Majefty  to  believe,  that  if  the  Plan  laid 
down  in  this  Alliance  could  be  carried  into  Execution,  the 
Affairs  of  Italy  would  not  only  be  put  into  a  better  Condition  for 
the  prefent,  but  that  all  Things  might  be  properly  fettled  on 
a  right  and  folid  Bafis  for  the  future.  When  the  French 
Army  began  to  pafs  the  A^s^  Count  Traun^  at  that  Time 
Governor  «f  ATilan^  was  fo  little  apprized  of  the  true  State 
of  Things,  that  he  offered  his  Sardinian  Majefty  all 
the  Affiftance  in  his  Power,    to  impede  their  ,Pafiage  ;    to 

C  g  wbid^ 
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which  die  King  anfwered  coldly.  That  thy  did  mi  jcomt  tt 
Mnemes. 

MaHhal  Villars  conunanded  the  French  Army,  and  his  &r* 
dinian  Majefty  having  joined  his  Troops,  the  Conqueft  of  die 
JMilanefe  was  very  foon  atchieved.  The  King  made  this  Cam- 
paign in  Pcrfon,  as  he  likewife  did  the  next  Year;  but  the 
Queen  felling  dangcroufly  iU,  he  was  conftrained  to  return  to 
7urin  in  the  ktter  End  of  the  Month  of  June  1734,  and 
auring  his  Abfence  was  fought  the  famous  Battle  m  Parma, 
Count  Merci  commanded  the  Itf^eriaKJls ;  he  was  extremdy 
ill  of  the  Gout,  but  that  did  not  hinder  his  taking  Poft  on 
the  Right  of  the  iirft  Line  of  his  Infantry  in  his  armed  Chaify 
where  with  great  Coolncis  and  Intrepidity  he.  gave  his  Or- 
ders till  he  was  mortally  woynded.  I'he  French  General  was 
Monfteur  de  CQigniy  who  haying  been  lately  deceived  by  the 
hnpertalifts  pacing  the  OgUo^  and  penetrating  iijto  the  Avr- 
mcfany  which  he  thought  impnuSllcable,  he  was  the  more  con- 
cerned to  recover  his  Reputation  by  gaining  a  Battle.  Tliis 
rendered  the  Difpute  very  obftinate  and  very  bloody  ;  for  feme 
People  fay,  that  there  never  was  an  Aflion  in  which  the  Bu* 
fineis  was  determined  by  fmall  Arms  that  lafted  longp:  than 
this,  except  the  cnfuing  Battle  at  Guajlalla. 

The  Imperiali/is  were  obliged  to  retire ;  but  Prince  Lewis  of 
fflrtembergy  who  fucceeded  Count  A^ci  in  his  Command, 
brought  his  Forces  in  very  good  Order  to  Reggioy  and  the  pre- 
fent  Field-Marflial  Count  Koningfegg  coming  to  take  the  Com- 
mand, it  was  not  long  before  he  made  tlie  French  fenfible  of 
his  fuperior  Capacity  j  for  on  the  fifteenth  of  September  1734, 
he  parted  the  Secchta^  furprizcd  a  part  of  the  French  Axmy^ 
and  obliged  Marfhal  Broglio^  who  was  a  Horfe-Officer,  and 
ought  to  have  known  the  Fords  better,  to  make  his  Efcape 
^without  his  Breeches.  This  brought  on  the  Battle  of  GuadaBey 
which  was  fought  on  the  nineteenth,  and  therein  the  King<^ 
Sardinia  commanded  in  Perfon.  He  had  already  gained  a  great 
Character  in  publick  and  private  Life :  He  was  the  Father  of 
ills  Family  ancf  of  his  Poople,  enjoyed  in  his  Court  the  Plca- 
iures  of  a  regular  and  amiable  Occonomy,  at  tlic  (ame  Time 
that  he  was  revered  and  adored  by  his  Subjects;  he  had  (hew- 
ed a  Reach  in  Politicks  much  fuperior  to  his  Age,  but  his  Be- 
haviour in  the  Battle  of  Guajfalla  obfcured  all  that  he  had  hi- 
therto performed  ^  and  the  Splendor  of  tliat  Viftory,  which  was 
entirely  owing  to  his  perfonal  Courage  and  his  Condu^  threw 
his  former  great  A£Uons  intq  Shade,  fince  all  ^icr^^ruQg  now 
%'ith  his  Praifes  as  a  Hero, 
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In  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Year  died  his  Queen,  which 
however  did  not  hinder  the  King  from  appearing  again  in  the 
Field,  where  Count  Kptingfegg  found  himfelf  obliged  to  yidd  to 
the  great  Supariority  of  the  Allies,  and  the  Skiff  of  the  5/<i- 
fujh  General  the  Duke  de  MonUmar^  one  of  the  ableft  Profi- 
cients in  the  Art  of  War  then  in  Europe,  All  the  IrnperialiJIs 
had  to  do  was  to  preferve  their  laft  Stake,  the  important 
City  and  Fortrefe  of  Mantua^  and  this  they  did  till  the  Preli- 
minaries were  fettled  and  figned  at  Vienna. 

On  this  Occafion  his  Sardinian  Majefty  had  a  convincing 
Proof  of  the  Steddinds,  good  Faith,  and  upright  Intention  of 
the  Court  of  France  i  for  the  Britijh  Minimy  having  con- 
certed with  the  Court  of  Vienna  a  Plan  of  Peace,  by  which 
Toriona  and  the  Tortonefe^  IJtnmra  and  the  Novarefe^  toge- 
ther with  the  Vigevanafquejwcrc  to  be  detached  from  the  Dutchy 
of  Milan^  and  annexed  for  ever  to  Piedtnmt ;  the  French  Court, 
by  a  dandeftine  Negociation,  deprived  him  abfolutely  of  one 
of  thefe  Diftrifls,  and  only  left  him  his  Choice  of  the  other 
two,  in  which  Situation  he  preferred  the  former.  Thefc  Pre- 
liminaries were  figned  OSfober  3,  1735,  and  were  in  every 
refpedt  favoiu^ble  to  France^  injurious  to  her  Allies,  fiital  to 
the  Houfe  of  Juftria^  and  deftru6live  of  the  Ballancc  of  £»- 
rope. 

By  them,  imder  Coloiu:  of  King  Stanijlaus^s  Right  to  the 
Crown  of  Poland^  France  obtained  Lorrain  for  herfelf,  contrary 
to  repeated  Declarations,  diat  j(hc  meant  to  gain  nothing  by 
this  War ;  for  this,  Spain  was  obliged  to  give  Tufcany  as  an 
Equivalent,  and  Parma  and  Placentia  were  alfo  yielded  to  the 
Emperor  in  lieu  oi  Sicily  and  Naples.  The  King  o^  Sardinia 
well  undcrftood  the  ill  Ufage  he  had  met  with,  and  faw 
dearly  how  little  he  had  to  hope  in  favour  of  the  Ballancc 
of  Italy^  from  cither  the  Juftice  or  the  Policy  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon.  But  the  Preliminaries  being  figned,  there  was  no 
drawing  back,  and  therefore  he  acceded  to  them  on  the  i6th 
of  Augujl  1736,  at  Turin ^  fully  fatisfied,  that  he  had  cxpofed 
his  Perfon  and  his  Dominions,  only  to  aggrandize  a  Power 
already  but  too  formidable  to  all  its  Neighbours,  and  parti- 
cularly fo  to  him. 

It  was  from  this  Time  that  hi^  Majefly  purfued  with  the 
greateft  Steddinefs  his  originalSyftem,  of  reftoring  and  prefcrv- 
ing,  to  tlie  utmoft  of  his  Power,  the  Ballance  oi  Italy ^  by  pre- 
venting the  Incroachments  of  either  df  the  two  great  Fami- 
lies, whofe  Quarrels  have  fo  long  difturbcd  the  Peace  of  that 
Country,  and  indeed  of  all  Europe.    I  call  it  the  original  Syftem 
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of  this  Prince,  bccaufe  it  Was  really  what  he  aimed  at  by  tlui 
War ;  fo  that  when  our  minor  Politicians  glance  at  his  In- 
conftancy,  and  afFe<Et  to  be  witty  upon  his  having  been  on  bodi 
Sides,  they  flioot  very  wide  of  the  Mark,  for  he  never  waf 
but  on  one.  I  mean  by  one,  his  own  natural,  rational,  and 
invariable  Intcreft,  that  of  the  Ballancc,  from  which  bis 
Wifdcm  will  never  allow  him  to  depart,  and  which  it  is  hop- 
ed his  other  heroic  Qualities  will  aJw*.ys  enable  him  to  fii- 

tain. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  cxpefted,  that  this  Difpofidon  fliould 
bind  him  infcparably  to  either  of  thofe  Houfes  5  his  Prindpie 
is  Independency,  not  for  himfclf  oiJy,  but  for  the  other  Powcn 
of  Italy,,  in  whofe  Caufe  he  fights  as  well  as  his  own  j  and  dits 
is  not  his  Intercft  fmgly,  but  ours  j  and  therefore  he  is,  widi 
great  Propriety,  ftiled  our  natural,  as  from  his  unalterable  Stod- 
dincfs  to  the  common  Caufe  he  is  widi  equal  Propriety  called 
our  faithful  Ally.    But  to  return  from  Refle£tion$  to  Hifia- 

jy. 

At  the  prcfling  Inftanccs  of  his  Subjefts  he  conlented  to  a 
third  Marriage,  and  in  the  Month  ot  March  1737,  cfoouftd 
the  Princefs  Elizabeth  There/a^  Sifter  to  the  prefent  Empe- 
ror, then  Duke  of  Tiifcany^  a  Princefs  who  joined  all  the  Ac- 
complifhments  that  are  amiable  in  her  Sex,  to  all  the  Vir- 
tues that  were  requifite  to  adorn  her  high  Station.  She  made 
her  Entry  into  Turin  on  the  22d  of  the  Month  laft  mentioned  j 
and  as  mere  never  was  a  Marriage  more  agreeable  to  the 
Maxims  of  true  Policy,  fo  never  was  there  any  more  ha(^ 
with  refpeft  to  the  Parties  thcmfclvcs ;  for  with  regard  to  Ae 
Conjugal  State,  it  may  without  Flattery  be  affirmed,  that  their 
Sardinian  Majefties  were  a  Model  to  their  Subje6ls.  On  the 
3d  of  May  1739^  his  prefent  Imperial  M^'efty,  at  that  time 
Great  Duke  of  Tufcany,  made  a  Tour  to  Turin^  wherb  he  was 
received  with  all  the  Rcfpeft  and  AfFeftion  imaginable. 

A  little  after,  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  u'as  proclaimed 
there.  I  mention  tliis  particularly,  becaufc  it  was  attended  with 
a  Declaration  from  the  King  of  Sardinia^  by  which  it  plainly 
^  appeared  that  feme  Doubts  had  been  ftartcd  about  the  ToviTi 
of  Saravalla,  whether  it  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the 
Tortonefe  or  not ;  and  from  thence  it  alfo  appeared,  that  the 
Records  beforementioncd  were  not  even  then  delivered  up,  but 
the  King  figns  upon  an  cxprcfe  Condition,  that  they  fhould 
be  delivered  to  him  in  fix  Montlis  Time,  purfuant  to  the 
IVeaty  of  1703.  This  very  clearly  (hews  how  much  Reafon 
tiii;>  rrincc  has  bad  to  adt  with  great  Caution  and  Circum- 
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ipefUon,  in  rdped  to  whatever  Ceffiona  have  been  made  hint 
fince ;  but  with  Rq^  to  the  Uprightneft  of  his  Intention, 
and  his  fincere  Defign  of  maintaining  the  refpedive  Powers 
in  Italy  in  the  juft  Enjoyment  of  their  Rights,  no  part  of  his 
Condudt  has  given  the  leaft  Caufe  to  doubt  it. 

After  the  Death  of  the  late  Emperor  CharUs  VI,  when 
Spain  was  determined  to  pufli  her  Pretenfions  in  Italy  by  Force, 
and  had  alfo  fecured  the  AffifUnce  o{  France  for  that  Purpofe, 
no  Stone  was  left  unturned  to  bring  his  Sardinian  Majefly  into 
their  Meafures,  and  Threats  and  Promifes  were  employed  with 
all  the  Addreis  of  which  their  ableft  Minifters  were  capable, 
and  yet  to  no  manner  of  Puifofe.  We  are  however  to  con- 
lider,  that  at  that  Time  his  Majefty's  Afiairs  were  In  a  very 
embarrafled  Situation;  the  Queen  of  Hungary  was  pufhcd  to 
the  utmoft  in  Germany^  her  Forces  weak  in  Italy^  and  as  yet 
there  was  no  Treaty  of  Subfidy  fettled  with  Great  Britain,  On 
the  other  Hand,  the  Duke  of  Modena  was  adhially  arming  in 
favour  of  the  Spaniards j  they  fucceeded  perfeftly  in  their  pro- 

I'cdted  Defcent  upon  the  Coaft  of  Tufcany^  and  the  NeapMan 
"orces  were  ready  to  join  them,  when  there  was  juft  Reafon  to. 
fear  that  France  would  aft  on  the  other  fide. 

In  thefe  perplexed  Circumftances  the  King  of  Sardinia  fhtW" 
ed  himfclf  equally  firm  and  prudent.  He  was  determined  to 
aft  in  favour  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary ;  but  in  fuch  a  Situa- 
tion of  Things,  it  was  not  either  requifite  or  convenient  that 
he  fhould  declare  his  Intention.  He  publilhed  therefore  a 
Manifefto,  aflcrting  his  own  Rights  to  the  Dutchy  of  Adilan^ 
which  he  laid  down  as  the  Foundation  for  his  defending  that 
Countiy  againft  a  Spanijh  Invafion.  Soon  after  this  he  entered 
the  Duke  of  Modena*^  Dominions,  and  upon  his  Serene  High** 
nefs's  refufuig  to  difarm  his  Troops,  and  retiring  to  the  Spanijh 
Army,  his  Majefty  made  no  Difficuhy  of  reducing  Modena 
and  Mirandola  by  Force,  and  by  a  wife  and  well-condufted 
Oppofition,  forcM  the  Spanijh  Army  under  the  Duke  dc  Mon^^ 
temar  to  retire  towards  the  Frontiers  of  NapUs. 

But  the  Spaniards  having  a  furer  Game  to  play,  ;uid  march- 
ing another  Army  through  the  South  oi  France^  tlielCing  found 
it  neceflary  to  return  to  Turin  to  provide  for  the  Defence  of 
his  G)untry  on  that  Side  j  and  this  he  did  fo  elFeftually,  that 
the  Enemy,  after  attempting  to  forge  his  Retrenchments  at  Villa 
Frama^  were  obliged  to  abandon  their  Defign  of  penetrating 
through  the  Country  of  Uice  >  and  they  were  alfo  defeated  in 
a;iothcr  Attempt  thiey  made  tlirough  the  Valley  oi  BarccUnctta. 
\\  i{i  tr^je  that  in  the  Winter  they  fdl  upon  the  Dutchy  of. 

Cc  3  S*^v^x 


[  390  ] 

Savoy^  and  made  themfdves  Maftersof  it ;  but  the  ICingroos 
drove  them  out  again,  and  covered  diat  Country  tiD  towardi 
the  Clofe  of  die  Year,  when  by  Dint  of  fuperior  Force  they 
became  Matters  of  it  again. 

By  this  Time  the  Face  of  Afiaire  was  fomewhat  dian^d 
in  Europe^  and  his  Sardinian  Majefty  was  more  at  Libeityto 
avow  his  real  Intentions ;  which  when  he  found  himiitf  fecuie 
of  LX  ing  fupported  by  his  Allies,  he  did  without  Scruple,  and 
his  Troops  had  a  very  confiderable  Share  in  the£unou$  Battk 
of  Campo  SantOy  which  was  fought  in  February  1 743,  in 
which  Count  Ajhremont^  who  commanded  his  Forces  in  Oiic^ 
loft  his  Life.  It  b  very  true,  that  after  the  Court  of  ^«mf 
thought  fit  to  recall  Marflial  Traun^  and  fend  Prince  Ldh- 
wit%  towards  the  Frontiers  of  Napksy  his  Majefty  did  not 
appear  extremely  vigorous  in  fupporting  that  Meafure  ;  but  the 
Keafon  is  very  plain,  and  was  no  odier  than  this,  that  he 
fufpetSted  his  own  Dominions  would  be  asain  attaAcd,  » 
they  accordingly  were  in  the  moft  unlik^  Sealbn  of  die 
Year,  by  the  French  and  Spaniards  in  Conjunftion* 

His  Majefty  took  the  Command  of  thie  Army,  upon  this 
Occafion,  in  Perfon,  in  the  Month  of  0^$ber^  and  thou^ 
he  was  feized  with  a  violent  CcAd,  fo  that  his  Head  and  Face 
were  fwelled  to  a  great  Degree,  yet  he  vifited  his  Retrench- 
ments himfelf,  and  contributed  not  a  little  by  his  Preficnee  to 
the  Defeat  of  tlie  Enemy  at  the  Village  of  Paatj  where  tii^ 
loft  five  thoufand  of  their  bcft  Troops,  and  were  obliged  to 
abandon  all  Hopes  of  penetrating  into  Piedmont  for  that  Yean 
Thefe  Tranfaftions  are  demonllrative  Proofis  how  defenlible 
the  Entrances  of  the  Dominions  of  this  Prince  really  arc,  when 
he  is  able  to  defend  them,  and  how  impoflible  it  would  be  to  fbroe 
him  if  his  Power  and  Revenue  were  fome what  greater  than  they 
yet  are,  though  in  both  he  is  far  fuperior  to  his  Anccftors. 

It  was  about  this  Time  that  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  as  the 
ftrongeft  Proof  of  his  conflant  and  unalterable  Refolution  to 
fupport  the  common  Caufc,  and  preferve  the  Auftrian  Domi- 
nions in  Ifaly^  concluded  with  that  Princeis,  and  his  Britanmdt 
Majefly,  the  famous  Treaty  of  Wtrmsj  the  only  clear  and  ex- 
plicit Alliance  entered  into  during  the  War  j  by  the  eighth 
Article  of  which  he  obtained  certain  Conccffions  in  return  fiir 
what  he  had  already  done,  and  in  confideration  of  what  by  that 
Treaty  he^  tindertobk  to  do,  and  which  he  afterwards  moft 
^n&ally  nnd  faithfully  performed. 

By  the  ninth  Article  the  Queen  of  Hungary  yvAAeA  to  him 
any  Ri](ht  (he  mi^ht  have  in  the  Marquifafie  of  Pinaly  theo  in 
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the  Pofleffion  of  the  Gemefr^  who  were  to  receive  an  Eqiu* 
valent  for  it,  and  csndufive  of  the  general  Benefit  that  was  to 
jefult  to  all  liatf  from  its  beine.made  a  free  Port,  and  from 
its  opening  a  Communication  by  Sea  to  the  Dominiors  of 
his  oarHmoH  Majefty,*  who  from  the  Terms  of  this  very 
Treaty,  became  Ac  perpetual  ProteSor  of  the  Italian  Libertic; 
By  the  tenth  Article  it  was  agreed,  that  no  Peace  or  Truce 
(hould  be  made  till  his  Majeuy  was  reftored  to  thofe  Parts 
of  hb  Dominions,  of  which  he  had  been  difpoflels'd  by  the  com- 
mon Enemies,  and  of  which  they  continued  poflefled,  till  they 
were  totally  eaten  up  and  impoveriflied* 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Advantage  ftipulated  in  &vour  of 
tfiis  Prince  by  the  Treaty  bcfoiftinfhtioned  were  very  confi- 
derable  ;  but  when  it  is  remeipbered  that  he  had  ah-cady  dearly 
earned  them,  diat  what  was  given  him  wasr  as  much  for  the  opoA, 
of  the  common  Caufe  as  his  own,  and  after  lofing  a  great  rart^ 
he  was  ftill  to  riik  all  the  reft  of  his  Dominions  in  defence  of 
this  Caufe ;  it  b  impofEble  Tor  iMiy*  fenfible  Man  to  think 
that  what  was  thus  granted  Mm  ¥W  too  much.  It  is  the  more 
necefiary  to  clear  up  thefe  Points,  becaufe  many  Mifhkes  have 
been  made  about  them,  and  becaufe  without  having  a  right 
Idea  of  them,  it  is  impo0ibte  this  Subje£l*fhould  be  thoroughly 
underfh)od. 

There  is  another  Circumflance  which  we  mufl  not  pais 
over  in  Silence,  and  it  is  this  \  at  the  very  Time  the  King  of 
Sardinia  concluded  this  Treaty,^  he  was  oflfia:ed  higher  Terms 
in  refpefl  to  his  private  Advantage  by  the  French  and  Spamar4s  ; 
which  fhcws  tbclmportance  o£  hisFriendfhip,  and  proves  the 
Reafonablenefs  of  granting  him  a  juft  Equivalent  for  the  «x^ 
traordinary  E^cpences  to  which  he  was  pul^  by  adhering  to 
this  Caufe.  17)ere  were  however  fome  Difficulties  maoe  in 
the  Execution  of  this  Treaty,,  but  thw  were  at  laft  got  over, 
and  his  Sardinuim  Maiefly  reaped,  the  Benefit  of  it  ia  its  full 
Extent  during  the  War,  ib  &r  as  depended  iqpon  the  Queen 
of  Hungary. 

The  Campaign  of  1744  afforded  np^  Proofs  of  his  SanEman 
Majefty's  Abilities,  and  of  the  Significanc}'  of  his  Friendfhip, 
In  the  very  Beginning  of  tho^Year,  the  Spantjh  and  French 
Army,  commanded  by  the  Infant  Don  Philip  and  the  Prince 
of  Contiy  aflembled  on  the  Frontiers^  and  as  foon  as  the  Seafon 
would  permit  pafled  the  Farr^  arid  took  PoflcfEon  of  die 
Town  of  Nice  upon  the  firft  of  ^irit^  His  Sardinian  Majefty's 
Forces,  under  the  Command  of  the  Marquifs  de  Suza^  re« 
mained  in  the  Retrenchments  thrown  *  up  in  d)e  Neighbour* 
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A'lonth  the  EncniV  attacked  them,  and  bought  at  a  vay  dev 
Rate  {viz.  the  Lofs  of  fix  thoufand  Mcn>  exdufive  of  Officen) 
a  very  fmall  Advantage. 

But  however,  this  enabled  them  to  penetrate  into  Piedmostf 
and  to  lay  all  the  Country  wafte  in  their  Paflage  ;  and  yot 
th;;y  found  fo  many  Difficulties  in  this  Expedition,  that  when 
they  feemcd  to  have  in  a  manner  accompliflicd  it,  they  were 
glad  to  abandon  all  they  had  taken  rather  than  venture  x 
Battle ;  and  turning  ofF  into  the  French  Territories,  took  the 
Rout  of  Chaifau  Dauphine^  which  in  fivefeveral  Attacks,  from 
the  feventccnth  to  the  nineteenth  of  yuly^  they  could  hardly 
maftcr;  after  which  however,  they  reduced  Demont^  and  n 
forced  a  Paflage  on  that  Side  into  Piedmsnt^  in  which  Coua* 
try,  when  once  they  came  into  it,  they  lived  with  all  the  Hu- 
manity and  Politeneis  of  Tartars, 

As  late  as  it  was  in  the  Year,  they  befieged  the  Fortress  of 
Coniy  in  which  there  was  a  (inall  Garrifon  commanded  1^ 
fiaron  Leutrum,  who  notwithAanding^  defended  it  with  the 
utmofl:  Refohition,  and  interrupted  the  rrogrcfs  of  theBefi^en 
by  fuch  well-timed  and  fuch  wdl-concerted  Sallies,  as  gave 
the  Kino;  his  Maiter  teifure  to  come  to  his  Relief,  "which  he 
attenij,twd  the  thirtieth  of  Sepiewher  with  great  Intrepidity,  at- 
tack i::g  tlic  Spar.iards  and  French  in  tiieir  Lines,  which  how- 
e\».r  v.'cre  fo  well  defended,  that  he  retired  with  fome  Lofs, 
t:  r  ;./,:  Avjthout  finding  an  Opportunity  of  letting  the  Gover- 
nor know,  that  he  would  very  foon  adventure  another  En- 
gagement ;  for  which  however  there  was  no  Occafion,  fince 
the  French  after  a  general  Storm,  in  whicii  tliey  loft  near  three 
th(  ufand  Men,  found  themfdvcs  in  no  Condition  to  cairy  on 
the  Siege,  and  therefore  raifed  it  on  the  nineteenth  of  O^loher 
following,  burying  at  their  Departure  many  Pieces  of  Cannon, 
and  fufFering  in  their  Retreat  to  fuch  a  D^ec,  that  not  one 
half  of  their  Armv  returned  into  France. 

In  1745,  the  tifanijh  and  French  Courts  having  concerted 
Meafures  with  the  Rcpubiick  of  Genooy  made  ver}'  little  doubt 
of  overpowering  the  King  of  Sardinia^  more  efpecialiy  as  they 
were  certain  that  the  Prujfians  would  employ  the  whole  Forces 
of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  in  Germany  \  neither  at  the  Begin- 
ning was  it  at  all  unlikdy  tliat  they  Ihould  have  fucceeded  to  tl>e 
utmofl  of  their  Wifhcs,  fince  tliey  had  by  a  vaft  Superiorit)', 
pe -eirated  through  the  Dominions  of  the  Republiclc  as  thcjr 
propofcd,  united  all  their  Forces,  which  hitherto  they  never 
^ad  been  able  to  clTcd,  and  having  received  their  Auxiliaries 
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aind  a  Train  of  Artillery  from  Gema^  b^an  to  attack  tliC 
jnoft  confiderable  Places  in  his  Sardinian  Majefly's  Domini* 
ons,  fuch  as  Tortonaj  Alexandria^  ^c.  which  were  fo  well  der 
fended,  that  before  they  could  be  reduced,  the  Army  of  the 
two  Crowns  was  leflenal  by  a  full  Third.  All  this  Time  the 
Aujlrians  were  a£ling  upon  the  Defenfive,  Things  had  taken 
a  very  bad  Turn  in  Germany^  and  the  Rebellion  was  at  its 
grcateft  Height  here. 

In  fuch  Circumftances,  and  after  a  Battle  which  brought 
their  Forces  within  Sight  of  Turin^  the  French  fet  on  Foot  a 
new  Negociation  with  his  Sardinian  Majcftj',  in  the  Courfe  ot 
which  they  made  him  0'eater  Promifes  than  ever,  and  at  laft 
offered  him  his  own  Terms ;  but  the  King  remained  firm  to 
his  Engagements,  and  difcovered  the  fame  Afiivity,  Diligence^ 
and  Spirit,  as  in  the  former  Campaigns.  In  this  he  followed 
his  Fathei^s  Example,  and  fhcwed  that  while  his  Allies  kept 
the  Terms  ftipulated  with  him,  he  was  incapable  of  fettingon 
Foot  a  feparate  Treaty,  and  thereby  making  himfeif  eafy  at 
their  Expence,  though  he  might  have  pleaded  Neceility  with 
as  great  a  Colour  as  any  Prince  e\'er  did  or  could.  But  all  the 
ufe  he  made  of  this  Coqjun<3ure  was  to  fet  a  good  Exam- 
ple, and  to  fhew  that  Alliances  deliberately  made,  were  to  be 
religioufly  kept. 

In  the  Spring  of  the  fucceeding  Year,  ^dien  the  Circum- 
Aances  of  the  Queen  of  Hungary  allowed  her  to  reinforce  her 
Armies  in  Italy^  his  Majefty  very  early  exerted  himfeif,  and 
by  a  moil:  furprizing  Stroke  of  military  Courage  and  Con- 
ducft,  drove  the  French  out  of  moft  of  the  Places  they  had 
taken  in  his  Territories,  and  afterwards  joining  the  Auftrian, 
Army,  fhut  them  up  in  the  City  of  Placentia.  This  brought 
on  the  famous  Battle  of  Rittoffredo^  in  which  they  opened  a 
PaiTage  for  a  Flight  out  of  Itcny^  abandoning  Genoa  to  the  Re- 
fentmcnt  of  her  Enemies,  and  retiring  with  Precipitation  into 
France^  whither  they  were  foon  after  fcdlowed  by  die  Allies. 

His  Sardinian  Majefty  took  this  Opportunity,  and  avail- 
ing himfeif  of  his  good  Fortune,  reduced  Savdna  and  Finals 
which  remained  in  his  Pofleffion  to  the  clofe  of  the  War. 
Thefe  glorious  and  inconteflable  Proofs  of  his  Wifdom,  Va- 
lour and  Probity,  received  the  next  Year  a  noble  Addition, 
by  the  almoft  incredible  Vidory  gained  at  Exilles^  by  which 
tlie  beft-laid  Plan  the  French  and  Spamjb  Generals  ever  formed, 
was  entirely  difconcerted,  and  the  Flames  of  War  liindered  from 
fpreading  again  into  the  Heai^t  of  Italy. 

The 
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The  difi^rent  Attempts  that  were  made  for  reducing  the  G^ 
of  Genoa  after  its  Revolt,  had  all  the  Affiftance  and  Countenance 
given  them  by  this  Monarch  that  could  be  cxpeded,  confiflent 
with  his  Safety,  tho'  he  had  many  Reafons  to  be  difpleaied 
with  the  Uiage  he  met  with  in  the  original  Capitulation. 
Yet  Surmifes  mere  were,  as  if  (bmewhat  ^  IndifFcrence  hii 
appeared  in  his  Condu£l  in  .this  Point,  which  if  true,  muft 
luivc  been  prejudicial  to  the  common  Caufe.  We  are  not^ 
however,  obliged  to  credit  any  fuch  Story,  without  the  flighteft 
Degree  of  Evidence,  more  cfpecially  when  it  is  remembered,  tbat 
his5tfrirff/tf»Majeily  defuied  to  have  a  militaryMinifter  conflandf 
refident  in  his  Court  during  the  War  on  the  Part  of  the  Grown 
of  Great  Britaifij  who  might  affift  in  Councils,  and  fee  tk 
Corps  that  were  e^pToycd  e\'ery  Campaign,  that  it  mig^t  apo 
pear  he  fulfilled  in  every  Refped):  the  Terms  ftipufaucd  on 
his  Part  by  the  Treaty  of  Subfidy,  which .  PunAuality  hii 
Majefty  confidered  as  the  moft  efficacious  Means  for  prefcTvinz 
the  Fncndihip  of  Great  Britain^  even  uriien  die  War  fhouU 
be  at  an  End ;  and  in  this  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  find 
his  Account. 

In  the  Negociation  carried  on  at  Aix  la  Chapelle^  for  the  de- 
finitive Treaty  of  Peace,  his  Majefly  employed  the  Chevahir 
iCOJforio^  and  the  Count  de  la  Chavarmes.  By  the  fixth  Article 
of  the  Treaty  concluded  there,  he  was  obliged  to  reftore  to 
tiie  Republfck  of  Genoa^  and  to  the  Duke  of  Modena^  what« 
ever  had.  been  taken  from  them ;  fo  that  by  this  Means  be 
loft  both  Savona  and  Ftnalj  and  confequcntly  all  that  had  been 
ftipulated  in  his  Favour  by  the  Treaty  of  tt^ormsy  as  to  the 
laft  mentioned  Place  ;  but  by  the  fame  Article  the  Dutchv  of 
Savoy^  and  the  County  of  Niee  were  reftored  to  him  by  thetiouft 
of  Bourbon.  By  the  feventh  Article  he  made  a  folcmn  Refig* 
nation  of  that  Part  of  the  Putchy  of  Placentle^  which  had 
been  yielded  to  him  by  the  Emprefs  Qiiecn,  by  the  Treaty 
beforementioned.  But  by  the  twelfth  Article,  the  Pofleffion  of 
all  his  former  Acquifitioiis,  as  well  as  thofc  that  were  left  to 
him  in  Confequence  of  the  Treaty  of  Worms^.  were  rccog-^ 
nized  and  fecurcd,  and  he  likewife  obtained  the. general  Gua- 
rantee eftablifhed  by  that  Treaty  .for  thofe  Provinces,  as  wdl 
as  for  all  the  refl  of  his  Dominions  wherever  fituatcd,  or  in 
what  manner  ibever  acquired. 

We  will  now  take  a  (hort  Survey  of  the  Territories  of  .thit 
Monarch,  as  they  ftand  iincc  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace, 
diflinguifhing  the  modern  Acquifitions  from  the  hereditary 
tlUics  dttcndcd  from  \u8  Anceftors,    The  Macd  of  SarJink 
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is,  next  to  Sicifyj  the  largeft  in  die  MuBterranean ;  it  is  a&out 
forty-five  Leagues  in  length,  and  twenty  in  breadth^  has  lis 
veral  good  Ports  and  large  Towns  Tery  populous  for  its  Size^ 
though  the  Air  is  reputed  not  very  whdefome  to  Strangers. 
It  produces  a  coarfe  ftrong  Wine,  and  a  confiderable  Qi^ran- 
tity  of  Oil,  but  the  Staple  Commodity  is  Com,  of  which  in  a 
very  plentiful  Year  there  has  been  exported  to  the  Value  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling.  The  People  are  rough  and 
unpoliflied,  live  in  a  kind  of  barbarous  Plenty,  which  afford- 
ing them  much  Meat  and  little  Labour,  they  look  upon  their 
own  Ifland  as  a  Paradife,  out  of  which  they  are  drawn  w/th 
great  Reludancy.  We  have  (hewn  Aat  the  late  King  Vi£for 
jtmadeus  was  obliged  to  accept  this  Ifland  inftead  of  Sicily ;  and  as 
it  is  now  managed,  it  affords  a  tolerafafe  Revenue,  more  efpe- 
cially  when  the^King's  Circumftances  permit  him  to  receive 
it  in  Com. 

The  Dutchy  of  Savoy  is  a  large  but  very  feu*  firom  a  fruit-' 
ful  Country ;  however,  the  Inhabitants  are  a  hardy  and  kboriois 
People,  and  by  their  Induflry  fubfift  tolerably  well.     The  Prin- 
cipality of  Piedmont  is  a  very  lame,  and  the  befl  Part  of  it  x 
very  fertile  and  well-cukivated  Country    much  lefs  expofed 
than  Savoy^  on  Account  of  the  difficult  Entrances  into  it  very 
ftrong  by  Nature,    and  mofl   of  them  well  fortified  by  Art. 
Tuririy  which  is  the  royal  Refidence,  is  a  very  large  and  beao^ 
tiful  City,  fhmding  on  the   River  Po^   and    aamirahlj  wdl 
fortified.     The  County  of  Nice  is  lefs   firuitfiil,    but  of  fflrcat 
Importance,  as  it  is  almofl  the  only  part  of  the  King's  Do- 
minions on  the  Continent,  which  lies  upon  the  Sea.      Thefc 
Countries  are  the  ancient  Patrimony  of  his  Maiefiys  Family^ 
but  the  Additions  made  to  them  are  very  confideraole.  TheA/^fff- 
f err  at  is  a  Dutchy  that  was  formerly  annexed  to  that  of  Manttm^ 
but  the  Houfe  of  Savcy  had  an  old  Claim  to  it,  which  was  revived 
when  the  laft  Duke  of  Mantua  was  putunder  the  Ban  of  the  Em- 
pire in  1708,  when  the  prefent  King  ofSar£nia*8  Father  obtained 
the  Inveltiture  of  it  from  the  Emperor,  vriiich  was  confirmed 
to  him  by  the  Pteice  of  Utrecht.    The  Diffai£b  which  from  time 
to  time  have  been  acouired  at  the  Expence  of  the  Dutchy  of 
Aiilatiy  have  augmented  very  confiderably  both  the  Power  and 
the  Revenue  of  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  and  have  alfo  extended 
his  Influence  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  makehb  Friendfhip  very 
efTcntial  to  the  Safety  of   all  his  Neighbours ;   fo  that  he  is 
juflly  eflcemed  one  of  the  tnofl    confiderable    Potentates  in; 
Itafyy  exclufive  of  his  Expedancies,  which  if  any  of  his  Fa- 
jnily  fhould  come  to  enjoy,  would  render  them  one  of  the  moft 
conflJeraole  Powers  in  Europe.  2 
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•     The  Commerce  of  thefe  Countries  was  heretofore  fo  r^ 

inconfiderable  as  to  be  fcarce  worthy  of  Notice,  but  by  D^recs, 
and  under  the*two  laft  Reigns  more  efpecially.  Things  hxvc 
been  very  much  changed.  The  Staple  Commodity  of  Pied" 
mont  is  a  kind  of  Silk  mdifpenfably  neceilaiy  in  many  Manu- 
fa£tureS)  and  his  Sardinian  MzjAy  has  put  this  under  fuck 
KegulatioYis  as  make  it  rife  to  the  highdft  Amount  poflible ; 
the  Navigation  of  the  Po  enables  the  Inhabitants  of  Turinf 
and  the  adjacent  Country,  to  carry  on  a  contiderahle  Trade 
to  Finici.  There  is  a  little  (and  but  a  little)  Traffick  ftirring 
at  Alexandria  ^nd  ViUafranca,  Befldes  all  thefe,  his  Sar&moL 
Majefty  has  gradually  and  fdently  poflcfled  himielf  of  all  the 
Pailages  by  which  the  inland  Irade  is  carried  on  between 
France  and  Italy^  and  having  it  by  this  Means  in  his  Power  to 
lay  what  Duties  he  thinks  proper,  derives  from  thence  an  ad- 
ditional Revenue,  which  is  not  only  of  great  Confequenoe  ia 
itfelf,  but  the  more  fo  by  keeping  the  neighbouring  States  in 
9,  kind  of  Dcpendance,  through  Fear  .of  the  Injuries  he  mig^ 
otherwifc  do  the  Conunerce  of  their  Subiefb. 

This  Account,  concife  as  it  is,  fufficiendy  demonftrates  die 
Power  of  his  Sardinian  M^efly,  and  the  Truth  of  what  wc 
at  firft  laid  down,  that  it  is  ooxh  natural  and  expedient  the 
Ballance  of  Italy  (hould  be  held  by  him.  Ijis  Interefts  feem 
to  dire£t,  the  Situation  of  his  Country  demands,  and  even 
without  the  Icaft  Sufpicion  of  Flattery,  we  may  add,  the  Con- 
duft  of  the  prcfent  King  defcrvcs  it.  Whatever  Addition  of 
Territory  he  receives  from  any  Quarter,  is  not  more  ^n  Ac- 

?uifition  to  him,  than  to  the  common  Caufe ;  and  we  have 
Lcafon  to  wifli  his  Power  increafed,  becaufe  wc  fee  tlie  whole 
of  his  Power  has  been  exerted  for  the  nobleft  Purpofes,  in 
prefcrving  the  Freedom  and  Independency  of  Italy^  which 
without  Qucftion  will  be  always  at  his  Heart,  and  in  his  Eye. 

The  Doubts  and  Sufpicions  wliich  weak  and  narrow  MinJs 
have  been,  at  certain  Seafons,  too  apt  to  fuggeft  with  Refe- 
rence to  this  great  Prince's  Conduft,  are  in  R^ity  as  idle  and 
improbable,  as  tliey  are  falfe  and  groundlefs;  bccaufc  it  is 
impoffiblc  that  the  rloufe  pf  Bourbon  fliould  ever  give  him  any 
Security  for  the  Performance  of  the  Promifes  they  may  be  in- 
duced to  make  him.  A  little  Confideration  will  fct  this  in  the 
ftrongeft  Point  of  Light.  The  Offers  they  made  him  have 
been  almoft  without  Limits  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
fhews  his  Importance,  muft  convince  him,  that  unle<s  thcv 
had  mighty  V  lews  for  their  own  Advantage  they  would  ncva 
mak^  them.    But  what  axe  thcfc  Views?  The  ^aWifliing  \ 
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filperior  Power  in  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  m  Italy.  If  we  jpTit 
this  into  other  Words,  it  means  neither  more  nor  lefi  than 
pf opofmg  to  give  him  a  Maftcr ;  which  is  fuch  a  Propofition, 
as  no  Offers  whatever  can  tempt  a  wife  and  brave  Prince  to 
h'llen  to  with  the  leaft  Attention. 

It  was  to  avoid  this,  that  in  the  earlieft  Part  of  his  Reign 
he  entered  into  an  Alliance  with  thofe  very  Powers,  which 
gave  him  an  Opportunity  of  knowing  their  Maxims  fo  well, 
while  they  profeffed  themfelves  his  Friends,  that  it  is  die 
greateft  Abfurdity  to  fuppofe  he  can  ever  be  brought  to  truft 
them,  after  having  had  diem  fo  long,  and  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
his  Enemies.  It  was  to  prevent  his  having  a  Mafter,  that 
he  engaged  in  the  late  War,  and  run  fo  many  Rifles  in  the 
Courfe  of  it.  This  was  manifeftly  the  Bafis  of  the  Treaty  of 
IVorms^  the  whofe  Scope  of  whidi  was  to  render  him  in- 
dependent, and  to  give  him  die  Power  of  fupporting  that 
Lidepcndcncy. 

To  depart  therefore  from  this  Plan,  for  the  Sake  of  any 
thing  that  could  be  offered  by  the  Spaniards  and  French^  would 
be  fuch  fi  manifeft  Sacrifice  of  the  Subftance  to  the  Shadow, 
that  confidering  the  Knowledge  we  have  of  his  Sardinian  Ma- 
jefty's  Charafter,  ought  never  to  be  fufpeftcd.  The  fmalleft 
Diltrift  granted  him  by  the  Queen  of  Hungary^  under  the- 
Guarantee  of  his  other  Allies,  is  of  more  real  Confequance 
to  him,  than  half  the  Dutchy  of  Milan  given  him  by  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbony  admitting  they  fhould  have  it  in  their  rower 
to  give  it ;  becaufe  they  can  never  have  this  Power,  without 
having  at  the  fame  time  the  Power  of  taking  it  again,  which 
which  would  not  only  render  the  Pofleifion  of  that,  but  of  all 
his  other  Dominions,  precarious. 

It  is  very  apparent,  that  even  as  Things  ftand  now,  die 
Territories  of  this  Monarch  arc  very  far  from  being  exten- 
five ;  but  it  muft  be  allowed  that  they  are  very  populous,  and 
the  People  of  Savcy^  arid  of  the  Valleys,  are  naturally  martial  ^ 
{o  that  under  thefe  two  laft  Reigns  a  very  confiderable  Army 
of  regular  Troops  has  been  conflandy  kept  up,  and  the  King 
can  never  be  at  a  Lofs  to  bring  forty  or  fifity  thoufand  Men 
into  the  Field,  when  Occafion  requires  it.  This  Force  is 
indeed  nothing  in  Comparifon  of  that  of  France  and  Spain ; 
but  it  will  appear  very  confiderable,  when  compared  with  the 
Strength  of  other  Italian  Princes.  Befidcs  this,  the  Fortreffe 
of  Piedmont  are  in  fb  good  Order,  that  his  SanSnian  Majcltjr 
caa  always  m^e  a  Stand  till  he  is  (upporttdbjihcyftj/lrialfsi 
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which  he  muft  be  fo  long  as  they  dcTire  to  prderre  their  Do^ 
nunions  in  Itafy. 

'Upon  thcTe  Principles  therefore  we  may  fafely  lay  it  down, 
that  though  his  Revenue  isnotib  large  as  that  of  the  Great 
Duke,  yet  he  is  one  of  the  er^eft  rowers  in  Itafyj  and  is 
jufUy  efteemed  fo  by  his  Neidibours,  his  Allies,  and  his  £ne- 
jpies.  His  Qaim  upon  the  Gtr  of  Getuvoy  and  the  Attempci 
inade  by  tome  of*  his  Predeceiiors  to  become  Mafters  of  it^ 
will  be  hardly  ever  forgot  by  that  little  Republick,  which  how- 
ever isiiiffiaently  covered  &x)m' either  his  Ambition,  or  his 
Refentmenit,  by  its  ftrid  League  wifli  the  JStvtJs  Cantons,  as 
weD  as  by  the  Proteffioh  it  may  always  expedl  from  die 
/Wwi  Crown/ 

The  Preteniions  he  inherits  from  his  Anccftors  to  fevenl 
Places  Doilefled  by  the  Republick  of  Genoay  wiU  probablf 
hinder  mm,  at  leaft  for  (bme  Years,  from  living  in  any  Arid 
Degree  of  Harmony  with  that  Commonwealth,  whioi  is  na- 
turally jealous  of  him,  and  will  probably  continue  lb ;  thougji 
if  they  knew  their  own  Intereft,  Aev  would  certainly  compio- 
mife  their  DiiFerences  with  this  rrince,  which  would  be  a 
Thing  of  great  Confequence  to  both.  His  taking  the  Title 
of  King  otCypntSj  and  fome  other  Circumflances,  has  cre^d 
a  Cddnefs  between  this  Monarch  and  the  Republick  of  Fifdce^ 
though  it  is  certainly  for  their  mutual  Good  to  for^  old  In- 
juries, and  to  affift  each  other. 

There  have  been  formerly  high  Difputes  between  his  Ma- 
jefly's  Prcdeceffors  and  the  Pope,  which  have  been  renewed 
m  the  laft,  and  even  in  the  prefcnt  Reign,  but  they  feem 
now  buried  Ih  Oblivion,  as  they  ought  to  be,  confidering  that 
his  HoHnefs  muft  be  long  ago  convinced  by  Experience  that 
the  Thunder  of  the  Vatican  has  loft  its  fefEcacy,  and  Ex- 
communications will  do  very  little,  either  with  this  Prince  or 
his  Subjfedte  ;  and  as  to  the  temporal  Power  of  the  Pope,  it 
Is  not  to  be  compared  with  that  ef  the  Sardinian  Mo- 
i^rch. 

The  Territories  of  the  King  of  tlie  Tivo  SlcilieSj  if  we  con- 
iider  him  only  in  the  Liglit  of  an  JwHan  Potentate,  lie  at  too 

freat  a  Diftance  to  create  any  Ditfcrences  between  them; 
ut  confidered  as  a  Prince  of  the  Hcufe  of  B-urbon^  the  King 
of  Sardinia  cannot  but  be  jealous  of  any  Augmentation  of  his 
Power.  But  to  fay  the  Truth,  the  great  Point  which  this 
Mpnarch  muft  always  keep  in  View,  is  the  ballancine  the 
P^wtr  of  that  Houie  and  the  Houfe  of  Jujiria  s  to  the  latter 
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ot  ti^hich,  notv^ithftandin^  his  near  Relation  In  Blood  to  th» 
fonner,  it  is  more  natural  for  him  to  adhere. 

As  Things  ftand  at  prelent,  it  is  i^  bom  being  probaUe 
that  the  Court  of  Vwoia  will  indiiie  to  Meafiires  thiat  nwf 
ju{Uy  provoke  a  Prihoey  to  whom  ihe  has  fo  many  ObUga* 
tions,  for  whofe  Afiiftance  fhe  muft  have  fo  often  Oocafioni 
and  who  in  that  Cafe^  would  eafily  find  Refources  fufficieqjC 
to  defeiid  himfelf  ^ainft  all  Attempts.  On  the  other  Hand, 
while  from  a  dueR^ard  to  their  refpe£tivelnterefts^.a  good. 
Corrcfpondence  is  kq)t  up  between^  them^  the  Light  of  £xp 
perience  plainly  Ihews,  that  their  Enemies  will  find  it  very  hard 
to  make  any  Impreffion  upon  either ;  and  in  PrcCeis  of  tisat^ 
it  is  highly  probable  that  fuch  Alterations  may  happen  in  iSjptf^ 
as  will  render  their  Capacity  of  defending  themlehres  flill  greater 
than  they  are  at  preient.  ... .  ' 

But  with  refped  to  the  Houfe  of  Bwrhn^  thou^  it  19^ 
be  alway^^  decent  and  proper  for  his  Sardinian  Ai^jefly  tf 
preferve  for  it  a  juft  Meafure  of  RefpeA  and  Complaiiaiaqu 
yet  as  his  Safety  muft  perpetually  depend  upon  the  Gre^lnev 
of  his  own  Strength,  and  the  Limitation  of  their  Power,  1o 
it  can  never  become  either  requifite  or  agreeable  to  him  to 
enter  into  any  clofe  Alliance  with  that  Family,  the  aggpuif 
dizing  of  which  muft  be  almvs,  if  not  at  his  Expenc^  at 
the  Rifque  of  his  Security.  There  are  alfo  goodReaibns  tip 
believe,  that  France  will  not  eafilv  be  drawn  to  quarrel  wi^  » 
Prince,  who  keeps  as  it  were  the  Gates  of  her  Dominions^ 
and  who  may  be  juftly  ftiled  a  Terror  to  her,  while  fhe  i$ 
fo  to  all  the  reft  of  her  Neighbours  i  for,  widiout  Doubt,  if 
the  King  of  Sardinia  were  thorou^il^  provoked,  and  th^ 
Houfe  of  Aujirla  at  full  Liberty  to  fupport  him,  he  might 
carry  his  Arms  either  into  Dauphiny  or  Prvmnci^  or  perh»» 
into  both  at  the  fame  time^  more  eflkadoufly  than  in  the  lall^ 
or  the  preceding  War;  in  both  which,  however,  Irruptions'on  tfaiitf 
Side  have  brought  the  French  Monarchy  into  Circumftanccs 
of  very  great  Diftrefi. 

As  for  the  Maritime  Powers,  they  are,  though  at  a  Diftanoe, 
the  natural  and  conftant  Allies  qf  the  Monarch  of  whom  we 
are  fpeaking ;  becaufe  their  Interefts  and  his  are  the  iame : 
And  if  a  good  Port  could  be  made  in  the  County  of  Nict 
capable  of  admitting  Men  of  War,  he  would  be  quickly  able 
not  only  to  maintain  his  own  Freedom,  but  alfo  to  proteft 
the  Libernr  and  Independency  of  Italy  againft  all  Invadm : 
And  thougn  he  would  not  be  even  then  in  a  Capacity  of  ^v^ng 
liaw  to  others. 

If 
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If  bnce  the  Aflaira  of  tlils  Part  of  the  WoHd  mwre  put  inl* 
fijch  a  Situation,  the  Benefits  refulting  to  the  People  there, 
as  well  us  to  all  tlie  reft  of  Europty  would  be  Co  great  and  fu 
evident,  that  his  Sardiitian  Majcfty  would  have  no  room  ts 
apprehend  any  new  Confederacy  formed  againft  him,  fmee 
his  Neighbours  would  he  then  as  willing  to  defend  that  Syftcn^ 
as  for  want  of  confidcring  it  properly,  they  formerly  lecmcl 
averfe  to  receive  it. 

Wc  have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  Article,  bccaule,  witk 
icfpeiSt  to  the  Brilip  Nation,  tficrc  is  no  Power  in  Italy  witli 
the  Strength  and  State  of  which  it  imports  us  fb  much  (ole 
well  acquain'lcd  as  the  Crown  of  SarSnia.  Bcfidcs,  from  the 
manner  in  which  wc  have  treated  this  Point,  many  Thingt 
have  been  faid  which  relate  to  die  general  Intereil  of  that  Couii* 
try,  as  well  as  to  the  particular  Concerns  of  fevcral  of  the  l» 
Sen  Powers,  which  confetjuently  we  fhall  be  under  no  No- 
ceflity  of  repeating  again.  But  there  is  one  Thing  very  r> 
(juifite  to  beobfcned  before  we  conclude,  which  is  this,  that 
nothing  can  be  of  greater  Importance  to  the  Trade  of  this 
Nation,  than  the  prcferving  the  Ballancc  In  Ilaly^  which,  if 
loft,  miift  nccelFariiy  threw  all  that  valuable  Branch  of  Com- 
merce in  which  wc  have  at  prefcnt  fo  large  a  Share,  and  ftom 
which  we  derive  annually  a  coniiderablc  Profit,  into  otiur 
Hands,  and  which  is  worft  of  all,  into  the  Hand^of  the  Frtntb; 
a  Thing  agiunft  which  wc  have  as  much  keafun  to  guard  at 
a  trading  Nation,  as  the  King  of  Sanlinia  himfelf  has  Oaufc  to 
oppofe,  as  far  as  pofliblc,  the  Growth  of  the  /  rtnch  Power,  out 
of  regard  to  his  own  Safety.  This  fufficiently  Oicws,  that 
our  InterH^s  are  really  mutual,  and  that  there  is  nothing  of 
political  Art  in  what  we  have  been  tolJ,  of  tl)c  Expediency  of 
fiipjiorting  this  Monarch  againft  all  his  Liwniies,  though  at  A 
large  Expence  to  ouifelves.  1, 
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7?j(r  Prefent  State  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfi 
of  Austria  in  lialy.  - 

THE  great  Point  which  the  Maritime  Powcra'had  iS 
View  at  the  Death  ai  Charles  II.  King  of  Spai'n,  the 
]all  Hcir-Malc  of  the  cUleft  Bmnch  of  the  Houfe  of  J»/rIa, 
■was  to  divide  his  Territories  in  fuch  a  utmiicr  between  the 
lemainiiig  Part  of  the  Houfe  of  Anjiric,  and  the  Defcendanta 
of  the  Dauphin  of  France,  as  miffht  pre forve  the  Tranquillity'. 
of  Europe  at  that  Time,  arid  the  BaiLinte  of  Power  for  ^e^ 
future.  It  was  I"  anfwer  this  End,  thaibytheTtcaties  viXJtrteht 
and  Baden,  all  the  Spanipi  Dominions  iri  Italy  were  fecured 
.  to  tiic  Emperor  CliarUs  VI.  and  the  Qiiadriip!e  Alliance,  and' 
stil  the  Negociations  founded  thereon,  wcie  built  upon  the 
Jime  Principle. 

By  this  Means  his  Imperial  Majcftv  became  poncfTed  of  the 
Kingdr.m  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  the  nofele  Dutchy  of  Afilan,  and,- 
all  its  Dqicndcndcs,  together  wjth  the  Dulchy  of  Mantua^ 
which  was  fcizcd  upon  the  late  Duke  Charts  1  V's  adhering  ta 
France  in  the  preceding  War,  ard  dying  in  Exile  aX  Venice, 
The  Dutchics  of  Parma  and  Placc.-tia  were  yiddid  to  him 
by  the  Treaty  of  Plernia,  as  an  Equic.Jent  for  Naples  and  Suilj^ 
though  in  the  Cpirrrn  of  thi?  Court  of  Vienno,  biit  a  poor  one. 
The  noble  Dutchy  of  Milan,  which'  has  been  dtfervedty 
eflcemcd  one  of  the  fined  Principalities  in  Eurcpt,  is  abtrve 
two  hundred  and  forty  Miles  in  Length,  and  eighty  inBreaddh 
_  It  is  generally  divided,  together  with  the  Countries  ji-ncxcd 
"  to  it,  into  thirteen  Difiricis,  -biz.  The  Milai>e/i  ;'h  ^pcr.  The 
Pavefe.  The  Lode/an.  The  Cremanefi.  The  Caniafs.  The 
County  of  Jnghlera.  The  Vallies  of  Sefv.  Th-.' N- r/r. 
The  yigevar.ols.  The  Lemtline.  The  Akxar.drin.  Th-  Tar- 
itneft.  And  the  Tcriitoty  cf  hohkio.  But  of  thcfe  feveral 
have  been  £:ranted  to  the  Kinjr  of  Sardinia,  fome  by  the  Em- 
peror Charles  VI.  and  cjtl'iers  by  the  Emprefs  Queen  now 
reigning,  as  we  'ave  already  fticwn  in  another  I'^aic  ;  but 
notwithflanding  '^  ,  what  remains  to  the  Houfe  o(  Aufiria^ 
jr.-.y  be  ftill  conl.dtred  as  one  of  the  faiieft  and  fincft  Couii«  ■ 
tries  in  her  PolTdTion. 

Dd  I( 


[  402  1 

It  lies  in  a  moft  pleafant  Climate,  and  is  bleft  with  ii 
fruitful  a  Soil  as  any  in  Europe^  watered  by  the  noble  Riven 
Poj  TeJ/ift^  Adda^  and  &^<7,  belldes  the  famous  Lakes  of  Mag" 

fiore^  Lugano^  and  Como.  But  to  come  to  the  moft  material 
^ointy  the  Revenues  that  are  drawn  from  it  amount  to  at  leaft 
three  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  a  Year,  befides  iti 
furnifhing  Subfiftencc  for  thirty  thoufand  Men,  and  enablii^ 
the  Court  of  Vienna  to  proviae  with  Governments  and  Pre- 
ferments, Ecclefiaflical,  Military,  and  Civil,  Numbers  of  her 
Dependents,  and  that  too,  which  is  no  very  eafy  Matter,  even 
|o  the  Extent  of  their  Hopes  and  Wiflics. 

The  Dutchy  of  Mantua  is  alfo  a  very  fine  Country,  about 
fifty  Miles  in  Length,  but  fo  unequal  in  Breaddi,  tnat  there 
is  no  faying  any  thmg  of  it  with  Certainty.  The  Capital  is 
very  large,  and  withal  one  of  the  bcft  FortreiTes  in  Italy^  both 
by  Art  and  Nature  ;  the  Country  abounds  in  Corn,  Fruit,  Ftu^ 
SjUc,  and  Cattle,  and  the  Revenue  is  ufually  computed  at  about 
'a  fourth  Part  of  that  of  Milan, 

At  the  Conclufion  of  thofe  Treaties  which  followed  the 
long  War  upon  Account  of  the  Spanijh  Succeifion,  the  Em- 
peror engaged  himfclf  togive  the  Duke  of  Gu^^iiSIff  a  compe- 
tent Satisfaaion  for  his  Pretenfions  to  the  Dutchy  of  MantuOy 
which  were  thought  to  be  pretty  well  founded,  but  what  that 
Satisfeftion  amounted  to  or  when  it  was  given,  no  Author  I 
have  ever  yet  met  with^mentions  j  but  this  is  very  certain,  that 
when  his  Serene  Highnefs  Jofeph  Maria  Genzagua^  Duke  of 
CuaJiaUa^  died  in  1746  without  Ifllie  Male,  Pofleffion  wis 
taken  of  his  Dominions  on  behalf  of  the  prefent  Emperor. 
It  will  be  very  proper  to  mention  here,  that  his  prefent  Impe- 
rial Majefty  nas  by  Defcent  a  better  Title  to  the  Succeffion 
of  Guafialla^  and  perhaps  I  (hould  not  err,  if  I  faid  Alantwa 
too,  than  any  other  Prince  in  the  World;  and  therefore  it  wis 
his  Right. 

It  is  very  eafy  to  conceive,  even  upon  this  flight  Survey,  of  how 
great  Importance  the  Italian  Dominions  were  to  the  Grandeur 
of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  and  how  much  Rcafon  the  £mprc6 
Queen  had  to  take  every  Step  poflible  for  prefcrving  them  at 
the  beginriing  of  the  late  War,  fmce  ;it  that  Time,  and  in 
the  Courfc  of  it,  they  confifted  of  five  fine  Dutchics,  vo. 
Milan^  Mantua^  Guajlalla^  Parma^  and  Pla^entia^  yitkling  a 
dear  Revenue  if  they  could  liave  been  kept  of  very  little  Ids 
than  •  fix  hundred  thoufand  Pounds  a  Year,  befides  accidental 
Advantages,  and  the  great  Convenicncy  of  providing  the  Princes 
a|id  Princefle8»  or  at  they  are  filled  at  Vimna^  the  Archdukes  and 
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Archdutdiefles  of  that  auguft  Line,\(^id)  Governments,  in  ivhich 
the]r  might  have  refided  with  Dignity  and  Magnificaice,  licde 
inferior  to  that  of  fovereign  Princes.  It  is  true,  that  in  order 
to  be  in  a  Condition  to  defend  theie  Dominions,  it  was  ne* 
ceflary  to  make  coniiderable  Ceffions  to  the  Kine  of  Sat* 
dinia  ;  but  then  it  is  likewife  true,  that  by  making  tnefe  Cef* 
iions,  thofe  Dominions  were  a£hially  preierved ;  and  after  a 
bloody  and  expenfive  War  of  feveral  Years  Continuance,  there  - 
was  not  a  Foot  of  therp  loft,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  whole 
Dutchy  of  Modena  and  its  Dependencies,  together  with  a  Part 
of  the  Territories  of  the  Republick  of  Genooy  were  adhially 
conquered,  and  remained  in  the  Pofleffion  of  the  Emprefi 
Queen  and  his  Sardinian  Majefty,  at  the  Conclufion  of  the 
Peace. 

By  the  Treaty  of  Jix  la  Chapette^  a  provifional  Eftablifli- 
ment  was  made  for  the  royal  Infant  Don  Philips  v^hich 
fwallowed  up  the  Dutchies  ©f  Parma^  Placentia^  and  GuaJiaUa^ 
and  confequendy  reduced  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftriay  to  the  Dutchies  of  Mantua  and  Milan  only  \  and  the 
latter  of  thefe  feverely  difmembered.  Yet  notwithftanding 
thefe  Misfortunes,  the  Territories  ftill  preferved  are  very  con* 
iiderable,  more  eipecially  if  we  confider  two  Advantages  with' 
which  they  are  attended;  the  firft  is,  that  they  are  capable 
of  maintaining  a  Force  fufficient  for  their  own  Defence,  and  next^ 
that  upon  any  Emergency,  the  Court  oi  Vienna  can  pour  what 
Reinforcement  {he  pleafes  into  thefe  Dutchies  through  the 
Tyrol  i  fo  that  notwithftanding  the  Po.wer  and  the  Ambition  of 
the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  there  is  goqd  Reafon  to  hope  that  thefe 
Coimtries,  in  the  Condition  they  are  now  in,  will  remain  in 
the  peaceable  Pofleffion  of  their  auguft  Sovereign,  not  only 
from  the  Force  of  the  general  Guaranty  contained  in  that 
Treaty,  but  from  the  Intereft  of  the  other  Powers-  in  Itafy^ 
to  preferve  the  Houfe  of  Aujlrta  in  its  prefient  Condition,  as 
a  Point  eflentially  neceflary  to  the  Ballance. 

There  has  been,  ever  fmce  the  Conclufion  of  that  famous 
Treaty,  a  Rumour  of  a  Congrels  to  be  held  for  compofing 
amicably  the  difcordant  Inter^  in  Italy  \  for  whatever  the 
Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapette  might  be,  with  refpeft  to  the  other 
Parts  of  Europe,  it  was  very  far  from  being  definitive  here^ 
ftnce  it  has  left  Things  in  fuch  a  Situation  as  it  is  impoffiblo 
they  fhould  continue  long,  fiut  then  this  Defedl  is  attended  ^^idi 
a  Circumflance,  whether  owing  to  the  Penetration  of  thofe 
able  Politicians  who  negociated  it  or  npt,  we  will  not  pre* 
fome  to  determine^  which  in  a  good  Meafure  balknces  that 
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Intcrcfts  were  regulated  by  that  Treity,  are  equally  dilTatisfid 
and  diftrelTed,  wliich  will  probably  have  thiigood  Confc- 
quencc,  that  they  will  concur  in  making  fuch  Alterations  fa' 
tiieir  mutual  Convenience,  as  may  procure  a  definitive  £ft3bUlli> 
ment  of  their  rerpeftive  Territories  for  the  reciprocal  Beneli&<r 
the  feveral  Parties.  Something  of  this  fort  has  been  long  is 
Agitation  [  and  when  by  fecret  and  filent  Negociations,  de 
principal  Points  are  fettled,  it  is  thought  that  a  Congrcfe  will 
be  held  at  Pi/a  for  adjufliiig  lefler  Matters,  and  putting  ill 
Things  into  form.  When  this  is  over,  and  not  till  then, 
we  (hall  have  a  clear  and  diilinfl  View  of  the  Difiributiao 
of  Power  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  and  therefore  what  hai  \ 
been  already  faid,  and  what  we  have  farther  to  fay,  mufl  re- 
main fubject  to  tlie  Confequences  that  may  refidt  from  tirj 
Exchange  or  other  Alterations  which  fliall  be  then  made. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  certainly  the  LiterefV  of  the  Houfc 
of  Auftrla,  with  refpedl  to  her  Damin ions  in  Italy\  to  pre- 
fcrve  a  ftrift  Friendfliip  with  the  King  of  Sardinia^  anJ  i 
feir  and  equal  Behaviour  towards  all  her  Neighbours.  ThiJ 
would  have  been  at  all  Times  exceeding  proper  and  adrano- 
geous,  but  at  prefent  it  is  indifpenfably  ncceJTary.  For  the' 
Jt  may  feem  a  Paradox  to  maintain,  yet  in  Time  it  will  be 
found  a  political  Truth,  tliat  the  Lois  of  Power  in  Italy  naf 
prove  the  Means  of  augmenting  the  Infiuence  of  the  Houlc 
of  Aujlria.  A  moderate,  firm,  and  juft  CondutS,  will  not 
only  excite  Veneration  and  Efteem,  but  will  by  Degr« 
beget  Confidence  and  a  ftrong  Attachment,  fince  now  all  jcalom 
Apprehenfions  arc  remo\'ed,  and  the  ProtciSion  of  that  Powo 
may  be  fought  without  any  Fears  that  this  may  give  Oca- 
fion  to  dangerous  Incroachmcnts. 

Whenever  this  fliall  be  brought  about,  it  will  promote  a 
Jincefe  and  an  extenfive  Union,  founded  upon  a  mutual  Re- 
fpeft,  and  a  Concurrence  of  natural  "Intereils,  which  will  af- 
ford a  much  higher  and  more  effeftual  Security  than  any 
diftant  Guarantees.  It  may  poflibly  be  fuggeftcd,  that  this  being 
the  ConjciSure  only  of  a  private  PerTon,  cannot  dcfcrvc 
much  Regard.  But  if  this  Conjecture  be  founded  in  the 
Naturcof  Things,  andarifes  from  a  ferious  Contemplation  of 
Facts  that  cannot  be  denied,  it  may  be  juftificd  by  Confe- 
quences let  it  be  whofe  Conjeifture  it  will.  For  after  all,  it 
will  be  found  that  private  Specidatiib  in  Politicks  have  frtn 
as  far  into  future  Events  as  more  elevated  Politicians  j  for 
being  neither  blitided  by   their  PajBwis,  noi  miiicd  by  talfe 
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c?X»ights,  thev  derive  as  many  Advantages  from  thence  as  great 
GStatefinen  do  from  their  private  Intelligence  ;  fuiceNegociations 
tt  and  Intrigues,  howfoever  fo  well  contrived,  or  how  fecretly 
z-ibever  mana^,  rarely  reach  the  Ends  propbfed  by  them,  but 
r;are  counter-aft«l  by  Circumftances  negledted  or  overlooked  by 
i their  Authors;  and  yet  obvious  enough  to  thofewho  content 
e  themfelves  with  ftudying  Things,  iriftead  of  liftening  to  the 
2  Prejedb  of  Men. 
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''  A  ccncife  Account  of  the  Grand  Dutchy  of  Tufcany, 

i      the  Manner  in  which  it  ispojfejfed  by  his  prcfent 

\       Imperial  Majefty^  the  Rank  he  holds  thereby  a^ 

=       mongli  the  Italian  Princes,  the  Advantages  de-^ 

rived  from  thence  to  the  Auftrian  Dominions  ; 

and  the  Reafons  which  particularly  inter eji  the 

Maritime  Powers  in  refpeSt  to  this  Sovereignty^ 

and  the  Prefervation  of  it  in  the  Hands  it  is 

now  in^  and  in  the  fame  Condition  in  which  it  at 

prefent  fubfifis. 

TH  E  Grand  Dutchy  of  Tufcany  is  conipofed  of  the  Ter- 
ritories that  formerly  belonged  to  three  fmall  but  potent 
Republicks,  viz.  thofe  o(  Florence^  Sienna^  and  Ptfa.  It  was 
about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  Century  that  Cofmo  de  Medicis^ 
who  had  the  glorious  Simame  of  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
afTumed  the  fupreme  Power.  Alexander  de  Medici s^  his  Defcen- 
dant,^  was  made  Duke  of  Florence^  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
in  1 53 1.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Coufin  Cofino^  who  had 
the  Title  of  Grand-Duke  bellowed  upon  him  by  Pope  Pius  V. 
in  order  to  raife  him  to  a  Rank  fuperior  to  the  Princes  of 
Italy ^  thou^  he  had  the  Title  only  of  Serene  Highncfs,  where- 
as that  of  Royal  Highnefs  was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Sj^ay. 
About  the  beginning  of  the  prefcnt  Century  the  Grand  puke 
Cofmo  the  Third,  finding  the  Title  of  Royal  Highncfs  given 
by  the  Emperor  Leopold  to  the  Duke  of  Lorrain^  applied 
himfelf  likewife  to  his  Imperial  Majefly  in  order  to  obtain  the 
fame  Favour,  which  was  accordingly  granted. 
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This  Prince,  after  a  long  and  happy  Rei^  decealed  O^Ur 
31,  1723,  and  was  fuccceded  in  his  Dominions  by  hisSonTUi 
Gajlon  de  Medicis^  the  laft  Heir  Male  of  his  Familjr.  The 
Intant  Don  Carlos^  at  prefent  King  of  the  Two  Sictlies^  was 
declared  his  Heir,  and  foon  after  his  Arrival  in  Italy  affiimed, 
with  the  Confcnt  of  the  Grand  Duke,  the  Title  of  Hereditaiy 
Grand  Prince  of  Tufcany.  But  upon  the  Cpncluiion  of  that 
War  by  which  he  acquired  the  Kingdoms  he  now  enjoys,  it  was 
ftipulated  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna^  that  the  Grand  Dutchy  (^ 
T^ufcany  fhould  be  given  to  Francis  Duke  of  Lorrain  in  Exchange 
for  that  Duichy,  which  was  yielded  to  his  moft  Chriftian  Ma- 
jcfty  after  the  Dcmife  of  King  Stanijlaus. 

The  Bounds  that  are  generally  afcribed  to  Tujcanyj  are  the 
River  Tiher^  the  Jpennine  Mountains,  and  the  River  Afa^ra. 
The  whole  Extent  of  this  Country  from  South  to  North  is 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  Miles,  and  about  one  hundred  artd 
twenty  from  Eaft  to  Weft.  It  is  waflied  on  the  South  and  on 
the  Weft  by  the  Mediterranean^  and  with  refpeft  to  Strength 
and  Convenience,  it  has  all  the  Advantages  from  Situation  that 
can  be  wifticd.  As  to  the  Soil  of  this  Country,  it  is  in  (bme 
Parts  mountainous,  where  there  are  Mines  of  Copper,  Iron, 
Silver  and  AUum,  and  Quarries  of  fine  Marble,  Alabafter  and 
Porphyry.  In  other  Parts  it  abounds  with  pleafant  Hills  which 
are  covered  with  Vines,  Oranges,  Lemons,  Olives,  and  other 
Fruits,  and  in  fome  Places  there  are  Vallies  which  produce  Abun- 
dance of  Corn  and  Graft. 

It  has  many  little  Rivers,  but  the  chief  of  them  is  the  Jnm. 
The  other  Commodities  befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  arc 
Wool,  Flax,  Saffron,  Serges,  woollen  Cloths,  Silks,  Tapeftrics, 
gilt  Leather,  earthen  Ware,  Perfumes,  &c.  There  is  no  Coun- 
try in  the  World  where  the  People  are,  generally  fpeaking,  bet- 
ter adapted  to  mercantile  Affairs,  or  where  they  know  better 
how  to  make  this  Difpofition  of  theirs  turn  to  Account.  All 
the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Medicis  were  themfelves  Merchants, 
and  by  their  Example  Commerce  has  been  always  thought  there 
what  it  ought  to  be  thought  elfewhere,  a  Thing  not  at  all  in- 
compatible with  Nobility. 

The  Country  roujid  about  Florence  is  excellently  cultivatedi 
and  the  City  itfelf  fo  rich  and  fo  beautiful,  that  it  is  ftilcd  at 
home  and  abroad  Florence  the  Fair,  according  to  the  ItaKan 
Humour  of  beftowing  Epithets  upon  all  their  great  Cities.  TTic 
other  two  Parts  of  the  Grand  Duke's  Dominions,  v/z.  the 
Pi/an  and  the  Siennois^  tho'  the  Country  is  not  at  all  inferior  to 
the  Florentine,  are  far  from  being  fo  well  peopled,  and  confc- 

guendy 
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quefitlv  from  being  ib  much  improved.  On  tiie  contrary*  in 
iome  Places  they  lie  idmoft  wafte  for  want  of  Inhabitants*  whidi 
has  been  owing  chiefly  to  the  Jealoufy  of  their  Princes.  As  this 
Humour  is  now  pretty  well  wore  out,  there  is  good  reafon  to 
hope  that  thefe  Countries  may  recover,  at  leaft  to  a  tolerable 
Degree,  tho'  not  to  their  ancient  Splendor  in  the  Times  when 
Pija  and  Sienna  were  Republics,  and  either  of  them  very  capable 
of  making  Head  againft  Florence.  This  (hews  the  different  Ef- 
fe£ls  of  Government,  and  that  Places  may  derive  from  Liberty 
almoft  as  great  Bleffing^  as  from  Nature. 

But  the  great  Glory  of  Tufcany^  and  the  true  Source  of  her 
Power  and  Wealth,  at  leaft  in  modem  Times,  has  been  her 
fiimous  Port  of  Leghorn^  or  as  the  Italians  call  it  Livomoy  ob- 
tained in  Exchange  for  Sarzana  from  the  Genoefe,  The  Coun- 
try about  it  was  formerly  a  vile  Morals,  or  rather  Quagmire^ 
the  noxious  Steams  of  which  rendered  the  Air  unwholefome  i 
but  by  the  SkiU  and  Pains  of  an  EngUJhmany  Sir  Robert  Dudley^ 
Son  to  Queen  Elizabeth's  potent  Favourite  the  Earl  of  Leice/ier^ 
and  himfelf  created  Duke  of  Northutnberland  by  the  Emperor^ 
the  Soil  was  rendered  habitable,  the  Air  much  lels  unwholefom^ 
and  the  Port  improved  fo  as  to  become  the  beft  in  Itafy. 

By  hb  Advice  alfo  it  was  made  a  free  Port,  that  is,  the  Du* 
ties  mwards  are  very  eafy,  and  upon  Exportation  there  are  no 
Duties  at  all.  This  has  rendered  it  for  about  a  Century  paft  the 
great  Magazine  of  the  Levant  Trade,  and  drawn  thither  Mer- 
chants from  all  Parts,  more  efpecially  Jews  and  Armemans^  of 
whom  many  refide  there,  and  have  ereat  Privileges  allowed 
them.  But  after  all,  the  greateft  Part  ofthe  Commerce  was  and 
is  carried  on  by  the  Siibie^  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  who  for 
that  Reafon  have  their  Confuls  refident  there,  and  intereft  theroir 
lelves  upon  all  Occafions  in  its  Favour. 

On  this  account  Care  has  been  taken  to  ftipulate  in  all  die 
Treaties  fince  the  Quadruple  Alliance,  that  the  Port  of  Lifr 
hem  Ihould  remain  in  its  prefent  Situation,  in  whofe  Hands  to« 
ever  it  was  left ;  which  however  to  fome  may  appear  almoft  a 
needlefi  Precaution,  fince  it  is  of  fuch  very  high  Importance  to 
the  Sovcreien  of  Tufcany  that  it  (hould  fo  remain.    It  is  in  truth 
the  great  wheel  which  gives  Motion  to  the  Trade  of  that 
Country,  and  attra£b  thither  the  richeft  Commodities  and  the 
moft  valuable  Manufadlures  of  Italy^  from  whence  vaft  Advan« 
tages  arife,  not  only  to  the  Subje6l&  of  the  Grand  Duke,  but  alio 
to  the  Prince  himfelf;  whence  one  would  be  tempted  to  fuppole^ 
that  Refpe£l  to  his  own  Interefts  might  fuperfede  the  NeceiEty  of 
any  fuch  Interpofition. 

Dd4  Bcfidcb 
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Befides,  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Maritime  Powers  isaT^ingif 
fo  great  Conrcqucrce  to  whatever  l-'rin^e  is  in  Pofleflion  of  7Vf 
caif,  ih^t  the  bare  Co rifi deration  of  that  fetms  to  be  a  MotiTc 
more  tliaii  fufficient  to  fccure  all  the  Immunities  granted  to  the 
Port  of  Leghern  from  the  fmallclt  Violation.  However  in  Ma- 
ters of  fo  tender  a  Nature  nothing  ought  to  be  negleSed,  ami 
therefore  we  have  the  greater  Reafon  to  perfuade  omfelves,  ihjt 
a  Thing  fo  pafe£Uy  ^rccablc  to  the  Int-a^fts  of  all  Parties  wiS 
never  become  the  Subject  of  any  kind  of  Difpnte. 

John  Gajlan  dt  Medich^  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcaiy,   havi/ig  had 
die  Mortification  to  fee  his  Territories  difpofcd  of  In  his  Lif*-' 
tiUie  to  Strangers,  notwithllanding  all  the  Oppoficion  he  couU 
poffibly  give  to  that  Meafure,  left  this  World  ^ft-^  9,  173;,  ani  ' 
his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Diikc  of  Lsrrain  fuccecded  him  widiout  ' 
the  leaft  Difpute,  in  Confetjuence  of  the  fourtli  Article  of  the 
Preliminaries  figncd  at  Vienna  in  1735.     Throughout  the  whole 
Courfe  of  the  \Sl\  War,  the  Grand  Dutchy  of  Tufiouy  was  con- 
iidered  as  a  neutral  Country,  as  indeed  it  ouglit ;  for  his  Impciiil  ' 
Majefiy  holding  it  in  Exchange,  and  under  the  fame  Rules  of 
SuccciEon  with  thofe  of  his  hereditary  Countries  of  Lerra'tn  and 
BatTf  there  could  be  no  Pretence  formed  to  his   Prejudice,  or 
that  could  fo  much  as  aiford  any  Colour  for  difturbing  or  di-    I 
ftreffing  his  Subj^as. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  tliat  this  Precedent  will  be  exaifHy  followed, 
in  cafe  any  future  Difturbances  fliouid  break  out  in  this  Country;  ' 
and  it  is  \'ery  eafy  to  perceive  what  real  Adianlages  are  derived  ' 
from  fo  valuable  a  Privilege,  more  efpecially  when  it  rcfpeSs  \ 
Countnf  which  fubfifts  in  a  great  meafure  by  Trade,  and  which  ' 
in  confequencc  .of  this  Privilege  muft  always  prove,  as  it  did  in  I 
the  laft  War,  theAfvIum  of  fiich  as  have  no  other  Dcfirethan  , 
to  live  by  the  Fruits  of  their  own  Induftry. 

It  is  now  Time  to  fpeak  of  the  Revenue  and  Forces  of  this     ' 
Principalin-,     The  Grand  Dukes  of  Tufcany  were  always  re-     i 
markable  for  tlieir  prudent  (Economy,  which  rendered  them    ' 
without  Comparifun  the  richefi  Princes  in  Italy  ;  they  were     I 
great  Patrons  of  Iiiduftiy  and  Art!,  very  attentive  to  what  might 
promote  the  Welfare  of  their  Subjefts,  and  omitted  notliing     ' 
that  mi"ht  engage  Strangers  of  Merit  to  fettle  amongll  them. 
Yet  the  Politicians  of  7/17^  had  always  a  Notion,  that  though 
in  all  other  Refpefe  thefe  Princes  made  very  good  Shepherds, 
they  were  nevcrthclefs  apt  to  fhear  their  Flock  a  little  too  dofe.     I 
However  that  matter  may  be,  it  was  never  thought  an  cxtrava-  ,  1 
gant  Compucitisn  when  the  Revenues  of  this  Grand  Dutchy 
were  cftimatcd  at  between  three  and  four.  Millions  of  Crowns     , 
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yearly,  one  half  of  which,  at  leaft  in  Times  of  Peace,  n 
iafe  in  the  Coffers  of  the  Grand  Duke,  or  if  it  found  its  Way 
out,  was  employed  in  Trade,  or  lent  to  his  Subje<Sb  at  a  good 
Intcreft.  Whether  the  Savings  are  altogether  as  great  now  as  in 
former  Times,  may  poflibly  admit  of  Tome  Doubt,  but  there  it 
none  with  Regard  to  the  Income,  which  is  as  great  as  ever. 

The  Grand  Duke  had  alfo  commonly  tliirty  Thoufand  Men 
in  Pay,  or  rather  inroUed ;  but  as  they  were  feldom  called  to 
Sen' ice,  fome  have  fufpe<Sed  that  inftead  of  cofting  him  any 
thing,  his  Troops  might  poflibly  contribute  to  the  Increafe  of 
his  Revenue.     In  the  Situation  that  Things  are  now,  there  is  a 
fmall  regular  Force,  and  but  a  very  (mall  one,  maintained  by 
the  Grand  Duke,  but  the  Militia  either  are,  or  might  be,  put 
upon  the  fame  Foot  as  in  former  limes.     The  Princes  of  the 
Houfe  of  Medicis  had  likewife  a  confiderable  maritime  Force, 
by  which  is  meant  a  confiderable  Force   in  refpeft  to  their 
Neip;hbours,  which  tho'  in  itfclf  no  great  Matter,  yet  the  Grand 
Duke's  Squadron  of  Gallies,    in  Cmijun6lion  with  thofe    of  • 
Naples^  and  the  Pope,  kept  the  Sea  clear  of  Privateers,  and  die 
Inhabitants  of  the  Coaft  without  Apprchenfion  of  being*  iniijit- 
cd  by  the  Corfairs  of  Barbary.     In  a  Word,  the  Grand  Dukes 
o^Tufcany^  through  their  Wealth  and  their  Power,  under  the 
Direction  of  a  right  Plan  of  Policy,  maintained  a  high  Reputa^ 
lion,  and  were  elleemed  and  treated  by  their  Neighbours  at. 
the  greateft  Princes  in  Italy  j  as  in  Return,  they  were  nevcf 
w^ting  either  in  good  Offices,  or  in  any  other  Aflifiance  to- 
wards Rich  of  their  Neighbours  as  were  opprefled,  or  feemed 
to  be  in  Danger  of  Oppreflion.     This  therefore,  as  far  as  it  is 
pradlicable,  ought  to  be  the  Policy  of  modern  Times. 

Before  the  1  reaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  the  Communication 
between  Tujcany  and  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria 
in  Italy^  was  open  and  eafy,  but  as  Things  now  ftand,    it  is 

Jiiite  otherwife  ;  for  aU  the  Dominions  of  the  In&nt  Duke  of 
^arma^  as  well  as  Part  of  thofe  of  the  Didce  of  Modena^  lie 
between  the  Grand  Dutchy  and  that  oi  Milan ;  and  the  Dutchy 
of  Modenoy  and  the  Dominions  of  the  Church  interpofe  them- 
felves  between  Tufcany  and  the  Dutchy  of  Mantua.  This  will 
explain  to  the  Reader  the  true  Reafon  of  the  Pains  that  is 
taken  to  make  a  large  and  convenient  Road  from  the  Frontien 
of  Tufcany  to  Bologna^  which  would  indeed  facilitate  a  Com-* 
munication  with  Mantua^  but  then  it  muft  be  through  the 
Dominions  of  other  Princes.  This  is  a  great  ^uid  vifibie  In- 
convenience, and  fo  much  the  more  mortifying,  as  there  ieems 
tQ  bp  no  Poflibility  of  finding  a  Remedy,  becaufe  it  is  not  any 
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Ihvcd  at  Comer  of  t  Country  that  interpofes,  but  the  ivMe 
r.  liBfigdi  ofone^  and  the  whole  Breadd)  of  the  other,  whidi  io 
Tioie  of  War  at  leaft,  will  render  all  Correfpondence  prea- 
rious  if  no^  impradtiicable,  and  without  doubt  is  a  Matter 
iriiich  deferves  Confideration* 

But  however  troublcfome  and  inconvenient  this  Change  mzj 
fce  for  the  prefent,  yet  aiTuredly  neither  the  Grand  DtmJiy  of 
TkjUo^y  nor  die  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  are  in 
ny  imminent  Danger  from  it>  or  the  Ballance  of  Italy  much 
afie£ted  thereby.  The  Grand  Dutchy,  as  we  have  already 
fliewn^  belongs  to*  die  Emperor  by  fuch  a  peculiar  Ridit,  that 
vhile  there  is  any  Faith,  any  Honour,  or  any  Shame  in 
Knees,  it  can  never  be  attacked.  On  the  other  Hand,  as 
bb  Imperial  Majtfty  fucceedsthe  Houfe  of  Medlcts  in  all  their 
Pirerogatives,  and  is  from  the  very  Nature  of  his  Tenure  ob- 
l^jed  to  purfue  their  Maxims  of  Government,  that  is  to  fiiy, 
avoidii^  as  much  as  may  be,  all  Difputes  with  his  Neigh- 
kours,  we  may  well  expe£t  that  the  interior  Strength  dF  lus 
Dominions  may  prove  a  fufficient  Security  to  him,  as  it  did  to 
Ibem*  We  may  add  to  this,  that  the  Sea  muft  remain  al- 
ways open,  and  confidering  the  Intereft  that  the  maritime 
Po¥iers  have  in  the  Port  of  Leghorn^  as  well  as  the  Guaranty 
Aey  have  granted  to  the  Grand  Dutchy,  there  is  no  room  to 
6ar  that  they  would  be  remifs  in  fending  a  Ipeedy  and  fuffir 
oent  Naval  Force  to  his  Ailiftance. 

As  to  the  Aujtrian  Dominions,  their  Safety  cannot  be  en« 

4aiwered  through  the  Want  of  a  dire<St  Communication  with 

Trnjcignyy  becaute  Experience  has  fhewn  us  in  the  laft  War,  that 

mj  may  be  very  well  defended,  tho'  the  Grand  Dutchy  main- 

'  tained  a  ftri£l  Neutrality.    Belides,  if  contrary  to  all  Appear- 

anoes,  Tufcany  (hould  be  attacked  on  both  Sides,  that  is,  by  the 

King  of  the  Two  Suilies^  and  the  Infant  Duke  of  Parmaj  or 

any  of  their  Succe(r)rs,  a  powerful  Diverfion  might  be  made 

from  the  Auflriam  Dominions,  and  a   new   Communication 

ttiickly  opened.     As  to  the  Ballance  in  Italy^  there  is  not  the 

kaft  Colour  to  fufpeA  that  it  fhould  fufFer  at  all  by  this  Means, 

finr  the  Safety  of  that  ever  d  d,  and  ever  will  depend  upon  the 

leveral  Governments  that  fubfift  there,  attending  to  their  re« 

fccftive  and  feveral   Interefis,   without  incroaching  upon,  or 

mhirbing  their  Neighbours ;  fo  that  whatever  contributes  to 

Ais,  may  be  very   reafonably  confidered   as  advantageous  to 

that  likewife.    But  tho'  this  is  a  great  deal  to  this  Point,  yet  it 

is  not  alL 
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For  we  muft  confider  at  the  fame  Time^  that  if  the  £fl»« 
bliflinient  of  the  Royal  Infuit,  and  theDutdw  of.jliUnwyUe 
between  the  Aujhrtan  Dominions  and  the  Grand  Dutjchy  oC 
Tufcany^  the  Grand  Dutchy  of  Tufcany  at  the  (ame  Time  liei 
alio  not  only  between  them  and  the  Two  SiciliiSj  but  alfo  be* 
tween  them  and  the  Sea,  which  is  a  Point  of  very  great  Coiw 
fequence,  I  mean  to  the  Tranquillity  of  Itafyj  and  to  the  fial* 
lance  of  Power  there ;  becaufe  it  puts  both  the  Houle  of  Auflrim 
and  Bourbon  under  equal  Difficulties,  in  cafe  of  their  forming 
any  Projects  to  the  Prejudice  of  each  other,  or  of  any  of  the 
reit  of  their  Neighbours,  which  in  whatever  Light  they  toxf 
regard  it,  cannot  certainly  be  difpleafme  to  other  Powers,  who 
have  no  otlier  Intcreft  or  View,  with  refped  to  this  Part 
of  the  World,  than  to  fee  it  remain  quiet,  and  the  feveral 
Princes  therein  employed  in  promoting  the  Welfare  of  thdr 
refpe6live  Subjeds,  which  if  they  woiud  do,  they  might  be  all 
rich  and  happy,  and  free  from  the  Fear  of  feeing  ultramontane 
Aimies  in  its  Bowels, 

It  is  plain  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  there  is  very  little 
Probability,  and  no  Sort  of  Neceffity,  of  fuch  a  Change  as  has 
been  long  rumoured  of  this  Grand  Dutchy,  for  the  new  £ila- 
bliihmcnt  of  the  Infant  Duke,  with  a  Sum  of  Money  equiva- 
lent to  the  Difference  of  the  Revenues  produced  by  the  two 
Countries.     Such  an  Exchange  it  is  true  would  remove  the  Ob* 
ftacle  beforementioned,  would  reftore  the  Conne^on  between 
the  Aujirian  Dominions,  and  thoie  of  his  Imperial  Majefty^ 
and  make  the  Royal  Infant  Sovereign  of  Territories,  that  con- 
fine not  indeed  upon  his  Brother's  Dominions,  but  upon  thofe 
of   the    Church,    through  which    his   Armies  might  always 
command  a  Paflage.    It  may  however  be  doubted,   whetner 
this  Plan  would  be  acceptable  to  the  other  Princes  of  Italy^  as 
well  as  whether  it  would  be  really  productive  of  any  extraor* 
dinary  Advantage  to  the  Parties  interefted  therein,  for  the  Rea- 
ibns  that  have  been  already  given.    The  Point  however  feemed 
worth  explaining,  becaufe  notwithflanding  the  Noife  this  Projeft 
made,  there  were  but  very  few  at  this  Diffaince  who  feemed  to 
have  a  true   Notion   of  the   Motives   upon    which   it  was 
founded. 

To  conclude,  the  plain  Intereft  of  his  Imperial  Majefly,  in 
Quality  of  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany^  is  to  maintain  the  ancient 
Form,  and  to  purfue  the  old  Maxims  of  Government  in  that 
Country,  to  take  every  Meafure  requifite  for  prefcrving,  en- 
couraging, and  extending  the  Commerce  of  his  Subjeds,  and 
cultivating  with  all  poffible  Care  a  fincere  Friendfliip  with  the 

neighbouring 
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Mi^boiirinE  Powere.  Such  Meafures  cannot  *£ul  ofproamng 
diedefired  Effisds  $  that  is,  cannot  £iil  of  making  d^  Gianl 
.  Dutdiy  rich  and  flourifhingy  which  is  the  only  Means  to  fecure 
its  Sovereign  a  great  Revenue,  while  his  Subjeds  enjoy  the 
greateft  of  tempml  Bleffings,  Plenty  and  Peace. 

SEC  T.    IV. 

'ji  Brief  Account  of  the  Family ^  Dominions ^  and 
political  Inter efts^  of  bis  Serene  Higbnejs  the 
Duke  of  Modena. 

JkHE  Houfe  of  Efte  is  not  only  allowed  by*  the  beft  Hifb- 
rians,  to  be  without  Controverfy  one  of  the  moft  ancient 
illuftrious  in //ii^,  but  2]Som  Europe.  This  Family  de- 
riiresita  Defoent  fromAzonjLoiA,  of  j^^,which  is  afmall  but  plea- 
fint  Town  in  Lombardy^  not  far  from  Padua j  who  flourijQied 
in  the  tenth  Century.  ,  His  Defcendants  became  very  conflder* 
able  Princes^  and  fo  continued  down  to  Jlphonfr  L  who  ..'as 
Duke  of  Firrara^  Modern^  and  Reggio.  Tnis  rrince  had  three 
Wives,  the  firft  Anne  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Milan^  by 
whom  he  had  no  IfTue : .  The  fecond,  Lucretia^  natural 
Daughter  to  Pope  Alexander  VI.  by  whom  he  had  Iflue  three 
Sons;  Hercuksj  who  fucceeded  him  in  his  Dominions ;  Hypo^ 
Ut$^  Cardinal  of  Efte^  the  greateft  Prelate  of  his  .^e ;  for  he 
was.Archbifhop  of  AHlan^  Auchj  Arles^  and  Lyens^  Bifhop  of 
jiutHHj  Abbot  of  Flavigniy  &c.  and  Francis  Marquis  de  la 
J^^^^jjl^  •  His  third  Wife  was  Laura  Eujiochia^  the  D^ughtor  of 
a  CStizen  of  Modena^  by  whom  he  had  Alphonfi  de  Efie^  Mar- 
'  quis  de  Mmtechio. 

Hercules  n.  fucceeded  his  Father,  and  married  the  Daughter 

of  the  French  King,  Lewis  XII.  by  whom  he  had  J^honfo^ 

and  Liwis^  (tiled  Cardinal  of  Ferrara.     AlpbonTo  II.  fucceeded 

his  Father,  and  having  no  IfTue,  called  to  me  oucceffion  of  faia 

Dominions,  Cafar  de  Efte^  Son  to  Alphonfi  de  EJte^    Marquis 

of  Mmtechioj  and  died  in  the  Year  1597.     Pope  Clement  VlII*. 

leiblved  to  lay  Hold  of  this  Opportunity  of  uniting  the  Dutchy 

of  Ferrara  to  the  Dominions  of  the  Church  ;  and  accordingly, 

;    under  Pretence   that  Alphonfi  de   EJle  was  illegitimate,    he 

■|LJQarched  in  Perfon  with  an  Army  into  the  Territory  of  Fer^ 

^B|nv,  and  by  Force  of  Arms  drove  out  the  new  Duke.     This 

^Hppanfii^on  muft  be  entirely  attributed  to  Ambitiony  fupport^ 
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^  by  Violence^  fince  the  Pope  had  no  Colour  of  Right:  For^ 
iii&j  Alphonfo  di  Efii  was  no  Baftard,  his  Mother,  thoT  muck 
inferior  in  Degree,  being  lawfully  married  to  the  Duke  hit 
Father :  In  the  next  Place,  he  was  exprefly  Intimated  hf 
the  Emperor,  to  remove  all  Objection :  And,  mirdly,  if  mi 
had  been  a  fiaftard,  he  might  have  fucceeded  in  that  Dutchy 
by  a  Cuftom  fanftified,  if  not  introduced,  by  Authority  of  the 
Holy  See.  It  is  therefore  not  without  Reafon,  that  the 
Dukes  of  Modena  always  infift  on  their  Right  to  the  Dutchy 
of  Ferrara. 

Cafar  de  Efte^  however,  tho'  he  loft  the  Dutchy  of  Ferrara^ 
received  the  Inveftiture  of  Modena  and  Reggio  from  the  £mpe« 
ror  Rodolph  11.  He  married  Virginia^  Daughter  to  Cofnw  L 
Grand  Duke  of  Florence ;  and  having  reigned  thirty  Years,  de- 
ceafed  in  1628.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son  Alphonfo  IE.  who 
had  married  in  his  Father's  Life-time  the  Princcfe  IfabeUei^ 
Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy ^  for  whom  he  had  fo  tender  an 
Affe<5lion,  that  upon  her  Death  he  renounced  the  World  and 
became  a  Capuchin^  leaving  the  Government  of  his  Dominions 
to  his  Son  Francis^  who  became  Duke  oi  Modena  in  1620.  This 
Prince  was  thrice  married ;  firft  to  the  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Parnuiy  by  whom  he  had  his  Succeflbr  Alphonfoy  and  fevend 
PrinceflTes ;  fecondly,  to  her  Sifter,  by  whom  he  had  an  only 
Daughter,  who  died  an  Ihfant;  and  laftly,  to  the  Daughter  of  ' 
the  Prince  of  Palefirina^  by  whom  he  had  a  Son  Rinalfb^  ho- 
noured with  a  Cardinal's  Cap  from  Rome  in  1686. 

Alphonfo,  by  fome  reckoned  the  fccond,  by  others  the  fourth^ 
fucceeded  his  Father  in  the  Year  1658.  He  married  Laurm  . 
Martinoz:dy  Niece  to  Cardinal  MaT^rine^  by  whom  he  had  a 
Daughter  Mary  Beatrix  Eleanora,  who  efpoufed  James  die  tb^ 
cond.  King  of  Great  Britainy  and  Francis^  who  fucceeded  him 
In  his  Dominions  while  a  Child  in  his  Cradle  in  1662*  Thb 
Duke  married  in  1692  the  Daughter  of  the  Duke  of  Parma^  and  • 
dying  without  liTue  in  1694,  his  Uncle  the  Cardinal  of  Ejie  laid 
ande  his  Purple,  and  aiTumcd  the  Title  of  Duke  of  Modena  and 
Reggio. 

Rinaldo  de  EJle  attached  hlmfelf  from  the  Beginning  of  hit 
Reign  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  and  remained  firm  to  thofe  En- 
gagements fo  long  as  he  lived.  He  efpoufed  in  1695  CharbUm 
Feliciay  Daughter  to  the  Duke  of  Hanover  and  Sifter  to  the  Em* 
prefs,  which  very  probably  fortified  his  TjcsI  to  the  Imperial 
Family,  which  difcovered  itfelf  at  a  Time  when  it  was  fiu:  from 
turning  to  his  Advantage,  that  is,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
.War  occafigned  by  the  difputed  Succeffion  to  the  Throne  of 
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Sfahti  which  induced  Lewis  XIV.  towards  the  Clofe  of  the 
Year.  1703  to  difpoflels  him  of  all  his  Dominions,  and  to  unite 
them  to  the  Crown  of  France.  The  Duke  of  Modena  had  fome 
Time  before  retired  to  Bologna^  and  went  from  thence  to  Rant 
in  order  to  follicit  the  Pope's  Interpofition  with  die  ddeft  Son  of 
the  Church  in  favour  of  a  Prince,  whofe  Crime  was  of  no  deep- 
er Dye  than  acknowledging  the  Archduke  Charles  for  King  of 
Spain  \  but  except  fpecious  and  delufivc  Promifes,  his  Serene 
Hi^nefs  reaped  nothing  from  this  Journey. 

The  moil  Chriftian  King  however  perceiving,  that  the*  the 
Duke  of  Modenf  could  not  defend  his  Dominions,  yet  the  Man- 
ner in  which  he  had  treated  him  was  uiiiverfally  ofFenAve  to  the 
ItaUan  Princes,  and  did  him  much  more  Hurt  than  the  Pofleifion 
of  Modena  and  its  Dependencies  could  do  him  Good,  thought 
proper  to  renounce  all  Tide  to  his  new  Conqueft,  declaring  it  to 
belong  to  his  Grandfon  the  King  of  Spain^  and  uniting  it  to  the 
Dutchy  of  Milan.  In  this  Situation  it  continued  till  Prince 
Eugene  with  the  Imperial  Army  entered  Italy  in  1706,  when  in 
the  Night  between  the  19th  and  20th  of  November  the  City  of 
Modena  was  taken  bv  Storm,  or  rather  by  Surprize,  and  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  French  Garrifon  cut  to  pieces.  The  fmall  Remans 
of  that  Garrifon  retired  into  the  Citadel,  which  they  not  only 
threatened  to  hold  out  to  the  laft  Extremity,  but  even  pretended 
to  bombard  the  Town  and  reduce  it  to  Allies,  which  his  Serene 
Highnefs  Prince  Eugene  prevented  by  acquainting  the  Governor, 
diat  if  he  proceeded  in  his  brutal  Ddien,  he  would  infallibly 
caufe  him  and  every  Man  under  his  Command  to  be  hanged 
upon  the  Walls.  This  gave  a  new  Turn  to  Things  ;  for  Mon- 
fieur  de  Bar^  the  French  Governor,  being  informed  that  the  Duke 
•f  Modena  was  returned  from  Bologna  to  his  Capital,  fent  him 
a  very  polite  Mcflage,  importing,  that  he  delircd  to  have  the 
Honour  of  delivering  up  the  Citadel  into  his  Hands,  as  to  its 
lawful  Mailer ;  which  Propolition  was  immediately  accepted, 
and  the  Duke  entered  again  into  the  PofleJiion  of  his  Countries, 
which  had  been  miferably  harraflbd  and  exhaufted  by  his  Ene- 
mies, who  treated  his  Subjeds  with  inexcufablc  Severity  out  of 
Hatred  to  their  Sovereign. 

His  Serene  Highnefs,  in  1708,  had  fome  Hopes  given  hiin, 
that  after  fufFering  fo  much  by  the  War  he  might  at  length  be  a 
Gainer  by  it,  fince  his  Brother-in-law  the  Emperor  falling  out 
with  the  Pope  feizcd  the  County  and  Caftle  of  Cofrachioj  to 
which  the  Duke  of  Modena  had  the  fame  Right  as  to  the  Ferra^ 
refej  and  it  was  generally  thought  that  he  would  have  leftored 
both  Dutchy  and  County,  as  he  might  very  eafily  have  done,  ti 
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its  kwful  Owner,    But  his  Imperial  Majefty  having  carried  Ui 
Point  with  the  Pope  by  a  Treaty  fignedJrtfJMHVj  15,  lyocb  Mk 
the  Dedfion  of  the  Duke's  Qaim  to  a  Congregation  of  Oudi^ 
nals,  who  to  be  fure  were  moft  equal  Juiigss  between  die  Popq  ' 
and  any  Prince  whatever ;  but  in  the  mean  time  the  Emperotr 
kept  Comachio  in  his  own  Hands  by  wav  of  Sequeftration.    hk 
this  Situation  Things  remained,  verv  little  to  the  SatisfadUoa 
either  of  the  Pope  or  of  the  Duke,  till  by  a  Treaty  between  B§» 
mdiii  XIII.  and  the  Emperor  Charles  VL  dated  at  Rami  Ntwm^ 
her  24, 17244^  Comachio  was  reftored  to  his  Holineis,  but  with  aa 
exprefs  Rdervation  of  the  Rights  of  the  Empire  and  of  th0 
Duke  of  Modena  upon  that  Fid^,  and  a  Provifo  that  tjhis  Refti« 
tution  ihould  have  no  Operation  whatever  in  &vour  of  the  Popd^ 
Title. 

But  if  his  Serene  Highnefs  of  Modena  fiuled  in  his  reaTonabld 
Expedition  of  being  once  more  put  into  Pofleffion  of  thePatri* 
mony  ci  his  Anceftors,  he  had  however  the  Satisfa£Hon  of  ro^ 
ceiving  a  noble  Equivalent  for  the  Lofies  he  had  fuftained  by  YSk 
Fidelity  to  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.    For  the  French  King  havif^ 

?'iven  die  Example  of  transferring  the  Dominions  of  one  ItaEn^ 
rince  to  another,  his  Imperial  Majefty  made  no  Difficulqr  of 
granting  to  the  then  hereditary  Prince,  and  now  reigning  Duke 
of  Modena^  the  Inveftiture  of  the  Dutchies  of  MiramSla  ttA 
Cmcordioj  their  Sovereign  of  the  Houfe  of  Pio  having  thoi^^ 
£t  a  little  imprudently  to  declare  himfelf  very  eaily  in  fiivoiffcf 
the  two  Crowns,  by  which  thofe  valuable  Dutchies  were  unitel 
to  the  Dominions  of  Modena^  and  have  continued  Part  of  thett 
ever  fince. 

The  Tranquility  of  Europe  being  in  (bme  Meafure  reftowit 
by  the  Treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Saden^  his  Serene  Higjhiidi 
thought  fit  to  provide  for  the  Succeflkm  to  his  Dominions^  W 
marrying  the  hereditary  Prince  in  the  Month  oijune  17201  W 
CbmrUtti  Aglae  iOrUansy  Daughter  to  the  Duke  Regent  « 
Prance.  Tliis  Marriage  ibon  antf  it  was  cdebrated,  wam^ 
from  Caufes  the  World  has  never  been  acquainted  with,  W 
Source  of  fome  Family  Diicontents,  upon  which  the  Hereditai^ 
Prince  and  Princefs  quitted  the  Court  of  Modena^  and  cndeft* 
voured  to  mitigate  the  Senie  of  this  Di£ifter  by^  Travelling.  lElio 
old  Duke  in  the  mean  time  remained  firm  to  his  original  Syften)|^' 
and  in  the  War  which  broke  out  upon  the  Death  of  the  KJW^ 
of  Poland^  adhord  fleadily  to  the  Interefts  of  the  Houfe  CK 
Jhijiria%  which  coft  him  as  mudi  Trouble  and  iU  U^e  in  iM 
very  Decline  of  Life,  as  he  had  experienced  in  the  Fk>wef  dl 
lus  Age,    He  had  however  the  Satisfaction  of  furviving  1A 
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Misfortunes,  and  of  returning  from  Bebgna  (which  he  bal 
again  chofen  for  his  Retreat)  tp  his  Capi^  of  Aiadata.  Hb 
Imperial  Majefty  Charles  VI.  in  Gratitude  to  the  Virtues  of  this 

Eeat  and  good  Prince,  made  him  a  Prefent  of  a  moft  nohk 
:>rd{hip  in  Hungary^  and  entailed  it  upon  his  Family.  After 
paffing  through  fuch  a  Variety  of  Fortunes  without  the  kaft 
Diminution  of  Character,  this  venerable  Duke  departed  the 
World  in  Peace  in  his  own  Palace  O^ober  26,  1737,  aged  eigfatj 
three. 

Francis  Maria  d*  EJie  fuccecdcd  his  Father  in  his  DominionSi 
but  having  married  a  Princcfs  of  the  Blood  of  France^  by  whom 
he  has  a  numerous  IfTue,  he  entered  into  Engagements  with  the 
Crowns  of  France  and  &pain^  tho'  with  great  Secrecy,. before 
the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  War,  raifed  Forces,  and  fortified  all 
the  ftrong  Places  in  his  Dominions.  His  Sardinian  Majefty, 
however,  taking  Advantage  of  the  Difficulties  the  Duke  of 
3dontemar  who  commanded  the  Spanijh  Forces  in  Na^s  w» 
under,  entered  the  Dominions  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  with  i 
fuperior  Force,  and  upon  his  withdrawing  to  the  Spanijh  Army, 
feizcd  and  reduced  them,  havinjr  firft  difarmed  his  Forces.  After 
Ais,  all  the  Territories  of  this  Prince  in  Italy  were  adminiAer'd 
by  the  Authority  and  for  the  joint  Benefit  of  the  Emprefs  Queen 
and  the  King  of  Sardinia^  The  former  likewife  confifcated  and 
difpofed  of  his  Eftates  in  Hungary^  to  which  however,  as  wcD 
^  to  all  his  Dominions  in  Italy^  his  Serene*  Highnefe  was  rc- 
ftored  by  the  Treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapellcy  and  is  in  full  Poflcffion 
of  them  at  this  Time.  He  has  already  begun  to  reftore  Things 
to  their  former 'State,  by  dircfting  the  ftrong  Citadel  of  AGran- 
'  dola  to  be  repaired  and  fortified,  and  that  he  may  appear  nolels 
careful  of  his  Subie6fe  Interefts  than  of  his  own  Security,  has 
aboliihed  various  Duties  and  Impofitions  that  were  injurious  to 
Commerce,  and  is  meditating  other  falutary  Refolutions,amongft 
which  it  is  faid  a  cordial  Reconciliation  with  the  Court  of  Henna 
is  one  of  the  chief.  This  is  fo  much  the  more  probable,  as  there 
is  no  Prince  in  Italy  to  whom  the  Friendfhip  of  the  Emperor . 
and  the  Houfe  of  Aujlria  is  of  fo  great  Confcquence  as  to  the 
Duke  of  Modena.  I'he  Truth  of  tliis  will  manifcftly  appear 
from  the  following  Defcription  of  his  Territories. 

The  Dominions  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Mqdena 
are  compofed,  as  the  Reader  has  already  fcen,  of  various  TciTri- 
tories  acquired  at  different  Times,  ar.d  held  by  difter^Vi  1  itles. 
If  we  compare  the  prefent  State  of  the  Houfe  oi  Ejh  with  its 
original  Condition,  it  v/ill  feem  to  i  e  grtatly  improved ;  but  if 
ve  reflofi  upon  the  Condition  of  this  Family  when  the  Dutchy 
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of  Ferrara^  and  the  County  of  Comachio^  as  well  as  the  Dutchies 
of  Modena  and  Reggio^  were  in  its  Pofieffion,  we  ihall  find  it 
ferfliort  now  of  what  it  was.  Hov/ever  the  preientDuke  of 
Modena  is  a  far  more  confiderable  Prince  than  his  Grandiather| 
whether  we  confider  the  Extent  of  his  Dominions,  or  the 
amount  of  his  Revenues  ;  neither  is  it  at  all  impoffible,  in  cafe 
of  any  future  Alterations  in  the  Diftribution  of  Power  in  Italy^ 
this  Prince  or  his  Succcfibrs  may  be  Gainers,  as  well  as  his 
Prcdeccflbrs  were  in  Times  part. 

'I'he  Dutchy  of  Modena^  properly  fo  called,  comprehends  one 
of  the  faireft  and  moft  fruitful  Countries  in  Italy^  abounding 
with  Corn,  Wine,  Oil,  and  Fruits,  very  populous,  and  inha- 
bited by  an  ingenious  and  induftrious  People.  The  fmall- 
County  q{  Frignarid  bordering  on  die  Bologneje^  is  annexed  to 
it  on  one  Side,  and  Part  of  the  Country  of  Carfagnano  on  the 
otiier,  the  reft  belonging  to  the  Republick  of  Lucca,  It  is  very 
mountainolis,  but  far  from  being  defpicable  for  all  tliat,  fince 
in  thcfe  Mountains  there  are  Mines  of  great  Value,  and  the  In- 
habitants are  a  Race  of  People  robuft,  hardy,  and  brave,  as 
any  in  Italy.  The  Dutchy  of  Regglo  lies  Weft  from  that  of 
Modena^  and  is  by  fome  accounted  the  more  confiderable  Dutchy 
of  the  two,  and  indeed  fo  it  is,  if  we  confider  its  Dependen- 
cies, fuch  as  the  Principalities  of  Corrcggio  and  Carpi^  the  for- 
mer heretofore  pofl'eiTed  by  Princes  of  the  fame  Name,  and  the 
latter  belonging  to  the  Family  of  Pio,  In  the  North-weft  Cor- 
ner of  this  DiitcJiy,  ftands  Bercello  upon  the  Po^  formerly  a 
Place  of  great  Strength,  yielded  by  the  late  Duke  of  Modena  in 
1 701  to  the  Imperialifts,  to  facilitate  their  military  Opera- 
tions in  Italy^  and  for  that  Reafon,  bcfieged,  taken,  and  en- 
tirely demoiiflied  by  the  French  in  1705,  nor  has  it  been 
ever  fince  rcftored  to  its  ancient  Condition. 

The  Dutchy  of  Adirandaloy  including  that  of  Concordia^  is 
about  twenty  Miles  in  Length,  anJ  five  in  Breadth  ^  it  is  8| 
vciy  beautiful  and  a  very  plentiful  Territory,  fiill  of  Villages^ 
and  the  Country  round  about  them  thoroughly  cultivated. 
Mirandola  is  ftrong  by  Situation,  and  has  been  formerly  well  for- 
tified. l>.e  City  oiCor.cordia  ftands  on  the  Secchia^  at  the  Diftancc 
of  fix  Miles  from  x\Iirandolay  b;rtween  which  Cities  there  is  a 
fine  Canal  called  the  Navilioy  which  facilitates  the  Commerce  of 
both.  Thcfe  Dutchies  were  very  great  Acquifitions  to  the  Fa- 
mily cf  Ejh^  fincc  their  Revenues  are,  moderately,  computed 
;»t  one  hundred  thoufond  Crowns  a  Year.  Having  fpoken  of 
thcfe  Countries  feparately,  we  will  confider  them  next  as  they 
:ii;;  to*Tcther,  and  make  the  Patrimony  of  this  Prince,  now  feo- 
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tied  and  cdnRnned,  as  well  as  guarantied,  by  the  grealeft 
European  Powers. 

The  whole  Eftates  of  the  Duke  of  Modena  have  the  Dutdiies 
of  Mantua  and  Guajlalla  on  the  North ;  the  Grand  Dutchy 
of  Tufcany  on  the  South,  together  with  die  Territories  of  the 
Republick  of  Lucca ;  the  Bdognffe  and  the  Ddtchy  of  Ferrara<, 
on  theEaft ;  and  the  Dutchy  oi  Parma  on  the  Weft.  The  Extent 
of  thefe  Countries  from  South  to  North,  is  abc^t  fifty-fix  Eng- 
lifh  Miles,  and  they  are  about  fifty  Miles  in  Breadth  fi-om  Wdl 
to  Eaft.  The  Duke  of  Modend^  in  Time  of  Peace,  enjoys  a 
Revenue  of  about  one  hundred  thdufand  Pounds  a  Year  at 
leaft,  with  which  he  maintains  a  very  fplendid  Court,  and 
when  his  Circumflances  renders  it  requifite^  can  keep  up  a 
Body  of  eight  thoufand  regular  Troops.  The  greateft  Incon- 
veniency  in  the  Situation  of  his  Country  fe,  that  it  has  ito  Com- 
ntuilicatioin  with  the  Sea^  which  might  be  eafily  removed,  it 
he  could  recover  either  by  Treaty  or  Force  the  Dutchy  of 
Ferrara^  which  lies  upon  die  Gulph  of  Venice. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  weflern  Part  of  the  Dutchy  of 
ReggiOy  intervenes  intircly  between  the  Dutchy  of  Parma  .and 
that  of  Guajialla^  fo  that  they  can  have  no  Communication 
but  by  the  River  Po  ;  as  this  is  very  inconvenient  fof  the  Infant 
Duke,  it  has  been  furmrfed  that  he  would  reftore  tor  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen  a  Part  of  the  Dutchy  of  Guajlalhy  in  Order  to 
engage  her  to  grant  ^e  Duke  of  Modena  an  Equivalent  for  this 
Part  of  his  Country^  and  if  this  Negotiation  is  ever  brou<»'ht 
to  bear,  that  Equivalent  will  be  eafily  found,  fince  the  County 
of  Novellara^  which  is  likewifc  a  Part  of  the  Mantuan^  lies  in 
the  midft  of  the  Eftates  of  the  Duke  oi Modena^  and  would  bs 
very  convenient  for  hrm.  On  the  other  Hand,  there  has  been 
a  Rumour  as  if  his  Serene  Higlincfs  was  defirous  of  exchanging 
for  it  tlie  Countries  that  he  holds  in  Hungary^  which  to  nim 
Jio  doubt  would  be  very  acceptable,  but  will  hardly  appear 
in  the  fafne  Light  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria.  Upon  the  wholcy 
it  is  plainly  the  Intcrcft  of  his  Serene  Highnefs  (if  he  propofes 
to  continue  an  Italian  Prince)  to  rcfume  his  Father's  Syltan, 
and  to  attach  himfclf  clofcly  to  that  Family,  which  will  be  aP 
ways  able  to  protect  him,  and  from  which  alone  he  can  expeft 
any  Afliftance,  in  Reference  to  the  old  Claims  of  his  Family^ 
which  if  they  could  be  brought  to  bear,  would  alter  his  Con- 
dition very  much. 
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S  E  C  T.     Vi 

^Ge  Power  of  the  Pope  conjidered  as  the  Head  of 
all  Chrijiians  who  bold  Communion  with  Rome  ; 
his  Authority  and  Grandeur  as  a  temporal  Prince^  - 
the  Nature  and  Maxims  of  his  Government^  the 
general  Inter efi  of  the  See  of  Rome  ivith  Regard 
to  the  Princes  and  States  of  Chriftendom,  and  the 
particular  Inter  efi s  of  the  fame  See^  in  Reference 
to  the  Princes  and  States  in  Italy,  including 
alfo  an  Account  of  all  the  temporal  Dominicnt 
oj  the  Pope^  their  Situation^  Extent^  Revenues^ 
&c. 

THE  Defign  of  this  Work  makes  it  abfolutely  neccflarv'td 
examine  the  Nature  of  the  Papal  Power,  for  many  Rca^ 
fons,  but  more  efpecially  as  it  has  i,  very  great  Influence  on  the 
Ballance  of  Power  in  general,  as  well  as  a  very  particular  Re- 
lation to  that  of  Italy,  It  \^ould  indeed  require  much  more 
Room  than  we  have  to  fpare,  and  lead  us  at  the  feme  Time 
befide  our  Purpofe,  to  treat  this  Matter  in  its  full  Extent,  and 
to  enter  into  an  exprefs  Dedu<Sion  of  the  Means  by  which  the 
fpiritual  Authority  of  the  Popes  was  gradually  raifed  to  fuch  a 
Heightj  as  that  with  which  it  was  exercifcd  in  the  Times  im- 
mediately ptecedin^  the  Reformation  \  neither  Is  at  all  necefr 
fary  that  we  fliould  enter  into  any  exprefs  Detail  of  the  Means 
by  which  the  Popes  have  acquired  the  fevcfal  Parts  of  their 
temporal  Dominions.  What  we  chiefly  aim  at,  may  be  ac- 
complifhcd  by  a  fucciri£t  View  of  the  Nature,  Prerogatives^ 
and  Influence  of  this  fpiritual  Monarchy,  fo  far  as  it  refpefts  • 
the  ChrJftian  Powersj  and  a  (hort  Dcfcription  of  thofe  Terri- 
tories, from  the  Pofleffion  of  which  the  Pope  is  confidcred  as  a 
temporal  Prince,  and  as  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  Potentates 
in  Italy^  which  will  be  found  highly  ufefid  towards  obtaining 
a  thorough  Comprehenfion  of  the  Interefts  of  Europe^ 

If  wc  confider  that  the  Popes  rife  to  that  Dignity  frofn  very 
inferior  Stations,  were  heretofore  frequently,  and  are  ftill  fomc^ 
times  of  mean  Families^  without  any  Support  from  Kindred  ' 
or  Relations,  derivina;  a  &reat  Part  of  their  Revenues  from  the 
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Subjefls  of  other  Princes,  and  this  in  virtue  of  their  dtalmirrg 
a  Share  in  their  Allegiance,  exercifing  an  Authority  grounded 
only  in  Opinion,  and  frequently  afluming  a  Superiority  over 
thofe  to  whom  they  have  not  only  been  themfelves  in  Obe- 
dience, but  have  alfo  rendered  them  domeftick  Offices  in  the 
Nature  of  Servants  :  When,  I  fay,  we  confider  all  this,  wkh  a 
Multitude  of  other  Particulars,  that  every  intelligent  Reader's 
Memory  will  furnilh,  we  cannot  help  wondering  that  thi> 
McckfiaJUcal  Emprrt  ha»  flood  fo  long,  grown  up  to  fb  great  a 
Height,  and  continues  yet  to  cnjcy  a  green  old  Age,  that 
does  not  fecm  to  betray  any  Symptoms  of  a  fpeedy  Difiblu- 
tion. 

But  upon  a  nearer  and  clofer  In^>e£Uon,  we  fhall  find  diat 
tJijs  Spirituerl  Monarchy,  like  fomc  of  the  leaning  Towers  that 
have  made  fo  much  Noife  in  Italy^  tho*  it  feems  to  caivy  evident 
Marks  of  Weaknefe,  is  in  Faft  a  Strufture  very  ftrong  in  itfelf, 
contrived  with  great  Skill,  as  wdl  as  ereSed  widi  mudi  Art* 
If  in  other  Monarchies  Princes  have  pretended  to  a  Dhim 
Right  y  the  Pope  goes  ft  ill  farther,  and  claims  a  kiaid  of  Divim 
Power^  by  which  he  is  raifcd  as  much  above  other  Princes, 
as  thofe  Pr'mces  are  above  their  People.  This  Claim,  together 
with  the  Title  of  Holtnefsy  having  the  Recommendation  of  a  long 
Prefcription,  cannot  but  excite  an  high  Veneration  in  the  Minds 
of  fuch  as  believe  it»  The  Papal  Chara£ter  being  given  whh 
the  greateft  Ceremony  by  thofe  who  are  prefumed  to  be  the 
bcft  Judges  of  Religion  and  religious  Intcrefts,  fecms  in  the 
Opinion  of  the  Multitude  to  alter  the  very  Nature  of  him  who 
is  adorned  therewith,  and  to  transform  him  from  a  Man  of 
like  Paflions  with  themfelves,  into  a  Sacred  Per/on.  It  is  tnie^ 
that  in  Proteftant  Countries,  as  nothing  of  this  is  believed,  fo 
ft  is  very  hard  to  be  ujiderftood.  Yet  the  Faft  is  beyond 
Difpute,  and  whatever  wiferPerfens  in  popifh  Kingdoms  may 
conceive,  the  Bulk  of  the  People  have  the  highcft  Reverwic« 
for  the  Holy  Father. 

The  clofe  Connexion  between  the  Clergy  in  all  popifh' 
Countries  and  the  Court  of  Rstiiiy  ]omcA  to  the  occafional  Be- 
nefits that  Monarchs  tlicmfelves  may  receive  by  Bulls  hem  the 
Holy  See,  mates  them  unwilling  to  ihtcrpofc,  or  break  off  that 
Commerce  y^hkh  their  Subjecfts  have  with  Rcrriej  that  upon 
certain  Occafions  they  may  dcrrve  Favours  from  thence^  which 
may  eafily  procure  what  otherwife  might  vnth  Difficulty  be 
forced  hy  their  own  Authority,  The  Subjeftion  of  the  Clergy 
to  a  foreign  Head  makes  them  fometimes  more  tradhibic  t<> 
their  ijatuial  Sovereigns  than  they  othcrwife  would  be>  fmce 
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the  Good-wiM  and  Friendfhip  of  zfmgle  Perjin  is  more  eafily 
attained,  than  the  Dire£lion  of  mat^^  ana  befides  in  tho/e 
Cafes  there  can  be  no  Appeal  to  the  People,  becaufe  in  all  fuch 
Difputes  they  think  an  implicit  Suhmiflion  the  Duty  of  the 
Clergy*  We  may  add  to  this  another  Reafon,  which  is,  that 
xhe  popifh  Princes  cherifh  the  Spiritual  Power  Of  the  Pope^  as 
^he  Means  of  preferving  Unity  in  Religion,  and  thereby  pre- 
venting religious  Difputes,  which  very  feldom  difturbs  the 
Church,  without  difturbing  the  State  alfo.  Thus  it  appears, 
that  independent  of  EnthufiaCn  and  Superftition,  political  Prin- 
ciples have  no  fmall  Share  in  promoting  that  Adherence  to 
the  Se£  of  Rozne^  which  at  firft  Sight  feems  fo  irreconcileable  to 
the  abfolute  Authority  of  Sovereign  Princes^  and  which  not- 
wiihftanding  by  their  dextrous  Management  is  often  made  to 
co-operate  therewith. 

As  to  the  interior  Strength  of  the  Papal  Government,    we 
need  only  refleft,  that  the  Advantages  of  Birth  are  well  fup- 
f)lied  by  the  great  Parts,  and  other  Qualifica'tions  with  which 
a  Man  muft  be  neceflarily  endowed,  who  is  promoted  to  this 
Dignity.     His  being  obliged  to  Celibacy  is  another  Point  of 
great  Confequence,  in  as  much  as  it  prevents  the  changing  this 
dedtive  into  an  hereditary  Sovereignty,  which  would  be  enr 
tirdy  repugnant  to  the  fundamental  Maxims  of  this  Conftitu* 
tion.     We  may  add  to  this,  the  Precautions  taken  in  deding 
commonly  a  Perfon  far  advanced  in  Years,  which  leaves  no 
Room  for  attempting  to  alter  the  fettled  Principles  of  the, Go- 
vernment ;  and  all  great  Politicians  allow,  that  it  is  the  facri- 
ficing  thefe  to  the  Interefts  of  a  Family,  or  to  the  pj-ivate  Ad- 
vantage of  the  reigning  Prince,  that  opens  a  Way  to  the  Ruin 
even  of  the  beft  digefted  Syftems.     It  has  been  alfo  an  old  Rule 
in  the    Conclave,  never  to  eleft  two  Popes  of  the  fame  Fa- 
mily, Fa<2ion,  or  even  of  the  (anje  Difpofition  in  immediate 
Succeffion  for  the  fame  Reafon-     It  would  indeed  be  endjefs 
to  enter  into  all  their  Refinements  upon  thcfc  capital  Points, 
from  whence  the  Charaftcr  of  the  Court  of  Ronu^  in  refpefl: 
to  Policy,  has  always  flood  fo  high,  as  to  be  thought  the  beft 
School  for   breeding  Miniftcrs  in  all  the  popifli  Monarchies, 
from  whence  alfo  it  draws  gieat  Advantages. 

We  muft  not  however  imagine  from  hence,  that  becaufe  the 
fundamental  Maxims  of  the  See  of  Rome  have  been  always  the 
fame,  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government  has  been  txs£&j 
uniform  fince,  confidcring  the  vaft  Variation  in  Mens  Tem- 
pers and  Habits  in  different  Ages,  this  muft  appear  a  Thing 
iWblutely  impoffxble.    Neither  ought  wc  to  imagine,  that  any 
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ConftitutioH  could  be  fo  framed,  as  to  extin|utfh  in  die  Mk4^ 
pf  Princes  all  natural  AfFeftion  for  their  Fanulies.  But  on  the 
one  Hand,  fuch  has  been  the  Skill  and  Capacity  of  thefe  fpi- 
ritual  Monarchs,  that  from  Time  to  Time  they  have  made 
(lich  prudent  Alterations  in  their  exterior  ConduA,  ^  hadi 
perfcftly  kept  up  that  Relation  between  the  Church  and  the 
Court  of  Rom  E, upon  which  their  Authority  depends.  They  have 
likewife  on  the  other  reduced  their  Family  Tendemeffes  into  a 
kind  of  Syftem,  by  which  the  Nepottfm  of  pe  Roman  Pontiffs  has 
been  in  many  Reigns  made  fubfervient  to  th^  Intereft  of  the 
iState,  as  well  as  agreeable  to  the  Inclinations  of  the  Popes, 
who  thought  Jhey  could  never  truft  |heir  Afiairs  in  fo  (afc 
Hands  for  thcmfclyes,  as  with  thofe  wjio  muft  be  confciow, 
that  theif  Wealth,  their  Influence,  and  their  Power,  muft 
in  a  great  Meafure  determine  with  tne  Life  of  him  from  whom 
fhey  were  received,  and  that  befides  they  muft  from  that  Mo- 
jnent  lie  open  to  the  ftrifteft  Inquiries  poffible  into  their  paft 
Conduft. 

Oi]e  may  with  great   Truth  and   Impartiality   venture  to 
aflcrt,  tliat  the  whole  Scheme  of  the  Romijh  Religion  is  admi- 
rably well  adjufted,  to  maintain  in  every  Refpcft  the  Power 
of  the  fuprcme  Head.     He  is  reputed  infallible,  that  his  De- 
cifions  may  have  the  greater  Weight;   the  Traditions  of  the 
Church,  which  with  the  Members  of  it  pafs  for  the  Rule  of 
Faith,   arc  fubjeft  to  his  Controul ;  all  religious  Dci^lrines  are 
liable  to  his  Cenfure ;  the  Power  of  Abfolutioji,  evtn  in  the 
highcft  Cafes,  is  attributed  to  him  ;  he  difpenfes  the  Treafures 
of  the  Church,  I   mean  fpirituaj  Treafures,    fuch  as  Pardons 
and   Indul2;enccs  j    he  grants  Dlfpenfations   of  all  Kinds  j  he 
regulates  I  afls  and  Fcafts  at  his  Pleafure :  In  a  Word,   being 
reputed  the  Succeflbr   of  St.  Peter^  and  the    vifible  Head    oF 
the  Chriflian  Church,    he  has  Prerogatives  without  Boundf, 
and  without  Nufnber  ;  fo  that  it  is  no  furprifing  Thing  at  all, 
that  fo  much  Power,  direfted  by  fo  great  Policy,  fhould  be 
able  to  perform  fuch  mighty  Things,  and  to  prcfcrve  itielffor 
fo  many  Ages. 

But  our  Draught  would  be  extremely  imperfcfl,  ■  if  we  did 
not  take  Notice  of  the  feveral  Ranks  and  Orders  of  Men  fub^ 
]^q\.  in  an  ef^^cial  Manner  to  the  Holy  See,  and  which  with- 
out any  great  Impropriety  in  the  Term,  may  be  ftiled  the 
fpiritual  forces  of  his  Holinefs.  In  the  firft  Clafs  of  the(e 
iiand  the  Cardinals^  yfho  arc  acknowledged  Princes  of  the 
Chuich,  and  pretend  to  be  next  in  Dignity  to  Crtmmed  Heads • 
nhcy  were  originally  no  more  than  the  Parifli  Priefts  of 
tLome^  and  their  Number  fometimcs  greater,  fometimcs  lefs^ 
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but  now  it  is  fixed  to  feventy-two,  in  AUufion  to  Chrift*? 
Difoples.  Heretofore  a  Cardinal  was  content  to  be  ftiled  his 
Excejlency^  but  now  they  aflume  tfie  Title  of  Eminence^  which 
'was  formerly  given  to  Princes,  and  thereupon  the  latter  toolf 
the  Title  of  Highnefe.  The  Cardinals  are  of  all  Nations,  that 
the  Influence  arifmg  from  the  Hopes  of  tliis  Dignity  may  be 
the  more  extenfive,  the  Nomination  to  Hats  by  crowned 
Heads  is  a  new  Stroke  of  Roman  Policy,  which  heightens  the 
Dependance  upon  the  Holy  See^  while  it  feems  to  leflen  the 
Papal  Authority,  The  Majority  however,  are  always  ItaKans^ 
to  prevent  the  Throne  from  being  filled  by  a  Stranger,  and  i^ 
is  provided  that  in  all  Elections  the  Perfons  chofen  fhall  have 
the  Voices  of  two  TTiirds  of  thofe  who  enter  the  Conclave, 
that  there  may  never  be  a  fltong  Failion  againft  the  Pope, 
amongft  the  Cardinals^  which  might  be  attended  with  ill  Con- 
fequences.  All  the  fubordinate  Dignities  in  the  Church,  may 
be  confidered  as  the  Nobility  in  the  Pope's  fpLritual  Empire. 

But  in  all  others,  fo  in  this,  the  Strength  of  the  Monarchy 
confifts  in  t)ie  Number  of  its  Subjedfe,  and  if  wc  take  intq 
our  View  the  fccular  and  regular  Clergy  in  the  Church  ofRorWi^ 
the  former  bound  by  the  moft  facred  Ties,  and  the  latter  not 
by  Vows  only^  but  by  their  Intcrefts,  to  the  Obedience  of  the? 
Holy  See,  we  cannot  but  entertain  a  high  Idfa  of  its  Power, 
fmce  long  ago  it  was  the  Calculation  of  a  certain  Sovereign 
Pontiff,  that  in  Europe  he  had  three  hundred  thoufand  Pariihes, 
and  fifty  thoufand  Convents  fubieS  to  his  Jurifdiftion.  The 
conftant  Refort  of  all  thefe  to  Kpme  upon  different  Occafions, 
muft  carry  thither  annually  an  immenfe  Treafure,  and  tho^ 
Prelates  fon)etimes  complain  of  the  Expence  attending  their 
BuIIsy  yet  it  is  obfcfved,  that  fmce  the  Reformation  gave 
them  Apprehenlions  of  feeing  eccWiaftical  Eflates  fecula- 
rized,  they  have  been  Icfs  frequent  in  their  Remonftrance^,  an<J 
chofe  rather  to  fit  down  under  thofe  JCind  of  Burthens,  thai^ 
expofe  the  Value  of  their  Preferments  to  all  the  World,  and 
thereby  encourage  that  Spirit  of  Envy  which  they  find  ftrong 
enough  already,  without  any  fiich  Inaucement* 

It  is  very  e^  to  difcern,  that*  nothing  has  been  neglefted 
which  could  poflibly  contribute  to  render  the  Foundations  or 
this  Monarchy  firm  and  ftrong.  That  moft  important  Truft 
of  educating  Youth  is  intircly  in  their  Hands,  who  arc  devoted 
to  the  Service  .of  the  Holy  See.  The  Jefuits  are  particularly 
famous  for  their  Application  in  this  refpedl ;  and  when  they  have 
received  the  firft  Tinfture  of  Literature,  fuch  as  are  lent  to 
compleat  their  Studies  at  the  Univcrfitics  meet  with  the  fame. 
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Do£bine  and  Difcipline,  and  whatever  the  Science  be  to  which 
they  apply.  Veneration  for  the  Pope  is  a  Thing  fo  fircquently 
infifled  upon,  and  fo  flrong;1y  imprefled,  that  it  is  almoft  im- 
poffible  they  fliould  ever  lofe  it  while  they  remain  conflant  to 
their  Religion.  The  Offices  of  the  Church,  by  which  I  mean 
Ecclefiaftical  BencAccs  of  all  foi  ts,  are  fo  numerous,  and  afibid 
fuch  ample  Maintenances  and  fuch  agreeable  ProfpeiSb  to  Men 
of  all  Ranks  and  Tempers,  in  coniundtion  with  the  Canon  Law 
which  is  peculiar  to  this  fpiritual  Monarchy,  that  the  moft  cf- 
fcdual  Provifion  is  made  for  a  conftant  ducceflion  of  Peribns 
bound  to  fupport  that  Interefl,  which  is  the  Support  of  them*? 
felvcs  and  all  their  Pretcnfions. 

As  thefe  arc  bound  by  AfFcftion,  and  by  finding  their  own 
Account,  to  a  conftant  Submiffion,  fo  the  proper  Methods  have 
been  taken  for  fubjc£ling  the  Laicks  in  that  Church  alfo  to  fuch 
an  Obedience  as  they  cannot  well  break  through.  Amongft 
thefe  we  may  reckon  Auricular  Confcffion,  Maffes  for  the  Dead, 
the  Diredlion  of  Fcm.ile  Confcicnces,  the  Opportunities  they 
have  of  working  upon  Pcrfons  in  their  dying  Moments,  and 
many  more.  So  that  judging  according  to  thofe  Rules  of  Pro-. 
babiiity,  which  hold  in  other  Cafes,  there  is  no  great  Reafon  to 
expc6t  that  the  Papal  Authority  will  decline  much  more  than 
it  has  already  done ;  efpecially  if  fucceeding  Popes  imitate  the 
Moderation  of  tlicir  immediate  Predcceflbrs,  and  endeavour  to 
mainrain  thcmfclves  rather  by  Addrefs  than  by  the  Force  of'. 
Ecclcfiaftical  Ccnfurcs,  wliich  is  a  fort  of  Artillery  that  flo 
longer  docs  the  Execution  it  did  in  the  darker  Ages,  when  the  . 
little  Learning  there  wa^•,  rcniaiaed  intialy  among  Uie  Pricfts  and 
Monks. 

The  Reader  will  apprchcm!  this  more  clearly,  if  he  takes  z 
Ihort  View  of  the  European  Powers  that  flill  profc(s  Obedience 
to  the  Sec  of  Ro;Ke,  In  Polaud  the  Clergy  arc  numerous,  and 
wcl!  provided  for,  have  a  great  Share  of  Pov/cr  allotted  them  by 
the  Conftitiition,  and  arj  fc;r  tlic  moftcompofed  of  the  younger 
Sons  of  the  Nobility.  In  Qtrmmiyy  it  is  viiible  that  the  Popiih 
Religion  rather  ptwalls  than  dw-dincs,  and  th^  Eccleftafiical 
Klcc^tors  and  other  Prelate?  arc  fb  formidable  a  Body  in  the  Diet, 
as  not  to  be  apprehcnfi\c  (;f  any  future  Scf:u]arization$.  It  b 
befidc?  the  Intereft  of  fcveral  .;rv.at  Koufcs  to  fupport  the  Church 
as  it  is  now  conflituted,  on  rlicfcore  of  the  Preferments  which 
are  in  a  manner  entailed  on  the  vounzcr  Sons  of  their  Families, 
fo  as  not  only  to  afford  them  noI)!c  Eliabliflimcnts,  but  alfo  ren- 
der them  capable  of  fiipporting  the  Head  of  their  Houfe  inftead 
of  beii>g  a  Burthen  upon  him,  -^  would  be  tlic  Cale  if  tiiefe 
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Dignities  were  fectilarized.  The  hereditary  Gauntries  of  1I19 
Houfe  of  Auftria  remain  ftridlly  attached  to  the  See  of  £iMr« 
The  Gallican  Church  has  always  claimed  a  kind  of  Freedom, 
which  having  been  improved  by  the  Struggles  that  have  been 
heretofore  made  againf:  them,  the  modern  ropes  have  wimy 
had  rccourfc  to  another  Method,  which  feems  to  have  had  a  bet- 
ter Eflfedl ;  and  wliile  the  Courts  of  Rome  and  VerfaiUes  agree, 
bodi  will  find  their  Account  in  the  reciprocal  Support  of  each 
other's  Power.  In  tpain  and  Portugal  the  Papal  Authority  ftanda 
upon  a  much  ftronger  Foundation,  as  appears  from  the  amazing 
Wealth  of  the  Clergy  in  the  former,  and  the  Joy  with  which 
the  Sovereign  of  the  latter  accepted  very  lately  from  the  Pope 
the  Title  of  Mojl  Faithful,  In  Italy  the  Influence  of  the  Pope 
extends  every  where ;  and  he  is  fo  able  to  make  either  his  Fa* 
vour  or  Rofentment  felt,  that  all  the  Princes  and  States  of  his 
Communion  find  it  th^ir  Intereft  to  live  upon  good  Terms  with 
his  Holine(s,  and  as  none  underftand  their  own  Interefts  b^er^ 
^e  like  to  continue  in  the  fame  Inclinations  received  from  their 
Anceftors  in  that  refpcd. 

It  has  been  generally  fuppofed,  that  one  of  the  Maxims  of  the 
See  of  Rome  has  been  attaching  itfelf  to  the  fuperior  Intferefly 
;md  always  courting  that  Power  moft  which  was  uppennoft  % 
and  in  proof  of  this  much  has  and  may  be  iaid :  but  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  very  certain,  that  the  true  Intereft  of  the  Hohr 
3ee  confiik  in  fuoporting  the  Ballakce  of  PowBR,  becauie 
its  Influence  depends  chiefly  upon  an  Equalitv  among  the  Princes 
of  that  Communion  :  and  if  any  of  thefe  mould  gain  an  intii:e 
Afcendancy,  the  See  of  Rome  could  not  fail  of  feeling  the  firft 
EflFedh  of  it.  l^his  is  not  only  evident  from  Speculation,  but 
from  Experience  likewife.  Wnen  the  Spaniards  were  in  Ae 
Zenith  of  their  Povifcr,  the  Pope  felt  the  Weight  of  it.  And 
\n  much  later  Times,  when  Lewis  XIV.  thought  himfelf  in  a 
Condition  to  give  Law  to  Europe^  his  profeffing  himfelf  the 
Eldeft  Son  of  the  Church  did  notreilrain  him  from  treating  the 
Holy  Father  very  undutifiilly ;  upon  which  the  wifeft  Protdtant 
Politicians  did  not  in  the  leaft  htfitate  at  giving  the  Article  for 
making  his  Holinefs  Satisiadion  a  place  in  the  grand  Alliances 
The  Truth  is,  that  while  the  Court  of  Rome  continues  famous 
for  its  Policy,  for  which  it  is  like  to  continue  famous  as  long  as 
it  continues  at  all,  we  can  never  fufpefl  its  falling  from  this 
Maxim.  For  as  in  Decency  it  imports  the  Holy  Father  to  (hew 
an  equal  AfFedion  for  all  wno  profefs  themfelves  his  ChiMren, 
fo  it  is  his  Intereft  to  be  really  indiflFerent ;  and  tho'  fome  Cafes 
ixuy  iiiippen  that  require  a  temporary  Sufpenfion  of  that  Ap- 
pearance^ 
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yearance,  yet  wi(e  Men  will  not  be  deceived  by  the  Condudof 
Popes  under  fuch  Circumftances.  But  it  is  now  Time  to  fpeak 
^f  the  temporal  Authority  which .  the  Roman  PontiflF  enjoys  in 
confequence  of  his  Dominions  in  Italy  and  eUewhere ;  and  in 
treating  of  thcfe  we  ihall  be  as  (iiccindt  as  the  Subjed  will 

allow. 

As  an  Italian  Prince,  the  Pope  would  be  very  powerful  if  die 
Number  and  Wealth  of  his  Subjedbs  bore  any  Proportion  to  the 
Extent  of  his  Dominions,  which  lie  in  the  very  middle  of  Itafy, 
and  go  quite  acrols  from  the  Gulph  of  Venice  to  the  Afediterra* 
nean^  which  is  an  Advantage  that  (except  the  King  of  the  Tm 
Sicilies)  no  other  Prince  in  that  Country  enjoys  but  himfdf. 
We  will  fpeak  of  the  feveral  Provinces  into  which  they  are  di- 
vided, or  rather  of  the  feveral  Territories  of  which  they  arc 
compofedy  in  their  natural  Order,  beginning  with  the  Country 
that  lies  fejthcft  to  the  North- Weft,  which  is  the  Dutchy  of 
ferrara.  This,  which  was  formerly  one  of  the  fineft  Prind- 
mlities  in  Itafy^  lies  ftretched  upon  the  Gulph  of  Venice^  the 
Kiver  Po  running  through  it,  and  filling  there  into  the  Sea. 
The  Climate  wais  formerly  gqod,  and  the  Soil  fruitful,  pro- 
ducing Corn,  Flax  and  Hemp,  and  other  valuable  Commodi- 
ties, which  made  the  Duke  rich  and  the  People  happy  ;  but  now 
Things  are  quite  akered ;  for  the  Country  lying  low,  and  being 
thinly  inhabited,  the  Inundations  of  the  Po  have  rendered  i 
great  Part  of  it  a  Morafe,  and  Ferrara^  from  being  one  of  the 
fineft  in  Italy^  now  fcarce  deferves  the  Name  of  a  City.  The 
1  own  and  County  of  Comachio  is  no  better  than  a  Fifliing  Vil- 
lage, furrounded  by  unwholefome  Marflies.  The  Bohgncfe  is 
ftill  a  verj'  fine  Countrj",  and  retains  fomething  of  its  ancient 
Freedom :  The  Capital  is  ft i led  Bologna  or  Bononia  the  /irf, 
from  the  Fertility  of  its  Territory  in  Corn,  Wine  and 
Flax  :  Fort  Url'arn^  which  ftands  ten  Miles  from  BohgnOj  is 
a  Fortrefs  built  to  cover  the  Pope's  Frontier  on  this  Side: 
The  Bohgncfe  is  an  Inlami  Country,  but  as  it  lies  between  Tuf- 
tany  and  the  Dutch v  of  Mantua y  the  Road  through  it  creates 
fome  little  Trade.  The  Country  of  Romagna  is  next,  it  lies- 
upon  the  Gulph  of  Venice^  and  is  very  pleafant  and  fruitful,  wa- 
tered by  feveral  fine  RiVcrs,  and  enriched  by  its  Salt  Mines : 
The  Capital  is  Ravenna  the  Old^  as  the  Italians  call  it,  and 
indeed  its  Appearance  fpcaks  it  fo,  for  it  is  now  fallen  very 
much  to  Decay.  The  Dutchy  of  Urbino  lies  alfo  upon  the 
Venetian  Gulph,  and  though  it  was  formerly  reckoned  a  fine 
Country  when  under  Princes  of  its  own,  there  is  nothing  more 
u:rtaiii  thai)  tliat  the  Air  '\&  very  unwholefome,  and  the  Soil 

extremely 
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lextremely  barren ;  the  beft  Place  now  is  Pefar^  on  the  Coaft  of 
the  Adriatickj  from  whence  it  enjoys  fome  Tnule»  and  is  tole* 
rably  well  built.  The  Marquiiate  of  Ancma  lies  sdfo  on  the 
fame  Gulph  ;  the  City  from  whence  it  receives  its  Name  was 
formerly  famous  for  its  Port,  now  in  a  very  low  and  poor  Con- 
dition \  but  Loretto^  which  ftands  about  ten  Miles  from  it,  is 
famous  for  its  Riches  acquired  by  the  worft  fort  of  Trade. 

Tiie  Territory  of  Citta  de  CafieUo  is  fmall,  and  derives  its 
Name  from  that  Place  which  ftands  on  the  River  77i/r,  and  i^ 
pleafant  and  well  bujlt*     The  Perugiano  lies  next,  and  abound^ 
with  excellent  Wine  and  very  good  Corn*     The  Capital  is 
Perufoy  enriched  by  its  famous  Lake  well  ftored  with  excellent 
Fifli.     The  Orvietano  lies  next,  fo  called  from  its  Capital  Or-r- 
'vieto^  a  fmall  but  beautiful  Country,  rich  in  Com  and  Wine, 
and  enjoying  the  beft  Air  in  the  Pope's  Dominions.     Adjoining 
to  this  Province  lies  the  Dutchy  of  Cajiro^  belonging  formerly 
to  the  Dukes  of  Parma  and  Placenttay  but  rejoined  to  the  Holy 
See  partly  by  Ufury,  and  partly  by  Violence :  The  Pope's  Pof» 
feffion  was  quieted  by  a  Treaty  with  the  Emperor  Charles  VI. 
in  1724,  but  it  is  poflible  the  old  Title  to  it  derived  from  the 
Dukes  of  Parma^  on  a  favourable  Occafion  may  be  yet  revived. 
The  Patrimony  of  St.  Peter  lies  on  the  Mediterranean^  and 
is  fruitful  in  Corn  and  Wine,  and  famous  alfo  for  its  Allom 
Mines :  The  Capital  of  it  i§  Viterboy  anciently  a  fine  Place,  now 
little  better  than  a  Heap  of  Ruins ;  Porto^^  formerly  (as  its  Name 
fignifies)  a  noble  Haven,  now  capable  only  of  receiving  Barks : 
But  Chita  Feahia  has  ftill  a  fine  Port,  ancf  would  be  a  very  con-p 
fiderable  Place,  if  the  Uqwholefomeneis  of  its  Air  did  not  render 
it  thinly  peopled,  and  the  Lazinefe  of  thofe  People  who  dwell  in  ti 
did  not  contribute  to  the  Unwholefomeneis  of  theAir  by  leaving 
their  Country  uncultivated.     Umhria^  or  the  Dutchy  of  Spoleto^ 
is  a  Country  well  watered,  and  {nuch  diverfificd  in  its  Appear-r 
ance,  in  fome  Parts  mountainous,  in  others  marihy,* but  inter- 
mixed with  Plains  fruitful  in  Corn,  Wine,  Oil  and  Fruits :  The 
Capital  is  SpoktOy  and  there  are  fome  other  good  Towns  in  this 
Country,  which  is  owing  to  a  little  Trade  ffirring  there.     The 
Province  of  Salina^  which  takes  its  Name  from  the  SabineSj  is 
final],  but  very  fruitful  and  pleafant.     The  Country  about  Rome^ 
called  Campagna  di  Roma^  would  be  wholefome  and  fruitful  if 
well  cultivated,  but  at  prcfent  it  is  neither,  efpecially  in  fom^ 
Scafons  of  the  Year,  when  that  Capital  bea>mes  a  kind  of  De-* 
fart,  being  alike  abandoned  by  Strangers  and.it^  beft  Inhabitants, 
for  the  fake  of  enjoying  a  purer  Clinwtc, 

The 
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The  whole  DomlrtiOTis  of  the  Holy  See  that  lie  Am  all  togs 
-dier,  aixl  compofe  what  the  Italians  call  Stato  dellaChiefa^  vt 
bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Territories  of  the  State  ot  ^inai 
■and  the  AlriatM&ca^  on  the  Eait:  by  the  Kingdom  of  Napkt 
en  the  South  by  the  Mediterranean^  and  on  die  Weft  b^  tic 
Dominions  of  the  Great  Duke  and  the  Dutchies  of  A^^dtru^ 
Mirandoky  and  Mantua,  The  greateft  Length  of  dib  Countiy, 
.computed  \vom  Framotino  in  the  Dutchy  of  Perrara  to  Ttrrachu 
in  Campagna  di  R^ma,  which  is  in  a  Line  from  North-Eaft  to 
*South-Weft,  may  be  about  two  hundred  and  forty  ItaSem^AJia; 
.as  to  the  Breadtr^  from  Civita  Vecchia  in  the  Patrimony  of  St 
Fetir  to  Ant^na^  it  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  Miles,  hot 
in  many  other  Places  it  is  not  near  fo  broad.  We  have  al- 
.leady  taken  notice  of  the  Advantage  of  its  Situation,  from 
which  tho'  Ae  Pope  derives  no  great  Benefit,  yet  oug^t  it  to 
be  confidered  3S  a  Point  of  very  great  Confequence  in  treadi^ 
«f  the  Importance  of  his  Countries.  Upon  the  whole  it  may 
l)e  affirmed,  that  after  the  two  crown'd  Heads,  the  Pope  is  Ac 
,inoft  confiderable  Power  in  Italy  in  point  of  Dominions,  and 
might  be  in  every  other  Refpeft,  if  any  thing  like  the  fame 
Policy  was  difcovcrablc  in  the  Conduft  of  his  Temporal  Eftates 
that  is  ihewn  in  the  Management  of  his  Spiritual  Authoritj. 
As  it  is,  his  Subjefts  arc  the  hardeft  ufed,  and  yet  his  Revenue 
15  below  that  of  Tiwy  other  Prince,  the  Extent  of  his  Territo- 
rice  confidered ;  for  it  has  never  been  computed  at  above  two 
Millions  of  Rdman  Crowns,  whereas  Tufcany^  that  is  not  half 
4IS  big,  produces  twice  as  much  to  the  Grand  Duke.  His 
regular  IVoops  are  now  only  fit  for  Shew,  hardly  any  of  his 
Fortrefles  in  a  State  of  Defence,  and  tho'  the  Gazettes  fome- 
times  mention  the  Pope's  Gallies,  his  naval  Power  is  very  in» 
confiderable.  We  muft  however  in  Juftice  to  fome  of  the 
laft  Popes  allow,  that  they  have  endeavoured  to  corred  the 
Errors  oft  their  Prcdeceflbrs,  and  that  their  SubjeSs  have  lived 
much  eafier  under  tliem;  but  then  thefe  Amendments  have 
extended  no  farther  than  to  keep  Things  from  growing  worfc, 
:uid  much  more  muft  he  done  before  they  can  be'expeded  to 
grow  better. 

Befules  thefe  the  Pope  has  other  Dominions,  as  well  in 
Italy  as  dfewliere.  The  Kingdom  of  Naples  is  held  from 
him  by  an  annual  Tribute.  The  Dutchies  oi Parma  and  Ph-^ 
€intia  wcTC  Part  of  the  Patrimony  of  the  Church,  but  by  the 
famous  quadruple  Alliance,  they  were  declared  to  be  Ficis  of 
the  Empire,  and  are  like  to  be  confidered  in  that  Light  for  the 
future.  The  Principality  of  M^Jferan^  beloiiging  fgrmexly  to 
*"  ^  3  tfe« 
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the  Family  of  Fiefque^  and  at  prefent  to  the  iCing  of  Sardtm^ 
is  held  in  like  Manner  from  the  Pope.     Other  Domioioti^  h^. 
has  in  Pofleffion,  which  are  held  from  other  PrinceSf  Aicb  a# ' 
the  Territory  of  BiriiVita§  in  the  Kingdom  of-  Naflesf  thtf 
Archbifhop  of  which  is  the  iecond  ccdefiwical  Dignity  in  that  -  ^ 
Kingdom  >  and  the  County  of  Avignony  in  the  Soodi  of  Frami^  ' 
in  which,  while  they  were  deprived  .of  Rmu^  the  Popes  them* 
felves  refided,  who  flill  govern  it  by  a  Vice-Lqgate,  and  t)M 
in  every  refpedi  is  a  very  confideraDle  AcqutTitton,  of  which 
the  Popes  are  particularly  tender,  and  which  is  the  only  Part 
of  their  Pofleflions  obtained  in  tfie  Wav  of  a  tair  Purchafe* 

After  having  thus  fiiirly  and  clearly  ibted  die  juft  Extent  of 
the  Papal  Dommions,  and  the  Nature  of  their  Government^ 
which  is  truly  defpotic,  the  Reader  will  eafily-  iee»  thaC  as  an 
Italian  Prince,  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  is  obliged  to  keep  great 
Meafures  with  moft  of  his  Neighbours.    The  King  of  the  Ttwr . 
Sicilies,  tho'  he  confiders  him  as  his  Subjefl,  is  nevecthelefi  a 
very  powerful  Prince  ;  and  as  we  have  lately  feen  by  his  fafeck«t 
ing  up  BeneveniOj  npt  at  all  afraid  of  re&nting   any  Injuiy* 
that  may  be  done  him  by  the  Court  of  Rsmt.    The  Granii  * 
Duke  was  aUb  to  be  managed  for  many  Reafons ;  and  tho*  Ae 
Dukes  of  Parma  and  Moaena  were  never  formidable  fcom  their 
own  Power,  yet  they  feldom  wanted  fome  very  puiflantPro*  . 
tedor.     With  the  Republick  otVenicej  the  Popes  have  j^ne** 
rally  fpeaking  endeavoured  to  live  well,  and  when  at  any  Time 
they  have  departed  from  this  lalutary  Maxim,  Experience  ham 
has  quickly  taught  them  to  recur  to  it  for  their  own  Safety^  . 
They  have  always  kept  fair  with  the  Duke  <^  Sevoj,  or  at 
leaft  endeavoured  it,  as  knowing  that  he  held  the  Paflages  m^-   _ 
to  Italy  \  neither  have  they  often  differed  with  dieK.epublicie^ 
of  Genoa.    On  the  other  Hand,  the  Princes  amd  States  of  Itohi^ 
having  more  frequent  Occafion  than  other  Potentate  to  feP' 
licit  Favours  from  his  HoEnefsj  in  temporal  as  wdl  as^^n^* 
ritual  Concerns,  have  very  (eldom  been  wanting  in  T^cflidio*^  - 
nies  of  Duty  and  RdpeA,  and  this  tho'  they  have  ibihetimtt  * 
had  Jealoufics  of  the  perfonal  Condu£l  of  particular  Popes. 

As  a  temporal  Prince,  every  wife  Pope  confiders  the  Btik' 
lance  of  Italy  as  his  moft  important  Concern^  and  Aerefatf 
labours  as  far  as  ih  his  Power  lies,  to  prefenre  the  'Ipian^luli^  • 
lity  of  that  Country,  and- to  provide  as  much  as  nbay  he  a*'  < 
gainft  a  Revolution,  becaufe  he  is  fiirethat  inTiitie  of  Wai*' 
his  Countries  muft  fuffer,  and  he  is  very  fiir  from'beinj;  fun^  * 
Confidering  the  many  Flaws  in  die  Titles  by  which  he  fadds 
oiany  of  dbcm,  that  IbmePart  or  other  will  not  be  taken  from 
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.tiids.  fic&leS)  nothing  expofes  his  Weakneis  fo  mucii  to  d« 
World,  is  a  War  in  Italy,  when  he  is  often  aUe  to  do  but  littk 
bv  Intreaty,  and  alwavs  incapable  of  doing  any  thing  by 
Force.  Upon  thcfe  Principles  the  Popes  endeavour  to  lecD 
all  the  Italian  Princes  in  a  State  of  Equality  as  much  as  poH 
fible,  and  are  alfo  very  attentive  to  prevent  either  the  Hode 
of  Aujiria^  or  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon^  from  gaining  am  AfeendaxH 
cy  there,  which  may  be  fatal  to  the  Independency  of  other  Pow* 
ers,  and  confequenuy  deftni£tive  of  the  Pope's  Influence,  wfaidi 
thereupon  entirely  depends.  The  iame  Maxim  governs  the 
Cardinals  Tn  their  Choice  of  a  Pope,  (b  that  they  not  only 
avoid  electing  a  Subject  of  either  of  thofe  powenul  Houfa^ 
but  are  likewiie  very  cautious  in  taifing  to  the  Pa|>al  Throne 
any  Cardinal  who  has  (hewn  himfelf  wadn  in  either  of  their 
Interefts* 

The  Pope  is  jealous  and  a&aid,  not  widiout  good  ReaTon, 
of  the  Turis  and  of  the  pvratical  States  of  Barharyy  his  Coafts 
being  very  liable  to  Deicents  from  the  One,  and  to  Infults 
from  the  other.  It  has  indeed  been  fucgefted,  that  from  t 
refined  Stroke  in  Politics,  the  Countries  lying  on  the  Gulph 
of  Venice  and  on  the  Mediterranean  have  been  fufiered  to  lio 
wafte  and  uncultivated,  that  the  Unwhokfomends  of  the 
Air,  and  the  Poverty  of  the  Inhabitants,  might  take  away 
all  Temptations  from  an  Enemy  that  might  otherwife  pro^'C 
irrefiftible.  If  one  could  imagine  any  Truth  in  this,  it  muft 
give  a  flrange  Idea  of  his  Holinefs's  Councils ;  but  as  the  Ita- 
Hans  have  been  always  efteemed  fubtile  Politicians,  fo  there 
have  never  been  wanting  a  certain  Clafe  of  Writers,  willing 
to  attribute  the  groffeft  Miftakcs  in  Government  to  fome 
myfterious  Defign  far  above  the  Reach  of  ordinary  Capaci- 
ties; which  in  phin  Englijh  is  refining  to  a  Degree  that  is 
palpably  ridiculous.  But  after  all,  the  real  Source  of  the 
ftrange  Conduft  in  the  Admin iftration  of  civil  Affairs  in  the 
Dominions  of  the  Church,  is  the  known  Confcqucnce  of  In- 
duftry,  Wealth  and  Commerce,  which  is  Freedcm  of  Thought, 
and  a  Liberty  in  adding ;  Principles  that  are  not  at  all  com^' 
patible  with  that  kind  of  Sovereignty ;  and  this  alone  very 
fully  accounts  for  that  otherwife  furprizing  Oppofition  between 
the  Dexterity  with  which  every  thing  relating  to  the  foiri* 
tual  Monarchy  is  mana2;ed,  and  that  negligent  Stiffnefs 
which  appears  fo  manifcfily  in  the  DircftioA  of  civil  Af- 
£urs. 

The  Reader  may  pofTibly  wonder  at  finding  thcfc  Italtam 
§tatC3  fo  fully  and  particulail)'  ddcrrbcJ^  and  ihcrcforc  it  may 
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not  be  amifs  to  give  the  true  Reafoi^  of  that  Attention  in  thijr 
Place,  which  is,  that  new  Difjputes  in  Italy  may  in  all  Proba^ 
Cility  create  the  next  general  War  in  Bur^^  on  whi<^  as  U. 
is  not  at  all  impoiSUe  that  we  may  have  our  f^ye^  fo  it  feenU' 
to  be  very  rcafonable  that  wc  fhould  be  able  to  form  ibme 
Notion  of  the  Merits  of  the  Caufe,  and  of  the  Situation  of 
Places  in  that  Country,  that  at  the  Beginning,  will  be  in  all 
Appearance,  the  Theatre  of  the  War.  We  have  already  feen 
how  the  Aujirian  Dominions  are  feated,  how  the  Territories 
of  the  Duke  of  Modma  are  blocked  up  by  the  Pope,  what 
fine  Countries  belong  to .  the  Holy  See,  and  how  far  he  is 
from  making  the  bcft  of  them.  We  will  next  apply  our 
Thoughts  to  the  folid  EftabliQiments  that  have  been  made  fince 
the  Peace  of  Utrecht  in  favour  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourb$n. 

SECT.  y. 

I'be  Pretenjions  and  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of 

Bourbon  in  Italy. 

WE  have  heretofore  mentioned  this  Subje<Sl  occafion-' 
ally,  in  order  to  explain  other  Matters  which*-  we 
were  treating  j  but  we  will  now  take  the  Opportunity  of  gping 
to  the  Bottom  of  it^  and  of  flating  the  Rife  and  rrogreis  of 
that  Eflablifhment,  which  has  chiefly  occupied  the  Attention 
of  the  European  Powers  fmce  the  Conclufion  of  the  laft  ge* 
neral  Peace  at  Utrecht^  By  that  Treaty  the  Emperor  was  put  in 
Pofleffion  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  in  Itahfy 
and  it  was  tliought  this  Difpofition  had  fecured  the  Ballance  of 
Power  in  Europe^  in  fpite  of  almoft  all  Events.  But  it  very 
olten  happens,  that  when  Politicians  have  fome  one  great  and 
important  Objcft  in  View,  they  negleft  or  pais  by  unobferved 
what  merits  their  Attention ;  io  in  this  Cafe,  the  Care  they  had 
of  the  Ballance  of  Europe  made  them  intirely  forget  the  Ballance 
of  Italy^  which  was  abfolutely  overturned  by  this  very  Settle- 
ment. 

It  is  indeed  true,  that  Sicily  was  given  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy ; 
but  as  this  proceeded  from  the  pure  AfFc£iion  of  Queen  Annt^ 
fo  the  giving  him  that  Kingdom  was  not  attended  with  fuch 
an  AugiiK'ntation  of  Power  as  might  enable  him  to  keep  it ;  for 
at  tliis  timc^  the  Emperor  was  not  only  Mafter  of  great  Domi- 
Hioiii  in,    but  to  fpeak  truly,  was  Mafter  of  all  Italy.    He 

had 
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%ti  Afi  Kin«4om  of  Na^i^  ,ibc.I>ii^Fl)gj  ?£  t^f^^VV  4^) 
tiwr  witlt.  t&elflimd.  of  isoftbmafjts  bk  Jui^ij^^WtCoimtrwtj 
the  DutcKy  of  Mantua  be  k^  as  nii  dcn^Ladp^j^}  aoii  jl) 
virtue  of  iu*^npMialDigciiW,,'iie  baiy  or.cIsiii^Rd,ftt^  KijhB 
over  the  itfiim  Fxtnccs  znA  S^tcs^  ss  g^ve  Ofp^  jjf^han  iafifili 
and  intoleratjtt  Oneafiiiefe.      ,  ,  _..;  j.^;-,-;-.-;-    ■  * 

Before  the  Ue^th  of  £«afi  XTV.,  they  tuc^^te^intO&«K 
ftcKt  Ncgociations  wKh.tlieCw^iOf  /rjp^^S  fRrrJfw^pn- 
dent  enough  that  the  Houk  oi-  Bmrbiut  oTiiy^^ttp]^,jafitiftdA^ 
Ac  Proteaioii  they  wanted i  and  upon,  the  D^^*^  thcaitt* 
of  S/rt/>,  the  Marria«c  of./:iJ:g»  y;.:-wUh;^.H4Jrtii  ^ti«  1 
Houks  of  Fani^f  ano  j«Mf*'K.£ay«.  <^OV.;po_.fBijAl_Hop()rf  ' 
fteinga  Ttvm  in  their  Faypur,  By  thii  'otic,  /pos;  i^jw  ill  dw 
Imperial  Aiiniftets  took  the'ir  .H^f^"""!.  wKo  -bf^itHJ^eu^ 
to  fet  forth  the.Clalms  of  th^Hput  of  liic  Et^ipfg:  on  thtJttSm 
Fiefs,  perfu^ded  the  I'olttidaqs^^An  that  Sitlc-.xh^  ^^,  (hae 
wanted  only  a  &ir  OpportwifJ^vf*  .deprive  tfaem  ^1  hf  Degrw 
of  their  Tenicories,  afrhad.tx^a  the  FaGe  already  of.tbetfvktt 
oT  .^aiUVd.  and  Adirandal^,  .This  Qpnyrrtevl ^thcin  itt  once;  A 
that  now  t^ey  were  as  deiirous  of  recalling  the  Spairiartii  as  th^ 
ever  were  to  fee  them,  expelled- 

His  Catholick  Majcfly  had  two  very  different  Intercfh  is 
Italy;  one  founded  on  the  Pretenlions,-  wbtch -as  Succeflur  to 
the  Houfe  of  jfujlria,  he  bad  on  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples  aaiL 
Sicitf,  and  the  Dutchy  of  Miidn,  which  he  had  renounced-bjr 
Force  i  and  another  in  Right  of  his  Queen,  his  JfTue  1^  her 
being  intituled  to  the  SMcccllion  of  Parmi,  Piac4»tur,  and  Ti^ 
cany,  Tho  Eotperor  was  jeatotu  of  both  thefii  Rights^  and  ws 
very  earneft  with  his  Allies  to  provide  amin^:  .tbenri  wEiicli 
might  have  been  very  efFefhially  done,  the  Pope  havins;  a  C3eiam 
to  tlie  Dutchies  of  tarma  and  Pinetnlia,  and  his.Lnpcrial  Ma-: 
jefty  at  leaft  aCoIour  of  Rlghttodifpoleof  theGtand'Dutchvof 
Juftaflj-jupon  the  failing  of  theMaleLin^of  thcHouTe  ^Medith; 
The  Quadruple  Alliance,  however,  was  coiiduded  fbon  aAer,- 
■with  a  View  to  remedy  the  Dcfedls  of  the  Tnatics  of  Vtrecit 
and  Badm ;  hut  the  Regent  of  Frante  could  not  he  brought  into 
that  Alliance,  without  ftipuhting  in  favoiu-  of  his  Catholidc- 
Majefty  the  eventual  SucceiEon  of  Perma  and  Platentia,  by- 
which  there  was  a  formal  Decifion  agninft  the  Rights  of  the 
Pope,  and  in  Favour  of  the  Prerogatives  of  the  Emperor  {  but 
then  the  latter  were  only  acknowledged,  to  fupport  his  Pow«r,  i» 
giving  thefe  Dutchies  away.  There  is  no  doiibt,  that  the  fVo- 
teflanc  Powers  interefted  in  thst  Alliancs,  ai£tcd  very  confiftent-' 
ly*  bcfaufe'Cbejr  dmy  all  tho Clunu  of  thcBope^-but  tfaeratafr 
- "  :   ^  cannot 
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carnioe  be  £dd  of  die  CatboUck  IMiK»  I  j^  this  was  t^^ 
fofenmly  confiraied  ty  Ottdijial  An^    tomuch  flrooger  with 
Fditidam  it  Intettft  than  Prindple. 

The  Emperor,  wMkout  doubt,  forelkw  all  dielnoonveoiences' 
that  would  attend  thtt  Cohceffion ;  but  tfie  immediate  Advantages 
which  he  derived  from  that  Alliaince,  bjr  the  Exchange  o(  f^r^ 
Jima  for  Sidh^  induced  him  to  conlent  to  it,  though  it  i»  rery 
certain  that  he  <fid  it  with  Reludbnce,  and  that  he  expoftulated 
the  Point  with  hb  Affiet  to  the  utmoft.  It  b  alfo  very  likely^ 
that  the  Succeffioa  to  Pamm  and  Placentia  beinc  eventual  only^ 
and  attended  with  onity  Contingendes,  was  what  chiefly  pre- 
vailed upon  thcBrUtfi  Miniitos  to  go  fo  readily  into  this 
Scheme.  It  looked  as  if  tfiey  had  jud^  right  upon  the  Death 
of  Francis  Dulre  of  Pamut^  Uncle  to  the  Queen  Dowager  of 
Sfain ;  for  his  Brother  AntmiU  Fanufe  no  fooner  fucoeeded  to 
the  Dutchy^  dian,  contrary  to  eveir  body's  £xpe£bition,  he 
married  the  Princefi  Henrteita  of  AAdena^  by  whom  if  he  had 
been  fortunate  enough  to  have  bad  any  Iflue,  the  Succeffion  of 
the  King  of  Spaif^s  Children  by  his  fccond  Maniage  had 
been  defeated,  and  this  Duke's  I/efcendants  would  have  been 
the  Heirs,  not  only  of  his  alfo  Dominions,  butallb  of  thofe  of  die 
Grand  Duke. 

But  he  d)ring  in  January  1731,  without  Ifllie,  the  Infimt  Don 
Carlos^  in  virtue  ofa  Multitude  of  Treaties,  which  having  beat 
mentioned  in  their  proper  Places,  need  not  be  repeated  here^ 
became  intituled  to  that  Succeffion,  and  according  to  the  Sdpu^ 
lations  in  the  Treaty  of  SeuiBe^  was  adtially  put  into  the  peaces- 
able  Pofleffion  of  Parma ;  and  in  Confequence  of  a  Negociation 
with  John  Gq/l^r^  the  laft  Duke  of  Tujiany^  was  by  him  alio 
acknowledged  for  his  Heir  apparent,  and  had  the  Tide  of  Grand  , 
Prince!  It  was  now  thou^t  that  the  Views  of  Spain  were  in* 
tirdy  accomplifhed,  and  that  both  the  King  and  the  Queen  V.  - .  >  Id 
be  content  with  feeing  dieir  Son  fo  am(dy  provided  for^  and  his 
Polfeffions  fo  well  fecured  to  hin^  as  thqr  were  by  feveral  Trea- 
ties. The  Italian  Princes  alfo  were  very  well  f:tis^cx<,  bccaufe 
they  were  at  leneth  fure  of  Support  in  cafe  they  entered  '!tc  any 
Alliance  amongft  themfelves,  to  fet  Bounds  to  the  Power  oi  the 
Houfe  of  AuJMa  in  that  Part  of  the  World,  which  was  all  they 
wifhcd 

But  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  War,  occafioned  by  the 
Death  of  the.  hte  Kins  c^  Poland^  the  Face  of  Affairs  in  Italf 
intirely  changed,  and  his  Catholick  Majefty  having  already  ofan- 
tained  ail  that  he  could  pretend  to  in  Right  of  his  Queen, 
beganta  revive  the  Claims  which  be  had  renounced  in  Right  of 
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hb  CfWRy  xid'tn  AeMbnth  nf  jl^n.^  1734,  tli«  In&nit  Doiv 
..  Cuf-iV;  having  penetrated  through  the  Eccldia^ical  Dominion;, 
arrived  with  a  Spanijh  Atntft  commfliidod  undei-  him  by  the  ' 
Count  de  Mififuirt  on- theTron  tiers  oT  the  Kingdom  of  NafUs. 
The  Coufit  d*  Vifanti  was  ^t  th^  Time  Viceroy  of  the  Kin^ 
dom  for  the  Emperor  Oiaria  VI.  and  had  the  Mi^rtunc  to  fgc- 
-«eed  his  Predeceffor  jn  the  general  Hatred  of  tije  People,  w]j(r 
-revolted  almoin  unanimouJIy  as  foon  as  the  Spaniards  enteral 
thetf  Country  J  upon  whi(Ji  the  Viceroy  quitted  NopUs,  after 
plundering  til  the  Mounlf  of  Ticty ;  Fuiidb,  v^hich  hud  heoi 
iiccQunted  Jacced  in  all  &^mer  Revolutions.  The  only  Citia 
that  Were  in  a  Condition  to  make  Refiftancc,  were  thofc  of 
G^eta  afii  Capua,  and  in  thefe  ihcrc  were  pretty  good  Gartilbns. 
The  Imperial  Troops  that  JiSfS  \}.iii  Field  were  about  nine  ihou- 
fand  Men.  and  they  retired  to  ..  vci)-  ftrong  retrenched  Cunp. 
under  the  little  -Town  of  Biintt;,  where  they  wtie  attacked  jjsJ 
-  forced  by  the  Count  d*  Mmemort  who  gaipcdt^^  qaft  i^ai 
Victory  recorded  in  the  NtapfUtan  Hilloiyv;jfQr.,iMiiich  he  vpt 
.  defervedly  rewarded  with  tlte  Title oif  Duke ^,fii>«nto-;.wl^ 
however  I  do  not  iindthat^  u&d>  but  wv-afteFvparda.  fi^ 
Duke  ^  J/nM/TWr.  -.,;!■  ,-. 

The  Infant  Don  Carlast  Duke  of  Parma  and :  P^mrai^  ai^ 
Hereditary  Grand  Prince  of  Tnfiany,.  becafse  Ki^itg  of  the  fifn 
Sicilies,  in  virtue  of  the  CdCon  made  to  hii9  of  his  Fal^s 
Rights;  which  Rights  however  he  had  renpiinceii  over  and 
over,  in  Favour  of  the  £mperor.  Having  ta  good  a  Titles  be 
Was  pleafcd  to  conftitute  the  D^ikc  de  AUnltmar  tix  Year  iiJ- 
Ibwing  Viceroy  of  Sidfyy  who  made  the  Conqucfi  qf  4Jiat  Illud 
in  as  fhort  a  Time  as  of  the  Kingdom  of  ^ii^vWiJf  indeed  it  could 
be  called  a  Conqudl,  where  the  People  lofe  in  every  Province  to 
^ivour  his  Expeditionr  is  havihgiicen  always  fwul  of  a  Spta^ 
'Government,,  in  the  fame  Proportion  that  they  hated  that  of  the 
Go'mans.  Upon  this  Don  Garies  wept  gverthithcr,  made  his 
puWick  Entry  into jM'^n*  with  all  tiie  Magnificence  imaginahl^ 
and  after  having  done  the  fajnc  at  PdiW-vMy  whore  he  was  crowa> 
ed,  he  returned  to  Naples. 

By  the  Rcvalution  in  thefe  two  Kingdoms,  and-by  dje  other 
Lofles  wJiicti  the  Emperor  had  fuAained  in  Jtafy,  where  he  hid 
.nothing  now  left  but  d^cCity  uf  Mantua,  the  Sallancc  wju  again 
■aJtered,.  and  the  Italian  Princes  had  then  .as  much  to  fiar  hooi 
the  Hu\i£i:  of  Beurl/cn,  as  they  apprehended  a  .very  f«w  Years 
before  from  the  Houfc  of  A^fttia.  But  Thingjs  did  not  long 
wear  tins  Face  France  was  refolved  to  get  out  of  the  War,  and 
■'.to  get  ibmctbing.  lur  solng.  iucs  it  j  Ibe  ct{nigiwni.(ed  Manns 
■*..-       ■      )  thtrJocc 
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to  be  cbnlei(t  with  'two  very  fin^  Difid^  iho'  -t}i^'Binii{>tf6r 
would  liave  pveA  him  Hwts^  Tim  DutchitfS;  -  6^  Pifrmd  tifd 
Plattntk  ileerejbdlbwed  upon  his'Impienal Maj^fl^^'^san  Eqm^ 
Valcnt  for  the  TwoSicilttSf  which  was  rath«r  a  worfe  £qUi« 
valcnt  than  ha^  been  given  the  Uoufe  of  Saz'cy  by-  the  Qua- 
druple Affiance. 

As  for  the  eventual,  Succeffion  to  Tufiimy^  it  \lra9  given  to 
the  Duke  of  Lirrain^  according  to  the  old  Plan.of  Frmicej 
which  many  Veais  before  had  offered  to  exchange  for  it  the 
Dvttthy  of  Miiart.  By  this  Treaty  of  Peace,  to  which  Don 
Carbs  was  obliged  to  accede  inl>ufmbir  1736,  the  Dominiohs 
of  theHoufe  iA  Bfurb^n  were  reduced  to  the  Kingdom  of  the 
TiJt»  SiciStSj  land  the  Fortrefies  on  the  Coaft  of  Tufcanf. 
'  All  the  World  knows  how  much  the  Court  of  Jiiadnd  Was 
clifpleifed  with  this  Diftributton  of  Things,  and  how  foon  the 
Queen  of  Spain  be^an  to  revive  her  Prctenfions  to  her  hcie- 
ffitary  Dominions  m  Favour  of  her  fecond  Son  the  Infalit  Don 
Philip.  It  was  to  pacify  her,  and  to  give  a  kind  of  Security, 
that  on  the  firft  proper  Occafion.  France  would  aHift  in  obtain* 
in^her  new  Demand)  hov^ever  uhjoft  and  uhreafonable  ;  that 
a  rrincefe  of  France  was  given  to  Don  i^hiiipy    which  the 

•  Cardinal  de  Fhery  hoped  would  have  quieted  Things  for  his 
Time,  as  in  allProbabili^  it  would,  if  the  fudden  Death  of 
the  Emoeror  darks  Vl*  had  not  .obliged  htm  to  abandon*  hi? 
pacific  Syftem*  I  niean  bythi^  that  it  put  anEnd.  tbsll  his 
Expedient^  and  forced  him  much  againft  his  Inclinations  upon 
a  new  War,-  for  which  he  Teemed  to  have  provided^  but  vras 
teally  in  hopes  that  feme  lucky  Event  would,  have  afforded  hiai 
the  Means  of  difengaging  himulf  from  the  Meafunes  he  entered 

•  into  for  the  Sake  ^  gratifying  the  Court  of  MedrH  or  rather 
the  A  mbftion  of  the  Q^&tn  of  ipain. 

The  Confequences  attending  thefe  Measures,  tpgdhef  with 
the  Progteis  of  the  laft  War  in  Itafyj  have  been  fo  often  and 
ib  fully  confidered  in  other  Parts  of  this  Work,  that  there  is 
no  Need  of  running  them  over  again  here^  and  therefore  it 
fiiall  fulBce  in  this  Chapter  to  take  Notice  of  the  EfFeSs  of 
this  War  with  f^efpeA  to  the  King  of  the  Two  SidSesj  as  in  the 
next  Chapter  we  fhall  £bew  the  Nature  and  Value  of  that  Efa^ 
blilhment,  which  by  the  definitive  Treaty  cf  peace  Was  ftipii^ 
feted  in  Favour  of  the  Royal  Infant  pon  PhlSp,  in  whole  Cauie 
perhaps  morc'Meri  have  bled,  thea there  ate  living  Souk  in  tfiofe 
Territories  which  have  beoi  at  bft  given  up  to  faim^    iThdk 
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coricifc,  "but  at  the  fame  Time-  a  dear  Account  of  die  AdEra, 
Territories  nrf;^lihc  Hands  of-die:Houfe  of  Bntrb^n^  fo  as  pff^' 
fe(5tiy  to  corm^hend  not  only  the  Acceffions  fnafto  to  them  in 
the  two  laft  Wars,  but  alia  did  prefent  ProTpeifl  of  Things  iii' 
thw  Parttrf'^thelVorid,  and  the  Danger  the^e  is  that  even  in 
our  Times  die  prefent  definidTe  Diipdidon  of  Prcqpetty  may 
be  a^ih  yibjated,  upon  Pretences  as  idle  and;  trifling,  as  pivf 
Birth  to  tliatlVar  wiich  ended  but  the  other  i>if.  ". 

His'  M^fy  of  the  Turn  SidlUs  feemed  at  firft  dbpofiad  to 
embnace  a  IJeutrality,  but  when  it  was  iudgedn  that  ASun 
w^re  rip^  -ertough,  he  declared  himfdf»  at  ieaft  byhia  AAionsj 
a  Party.  This  Condu£):  of  hia,  however,  did  not  tuni^at  afl 
to  his  Advantage,  baton  the  contrary  irritated  thafc  Pewen. 
diat  had  Contributed  moft  to  his  EftaUUhment  in  Tb^  drev 
upon  his  Subjeds  ineacpreffible  Inconveniencies,  and  expofed 
both  his  Crown  and  his  Peribn  to  ver]^  great  Haauurds.  In  die 
Courfe  of  that  War,  he  had  the  Mordtoition  x6  fee  his  Txoclff 
defeated,  almofi  as  often  as  they  came  to  A^on,  to  have  his 
Coafts  infulted,  his  Ports  blocked  up,  and  even  his  Capital 
menaced  by  Britijh  Squadrons*  His  Subjecb  alfo  give  frequent 
and  open  Teftimonies  of  Difa(Fe6lion  to  his  Gorernment^ 
which  obliged  him  to  take  many  difagrecable  Precaudons, 
which  fcrved  only  to  increafe  the  Malady  they  were  meant  :o 
remove.  The  Aujlrian  Forces  ravaged  a  Part  of  his  Dominions; 
he  v^ras  obliged  to  put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  an  Army  dedined 
to  repel  thcle  Invaders  \  and  tho'  he  had  the  good  i*  ortune  to 
prevent  therr  penetrating  into  the  Heart  of  his  Territories 
which  would  probably  have  been  attended  with  a  total  Revo- 
lution, yet  this  could  not  be  accomplifhed.  without  feeling 
great  Inconveniencies^  and  expofing  his  Perfon  in  a  Manner  that 
could  not  feil  of  giving  him  much  Chagrin.  After  all  this 
-inftead  of  reaping  either  Conque^b  or  Laurels  from  thefe  Dan- 
gers in  the  Field,  he  was  again  conftrained  to  have  Recourfc 
to  a  Neutrality,  which  was  procured  for  him  chiefly  by  the  Nc- 
ceffity  that  the  Powers  in  War  were  under  of  temporizing 
with'thc  Father  of  his  Conibrt,  in  which  Situation,  as  litdc 
pleafing  as  it  was  honourable,  he  faw  the  repeated  Defeats  of 

'  his  AlTics,  and  in  the  Midft  of  Troubles  and  Anxieties,  fpun 
out  the  Remainder  of  the  War^firom  which  after  all  that  he  had 
fuficred,   he  dki  not  acquire  either  the  leaft  Honour  or  Ad- 

■  vantage.  ^ ; 

The  Kingdoms  of  which  th?s  Prince  Is  in  Pcileflion,  are  in 
themfclves  as  rich,  as  fruitful,  and  as  happily  lituatcd  as  even 
tbe  moft  ambiuous  Monarch<<:ouId  dcfif c.    They  aboujid  not 
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only  with  all  the  Neceflaries  of  Life,  but  with  a  Variety  of 
ufrful  ConunoditieS  that  mia;hc  fcrve  to  entertain,  an.  cxtenfive 
Commerce,  for  which  both  Kingdoms  were  fonserly  famous, 
and  for  the  carrying  on  of  which  they  aj-e  fiiiniihed  with  ca- 
pacious and  convenient  Ports.  His  Subjects  arc  n[«ncroui,and 
xinder  a  better  Government  might  be  rendered ,  i^jdultrious. 
But  the  Prerogntives  of  the  Crown  are  of  fuch  a  iNaiure,  the 
Authority  of  the  Nobility  over  their  Vailals  ib  exorbitant,  and 
above  all  the  Power  and  Proporty  of  the  Clergy  fw  cxceflivc, 
that  thi;re  arc  hardly  any  Coimtties  upon  the  Face  of  the 
Globe,  where  the  Bulk  of  the  P^-ople  are  more  diflbluce  in 
in  their  Moralsj  or  more  wretched  in  their  Circumftances, 
which  is  the  troe  Reafon  that  in  the  Midft  of  fo  many  natu- 
lal  Advantages,  &ie  Crown  of  the  Twa  Skiliti  is  regaf^eii  in  a. 
Light  fo  littltrf.vfrourablc  to  it,  by  jnoft  of  our  Politician,  ani. 
their  Opinion  fjom  Time  to  Time  confirmed  by  thjit  loi* 
puntty  with  vrfiich  both  its  Commierce,  and  iu  Coafts  ajc  iii- 
,  fultcd  by  the  African  PrivaEcws. 

Yet  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  fince  this  Counuy  has 
been  reftored  to  the  Poflcffion  in  fome  Meafiirc  of  an  inde- 
pendent Government,  and  that  Providence  has  been  pleafcd  to 
blefs  his  Sidtian  Majefty  with  Male  liTue,  there  might  be  pro- 
bable Grounds  to  hope,  that  in  Time,  and  by  Degrees,  many 
Inconveiiienctes  mig^t  he  removed,  the  real  Power  of  th.e 
Crown  increzftd  by  a  wife  Circumfcription  of  Rights  rather 
tcrTift'inff  tlun  ufcful,  by  a  (irii5t  Exccmion  of  Juliicv,  and 
by  (»)ligiligaI['K2tdu  of  People  to4ubmtt  to  fiiG&^JUaT^'aeane 
for  the  comMon  iBcriefib  Bilt  then  this  is  not  t«>  bt)  oxpe^Ml 
tin.  diO  Ad|l^i¥ti(Vf^bit' It  ddtvftot) -ftom  aU  CaMb  but:  tbofe 
fbrSu  oVi^i'Sal^.'andWetftri^dMt  itiedcd&vofcvth^gpo^ 
doTition-itf  ■ari^'lJitertftv'ltut'tlMw  W  .thrCrowwmf^ili^  Tm 
SUiEet^  ui^'  i^Sidje^  ''  Theft- '*c^l^o£E»  that  mv^ M- 

from  a'  due  C^  6P«riii^,  tewcwifidosUe  Akir4ntitp»' would 
arife  ^3'thl^'Cd^rmieS'WtttnWtt^udia'thea:Gol^^ 
:t»  Aa^"'irf  i*n6«l;-'    ■'■-'■•    ■«//    rr    ■-■.■,■,•;    .:■    ,.-ri_,  ,,.  ,.„, 

~  But  while'DciuM'aftftHI-rei^BlNjKgi'  m  ^ttef^r^^u  ecm- 
Tional  Settlisoieiir,'  iS'tS  the 'fuctiiv Fate  of  diefe ^Ktagiipms, 

i' while  the  Cburiblb  bf-'tfie  CbtaV^^iNapla  ixctX'^ti&Ua  fitft 
Impreiriblli'frMti  tHfl  of  J^iaTf'AA'wtuh:  the  Aiiibiti4h-«f  mk- 
'I'ligfritb  'A'cqtnfitTorn  is  the 'nrilnf  Paffion  in  BieaAs  'il4>tte 
the  Study  of  .their  Peof^s  Hwpinels  fhould  alone  tak«  {We* 
there  is  fittte  R^ilbn  to  v^oi^dutitChiKi^'tii^apft^endjr 

'  bcaeficia^ '»'((«- (fa  K!iHJ  feftrVictroy,  has  mot  bith^o 
--*'f'3-  ■*-■'-■"-■■■--■-"":■■  '■■■■■    fcfea 


casped  tfkiie  the  Momttth  iof  thft  Tto  flf<f&f  flmB  iKttimiki^ 
anticnt  &ile!indoir  of  tMt  I>i«tet%^ftifd' itndke'tdto  Figom^ilHr* 
fome  of  hi»  Anceftors  ini  paft  ^Ages  hme'Ttottifim  Acmalb' 

fttiflant  Prince  iipon  the  CorttMerit,  ftfMl  diegMfeftMsiidiiifr. 
^ower  tn  Itafyy  of  ^ich  hbl7mitoriet  iMiMeVcriM  ftiH  i» 
capable  as  ^vcTj  and  will  be  found  ib  -^eR'thciU  King  A4 
have  nothing  eMe  either  in  WtU  6r  in  Y^^^  biitftid«acadlai. 
oix^n  Auth<M4ty  by  cultivating  the  Arts  of  feaifeti^i|H»ifioBW^T 
ing  Induflry  and  Trade  amongft  his  Subje£b» 

."■:::'   'jHr    n  •    .'     :■   ! 

.  s  E  cT.  v!t\;:''r":V'  .-• 

•    r 

irf  fuccittgi  Account  ofiheprefent:  Bfi.4fliifinn/nU  ^ 
'  ?k'  Royal  Infant  Don  Philip  in  \xiAf^^mehu^ 
alfo  a  clear  and  coritife .  DeduSfilin  *  |f;;:;  Ae '"  Prp 
tenfiom  of  the  ^eai:  Dowager  ofS^fi^^.^^  kp 
Descendants^  as  Heirs  of  the  Hoyfit>  "cf-  .Farndb 
and  Medicis,  u^ith  ' other  Points  ^g^^  G»n 
fequcTice  t (wards  obtaining  a  clfiar]^(^^^§f  tie, 
frefent  Dijiributiony  and  real  Stidiof^tbe  \Bd^ 
lance  oj  Italy,  as  ivell  as  the  Mearik  fy  wbicb  k 
fnay  be  dl^urbcd,  .'..';", 


1  "."■■"■  ■ 


IT  has  been  already  obforved,  that  at  the.  TJiilc  die  Oui^ 
dniple  Alliance  was  fcHin'd,  the  late  Kin^  of  ^^^'it,  J^ir|| 
the  Fifth,  had  two  very  different  Pretenfions  to  oertain  Domi- 
nions m  Itafyy  neither  of  which  could  be  iaid  IQ  be  over-ive& 
founded.  As  King  of  Spaitt^  by  a  ftiixt  Right,  of  Ddccnt, 
and  the  Will  of  Charles  the  Second,  he  concei^jedl  lumt^  to 
have  an  indefeafible  Right  to  eH  the  Dominiona  in  the  PoP 
fciTion  of  that  Prince,  from  whjch  therefore  he  couliinoc  bar  hiior 
(elf  by  any  Renunciations.  His  other  Claim  was  iif  Rig}it  oJF 
his  Wifei  in  cafe  (he  or  her  liTue  became  Hcintathc  reici-* 
ing  Duke  of  Parma^  and  the  Grand  X>uke  of  Tyjcany,  On 
the  firft  of  thefe  Rights  he  iniifbed  before  his  Accd&on  to  the 
Quadruple  Alliance,  in  coafequence  of  which  he  a^ually  con? 
qucred  Sardinia^  and  attempted  tlic  Conqueft:  of. ':£icr^9.  not* 
^vithflanding  his  former  Renunciations.  Upon  hi#  Aficcffi09 
tQ  that  Treaty,  bis  Catholick  Alajcfty  once'  tfiooe;  xtnowccd 

tfaofc 
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thofe  Rights,  In  confiiieration  of  ilic  eventual  SucceiS«i  to  liw 
I>uK:hic8  ai  Parma,  Pincentiay  aiid  TtijiaTty-,  being  fecured  tq  , 
hie  Children  of  the^^ond  Mairuige^  which  was'^one  at  the 
Kcquefl^  of  the  Regem  of  France  by  the  Qiudruple  Alliance. 
All  thefe  Pretenfions  Were  aiilually  reaJifiJ  by  the  famous  _ 
Treaty  uf  5/wV/f,  when  it  feenictl  to  he  uiidciilooti  by  all  the 
xontraifting  Parties,  that  tht  Sutreffion  of  Don  Carks  \n  tbc- 
ManncT  picftTibed  by  that  Treaty,  fhoulJ  terminate  alt  Dit 
putcs,  luxleKtiuguiHt  all  Kighbi,  except  thofe  that  were  fettled 
therchj'. 

But  when  the  next  War  brofcc  out,  it  appeared  that  the 
Xing  cf  Spain  had  no  fuch  Meaning,  but  that  after  engaging 
4hc  Emperor  to  grant  the  Invcftjtiirc  of  the  Dominions  da im'd 
in  Right  of  hia  Wife,  he  was  refolved  to  keep  up  llill  his 
olher  CUim  agatnft  the  Emperor  himfcif  in  Reference  to  tl». 
Couutries  formerly  I  belonging  to  the  Kings  of  Spainy  or  the 
-Houfe  of  Aujb'ta-,  and  in  confcquence  of  this  Don  Car-lm  \n~ 
vaded  and  poircflta  himfelf  of  A^^.Vj  and  SiV//^.  Thtn  came 
A'e  TrtBly  OP  Vitnna,  by  which  ihofe  Kingdoms  were  left  to" 
that  Prince)  Pitrtka  and  PIiHsntia  given  up  to  his  Impa  iaJ 
Majefty,  sjid^  Tuftany  exchanged  for  Ltrrain.  But  notwjth- 
/landing  this  laK  Treaty,  upon  the  Demife  ot  the  Emperor 
Charln  VI.  hisK^atholicfc  Majrfty  rei'ivcd  his  old  Claims  to 
the  Dutchy  of  jl^ititt,  as  Heir  of  the  Houfe  of  Jufirin,  and 
to-  Parmn  an4  PlMthtia,  as  belonging  to  his  Qui^Ln  and  her 
ChilJren,  and  hence  arofe  the  I'reteniion  of  procuring  a  Set- 
tlement for  Don  PhiUpt  which  after  a  long  and  bloody  War, 
was  aC  length  ohlaincd  by  the  definitive  Treaty  of  Jix  hi  , 
iAaptlk,  which  lias  put  that  young  Prince  in  PoffdEon  qf 
fiinm,  Plac'-nfia,  and  Guajlalla,  upon  certain  Conditiona, 

In  order  to  imderfbnd  how  and  why  he  holds  thefe  Coun- 
iric,  as  well  as  the  Coafcqucncea  of  his  having  this  Efta- 
blilhmcnt  given  him  in  Italy,  it  is  ablblutcly  neccHary  to  give 
the  Reader  a  fuccin^t  Hiilory  of  the  Houfe  of  Farncft,  from 
which  he  is  fuppofcd  to  derive  his  Rjght ;  for  without  fome 
Knowledge  of  this,  and  of  the  Situation  of  the  Countries  he 
poUefles,  it  i»  abfolutely  impoflible  that  via  Jhouid  have  a 
diftindl  Conception  of  the  ptcfent  State  of  Things  in  Jialy,  or 
ftamc  any  tolerable  Opinion  of  the  new  Claims  that  are 
alieady  become!  the  Subjefl  of  Difcourfe,  will  in  all  Rrababi- 
Jity  fcrve  for  the  Foundation  of  new  Treaties,  and  it  is  not 
at  all  impoflible  may  fuoner  or  later  become  the  Caufes  of 
another  War.  But  thefe  Points  being  once  fettli.d,  this  Matter 
Avbich  is  at  Relent  lb  very  obfi:uic  and  pcrplcxcd>  will  ap> 


fame  f^^Uq^^  jU(%|i«^rlrf}^^  ■■!(  arife 

it  .urill  ;^  ^>vig  befoie  iledRirt^  namiuuMMi  itftfiifliB:? 

all  Quwtqfffc io  '--Ax  «:bi.a*.l  i  .  / uiX^iQ  iirri  V*  \c:r.;H 

veryconridmibkt/ICiflg4Mft/txi^.jAii!W:«i4  t|iaiiPiJl;iat.cMBtti? 
their  P^n^uM^JK  ftiU  &rt}i^ii««nv  ■  Qtifli-  fiAdiagi Aeir  li* 
beni^i^;  Dai^f  ahd  h^yti^  iu». Jiope  of^^RiMMftMri  finaiprikrt 

reig;iV.  cfiff|f<«ki:ii)ed  togetW : ;  f(tc  ibw  joUifer^IViftrnttite»  aiiA.i 

with-.th^  i^Q  View  put.  tbemftivet-  uildof  JdMliBAiiQftm 
tbej^Qpci  .among  which  Ciftiet .  wcte .,  JWii<t'lUML\>BlpwarAk 
When  .  the  .Holy  See  loft  ..h^.Power.jiid:iaQiiW:^Ml:i Aft: 
Popes,  d^felvp  were^foroe^Ao  ntimt/^^Af^p^fk^i^hnmnd: 
Phf^kiA^  wed  as  (>tber[P|rt»  of  thw:TmiM■^i|l'^iM 
long  Sucq^n  of  inifcrablf^^R^9^9hltiMi»*  fellMllQn'Uiiicrtliii: 
Race  of  Tyn^yn^Y  fometinMis^.iuiitn:  fUiother»  iill  ttitog^  -wbm^ 
moft  9f.  theTe  were  exdrpatqd»,  t^ieCi^  MtvilkcXMAmb^. 
longing,  ta  them,  v^ere  agfMli  ^mnexedf  tH  lfatoiBc9AQ^'<>(' 
the  ^ix4;eent^  Centviry,  to.tbi?p<Mninip|i»:fof  tht  ScfltdAtm^ 
and    w^re-  peaceably    po£fefled.    ari4  .jKhJQ[|«d:  far  -.X<t:ltLl 
Adrian  S'    and  C/!r;7yirr.VjU»  ja  a  Mvuier:  MrMfiilute  and: 
ijidependent  as  any  of  their  other  tcmpoial  £ft4(ca  inrhatrf cr* . 
noi  barely,  ivicbout  Mpleflatiopy  but  with  thejfuI}.fCiu>wledge 
and  ex^rdls  Confent  of  the  JB^mperpr  Ckir/r#.  VM..':X«i  us  mom^ 
fee  how .  th^y .  were  detached  fram..  the  Pppp'i9tT]ecnl9ric3« 

Authors  (aic.  divided,  as.  %qt  thie  Original  id^Mwik  oif  Ai^) 
nefe^  but  amongft  fcveral  Opiuipns^  there^.i^^nimo  more  pro* 
bable,  tl^.  that  they  wer<?-J>t>rU$.  of  Cq/i^it<ifym^  in  the 
little  Stpt^:Qf  Ca/frif.  AUnjfndfK  Farneff^  .H^pi^&mUf^kw 
having  inilax^tcd  himfelf  into  the  goo4  Graces  of  Pope^ibr* 
andtr  VI».^obtained  fromhifi^  whi|e  a  very,  yoi^  Man,  the 
legation  of  Ahcwm^  which  for  hinj  was  a  :gr»t[PrefemenL 
He  icll  in^Lgyc  there  with  a:£ta^dy  of  the  nobleiKaoiily 'of  ii^^fbt, 
which  brought  him  under  great  Difficultly; jfinile  if : he  mar- 
ried^ hisifopcs  were  at  anf;  iEnd»  and  on  th«iOttia'  Handy  he 
could  not  .be  happv  withou£^  the  Lady.  In  <m^.  tiQ  cxuiqie 
hinilelf^  he  tx>ok  a  Method  not  yery  uncommpn  iii.thofeTtiDes; 
that  is,  he  married^  «ind  kept  that  Marriage  a^Seotet;  By  this: 
La^y  he  Jiad  two  Sons,  Bctir  Liwis^  .  an<(,jiALvMM^y  and 
a  Daughter  ^ofc  ^^^'W2&Coi\fianc9^    JtfpftA-  ^is^etupito 
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Whatem  wcie  tfa^Tolbki;^^  ht^TK^Mtb^  tUt  AldHoif  Ukiwi^ 
that  ia.  his  mcMiadviiioed  Vtaiis^ifc  4Ubo¥ei^  <^iti^  trdjr. :- 
worthy  of  his  Dignity,  infomuchy  that  on  the  Do^  of  £itr«- 
m0nx  Vn.  ^hlsK %  Wasi'idiNMftdt'l»^  Age  of^my,  hewai 
dfBfied  hit'Suoctfibr,  anAto0k'WNafeae;<^  Pm/ ffi;  -   .^ 

He  govtriS€d-fifte«iii¥iars:JMfehi|  k6puittiM>  «md  ifil  ^ 
that  Space  having taficA'gktdt  OGtfe^dte  Affime^^dM  Chnid^  : 
br'  thought  jdfio  Dimiktittioiiof  Ms  Ghara^dr  <l6«dlElft  fbme  of 
hA  FaiiSy.^  rRii'iAHCeftcmt^Tlem^V^  ^oi^dMHe  Siuns  ^ 
to  the  ApoOdtidcChiUAbefv  Md  ^^«  in  Polteffibii^  bf  Ni^ 
and  Frrfcaii^rTke  bitter  -bdiig:  alb -the  very  OatttNif  iRinv^,, 
ami  afibidinga^^kn£htary'tt>^%afdbrUpts  and  ^nl^r  "fltgidoiis ', 
Paribns^  k^Jwai'v'n<^iACciA^^4Aieat49|>^^  Hbly-fie^th^  Pope^ 
therefore  pr0pdM  CO  ^\«  tql'thel^  to  extihgui^ 

aH  the-^btsrofae*  to  hlff^asitjs^i^  "^^^  die  CaAfinab  'W>idd 
confent  ,to  ;graiit  the  I>iti^hies  irf-^AkiMr  Wd  Pkeiniia  to  a 
cettain  Pd^^fib4hoiild  Mrie^'  Whb  ihonki  refide  iii-  one  of 
thofe:Citiii^'>and^hold  it  «lPa^>Fi#f«f-theChiirdif  whidiias-- 
iog  aiTented  td  in  aCdnfifioiyji^hi^Son  Pster  Lttins  hiA  the 
Invcfliturc  of  tho{^  .Ehitchies  oil  the  tithofjISv^  15459  to 
bold  to  hiitirand  h»r  Heirs  Mule  Air  ever,  and  was  inihiled^ 
on  the  I9thl^th«^«fle^Montl^''ih  the  C^  of 

PlacefOia^    by*  Cardiiud    Afis^/if^  GnWni    the; ' Ap^olidc ' 
I^e^tte.      It  -ma^  not-  be  ami(S'  to  ^faferv^  that  before  this 
)  oung  Prince  atuuted  thefe  I>iitthi^  his  Father  had  heftow* 
el  upon  him^o<($  cfCa/hr&'9JidCisHnmerim\  \rliieh lie  within 
the  U^odtfiMc^  States  as  we  hay«  altead v  iheim^'  in  ipesdc^ 
tpg  of  die  teihpokal.Dominionfl  ^eatiiexca  to  the'P(q)edom;. 
but  thefcy  as  they  Were  acquired^  fe^they  were  Idt  by  ITfuiT't 
ojieof  his  Siicc<jfibrs  borrowing  a-tilr|eSittn  of  Men^.froni 
the  ApoJblidk^€hamber,and  by  CooltMfOftg  Intereft  t^[x>n  intend 
the  Debt  Wa^  at  laft  raifed  (b  hij^h^  tluit  the  Chuitji  re-eo-  ' 
tcredfbr  Want  of  Payment,  and  atnuexed  thefe  Countries  oncd 
more  to  the  PafialDibmab^-   >->^;  ''-'^: 

1  his  Misfottune  befell  the  Hduib  of  f^fnufiy  i  under  the  ' 
Rdgn  of  Ramicd^  It  the  dmdt'  Defendant  oiPtttt  Ltwit 
bcforementionedw  -  He  was  a  wifi^  ahd  in  other  Rd(^»l9s,  i 
fortunate  Prtoct,  g<^eming  hfi-SiA)!^  with  ^!^ 
tion  and  Mildnelk    He  waa  thsvA  married,  fim  i6'AOi^gMr$i 
of  Sav9jy  if  whom  he  had-  h»  ChiUfen  s   Sfcih^,   to 


ter  to  •  dlM^^^Mbr'  PitMmiihyfitf^  m- 

5th  of Sy/^IMrttv'  foloiwiiit  4i6d,  tn^th*  LiiMtM(4fr4ib  fWi»> 
/hmrf^' fVi^toe  of  /^^feitf^^^maiyied  ^  hto^Bkidiu^  WUoiRp 
v4k>  bcduflie:ich«iby^  I>ikc^  Dtmifc  «" 

her  Father-in-hw, which  happened4h  i^gPh'^ndUMMW IM» 
bfou^fifi  hitft^thePs  DalU^itttr  «»^  hit  •«»£>  ^  /^  *    - 

^  Ff^mtfUt.  Dttktt  of  P«rMt !  and  'P£ttMrftfV*^MMni  ftiiM  « 
Ms'fltehei^  Teoipei^  artct  by  i»  wift  and  fviidcik' AdMniAfa^ 
dim  df  ^'hte'^  Aflaitis  kept  his  DominiMi  ill  «li^gra«t  Meafiit^, 
ikHM  fuifertflgas  the  reft  of /A?^  did,  during  tMe  k»fi#WariBl 
Acccmnt  of  the  S^/i]^  Stic^eAon ;  hut  ifictf  tMOiteK 
VHredki  *«nd  <he  Death  of  tHc''  Queen  ^Sf^rn^  'he  HftttMd  frtft' 
mat  Sati8^%on  to  the  FVopofid  of  a  Maiiiij^:  betmcft'' 
Fiilip  V.  and  his  Niece  and  adopted  Dau^fitf  «e  Frinccft' 
Bltzab^hyvAno  was  lookckl  u^  as  the  Hemfii  ^PtmmwA 
Tttfcany^  ^er  Great  Grand-mother  hdng  MkprrM'A'  MtAk^^ 
Daughter  to  Duke  Gfm  II.  and  this  notwhhlhmdiiig  fnMof 
Jntomo  Fanufe  was  living,  hecaufe  it  wtts  bdlttrtti^  fhatt  he- 
\ttA  an  invincible  Averfion'to  Marriage,  to  whidi,  if  tboe 
be  Truth  in  fome'\&/7/fiin  Cbnjedures,  this  Manner  of  difpo- 
iing  his  Niiece  might  contribute.  However  that  Matter  might 
he>  the  SiicceAon  was  looked  upon  as  a  Tiding  out  of  Difpiite 
at  leaft  on^  thdtSidei  (bf  it'was  known  that  t&  Pope  intend- 
ed to  queftion'  it^  and  th&t  it'  vms  not  very  aigreeaMe  to  tfaa 
Emjpcron  ■  '    '•••'  '  • 

Butupon'ihcDcmIfeof#yvf»rff  Duke  of  Ararmr  in  1727, 
alid  the  Actefiion  of  PHncej^i«^Mf#,  Things  chanj^  thri 
pearahCe^  'The  new  D^l^  t^as  no  fooner  poflefled  of  thai 
Dignity^-  ^n -he  dectafed  'hts  Diflike  of  KiarriAgc  arofe  fronr 
the  Narrowne&  of  his-.Cift:iinWbnces^  whitohe  was;a  voaim^ 
Broths,  but  that  now  hd-^mis  afover^igA  Prirf^  ana  then 
Heir  Male  of  his  Family^  1)e  iiidged  it  ineumbefit  upon  him 
t©  pfeveht'^tHeExtinftien^rf  theHOufe  of  Kmutjk  He  mar- 
ricd  acdordinriy  Henrimaiie  Bfie^  Daughter  «&  the  Duke  of 
IfM^na^  but  had  nG.rwithftafHiih|  th^  Misfortiin6  to  diewith« 
out  Ifliie,  Jitmarj  20y  i7"3r,  fto*  iipon  his 'Detoifc  it  wa4 
given  out,  that  the  Dutche&  His  ReUd  Wsis  with  Child ;  but 
this  bcmg  quickly  found  to  .1*  without  ah)^  Foundation,  Ae 
Royal  IniiHit'  ]^}w  C^r^i>*  eiddiSon  to  bis  Ctfhblick  Majel^ 

'  *  by 
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jtm«4  Into  the/qtti|sl^foflcffiQiii,A  It^^^J^iPtdk^^Qtom 

jther  Prince  £dw0tdk  Modief  to '  tbciKQipMi  tjomefffif^^tma' 

and  Grandmotber  to  the  Royal  {nfiMM  QBtrhf-miPAfiiff  -^^ 
of  the  Carding  €f  &0r^  dk4  9l^|he  Qq&  j^f  t^  U(  . 
War,  in  a  very  advanopd.  Age.  >fta  for  ifae  YO¥tmx<^i)ow9rr 
ger.  Widow  of  Jmwo^  Farn^u  th^.J<|ft  pukc:  9f  ^.n^rrTiifis  ibe 
married  in    i^^Oy  $nnc^p»pM*  <t.  HijB^^ 
vbom  (be  reftdcs  at  iViff/n^ii*   ;  -  •    •     .•*  ,     !.l-•i-^'^J^    r. 
As  to  the  Extent,  Situaticm  and  yaW.!Q£:ih4  ^latiiciL' 
which  form  theSetdement  of  the  tafimcDon  PkHift^  :^  .fW  ti> 
cofifider  the  foUowLng  .Particu|ai$,  ^  Xhe  Puffibiqs  .4>f)  JKVfami^ 
and  Placentia  f^rm  together  a  very  oopiideiabla  Sovenjgo^.  ;^iA 
Length,  from  Weft  toEaft  they  jare  about  iixtyiEiyf^.M«k% 
and  their  Breadth  from  South  to  North  is  about- ler^.  Qa  tUm 
Weft  they  are  bounded  by  the  Dominions  of  .|he,(JEJ)[ia{ire& 
Queen  and  the  King  of  Sardinia.  3  cai  the  Souths  by  i^etT^exriXOi:. 
rjes  of  the  Rcpublick  of  Gem^^  ootthe£aft  by  thcl>ittchittB  of 
AI^Ha9U3i4  Reggif )  and  on.  the  North  they  are  divided  by.  ihip 
River  Po  from  the  Dutchies  of  Mat^ua  ana  ASkn.    As  to  tbi 
Climate  it  19  without  Exception^ .  being  equally  betftby  2Wid  fl^ 
(ant  \  and  with  this  the  Soil  likewjfe  oorcefpoinds, :  which  is  woai» 
dcrfully  fruitfril  |  the  Vallies  abound  witb  all  iCind»  of  JF/i^ 
with  rich  Pafturds  and  excellent. Vinjtyards^  an4-:in  die-Moun- 
tains they  have  both  Co{q)er  and  Silv^  jMiocsi  dM^  Ji>l^ahiftimy 
have  prodigious  Herds  of  bkck.  Catde^  and  4d(o,)>iHmi€S'oi|| 
JFlpcks  of  Sheep  ^  the  firft  enabk  them  to  make  tbe  l^A  Qheeft 
i^Italyy  and,  in  the  Opinion  of  maoy,  . in  fura/fs^% y9fid  the 
Utter  furniflli  them  with  vaft  Quantitiea  of  very  fine.-  W<^ 
The  Cities  of  Parpifi  and  Pik^^^]Mre:tbeQSily,Pl9<^'..<^ 
Confequence  in  the  Royal  In&o^^QMUiiioni  $  the  fwifin  isan 
old  irregular  Phce^and  not  ye^y  laq^  loeanly;  fbrtified»  but 
.oonunanded  by  ^^  C^flle  of  foo|e :  Sfreng^  1  the  Ja^or  is  larger, 
betjcei- iituated^  more  bei^tifu)^  ^M^  64)^  of  Pe^^  within  a 
yeiy  fmall  Diftanqpof  theP«,r  ii^rlHchiisapeat  C^ciuaiHx.' 
.    whilethcjfe  Cwi^tries  were;bd4'£'om  the  See  of  i2^m,  tba 
JDuli^ei  of  Piur2»^.pai4: »  aaoyial  Acknowledgment  of  ;ten  thour 
^dDucats.;  at  pre&nt they  g)«  confideredas  Fi^of  theEfflH 
pire>  and  their  PoiQeiibf  appliiea ;  t»  .and  reoeivei^  bis .  Inveftitum 
from  his  Imperial  Mi^efty  in  the  (abe  Maimer  with  other 
.Princes.  The  Revenues  have  been  fiorniedy  computed  at  fix  hun* 
idred  thou£md  Crownsf  but  it  may  be  queftioned*  whether  in 
dicir  prefeiit  Situation  tb^  People  can  X9W  above  two  Thirds  of 
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'  that  ^mSt,  .MtlnrYem  of  Peace,  under  i  geotI(^Adj|uniAn< 
tkui,  vfouii  quickly  rdiore  them  to  dinr  tonna*  Conditiaiv. 
his  fumdedtbat  theCc  Dutchies,-  m»j  miwiUiio  s  regulir. 
Fdrce  oPiibdut^luc  thouland  Men,  vntmai  anf.  ■pax,  Detri', 
ment  eixher  to  Fnnce  or  People. 

A»  to  the  additiona)  Dutchy  of  GmfiaSoy  -we ,  have  aikaij 
fliewn  ,liow  it  cane  into  the  Hajids  of  the£inperQr  by  tie 
DcAtk  ci,-  the  laft  Duke  of  the  Houfe  of  Gmzagua.  Jt  is  ill; 
Trudi  no^ng  more  dun .  a  Diftrid  of  theDut^h/  of  A£r^, 
/wo,  urtfieh  Witt  given- ^a.'P'oviiion  for  a  younger  Boocli. 
of  the  4ucal  rloi^  aifd  If  confequently  a  Tning  of  no  peat 
Iinpoitance.  It  is,  u  ml  obfirv^  before,  fe^iantcd ' from  tbi 
reil  of  the  Royal  Infudfapoioinions  by  %.  Part  bt  the  Duke. 
fif  A-e'Semi'B  Country,  liucnptwithflandiiigthi^  the  Communis 
cation  by  the  Pt  is  ilwayi  open,  GuafiaSti  Is  a  very  nof 
vd  flouiifliing  Ptacc,  aina  .the  Country  aboti^  j^  ^di  bvitK 
ful  and  pica£int ;  the  lUycntte  is  cQm{)ttted  'at  fifty  or  fikly^ 
Thoufand  Crowns.  Thdc  are  all  the  Countries  that  die 
Royal  ^fant  pofTefies  in  Itaif';  and  tho'  in  themfelves  they. 
Ipay  be  iufih'  ivckoncd  very  confidcrable,  yet  when  we  rcAea 
«n  the  Koyai  Binh,  the  h^h  Pretenfions,  and  tlliiftrioua  Mat* 
riagc  of  his  Royal  Highnd^j  one  cannot  help  admiring  at  the 
itnnge  Profuiion  of  Men  and  Money  with  which  this  incon* 
fiderable  Settlement  was  purchafcd. 

This  appears  tiill  ffranger,  when  we  remember  that  a]]  diele 
TcnitoiiLG  arc  inland  Places  ^  nay,  that  there  is  not  fo  much 
as  a  fmgle  navigable  River  in  the  Dominions  of  this  Prince^ 
the  fo  excepted*  and  that  only  wa(he&  thcdi.  From  hence 
one  nay  be  eafily  tempted  to  fufpcd,  thai  when  this  Efia- 
Uifhment  wis  acoepted  for  the  Royal  Inlant,  it  mufl  have 
been  unde^  fome  ExpefUtion'  of  freeing  it  from  thofe  Rcftiic- 
tioits  with  whicl>  the  CefTiona  contained  in  die  definidve 
TKaty  vf  ^ix  la  Cbaptlft  were  made  i  enlarging  it  ciths  bv 
Puichafc  or  otherwife,  and  thereby  opening  a  more  direa 
Correfpondence  with^w,  than  it  is  pofiible  to  cany  on  aX 
prefent  through  the  Tcrritorits  of  the  State  of  Gtaaa  j  thrf 
fer  the  facilitating  this,  it.  is  ikid,  that  a  great  Road  is  tmkr 
ing  through  the  Mountains  from  the  Dutchy  of  Panaa  &• 
lecily  to  Stfiyi  Ji  Potitntif  which  may  be  a  good  temporaiy 
Expedient,  till  fomethii^g  bettc  can  be  contrived,  or  till  fbmc 
-lutiky  PppOTtunilv  makes  Way  for  its  being  carried  into  Exe- 
cution. It  ig  indeed  tnie^  that  Joining  at  it,  docs  to  thg  Ter- 
ritories of  Medina  on  one  Side,  and  to  thofe  of  the  RcpuUick 
'bfifofementioned  on  Ac  other,  the  Royal  In£uit  might  oJilf 

receive 
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■•ceir^  in  teft  of  Need,  whatever  Affiftaqce  thefe  Neighbonre 
<rf  fii  -wbufij  be'&icl^ed  to  give;  biit  then  aU  chcir  "Force 
talien  together,  woulclbe  infufficient'to  coverfo  open  aCoun- 
trt^  Bgainft  the  Troops  of  the  Houfe  of  Aujhia,  if  upon  any 
QcCwion  a  Euptore  (hould  happen  hereafter. 

^Wehave  thus  given  a  general  Sketch  of  the  Situaticn  that 
tKj  Prince  b  in,  and  many  of  our  Readers  may  poiBbly  look 
upon  diuas  fufficient.  But  Time  will  quicfcly  convince 
mem  cS  thii  contrary,  and  that  nothing  dcferves  to  be  more 
"•■tafely  Weighed,  than  what  may  be  expefted  from'theFet- 
i6ratation  that  ever  fmce  the  Peace  has  been,  from  its  EfFefls, 
^parent  enough  in  Italy ;  and  to  lay  the  Truth,  moft  of  the- 
Troubles  that  have  riifturbed  Etmpf  fmce  the  Conclufion  of 
lh«'  Trea^f  of  Vtretht,  have  been  hatdied  in  that  Quarter. 
Should  we  incline  to  penetrate  the  Reafon  of  this,  it  would 
not  be  found  difficult  lo  fuid,  and  which  is  flill  mare  to  our 
Forpofe,  it  would  appear  to  fubfifi  and  a&  as  flrongly  now 
as  ever  ;  neither  ought  this  to  furptize  us,  if  we  rdlefl  on 
Ae  great  Events  than^ave  happened  in  our  own  Time,  where 
Oic  next  News  from  this  Part  of  the  WorM,  upon  the  mak- 
uig  and  execqding'a  Petce,  haa'j£aSij  b^new  Oii^  .new 
Mcgotiattons^'  and  (to  s -flwrt  Splioe'  «f  Tim^  aew/'Praan^ 
tionj  for  the  Conobeocaiiesit  ^  a  'fit4  ^t-  It  tii?)'  ume? 
fore  be  very  ex[^Ait  to  iqafce'tf  Trial,  whobei' It 'mi^' n^ 
be  poffible  to  difcover  fbmetfmw  tif  tfiefe  Matten  hdoie  ^mrf 
in  conveyed  toiisin  fweign Qazettea; 

FirA  wiiji  reftKft  to  fba.  Reftriaioht  by  «rhldi  die  (Cdyd 
^ant  Don  PtSi^  is,  or  may  V  thoo^t  cnnipetf  Ih.hit  Poi^ 
ftffions.  We.kiMwthat  at  ^HaGkipOtt  the^e«i(f&  Pleni^ 
pbtehtiary  ex[^reflU  'vet;  dearlt-  tt^  Diffike  Of  dn  Court  of 
Madrii^  t6  (hole  Re&rvationi,  %  ^icb  a  RerafloniA^'Right 
was  fecured'tt)  (he  two  Crownt^"W'''WfaIdt  a^Gdfen  m 
made  of  thiV  Satlcment  for  DwPml^v  ^  ao"'itns  Dlf- 
fici4ty  was'  Am -got  over,  yd^  tteHtts  b6  Sfruimt  to  the 
Biterpofitibh  V''t^"<^"^ni^g^t-<IVcrj  nsr  li'tt  ifi  rHetinfin- 
-itet  with  thtf-Lighfi  of  Reafon  ^rSittfeiieHOe  to  tJdlev^  thik 
^  was  gott)\^%  theStiggdUim^'m^  Ao*  an- aMlJliitfe Po^ 
ftffijn  conld '  hot  bi;  ^in^  al  th^t  7iine»  yet  it  ini^t '  bb 
procuTRl  b^'a  fttbfetncnt  NegcAi^fitti.  Of  eus  «w4ttv«  h^ 
lotany  broM'.Hiitts'unce,  aiKr  ^therdbre  we  nuy'tai^  it  for 
vranted^  that'  uhle6  fonte  unfor^CMi  Change  Jnbuld  '  liaA^i 
m  the  Syfldm  trf  .certain  Couits;'tMt  Point  will  ceRaiafy  te 
purfued    till  it'is. 'accoiiipliflied  ftfaoe  Wi^or  otbeti' 


But  tfiis  ft  tiM  »%  there  has  been  a  Proteftition  in  Pom 
upon  a  bte  Occafinnj  as  wcH  as  upon  others,  in  favour  nf 
the  See  c^  Rome,  ifam  whence,  as  the  Ori^nal  Right  of  (fie 
Houft  of  Fsrnffc  was  derived,  it  is  not  cafy  to  fee  how  3> 
Claim  to  thefe  Dutchics  has  been  vacated.  On  the  CFlhrf 
■  Hanil,  fuch  is  the  Spirit  of  a  certain  Court,  that  we  ftavcno 
|;reat  Caufc  to  fuppofe  ftie  will  fuffer  tfide  Pmenfions  lo 
fulifift,  for  fear  that  fbme  time  of  other  an  Oj^omintty  fcodd 
cFcr  for  cnforcini*  them.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  there  is  t» 
Profpei5l  of  any  fuch  Thing  at  preftnt,  but  tlic  Po!id'"t3  cf  (fie 
Conn  of  ^Sjmf  are  defcrvediy  femoiiE,  and  the  wry  Care  tMt 
ific  Popes  hive  taken  to  keep  up  this  Ctatm  upon  tvety  Ota- 
fion,  flifticienfly  incticatei  that  they  would  not  fnifcr  an  OppfT* 
nmity  to  flip,  in  cafe  any  fuch  Oppoitunity  fhonid  offer.  Ttie 
Dcfire  therefore  of  emancipating  this  desr-hought  Smle- 
mcnt  even  (rom  this  dormant  Preienfion,  is  a  Point  that  will 
hardly  efcapc  the  Eye  of  a  Coutt,  that  has  fcwen  ever  funota 
for  Jcaloiiry,  in  a  Degree  not  at  a!!  inferior  to  its  Aaibition. 

we  we  yet  farther  to  confider,  that**  was  purely  to  btctJ 
this  Claim  of  the  Sec  of  KmnCy  that  Parma  was  acknowledged 
to  be  a  Fief  of  die  Riman  Empire.  Duke  FrOncri,  Uncle  t» 
the  Qiiccn  Dowager  of  Spain,  when  the  EirtpcPor  levied  C^ff 
trihutions  from  his  Dominions,  upon  Pretence  of  their  being 
Fiefs,  exclaimed  againft  it  as  an  Acl  of  Violence  and  Iniuftict, 
the  Pope  aJfo  protcfted  a^inft  it  upon  the  fame  Hlotii-ts. 
Since  that  Time  his  Sdcceflbrs  hare  feen  Thfrfes' in  <jnite  « 
Afferent  Light,  or  raihethaw  been  under  af^Tmeffity  ^ad- 
'Slitting  what  AdrPredecefibr  fo  wanilfy  di1jMt<^.  As  Thinp 
iiowftand,  thete  can  be  no  Dilute  thait  HotiiM;^  Is  dtte  tft  tfte 
£mpcrar,  and  that  his  InfcfHtuTe  is  nctellkty'&''Ae  Poffiffir 
'cf  thefe  as  of  other  Fiefir:  Blrt  poffiMy^tKerfe-'taiy  ctooie  V 
Time  when  this  may  be  accounted  eithn-  a'Griewmcc,  or  at 
leaftan  Inconvenience,  unlcfe- in  the  enfiiih*  GongfeAatOf- 
meuff,  or  where-ever  dfeiflhril  be  held,  ibmi! -Method  can  tc 
■tbund  to  fettle  it  to  the  oAittial  Satisfeaion  of  ril  ftrtra; 
and  tho*  this  may  be -aTtinfe  fe-enongh-ftofti  beitip  impof- 
fiblc,  yet  one  may  \Titttire  wWimit  fearing  to  Gn  againftTrutft, 
tohazardaSiifpicioii  Aat)twi]IiH)tbe:#ith«(it  iR-Difitnthit!s< 
In  the  mat  Place,  Ae  AtigtnrtiWtioDri  of  this  SefrfenWiit 
■which  may  be  endeavoured,  d(*rve  ouf  jiarrieiilar  Notice.  We 
have  very  good  Reafon  to  apprehend  Jrt  feiftithaf  after  fuch 
■Tiolent  and  repeated  Strug^es,  fo  Ion*  and"  bloody  a  War, 
and  fince  ■tfie  Gonchifion  oT'the  Peace,  fiidi  i  't'rain  of  freret 
iml  Aleut  Negotiations,  -  fome  EnlargEinent  of  the  R^-a1  Fn- 
'   "  fjut's 


[  447  ] 

.   .Jiuit^s  TeqitorEes  is  a  Point  iljjl  at  Heart  with  tliorcwhopro- 

I  ..Cut^  his  Seqkment,  and  wbo  in  going,  fu  ^  to  obtain  that, 

I    Juwcva  upqillal  to  the  Cod  vriuk   whkh  it  V3S  obtained, 

;  ,,pivt  an  £ani(n  to  the  World  tliat  they  meant  ta  go  fuitlKr, 

-tiuinot  to  dcCft  from  their  Enterprize,  till  attended  with  a 

'    ,Succe&  WQMnionabJc  to  their  Cbaradlers  who  have  embarked 

-..in  it.    Lee  fUS  tlion  coididur,  whether  from  the  Lights  ^^ord- 

-.•d  MS  by  tbcle  hiftoiical  Mcmoirsj,  and  the  Hints  that  have 

.jbeen  givenjiv-Bi  to  the  Tendency  of  thofcfeac-t  Ncgotiatiom 

.jlKfoFcmenlioaedT  we  may  not  he  iiblc  to  fprin  Tome  Gudii  as 

3ia,the.Natui*of  tliet  AugmeiitationE,  and  the  Methqds  whi(;h 

.  fMf  hp  po^bly;  pradifcd  In  order  to  compals  them .'  It  is  very 

,  wUiiely  tlu».we  fliouU  be  able  to  go  to  the  Bottom  of  tlus 

..Matb^,  or  Q^  point  out  exa£Uy,  a^d  in  their  pr<^jer  Order, 

the  very  ^tepc  Jbat  will  he  takui  in  this  Bufmcfe  :   But  tho' 

.iwelhouldnip.do  this,  yet  we  need  not  defpair  of  giving  the 

, Header.  IbgiCi^tistai^iion,  fince  in   pointinE  out  moft  of  the 

Koads  t^l;  ye  I  poflUiJ:^  .ya  '.cap  JmqUv  ouis  .th(Mq  Cli«t  the 

^.a^ive  Polj^rjanfc  wiU  tlunlci.pci^icaiuet  md.jfiaii  mxf  not 

.  be  atchicved  in  oar  Times,  il  is  very  WtjAjjnxV  oipcupy  ^ 

rAttendon  of  ^o&ciity  ;  at  lesJi  we  hate  gaSt  ^x^axe  on 

.the  Side  of  this  Conjetturc. ^ 

The  Royal  Infiuit's  Setdemcnt  was  banDy  fixed,  Ixfoie  it 
"ms  observed  chat  fome  Alterations,  Ceffioic^  and  Exchanges 
would  be  nccdiaT)',  in  order  to  accommodate  Things  between 
that  young  Fiincc  andJusNeigbboura.  ,  We  have  touched 
iqran  this  Sutje^  before,  aai  Oxewii  that  a  Part  of  the  Dulte 
.of  Met&iut'a  potuaiom.yfovM  ht  exceedit^ly  coounodious, 
and  that  it  might  n^t  be  ijspip^ica^e.to  affigti  hit  .Sereoe 
-Highnels  an  Eqwvaiwit  wirii  wbich,  he  might  he  vrdl  cop- 
-'teiucd.  Something  of  fbc  Ukv  Sort  might.  M  .expedient  alfb' 
with  idfd^  to  the  EoqiFds  Queen,  tbcEc  being  a  fina]}  .Par-< 
tion  of  the  Dutclgr  o£  Gho^ww  that  cannot  we]!  be  fepstated 
from  her  hereditary  Couatrievifp4  .if-ccnain^  <^  miKh  too . 
little  ConleqHcnc? :  to  be  worth  .^/^wttns  about^ihde  takiog 
them  altogethei,  though  thcf  ^fatjrhe  .convenient  and  evoi 
Bcce^uy  ThtngSr  ■ai»  c^  no  ^B^  J^nportanc^  and  there  is 
nothing  very  unlil(elyin  fiippc^u^^th^  pa  the  Sake  of  nts- 
tualE^eaodSecwi^,  iHchMatterama;  oe^&ttlediaa  Cos* 
pefs  to  tbeSati«b£hoa  ofalll'aftica^  .       _ 

-    But  there  has  been  an  Augmentation  meotioned-  oF  quite  aa* 
'  ether  Nature,  and  ^haC  is  tlvIHand  Iff' Ok^»»  which  was  for 
fbme  time  looked  iqxu  as  the  Fi^pn  of.Gazetto-Wntera  ;  .but 
.  at  jft^aa  it  fceati  .t»  VW  uiot)]^  A^^  i-  and  from  AbuO' 


Jinct  of  C'lrcuinltances  wc  majga&o-,  itiM-itAmat^taft- 

.  ther  lb  improbable  as  atfiift  itmi^t  be  thwig^  i  The  AM 

are  in  PofldCon  of  that  liland  -,  the  GtrureJ/^tmr^ita^io  UMdrJi 

aCommiflaiy  there;  dieMalecoatcnts  fcODAr£fe^atBinimrf4k 

thdr  Rdblution,  never  taJubmit  igaiit  to  ^iHKlki^flfe  Adi 

<M  Yoke. ":  On  the  otfeor  Hand,  oiJeed,  tbiift  IiwIWm«  Itegs- 

lation  fct^  between  tbc  RcpubJick  and  i\i;<^9;fiimh,  wtia  ifae 

'  Mediatiorr  of  Kk  Moft  Oiriftian  Miqefiy,  ^htic^em 

Dcliberaritoii  yet  il  ihis  I&ould  prove  'unRCcentdlle' 

Party,    or  if  Ohjeflioiis  Jh.jiild  bcmadc  to-itOpiWfc  ( 

"  admitting  of  a  T  reutj'  of  PurdiaJe,  in  ordffjto  i^  KepuUldn 

-pBitingiM^'^.Sovaeigaiy^rni^  b«  tbtBn^>t_ayBMa-Eylll 

entj^orit^n'^it'cQuISncvsr  liw«  bccaiBU«dDC«d.m«h»M' 

cefrtiftiialifeWiiy:     In  that^tHife,  ho.wBV«r^;((Mne  fiutherStefi 

oiuftfetdkaiMfeieitcanbeconneacd  witJi  the  RoTll  IiAA 

pdoit  Seotemcnt^  butif  tIiisgrandPiirt:Wcisanc«ia«ie,dK 

will  nbc  be  abiblutfly  impr4<iti£3blc.     1  Ijere  is  «te«B  Tnd  4f 

Country  bftween  die  Dutchy  of  Pm-ma  and  the  &•»  tfatt  itorfl 

ifl  fiichadte  bez  vet>' Valuable  Acquifition;^nd -lUv^M 

doubr,  would  be  obtaijicd  by  Contrail  or  ExcliM^  landtlMi 

^e  RoyalIi>&nt  ^^d  acquiire  a  l^tfgi-,  ajid,  ififoA* m  tnd»- 

pendent  Setttctnoit,  and  i^  may  be  a  more  tpknMii  Title ;'  ytrti 

vc  have  feen  ftranec  Changes,  it  may  tM  periufs  be  X  <nimi- 

rica)  Cohjeflure,  tniu  after  aU  thde  Jun^cn*  and  PurcbiCiS 

the  whole  intght  be  thought  a  proper  £4{tit\'aknt  ft>r  >Mth* 

Territory  in   Jtafy,   of  wbidi  htfl  Brotbu  Doa,  Gmbf  gnce 

wore  the  Title  irf  heredltafy  Prince.  <  .'  '■' 

Before  *^  quit  this  Subjectt  it  razT  not  bo^mifr  jufl  to  biii^ 

tfiat  t^  fbnptr  Dukes'.  c^'Pa/W  shgught.tterfitfres  Tcrjr'41 

treatcdSy  the  Pope  in  Ac' Aflair  of  Caji^ ;  and  once  by  the  In- 

terpofition  of  theCrowt;^of  £umtt,  that  $AMta  was  brought 

(b  far,  that  upon  Payment  of  iie  Origitui'  Debt  and  Inteidl, 

the  Pope  engaged  himfelftoreflorethofc  Territories,  tho*  upona 

T«ndi(r  of.'the,Monc)i-^i(rtfcngi^edhltM3f>a^nn,  ancdgid; 

that  it  was  not  in  his  Power,,    {-h^ve  lMfix«y>b(ervcd,  that  ibii 

Matter  wascompromifed'by  Treaty  with  tiie  Houfc  of  jftijhitj 

when  tjic  Dutchies  of  Parmq.-a.ni  flaeritui  were  jn  the  V^V'' 

fiihi-ef^e'fateEinpcror  Chirttf  the  Sixt^j^.  hut  .now- they  arJLL'i 

ether  Hands,  that  Clnm  'may ^.  revive^,'  aofi  pccbaos  (nforc^ib 

when  CTther  Points  trfgnatej- Conrequenoe,  are  {ettlod-     T>N|I 

we  have  ^erraView  of  the.  feveraL  poftblc  ^;ftcn»  of  Aufc 

mcntatioAi  iiiidof  thcMc^octf  by.which  they  RiM&lwaoquircqi 

TimewiMfpeedilyfhewiis  ivh'idi  will  be  fiifi  brought  on  ibc 

Carpet ;  and  by  Dc^grees  there  \»  very  litilc  Doubt  tl  ji  wc  lluil 
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hex  of  all  the  refl^  for  oiie^ueficci^on  wiJI  ja^tstfP  anoUSer» 
aiid  Pietc32fio»|.ciMt  if  ini|jtt^^  {Uid^QW^^  a  litdc 

JDuke  to  mak^  "^AO-tppear  iif  g^Cbttfedu^^ 
iidereda8tfaeI>9Aiiidtof  aElngf;^  '     ^^T  ^sl 

nions  and  PMttifioAs  of  Ae  Hoixfeot  Bowrhin  in  /(ifVill  af- 
tfift  us  much  in^mmg  an  Icka  of  that  new  Sceisp~d[^cgotia* 
•  Cion  diat  is  at.  prefeiit  on  Foot,  ioi^  whidi  at  diis  JuflbSure  is  fo 
|;reat  a Myfterj,  tbat  verv  ficwfem to  kn6w  whafto  icnake  of 
It,  but  by  De^^ei  it  will  open,  and  ekpand.itfelf^  fi>as  tobe« 
come  very  percopable,  and  then'  we  fhall  be  no  longer  in  tbc 
Dark  as  to  our  Concern  in  it/  Tbe&liance  of  Jl^  will  alwaj^ 
l^euin  its  C6i jiefHdn  with  the  Bdlance  of  Power  m  Eunpe  i 
ibthat  it  18  avttinThihg  to  iiir^j^ine,  tl»t  it  can  be.eithcr  al- 
tered by  a  WaCy  or  fettled  bf  a  P&oe^  without  Phjiidice  to  the 
.Maritiine  Powers,  and  confequently  without  their  bein^  obliged 
Xo  trouble  themfelves  about  it.  It  a  true  indeed,  that  it  Is,  and 
^uft  be  the  inteteft  of  the  King  of  Sar£maj  more  efpecially 
IQ  keep  a  fteady.  Attention  to  that  Ballance  ^  and  if  th^  Treat)' 
of  tVtrms  .  'had  ton  effeduaUy  executed,  that,  alone  wouid 
have  been  a  fiffficient  Security  i  ne  muft  have  taken  Carp,  of  our 
Intciefts^  becade^  it  is  certain  he  will  never  defert  hia  owii« 
But  die  Caibiiniucfa  altered  now,  and  remains  ftlll  in  a  State  of 
Alteration,!  which  when  or  where  it  will  ftop,  ts  not.  in  the 
^Breaftof  Man  to-deielinine. 

:   .  Let  us  hfexr  proceed  to  the  Republicks  in  Itafy^  upon  die  State 
of  which  we  (hall  be  much  more  concifc ;  and,  that  what  we 
have  to  £iy  niay  be  with  the  more  Eafe  retained,  we  will  tako 
^  Ihcm  in  the  Order  of  Time,  in  which  they  wete  e^tf^ 



s  E  c  T.  vn. 

3ie  prefent  State  and  Political  Interejls  of  tbf 

RefuiUckofVEmcii:. 

OP  HE  Glory  of  the  Knetian  Stztc  is  at  prefisit  indead  xnudi 
Jl  Inferior  to  what  it  was,  when  without  Afliftanceihe  was 
a  Match  for  the  whole  Otimnan  Power  by.  Land  and  Sea,,  and 
loft  nothing  of  her  Courage,  and  but  very  little  of  her  Turito^ 
ries,  by  the  famous  League  of  Qe^rt^j  when  rather  out  of 
Envy  than  froih  my  better  Caulci  the  .grcateft  Powcn  in  Eu^ 
n^r  were  allied  agaiiifllicr. 
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But  tdo^  il  htttmj  dM  the  Republick  is  not  wfnt  (he  fad 
been,  thatberDominiom  are  iikluoed  within  nanower  Bounds 
lb  that  excqit  whftt  ihe^poflMeB  on.llie  TVr^  sF/nni  of  Itafyj  in 
Dalmatian  ind  a  few  inconfKkrahle  Iflands^  £he  has  nodiiw  kft 
of  thofe  QctjeilfiVo  Tenritories  diat  contributed  to  emicfhef 
Subjeds  biv  their  Tiade^  amf  gave  her  'fo  confiderable  a  Rank 
amonfi;ft  m^  Powess  of  Eura^s^ ;  yd;  fhe  is  flill  Miflrcb  of 
'enou^  notonly  tod^erve  Notice,  but  alio  to  berB^u:dfid»f 
one  o[  the  moft  coftfiderablePotentates  in  Itafy,  •  and  moft  iOik 
ftrious  j^epuUidte  in  Eup9pi. 

Itishi^ly  totbeHonoujc  of  this  Slate,  that  for  imwaids  od 
twelve  Centuries  ihe  has  preferved  her  Freoiomy  and  for  a  gneat^ 
Part  of  that  Time  has  lived  under  the  fiune  Goyemment^  widi- 
out  fuffieringany  of  thofe  dreadful  Revdutions  b^  whtc^  nmif 
of  her  powmiii  Nei^boiffs  have  been  ipoived  irf  Blood ;  and! 
Confu(ion*«  This  w  jvftlT  giveh  a  hi^  R^taticm  to  the- 
Wird<Hnofi)erSenatorB|  wJK>by  their  epeat;PDlK7  and  wonder* 
Ail  Staecy^,  have  been  aUe  dududi  fo  kmg  %  Track  cf-  Time^ 
to  guard  With  equld  Diligence  and  Succefi  agakift  foreign  Con-> 
federacics  and  domeftic  C6nrpiracieSy  many  of  which  they  hare 
defeated^  when  laid  with  the  det pdft  Cunnings  and  ibj^rted 
with  no  inconfiderable  Strength. 

Her  very  Xiofles  are  fo  far  from  reflie£Hng  Difirredit  on  the  Rfr> 
publkk,  that  on  .the  contrary,  they  do  her  the  sreatc^  Honour, 
in  the  Sentiments  of  thofe  who  are  capable  of  mrmii^  a  right 
Judgmeni^  of  Hiftory,  and  know  how  to  diftinniKh  pibporly 
in  refpe£);  to  Caufes  and  Events.    The  long  War  in  Defence  of. 
Can£a^^\n&  theTiir^i^  exhaufted  thc^^reafures^  and  weafc^ 
en'd  the  rower  of  this  State  to  a  Degree^  that  ihe  has  not  bee^t 
able  to  recover ;  but  that  War  was  continued  for  many  Yearsf 
againft  the  whde  Strengdi  of  the  Ott(man]E,m^^  by  Sea  and 
Iland,  and  was  almoft  as  &tal  to  the  TVixas  to  her^  fortfacy 
too  have  been  declining  in  Power  and  Repi^a^son  ever  fiiu:e :  'So 
that  (he  might  be  tiuly  ftiled  in  that  refpioSi.  the  Bulwiark  of 
Europe^  to  the  Safety  of  which  fhe  contributed- mucii  toon  than' 
(he  fuffered  by  the  LofTes,^  that  by  the  Fortune  of  War  jihe  fuf-^ 
tained  during  that  fomous  Contention*  >  *■  ^ 

The  common  Opinion  tiutfhe  continues  iliUto  decline^ 
and  that  the  very  Being  of  the  RcpuUickis^  in  Danger*  from  i^ 
flow  Confumption,  has  been  perhaps  taken,  up  without  due  At*» 
tendon,  and  for  want  of  having  juil  Notions  of  the  wife  and; 
folkl  Maxims  by  which  her  Government  is  condu£)ed.  Fortbc^* 
it  be  true>  thac  ihe  is  in  no  Condition  to  maintain  fuch  a  Wa^ 
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as  that  of  Candia^  yet  it  is  no  lefs  true,  that  as  Things  arc  now 
circumftanced,  fhe  has  veiy  little  Reafon  to  fear  \t. 

In  the  two  laft  Wars  with  the  Tttrks:^  Ihe  fufficiently  demon- 
ftratcd,  that  tho'  her  Forces  were  much  weaken -d,"  (lie  was  far 
from  having  loft  her  former  Spirit,  or  from  wanting  fach  a  Power 
as  was  necefEuy  for  her  Defence ;  and  the  noble  Statue  crc<Stcd 
to  the  Honour  of  the  late  Field  Marflial  Sckulemherg  in  the  great 
Square  of  Corfu^  which  he  fo  glorioufly  defended^  will  remain  a 
perpetual  Monument  of  the  Bravery  of  her.  Troops,  as  well  as 
of  her  Zeal  and  Gratituc'e  to  that  intrepid  Officer,  which  it 
may  be  hoped  will  not  a  little  contribute  to  procure  a  Succeffion 
t>f  Gcnemls  as  worthy  and  as  fortunate; 

Bcfides  all  this,  it  ought  to  be  remember'd,  that  fhe  is  no^v ' 
better  fecurcd  againft  the  Turks  by  her  perpetual  Alliance  widi 
the  Houfc  of  Auftria  than  in  former  Ages  ;  and  if  we  alfo  re- 
fleft,  that  in  cafe  the  latter  at  any  Time  break  with  the  Turks^ 
in  Virtue  of  that  Alliance,  they  arc  fure  of  being  fupported  by 
the  RtfJJians,  it  will  be  fufficicntly  evident,  that  the  Venetiam 
have  much  It- fs  to  fear  than  they  had  in  former  Days.  Since  the 
Peace  of  Pajfarortvilz^  therefore,  whicli  was  concluded  on  the 
lOth  of  July  1718^  they  have  remained  very  quiet ;  and  as  they, 
have  very  wifelv  avoided  taking  any  Share  in  thofe  Difputcs  that; 
have  pcrplexecf  £ttr»^/^  they  at  the  fame  Time  have  thought  it 
proper  to  keep  up  a  numerous  Body  of  Forces,  in  order  to  render 
their  Neutrality  refpeftcd. 

That  the  Reader  may  perceive,- what  we  have  advanced  in  re- 
lation to  this  Rcpublick  is  founded  in  Truth,-  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  give  a  fhort  Account  of  the  Countries  (he  poflefles. 
In  the  firft  Place,  the  noble  City  of  Votice^  and  the  Iflands  about 
it,  which  are  fo  populous,  have  fo  many  Manufaftures,  and 
ftill  carry  on  fo  ^reat  a  Trade,  more  efpecially  whenever  the 
Other  Powers  of  Italy  are  at  War,  and  the  Subjedls  of  the  Rc- 
publick enjoy  the  Benefit  of  her  Neutrality,  that  the  Revenue 
drawn  from  them  by  the  State,  amounts  annually  to  three  Mil- 
lions of  Ducats.  • 

On  xh^  Terra  Firma  or  Continent  of  Italy y  flie  pofTefles  the 
Trcvlfan^  the  Paduan^  xhtFicentin^  the  Ver')7:e%e^  the  Breza- 
mafcy  the  Territory  of  Brefcia^  the  City  of  Crcma  and  its  Di- 
ftrid,  and  the  PoUfin  ;  they  have  alfo  a  great  Part  of  FriuU^  of 
Jftria^  of  Dalmatia  and  Albania  ;  and  they  ftill  preferve  the 
Iflands  of  Corfu^  'Lante^  CerigG^  Fhims^  Curzcla  and  Ccfaknia  : 
All  thcfe  CoLrntr:c3  are  rich  and  fruitful,  and  the  Inhabitants 
drive  a  very  c.'cvt  TVadein  die  Levant^  as  well  as  rn  other  Parts 
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greater  Erotts  than  ii  coniihan]y  ina^nL  j  . 
As  MtheGovemmeiK  offwtur,  uJtfo.w^ 
we  noed/ndt  Aekiibc'tt.  'We.{baAerifo\ian 
pure  AHfttJCnk^,  and  thot^'tlwDtifcilla,^  1 
^t  tlic  Majefty  of  the  Rcpublick  reficta  at  lib^ 
great  \&xim  of  this  wrfefiody,  iatomanagfttb 
vnth  die  utrmft  FmgalRy,  to  encoiuaR  Trade  ai 
fibic,  and  to  preferve  Peace  M  long  as  mey  are  atl 
They  have  always  a  conlhnt  £y«  upon  the.7ii 
excellent  Intelli^nce  cvcn  in  the  ScragUo  ftftlF) 
can  hardly  be  lurpiized,  and  in  Time  of  Peace  ti 
prodigious  Commerce  in  all  :Parts  of  that  Eo^ 
jealous  of  the  P«^,  with  whom  thw  baifo  .- 1 
Grounds  of  Difpute,  whichis  theReaion  that.tli 
EccleG^icks  from  their  Gouofe^  Thej'  are .  db 
good  FrienShfp  with  the'Emperor,  tho'  it  i^xjtr 
arc  rlof  dt  all  deTiraut  of  feeing  the  Fount -of 
jfujfria  attend  itfclf  in  ^fy.  Thcv  were  tKPqb 
the  Crowii  of  SfaiH  for  the  lame  Reatbn  j  fmd 
■  this  Spirit  would  revive,  if  Don  Plfili^  fbotM-gii 
any  moir  confiderable  Eftabli&ment  m  dm  Cot 
feeepjrig  even  the  Balluice  of  which,  they  an  »f 
con<^:niiid  than  any  other  Potentale. 

In  fbrtncr  Times  the  Refxibltck  was  ftrong 
ravotir  Frmu ;  the  Embai&dar  of  this  Croynt 


r'nft  tbeihy  And  in  Favour  of  the  HouTis  oM^ii^ji^epule 

It  may  indeed  bcfurmifed  that  l3iis  State,  afic£^«\s  Peace  ib 
much  as  Oic  does,  might  be  awed  by  the  Power  oif  Fraua  \  bat 
of  this  there  Is  no  fort  of  Appearaoce»  .For  yi\\tffsi  luv^f  XIV. . 
about  171 1,  declared  at  ^0i«^  Cardinal  0//t7^9»it  a  &ubjed  o£ 
the  Republick's,  Ptx>tedor  of  the. Crown  pf  Frana^  and  his 
Eminence  had  accepted  that  Dipiity,  contrary  X/a  ^  Maxin)« 
of  1^^  Venetian  State,  which- never  pernruts  any  that  l)»ve  bcea 
in  their  Service,  Co  enter  into  that  of  other  Piinces  \  tbey  pro- 

-  ceeded  without  Delay,  and  without  Gerexn<iny,,  tQ-dc^vc  him 
and  all  his  Relatjoris  of  the  Privileges  of  Nobility,  ai^  ^  baniih' 
them  their  Dominions.  Weou^thereftre.take  it  ^^-granted^ 
that  the  Grandeur  6f  this  Houie  mUt  be  very  &ff  from.hajDg  ac- 
ceptably to  .the  A!!w^a£7;u: 

They  have  always  maintained^  afid  very  probably .,  will .  con* 
tinue  to  maintain,  a  dofe  P'rimdfliip  and  .ftriA  Aliiance  with 
the  Swlfi^  there  beinc  a  mutual  Conaedlaon  between  their  In*- 
terefts ;  and  each  of  them  haying  frequent  Occafions,:  from  the 
Vicinity  of  thdr  Territories^  to  ask  and  receiyeJavoun  from 
the  other.  ,::...  >   ■      . 

They  are  Iikewife  bound  to  Uve  lit  good  InteHigence  with  the 

Monarch  of  fhe  Tvno  SitiUesi  and  with,  the  Grand  JDukc  of  Tuf* 

cany^  on  Account  of  the  Difficulties  to  which  fiy^  Commerce 

would  be  unavoidably  liable,  in  a&  of  a  Ki^tucet  ^r  even  a 

.'  Difierence  with  either.    There:  was  hctietpforc  a  p^  Goolnefi 

l)ctween  the  Republick  and  the  Dukes  of  .&my,  on  .account 

that  the  latter  aflumed  the  Title  of  King  of  Cyprm,^  to  which 

'  alfo  the  Doge  of  /^r9iic#  pretends:  And  it  is  icarcp.,tp,I)econ« 

^  ceived  how  much  this  flight  Punctilio  kept  thcf^ .  two  Powers 

'  ataDiftahce.  *  ButfinccdieDukex)f  fiiwjy  has  become  King  of 

Sardinia^  and   the  Situation  of  Things  in  Itafy  is  to  much 

^changed,  that  the  fiallance  is  almofl;  conftantly  in  hi3  Hands, 

"  'the  renetwm  \me  altered  their  M^ures  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that 

{ '<  atprefent  there  is  a  very  good  Corrcfpaiidencp  bctwoen  that  Mo* 

^  narchandtheRepublicL 

y  The  long  and  warm  Difptttes  that  have  happened  hereto* 
^'  fore  between  '  this  Republick  juid  that  of  Ginoif^  has  occa^ 
;  froned  fuch  an  Inveteracy  as  is'f::acce  to  be  conceived  a  ground- 
^'  ed  alfo  upon  a  Pundilio,  the  ktter  defiring  to  be  regarded  sui 

-  ^n  Equal,  juid  the  former  treating :  her  upon  al)  Occ^pns  as 
•^^  an  Inferior.  This  Spleen  was  carried  farther,  during  the  fatal 
.1  -^r^  ^^^  Candia^  tban  one  would  have  expelled  from  the 
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Tde  entire  Revenue  of  the  Jft;e[hiblick  is  computed  at  aSooC 

eight  MiHibhs '  of  Ducats^  and  the  annual  E^qpenipe  does  not 

commonly-^Xne^  half  that  $  fo  that  in  Time  of  Peace  they 

are  confbmly  laying  up  large  Siuns.    Before  d)e  fatal  War  a 

CattdSa^   ^StiKf  fmd  in  tneir  Treafury  fifteen  A^illipns  of  Du- 

eats  inYeady^Moheyy  exdufivc  of  tne  Ikmous  GpU  Chain,  xa 

which  thev  "annually  added  £nne  Links,  which  forty  Portcnr 

could  hardly'  carry ^  and  which  i>n  certain  FeiUyid$  wasextenddf 

crols  the  d^are  of  Sr#  Mark^  fiir  the  Entertainment  of  the 

People;    As  they  have  now  enjoyed  :Pcaoe  thirty  Years,  it  nuy 

be  prefumed'that  their  Co&rs  zsz  again  pretty  (^..fc  diat  upoa 

smy  emergent  N^ceffiiy^  they  would  be  able  fo  laakeiiiuch 

greater  Emrts  than  is  conuhonly  imaged*       .  ,  . 

As  to  the  Government  d^VMnkey  U  i^fowdl  known,  dot 
we  need  not  defcribe  it.  Wefbdlonly  obfervey.thal  itist 
pure  Ariftocracy,  and  though  the  Diidcc  has  ihii  THIe  of  Pnaoe, 
yet  the  Maje/ly  of  the  Republick  refides  10  tba  Senate.  TIk 
great  Maxim  of  this  wrft  Bo<^^  b  to  manage,  the  Government 
with  the  utttjioft  Frugality,  to  encourage  Trade  as  much  as  pot 
fibic,  and  to  preferve  Peace  as  long  as  they  are  ai>le.  . 

They  have  always  aconftantEye  upon  the  .Tlvr^j,  and  have 
excellent  Intelligence  even  in  the  Seraglio  itfelf;  fo  that  they 
can  hardly  be  furprized,  and  in  Time  of  Peace  dicy  carry  on  a 
prodigious  Commerce  in  ail  Parts  of  that  Empire.  They  are 
jealous  of  the  Pope^  with  whom  they  haye  numy  ancient 
Grounds  of  Difpute,  which  is  theReaton  that  they  exclude  all 
Ecclefiafticfcs  from  their  Gounfels*  They  are  ohliecd  to  live  in 
good  FrienShrp  with  the  Emperor,  tho'  it  isoertainy  thatdiey 
arc  ilor  dt  all  defmous  of  feeing  the  Power  cf  the  Houie  of 
Jujtria  extend  itfelf  in  Italy,  '^^  ^^^^  Hien^tefore  jealous  of 
the  Crown  of  Spain  for  the  iame  Reafon  ;  »nd  very  probably 
■  this  Spirit  would  revive,  if  Don  PibV/^  ftiould  gain  by  Purchase 
any  more  confiderable  Eftablifhment  m  that  Country  ;  for  the 
keeping  even  the  fialiance  of  which,  they  are  as  much  or  more 
concerned  than  any  other  Potentate. 

In  fbrmer  Times  the  Repiiblkk  was  ftrongly  inclined  to 
favour  France ;  the  Emboffiidor  of  this  Crown-  neceivod  vciy 
high  Honours  at  Vcmccy  and,  generally  fpeaking,  the  VemtioK 
Cardinrfi ^joined  thofc'  of  the  Fraich  Fadlioii  in  the  Condave ; 
3'et  there  19  no  Reafon  to  prefume,  as  fome  do  from  hence,  that 
the  Repubfick-  is  governed  by  thefe  Notions  ftill ,  for  the  Cir- 
cumftanccs  of  Things  being  changed,  acc<)rding  to  the  fettled 
Rules  of  their  Policy,  the  Conduit  of  t^e ;  Republick  muft 
change  alfo ;  and  the  very  fame  Principles  that  induced  her  to 

fide 


fide  with  th^  /VvAvii  in  theCondav^.  w31  eqgmiu^l^^w^to^ad 

rlnft  thefh,  and  in  Favour  of 'th^  HouTis  oluli^4«^j.^)cpirfe 
Family  oi  Bm&bm  is  become  too  potctiU.    ,  ,    v>Mr.i  r  . 

It  may  indeed  bcfiutnifed  tliat  l3iis  Steite,  a^e^t^reaceib 
much  as  Oic  does,  might  be  awed  hf  the  Power  di  Frana  ;  hot 
9f  this  there  is  no  fort  of  Appearaace*  .For  "^i^n^^JUvAf  XIV. 
about  17 1 1,  declared  at  ^M«^  Cardinal  0//t7^^»/»  a  &ibjed  o£ 
the  Republick%  ProteSor  of  the  Crown  x>f  Franu^  and  his 
Eminence  had  accepted  that  Di^ty,  contrary  |p  tbp  Maximft 
of  tht  Venetian  Sute,  which  never  permks  any  that;  I)ave  bcea 
in  their  Service,  Co  enter  into  that  of  other  Friiices  ^  tbfy  pro* 
ceeded  without  Delay,  and  withonS  Ceremony^.  to-4ca)rive  him 
and  all  his  Relatioris  of  the  Pxivilc^  of  Nobility,  ana  to  baniih' 
them  thrir  Dominions.  We  may  thereftre. take  it  £or<-grantedt 
that  the  Grandeur  6i  this  Houfir  mU«  be  very  far  from.hajpg  ac- 
ceptably to  the  A!!w^xtf;i£. 

They  have  always  maintained^^  i^d.very  probably  .will  con* 
dnue  to  maintain,  a  dofe  Frimdfliip  and  ftr|£i.  Auiance  widi 
the  Swifsy  there;  beine  a  mutual:  GonaedKoo  between  their  In*- 
terefts ;  and  each  of  them  haying  frequent  Occafions,:  from  the 
Vicinity  of  thdir  Territories^  to  ask  and  receiyeJayoun  from 
the  other.  :;  .    :.  .     .    •. 

Tliey  are  likewife  bound  to  five  lit  good  InteHigence  with  the 

Monarch  of  fhe  Two  SiaBes^  and  wim.the  Grand  J[)ukc  oif  TuJ^ 

cany^  on  Account  of  the  Difficulties  to  which  their  Commerce 

would  be  unavoidably  Uable,  in  cale  of  allu^plwe»  ^r  even  a 

.'  Difference  with^either.    There  waa  hcnetcfone  a  great  Goolneft 

between  the  Republick  and  the  Dukes  of  .&my,  pa  account 

that  the  latter  jiflbmed  the  Title  of  King  of  Cvprus-^  to  which 

alfo  the  Doge  oS  Venue  pretends:.  And  it  is  fcarc^..  tpj^e  con* 

ceived  how  much  this  fli^  Punctilio  kept  thef9.  two  Powers 

ataDiftance.  ^  ButfinccdieDukerx)f  fiiv0y  has  become  King  of 

Sardinia^  and   the  Situation  of  Things .  in  Italy  is  fo  much 

changed,  that  the  fiallance  is  almoft  conftantly  in  hl3  Hands^ 

'  the  /vif^iW  have  altered  theii  M^fures ;  and  it  is  certain,  that 

•  at  prefent  there  is  a  very  good  Correi^Kmdencp  bctwqen  that  Mo^ 

"  najrchandtheRepublicL 

The  long  and  warm  Difptttes  that  rhavq  happened  hereto* 
fore  between  '  this  Republick  and  that  of  Genoay  l^as  occa^ 
fioned  fuch  an  Inveteracy  as  is-fbaccrto  be  conceived  a  ground- 
;  cd  alfo  upon  a  Pundilio,  the  kttcr  defiling  to  be  regarded  sui 
^n  Equal,  tni,  the  former  treatii^- her  upon  al)  Occauons  as 
an  Inferior.  This  Spleen  was  carried  farther,  during  the  fatal 
War  with  Candia^  than  one  would  have  expelled  &bcn  the 
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ftneilan  PnidpKe  j  for  when  fte  Gtimfi  ^Setfd  inery  cflnf- 
fiaMe  A&ftance  at  t  'Hme  men  rimc^  wantej  h  ilibff,  up- 
jHi  Condition-  that  an  Equalitf  flwidd  fubftft  for  tlie  fiitui^ 
they  rejected  the  PropoTi^ON  wth  DifiUi^'  8{id'  j^fife  ndier 
to  run  tjwHxsat^d  of  td^  pdht^K^V  tlbui  tb 'lAo^ 'At 
fiflance  upon  fuch  Tetlimj  ^  "^    '.-        . "  .^* 

Yet  even  this  Qiiarri.-1  fccms  now  to  be  hid  aflecp,  if  not 
extinguiihe^ ;  for  during  the  late  IKftiefs  of  the  (3f;»^, -itil 
vety  ceitaifi  tliat  thi;  ftnetians  intcrpbfcd  not  only  ivith  iqudi 
Civility,  but  with  great  EarnefecS  at  the  Court  of  f^wM; 
Hid  if  wejoiay  depend  upon  the  Reports  that  have  been  «ur- 
rent  in  Itafy^  the  Cenotfe  received  pecuniary  Supplies  of  a  Na- 
titn  rfiat  ,wfficicntly  declared  the  Depth  of  the  Pwfc  fiwi 
whence  thq'  were  drawn,  thotigh  it  was  not  held  convenient 
to  embark  openly  in  (heir  Qtiarre!. 

■  Thus  by  K  brief  Enumeration  of  Fa<?ls,  we  have  fhewn,  thit 
'  notwlthftand  iii^  wiiat  has  paffed  heretofore,  the  Republic^  of 
Venice  ij'ftiH  In  n  Condition  to  fopport  herfelf,  and  in  no  Dan- 
ger either  frnm  ihc  Power  of  her  Enemies,  or  cf  her  Ncip!i- 
bours;  that  if  ftie  loves  Peace  it  is  from  wife  r.nd  pni'icjit  Mo- 
tives, and  not  from  Timidity;  tha;  as  £h^  forms  noPfetcn- 
Jions  upon  her  Naghlioun, '  fo  fli'e  is  indined  to  livi;  vith 
them  in  the  grcatefi  Harmony  imaginjible ;  .apd  in.j^  Wo[d,  that 
as  {he  has  no  Views  of  Conquenibr  fa^rfelf,  fl)^  )s bound  by 
tnterefl  as  well  as  led  by  Inclination  to  give  all  t{>c  Oppo- 
fition  polSble  to  fuch  as  diihirb  the  Pca(;e  of  heiy. 

The  Confidenttion  of  this  to  t))olc  who.  muurdy  weigh 
Things  of  fo  important  a  Nature  wjl]  appear'  of  no  fR&Il 
Confcquence.  For  as  no  Government  in  the  Univcrfc  ifoder- 
ftands  its  owi)  Ifiterefls  better,  or  pursues  them  mpre  dofdy 
than  the  Venetian  Senate,  fp  it  .is  «  mighty  Vhii^'  to  be  fe- 
curc,  that  no  Temptation  will  ever  eneaee  this  State  to  vio- 
late Juftice,  or  aim  at  increafing  her  Wealth  ^  her  Domt- 
"iiions  at  the  Expence  of  any  w  her  Neighbours.  Bc£des 
there 'js  an  abfolute  ■' Certainty  (hat  in  cafe  the  pALLANCE 
was  apparently  in  Danger,  this  Commonwealth  'would  take 
the  Part  of  t!w  O^refied,  tni  venture  all  for.  preJerving  die 
Freedom  of  Italj.  Add  tp  this,  that  the  Venetian  Amtsf- 
£idors  in  tbelcveral  Courts  of  jE'ur«^  never  want  the  Means 
pf  irfinuatine their  Sentiments  to  the  Miniftcrs,  and  giving  fuch 
true  Lights  in  refpc^  to  the  Cc^cen^s  of  Italy,ag  may  prevent  ^tlf^ 
Steps  Duing  taken,  and  perfuadc  the  making  thoff  ttuC^ie  mi^ 
neither  of  wbich  would  othcrwi&  be  brought  to  pais. 

SECT, 
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'  s  E  CT.    vm. 

fhe  Prefent  State  and  Political  Interefls  q/  the 

Republick  ofGt^OA. 

THIS  Republick  made  ancicndy  a  very  good  Figure,  not 
only  confidered  as  a  free  State  of  Italy^  but  in  refpc<5l 
to  Europe  in  general.  Her  Dominions  were  large,  her  Com- 
merce extcnfive,and  her  Naval  Power  extremely  fbrmidaMe.  But 
according  to  the  Nature  of  all  Gommonwealthsj  Huctuations 
and  Revolutions  in  Government  have  been  very  common  here ; 
and  to  them  it  has  been  chiefly  owing,  that  Genoa  has  ftillcn 
from  what  flie  was,  and  been  driven  at  feveral  Times  to  fub- 
mit  herfelf,  not  only  to  Emperors  and  Kings  of  France^  but 
to  the  Marquifles  of  Moiitferraty  the  Dukes  of  Milan^  and 
otiier  little  Princes. 

In  fhort,  the  Characters  gjven  by  ancient  Writers  of  this 
Nation,  under  the  Name  of  £/gtflr//2w,  have  been  always,  and- 
at  all  Times,  but  •  too  applicable  to  the  Genoefe  ;  who  from  a 
fa/:lious  Difpofltion,  and  almoft  perpetual  Di&ffe£)Jon  to  the 
Form  of  Government  under  which  they  lived,  have  kept  them* 
felves  in  continual  IKfquict,  and  loft  unaccountably  the  Ad* 
vantages  derived  to  them  from  their  Trade,  and  from  their 
Situation,  which  might  otherwife  have  enabled  them  to  attain 
what  feems  after  all  to  have  beenr  the  utmoft  Extent  of  their 
Wiflies,  a  Power  as  great,  and  an  Eftabliflimcnt  as  folid,  as 
that  of  their  Sifter  Republick,  Venice. 

As  to  their  prefent  Condition,  by  which  I  mean  the  Form 
of  Government  they  are  now  under,  they  owe  it  entirely  to 
the  Virtue  of  Andrew  Dor'ia^  who  in  1527  rcfcued  them  out 
of  the  Hands  of  the  French^  and  refufing  the  Sovereignty  of-  . 
fered  him,  fixed  their  Condition  as  a  free  State,   regulating 
their  ancient  Nobility,  fo  as  to  confift  in  twenty-eight  Fa- 
milies,' and  their  new  Nobles  in  twenty-four.    It  is  not  ne- 
ceflary  for  us  to  enter  into  the  Particulars  of  their  Hiftory 
from  that  Time,  bccaufe  they  are  well  known  j  and  therefore 
we  ftiall  content  ourfelvcs  with  faying,    that  if  it   had  not 
been  for  the  Faflions  between  their  old  and  new  Nobility, 
which  in  1573  rofc  fo  high  as  to  occafion  a  Civil  \\fer,  and 
their  Difputes  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy ^  which  engaged  them 
in  feveral  Wars,  they  might  have  from  that  Period  to  this  en- 
joyed Peace  and  Pkniy. 

GS4  ■  \s^ 
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\n  i68a  tficy   were  fcverely  chaftifcd  by  I^ias  XIV.  oa 
AcfcoufttOTromc  Offence  "heha^  taken  to  ticir  Condufl,  or 

rather  from  3  Vanity  of  fcowmg  his  Naval  Force  by  bum-  , 
barding  GenM,  aiid  obliging  tbc  Dpge,  and  four  of  the  prin- 
cipal Senators,  to  repair  to  y<rffiil!es^  aiid  make,  a  Submi/lian 
as  little  honourable  to  him  as  to  the  Republick.  In  the  War 
occafioncd  by  the  Spsntjh  SucccfEon  they  were  but  indiffercnt- 
iy  treated  by  the  Allies,  and  by  the  Fnnch  ;  Itut  it  die  aojia 
of  it,  thej"'tnadc  thcmieives  fooie  Amends  by  fHU't:h3fing  front 
the  late  Emperor  Charki  VI.  the  Maj-quifate  of  Finoly  lo  the 
PolTdlion  of  which  they  had  long  and  ardenilv  a/pireJ. 

Wc  hare  heard  fo  much  of  this  Matter  alicaay,  and  it  ii 
poflible  may  hear  fo  much  more  of  it  hereafter,  that  it  is  re-  . 
quiiltc  weftiould  fay  fomething  of  it  here;  and  as  we  have  : 
no  kind,of  Prepoflcffion  in  Favour  of  cither  Part}',  we  (hall 
Itatc  the  Matter  in  few  Words,  and  as  (airly  a$  it  is  polEUe.  ' 
The  Genatfe  hjd  vcfy  old  Pretenfions  upon  this  Country,  in  , 
Right  of  a  Mortgage  by  the  Princes  to  whom  it  belonged  |  bm  .; 
luider  Cojaur  of  a  Felony  committtd  by  one  of  tliofe  Princcv 
it  wis  fri^cd  by  the  Haufc  of  A^Jhia,  and  belonged  to  the  , 
S/uni/i  Branch  of  that  Family."  It  was  by  thi&  Means  that  it  i 
came  "with  the  rdi  of  the  Itklcin  Dominions  of  that  HoiJc  ,' 
into  the  Handi  of  the  late  Emperor,  and  on  his  Behalf  the  , 
Duke  of  ^avsj  put  a  Garrifon.ihto  it.  But  upon  theSaJe  of  < 
ihii  Marquilatc  by  hii  Imperial  Maj eft y  in  171 1,- the  Pieir  . 
fnonUfe  Garrifon  in  Final  c^'acuated  it,  and  thrco  hundred  Cw-  ■ 
/uaiis  took  PolTcffion  of  it  for  the  Geiwejc,  who  kept  it  till  (ho    . 

But  it-is  alio  netsflbry  to  oHcfv^  that  the'I^^et'^o^-JStfVill.  0 
had  liketfifc  Pretenfloiis  Mfioh  this  Marqulfuaf  t^ou^  tl^.^T 
were  not  iu  a  Condition  to  ajTfrt,.  or  maketfiOOa-igDOcl;;  and-:! 
therefore  on  the  Conctufion  of  the  Treaty .'of.'A[V»af,»  Vfe-n 
have  flicWn  in  another  Place,  hjs  Sardinian  M^e^ij^tpiihcedioij 
that  Upori  giving  the  Gtnoefe  Satisfaflion  for'  thftjipflcy  '^i 
out  in  the  Purchafe  of  this  C«miitiT>  it  tbould  bel^^  toi  hjuib  ; 
This  the  Republick  confideredaiiio  great  an  Iiyjity,  dbU^tg^.I 
entered  into  a  Treaty  with  tH^Ti'tnch  and  S^faiujr^ fcf -th^itri 
own  St-TUrity,  pnd  for  the  Pre^rvatton  of  tOE^  poQ^inioWi  .'1 
the  Confequcnccs  of  which  rfre  very  wcllknown..;^,,-,.      ,        -.rj 

But  with  rcfpe^  to  this'iifarquil^tc,  and  the' I^l^fian^aa  ff -j. 
this  Country  by  the  Treaty  of  if'orms,  there  are  .fhree  Potota.-: 
that  ddervc  well  to  be  con/idered.  The  ^_fi  is,  ThuwfaU'  - 
ever  Rights  the  Dukes  of  Saiey  had  to  this  Country,  they  . 
could  notjte  prejudiced  by  the  Emperor's  Sale  of  it  to'  tbe 
'■'■'"  Gtmefri 
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CMiJe\  and  thl^dre  there  was  no  fiifuftice  in  the  King  of 
SarJimi^s  taking-  Advantage  of  diat' critical  ConjuiiQurc  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  Prctexmons  of  hi^  Family. 

The  feeondh^  'That  the  Gtmeji  were  to  nave  a  Satu»fa(3Ion 
forthisMarquiiate ;  and  tho'  it  mi^t  ,bc  true,  that  bath  their 
Jntereils  and  ihexr  Indinatiohs  led  thetti  to  pretet:  tbe.PoilkiiEon 
of  Final  to  ah j^ Equivalent  thatj could  be  eiven  them*  for  it, 
yet'  this  ought  not  to  be  a  Rule  to,  other  Powers,  whofe  In- 
terefts  and  Inclinations  were  on  the  Side  of  his  SarJitiiaH^si- 
jefty.  This  wiU  appear  ftiU  plain^,  if  we  confidex'^iliat  it  is 
not  out  of  any  real  Affirftion  fortbeit^publlck  oiGeuMj  that 
the  Houle  of  Bonrhn  contended  for.  inaintaihin^  her  in  the 
Pofleffion  of  this  Country,  but  for  the.  Sake  pf  keeping  Jier  in 
Dependence,  and  fcccpiiig  at  the  fame  Time  Final  Bom  the 
King  of  Sardthia^  The  Allies,  therefore,  who  haij.tlie  lame 
Reafohs  to  with  this  Country  in  the  Hands  gf  that  Prince^  Had  the 
fameRi^htto  employ  their  Power  fof  t^c  Accompllihxncnt  of 
their  Wifhcs  in  ihis  Kefpeft.     \  ..^  J^   . 

The  ffcr^  point  is^  I'hat  the  D^Cu'C;  of  making  this  Altera^ 
tion'  was'not,: ->$  has  been  fuppofedj  either  wanton  or  arbi* 
trary  ;  oh  the .  contrary,  it  appears  to  have  been  foyndedupon 
Principles  of.  goodPulicy  ;  for^oh  the  one  hand,  as  it. would 
have  immedtatehr  opcnea  a  Coifnmi^ica^  between  the  Do- 
minions of  his  Qofaintan  Majefty.  arid  the  Maritime  Powers, 
which  is  ap{^ixa]tTy  of  the  highcft  Confeqiience  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  the  I'rahquility  and  Ballance  of  Power  in  Italy  ; 
fo  oh  the  other  Hand,  it  was  provided  that  it  fiioidd  be  equally 
beneficial  to  Comix^rcc,  by  an  exprc(s  Stipulation  that  Final 
fhouM  be  made  ?  free  Port,  in  the  (ame  Manner,  and  for  tlie 
famePurpofes,  as  Le^om, 

But  none  of  tbdc  Confiderations  weighing  with  the  Gtnoije^ 
they  ventured' the  Subvcrfion  of  their  State  for  the  Sake  of 
preferving  thisTcrritory,virhich  ftevdrthelcTs  was  taken  from  them 
by  the  Chance  of  War,  together  with  Savona^  which  is  ;ino- 
ther  fine  Port,  that  they  have  long  ago  filled  up  and  rendered 
ufelefs,  fof  the  Sake  of  confining  die,  Cj^pimercc  of  that  Part 
of  Italy  to  then-  own  Harbour  \  which,  how  confiftent  it  is 
with  the  Law  of  Nations,  and  the  general  Ii\tcrcft  of  other 
trading  Countries^  I  ib^  not  take  upon  me  to  determine. 
One  Thing  however  is  voy  clear,  that  a  State  which  con- 
iflders  nobody's  JHtcrcft  but  her  own^  has  no  great  Reafon  to 
rxpKxl  that  other  States  Ihoiild  confider  her  LitereAs  more  thaa 
jhpir  own. 

■.-  ■   t  '    ,     ■  Xhcfc 
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TheDominions  of  this  State  cdhfift  of  the  Couhtries  extending 
along  the  Sea-coaft,  on  both  Sides,  from  the  City  of  (j/m^, which 
uure  Sited  the  Eaftern  and  Wcftef  n  Rivieras.  This  Word  in 
ftalian  figttifies  a  Strand \  and'  indeed  the  Country  is  very  litde 
bett^,  luiving  high,  craggy,  and  almoft  impaflkble*  Mountains 
Jbehind  it.  'fticfe  however  arefnbt  fo  barren  as  they  arc  rc- 
pfefcnted,  every  litdc  Valley,  and  indeed  every  Spot  of  Ground 
that  will  admit  of  it,  being  cultivated  and  improved  to  die 
ytmoft ;  fo  that  Fruits,  Oil,  and  Sillc  are  raifed  here  to  great 
Advant^.  ■*  * 

The  Mand  of  Corfica  belongs  alfo  to  this  Rcpublick ;  it  b 
reckoned  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  Miles  in  Circumfe- 
rence.   It  abounds  with  all  Sorts  of  Proyifion ;  the  Wines  arc 
<  thought  tolerable,  and  if  long  kept,  are  utde,  if  ^t  all  inferior 
.to  thofe  of  Spain^      Honey,  Wax,  and  Salt,    are  the  ffaple 
'  Comhiodities  of  the  Country :  There  are  feveral  g6od  Fimc- 
ries'  upon  its  Coafts,  and  fome  Iron  Mines  in  the  Heart  of  the 
Iflfftd.    The  Severity  of  the  G^mifi  Government  on  one  Side, 
arid  the  feditious  and  turbulent  Spirit  of  the  Natives  on  the 
other,  have  hitherto  hindered  Corfica  from  making  any  Figure 
in  Europe ;  which  if  thefe  Obftacles  were  removed^  it  might 
certainly  do. 

The  Revenues  of  the  Rcpublick  are  very  far  from  being 
confidcrable,  nor  is  the  Trade  thereof  near  fo  great  as  it  was  j 
however  both  arc  ftill  capable  of  being  recovered.  The  pri- 
vate Perfons  in  tliis  City,  of  great  Families,  are  commonly  rich, 
?ind  have  large  Eftates,  fome  in  Naples  and  Sidfyy  others  in 
Spairiy  and  not  a  few  in  the  Italian  Dominions  belonging  to 
the  Houfc  of  Avjlria ;  which  ia  attended  with  great  incon- 
veniencies,  as  throwing  them  into  Intercfts  inconfiftent  with, 
pr  dirc<StIy.oppofite  to  thofe  of  their  Country. 

The  Conftitution  of  Genoa  is  of  a  mixt  Nature,  but  feems 
from  Experience  to  be  but  ill-contrived,  as  having  fo  much 
cf  an  Ariftocracy  as  to  make  the  People  uneafy,  and  yet  fo 
p:iuch  of  a  Democracy  ^as  to  keep  up  a.  continual  Ferment. 
The  DogCj  or  Duke,  is  elected  evay  two  Years,  durLno-  which 
Time  he  rcfidcs  in  the  Palace,  is  maintained  at  the  puMick 
Expence,  has  Guards  and  other  EnJigns  of  Princely  Dignity, 
and  twelve  Counfcllors  continually  about  him,  ililed  the  Stig- 
Tiory-y  in  whom  the  Majelly  of  the  P^epublick  refidcs  j  but  with 
regard  to  the  Dernier  Refort^  or  I^giflative  Power,  it  is  vert- 
ed in  the  great  Council,  which  conlifts  of  four  hundred.  And 
this,  in  iz\^  Word.^,  ii  a  clear  Detail  of  that  Govcrimicnt^ 

which 
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v^ich  fomc  Writers  have  afFedled  to  obfcurc  by  long  and  peiv 
prfexed  Accounts^  th^t  aire  very  litde  to  thtf  Purpeib.  ' 

The  Ruling  Maxim  in  this  Stated  u  Ae  maintainUig'  good 
Government  at  home,  and  Peace  with  all  its  Neighbouis, 
>i¥hich  if  Jleadily  purfued  would  fpeedily  change  the  Face  of 
•her  Affairs ;  an4  though  there  is  very  little  n'obability  that 
flie  fhould  ever  recover  her  former  Power  or  Greatneis,  yet 
fhe  might  certainly  rife  to  fuch  a  Meafurc  of  it,  as  might  n-ee 
her  from  any  Apprehenfions  of  her  Neiglibours.  Her  Situs* 
xion  for  Trade  is  fo  convenient,  and  in  Time  of  Peace  Mo- 
ney is  to  be  ha4  there  at  fo  low  Intcrcft,  that  without  doubt 
their  Merchants  might  carry  on  a  much  greater  Commerce 
"than  they  do,  if  they  were  not  fo  fond  of  Banking,  which 
tliough  in  fome  Mcafure  advantageous,  is  in  other  Refpe£b 
yery  inconvenient  to  the  State.  Her  Difputes  with  the  King 
of  Sardinia  have  been  always  detrimental  to  her  Interefts,  and 
of  late  had  well  nigh  been  dcftru£live.  The  Peace  of  Aix  U 
Cha[ielle  has  compromifcd,  or  rather  fdcnced  thofc  Difputes 
{or  a  Time,  which  however  may  poiEbly  make  Way  for  fomc 
41CW  Alliance  truly  definitive  in  that  RefpetS^,  fince  without 
it  one  Power  cannot  be  long  eafy»  or  the  otlicr  fecure* 

SECT.    IX. 

\^  JuQclnSi  Account  of  the  S  wifs .  Cantons^  their 

Allies  and  SubjeSls. 

THERE  arc  very  few  Nations  that  arc  Ids,  and  yet  hardlv 
any  in  Ewiff^e  dcferves  to  be  better  known  thzin  the  Stuijs, 
They  are  placed  in  a  Country  which,  though  furrounded  with 
Rocks,  and  in  a  manner  inacceffible,  yet  is  very  cnnfiderable, 
and  of  great  Confcquaice  from  its  Situation,  as  will  very  fully 
appear  from  as  fuccinft  a  Defcription  of  it  as  can  be  given. 

Their  Dominions  arc  bounded  on  the  North  by  Partof  yff- 
face,  the  Black  Fcreft^  and  the  Circle  of  Suahia  \  on  the  Eaft  by 
the  Country  pf  Tyrol ;  on  the  South  by  the  Dutchies  of 
tavoy  and  Aftlan^  by  the  Territories  of  Bergamo  and  Brefcia ; 
and  on  jhe  Weft  by  the  Franche  Compte^  or,  as  it  is  common- 
ly filled,  the  County  of  Bnrgnn^, 

It  appears  from  hence  that  they  have  for  Neighbours  the 
Subjects  of  the  Houfe  of  Jujlna^  thofc  of  the  Crown  of 
Franciy  the  King  of  Sardinia^  and  the  State  of  Venice.  Wc 
iitcd  no  other  Accouat  to  give  us  very  high  Notions  of  the 


Fm^'ftn^Taravety  of  tTiJs  Nation,  than  tflelaire'Obrcrvatloiv 
that  they  have  not  only  prefcn'ed  theirFrccdom  in  Spite,  huj 
have  been  ulfo  always  formidable  to  the  moft .  potent  of  their 
Neighbours:  Yet  their  Coimtiy  is  very  far  from  bcirig large; 
in  Length  fomcwhat  lefs  tha;;  three  hundred,  anU  in  Breadth' 
very  huic  more  than  a  htihjred  Milts- 

Before  jytf  proccird  farther,  it  will  he  rcijulfite  to  give  fome 
Account  of  the  DiHribuiion.orthtfePeoplc.  'ITie Inhabitants 
of  Siviizerlaiid  then,  may  be  dividtal  into  three  Parts  ;  Firji, 
the  Su'i/r  properly  fo  called,  or, the  th'irlcgn  Cantons  j  which 
iiand  in  the  following  Order,  i.  Zurich.  2.  Bfrn.  3.  Luurn. 
4.  IVic.  5.  5tt7>2.  6.  Undirwall  7.  Zug.  8,  Claris.  9.  Btmt. 
or  ^efi(.  ,ip.  Friburg.  it.  Ssfythzirn.  12.  Scaffhaufm  ;  and  13. 
^Ptnzil.  Of  which  ihc  Prptefbnt  Cantons  are,  ZurUh^  Brr/i^ 
■  jBiixJf,  and,  Sihii^haufiny  wi^h  aliove  two  Thirds  of  the  Canr' 
ton  of  CUrisy  and.  more  than  half  of  JppcHxd  i  the  People 
in  the  reft  aie  all  Raman  Catholieks. 

Saan^y.,  The  Subjciils  erf  the  Suiitxeri,  which  are  either 
iiuh  lowns  and  Bailiiagcs  9s  belong  to  them  all,  or  to  reveni] 
in  comfpon*  or  tJiat  depend  upon  fcparate  Cantons.  Of  the  for- 
mer tiiey.rccfcon  nine  ;  wz,  the  County  of  BciUn,  the  Pra 
FillageSf  the  Counties  of  Ttfr^ozy,  SarganlXy  anJ  Rhinial,  and 
ihc  four  ItttHai  Bailiiages  oi Lfigane,  Locarno,  Mendrijea,  mi 
yabnadh  ;  to  wliich  we  mull  add  the  three  Cities  without  Ter- 
ritory, v'tx.  Baemeariat^  MtUir.^tn,  and  RepperJivaU.  TWt 
four  Bailfiagcs  of  Xjtgmo,  l^xfirna,  MenJrifia,  and  VabnoSa, 
were  tiifinembcred  from  Uie  Dutchy  at  Milan,  and  belong  to 
all  the  Cantons  except  Jppehiuli  which  at  tha;t  Time  was  oat 
admitted  into  the  Alliance.  Three  other  Bailliagcs  in  Italy,, 
vh.  B^S'inis'JO,  VaJhrima^  and  Rkicra,  were  tlontjucred  by  the 
Cantons  of  7.urrch,  Swif-^^mA  t/niiruwW^  from  the  Dates  of 
Milan,  ^^le  little  Territory  of  Alfax,  and  the  County  of 
if-'erderfbtr^,  both  fealcd  on  the  RlAnt,  belong,  the  former  to 
the  Canton  of  ZurUh,  and  the  latter  to  thai  of  Glarli.  The 
Bailllage  of  G"/^^""  belongs,  to  the  Cantons  of  Si^/ra  and  Glarir, 
find  the  C-AnlPiu  of  Btm  and  Friiurg  poSek  the  four  RaiEliages 
cf  A/vrolf  Gx^iti'iy  Ec^e^cr.s,  and  Svjartxtnburgf  which  dicjr 
^oriqiicrcti  from  the  DuIccs,of  Savay. 

Tlir^lvi  Tlie  Allies  of  the  Switzen,  arc  the  Gr:/o»r,  wfio 
.arc  divijpd -ijtio  three  Leagues,  that  of  the  Gri/iiBi,  of  the 
,i/iw/f  of  Cctl,  and  of  the  Tin  J urifdiOhm.  Thcy  ate  partly 
^Prottflarifsarid  paiflyTapifts,  a)1d  have  alfoa  confiof^rable  doft- 
duered  Country  that  belongs  to  them.  The  Town  and 
County  of  Neu/chateCt  of  which  we  have  ihcvrp  cBcwfacre  the 
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King  of  Frusta  is  Sovereign-,  ^c'  Abbot  and  Ciw  of  St 
QaS,  the  linie  Kfpul!lickor//^tf/iUu,  whkh  the  &r^  call 
ff^sSs-Latidi  J)M  ^ty  and  'Re^blidc  of  CftHf^Hfl^t/iin 
of  Bienfu  or  Biet  which  is  dltie(l"to"tHe't!lant(^  ArBrf^ :  and 
the  Town  of  Mt&wfia  not  ^  ^<Hn  £^  WM^di  it  Is' 

It  is  not  to  beexpe£tcd-th%t  we  Qioiild  enter  into  a  long 
Detail  cither  Hiftorical  or  Political,  concerning  thefe  People, 
for  that  would  require  a  conHderable  Volumei  whefeaa  v^iat 
we  have  to  &^  about  them  muft  be  confined  witHln  a  very 
narrow  Conipafs.  There  is  hardly  one  of  the  Caiitbn^  Slates, 
or  Cities  be^rcmcntloned  that  ^rees  with  anotlier  in  Point 
<if  Government  I  and  indeed  every  kind  of  Government  that 
ever  was  invented,  is  to  be  found  amongft  them  }  yet  they 
are  all  maintained  under  their  relpedive  Forms,  and  in  their 
fefpc^ve  Rlzhts,  Erom  that  common  Love  of  Freedom  and 
Juftice,  which  prevails  generally  among  the  whole  Nation. 

The  greateft  Part  of  their  Countrv  is  the  moft  rueged  in 
its  Appeaiance,.  and  oaturaQy  the  mon  barren  in  its  SoiTorany 
in  Europe  \  and  vcf  by  Dint  of  Labour  and  Cultivation,  they 
tender  it  tolerably  fruitful.  All  their  Ciries  are  wril  built, 
populous,  and  m<^  of  (heir  1nhal»tants  lire  pretty  much  it 
their  £a^  whidi  i»  owing  partly  to  their  Indumy,  ^id  partly  to 
tficir  Frugal!^.  The  Gentry  cXSioilierhnd,  notwithftanaing 
vhat  is  cominonty  reported  of  them,  are,  generally  Ipeaking, 
tokrably  cAkaXei,  and  from  their  feeing  foreign  Countries, 
commonly  wcfl  biid,  Tlieir' T^tiers  frave  great  Privil^es, 
and  fome  of  them  are  in  wealth/Circumfbnces;  and  as  for 
their  Pealants,.  they  arc  very  hardy  ^nd  laborious.  As  their 
Women  arc  juflly  reputed  vci^  hohm  as  well  as^  very  good 
Houfe-wiyes,  fb  they  are  generally  fi)ea]cing  veiy  prolitidc, 
and  their  Country  bcmg  but  narrow,' tnis  layst^em  under  an 
abfolute  Neceility  offending  outNuinbcneveiy' YeaTto  feck 
their  Bread  in  foreign  Coiiiiiri<.'.s. 

■.  As  they  are  naturatly  of  a  Martial  Dlfporition,  and  accufto* 
med  to  Arms  from  their  Youth,  iTicy  ufuafly  feelc  fomc  fo- 
reign Service  or  other ;  thole  o(  the  Popiih  Cantoiis  go  into 
the  Frincb  and  Spamjh  Pay ;  itiofc  of  the  Proteftants,  and 
not  a  few  of  the  Popiih  Itkewifc,  into'  that  of  the  Stalei  Ge- 
tttral;  but  wherever  they  art,"  thcy'havc  the  Honour  to  be 
accounted  as  gopd  Troops  as  any  in  the  World,  After  fome 
Years  Service  more  or  leg,  accbnlinfe  to  their  Contrafb,  tim 
j>rivatc  Men  retum  homC|  though  weir  Corps^remain  IHll  in 

foreiga 


Ibrd^  SehricMtfid  are  f^oi'  Tiiliaie  lo  tjlale.  ^S^v^  whil 
ftcAi^ecniits.  ;  ,' 

•  it  is  o^rt^  ID  tbefe  l^eoplc  lliat  Kavfe  ffsrifed  abraai  liotlit . 
O^cen  Md  SoMier%  that  iiait  Smfsart  itef^l  at  a  La6- 
for  as  Izm  and  VbB-^iicit>findl  an  Ai^   as  any  OovaiK. 
mcnt  in  £ai^^  cair  Yaift^  which  art  at  the  Qan^  lime!  tk 
Guardian^  <tf  iherr  qnfn  Libhty,  and  tbcT  ^Mfc^hm  of  the^ 
Kei^boirtt  Frtfcciom,    Neither  it  Acir  P<r9itet^gtamici:^i 
on  Qptntoni  for  ffaejr  haVc  defended  themie^ves  «t  *dillefait' 
Tunes  agiicdl  raofl  of  the  gre^  Powers' in  ittripi'j  andtfaongfir 
tKey  ^ve  been  fometimes  Qatm^tted^   yet;  they  were  nfcjvcr: 
beatfrt^  dr  reduced  to  demand  i'eace  by  any  t^ower  whaoevte^ 
lb  that  Aey  mfy  be  jiifily  dbnfid^red^  <liung  inF  their  Stoa-'i 
tjbn  and^eir  Militia j  as  the  moift  unouiquera5le  Beopk  it. 

EwTifpi.  \ 

It  is  yp7  difficulf^  petfaa{»  hardhr  poffiUe,  to  make  a  jbS 
CompiftatioQ  of  the  Fete  of  the  Stx^s.  Some  &y,  tfiat  ^' 
Canton  of  B^  alone  ci|i  tiring  ifito  the  FicJd  one  irandrqi-' 
thoufand  Men ;  bet'  iSaoSk  who  fkf  this  aHow»  diat  thor, 
tould  not  maintain  them  for  anv  Thne.  Tilings  are  mucK-' 
changed  with  this  Nation  from  wnat  they  were  formerly ;  for 
they  have  now  ieveral  good  Fortrefies,  though  heretofore  ihicf 
had  none.  Many  olF  the  Gentry  of  Sivitxirland  are  reryabk 
Statefinen,  as  weU  as  experienced  Officers,  s^id  fuch  m  former 
Times  were  very  fcarcc.  Several  of  the  Cantons  now*  arc- 
very  rich,  and  befides  vaft  Sums  that  diey  have  lockt-d  up  2t> 
Home,  have  alfo  great  Wealth  in  foreign  Banks,  and  parti-*,' 
tularly  in  our  Fundsw  Every  great  City  is  well  fomiflied  widr 
ArtiUery^  and  at  Bern  and  Zurich  thnr  haVe  Field  and  Batter^ 
ing  Trains  of  Bra6  Cannon,  tlurik  which  there  are  few  bettef 
in  Europe, 

Yet  with  all  this  Force  thq^  are  not  in  the  Icaft  formidabti 
to  thofe  diat  live  near  thehi,  mice  they  are  without  I>oubt  the/ 
very  bcft  Neighbours  m  the  World ;  fo  votd  of  Ambition,  that 
they  have  no  Idea  of  Coni[ucft,.fQch  Lovers  of  Juftice,  tha^ 
the  verv  Report  of  Cfpprcffion  will  bring  them  to  the  Rcl  rf 
of  the  Dilhrefled/  By  this  Means  the  City  cH^ertrua  J^as  been 
often,  and  will  probably  be  always  protcftcd  againft  two- 
Powers,  one.  the  moff  enterprizing,  and  the  odiicrthemo(( 
ambitious  in  Europe, 

Thofc  who  have  treated  of  the  Intcreft  of  the  Sttvyi,  fcemfty 
think  that  they  may  be  feme  Time  of  other  in  Danger  front 
France  ;  but  of  this  there  feems  to  be  at  prefcnt  very  little  Ap-* 
pcarance.  For  *  in  tlic  firft  Place,  it  is  not  cafy  to  conceive  why* 

the 
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the  French  fhould.  mirarrel  with  them,  fince  as  themfdUres  allovv^ 
and  indeed  all  the  World  knows,  the  Swifs  Troops  in' their 
Pay  make  the  Flower  of  their  InEintry,  It  is  in  the  next 
Place  very  difficult  to  apprehend  why  the  Swifs  ihould  quarrel 
with  the  Frencbj  from  whom  it  is  certain  they  receive  conii- 
derable  Advantages.  It  is  true^^that  the  Swifs  are  open  on  the 
Side  of  the  Francht  Gomte  \  and  it  has  been  thought  a  gre^t 
OverTight  in  this  Nation  Xo  let  the  French  becgme,  Matters  of 
it ;  but  in  all  Probability  they  depended  upon  their  natural 
Strength  ;  and  within  lets  than  half  a  Century,  when  France 
talked  very  big,  and  threatqned  in  relation. to  the.Sovereignty 
of  Nsufcbatel  and  Valingeni  tht  Swifs  were  fo  fa^  from  imw- 
ing  any  Concern  about  it,  th^t.tbey  were  ready  to  have  taken 
up  Arms,  if  Lewis  XIV.  had  not  immediately  changed  his 
Language. 

As  for  the  Houfe  of  Auflrioy  they  will  never  attack  or 
offend  the  Swifs  for  Fear  of  throwing  them  into  the  Arms 
€£  France^  and  there  is  no  other  Potentate  in  a  Condition  ia 
diilurb  them.  The  only  Point  of  their  Intcrcft  which  they 
feem  not  perfetSUy  to  underfland^  is  the  Power  they  l^ve  of 
protcfting  Italy  \  for  if  the  Princes  of  this  Country  could  be 
brought  to  enter  into  a  Treaty  of  perpetual  Neutrality,  and 
could  prevail  upon  t|ie  Swifs  Cantons,  in  Coufideration  of  an 
annual  Subfidy,  to  join  in  it,  and  keep  up  a  conftant  Body  of 
Troops,  to  give  Weight  to  that  Neutrality,  the  Ballance  thero 
might  be  efFe4tually  fettled  ;  but  private  Interefk,  and  the  am- 
bitious Views  of  Imall  Princes  as  well  as  great,  render  this  a 
'Tfaing  not  fo  much  to  be  ly^ped  for  as  wimed. 

Thus  we  have  maJc  flv^^^mpleat  Tour  of  Jtalyj  and  have 
taken  a  View  of  all  the,>]l^\;ig^ins^  Principalities,  and  Re* 
publicks,  of  which  it  confifls,  jLaafl  and  St.  Marino  excepted, 
'iirhich  are  not  of  Confequence  enough  to  claim. a  Place  in  a 
Work  of  this  Kind.  We  have  fccn  the  comparative  Strength^ 
and  the  natural  Interefts  of  all  thefe  Powers,  £rom  whence  it 
manifeflly  appears,  tliat  every  one  of  thefe  Potentates  have  in  rea- 
lity but  one  great  Objeft  which  ought  to  abforb  all  their  Views,  . 
and  that  is  Uie  Mainter  iice  of  the  Peace  of  Italy^  which  they 
have  Force  fufficient  to  accomplifh,  and  which  if  they  could 
agree  upon  a  general  Treaty  of  Neutrality  and  Guaranty, 
might  very  probably  be  maintained  without  any  Force  at  all, 
that  is  without  keeping  up  Land  Forces  for  that  Purpofe,  dif- 
tin^  from  thofc,  which  every  Power  will  judge  it  requifite 
to  keep  on  Foot,  for  the  Safety  of  its  own  Dominions.  This 
would  enable  them  to  turn  tne  Caics  of  their  icfpedtive  Co- 
ver a-* 


vermncnts  tQ  dieir  prapar^onbjdEly  wt    iV^dstfs  of  thoif 
Peqi^  ^dbploymg  tbB»ittth»Iiii|>iilirai  iW-cMdCoA- 
tricft  atf  inbahit^  ud  re*ituH|  that  CiinHmirrj  wliidi  wM 
onc^  and  migjic  beagun *»  Qpqr  of  Aril    TUitteII» 
derouafac  hoc  to japwi  »tho  ¥ifioaary  gchgawf rf  ar-pA^ 
^idal  Writer^  unarynirtfcrf  with  (be  Mafttai*  MWook 
aodSdEgu.  of.  dieiedM^Pk«PBn^.£iice  k  ii  ;r^     Tbiag 
in  which  tbdr  own  Audion  agrees  and  whidi  ia  it»  If  a&ne 
is  as  caqpdife  of  DeaioAfti«M .  tf ^7  Tltti%.flf  itttJCiiid 
can  be,  and.  thcrcfove  .oiq^  to  be  taiamr^  m  cefOfift 
and  cftaoiineB-  i  nitb> .  to.  wfaicb^  bonaevi^  :'Vi^ii^pMit'V# 
Prafiim'-of  lUbQ  baM  bMV  or  may  bej^iejtt 
and  wQ!  f«^  remain  unalmd  in  i^dl£^  andtcson 
Wtbjr  £hr  AttBodon  of^M^  who  from  n  xadottdwd"' 
monded  Arinct|»le  of  tnif  Pblkjr^  wiih  wdt  m  tUa^kdi 
tad  defini  rather  to  ibe  dM%caf]r  and  bappf»:  thaA  poor  mA 
opfuiSaif  and  diav  CoaMMi  .nch  and  flounflung,  than  bar* 
x«i  and  uaqiUvaied,  cQQtnrv  ID  tfie  Laws  of  Gm  ad  MaiL 
We  hire  libcwiie  fixn  jUrntt  indeed  coutlbeieeBr  na  oifcdF 
Way^  fisom  aiucciaS  DkdnAion  of  thdr  n^eftive  InttrtHir 
from  Hillocy,  what  the  icab&ucoei  ar&.  of  that  CoAduAK 
which  baa.  bUheito  countoade^  and  will  probab^  contingo 
to  hinder  dieirConcunienfla  JftdbUiihingdnspfauo  and  &r 
lutary  SvOem.     We  have  feen  in  /f«^  what  nw  aifo  be' 
leen  inmN^rtb^  in  (TtfraMa;;^  and  inderd  effety  wnece  eHci* 
tha^  the  Aabition  of  Princes^  the  Defitc  of  aggrandizing  oer^* 
tain  augiift  Families,  the  pcmicioiw  Inclination  of  puHuint . 
private  and  particular  View9»  inoonfiAent  with  ttnivenai  ProP 
perity,.  and  coniequently  ineonfiftent  with  themielves,  baiV 
feduced  thofe  who  have  the  P^xwer  of  comaandii^  odieK%  W^ 
enter  into  Confisderadet  upoa  pfauifiUe  Affearanoes,  and  fl&- 
ncrally  fpeaking  with  a  nUacioiis  Promife  of  fiipj^oitii^  MT 
Equality,   Indeocndency,  and  Tranquility  they  wtfe  tttBf' 
caiculated  to  delfaroy ;  andwt  have  hen  to  bow  litde  Plirpdie 
long  and  bloody  Wan  have  been  carried  on^  inttnonfe  lVea»« 
fures  iquandcred,  the  real  Weliare  of  the  People  negfeded,  *tiU 
through  downright  Weakneft  and  Weariners,  aU  P^ies  have*' 
been  content  to  let  their  ijuarreb  refl^  tilltbcv  recovered 
Strength,  and  compailed  the  Means  of  reviving  mem  i^ny 
we  have  feen  that  as  &tal,  and  as  fruitlefi,  as  thefe  CmtenticMt ' 
have  been,  the  Seeds  <^  them  ftill  remain,  and  we  have  to#-^ 
much  Reason  to  fear  will- fluxit  once  more  even  in  our  Timcii  '*- 
We  have  feen   this,  but  to  ^n^iat  Purpoie  f   To  deTpair  per*  ' 
haps  of  ever  fteiitg  it  otherwife^  but  not  to  dcfpair  of  ieeif^ 

.     .  ■    that-' 
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hat  Ruin .  of  the  Balhnce  of  Power,  that  tofal  Confufton^ 
Mnd  entire  Sufaieftion  of  this  fine '•Country  to  the  Lufts  *of 
an  ambitions  Faoiilf,  prevented;  if -not  fironi  a -generous 
Zeal  for  Liboty^  vet  by  a  dextrous  Management  pf  repugnant 
Ipterefls,  and:  coniDining  the  Views  for  private  AJvants^  To 
M  to  anfwov  ui.'feme'Meafure^  die-  Ends  of  a  virtuous  and  pub* 
lick  SpiriL  ..  .'-^   -."     .  :-  -  • 

.    To  ice,'ai|A  So  underftand  dib  thoroughly,  'ftilT'ts,   and 
always  has  -been  a  Point  of  very  hi^  Confequence  even  to 
thofe  who  have  iKKOthcr  Concern  in^Matters  of  this  JECind,  than 
to  know  when:  they  go  wrongs  and  when  they  go  right,  what 
political  Meafiires  are  undertafcen  upon  juft,    fJlndent    and 
inrafticable  Phndplesy  when  entmdupon  mthoutdtie  Confi- 
dcntioiiy  to  anfwor  fome  inunediatfy  and  yet  unnecefiary  Eiid, 
•r  upon  Grounds  ialie  or  ftudiouftymifireprefented;  this  I  call 
not  only  an  entataining,  ufefiil,  and  noble  Part  of  Knowledge, 
in.  comparifon    o£  diofe   little    mean    and    trifling    Studies 
tbat  frequently  take  up   a  great  deal   of  Time,   without  a* 
doming  or  elevating  the  Mind,  but  aUb  a  weighty  and  impor- 
iMit  Science, Jbecaufe it  putsitinour  Power  to  be  a  Check 
iipon  thofe  who  have  the  Dixadioii  of  our  Finances  and  na- 
val Power,  to  difcover  their  Miflafcw>  or  their  wilfully  facri- 
iicine  national  Concerns  to  miniflerial  Interefts,  and  on  the  other 
Hand  gives  ua.  theLCapacity  of  vcploding  the  daufible  Ha- 
tai^es  of  &liePatriotB,^ho  by  a  theatrical  Ddivery,  and 
pai^ick  OidtQiif.diftra£^  the  Minds  of  the  Vulgar,  and  excite 
tfieii:  Paffionaagainft  diofe  wfaoifc  ConduA,  for  want  of  •  pro- 
pac  JUghtSf  it.is  impoffible  for  them  to  undcrftand.     We  may 
d^gprefore  bc^convinced^  that  how  vain  a  Thing  fpever  it  may 
be.to  hope  that  political  Perfection  ftom  Men  in  public  Oifice^ 
'mtj^ih  is^  never  to  be  eacpe£lcd  among  tiiem,  confidered  in  their 
piLV^te  QapacitieSf  yet  it  is  really  worth  while  to  know  wherein 
that  PerfcdUon  confiib,  and  the  Methods  by  which  it  may  be 
apuoached^  .ibo^  not  abfoiutely  attained. 

■  jBut  to  refumci  our  Subjed.  Thofe  who  have  tfuly  at  Heart 
the  maintaining  the  Ballance  in  Jtafyy  muftbe  furc  *'--  i.ive  it 
cqpftantly  in  ti^ir:  Eye,  and  to  lyatch  carefully  ali  t1)e  citps 
that  may  be  purfued  to  fubvert.it.  .  It  is  true,  tliat  Stops  of  this 
(Cifid  may  be  taken,  without  any  dire£t  Breach  cf  Treaties, 
uijl.  in  that  c^fet  .it  mav  not  :be:pofliblc  to  prevent  them, 
pediaps  not  prudent  to  intermeddle  with  them;  but  it  may 
be.  very  rcafonablc  to  vemonftmte  to  fuch  of  the  Italian  Powers 
IS'  are  neutral  in  Xmch  Traniadtions^  the  Confequences  that 
iiay  .attend  tbem^   to  which  thofe  Powers  would  willingly 
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hearken,  beeaufe  it  ^  is  dteir  tttte'^iuld  itetond  InteMftr  and 
it  19  alfo  Tety  far  frwn  being  Imftroboblii,  that  ther  may  is 
return  fum^  Methods  prefer  tfra'ttfeftual  fx  the  mvntm 
of  foch  &pils  i^  wttjMf  Mixei  fwrni  them- 1  fmm  ihej  an 
firft  to  be  cxpofed  to  tbenn  lb  it  it  impofible  that  thqr  umH 
be  the  hft  in  con(tcMf5  fltml  cDrnpyehtUdtfiff  ihtiiu  Thm 
hiay  in  Time  produce  Treaties  of  another  Natuvr  than  'tUi 
Age  has  feein,  feunied  iiot  on  Vieiimo^privaasifnapdlyor  Am* 
bition,  but  on  the  felid  Bafis  of  publick  Utillt^v  not  Ittilily  Has 
gotiated  to  ferve  a  pardodiur  Ettd^  but  thofbughly  weina^ 
Sn6  maturely  deliberated  MbreCh^are  iinaHy  cofldiidad  • 
Hiftoty  Will  inform  us,  that  her^ofore,  and  ewm  (b  late  m 
the  \zK  general  War,  ocoifioned  by  the  Sp^Jb  SoxxaBamr  di 
Cbmmonweakha  of  f^iw/nr  and  Gemtty  the  Pope,  and  tbtGnwi 
Duke,  'wtre  iiwsm  neotral,  flid  odier Princes  would-hiM  beta 
fo  ifthey  could.  It  muflrbe  cenfefled,  thaC  Things  hav«iinc» 
tiMwiA  their  Appearance  I'^bu^  if  this  proves  fomethii^  againft 
bur  Notibn  in  one  Refpedv  it  pvdv^  more  for  it  in  mMm^ 
for  as  they  hdve  chane^,  diey  may  change  a^in.  Thmisa 
certain  great  PHnce  c?  halff  whom  upon  thu  Occaiion  I  wH 
not  name,  that  nuiy  find  it  expedient  to  make  a  Semblance  of 
chang^g  his  Maxims,  for' doing  which>  he  cannot  be  made 
tefponliHe  by  his  former  Allies^  Unce  they  fettled  and  changcl 
thdr  Plin  witfiout  him ;  but  beyoind  a  queftion  that  Prihcc  wil 
go  no  farther  in  a  bad  Road  tnan  Necelfity  carries  him^  and 
v^eneter  he  fees  a  tolerable  Provifion  made  for  the  Support  <£ 
the  true  Ihttrefts  of  Itafyj  he  wiU  follow  the  Examfrie  of  Ms 
Anceftors,  and  recur  to  the  Interefts  of  hii  trqe  Friends,  aad 
the  Maintenance  of  the  old  Gauie  with  Pkaftire*  There  cm 
be  no  quefKM  that  the  Stuffs  Cantons  and  their  Aliiea  would 
countenance  fuch  a  Defign  to  die  utmoft  of  their  Power ;  and 
if  it  (hould  be  fuggefled  that  they  dnive  by  Wars^  the  Anfwer 
h  obvious,  provided  thoie  Wars  are  at  a  Diftance^  and  coil- 
fequently  not  in  Ita/y.  A  defenfive  Alliance  like  this  midit 
have  always  Strength  fufficient  to  keep  the  Ballance  even^  ey 
joining  their  Forces  to  thofe  of  the  weaker  Side,  difclaiming 
all  ambitious  Dcfigns  of  Conqueft,.  and  prefcribing  as  the 
fettled  Terms  of  Peace,  every  Slate's  being  contented  wkh  its 
own  Dominions.  One  fuccefsful  Trial  of  diis  Sort  wouM  be 
fufficient ;  for  when  certain  reftlets  and  ambitious  Powers  6lW 
an  Alliance  fabfifting  upon  fuch  Principles,  thmr  would  Judge 
it  proper  not  only  to  fubmit  to»  but  aMb  ta^fiufil  tbeir  Trait- 
ties,  a  Thing  otfacrwife  aoc  whtmpoBM^'*'^ 

t    .  '  The 
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The  only  formidable  Objedion  that  Can  be  made  to  this 
Scheme,  is  the  Want  of  external  Al&ftance  of  Force  and  Mo-, 
ney,  becaufe  Experience  fhews,  that  the  bcft  difpofed  States 
in  Italy  are  not  inclined  to  rifk  their  own  Safety,  by  entering 
into  a  League  for  thefe  ialutary  Purpofes,  to  countenance  whichy 
howe\'er,  fome  fucceisful  Precedents  might  be  mentioned  in 
former  Times.  But  die  true  Solution  of  this  Diliiculty  muft 
arife  from  (hewing,  that  there  arc  in  Europe  certain  Powers^ 
that  have  no  other  foreign  In terefls  but  that  of  fupporting  the 
BaU^ice,  and  that  in  this  Uiey  have  fo  near  a  Conctrn,  as  to 
render  them  always  willing  to  venture  both  liuir  Forces  an4 
their  Treafures  to  pre{ei*ve  the  Freetiom  and  independency  of 
their  Neighbours  and  Allies.  And  this  fully  obviates  the  Db<* 
jo£iton,  and  plainly  proves  tk^t  it  is  not  only  poffible,  but 
praiSicable,  to  preferve  the  Peace  and  promote  tlic  Profperity 
of  Italic  in  caic  thofe  Italian  Poicatates  that  have  no  private 
Interefis  incompatible  with  that  of  the  publick,  will  exert 
themfelvcs,  and  concur  to  make  fuch  Meafures  eitedtua]  as  are 
reauiiitefor  their  own  Prefervation.  To  be  Spec^ors  of  Mif- 
chieis  they  cannot  prevent,  is  a  great  Misfortune,  yet  no 
Crime ;  but  to  look  upon  a  Fire  at  its  firft  breaking  outy 
without  ufing  die  Means  to  quench  it  which  are  in  their  own 
Hands,  till  the  Conflagration  becomes  irrefiftible,  is  Madneis 
and  Folly,  and  therefore  not  to  be  fufpedted  in  thofe  Govenv 
mcnts,  which  have  been  for  Ages  celebrated  for  a  fteady  Ad- 
Jherence  to  wife  Maxims.  But  it  is  now  high  Time  to  leave 
Itafy^  the  Intcrefts  of  which  have  been  fo  largely  difcufled  for 
Reafons  already  affigned,  and  which  to  the  ingenious  and  well 
meaning  Reader  cannot  but  prove  fatisfa^^ory ;  and  to  proceed 
without  Delay  to  what  remains,  in  order  to  complcat  our  poli«« 
deal  View  of  the  Intcrefts  of  Ghriftendom. 

.  This  leads  us  to  fpeak  of  the  Maritime  Powers^  and  firft  of 
that  Rtpublicky  which  tho'  the  laft  eredlcd,  is  by  far  the  moft 
powerful  in  Europe,  the  United  Provinces,  and  then,  by 
Way  of  Conclufion,  of  the  foreign  Intere/is  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. Thefe  were  defigned  to  be  the  laft  Chapters  of  the 
Book,  becaufe  our  Intention  was  not  barely  to  amufe  and  en- 
tertain the  Reader  with  hiftorical  Relations  and  political  Re- 
marks, but  to  make  them  fubfervient  to  more  ufeful  Purpofes, 
by  infpiring  a  true  Senfeof  what  is  meant  by  Publick  Li- 
berty, the  Independency  of  Europe,  and  the  CcrMMow 
Cause  ;  Terms  that  ought  by  no  Means  to  be  confounded 
widi  the  Cant  IVords.oi  a  Party,  calculated  to  amufe  the  Minds, 
bewilder  the  Underfhndings,  and  inflame  die  PafTiors  of  the 

H  h  Z  Vv\^aT  \ 


I      0'!.''       " 


r*§nr'{'-btil^l!!Si*t'«iW  proper  Xnnffiom  of  Thingi  Aatcoo-. 
cerri  ike  Piaieei  Aft  Safey  and  WtiCgmtf  of  Mankind,  wlih^- 
.it-befl«v«»tlK>^wlio  Ain  st'£(titigiiii}w)g  diendUv 
iftn^  i^My  t»  cpmprehau^idunn^y  to  c^gcft,  uakuOf 
tp-'tniuhtiBtt,  tu  ftr  u  dieiT'd^fof  j<ar»ii:e«teBd&  Hqm 
ih«Mdn  ."«4ioih  ui  Age'lifce  tMsooukl  fetibg)orioutaSiio>i 
je£t  hi  ■zlA^  Sotni9,u  that  it  Qiould  bc.^niendly  fecni 
aai  ar^oV^^jr  ippH^tcnd^  -We  might  tbm.  tu^  to  &q 
that  dirme-SpiHt  revived,'  «Udi'  odce  .etoUed  u»  in  the  veg 
Dawn  of  our  Afariti'mt  Pwwtr^  'to  break  dtt  Cbwju  of  £tii^ 
to  JRTtt  difc  Smt^  u  Sh^  AwKif  i>r«^plnfi(Qtlv  caM  % 
ef  thit|pMM!te(X^\riioronD«ldie  wiTeft  FJanx^M^ostf 
Mii^trrt  ttl"t)ifle,  whh  the  Aftfianoe  of  Hnven  (ever  to  ,b 
etpcSea- ih' tenfemdtng  Basku)  hia  amindik-Jfniiadaf  aga 

iKaittifr'-,.^^  «irf';Mfjf%.j!'Ajid  fanr  litis  caBK  to  pal%w$ 


CHAP.    XIV. 

AfuceihB  Account  of  the  Rijr,  Trogrefs,  and  Efia- 
blijbmnt  of  tbe  1&pt(blick  of  the  UriiledPrffvittceSt 
ibe.  Sources  of  tbe  amaiing  Succefi  of  its  Stdije3s 
in  Commerce^  end  the .  quick  Growth  of  tbetr 
NiTOalPrmier,  tb?  Nature  of  their  ihmefiick  Go- 
vernmepi  truly  Jiated,  and  tbeit  real  Interejlt 
vfith  Regard  to  the  njitf  tbe  Powers  ^Europe 
imfartially  conjidefed;    " 

UPON  the  Dedeniion -of  that  Empire whidiCSw-foM^ 
M^tei  in  theWeft^  the  Countries  of  tower  Grrmai^, 
which  had.  made  %  fart  of  it,  fell  under  difTcrcnt  Modes  i^ 
GovenuP«*»  in  refpoft  to  the  Title  of  tlic  Hnircitii;  Magi  rtrate, 

.and  fome  Points  of  Form  in  regard  to  tlic,  Adminiftradon  of 
Afiain,  $ut  with  refpe^  to  3ie  fundamental  Principles  of 
Rule,  th^fiun^  .  That  is  tg  fey,  the  Governors  under  various 
Names  toojc  upon  th^n  the  lupremc  Dignitv,  by  the  Conlbit 

.  t^  the  People,  to  which  they  were  cquaSy  itidcMed,  both  let 
toeii  Pf  wer  and  for  theit  Titles^,  there  bcii^  nothvng  clearer 
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Ml  Hiflory,  than  that  the  Inhabitants  of  tfade  Countries  had 
^ver  high  Notions  of  Liberty,  and  would  no  fiuther  fubmit  to 
Rule,  than  they  thought  rcquiiite  for  their  own  Good.  It  wa» 
with  this  VieW)  that  they  were  content  to  have  one  fu^oiae 
M^iftrate,  who  was  to  prefide  in  their  Councik  in  Times  of 
Peace,  and  to  be  at  the  Head  of  their  Forces  in  the  Field  when 
they  were  obliged  to  make  War ;  but  the  Regulation  of  civil 
Afiairs,  by  repealing  old,  and  making  new  Laws,  and  the 
Power  of  giving,  raifing,  and  appropriating  the  publick  Ro« 
venues,  was  in  the  Gcnend  Aflemhly  of  die  States,  compoicd 
of  the  Nobility,  Clergy,  and  Cities. 

Thefe  Provinces,  according  to  the  common  ComputatioOy 
were  feventecn  in  Niunber,  ^z.  four  Dukedoms,  Brahant^ 
Ltmhurgh^  Luxemburg',  and  Gsuidres ;  feven  Earldoms,  Flanders^ 
jfrtolsy  Hainaaltj  Holland,  Zealand,  Namur^  and  Zutpben ; 
five  Lordfhips,  Frie/Iand,  Af alines^  Utrecbty  OveryffiUy  and  Gro* 
ningen ;  and  Antwerp^  which  has  the  Title  of  the  Marquiiate  of 
the  Roman  Empire.  Thcfc  Provinoes  were  anciently  ruled,  each 
by  its  Prince  or  Lord,  but  afterwards  feveral  or  them  were 
etdwr  by  IiAieritancc^^ MarriagpSt  .or  Contrads,  united  toge- 
ther, till  moft  of  them'  fell  to  the  Share  of  the  Hou(e  of  jBi/r- 
^ndy^  from  whence  they  came  to  the  Houfe  of  Aujhia^  by  the 
Marriage  of  Maxhmlian  I.  who  had  married  Alary  the  only 
Daughter  of  Charles  firnamed  the  Hardy ;  and  were  after- 
-vrards  all  united  under  Charles  V.  who  governed  them  in  Pc^e 
and  Profperity.  He  was  a  Native  of  Ghenty  and  had  both  a 
paternal  and  fraternal  AfFcflion  for  the  People  of  the  Low 
Countriesy  and  therefore  met  with  a  reciprocal  Return  of  Duty 
and  Loyalty  from  them. 

His  ion  and  Succeilbr  to  the  Crown  oiSfain^  and  the  Pof* 
fcilion  of  the  Low  Countries^  Philip  IL  was  by  no  Means  of  his 
Difpofition,  but  beheld  in  the  Light  of  Sedition  whatever 
crofted  his  abfolutc  Will  and  Pleauirc;  tho*  in  forming  his 
Rcfolutions  he  had  ihewn  ever  fo  little  Regard  to  the  Laws  ai\d 
Liberties  of  his  Subjedb.  He  conceived  the  higheft  Prejudice 
.againft  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries  before  he  quitted 
them,  for  he  was  there  at  the  Time  of  his  Father's  Rcfignation^ 
joti  account  of  the  Application  made  to  him  by  the  States, 
-that  he  would  withdraw  the  foreign  Troops,  confide  the  De- 
fence of  the  Fortrefles  to  the  national  Forces,  and  beftow  all 
Places  of  Truft  and  Profit  upon  the  Natives.  He  is  allowed  to 
Jiave  been  a  confummate  Politician ;  but  fuch  as  allow  him  this 
Charader,  muft  of  NecelHty  except  his  Conduft  in  the  Low 
Countries^  which  was  certainly  the  very  Revise      He  dif- 

H  h  3  obliged 


'^iged  ihe  People  to  fud)  a  Degree^  astoiprciMl  mimi^Aim 
a  imiTttial  Spirit  of  DifefitB&tqii^  .ana  at  wc  ^t  Tipie  fim 
ihem-a  Head»  br  maltneatins  the  Prince  of  Of:mige  m  fii&  Y 
Afanno;  as  ho  Man  of  hisl^anlc  could  encltijr&  Thofe  ^RPho 
love  reiuK^d  Strokes  in  Governxiieot»  have  fuggefted  diat  Kii^ 
,PbiEp  did  all  diis  bj  Befign^  in  tfopes  of  becomii^  ablbhAe 
Mafter  of  the.Provinces,  and  eDJojing  befides  tfie  coidlcated 
Efiates  of  tfie  Prince,  which  were  very  large,  and  ofgieat  Va- 
lue. If  it  was  poffible  to  believe  dus  tnw^  it  foigfA  miA 
Joftice  be^&id,  that  the  King  waut  as  mudi  diiappointed  as  lie 
deferved  to  he.  The  Scveritjr  of  thofe  he  intnmed  wi^  0tt 
'Govefiunent,  <irove  the  People  to  take  up  Arms;  and  the 
vprinceiof  Orffi^^,  who  could  not  .fee  his  Country  niinedL  and 
^ii  Countrymen  deftrpy^  without  R^;ret,  refented  at  laft  thdr 
jDUf^  and  bis  own  with  To  mych  spirit,  as  laid  the  Foim- 
datioh  of  tbe  Pjropl^s  liberties^  zpd  of  titt  Grandeur  oF  his 
SuocdSbrs* : . 

-  WilSam  of  Nif^  the  iirft  of  that  Nan^e^  l?rince  efOr^e^ 
to  whom  Cardinai  GfaivelU  gpive  -  tbe  Strname .  of  the  Sihft^ 
'mav  bejuftly  flitod  the  ]^oui>der  of  (his  Repubjick.  He  was 
endowed  widi  great  Qualities  by  Natur^  which  were  improved 
by  coitftant  Sti^y,  and  an  excellent  Education,  in  which  he 
had  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  for  his  Tutbr,  who  took  him  for 
hk  Page  when  he  was  tw^vc  Years  cJd,  whom  he  fervcd  for 
nine  Years,  and  by  whom  be  vras  trufted  with  the  greateft  Se- 
crets of  State,  at  an  Age  when  otliers  could  have  scarce  com- 
prehended them*  He  preferred  him  at  the  Age  of  two  and 
twenty  to  all  his  old  Generals,  and  gave  him  tl)e  Command 
of  an  Anny  when  his  Afiain^  were  in  the  moft  critical  Situa- 
tion* If  It  was  furpa:i2ing  that  fo  wife  and  great  a  Monarch 
Ihould  have  fuch  a  Confidence  in  a  Perfon  fo  young,  it  is  ftiU 
more  furprizing  that  he  ihould  juftify  that  Confidence  by  his 
Behaviour,  more  efpccially  when  he  had  to  do  with  the  ableft 
and  moft  experienced  Officers  of  that  Age,  He  was  bom  to 
a  great  Succeflion  in  Gervwnyj  the  Low  Countries^  the  County 
of  Burgufufyj  and  in  France^  and  coming  early  to  fo  large  a 
Fortune,  he-  lived  with  that  Magnificence  wim  which  it  ena- 
bled him  to  live,  and  added  LuSre  to  the  Court  from  which 
he  received  the  Honours  due  to  his  Birth,  and  nothing 
more.  He  had  a  Magnanimity  that  neither  Profpcrity  could 
elate,  or  Adverfity  dcprefs  i  his  Wifdom  enabled  him  to  aft 
in  all  Situations  ;  he  was  never  wanting  in  his  Duty  to  his 
Prince,,  till  his  Prince  rendered  that  Duty  a  Folly,  by  with- 
•  iniwing  his  Proteftion,  and  laying  Snares  for  his  Life;  his 
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Courage,  hisConftancy,  his  Sinccrfty,  attra<&cd  the  Fricndfliip 
of  the  Nobles  j  his  Probity  fecured  him  the  Refpcd,  his 
Affability  gained  him  the  Affcftion  of  the  People.  All  Ranks 
and  Degrees  of  Men  looked  up  to  him  in  dwir  Diftrcfs,  as 
the  only  Perfon  who  could  protcft  them  ;  he  repaid  their  Con- 
fidence hy  a  gerrtTous  Contempt  of  Danger,  and  facrifxcd  his 
hereditary  P'ommc  for  tlieirPrefen'ation."  With  all  thdc  Vir- 
tues he  could  not  efcape  Envy  ;  but  he  did  more,  he  triumphed 
over  it ;  he  bore  with  the  calling  in  the  Archduke  Maithies^ 
and  then  with  a  Prince  cf  the  Blood  of  Frcr.cf^  as  willing  to 
yield  to  any  thing  that  might  favc  his  Country  from  Deftruc- 
tion ;  and  when  tncfe  Hopes  were  found  vain,  he  "was  con- 
tent to  take  up  Things,  defperatc  as  they  were,  and  by  his 
Prudence  laid  the  Foundation  of  the  publick  Freedom,  by  en- 
gaging the  Provinces  of  Gucldres^  Holla^id^  Zealand^  Friezkntd^ 
and  tftrecbtj  to  aflbciate  for  their  mutual  Safety  in  1579. 

The  great  Difficulty  in  rendering  a  People  free,  who  have 
felt  the  Weiglit  of  Tyranny  only  for  a  (hort  Time,  docs  not 
confift  fo  much  in  pcrfuading  them  to  hazard  their  Lives  and 
Fortunes,  by  taking  up  Arms  againft  their  Oppreflbrs,  as  in 
prex'ailing  on  them  to  iubmit  to  fuch  Regulations  as  are  abfo- 
lutely  necefTary  for  conducing  their  Affairs  to  a  happy  Ifliic. 
The  Prince  of  Or^;?^^  experienced  this  from  tlic  very  Begin- 
ning^ of  the  Civil  Wars  in  the  Low  Countries^  to  the  Time  of 
hisDcmife.  He  felt  it  however  moft  towards  theClofeof  his 
Lifr,  when  the  Duke  of  Alencon^  by  his  rafli  and  perfidious 
Attempt  upon  Antwerp^  excited  the  People  to  abhor  the  French 
as  much  as  they  had  ever  done  the  Spaniards.  In  the  Aficm- 
bly  of  the  Staffs  Gef:eral  at  Dort^  it  was  with  extreme  Difficulty 
that  he  prevented  them  from  difcovering  their  Rcfentment  with- 
out Refer\'^e,  by  rcprcfenting  that  it  was  not  only  impoffible 
for  them  to  think  of  refifting  both  x\\c  French  znd Spaniards^  but 
likewife,  that  the  only  probable  Means  of  defending  themfcUes 
againft  the  latter,  was  by  fecuring  the  Fricndlhip  and  Protec- 
tion of  the  former.  Some  Mention  was  made  in  ibis  Affcm- 
bly  of  giving  the  Title  of  Count  of  Holland^  with  all  the  Pre- 
rogatives annexed  to  it,  to  the  Prince  of  Orange -^  but  the 
States  were  too  fond  of  their  Sovereignty  to  liftcn  to  any  fuch 
Thing ;  and  thofe  who  were  Enemies  to  his  Serene  Higbnefs 
and  his  Family,  have  token  Care  to  reprcfcnt  this  to  Poflcrit}'^, 
as  a  direft  Proof  of  his  boundlefs  Ambition,  which  confiderinj; 
the  limited  Authority  of  thofe  Princes,  and  th^  extreme  Danger 
the  People  were  in  of  being  reduced  by  Force  of  Arms  under 
the  abfolutc  Power  of  tlic  Kin?^  of  Spain^  is  a  very  unjuft  Im- 
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putation,  perhaps  tre  fiiould  not  cany  Thingi  too  fiuv  if  wa 
filled  it  a  grouiidleis  Calumny.  ^  that  he  Gould  obtain  «f 
that  AfTcmbly,  ymi  to  fend  an  EmtniTy  to  the  Duke  of  AUncmt^ 
with  Inftrudions  to  n^otiate  an  Accommodation  ^t  they 
might  not  be  to^Iy  deprived  of  the  AiEftance  of  France^  ana 
while  at  his  Requol  they  thus  happily  temporized*- Providence 
delivered  them  from  their  Fears  on  this  Side,  bv  the  Death  of 
that  Duke,  which  happened  on  the  loth  oijmte  1584. 

The  News  of  theDuke  oiAlencwi%  fudden  ifnot  violent  Deadi 
was  brought  to  the  Prince  diOromge^  by  a  Perfon  who  afiinned 
the  Name  of  Francis  Guyon^  and  pretended  to  be  the  Son  of  one 
PeUr  Guyon  of  Bezancon,  who  had  been  put  to  Death  on  d» 
Score  of  his  being  a  Proteftant,  to  which  Religion  this  young 
Man  appeared  to  be  a  zealous  Bi^ot.    His  Highncis  had  em-» 
ployed  him  in  fcvcral  Affairs  of  Importance,  in  which  he  had 
difcharged  his  Truft  with  great  Diligence  and  Integrity.     Hit 
true  Name  was  Babhaxar  GerhanL  a  Native  of  Burgundy^  and  ' 
about  the  Age  of  twenty  fevcn,  a  Man  of  a  determined  Spirit, 
deep  DiiEmulation,  and  a  furious  Papift.      He  took  the  Ad- 
vantage when  the  Prince  was  juft  rifen  from  his  Dinner,  in  his 
Palace  at  Delfts  and  was  calling  for  a  Standifh  in  order  to 
fign  a  Paflport  for  this  Man  to  take  another  Journey,  to  dif- 
charge  a  Piftol  laden  with   three  Bullets  direiSlly  againft  hit 
Highncfs's  Brcafi,  of  which  Wound  he  immediately  died  with- 
out fpeaking  a  Word.     The  daring  AfMin  had  taken  his  Mea- 
fares  for  his  Efcape  with  great  Sagacity,  and  was  very  near  ef- 
fcfting  it.     Being  feized,  he  avowed  the  Fa^Sl*,  and  afiirmed, 
that  if  it  was  to  do  apin,  he  would  perform  the  fame  Thing; 
and  in  this  he  not  only  perfifted  throughout  all  his  Examina- 
tion?, but  even  in  the  Midft  of  thofe  Torments,  in  which  he 
ended  his  mifcrable  Life,  without  ever  owning  a  Syllable  of 
the  Confpiracy  of  which  he  was  barely  the  Executioner.     Moft 
of  the  Dutch  Writers  charge  this  Murder  upoii  the  Spaniards^ 
and  ijidccd  not  without  Reafon,  fince  by  an  Edift  dated  March 
^S->  ^S^^\  Philip  II,  Jiad   profcribed   the  Prince   of   Orange^ 
brandcc^  him  with  all  the  Crimes  imaginable,  exprcfled  in  the 
groficft  Language,  and  promifing  Pardons,  Honours  and  Re- 
wards  to  any  who  would  difpatch  him.     But  others  conildering 
tlic  Jundlurc  in  which  he  died,  believe,    that  BMhixar  re- 
ceived his  Inftru<Slions  in  a  Language  more  familiar  to  that 
CDuntry  than  Spanijh.     However  that  Matter  may  be,  it  is  cer« 
tain  that  the  Death  of  this  great  Man,  who  was  alwavs  the 
I):irling  of  the  Peo]^le,  and  whofe  Maxim  it  was  tliat  Happi* 
ncfo  ought  to  be  extended  to  dl  Ranks  and  Degrees,  that  the 
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Confdcnces  of  Men  fliould  be  free,  and  tTiat  whatever  was 
raifed  on  the  Publick  Chould  be  fpent  in  the  publick  Serv-ice  ; 
I  (ay,  it  is  very  certain,  that  his  Death  was  equally  agreeable 
to  the  Partizansof' jjf^/ff,  and  to  the  high  Republicans  3  that 
is,  to  fuch  as  drfdaincd  to  have  any  other  than  a  King  for  a 
Mafter,  and  to  fuch  as  defpifed  theThought  of  having  any  Maftor 
at  aU.  The  poor  People  who  had  loft  their  Proteftor,  their 
Patron  and  their  Friend,  the  Soldiers  who  had  loft  an  Officer, 
who  without  Severity  maintained  moft  ftn  A  Difcipline,  and  the 
Friends  to  rational  Liberty,  who  in  lofine  him  were  appre* 
henfive  they  had  loft  all,  deplored  him  with  unfel^ed  Tears. 
Such  was  the  End  of  fVilliam  the  firft  Prince  of  Urangey  "Julf 
lOf  1584,  in  the  fifty  fecond  Year  of  his  Age. 

The  States  Gmeral^  as  foon  as  the  Prince  of  Orange  wa 
dead,  declared  thcmfclves  So^'c^eigns  of  the  United  Provinces, 
and  after  fecuring  to  themfdvcs  the  fupreme  Authority,  in 
Ccndefcenfion  to  the  general  Grief  of  their  Subjefb  celebrated 
the  Funeral  of  the  deceafed  Prince  with  great  Solemnity,  and 
decreed  the  higheft  Honours  to  his  Memory.  His  Highncfs 
had  been  four  Times  married,  and  had  Children  by  each  of  his 
Wives.  By  his  firft,  Arme  Daurfiter  to  Count  Egmontj  he  had 
PhiUp  Count  de  Buren^  and  a  Daughter  Mary^  who  married 
Count  Hohenhe.  Bv  his  fecond,  Anne  Daughter  of  Maurice 
Eleflor  of  Saxonyy  ne  had  Count  Maitrtcey  and  a  Daughter 
JEmUta,  who  married  Emanuel^  Son  to  Don  Antonio^  whom  the 
Spaniards  deprived  of  the  Kingdom  of  PcrtugaL  By  his  third, 
Charlotte  de  Bourhn^  of  the  Houfe  of  Montpenfier  he  had  fix 
Daughters.  And  by  his  laft  Wife,  Louifa  de  doligny\  Daughter 
to  the  Admiral  o\  France^  he  had  a  Son  Henry  Frederick  whom 
he  left  in  his  Cradle.  Phihp  Prince  of  Orange  at  the  Deceale 
of  his  Father  was  a  Prifoner  in  Spain ;  Count  Maurice  about 
the  Age  of  eighteen,  was  taken  from  his  Studies,  and  declared 
Governor  oiMolland  and  Zealand^  and  the  Nephew  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange^  fUlUam  de  Najfauj  was  declared  Stadtholder  of 
Friezelandy  from  whom  the  prefent  Stadtholder  of  the  Union  is 
lineally  dcfcended.  The  Stat^^s  General  found  the  Authority 
they  had  afllimed,  in  a  ftiort  Time  very  fevercly  fliaken,  by  the . 
Progreis  which  the  Duke  of  Parma  made,  in  taking  many 
Places  of  Importance,  and  at  length  befiegin^^;//ii^^,  which 
he  reduced  after  a  long  Blockade.  The(e  Misfortunes,  which 
were  very  near  overturning  their  new  Republick,  taudit  them 
how  great  their  Lofs  was  in  that  Prince,  whofe  civil  Skill  and 
military  Prudence  was  the  real  Source  both  of  their  Power  and 
gaiety.    In  this  Diftrds  they  were  as  ready  to  part  with  theh: 
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iTj  at.<tlil7lnd  been  to^lTuineit,  aniil  were  now  w'i- 
_  ^  to  ruomic  to  any  Mafttr  except  their  old  one  Wkh 
Ais  ViBsr|^.«ppUcn  thomfdvfs  ouce  mme  lo  fiatutjaai  the 
""^  ""  ^'  c&iund  tis  AiEiirs  too  much  cmbaiafled  >i 
o|£ai4ing  Subjects  at  a  Uii^nce  i  the)  nest 
I  tbemiclvea  >tD'Quecn  EUz^betht  from  whom  they  bat 
aixndj  derired  yery  gR:;it  Affiftaiict,  but  flie  too,  for  Rcafocs 
rof-Slrtet-njaded'tw  Propofition  i  yci  to  prevent  their  toij 
i  Bttip».coiiMfcaM)fltii  to,  liiei  r  Requefl  of  luving  one  of  the  prip- 
Ci|B!iNciUe^nen'4n.£itf/«i^ri;iu  over  to  fupply  tbcPIaceoftbo 
£ni)Cs  «f.Clnta(r<r  'Md  to  adaiintltei'  the  fuprejoe  Power,  both 
i^Ctvffuid  fnUittiy.  ,i„ 

-.!  Thi*  NohknUo  wu  RtlitK*  DujStf,  Ekfi  fft^ctfiMr,  % 
l>«tirf.yaTgwite,.Ji>fr««attCwiiMciir,  an(,'|iK,^fuj|icii^  Uin^ 
rifler .  o£.  Q^eea  MxAtiK  wivwi  tbo  ^|i»Pi#  .*pd  Z>atfcl  1(^ji- 
£ttn  by,  was  Aat  om  out  of  die  Qy^>  A^tioa.fi^  Iubi» 


•iba,  wkomi  liltdy.to  know, t(i«e..Tbu^.  ftcttvy  u„  .. 
Alt  he  wasfent  over  to  HtSand.hy  a  Sttoke  of.nis  oioiPb- 
ticf  i  Aat  Viy  thofe  Mfint>crs  of  the  Privy  Council  wtw  in^ 
moft  forward  in  advancing  him  to  this  Cha^p,  wilbed  hlni  tjie 
.  ieaft  Good.  It  ja  ceAain,  that  the  SttmiGntralUA  ootim- 
idafbod  the  Thing  at  all  in  this  Light,  but  bcUcvuig  that  be 
liad  an  abfiilute  Power  over  Mie  Queen,  eodeaygured  to  make 
their  Court  to  hinij  by  grantii%  him  almoft  an  at^plute  a  Pqwci 
over  their  Subjodt,  which  dirpleaf(:d  his  Miftr^  and  very  fiton 
pew  troubk^itne  to  themielvft.  The  £arl  tS  teiaj^  yiu  ^ 
complest  Comtiar,  and  a  ereajt  Statcfinan,  wbere  he  Jcnew  bis 
Ground,  but  either  peverkncw,  or  had  long  bdore  &u^  die 
Art  of  War.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  ^  m^de  byt  a  voy 
indifferent  Figure  beie,  l)xt'  he  (hewed  great  AhiUties  in  ni- 
Cng,  extending  and  nulntaining  as  gtrat  f  ower  as  any  F»- 
.vouritcev-erhad  in.fi^^t/.  Ui^  Campaign  in  ijs6  was  £tr 
-fram  doing  him  any  l£>aour,  the  Duke  of  P^nw  carried  every 
Thing  bdoie  him,  baffled  alilhc  Attempts  of  i^/c^^-,  »ndic- 
Jieved  Zaipbiw,  after  a  fharp  A'^qn,  in.  which  jEu  Philip  Sii- 
mej  was  mortaUy  -woiinded,  in  a  Adanper  that  railed  his  Repu- 
tation in  the  &me  Degree  that  i\  icwtSSs^  that  of^e  Miiiijh 
Etadtholder.  The  Earl  of  Ltiafier  hndijig  his  Condu^  dif- 
Jikedi  as  it  might  well  be  hy  the  StaUt^  ^  Jia  flxttcnng  the 
^inifters,  and  cajoling  the  People,  in  which  his  COH|itcif:it 
Piety  wrought  fo  ftronfily  with  the  former,  and  hit  dijlcmtiled 
patriotifm  had  fuch  £tfci£l&  on  the  latter,  as  threw  every  Thing 
-into  Coofidion  j  and  wheu  Mattcts  were  in  this  State,  he  ro- 
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turned  to  Engldnd^  leaving  the  DuUb  Affidxs  in  a  mudi  Ykxk 
Condition  than  he  found  them. 

AiK>on  as  the  Earl  was  gone,  the  States  General^  at  the  Per- 
fuafion  of  the  Penfionary  Barnevehy   declared  Prince  Maurice 
their  Captain-General,  and  made  his  Brother*in-law   Count 
Hcherdoe  his  Lieutenant,  which  gave  great  Offence  to  the  Court 
of  England^  but  was  undoubtedly  a  very  right  Step  with  re- 
gard to  their  own  Aiiairs.     But  Leicefter^  who  had  ftill  as  great 
Credit  as  ever  with  the  Queen  hLs  Miftrefs,  and  was  very  fond 
of  the  Title  of  Excellency,  and  the  Power  he  enjojred  in  /2tf- 
land,  refolved  to  return  thither  the  next  Year,  which  thcStattiy 
who  depended  upon  Queen  Elizabeth^s  AfJiftance,  could  not 
prevent,  and  were  therefore  forced  to  admit  him,  and  rellore 
him  in  a  great  Meafure  to  his  Authority,  which  he  managed 
worfc  than  before,  and  thereby  confirmed  the  Sufpicions  which 
the  States  liad  entertained,  on  Account  of  fome  of  his  Creatures 
betraying  the  Places  with  which  he  had  entruftcd  them,  to  die 
Spaniards,  He  made  two  or  three  unfucceisful  Attempts  to  relieve 
Sluy$y  and  the  fame  ill  Fate  fo^llowed  him  in  all  his  Underta- 
kings ;  fo  that  he  quite  loft  his  military  ChanuStcr,  if  indeed  he 
was  ever  cftecmed  a  e;ood  Officer,     By  this  Time  the  States 
had  difcovcrcd  their  A^iftake,  and  that  their  Complaints  againft 
him  would  not  want  powerful  Patrons,  which  encouraged  them 
to  deal  roundly  with  him,  and  plainly  with  his  Miftrds,  who 
thereupon  recalled  him,  and  appointed  the  Lord  IViUoughby^zn 
honeft  Man,  and  a  good  Officer,  to  conunand  her  Forces  in 
the  Low  Countries.     All  Hiftorians  agree,  that  a  little  before 
his  Departure,  .£«V$/?^r  encouraged  a  Confpiracy  at  Leyden^ 
which  coft  fome  Ptoj[^e  their  Lives.    He  is  accufed  by  fome 
fbreignWriters  of  attempting  to  make  a  Peace  between  Spain  and 
England  at  the  Expence  of  the  Dutchy  but  the  Proofe  of  this 
have  not  been  as  yet  produced.     There  is  yet  another  Charge 
in  Camden^  whicli  I  ihould  not  mention,  but  for  its  not  ap* 
pearing  in  any  of  the  Tranflations  of  his  Annals,  nor  even  in 
any  Edition  of  the  original  Latin^  except  that  of  Hearne^  print- 
ed from  a  Copy  coriefted  with  the  Author's  own  Hand.  This 
Charge  is,  that  he  had  framed  a  Uefign  of  fcizing  Prince  .^72^- 
rice  of  Naffau^  and  the  Pcnfionary  Eameveh^  and  fending  them 
over  Prifoners  into  England,      Whatever  the  P\iults  of  this 
Englifi)  Staddiolder  might  be,  the  EnfUJh  Troops,  and  the  £»^- 
Ufl}  Money  did  die  States  moft  ufefbl  and  acceptable  Service,  as 
themfelves  very  fully  acknowledge,  and  in  fome  Meafure  re* 

f)aid,  when  by  a  Stratagem  in  1588  they  contributed  not  a 
ittle  to  the  Deftru6tion  of  the  Spanijh  invincible  Armada,    in 
which  they  were  true  to  our  Intercfls  and  their  own. 
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Thte  NecdHty  they  were  under  of  hiving  a  Perlbn  tf  diflis« 
gmihed  Charader  at  die  Head  of  their  Armies,  and  the  InAaocet 
that  Count  Maurice  of  Najfau^  for  fo  he  called  himfelf  while  hit 
Elder  Brother  lived,  tho'  he  is  generally  ftiled  hj  Htflxrans 
Prince  Mavrict^  induced  the  &tatn  General  to  confule  their  Ar» 
miesto  him  in  the  (ame  manner  as  to  his  Father.    Hcwv 
indeed  the  true  Succtflbr  to  his  Virtues  and  Abilities;  which  ii 
not  at  all  ftrange,  fince  from  his  firft  Appearance  in  the  WoriJ, 
he  made  it  his  ibie  Study  to  coj^duit  ncrfde  Charaiflier,  agceeahk 
to  his  Device,  which  wzs  a  Tnee  cut  to  the  Stumps,  widi  a 
Shoot  growing  out  on  one  Side,  with  this  Motto,  Tarnkm  ft 
forcuhis  arhor.     It  has  been  already  obierved,  that  heenleml 
into  the  puUick  Service  at  feventeen,  and  at  the  Age  crf'tven*- 
4^-one  he  had  the  fupreme  Command.    He  (hewed  himielf  at 
ttiat  Time  not  at  all  inferior  to  the  Duke  of  Pmrma^  whoU 
teen  fo  long  efteemed  the  beft  Officer  in  Evarvpe  ;  and  which  is 
very  iingular,  tho'  no  Man  gave  greater  or   mom  fiequeat 
Tdlimohies  of  perfonal  Courage,  yet  he  diftingoiihed  himidf 
irery  eariy  by  Stratagems  of  War,  •  which  are  conunonly  the  £f- 
ie£is  of  deq>  Judgment  and  long  Experience*     He  was  at  the 
lame  Time  a  very  cntcrprizing  and  a  very  cautious  General ; 
enterprising,    as  he  often  undertook  Things  defperate,  and  in 
Appearance  impraiSHcable ;    cautious,  as  he  never  &iled   to 
execute  them  with  fo  much  Circumfpedion,  as  to  (hew  that  he 
did  not  depend  either  upon  Fortune  or  Force,  but  upon  Military 
&ilL     He  ftudied  old  Authors  carefully,  and  more  efpecially 
the  Writings  of  Cafar^  upon  which  it  is  iaid,  that  feveral  of 
his  Expeditions  might  be  confidered  as  Commentaries*    His 
Succefs  was  anfwerable  to  his  Coun^e  and  his  Abilities  ;  in  the 
fpace  of  twenty  Years  he  took  forty  Cities  and  Town*  of  Con- 
sequence, and  beat  the  Spaniardi  thrice  in  the  Field  with  great 
Difproportion  of  Numbers,  and  under  fome  other  Diiad vantages. 
As  his  Father  laid  the  Foundation,  fo  this  Prince  raifed  the 
Fabrick  of  the  Dutch  Rcpublick:,  delivered  them  from  the  Fear 
of  their  Enemies,  and  gained  them  the  Title,  as  well  as  gave 
them  the  Power,  of  a  fie^  and  independent  State. 

In  his  Time,  howev<er,  thofe  Divifionjj  arofe  which  fuhfifted 
ever  after,  and  which  many  think  are  not  yet  extinguiihed  in 
that  Commonwealth.  As  there  is  no  forming  any  Idea  of  the 
Domeftick  Intcre(b  of  the  United  Provinces^  without  having 
Jutt  Notions  of  the  Principles  to  which  both  Parties  have  pretend- 
ed, during  thefe  long  Difputes ;  it  will  be  neceflkry  to  treat  this 
Matter  freely  and  ^ly,  at  leaiLfo  £u:  as  is  confiftent  with  the 
Bounds  that  are  preicribed  to  this  Work  j  and  without  any  Pre- 
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jtidice  againft  one,  or  Prcpofll-flion  in  favour  of  the  other  Party, 
both  having  in  certain  Circumftances  (hcH'n  themfelvM  equally 
to  blame. 

The  Civil  War  in  the  Lew  C$untr!es  havine  lafted  full  forty 
Years,  and  brought  inexprcffible  Miferics  as  well  on  .the  Subie^ 
of  the  States  General,  as  on  thofe  who  remained  under  the  Obe- 
dience of  theHoufe  of  Aujiriay  the  wifer  and  better  Pait  of  the 
People  on  both  Sides  were  inclined  to  an  Accommodation. 
This  was  by  no  means  agreeable  to  Prince  Mawriie^  who  appre- 
hended a  Diminution  of  his  Power  was  the  principal  Obje£l 
aimed  at,  by  thofe  who  were  for  pacific  Meafures  among  the 
Dutch.  At  firft  the  French  King  Hefirj  the  Fourth  was  againft 
this  Pacification,  but  the  Pcnfioixarv  Barnevelt  having  reprefent* ' 
ed  to  him  by  the  Miniftcrs  of  the  Rf  publidc  at  Parisj,  that  thqr 
were  no  longtr  able  to  carry  on  the  War,  without  running 
every  Year  in  Debt^  that  by  Degrees  the  very  Intcreft  of  thdSi 
Debts  muft  become  a  heavy  Burthen,  from  which  it  was  im«- 
poilible  to  deliver  themfclves,  as  many  had  lent  their  whole 
Fortunes  to  the  Publick,  and  had  no  other  Subfiftence  than  by 
receiving  their  Intcrefl  regularly  ;  the  French  King  being  con- 
vinced,' promoted  that  Meafure  all  he  could,  fo  that  a  Truce  was 
concludol  in  1609  for  twelve  Years,  by  which  theRepublick 
was  left  free,  and  in  full  PoileiHion  of  thofe  Dominions  which 
had  been  acquired  during  the  War.  After  this,  the  Difputes 
between  Prince  Maurice  with  thofe  who  adhered  to  him,  and  the 
Penfionary  Barnevelt  and  his  Party,  rofe  very  high,  his  Highnefs 
being  extreamly  jealous  of  his  Authority,  and  fuch  as  oppoied 
him  no  leis  anxious  for  tHe  Prcfervation  of  their  Liberty^  which 
they  confidered  as  equally  loft,  whether  they  fubmitted  to  the 
Sovereignty  of  one  of  their  own  Countrymen,  or  a  Stranger. 

It  happened  very  unluckily  for  the  publick  Tranquility,  that 
at  this  Time  there  arofe  religious  Difputes  about  the  Dodrines 
of  Grace  and  Prcdcftination,  which  divided  the  whole  Nation 
into  two  Parties,  under  the  Tide  of  Arminians  and  Gomarijls. 
The  Penfionary  Bcmevelt  was  in  the  Sentiments  of  the  former^ 
but  out  of  regard  to  the  Peace  of  his  Country,  was  inclined 
to  have  ftiflcd  thcfe  Difputes  by  a  publick  £di£^  which  Prince 
Maurice  and  his  Party  who  took  the  contrary  Side  prevented  5 
and  laying  hold  of  this  Opportunit}',  inflamed  the  Minds  of  the 
Populace  to  the  highcft  l^ecree,  by  rcprefcnting  the  Arminians 
as  fecretly  inclined  to  the  i>pamards ;  and  under  thcfe  and  other 
Pretences,  making  ufe  of  the  Attachment  of  the  Army  to  his 
Perfon>  the  Prince  ventured  to  make  bvos  bold  Alterations  in  the 
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pMAe> feitttM ^am  n  AMtMAkusiuK^  in  ilie.\H[ffiiaMy 
ct  At  Statu  G^MT^  ,  » 

\TheDdMi*of  vEUiM^Pr^  f  618;  iMtkliMlttic^ 

kcv^  »ided  :to'die  Tidek  tbfe  €!rttdit  ami  tii&r#ifatii^of ihr 
SlbM»iieDybcrMlftd  to  ^yAHOmg^  to  EittittJiitoiyiit 
kkAdM&rid^  ahdtbcnfortiGaiuMPatofioniff  Jfa^ 

fiM«r  PoQ&MBrf  t)f  mrfffdhw>>wd  dteSitMr^dlp  yjrtdMbijf 

ffUjuJimif  fii  iIm  fif  ift  I  iirrTmyr,  nHrrrfUmi  imiiily  iKflMnwlliii 

|i^l)idir<a^tia/tndb7«hefa^FM>^  JfahiMI 

aiiH<  life  ondbir  Sacrifice,' beiw«tti^-4Pte^ 

CmiBk^  befeie  Jodges:  whoiiAed  by  CdmrtufioiiVfitxir  tta  ttiii 

Amrd;  \dbcHiirrBdh7  had  no 

Kad  bom  revi^  ib  guikjr^  the  Sum  of  jyUtttf  Ung  UlUk 

^odgdf  I'  buf'thcynaTin^talKai^hui  under  Micii^ifibafejjA  flratii^ 

tioit;  trocnntlm  toierve  the  narpofis  of  IjiBiitnedM^  mkm 

ytULiStomVoBtsd^  h^  condaftiilod'^o^tnc  Jndgai  MMfeRicRiiaaHi 

aikri  esBotoM  hfab  the  neztDayJ-  Tho^  he  wsn^n^viasd^  ofiibfttK 

3y  he  died  with  the  &me  Cahnnefit  and  Coakagd  he  'Adfei  itt 
\  fte  A£tions  of  hi?  Life,  and  his  Death  fvodWcfcd  tberdtoft 
oontnuy  Effiefi  to  that  which  was  expefied  from  ilL     -    :  > 

Prince  Mauriuof  Orange  found  fats  Authority  mere  gqiici  Jy 
^fliked  than  eter,  and  by  none  ib  much  as  thofe  IMio  had«fiflal 
^violently  in  the  Feriecution  of  the  Penfionary*  Hct  GiM^  dut  fe 
Was  no  Icn^r  popular,  and*  upon  the  Breaking  out  again  of  ifle 
War  in  xdzr,  he  perceived  that  he' was  ferftkeii'  by  hi»  goad 
Fortune:  Ait  Ateempt  which  be  made  for  fiipprieihg  j§gttat^ 
fidledy  dio*  he  diou^t  the  E>cfign  £>  wdliaid  as  to  %^  tlut 
God  only  oouM  diiappoint  it(  he  (awMs  own  Town  of  Avdf 
tskenhyjAnhrsfe  Spinokiy  the  Bjdief  of  which  he  attenqyted  withMt 
Succefi ;  and  by  refiefting  on  his  Reverie  of  Fortunt,  be  firft 
loft  that  even  Temper  for  which  he  had  been  alwava  fiundiffy 
and  dien  his  Health;  fo  that  broken  with  Care  and  Sidencfi,  fie 
breadied  hislaft  in  die  Spring  t>f  ^e  Year  i6:i5«  in  At  Skf- 
durd  Year  of  his  Ag^»  Ifis  Enemies  iallow  tbi»  Prince  to  have 
had  great  Virtues ;  and,  except  his  Ambition  and  AverfuNi  to 
Marriage,  few  Or  no  Vices.  He  left  behind  htm  "a  natund  Son 
Mr.  deBeiitrverty  who  was  Governor  of  BokbUya  Gentleaian 
of  great  Parts  and  Courage,  who  lived  and  -  died  with  ukifpotttd 
Hepatatioil ;  one  of  whofe  Daughtcfs^  married  the  Earl  of  Q^^i 
by  whom  ifae  was  Mother  to  the  ht^  Duke  of  Ormgndi  and  the 
prelent  £;arl  of  Jrran'y  and  the  btber  Htmy  Eaii  of  Ariinghm^ 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  Reign  of  King  Cbarks  the  Second.  . 
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Prince  Hknry  Fnderick^  theyoungeftSon  of  XFTSuflfitefirft 
Prince  cXOrungiy  fuccecded  by  the  Death  of  hisBrother  Mmoria 
to  all  the  Eftatcs,  Titles,  and  Dignities  of  his  Father,  being  at 
that  Time  about  forty  Years  of  A^e,  having  ferred  the  State$  in 
their  Armies  in  a  manner  from  his  Childhood,  and  yet  having 
rifen  no  higher  than  a  Colonel  of  Horfe,  till  he  fuoceeded  to  the 
fupreme  Command.    He  had  in  the  time  of  his  Brother's  Ad- 
miniftration  given  frequent  Teilimonics  of  his  Cour^  and 
Condudl,  and  yat  it  does  not  appear  that  thofe  who  were  in  die 
Gotremment  had  any  Idea  of  his  beine  near  fo  mat  a  Man  as  he 
really  was.    It  is  funded  b^  De  ffht^  and  the  Obfcrvation  b 
worthy  of  fo  great  a  ^lan,  tnat  the  Difficulties  the  two  Brotfaen 
Maurice  and  Hinrj  had  to  Struggle  with  in  their  Youth,  and 
that  CircumfpeAion  with  which  they  were  obliged  to  behave^ 
had  very  good  Eflfeds*,  and  was  a  principal  Cadie  of  their  ac« 
quirinfg  thofe  great  Accomplifhments,  by  which  they  raifed  their 
own  Credit  fo  high,  and  rendered  fuch  ulefiil  Services  to  thor 
&>untry«     Li  1626  the  Prince  of  Orangt  took  OUsnfeely  and 
the  fame  Year  Vice  Admiral  Hiin  made  himfelf  Mafor  of  the 
Spanifi  Fleet  in  thtHxf  oi AH Sainti  in  BraxiL    In  1627,  die 
Prince  took  Grd^  in  the  Sight  of  a  Spanijh  Army,  who  durft  not 
attack  him  in  his  Intrcnchments;  and  towards  the  End  of  the 
fame  Year,  the  Vice  Admiral  beforementioned  txwk  the  whole 
'Spanijh  Plate  Fleet,  with  five  Millions  Sterling  on  Boaid.  In  1629, 
theStadtholder  reduced  BMuc^  a  Place  of  gieat  Strength  as  weU  as 
Importance,  which  Prince  JMkntrice  had  attempted  in  vain;  and 
this  notwithihuiding  the  SfarJards  made  an  Irruption  into  the 
•Country  about  Utrecht j  which  engaged  the  beft  Qfficen  in  hb 
Army,  as  well  as  the  States  them^ves,  to  defue  him  to  raiie  the 
Siege;  but  he  was  of  Opinion  that  a  ravaged  Country  was  not 
loft,  whereas  a  good  Fortrefe  gained  was  a  great  Acquifition  ; 
befides,  by  furprizing  fVezel^  where  the  Spaniards  had  all  their 
Magazines,  he  compelled  them  to  retire  in  hafle,  and  to  the 
ChanuSier  of  an  excellent  Officer,  added  that  of  a  General  happy 
in  his  £nter(»-izes ;  a  thing  of  the  higheft  Confequence^  info- 
much  that  the  Roman  Didiator  Sylla  chofe  rather  the  Surname 
cf  Fortunate  than  Great, 

Henry^  Prince  of  Orange^  married  AmeUa  Daughter  of  the 
Count  de  SolmSy  by  whom  he  had  a  Son,  Prince  JVHUamy  and 
four  Daughters.  In  1631,  the  States  General^  to  ihew  tlieir 
RefpeA  for,  and  Confidence  in  the  Prince  Stadtholder,  granted 
the  Survivancy  of  all  his  Employments  to  the  Prince  his  Son, 
and  presented  him  with  the  Patent  in  a  Gold  Box,  tho'  he  was 
ngt  then  quite  five  Years  old,  which  vvas  m  extraordinary 
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Stretch  of  "Complaiikncey  and  hi  hcjoad  ally  thiilg  ibty  hi 
clone  for  his  Father  and  Brother,  which  was  the  Efefls  of  hu 
real  or  feeming  Moderation  $  and  as  fome  Writers  iajr,  this 
proceeded  from  the  Councils  of  his  Mother-in-law  thePrinafs 
i3owager  of  Orange^  who  had  been  always  a  true  Friend  to 
Bamevelty  and  had  thereby  a  2;reat  Influence  over  his  Partr. 
In   1632,  he  took  Ruremond^  Fm$^  and  StraU^  beficged  Mh- 
Jhtcht^  and  having  beat  Pepptnbeim^  made  himieif  Maftcr  of 
that  important  Place.  The  next  Year  he  took  Mtinberg.    There 
was  indeed  fcarce  a  Year  during  the  Continuance  of  his  Life, 
which  was  not  diftinguiflied  by  fomc  remarkable  Event,  and 
amongft  thefe  we  may  reckon  ms  Ulage  of  the  powerful  Car- 
dinal di  Richlieu^  who  debauched  the  dicur  de  ffaU^mierg  from 
his  Duty,  and  engaged  him  for  a  Sum  of  Money  to  deliver  u? 
the  Citadel  and  Principality  of  Or^n^^,  of  which  he  was  Go- 
vernor i  the  Prince  having  Intelligence  of  this,  fcnt  one  Co- 
lonel Knut  to  Orange^  who  killed  IFalkgmhowrg  in  a  private 
Houfe  where  he  went  to  Dinner,   and    tlien  produced  the 
Prince's  Orders,  and  took  the  Command  of  the  CafUe,  by 
which  that  Contrivance  was  defeated.  After  this  he  gave  the 
Cardinal  repeated  Marks  of  his  Refcntmcnt,  which  in   fpice  of 
all  his  Pride  he  was  forced  to  diflemble  and  digefl^  and  having 
engaged  in  an  oiFeidive  Alliance  with  the  Statesy  gave  Inftruc- 
tions  to  two  Marfhals  of  France^  upon  tlicir  Junction  with  the 
Dutch  Army,  to  obey  the  Orders  of  the  Prince  oi  Orange.  In 
1637,  the  French  Ambaflador  in  a  fet  Speech  gave  him  the  Title 
of  nighncCi  itiitcad  of  Excellency,  and  his  Example  was  fol- 
lowed by  die  Ambafladors  of  all  the  other  Courts  of  Ewr§pi. 
Ilic  fame  Year  he  recovered  by  a  vigorous  Siege  his  own 
Town  of  Breda^  in  which  Siege  the  French  Amba&dor,  who 
to  fhcw  his  Refpecl  for  the  Prince  Stadtholder,  fcrving  at  the 
Head  of  his  own  Regiment,   was   unfortunate! v  killed.      In 
1639,  the  Spanijh  Fleet  was  defeated  and  ddlroycd  on  die  Coali 
of  England  by  Admiml  Tromp. 

In  1641,  Prince  IVilliam  married  the  Princefs  Slary^  Daugh- 
ter to  Qmrles  I.  King  of  Great  Britcviy  with  great  Pomp  and 
Splendor,  and  in  Honour  of  this  Marriage  he  had  the  Pioviiice 
of  Friezeland  added  to  his  Government,  or  rather  to  tlie  Sar- 
vivorfhip.  In  1644,  Prince  Frederick  Henry  made  himfcif 
Mafter  of  Sas  van  Ghentj  and  the  Year  following  he  took 
Hitl^y  which  in  thofe  Days  was  looked  upon  as  a  Place  of  great 
Streaigth  and  Importance.  In  a  Word  his  whole  Ad:ni:^ii*T^- 
tion  ^'as  er]iuilly  dorioas  from  the  Beginning  to  tlic  Li\d^  arJ 
might  have  bcui  iiill  more  fo^  if  tlKil:  who  'vnvicd  h;:  r^v^.a 
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tnd  Gfeatncfi,  htd  not  taken  HI  imaginable  Cart  to  prevent 
his  extending  hif  Cbnquefts  in  Proportiot)  to  his  Inclinations  and 
Abilities,  and  particularly  hindered  him  from  reducing  Jntiverpy 
which  was  of  all  Things  wliat  he  moft  dcfired.  He  diied 
March  14^  l647>  was  buried  with  great  Magnificence,  as  one 
who  had  defcrved  well  of  his  Countr)',  wfio  had  added  Glo- 
rv  and  Influence  to  that  Liberty  which  it  received  from  his 
rather,  and  "that  Security  which  refultcd  from  the  Labours  of 
his  Brother.  De  fflt  informs  us,  that  then;  were  fome  who 
reproached  him  with  his  Profi'f  nc  fs  and  Luxury,  after  he  came 
to  the  Poffeffion  of  the  Princlp-ity  of  Orrrrr,  and  the  vaft  he- 
reditary Eftates  of  his  Family,  as  alfo  his  LcwJriefs,  in  which 
he  did  not  ufe  much  DiiHmulation ;  and  above  all,  his  Am- 
bition, which  induced  him  to  keep  up  a  great  Army,  that  he 
might  extend  hi$  Glory  by  his  Conquelb,  and  maintain  hi$ 
Power  by  the  ContinMance  of  the  War.  It  is  Luc,  that  hav- 
ing the  Title  and  Revenues  of  a  Prince,  he  kept  up  hisDigili- 
3r,  but  this  being  at  his  own  Expence,  was  a  Benefit  rather 
lan  a  Prejudice  to  the  Publick.  He  left  behind  him  \  natu- 
ral Son,  the  Sieur  ZmUJileny  whoTc  Defccndants  are  at  this 
Time  Peers  of  Great  Britahty  and  fecured  to  his  only  Son  the 
Honours  that  had  been  enjoyed  by  his  iUuftrious  PredecefTors. 

In  the  Year  frilowtng  the  Death  rT  Prince  Frederick  Henrj^ 
the  States  General  concluded  at  Munfler  a  Peace  with  the  Crowft 
of  Spairiy  without  any  I^egard  to  tnc  Endeavours  of  the  French 
King  and  the  PriiKe  of  Orange^  to  diiTuade  them ;  which  is 
believed  to  have  been  owing  to  the  Sufpicions  they  began  to 
entertain  of  both,  apprehending  very  much  the  Consequences  of 
having  France  for  a  Neiijhbour,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  young 
Stadtholdtr,  who  \rzA  bejn  accuftomed  to  Authority,  and  ta 
Magnificence  from  his  very  Cradle,  and  who  befidcs  had  mar- 
ried the  Daughter  of  a  King.  It  was  not  long  before  Aide 
Jealoufics  rofe  on  both  Sides  very  high  ;  for  the  zealous  Rc- 
puHfcans,  who  were  the  Remains  of  BarnrueWs  Party,  were 
for  taking  Advantage  of  the  Peace,  and  disbandfug,  or  at  leaft 
reducing  the  Army,  whidi  the  Prince  of  Orange  oppofed.  It 
IS  fuppofcd  that  he  did  thfs  ftierely  to  prcferxc  nis  o^n  Power, 
by  m<»ft  ciftheJO^ftA  Hiftorians,  but  it  is  certain  that  he  gave 
other  Reafons  for  it,  which  brought  over  a  Majority  of  tlie 
States  to  his  Opinion.  He  faid  it  was  ungrateful,  bccanfc  thoy 
were  fafc  at  prcfcnt,  to  difmifs  thofc  who  had  purchafcd  ihnt 
Safety  with  their  Blood  ;  that  this  was  ftill  more  imprudent, 
confideriiif^  the  War  coiitinued  ber-A'cen  France  and  ^fainy 
who  miglit  t:;kc  Advautaiic  of  thr m  in  that  d jfencckfs  Condi- 
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tt^n.  He-  ^^^cr  ob&rved,  that  i>it)f(prto  they  had  l>ccri  pUiecf^ 
bat  that  now' they  ha4  Rcafbh  to  fear  ,thq  Envy  of  niou  of  tlio 
States  of  £^^*'  and  that  as.  thftir  Tranquility  wa;$  prpcured^ 
fq  itVonldhfoeft  prdervedby  keq>in^  up  their  bI9  Troops, 
■which  if  ^ey  did  apt  recruit,  would  wit}i  lefi' h^ard.  to  dicm 
dloiiniih  faft  enough  of  thcmfclyea,; 

,  But  tho'  his  Eloquence  prcygflcd  /ujx)nthc.5(^/<;, .  yet  it  was 
npt  at  all  rdifhed  in  the  Prpvinctt,  or  by  the  zrcat  Cities ; 
uppn  wbif^his  Friemb  propofcd,  that  he  fliould  vilit..tbem 
hioifclfj,  iigainft  which  the  City  of  Amftcrdam  petitioned,  as 
havijig  at  that  Time  no  LicHnadon  .to  the  Honour  of  his  High- 
neG'sx^ompany,  which  the  Prince  took  for  fuch  a.  Mark  of 
Contempt^  that  he  catifed  Mr.  De  JVit  Burgomaltcr  of  DorU 
aiid  five  othcr-ilenibcrsof  the  Siatei  GeneraL  to.befent  to  the 
Ca&ic  of  Lcwu^eloy  and,  gave  Orders  to  a  Body  of  Troops  to 
advance  towards  Ajnjlirdam  ;.  but  jhe  Foil-boy  from  Hamburg 
gaffing  thro'  bis  hxmyy  g^ve  Notice  of  it  to  the  Citizens,  who 
in  order  to  exdude  it,  made  no  Difficulty  of  laying  all  the 
adjacent  Country  under  Water. . .  Thcfc  Differences  were  after- 
wards compromifpdy  and  Burgpn?aller  De  Wit  and  his  Fel- 
low Prifonets  fet  at  Liberty  ;  yet  from  their  Imprifon merit,  the 
Party  to  which  they  adhered,  from  the  Place  of  his  Confine- 
ment, received  tlie  Name  of  Lburjeftew.  In  aJI  Probability  ihefe 
Differences  would  have  been  revived,  if  the  Prince  of  Orange 
had  not  foon  after  fallen  ill  of  the  Sm;iII-pox,  whicli  proved 
fatal  to  him ;  and  fome  Months  after  his  Dcccafc,  Novc?riba' 
the  4th,  1650,  bis  Widow  the  Princeis  was  delivorcd  of  a  Son, 
called  after  his  Father  IfHIiam^vfho  became  in  Proccfs  of  Tinnj 
Stadtholder,  and  King  of  Great  Britabu 

We  will  here  make  a  flK)rt  Paufe,  in  order  to  conficlcr  f  !ic 
Government,  Commerce,  and  Strength  of  thisRepublick,  and 
then  rcfunje  our  Hiftorj',  the  rather  bccaufc  it  is  general! v  he- 
lit  ved  the  United  Prcvinus  came  to  the  Heighjt  of  their  Profpe- 
rity  not  long  after  thcDcalTi  of  Prince  Tfllliam  II.  and  in  review- 
ing thefc  Points,  we  will  be  a<J  clear,  as  concife,  and  as  iin- 
.p^iitial  as  is  in  our  Power,  which  is  To  nuich.tlic  more  neccf- 
Cu-y,  becaufc  few  of  the  many  Writers  vho  have  ijready 
m<*ntioned  this  Suojvil,  have  tre:ited  it  in  this  iLumer,  Inii  have 
I'ichcr  given  Way  to  their  Prejudices,  or  have  tin  own  together 
T-oUiitid  Dates,  without  giving  themfclvct;  much  Pain,  ^itlicr 
'^\j  tn  their  Importance  or  ConneJlien  \  wlia^^as  in  cfiier  to 
r»::nlj:  a  \Vc>rk  of  this  Kind  ufcfu),  it  is  aL{li]ut».ly  rajitifitc 
.  ;li  it  liiic  Attcnt!c>n  be  paid  ro    bot}?>  aiid  I\lattcr>  lu.t  v:\\\ 
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ftatod  as  they  .really  are;  but  fn%d[>  an  Oryrf  is'may'  flieiy 
the  Relation  that  one  TTimg  Tuis/to -aiiothcj-.      '   ^  • 

At  the  Entrance  of  thirChlptcr,  i^'  defcribid 'ft^  original 
Form  of  Government  that  pre\'aifc4  in  thcfc  CouiArics,  which' 
Form  continued  like^ife  ti-licri  they  became  a  t*art  of  the  Db-s 
minions  of  his  Catholick  Majcfty ;  for  as  the  Prince  ot 
juftly  obferved  in  his  Apology,  whatever  Title  tliat  M 
might  aflumc,  either  in  Spain yv  in  the  Indies ^  he  was  no 
more  than  Earl  of  Holland^  ot  of  Flanders.  At  the  Time 
Philip  11.  left  thofc  Provinces,  ~  he  conftitutcd  the  Prince  of 
Orange  Governor  of  four  of  them,  the  Flemijh  WorJ  is  Stadr-- 
holder,  which  is  precifely  the  (afiicT'hihg  with  Lieutenant, 
and  the  States  \\2A  that  rower,  with  whicli  they  were  vcftcd" 
by  the  Conftitiitioti.  Whrvthcrtfore  they  threw  off  the  Yoke 
of  Spain^  the  Qneftion  *  wns  whether  they  fhoiild  retain  their 
old  Form  of  Government';  which  if  they  had  done,  they  nuift' 
have  chofcn  another  Prince,  arid  to  this  thbfe  weVe  mclincd 
who  were  "mofi:  attached  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Indeed 
t!)e  Generality  of  the  People  were .  bell  pleafed  with  the  old 
Form,  and  this  induced  them  to  think  of  the  Archduke  ^^f- 
thiasy  the  Duke  of  AUncon^  and  afterwards  of  die  French  KiiVg 
pjid  C2i>een  L/!zalefb\  but  at  length  ihofc  that  had  Seats  iii 
the  AfleniH  /  of  the  StateSy  begin  to  think  of  fecuring  tlic  So- 
vereignty to  themfelvcs,  which  ^$  aftifally  changing  the  old 
Conltitution  inttj  rhat  of  a  RepuHlick.  It  is  true^  that  fortheif 
ov/n  Con\'eniency  they  were  dlfpbfed  to  give  the  Title  of 
Stadtholder  to  a  fingle  Perlbn,  as  they  actually  did  to  thtf 
Earl  of  Leicejler  ;  but  tho' the  Title  continued,  the  Office  was 
changed  ;  for  the  Lieutenant  of  a  Priftce  is  aThfng  eafily  cjm- 
ceivc-d,  but  the  Lieutenant  of  art  Ailembly,  fu^ch  as  thii  States 
Genera!y  is  not  fo  readily  conlprfehended,  bccauic  it  implies 
the  Reprefentativc  of  thofe  who  a/e  but  Reprcfentativcs  them- 
felves,  and  this  was  the  very  Re|?;foning  that  De  Tf7tukd  for 
aboliihinti;  that  Office  alfo  after  the  Death  of  It^Uiam  II. 

The  Throaty  of  Union  concluded  in  155^9,  ^'^  Utrechty  was 
a  CgnfedL-racy  of  fo  many  difFercnt  RepuLlicks,  as  there  were 
Provinces  that  entered  into  it,  and  the  Sratei  General  Were 
properly  and  dlitinflly  the  States  <  f  all  thcfe  Provinces  taken 
together ;  but  becanfc  fuch  a  Meeting  wns  inconvenient,  and 
for  other  Reafons  likcwifc,  a  kind  of  C<jmni!ttce  compofed  of 
Deputies  from  each  of  the  Statrl  u;as  appointed  tq  fit  at  the 
Hagues  and  thcfe  have  been  fm^^e  lliKd  the  5///:^;  (7t77«'7V7/,  tic/ 
'in  Reality  thcy  are  nithtf*  the  ftclO'efctirarive?  of  the  Sia:if 
ijt'::rrtd!y  in  wLoni  iho  Majtfty  of  the  Rfpu!>iick  rcfides.    J'hiy 
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have  (Nirruantto  theForm  xtiAitiicw  Cmftitution>  fuchP^wcn 
»  ve  mpi«&t&  for  the  hbnaifffflpit  9f.  pvUi^fcyyVSv^fS  w^ 
lmv«  JkUb  the  Gor0iwi«nt<ofN|h^^  sm4  '^iftrids  that 

bfloM  to.tbrRqpuUidc»  Mi 'yd  ^If  |iot  within  mjr  of  the 
tonfedcsited  Rrovinocs,  and  jnany^^diflr  Prerog^tjiYlfi  »  aodiiif 
file  bctttf.Alaiuieemem  of  fiidi  a Vatjetjr  di  impon^^t  panomii 
tkejr  oGiiiaut  Fartof  tbeAdnuniflzaikia  tsia  Cwau^  <rf^Sttte.: 

more  Vtatcsdian  there  ai«'EroiWiK3ei^.w 
Mfanihera  may  be  that  cornice  that  Aflcmbfy  i  iii;.the,QeiiiiciI 
liC&aDe»  it  it  ocherwifi:^  and.^^o' -fome  ProvMcw^Vyi  thif^ 
tMre  DcpiiMiy  'and  othetB  bat:  poe^.yet  enr^ry :  J(4[^nibcr  hv  a 
4Vtia£k  VotQ.    .Yecaf^^ajiU.witb  itTped  totthtf^g^ 
•fSovoceigiity,  >they  fUU  remaiA  m. the  States  iofciM^PhivinGei 
who  make  iWar  and  Peace,  4S9ie  Monqs.  Md.nute  Taxtt 
irithiA  thi^  '<^A  Tfhitorieaf  as  ihev  diii^  fit.  ^A/l  each  Frh 
vince  Im  Ua  own  SMif^  f^ .  efiA  Jw .  ldf<>  a  :^>^«iial.  ef 
^  States  and  tb&  fame  Kind  of  Govfoittent  lanevaUtilfli;!^^^ 
Cities^  b  that  tbev  are  ail  in.  folne  Mesiuxfi  uidei^dent  Rirr 

JiibUcks^  From  tais  Viewiof  the  Gov^nun^iil.iift  the  IkM 
Vwincftj  que.  would  naturally  •  ^tondode.  it  f  Detiocigicy,  vkl 
fi>  it  realty  is  with  xeTpeA  to  itd^  Ff^mn  but  1^  Pqgrece  l^ingi 
have  fufFered  great  Changjei* ..  TbejSenate  or  Cgml^ilJui  all  thf 
Cities,  are^  wd  were  always  fi^r  ttife^ .  but. upon ihfil>einife  of 
any  Member  a  xtiDW  one  v^as  cholisA  by  the  Burgher%^y^h  being 
found  very  inconvenientt  the  Right  of  filling  MfiUdh  .Yacan- 
<it$  was  eith^  yiddcdto,  or:affiimed  by  thofe  AiTesAbliesiaad 
thi$  finall  iUteration  has*  in  Pi!o0^.of.  Time  prodiiced  an  0U« 
^chy^.whiiQHihews  bow  mu9h!Ci^.lhQui4^  taken  injchangt 
|i^  or.  taiD|Me9:itig  with  theiirft  Spring^  of  Goye^ 

We  have  at  the  Bi^nnittjpc^f. this. Work  glrena  fuccind 
hiftoric^  I3|e4u(flion  oT  theiPcogrefttof  Copiunftrce  throi^  the 
•diffeientParta  of ^MT^.  .That  ^lioUaml  ^ofofoiiuffy  from 
|he  Defti^ion  of  jfntwaf^.vfbkhy  when  tb^Civii  \Vams  in 
th^  ZimCi0i(»(rAri;  broke  out#  JW9a>  .a&d.Mbeen  long  the  Ceo- 
tef  pfTfa^ok;  in  £uf9pf4,  i.TheTrouUca  in  France^  thc.Wan 
ilk  (^^reaoii^rand  the  reltglo1ii19.Periecuti0ns.fet'.  on  Foot  in 
lather  I^arts  of  ^urope^  contributed  to  £)1  die  l/mte/  £r$UHce$ 
with  Pfapk>  merely  becaulit  they  might  enjajr  thei/  Confeiencci^ 
lind  the. -Fruits  of  their  Induftryi  in  Peace.  Thofc  who.r«fortr 
ed  thKbcr  weir  .fucb  as  haiyrherewithal  to  Uve.up0ii#  or  wcie 
«cquaintc«t  with  (g/ne  Maruifadluire  or  Myllery,  by  which  a 
jTiving  n>igk(  be  obtained*  .:  Both  were  welcome^  andboth 
S^*rts  of.Ptiph  twen:  very  fooaat  their  £afci  Aew.Ai^i£K> 
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twes  were  every  Day  Jet  on  Foot,  and  Trades  too  big  even  for 
a  wealthy  Purfe,  were  managed  with  Facility,  and  to  great 
Advantage,  by  joint  Stocks;  t'le  Fiflieries  wereannually  improv-^ 
cd,  new  Branches  of  Commerce  were  continually  opened,  and 
in  the  Compa&of  twenty  Years,  their  Villages  iwelled  into  bir 
Towns,  and  thcfe  tliat  were  good  1  owns  before,  rofc  into  rich 
Cities.  At  firft  the  Inhabitants  of  thefe  Provinces  carried  on 
a  large  Trade  to  P&rtugal^  from  whence  they  received  treat 
Quantities  of  Indian  GckxIs  ;  but  when  Philip  II.  became  Ma-» 
fler  of  Partugaly  he  put  an  End  to  tliat  Trade,  which  inftead 
of  proving  a  Misfortune,  was  in  Reality  of  high  Advantage  to 
the  Dutch,  by  forcing  them  to  attempt  openir.e  a  Tra£;  to 
die  Eiffl  Indies  J  which  in  theCompafs  of  a  ibw  Years  they  did 
with  Suecds  beyond  their  Hopes ;  and  tliis  Commerce  being 
managed  by  a  Company  witli  great  Prudence,  Frugality,  and 
InduftrVy  produced  within  the  Period  of  which  we  have  given 
the  Hinory,  prodi2;ious  Advantages.  This  cnc;)unigcd  them  to 
{^  up  a  Wfft-'India  Company,  and  that  too  became  very  flou- 
riflitng  in  a  very  (hort  Space  of  Time.  The  Subjcdls  of  thp 
Statu  Ukewife,  by  the  Recommendation,  and  under  the  Pro^- 
tc6Hon  oi  Ac  French  King' Henry  IV.  obtained  Leave  to  inae 
in  all  the  Ports  within  the  Dominions  of  the  Grand  Sci(^- 
nior ;  fa  that  their  Commerce  in  the  Levant  became  alfo  with* 
in  this  Period  very  cgnfiderable^  leaking  therefore  their  Fiihe* 
ries,  Manufk£tures,  and  foreign  Trade  altogether,  wc  may  ea» 
filv  account  for  the  Growth  of  their  Naval  Power,  the  Incrcafc 
ot  their  Wealthy  and  thePoffibility  of  their  fuftaining  that  in- 
finite Variety  of  Taxes,  Cuftoms,  and  Excifes,  which  were  ne» 
celTary  to  fupport  fo  long  and  To  expcnfive-a  War,  as  that  bj 
which  tlieir  Liberties  were  clbblifhcd  and  fecured. 

We  ought  likcwifc  to  obfcrvc,  that  the  Situation  of  Affairs 
in  £fir5^  through  this  whole  Period  were  remarkably  favour* 
able  to  the  Growth  of  this  new  RepuUick.  The  overgrown 
PoMfCT  of  Spain  was  equally  dreadful  and  dangerous  to  moftof 
the  Potentates  of  i&V(^/',  which  induced  them  openly  or  fecret-< 
ly  to  give  all  the  AiTiftance  poffible  to  the  Inhabitants  of  diefe 
Provinces  upon  their  Revolt ;  and  the  inteftine  DIfturbances  In 
fevend  Countries,  but  more  efpecialt}'  in  Germany  and  Prancf^ 
prevented  their  meeting  with  any  Rivals;  and  dio^  it  be 
true  that  England  began  at  that  Time  to  extend  her  Commerce, 
and  increafc  her  Naval  Povtrcr,  yet  this  was  fo  far  from  being 
any  Detriment,  that  it  was  in  reality  of  very  great  Service  to  ' 
the  Duiebj  with  whom  they  a£bed  conjundly  in  warlike  Ex- 
peditiojis,  and  from  whom,  by  the  I'emptation  of  high  Watres^ 
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■■  Aey  diaw.NttiiUlcn  of  experienced  J^ibis,  ^ni  wle  XMWlV 
wlio  wcTc«]ctBd(Wh'  ufeful  w  dicm  ui  tKclr  earJy  ^'^^ya^e5  l>otTi 
tti  the  Eafi:imlc'¥'cfi-I"<i'r-  The  Quarrel  btC«-titi  £«^Jii«i 
and  thc:Afi/!c>?<lan  turned  alfcj  very  rntich  to  tlwir  Advan- . 
tagc  i  andiiL'fliBrt,  before  aiiy_  Spirit  of  Epvy  or  iTmijIation 
aiufc,  tho  RffnAltck.  was  noi  oiiiy  beyond  the  Reach  of  Dan- 
ger, txKjdnfiiiiufy  fopcrior  in  every  teij)iN;t  to  any  that,  coulj 
cnvy^  oi^>>ni'.jati<k'fr»ur>g  her  _Cl^^d<ux■,  the  Progrefs  of  ber 
Profpcfitf.licui^  ocit  liari-ly  <|uioIc«r  than  either  Expci^tioii  or 
Experience 'ejpSd  fuggeft,  but  beyond  ajiy  tiling  which  eidicr 
ancient  or  modem  Hiftory  rtawds,  and  which  by  Poftetlty 
will  beivery.haidly  believed. 

Bat  thatrwB.nwy  roc  fccjn  to  deal  wlio!]y  in  generals,  tho'  thb 
might  be  exeratcd  from  the  iwiTOW  Bounds  to  which  we  .ire 
cunfined,  we  will  Cliier  inCQ.a.fei»'  Puticiiiiirs,  from  wht;nce  die 
Reader  will  very  adily  difcover  the  Truth  of  .what  we  have  aj- 
rcady  sdvanoed,  u  to  the  fuddcn.and  immcnfe  Growth  of  t!ie 
Comnkrctriof  ;dMi  RcpuUick.  The  orii:Ii;aJ  Tuiid.  or  O^ital 
cf  their  Eaji  India i^mn^axiyy  wjs  in  their  Laiig^^^Tu^y  TPW,^ 
of  Gold,  by  which  Fbrafe  of  a  Tpn  ,<^  Gold,  is  utiderllocw}  On^ 
hundred  thovfand  Florins,  orabo^C  Ten  thou^icT. founds  St^.. 
lingi  fo  thit  tbiaCa^iitul  was-  vcn'.  little  ahovc  Six  h  JnJred  thou-.. 
fvidPouniJscf  ourMonay,  Zii  the  Space  of  Six  Yc3i^>dc>Ivclii^| 
a]l  thsir  Cofts  and  Char^  wljich  were  >cry  gjcj';, 'pjiu  their - 
Dividends  which -were  ejtiresni'y  higli,  tltt:  i'utid  pr  Capital  ojf^ 
that  Company. Jifcrcaiul  notvnthlitaRdi.ng  to  Six  hi^df^d.  Tonfr 
t^ Gold,  that  is,  toiipwa»d»Af  $ii;MdJ'«lis  Stc^liiig.'  ,.It-  is.iiv. 
dpcd  ti-uE,  that'idic  E'e^ hv^a-  tf'^A'^  has.nat  tttit,jjriy  iKi?g'' 
)ikc  this  Proportion  fince,  but  in^'int  of  WqdiK, 'ilj(terit  bf 
I>0)ntnions,-snd.;Kal  Power,  ih^  i^itlih  £<'Jl  In^a  Coiilpa/iy  is  at ; 
tl^isDay,  n^only^  outoi  anyCompaiifii^n  w'lth  aJI"pllic(Com- 

■  lasrcial- Eftahliflicu-nts,  but;,niii;ht  be  tliecjned  a  vc'ry  potenj 
Sut«  of-  iria^.if  it  was-  indtpwxiwjt  of. their  Higli^'Mightincflcs.,, 
ThcGov*roer;GencnJ,  who  rUidesatSrtitfiw,  and  i!i,Soprcine 
it}  civil  and  military  Aribirsy.^.the^taie,,  di«  Cuut,  and  ^^ 
AppQinuntm£o£a.Sova«i^  f4Uft:p,;^maikxs  War.gnd^cacc.at 
lifs  PleaAire;  can  aircmbfc.anArjfl)t<rfTwei;qf  ftr.Xhirty  tfip^r 
fand  MeHf  afld.  if  OccafKinJbWdd  rcf^ire,:  cquld  ^ut.to  Scit  it 
}-1eet  offifty  i&it  of  tlw^  Lisp  .o^^stclc,  wi^QUt  ^Jiuilduig  a. 

'I'Tic  W^  ifeaSfa Company  )«»  ^t  tlie  bcginnlng.as  gKjt  and' 
a;  fottunate^  bift  they  ruiitod^tit^fcLvcs  b/.fpaJcjPS  toolatgo. 
DJ\id«KiF,  utdiy  nfgloStiiig Tr*^,  that  th^y.  mie^t  t/tuni  to' 
their  Cofi(]uefh,  yfiddt  bowewTi  w^  very  e^cuL^til^ '  whilt  the; 


ifc^erc  Nf afiers  of  SroTulj  oi  -^ith  -they  might  have  continued 
Maft6cs^  if  thsjf  h^d  "puffucd  the  ElcitPffieot^He^qftJiidia  Com- 
pany, and  had  confided  in  CMf)Jt-Mauria't}{  Ni^kai  to  whom' 
they  ftqorf  in  i  gr^t  Mcafure  ifid^bted  for  thbfe  €o»ujucfts.    But  - 
tho' they  are  how  ver)'  ihconfidehAk  iti  irfpeflr!  to  what  they 
were,  of  in  tegyrd  of  the  Efijl  India  Compstijy.yA  they  arc  ftill  ■ 
poflcffed  of  feve'ral  important  Placefe  in  j^riwv-of&'ne  lilands 
that  yield  k^reat Profit  in  the  Wffilndies^  ^ad  of-  die  important '-. 
Settleipent  g'f  5£«r//ftf;/7,  with  mfiiny  li^.Eftabliflimcnts  upon  tiic 
Conxiiit,^  tA  Stuth  America,     If  therefore  we  rcfiedt  upon  the  . 
Cirandcur  of  thefetwo  Compame%  and  taice  into  our  Con£J:!:2r  : 
tion  alfo  the  vaft  Extent  of  the  DmUh  Commerce  bcfidcs  in  the 
earlv  Days  of  this  Commonwealth,  when  the  7>ade  oi  Italy  was 
fuilK,  the  maritime  Power 'of  TSpd;w  and  PtrWgai  in  a  great 
meaftjre  ruined,  the  Vigour  of  the  Hanfe  Towr^in  Germany. 
vaftly  declined^  the  Commerce  of  Great  Ey:tj::i  ir.  its  liiiancyy 
and  hardly  aliyT'rade  at  all  in  "the  Ncrthy  v/c  may  very  eafily 
conceive  nbw.  theSubjefts  of  the  United  Provinces^  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  taft  Century,  came  tb»have  more  Shipping  than  all  the 
reftjbf  jPif^^/ IXJgcthcr.     Wc-may  likewife,  by  reviewing  in  our 
own  Mih£  '  th6  Qionm  that  have  fuice  happened  in  tho  Affairs 
-of  Eia^ope^  the  great  Application -of  tins  and  other  Nations,  to 
the  promiotiiig  uidufhy,  arid  encouFaging  Commerce,   com- ' 
.  prd)^ndwkhout  any  I/ifiiculty  how  this  Proportion  has  been 
altered  t6  th6  degree  which  ha»  been  fet  forth  in  the  beginning 
of  .this  "Work  $  notwithflanding  whidi,  the  Republick  of  xht 
United  Provifkes  ftill  is,  and  has  mil  the  Capacity  of  maintaining,  ^ 
the.Rahk  of,  a  very  great  markime  Power. 

.  But  b^es  dtb  Rcaibns  before  affigncd  for  the  Ipeody  Progrefi 
of  this  Republick  in  Powcr^  Wealth  and  Trade,  there  are  a  few 
Points  thaf  ought  not  to  be  omitted,^  becaufc  thei*.  have  been  left 
*  obfcrvcd  than  Siofc  beforcmcAtionedi  'by  nioft  of  tks  Authors  who 
have  treated  this  SubjeA.  The  Bayrennefs  of  the  Soil  and  want  of 
Subfiftcnce  in  H^tani,  and  JVeftFriefdttnd^  was  a.  principal  CaulSr . 
of  fnduihy  and  Wealdi  \  for  People  hot  being  able  to  live  thcra 
with  thdjira^co  of  ordinary  Labouc,  were  compelled  to  join 
that  oPtheir  Head  with  their  Hatids^  afid  to  make  Frugality  the. 
StcMi'ard  of  what  was  acquired  by  both;  which  foen  ftrcngthncd. 
intb  fuch  Habits  of  Thinkinj*;^  Working,  and  Saving,  as  rendered' 
thofe  Countries' famous,  arid  drew  tiiither  all:  Mho  had  a  little 
Money  to  live  upon,  and  were  willing  to  improve  it  to  the  bcft 
of  their  P6wer.  In  the  next  Placcf  «  pieat  Part  df.  the  People 
that  were  drawn  into  thefe  Provinces  by  the  Rcputatioa  of  the* 
Liberty  i^njoycd  there,  aild  thie*  ^lildheftof  di&Governmcnt^ 
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Che  Kini'^MMi;  >wIiicfcHMfi'4iMli  t  doybfe  Al^wMii^i^ 

this,  ih^iMftf  <3bf MBUfei'  il»fctiidfcOy»  M  imMy  m^t  A^ 

mty  'dcriVidKfifoin  tbei^cc  dl'^'did  '^Bcflitf  fs,  vntbou^  ^rf*fng  WO[^ 
tfte  blMftVefrib^  of  a  MBMilGlQri' luid  die  MiT^  GM|i/b^ 
ihg^<5NUjni|5Btveittifi^f  tt^  tbM  Dir(Amtt|9i4  Mmi» 

ffov(^'|df  ftfrCfomnort  dgpewiniig  rwry  «he(mi^pQ|it^$iicoc^ 
iof  theit'Mfiifiires ;  l¥eiUt)r  rail  Pnideim  wqn:  <b.qptpdi  tfpeiT  li^ 
fotlH  tlureit  W9S  imct  to  impibftbk  ^  ftcndd  ne^^  tioi^ 
AitjJ-tlim'^H^yiewfcx^e^^  with  fNitdici^  Spirii^  thiiy 
ibfth^flHl?%i^Yearai^  higiit 

A^  .^  AMStivi^  air  tte  l^pmsc  of  {nfflwi  Aliilili9  couU 

the  S/i7f^i  Cifriiral  ^fRmei  the  ^ecutive  99  vdl^  a»  ifgifsiliTe 
Fow^  of  the' Gbyemment:  into  liieir  H^s^  f^i  CQPon?ii% 
Ae  ihbft  vidleriC '  Apprriienfiohf  ol  falling  undor  ifae  OonunicMi 
*ef  a  finrie  Perfohi  nmde  k  the  capital  Objfd  of  tiieir  J^olief 
to  ptpvi^  a^nft  it^  whic%  hM  very  bad  ]£iii?^  In  165ft 
thfAr  held'  anoBier  geno-s^  Aflembl]r»  in  f^icli  tli0  Vnim  of 
E//rc>riSf  tiraft  AttTfied.  After  thb,  the  LmviMn  f^m  pfm?^ 
the  perpetu4  £di£l  for  aboUlhing  the  Stajfhcjiterihip,  tm  is^ 
for  deffa-ovWdie  Conftituttod'ltthkJi  bii4  hitii  «h^  Jvvot  aal 
Kmfe'of  th&  Liberties;  thef  liifiaiibd  tMr  b^EkOSc^thef 
diflyandedthdi-t>M'TVc)ops5  iM  giive  the  Cofiiimiidcf  cfawtfayt 
^ere  necp^ily  fcejpt  ti];xy  t(>  IfUHr-^wn  FsifiM^  4iul  Sdatiam, 
Bifhort,  their  i^ihg  ^^^Iciln  %as  1^  which  np^tifeBi^  Oqc^- 
Hon  ;hcy'iri^c  thMr  iv^iitto,  i^rof/  4^ 
thinj^s  Y97  cb0T{>a«^Me  fbr^ThHSy  but  vrhichicga  never fpbfift 
long  fogetfwt.  For  Peace '^ioprocefe  of  TJme,  int|oduc9i 
"Effciiiiniscy  and  Corrr»ip|rioii,-^ich  of  Qwrib  4ebafe  9f)d  in- 
fecbfe'a  Government  to  fudiy  lk^-£>egnee,  ^tf  reHders  itJnrapaHp 
of  refifting  >)lte^d  InviA^^^  intcfiine  Caiknao^Ums  %  the 
former  of  Which  it  invite^*-  and' fir^m  fiulsto  kindly  the  latter. 
But  tho'  thdb  Miibhiefe  might  hsi^e  been  obiriout  eii^iigb  to  ab)e 
and  difinterefted  Pbiitidims,*  yet  Conceni  for  frif^^e  Advano^, 
hid  them  frofh  the  Eyes  of  thi^previdting  F^^ttOfi  in  thcfe  P^ 
Vnccs,  ^b  with  aD  tKeir  Z^iuidlndiSfy^^bMred  tapo&(s 
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lihemfclvi^  of  the  Gpvernmieiiti  which  tbcy  very  (peeclilj 
^SeStoi^  to  d)t  moft  ^biblute  and  iACoptrouIabIc  Dctoee. 

When  I  iay  they  poflcfled  theiQ&Ivcs  of  it,  I  wouU  be  under- 
wood to  mean,  th^  filled  by  D^rees  all  Poib  of  Honour,  Truft^ 
and  Pxofu^  with  thofe  of  their  own  Party,  exdudinff  fuch  ^s  wcrr 
well  afte^ed  to  the  Family  of  Orangf  \  notwithu^ding  that 
Numbers  of  them  had  ferved  th^r  Country  with  equal  Fidelity 
^d  Reputation.  This  produced  here  wfiat  it  has  produced  ia 
all  Countries,  where  any  thing  of  the  like  kind  has  happened  i 
£{ivv«  Difcontent,  Tealoufics,  Heats  and  Animofities,  eaually  de- 
llruaive  of  private  Peace  and  publick  Welfare.  Thole  in  Power 
treated  fuch  as  they  had  exdudad^  as  if  they  had  been  Enemies  to 
their  Country,  and  thofe  that  were  o{^re/icd  regarded  all  in 
Poilcflion  of  Employments,  not  as  their  1^1  Governors,  but 
as  fo  many  Tyrants,  who  violated  thofe  Laws  tb^  pretended  to 
adminiftcr,  anid  treated  as  Slaves,  thoie  (hey  ftiled  tneir  SubjcAs. 

At  thisjun^luFc,  as  we  bcfi^re  remarked,  the  Republick  was  tt 
its  grcatcfl  Height  in  rcfpe<5t  to  Power,  to  Weakh  and  Reputa- 
tion; and  this  tempted  the  great  Men  then  at  the  Head  of  Affairs^ 
to  ftgnaliT^  their  Admin iltration  by  entering  into  a  War  with 
jpftgfand,  which  was  fudJenly  become  a  Republick  alfo.  .What 
they  hoped  would  bive  added  Strength  and  ^ame  to  that  Author 
fity,  of  which  thev  wcr?  juft  become  abfolutc  Maflers,  had  the 
q^itc  contraxy  Ei]^*c),  for  it  exhauftcd  their  naval  Power,  and 
by  iti  unfortunate  liluc  leflbned  their  Credit  extrcam}y.  7'his 
tiiffy  afcribed  to  th^  pifafle^Hon  of  fome  Officers  they  were 
iobliged  to  empWt  and  to  the  Contagion  of  their  Principles 
iamongthc  Seamen,  which  acquired  fome  degree  of  Probability, 
hy  thar  managing  with  much  better  Succcfs  a  fecond  War  with 
Clbat  Nation,  ^er  the  K^oratipn  of  its  Monarchy,  ajid  when 
the  Z.0iivg/?e//x.  Faction  employed  none  but  their  own  Creatures. 
Their  good  Fonune,  however,  as  it  made  them  iniblcnt,  ib  it 
rendered,  them  haled ;  for  tho*  JfhM  de  IFltt  who  was  at  the 
head  of  Afiairg  lived  very  modcftjy,  and  acltd  with  great  Mode- 
ration, yet  his  Brother  Cornelius^  tji^'  a  brave  and  able  Man,  had 
fuch  a  Tindlurc  of  X'^anity,  aod  qopduded  every  thing  with 
fuch  an  Eclat,  as  raifcd  the  Envy  of  the  better  Sort,  as  much  as 
it  excited  the  Jealpiffy  ai)d  Averfion  oif  the  Populace. 

Hie  Situation  of  their  A/Euj?,  and  the  extraordinary  Power 
of  Loiiis  XIV •  m^dc  it  neceAary  for  the  Governors  of  the  Re- 
publick to  court  hirpi  which  tlio'  they  fometimes  did,  yet  fuch 
was  the  haughty  Spirit  of  their  Adniiniilratjon,  that  by  a  wanton 
DifpLiy  of  what  they  took  to  be  tire  ^c£b  of  their  ©reat  Wi/- 
^oni  and  good  Fortune,  they  provoked  this  great  Monarch  to 

enter 


on.  of tfaft Itepublick.    Thi3fr9d«|pe4  th^ Iw^tl^^jf^JtyzMt  ^ 
as  that  appeared  to  the  People  the  mere  £fFc6h  of  tl)f  p^i^tatiotB  *{ 
Prtdb oC .theirRulcrs,  it  i>ro^gbt  a^ur a-fu<i49^.j^d ia fotw 
Hefpefb  a:  hibody  RevolutiQni.iih9  twp  Dt  /i^iSi^i^S  murder* 
ed  if  the  )Moh»  -  the  Lwv^h  Sffio^i?  entHjcIyi  r^^^Tveds  •  aod 
ffMiam  thctbiid  Prince  ;cf!..6rr7;i(gr>.  by:  thC(4^iK>l^^ioa<^  tU  ' 
perpeoial  £di£ti  reftored  tcr  the  litgbi  Q|S£e$  wjbichijus  Apceftors 
had  difcfaaitted  fvith  fo  inucbfiloryk..-;Tb^gpei(t  CoMragc.aad 
Pnidienccrvith  which  he. ton^  i^  i^xtricatcd  his  : 

Coiintiy  .froai  Difficuktes':v6r)^  Ujt^le  inferic^  to.:tliole  againft  . 
which >iiis. Great  Gcandfath^  ftruggledy  -pfoci^qd.to  him  the* 
ftablePofleffion  of  thofe  Honow^}  which  the  IndMiations  of  his 
Countrymen  had  beftowed^.  and  fisted  bis  Au^nty  upon  2^  firm 
as  wett as  tegi}  fiafiaw.  ^ When^ .^t  grc;at  PmQ9  9wl  himreH* to  . 
the  Throne  Df  the  ^rvte^  Dosmnigfios^  he  ftU)  r^^iined  the  Dig* 
nity  of  ^adtholdqr,-  wfaidi  tecaft  he  had  bef^n  b]Njlf4;Wi^  ^'^'' 
dren,  was  before  that  Time  declared  heredity,.  Vv^  wanting 
this  Support,  and  beioe  obK^  toib:  o&enabfen^^^is  jpowcr 
was  2&u?iiY7  ^^'  iecredy-  dimmifb^  whileiq  outifiran]. AppcaiT  ; 
ance  it  was  at  its.greatcft  heighl^ ;  The  reiaai^  <yf  ti}q  £$uv^ihi  \ 
Faiftion,  partly  by  CompUdLAoe^  an4  pavdy  by  d^^l  pi  the  great  . 
Intereft,aftheir  Families^  ci?ept  again  iuto£mp]k>y0|e^^  (b  that  . 
at  the  Dcmi(c  of  King  IfTtlluim^  ^Siey  became  oDce.mpre  in  fome 
meafun:  Maftcrs^  and  being  taught  PiudenoefSuidModerati^ 
Adverfity,  (Irengthned  ihi^ftfelv.es  imperceptMy,.  and  a;t  leiigth 
I'culed  their  iiway  i^n  amudiibroader  Foun<)auon.t^^n.  it  had  . 
ever ftood  bcfere*  „•.  .^,      .,  ,    -. 

It  is  notinown  toniany.P<5opIc,  .but  the  mat^  4^  F^  U 
ncverthclcfi  trwr,  diat  thtipvutrs^ing  the  laft  gtjj^erf^  War^  and 
the  contir\ual-Oppofition  fiv*eni^y.M>e  Field  DepufJQi  of  the  Stated 
to  tl^  Duke  of  Afarll>orofsghf  more  i:fpccially  jat  hUjuc^  Entrance  . 
upon  his  Command  of  the  Af  lipy  <>f  the  Allies,  was  owing  cur 
tirely  to  this  State  of  (Fbiii^t  :  '.yhc.  LauTie/tfim  Fz£tion  were, 
afraid,  that  if  either  a  Banle  Ihovild  be  Ipfl^^ortJieir  Tn>Qps  r<^- 
'  moved  at  »ny  Didancc  from' their  Frontiers,',  the  inhabitants  of 
the  great  Citic;  would  difcov^r  that  Diflike,.  which  they  knew 
they  bore  to  their  Proceedings,    'i'hshappy  frognjiipf  thatWar 
snule  thcm.calicr  by  Digrcca,  iporu  dpecially  a/i^r  the  unfoitu^ 
natc  Death  of  hi^  Scune  Hiu^nH-fs  tJie  Prince  p(  Orange  and 
Ncjfauy  Father  to  the  pprfwit-i^iauthpidcr,  who  was  frowned  in 
his  Paira«:cat  Morcdyk^  Yn/ytht  i^ttv  171I1  ashe  was  con.ing  to 
the  Hfgue^  to-fcttltr  ail  roiuib  iu  Jiijfciince  bcTwtcn  ti.c  King  of  . 
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PruJJia  arid  litmfetf;  lYi  Relation*  to  the.  Sucoeffion'^f .  Ab  late  * 
Kfng  Tf^illiaki  the  third )  the  Prince  feeing  Heir  by . WiU^  and  tho  - 
King  by  Defccnt  :■  .    • 

By  this  deplorable  Accident  in  b  critical  a  Seafen,  when  die  ' 
CLiinis  of  the  Houle  of  Orange  defended  a  feeond  Tihie  to  a 
pofthumous  Chlld^-  the  Steps  taken  tofupport  thetn  were  ren- 
dered abortive,  and  at  the  I'amis  time*  it  ruined  in  a  manner  all ' 
the  Hopes  of  thofe  w^ho  weito  eithCkr 'attached  ty  Inclcnation,  -ot .. 
coAneded  by  their  Circumftailiaes  to  that  Houfe.'  Thoibniinant 
Party  taking  the  Advantage  th^i%f6reW this  &vonrablcGppoitiH' 
nity,  exertecl  their  utmoft  Skill  and  Power  in  difpofing  of  all  .- 
riaccs  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might  l^ender  them  for^cver  fecure^' 
and  prevent  fo  rhiich  a^  the  glimttiering  of  aRecovo^jriBotheir  . 
i  )pponents,'  in  Which  if  they  did  not  ^tas  vronhy  GitisLtusi  tbcy 
certainly  behaved  Wifely  upon  party  PrihcipkK,  and*  fcr'-fimie 
time  their  Scheme  was  attended 'with  atl  «he  Succeftxbey  could  ^ 
wilh,  as  in  other  Countries  is  generally  ihtt  Gaf^  tiil>  Pany  Sue*  > 
ctA  turns  upon  itfclf.  ■    •  -     . 

In  this  State  Things  continued  for  many  Years;:  and  Ais   . 
Continuance  chcouraged  fucb^s  WJire -Matters  of  Pofwcr,  to  be*   ■ 
Uei'e  it  a  Thing  inherent  to  them,  that  they  had  an  exduftve  . 
Right  to  enjoy  Itj  and  that  whoever  fought  to  rife  without  their. 
Confcnt,  tho'  he  fought  it  in  ever  fo  honourable  a  manner,  wa& 
^)  be  regarded  as  a  public  £nem)% '  A  Man  mi^  be  learned^ 
iiiditttrious  and  rich^  mi^tit  live  in  what  manner  henmild,  build 
Palaces,  iet  up  Equipages,  k^p  AiTcfmblies,  or  even  Operas. ia 
his  own  Hotifeunnloletted;  but  if  fuch  a  Man  lired  fra|aUy» 
was  kind  to  his  poor  Neighbours,  and  took  pains  to  be  aopiainted 
with  the  bettier-  Sort  at  the  fame  l^me,  he  was  held  in  Snipicion« 
and  if  he  attempted  togct  into  the  Magiftracy,  he  was  accounted 
a  dangerous  Man*    Thefc  ApJ^rehenfions,  grounded  jupon  the  ' 
known  Difconfents  t)f  the  common  People,  had  fudi  zk  EiFefl: 
upon  the  Grandees,  that  inf^ead  of  regarding  the  Weliare  and. . 
Spirit  of  the  RepUbCck,  they  fludied  onty  to  prcfcrvc  it  in  Peace  i  - 
and  this  becaufe  they  faw  plainly, -iliat  whenever  War  was  de- 
clared or  entered  into  againft  any'Enemy,  but^inft  Franu 
more  efpeciallyj  it  wotild  fooner  Or  later  make  a  Breach  in  their 
Syftem,  through  liuhich  the  Stadtholdef  would  certainly  enter  ■ 
and  bring  in  his  Friends  with  hiiti^  which  they  dreaded  as  mudi 
as  they  did  the  }aft  Day.  -  -. 

I  may  fafdy  apj^cd  to  the  Hiflotyof-  £W*^r  in  «:neral,  and  to'  - 
that  of^  this  Republick  in  pairticulaf,.  (br  the  Proof  of  what  I 
i^w    Treaty  after'Treaty  was  made  for  the  fake  of  prcfery ijjg, 
^i  rather  pardiing  up  of  Peaces  the  i^litary.  Eftablifluncnt  was 
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fuffrred  t6  run  into  great  Difordcr,  llieir  tniritioic  P*wo-  dniiH 
died  exircjraty,  and  in  Q^cut  evo^y  Thing  fiuik,  except  I'axet, 
Debts,  and  tna  private  Konuncs  of  thdc  gre«  RoJeis  and  ihnf 
Friend^.  By  tliis  n^eans  \i  c^me  tit  paji>,  tji»t  in  a  thon  Tone 
it  w*s  no  Scivcl  the  Straiigtli,  of  the  Sutc  was  greaiiy  declined, 
ihewas  in  no  Condition  to  undert^e  any  thing  cxtraordinaiy 
lo  deliver  hef  out  of  this  Pligjit,  biU  rather  obliged  to  zttsdi  her- 
felffome  Way  or  other  to  her  Ni-'ighbours,  fo  m  to  be  fure  of 
.  SupfKut,  3nd  to  be  out  of  ftuiger  of  taking  up  Arms.  Ya  evei 
in  thcfe  Circfniftanecs  there  wanted  not  Men  bold  cJioiigh  to 
profef^  themrtjves  Pauiois,  to  compare  the  piefeoc  Condition  of 
«he  Rcpublick  with  the  pafl^  and  to  teftify  their  Wi&es,  that 
the  fate  of  ASairs  niigiit  change,  fo  as  to  rcfcmble  whit  they 

■  were  jii  former  Times.  In  172a,  the  StuUi  of  Gntlderi 
chofe  the  Prince  of  Oran^t  their  Stadtholdei-,  notwitliAandiug 
^  the  Of^qTition  tlut  could  be  given  to  that  .McQJure  by  ihe 
Plovincs  pr  fielland;  and  tliis  alarmed  the  itfcvailin|:  Partjs 
exceflively.  Tliey  faw  fhat  this  would  give  Life  and  Spirit  to 
the  Patriots,  aiid  that  as^  ^i  Seiene  Highnc^  gi;^w  up,  and  dif- 

■  pUycd  vpon  a"  Occafitins  the  hereditary  Virtues  of  his  Family^ 
the  Num^ei  «f  hb  Adherents  would  increale,  and  thofe  wtia 
diilike4  ijieir  Managemem  would  not  be  without  a  Head,  its) 
had  been  the  Cafe  tor  many  Ycaj^  ;  and  tiiis  heightened  thai) 
^vei-fion  to  every  thing  that,  had  the  Itaft  Appearance  of  Vi- 
jour,  or  of  Spirit,  at  the  fame  Time  it  drove  them  into  thsB 
VOinpIaiCince  for  a  certain  powerful  Neiglibour,  which  wa« 
fo  detrimental  to  the  true  Mtetefts  of  £ur^. 

When  in  Spite  of  all  thiir  Care,  and  arar  -a  long  Seiiet  fif 
temporlziiig  ^d  negoci)tii%,  they  found  tbqt^elyu  obliged 
to  taltb.  a  Tvt  in  thi^  h&  War,  their  Omdud  was  fo  fiuen 
tuatiiiff  and  irregular,  thajtit  g^ve  no  faxall  DijUtisfaflion  let 
both  Parties,  On  the  one  Hi^d,  the  Aili(9  knew  not  how. 
to  depend  upon  them  i  ai^d,  (ut  ^le  other  Hand)  no^rithftaacW 
jng  in.  the  Service  they  .rendered  to  tinffwuk  by  ,  (heir 
Fick(ienels  and  IrrefglutjoiD  J  they  aUb  w«xe ^t  a  ,]Ut6.  how  to 
4ea1  tV'iththem.  In  theiirftPIjice,  they  tried  by  the  Istrintc* 
of  PtneUft  a{id  ^is  SucceQ^r,  tQ  eii^;^  diemin  a  N^utiwt^ 
to  which  tltey  IheA'ed  at  once  an  mdioation  and  a  ReliK- 
tance.  ,The.  former  was  the  KfTcfts  of  thctrueSpitit  d£  theU 
Government,  which  was  to  take  Care  of  thcin(eivn>  and  kt 
whiU  wpldil  bt^omi:  of  the  itH  of  the  Woftd  t  the  latter  pro-. 
cceded  f^om  ti^ir  Fear,  Ibi  it  ynt  now  evident  enou^  that 
the  People  pbhpricd  fo  diQiOnour^blealllcafMre^'aiHl  war.  inr 
dined  t&  hazird  ^y  thing,  nthcr  titan  luik  iotoKb  Ibameful  • 
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State  of  Dependoice  on  diat  Power,  which  of  all  odiers  tbey 
had  tnoft  Reafon  to  fear. 

To  bring  the  Matter  therefore  to  ibme  IfTue,  the  Frnub 
Court  took  the  Re&lution  of  making  ufc  of  Force,  and  thit 
induced  them  to  transfer  the  War  into  the  Lnv  Countries^  and 
to  attack  the  Barrier,  which  certaiiily  was  no  Part  of  their 
original  Ocfigni  atid  which  ncifhef  could,  nor  did  contribute 
miich  to  the  facilitating  their  Views;  In  this  Invaflon  they 
had  ail  the  Success  they  could  dciire  in  the  Field,  but  none  at 
all  in  the  great  Point  of  the  Neutnirity,  which  by  this  Time 
w&s  become  more  difficulty  and  more  dangerous  for  thcfe  great 
Stateffflcii  to  undertake  i  jfince  their  Syftem  was  now ,  tho-< 
roughly  manifeft^  and  from  the  ftrange  Manher  in  which 
the  Wjur  had  been'condudlcd^  their  Forces  fo  much  Weakened^ 
that  they  were  as  little  able  to  iitipofe  bv  Viotenct  upoA  their 
Subjcdb,  as  to  oppofe  their  EnemlcS^  in  the  niean  time,  th6 
Length  df  the  War  grew  infuppoitable  to  the  tyench^  and 
^^  found  themfdves  under  an  abfolute  Neccffity  of  coming 
to  Extremities,  iM  trying  what  mi^t  be  done  by  faUihg  up- 
on the  Territories  of 'the  States^  which  hitherto  had  been  re* 
fp^ded.  Thcr^  is  but  too  much  Caufcto  believe,  that  this 
was  not  altogether  unforcfccn  in  Iiclldnd\  and  the  FnnchGt- 
nerats,  from  the  natural  Infoicncc  and  Impetuollty  of  thatNa* 
tion,  made  fo  little  a  Secret  of  the  Ext)C(5\ations  or  their  Courts 
when  th^  feH  upcm  Dutch  Flanders^  that  the  Populace,  who 
had  long  Dcforc  opened  their  Eyes,  were  tempted  bv  Defpair 
to  open  their  Mouths  too,  and  to  declare  iji  plain  Terms  a* 
gainft  that  Government,  which  cither  by  Connivance  or  Con- 
trivance had  facrificcd  them. 

The  only  Expedient  they  could  ha\'e  fccourfc  to,  wasfet- 
tingup'his  Serene  High neis  the  Pnrice  of  Orange  zx\^KaJfak 
for  Stadtfaolder ;  and  therefore  there  is  no  Kind  of  Wondeft 
that  they  had  rccourfe  to  it.  But  however  the  Spirits  of  the 
Nation  were  funk  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  whatever  Figure 
the  Mobs  mi^  make,  that  brought  this  important  Event  abour^ 
in  our  Gazettes,  I  can  affirm  that  they  were  in  thcmfdvcs 
veiy  intonfidersible,  and  that  two  or  three  good  Troops  of 
Hodfe  might  have  difpcr(cd  them  with  gfcat  Eafe.  The  Rea- 
der Btuft  have  a  Care  of  conceiving  from  hence,  that  thofe 
who  Wifhed  well  to  this  Revolution  were  only  the  Dregs  of 
tf>t  Peeple,  for  there  is  nothing  lefs  true  \  but  tnofe  .who  wilh- 
ed  w«y  to  it5  contented  thcmfclvcs  with  thofe  Wiljics,  and 
were  afraid  to  give  any  publick  Signs  of  their  Satis^ion  till 
it  bccabie  dangerMi  mx  to  do  it  j;  and  then  feeing  the  Strength 


abcy^  '{oi^g  b^>m   ¥i?f  (Aity  aifl^itfd''tbemfel4^'tc>  be  impd^ 

\^ch  tK^f;K'.iVtJlian^€'hiKM>fccii  inflantBneoiifly  jhroducrf,- wjtf" 
ag^o^tbiiK^'oi  ns'proi^iii^  H&  cffedual  a^  theyxould  defirc' 
it  I  mii^iiMct^  either  mifl  a  Retorn  dflfidbl^ce^  ef  iaA^; 
unit5Ub^idA^'irimidhy<>iaat]rfg^^  thcfe-4c^  lirhbm  cW 
hadfo  long^  fubmitted,  they  lett  the  AccompliftiA^t  of  di». 
greM  Wbrtt^ex  Ae  Pbjufab^  who  had  begun  k^ '  -AccorXv^j 
thePHb)efei«^  dedaftfd  SbidlhdMet  of  th^Uimni  '^^^ti9  iy47^ 

It' iiverf  certain,  thslt  {fflhefe  poor  PebJ^lVhlEkd^]^^ 
w^  h6w»to^  abmirtheif  Affitirsy  ib  th^  Ito^  i^^ 
wo^kl  hiJEv£*  Men  at,  tbey  Woidd  ^haVe  perfortnled  die  ^hcK 
Bufisi^fe  of^tf^RdPormattonta  a  Minidei  and' ks  ?c  Wte^  thcv  pff«^^ 
<^ifid  Abtfe  KiciibliitkiM  ^ich  have  been  the 'Ba(i&  of  aO  thatf^ 
has  beei^  'do^  fuia^  and  which  wHI  tn'the  Ehd  bec^Mae  IM 
fundamentut  Rrincipltt  of  tlie  .B/i^VLiberty,  either (rjr  JiRcs^ 
ftoration  of  the  6ld  Conffihition,  or  ^  tkytillruaini^  it d-]ifc#;' 
But  hd^  *  upright  16t^et-  thdr  fotentfenis  m^t  be,  the  'W^* 
fterotfs  Manner  in  ^^hkh^tbey  •perrfued  thCTi>  was  ihanifUtfy^ 
inconfifient  with  any  Kind- ^or  GoVcmmentj'  and  therefort  in^ 
ftead  of  toufTtcnandng  tbetao,  the  Prino&  StadtholdtT  fbun^ 
bimrdf  mider  a  Neceffity  of.  rdlraining  theiii«  -  7Tiis  ytrt 
neceflary  Step  had  two  very  unJacky  Cohfeqncnces  ;  thefirfq 
that  it  ^hceiiiniged  the  fallen  Party  to  form  hew  Schemes ;  afnl 
thenexty'lliat  it  not  only- damped  the  Spirits  of  the  Populaiccv 
but  induced  thofc  who  teiittxly  approved  their  ft  o<.eeding5,t(f 
fufpeft  that  Things  would  take  another  newlwnv  and  thft 
the  old  Fa<35on  wouW  avafftherriielrcsof  theStaddxr^clcr^s  Au- 
thbrity.  ^"hofe  N©tii*>n5  flo&tihg  in  People^»  H|i?»ii%  prodoctd 
fbr^ftniel'fmeaCi)nftifioh  that  no  Wonfc  <ani  defcribe,  ani 
of  which  It  is  ^mp^l&Me  'Aat-anv  ihould  form  an  Idea,  except 
thofe-  Wh6  few  and  obfcrvcd  Its  Effects.  By  Duetts  ail  Ranki 
of  People  returned  to  tl>eir -original  Sentitnenv^,  the  Patrons 
of  the  cSd'Syfteni  found  thj^felves  rather  frigiVted  than  hurt*, 
Aey  -^^^re  ftil  5n*the  qaieir-Pofll'ffit»n  n«M:  >>uly  of  their -pri* 
vate  FcnrtimesV'butof  their  «Pofts  \n  t!ie  GoVcrrfment,  airJ 
this  temhled  tKent  to  make  their  utiricll  EHt^rts  to  pnkufk 
fuch  a -Gouritenancc  t^thiiir  former  Proceedhiffs,*  as  miefit 
make  it  appear  both  at  home  and  abroad,  thatt  *i\-hat  they  Ji^ 
-was  with  the  Confent  of  the' Nation.  VVhifc-thc}'  Itad  th» 
great  Point  in  Vicw^  ti>ey  forgot  the  Promifcs:  which  the\'  brf 
inaJc  the 'People  in  tfiefltrgiilning  of  the  Yeiir,  ard  t o  t*rt: 
i^Hormalice  of  whi<:ti  dioy-txpckd  It  ^dida''K'ff^:j'<?iE*ilr 
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to  cjJt  thcnv  ^n  th^  $(:ofc  of.^  yeiy <Ungei»us  X)iftein(iesy.>vulv- 

which  hib  Serene  Highods,wa$  t^i^)  ^ffiided,  the  IfUie  of  whiciv^ 

being  very  Uoubcfa]>.  kept  the  Hopes  of  fome,  and  the  Fears  of 

others  In  fufpcnr^i  by  which)  ^  the  dpmeftick  Oeconomy  of  tliie. 

RepuMickfufFered.  exceedingly,   fo  h'l^  to  be  feared  the  com— 

nx>n  Cauic  mcc  with  irrcpaiable  Ds^'inage,  by  tlic  negleA  of  s^: 

War»  as  impor^iu.inits  Confc^enct^s^  as  in  its  Natijuffs  it  w^ft 

juftandncccfrary^.;.  .   .  -  ...    >    ,7 

.  Hainan  Policy  may  he  Comparted  ta.tbc  Image  oty/fffus^  Cp>^^- 

the  Eyes  in  the  Hea^  that  look  backw^rd^  being.  infinKtaly^^beCtiif^ 

than  th<^e  tliat  reipe^  prefout  or  future  Evcntb.  •  It  is:V«ry:G9r- 

tain  tha$  good  Patriots  at  this  Jun^ucCi  wcfc- under  •violent  J^, 

piTchenfions,  and  Iciarc  fiiy  tliae  was^^ipt  a  finglcM^Qiinr^^jM? 

hndf  that  foKfaw^tbe  .Cuni'v.qMenccs  Vf  thU  dull  :andr  ind^enr 

Supinenefs,  at  a  Seafon  that  rujuirod  ^  iitmoft  ActicVitVs^  y<^ 

aytihcgrcatefl^Citrumfpeftion.    It. had>  however,  gpodES«H5b^. 

for  the  People's  Pa^encc  being  quite  wore  put,  and  no  iUgn  of 

the  Performance,  pf  what  had  been  prpmifcd  them,  they  refund 

the  Work  of  Rcformatitjn,  and  rriolvcd  to  dcmolifli  the  Farms« 

Wheii  ooccthisHuuiour  i>iok9  qy  t,:  it  (4)read  like'VV'iAdiirc;. 

Publicans  were  ever  hated  in  all  CountrUs,  and  bv  ;ill,Natioiis} 

that  IS,  thofc.who  fpojl  their  Ncij{^\b«u(:i  under  volour  of  ex^ 

ccuting  the  Laws,  but  in  reality  toj^nricli  thcmfclvwi.     This 

was  plainly  an4  und€;niably  the  Oifvofthp  Farmeis,  from  tho 

gceatcfl:  to  the  lead  i  and  whatever  Audiority  they  ought  derivq 

from  the  Laws,  there  is  no.  doubt  diat  their  Infolence,  thctr  Lux  * 

ury,  and  their  Profi^n  was  their  own i  and  for  thefediey  wtrd 

mod  juiHy  punifhcd. 

One  would  have  im^incd  that  th?  ihorteft  and  moft  natural 
W-ay  of  putting  a  {^op  to  thcic  £)if<>riieis,  had  bce^i  to  have  com-« 
pKed  with  the  rromifes  made  to  the  People  in  t;he  Month  of  Ja-^ 
tuiary^  and  this  was  the  very  Mcdiod  to  which  the  .M^gi* 
firatcs  in  ibme  Cides  were  inclined,  to  have  xe^ourfe ;  but 
the  Lovers  of  th^pld  Syflem,  who(:ouM  not  bear  the  thoughts 
of  lofme  the  Farms  ana  the  Faanprs,  which  afford^  at  ones 
3  large  Revenues  and  a  numi;rpus  Militia,  intcrpo&d,  cancelled 
the  publick  Ads  of  thofe  MagilUatjes,  and  exulo^vouz^  ^9 
maintain,  as  efTentiai  to  the  Government,  what  was  become  ait 
infupportable  Burthen  upon  the.  People;  towards  which  thpy 
made  a  very  free  Ufc  of  his  Serene  Hig^ncfi's  Name,  endeavour- 
ing to  entrench  their  own  Mcafiurcabiihindhislittcs,  This,  tfaa' 
well  contrived,  proved  but  a  very  .feeble  Expedient  Weak  and 
infirm  as  his  Hig^nefs  was,^  he  iliewed  the  true  Sph^t,  .and.  gc- 
,/icrpus  Refolui^on  of  hii^  iUufUi^v^  family .j  h^  qimjiiin  Per- 
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fon  and  offered  that  Propofition,  which  gave  new  Life  to  tf.« 
Rcpublick,  by  fliewing  the  Plan  upon  which  he  meant  to  pro- 
tccd>  and  that  he  Was  in  Earned  tcfolvcd  to  put  the  Govern- 
ment upon  its  o!J  and  right  Foundation,  the  JLovc,  the  Fide- 
lity, and  Confidence  6f  all  its  Subjects. 

His  Highnc£i*s  fubfcqucnt  Behaviour,  in  regard  to  theTutnuIts 
at  Amjicrdam^  the  Pains  taken  to  fatisfy  the  Pe6plc  of  Fttcz- 
land  and  Grtningen^  his  Care  In  reference  to  the  Difturbanccs 
a^  Leydcn^  his  being  content  to  undergo  the  Fatigue  of  holding 
the  fuprcnic  DirccHon  of  Affairs  belonging  to  the  Eaji-h' 
i\a  Compuny,  and  difchar^ing  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  a^  to  ex- 
cite a  Dcfirc  in  the  Proprietors  of  the  IVefl-tAdia  Company  to 
vcf^  the  like  Mcafurc  of  Authority  in  his  Hands,  plainly 
pii^ve  that  he  inherits  the  Virtues  and  great  Qualities  of  his 
ilhiftrious  Houfe,  and  fecms  to  be  raifed  up  by  Proridence  xxi 
clirliverthc  Republick  from  the  Jaws  of  Corruption  (aMon- 
lier  lefs  hideous  indeed,  but  more  fubtlc,  and  to  the  full  as  inexo- 
rable as  Tyranny  herfelf)  by  his  Wifdom  and  Virtue.  When  Or- 
der Ihall  be  rc-dlabliflied.  Credit  rcftorod,  the  naval  Power  of  the 
ZtaUi  revived,  a  permanent  Spirit  of  Patriotifm  excited, 
and  the  Majefty  of  the  Republick.  recovered  to  hcf  ancic-n! 
Splendor  J  wc  (hall  fee  Things  take  a  new  turn  in  Europe  j  ar.J 
the  States  General  r^  much  revered  and  clfccmcd  at  the  (Jlole,  js 
they  were  at  the  Bv.-^iiuiing  of  the  prefent  Century. 

All  the  fenfihle  and  difinttrcftcd  Part  of  the  Dutch  Nation, 
arc  by  fliis  Time  convinced,  that  the  Notion  of  a  perfect  Demo- 
cracy, and  a  Form  of  Govcrninent  founded  oji  ;in  Equalit\'  of 
Wealth  and  Power,  is  mere  Delufion,  invented  and  prcachcJ  up 
by  fuch,  as  nican  to  poflcfs  thcnifclves  of  as  nuicli  of  both  as 
tlicy  can  poffibly  iirafp,  and  then  cover  themfdves  and  their 
AHociates  with  tlie  fpecious  Title  of  tlie  Rulers  of  a  free 
People,  when  they  are  in  W(k  no  more  than  Leaders  ofactT- 
liiin  Fiicllon.  The  Nation  muft  be  fatisficd  from  Expcricnctv 
tlnit  fuch  a  Rcjlmcn  a^  tliis,  participates  of  both  Extreamsy  of 
'[yr.inny  and  Anarchy  ;  inclining  to  the  former  in  a  Scafonof 
full  Peace,  and  declining  towards  the  latter  in  a  time  of  Trou- 
ble. The  Di:t:h  Nation  niufi  by  this  Time  apprehend,  ih?.t 
tlje  only  natural  Poize  in  their  Conftitution  is  the  Power  of  a 
^uiJi!v)l(lcr ;  in  whom  an  e\'cc!s  of  Authority  can  never  be 
lipprchcndcj,  while  that  innate  Lo'.c  of  Liberty,  for  whi.'h 
I  hey  have  been  ever  famous,  continues  to  glow  in  thc-ir  Bo- 
Kuno,  arui  \.J}(;ll;  Authority  will  hv  Dcmcs  cxtingulfh  thofc 
-rAtieiivprs  tliai.  crafty  and  feditious  Men  may  infpire  their  IWs 
10  nvu.';e,  in  order  to  create  frclh  Cunfidions.     Harmony  aril 
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Pcrfcclion  arc  the  Worts  of  'I'imc,  as  well  as  W!iHorJi,  :r» } 
the  Continuance  of  Peace,  will  without  Doubt  bring  tiom  to 
that  Maturity,  which  will  oliectualiy  rcltore  the  donidli  J:  ol.  tu 
of  their  AfFaii-s. 

As  to  the  foreign  Interells  of  this  Rep'iMick^  they  ccnfift  la 
living  upon  good  'i'erms  with  their  Neighbours,  in  th-  itrict 
performance  of  Treaties  and  iiy  UiemairiAenanceof  theBallanctf 
of  Power.  A  good  0>rrt:rp<)nJi'ncc  with  their  Neighbours,  is 
an  clfential  Pqint  of  Policy  with  refpefl  to  this  Statej  b«caufe 
the  chief  Dependancc  of  her  SubjciSts  is  on  Commerce^  Wliich  is 
incompatible  with  an  unfettlcd  State  of  Things.  This  Maxim 
howe\'er  miift  not  be  adhered  to,  without  due  Deferencfc  for 
the  other  two,  fmce  Peace,  like  Gold  may  bi  bought  too  dcar^ 
and  nothing  can  be  fo  prejudicial  to  Comnierrci  .is  to  m.ike  it  a 
pretence  for  bc^traying  the  Dignity?  and  finking  the  Credit  of 
tlie  State,  by  which  it  muft:  be  in  Time  weakened,  ;tnd  in  the 
End  loft.  Alliances  and  Treaties  of  a  dc-fcr.five  Nature,  are  to 
be  made  with  grcnt  DL-libcration,  but  are  facrcd  when  once 
concluded,  and  mult  be  at  all  Events  fulfilled,  that  the  Repub- 
lick  may  have  a  clear  Tide  to  the  Afllftance  of  her  Allies,  when- 
ever her  CircumftancLS  may  require  it.  But  that  P<:acc  may 
produce  thofc  Fruits  thr.t  are  expc£icd  i'lam  it,  that  the  Endea- 
vours of  the  Republick  may  prove  fuccctful  in  the  Cauli:  of  her 
Friends,  and  that  her  Allies  may  never  be  deterred  from  com- 
plying with  their  Engagements  in  her  Favour,  it  is  abfolutelr 
neceffary  that  the  Balance  Jhould  be  preferred.  For  this  Max- 
im, as  it  gave  Being  to  the  Republick,  which  w*as  fupported  in 
Its  Infancy,  in  order  to  Icflen  the  exorbitant  Power  of  Sf'cin  j 
fo  if  ever  the  Ballance  fhould  be  loft,  it  is  furc  to  feel  the  bad 
EfFefts  of  it  firft,  and  in  the  moft  imminent  Dcsree.  As  thcfc 
are  Truths,  which  may  be  dcmonftrated  i'roaii  Reafon,  fo  they 
have  been  more  tlian  once  juftiticd  by  Experience,  lince  the 
AiFairs  of  Europe  were  never  at  a  Ciifis  in  this  Rcfp«.(Si,  but 
thofc  of  the  United  Provinces  vfCT^  in  the  utmoft  Danger,  as  thtf 
Reader  has  already  fecn,  from  a  Dedudicn  of  FatEts* 

In  the  Norths  it  is  apparently  the  Intereft  of  Hcllond  to  fup* 
port  the  Independency  of  the  fcveral  Powers  in  tliat  Part  of 
Europe.  Her  wifcft  Sratefmcn  have  always  maintained  this, 
and  when  her  Ailairs  have  been  beft  managed,  ihc  hsis  a£ted 
accordingly.  Her  Pleets  have  more  than  once  fecured  the 
Kingdom  of  Denmark  from  being  totally  overwhelmed  ^  and 
flie  has  frequently  fdt  in  Return,  the  good  ElFe£U  of  her  wife 
End  laudable  Concern  for  the  Dams.  At  the  Clofe  of  tlie  laft 
Century,  fhc  joined  with  Gragi  Britain  in  fending   a  Fleet 
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tinder  the  CoiT^mand .  of  Sir  Gkor^f  R^ote,  to  die  Affifbncepf 
the  Swefis^'xi^'nyfliidiP^^^  ag^inft  the  Dmiesi     , 

and  Ihis'tjop  wasa  wifejmd^prudtifrMcafure,  Which  anTwenJ 
very"  efFeffiwllytVc  End  jtW/ifiiailcuUt^  to  anfy^s  and  pre* 
vcntird  that  Pefijyt!  Jrgiri  hkrfi|'tink£ti' which. was' coptrivdl  tp    , 
weajtcn,.  {(jjisr^o  Aitiv^rt  triQjBtjllaiKc  in  tlie  Norfh^  Whicji    . 
can  hevcM:  fiinW« .  b^t  the  Cphun^ree  of  HoOunJ  niuflf  lufer  likc^ 
Wile.    .........  .     . 

It  i«  Jfripoljible  to  refcqfon  the  Situation  of  ftp  Terrkori« 
of  dic^Kepu^lick,  without  perceiving  how  great >h  Intereft  (he 
has  In  pref^rving  the '  Balance  hefwieen  the  Hbufi^s  of  jhjtria, 
and.'^ivr^*^.  a;*id  of  what  importance  \t  is  to,  her  Safety,    ' 
as  wcll'as  Pfofpcrity^  thaf  the; former  fhoidd  hpt.be  oppreflcd. 
She  is  rvkewifc  obfigcd  to  liave  a  conftant  Attention   to  the 
Princes;6f  u<r«*«[y,  who.pii  the  other  Sdc  tiavj;?  very  pow- 
erful RoaRiris'to  live  upon  'good  Terms,  with;  Ker'j  and  i/^en. 
her  Affairs  require  it,    to  yield  "her  any  AjSifUnce  that  flie 
wants.     But  above   all,  (he  is  bound  to  maintain  a  perfect! ' 
Friendfliip  with  his  Prujfmn  Majefty,  as  well  on  account  of 
the  \raft  acceffiori  of  Poi;»fer,  \fhidl  that  Mmrffch  few  oterfff-'  ^ 
cd,  as  his  being  her  near  Neighbour,  in  Confcquence  of  having 
Part  of  GuehUrland  y\<:\Ati  to  him  by  tlic  Treaty  of  Utreckt-f 
the   Hutchy  of  Ckvesy  by  his  Treaty  of  Partition  with  the 
Elcftor  Palatine ;  the  Didricls  that  fell  to  him  as  joint  Heir 
of  King  JfilU^ini  III ;  and  the  Principality  of  Eajl  Frie%larJ\ 
wliich  is  acquired  by  the  Extinction  of  the  Line  of  its  ancient 
Princes.     VVith  all  thcfe  Powers,  the  Rcpublick  is  under  En- 
gas;ement$  by  folcmn  Treaties,  and  it  is  by  an  tmBt  Perform 
mance  of  tbefc,  that  (he  muft  maintain  her  Rapk,   her  Re^ 
piitation),  and  the  Benefits  which  rcfuh  to  her  Subjedb,  froofi 
the  Conffitutiqn  of  her   Govetliment  \   which  in  Virtue  of 
thofe  Treaties,  all  thcfe  Powers  are  bound  to  matotsin. 

In  reference  to  the  Balknec  in  Itaiy^  fhe  has  alfo  conlidcrablfl 
Inferefl;  refuking  from  the  large  Share  of  Guiunerce .  which 
her  Subje^  enjoy  in  the  MedkerrancMn  and  the  Levant^  and 
which   will  always   depend  on  the    »rc(ervtng  the  Indcpsn^  • 
d^^fieeof  the  Princes. and  States^,  iu  Jiat  Part  of  Europe \  fa 
that  ihe.iii  bound  to   promote  that,  as  6u-  as  in   her  lies;  ^ 
and  m  TiiiKS  paft,.  hasibewn  a  due  regard  to  tfait  Q4>ligation. 
She  has.  bciides,  fbmie,  particular.  Engagements  with  the  Sx^fi 
CiifitoNSj  and  their  Mies ^  and  hasfot  a  bng Courfi:  of  Yean, ; 
hqrf  a  confidcxable Corps  of  their  Infantry  in  her  Sonricc,  who'. 
with  great  Courage  and  FideUtJ  Wc  fought  in. fuppor:  of 
f>Qr  Liberties^  yrhcn^y^  jAi«y  were  in  Dan£en^.j 

»      ^* 


t  499  1 

Laftly,  thqre  is  nothing  cicsurcr,  tlian  tliat  it  is  her  tru^  In- 
tercft  to  live  in  pcrfcft  HarittOhy  With  Great  Bntajn ;  in  aS 
touch  as  both  Countries  have  continually  reaped  th«  grcateft 
Advantages,  when  this  Union  has  fubfiftcd ;  and  have  both  felt 
the  bad  Eftedb  of  being  fct  at  VatiancC^  and  employing  their 
maritime  Forces  againft  each  other,  through  the  Intrig»ies  of 
their  common  Enemies.  It  i3  iftdeed  true^  that  each  of  thcfe 
Powers  have  an  equal  Intercll  in  Commerce ;  but  \trhilc  thqr 
live  upon  good  Terms,  and  cortfult  their  rdpeftivc  Intereflfs 
onlv,  they  can  witiiout  any  Difficulty  regulate  the  Vicv'5  o^ 
tficiV  Subje<SlS)  To  as  to  pl-cvent  their  Chlhing  Vfvh  each  Other; 
and  for  the  common  Benefit  of  bothj  which  in  the  ptclent 
Situation  of  Thing^t  is  k^i  eaficr  than  in  former  Tirhcs ;  mi 
perha[)s  too  of  greater  Confequencc  than  e\'er,  confidering  die 
new  Schemes  that  arc  every  Da^  formed,  and  forming  iii 
different  Parts  of  Eurcffj  with  a  TcndenqT  equally  FreJudiJ 
cial  to  tiic  Trade  of  both. 

CHAP;    XV  i 

.  ft  ■ 

Of  the  true  Inter  eft  (f  Great  Britain,  ^itb  rti 
fpe&  to  the  other  pQfwers  £/*  Europe. 

TH  E  graAial  Changes  that  have  ha{!ipen«d  in  thtf  Ctretrnl^i 
fiances  of  this* Nation^  may  be  very  rationally  fuppafei 
to  have  had  a  flrohg  Infltxence  tmorr  its  Jnti^efts^  and  yet  this 
does  not  feem  t^  hare  been  fumciendy  cdnfidered  \  for  if  it 
had,  we  fliouU  fcarce  find  fo  mairy  People  a»  there  leatly  ane^ 
who  adhere  to  the  old  Notions  iaid  mwn  by  ktht  of  ow 
Patriots  in  the  Beginning  o^  the  lafl  Century,  that  tlie  true 
Intereft  of  this  NatiM  confiAs  m  keeping  ikit]i  Affairs  as  dif^ 
tind:  from  tbofe  of  the  Continent!^  zs  ihtkt  CouAti'y  is  removod 
firom  it  by  Kater e,  who  by  fuTrotinding  it  with  lh0  Stt,  feMDs 
to  have  made  it  a  World  by  itfelF.  K  rnuft  be  Oonfefled:,  that 
many  plaufible  Thin^  have  been  adVaA^  ill  Suppdtft  oif  this 
DoArinej  as  well  as  great  Au^ofitfas  aile^ged^  move  efpscial* 
ly  diat  of  the  le&rned  Antiquary  Sir  Ratirt  Cetivn^  who  wrote 
a  Trcatife  to  this  Puipofe  in  the  Reign  of  King  Jdmif  I 
with  a  View  ofcofnfinctnjg  Hinry  P»itice  oltniUsy  thtt  he 
ought  not  to  fxf-9iiy  -RefpeA  to  A^  Ai^wneM^  Wiiicb  kad 
bfcn  infiHuated   to  him,  asainfl  the  paufidc  Meafures'  that 
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Uxrc  then  in  Fafhion,  but  ought  to  regard  wtiate\'cr  wa? 
faid  of  iForcign  Wars,  and  foreign  Acqiiiiitions,  as  calcu- 
lattJ  to  gratify  t'l.  Spirit  of  ambitious &ton,  at  the  Expencc 
of  their  Country,  which  had  been  often  exhaufted,  but 
never  received  any  real  Benefit  from  fuch  Kind  of  Expe- 
ditions, ?s  he  undiTtoolc  to  (hew  from  HifLory  and  Records. 

But  whatever  Tnith  there  might  be  in  this  Dodrinc,  as  it  is 
laid  down  by  him,  and  how  weU  foevcr  it  might  be  fupport- 
ed  by  the  Ir.lhinces  which  he  has  produced,  it  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  prcfent  State  of  our  Aflairs,  and  the  only  Ufe 
tliat  can  be  made  of  it,  is  fo  far  to  examine  it,  as  that  vn 
niay  be  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  this  Obfcrvation.  The 
Exix:diiions  made  by  our  ancient  Princes  for  the  Maintenance 
of  the  Countries  thej'  pofleflcd  in  Frat:cff  or  in  Support  of  their 
Claim  to  tbat  Crown,  might  very  probably  impoveriih  this 
Nation,  and  how  much  foever  their  Succeflcs  might  enlarge 
the  Power,  or  exalt  the  Gloiy  bfthofe  Monarchs,  they  might 
be  far  enough  from  being  u(eful  to  their  Subjefb.  It  is  how- 
tvcr  very  poffibic  that  they  might  be  in  fome  meafure  necef- 
fiir}^,  as  our  Conftitution  then  flood ;  and  we  (hall  have  the 
more  Reafon  to  credit  this,  if  we  confider  that  fuch  of  our 
Princes  were  alwajs  moft  popular  at  home,  as  made  themfclvcs 
renowned  by  their  vivSVorious  Arms  abroad,  and  that  fuch  r.s 
juirfucd  a  contrary  Conduft,  were  very  fcidom  frep  from  do- 
mcfticTc  Infurrcftions,  or  foreign  Invafions, 

The  only  ObjeSions  that  can  be  raifcd  ta  this  Pofition, 
muft  be  taken  from  the  Conduft  of  -ter/j?  VII.  who  was  in- 
deed a  very  wife  Prince,  and  yet  is  reported  to  have  meddled 
lefs  with  foreign  Affairs  than  moft  of  his  Predcceflbrs.  Yet 
upon  a  more  ftri£t  Examination  it  will  be  found,  that  his 
Happinefs  refultcd  chiefly,  not  from  the  confining  his  Cares 
entirely  to  his  own  Dominions,  but  from  his  prudent  Ma- 
nagement of  tlut  Share  he  diought  proper  to  take  in  the 
Tranfadlions  of  the  Continent.  It  has  been  thoue;ht,  tliat  as 
a  true  Politician  he  fhould  have  prevented  the  Prench  King 
from  annexing  the  Dutchy  of  Bretagne  to  his  Crown,  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  tiiis  was  at  all  in  his  Power.  He 
made  Ufe,  however,  of  the  Jciiloufy  which  the  Nation  con- 
ceived upon  this  great  Acccfiion  to  the  Irtnch  Power,  aJ^J 
aftually  engaged  in  a  War  ag;iinfl  Frar.Cy  for  the  Profecu- 
tion  of  whith  he  had  vaft  Supplies  graritcd  him  by  Parlia- 
ment.  Yet  he  did  nf>r  attr  all  this  carrv  on  ti:at  War  in  the 
Manner  that  was  expected,  but  contented  himfelf  with  mJk- 
.  ing,  from  the  Terror  of  his  Arm^,  a  Peaoe  upon  very  ad- 
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vantagcous  Terms,  that  laft«d  during  his  Life,  by  wJiitli  he 
fccurcd  to  himfclf  an  annual  Tribute  from  two  French  Mo- 
narchs  fucccffivcly,  and  which  left  them  at  full  Liberty  to 
purfue  their  Dcfigns  in  Italy'^  that  exhauilod  ihcir  Trcafurts, 
and  weakened  their  Forces  as  much  as  a  War  with  England 
would  have  done,  and  proved  confequently  more  to  his  Ad-r 
vantage.  He  took  Care  likewifc  duiing  that  l^cace  this Mca- 
fnrc  procured,  to  enter  into  a  ftrift  Alliance  with  the  Houfe 
of  Aujiriay  which  was  a  very  right  Connection  at  that  Time, 
cemented  that  Alliance  by  a  Marriage,  and  married  his  owa 
Daughter  to  the  King  of  Sccts^  which,  as  he  I'orcfaw,  united 
in  Procefs  of  Time  the  whole  Ifliind  into  one  Kingdom.  The 
true  Inference  therefore  from  his  Conduct  is  tlus,  that  tlie 
intermeddling  more  or  lefs  with  the  Affairs  of  tiie  Continent, 
is  right  or  wrong,  according  to  the  Judgment  the  Prince  who 
intermeddles  forms  of  the  Situation  and  Circumflances  of 
l^hings. 

The  Figure  that  Great  Britaiu  makes  at  prcfcnt  in  Europe^ 
arifes  from  her  being  in  a  Situation  very  different  from  that 
fhe  held  in  7'imcs  paft,  but  >Ve  owe  our  prefcnt  Greatnefs  to 
Maxims  very  different  from  that  of  neglctling  every  thing 
that  pafles  without  the  Bounds  of  our  own  ifland.  The 
wife  Queen  El'iTUibeth^  who  laid  the  Foundation  of  that 
Wealth  and  Power  which  we  now  poffefs,  adtcd  upou  quite 
different  Principles,  and  was  fo  far  from  paying  no  Attention 
to  foreign  Affairs,  that  it  plainly  appears  they  were  never  fo 
well  underftood  or  managed  as  in  her  Time,  She  it  was  that 
prevented  Philip  IL  from  accompliftiing  his  Scheme  of  uni- 
verfal  Empire,  not  barely  by  providing  for  tlic  Security  of 
her  Dominions  at  home,  but  by  employir.i;  both  Money  anj 
Men  to  occupy  him  with  perpetual  DivcHions  abroad.  She 
prevented  France  from  becoming  a  Province  to  Spiun^  which 
mufl  have  been  fatal  to  the  Liberties  of  Europe  \  '^M<!i  fhc  af- 
forded that  Aiiift;mce  to  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces^ 
that  enabled  them  to  become  an  independent  Rcpublick,  which 
has  in  fucceeding  limes  contributed  fo  much  to  prcfcrvc  the  In- 
dependence of  the  European  Powers  againll  the  ambitious  Vicwa 
of  the  Houfc  o^  Bourbon. 

It  is  true  that  (he  likewifc  promoted  the  Navigation  and 
Commerce  of  her  SubjeSs,  opened  a  Paflagc  for  them  into 
both  the  IndieSy  and  excited  that  Spirit  which  atterwards  inr 
duced  us  to  make  Settlements  in  the  mofl  difbmt  Parts  of  the 
Globe  ;  and  by  a  wife  and  happy  Conjunflion  of  our  Labours 
both  there  ai4  sx  home,  at.  once;  extended  our  Wpalth  and 
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PovBBcr,  without  the  leaft  Diminution  of  our  People,  contrarv  to 
the  Effcdis  of  Plantation?  m^Jo  from  other  Countries,  v/fiich 
have  fufFcrcd  at  home,  by  aggramlizing  themfelves  abroad  j 
whereas  our  Power  at  home  is  conAantTy  augmented*  in  Pro- 
portion to  tlic  Advantajejj  derived  from  our  Settlements  abroad ; 
and  to  this  Circulation  of  our  Commerce  it  is  in  reality  owc- 
ing,  that  oyr  Strength  is  fo  much  greater,  our  Lands  fo  much 
n  ore  valuable,  and  our  intrinfic  vVValth  fo  much  incrcafcd, 
ap  it  is  fmcc  that  Time ;  and  thif?,  in  fpite  of  long  Wars,  and 
fthcr  intervening  Accidents,  not  at  all  favourable  to  oar  In- 
tcrcih.. 

Thi'j  may  look  like  a  Paradok  to  rcme^  and  there  may  be 
others  who  perhaps  will  regard  it  as  a  Thing  taken  upon  1  rulK 
But  in  reality  the  Fa£t$  are  abtblutely  ccrtnii^,  and  it  is  to  die 
•wonderful  Growth  of  our  Plantations  that  we  owe  the  Strength 
end  Populoufnefs  of  this  Ifland, which  could  never  othcrwife  have 
attained  its  prcfent  CondiHon.  A  very  little  Attention  will 
make  this  plain.  The  Commodities  and  Manufadhires  of  any 
Country  hnve  a  certain  Limit,  be)'ond  which  it  is  impoffiblc 
they  fliouM  extend  without  an  Alteration  of  Ciraimftances,  that 
u  to  (av,  V.  hen  they  arc  carried  fo  high,  as  that  no  new  Markets 
:ire  to  He  found,  clomcftick  Induflry  can  prooced  no  farther. 
Nov/  it  is  owing  to  our  Colonics,  tnat  hitherto  we  have  not 
bee ii  very  fcntible  of  this  Truth ;  for  the  People  cftabliOiod 
there,  from  a  Variety  ofCaufcs,  into  which  I  have  not  Room 
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to  enter  at  prcfent.  take  off  much  greater  Quantities  of  our 
Commodities  and  Manufadturee,  than  if  they  had  remained  at 
hrme.  So  that  one  of  our  Countrymen  eflaUiihed  in  America^ 
imi's  full  Employment  for  fcvei-al  Hands  here  j  and  ns  fiill  Era- 
ploymen?  will  always  draw  People,  it  pkinly  follows  from 
thence,  that  our  Settlejnents  abroad  muft  incrcafe  the  Number 
cf  P'Jople  r.t  home.  As  this  Method  of  arguing  (hews  the 
RcafoJi  of  the  Thing*  fo  the  Truth  of  it  ms^y  be  likcwlfe  dc- 
tnonftratcd  from  Experience*  It  is  certain,  that  tiic  Nunibor 
of  People  in  the  City  of  Lwdm  is  aboMt  five  times  as  great  a* 
at  the  Death  of  Qiieen  F.iizabcth  ;  and  tho'  it  canqot  be  fup- 
pofed,  thac  the  Number  of  People  in  this  Ifland  harfi  increafirf 
m  the  fame  Proportion,  yet  it  is  certain  that  thcv  have  very 
much  increafedj  ac  is  apparent  from  the  Growth  of  other  great 
Cities,  the  fwelling  of  fmall  ViiJages  into  large  1  owns,  and  the 
raifmg  on  our  Cpafts  ofmany  new  Sea  Ports.  It  may  indeed 
be  objefted,  that  if  People  remove  out  of  the  Country  into 
great  Towns,  this  augments  the  Number  of  their  InbabitaritS| 
put  not  tliat  of  the  Nation^  but  then  the  Y^St  nnuft  be  nroved, 
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which  is- a  Thing  ifnpoilible,  for  (bch  as-dw4:]Kiii  §rqf»t  Towr* 
confumca  larger  Quaiuity  of  Provifions^^and  al  1. other  Ncccf 
jarics,  than  fuch  as  live  fcattercd  tip  and  <lown  the  Ccui\ti:p 
tliey  muft  CQufequently  hefupplicd  with  thefc^aiid  tizcicforc  the 
Growth  of  Towns  mult  incrcaie  the  Number  of  People  in  the 
Country  about  them.  Ilius  the  further  v,\c  trace  this  Matter, 
the  clearer  and  tiic  more  certain  it  appears,  and  therefore  what 
.is  deduced  frcm  it  cannot  bo  rationally  called  in  queftion. 

Wc  may  from  hence  liicewifc  dilcern  how  the  otiwr  Parts 
of  the  JSr/>/)!i^  Dominions  have  alfo  incrcaf^^d  in  the  Number 
of  their  Inhabitants,  as  well  as  England^  and  have  reaped  a 
proportionable  fiendit  from  fo  happy  a  Change  in  tlicir  Cir- 
cumftances,  which  as  it  demonitrates  how  mu&:h  tlicy  owe  to 
that  excellent  CpnAitution  under  which  they  live,  fo  it  is  like- 
wife  an  evident  Proof  that  it  is  the  Intcrcft,  and  ought  to  be 
thf  Care  of  fuch  as  arc  intrufted  with  the  Adminiltration  of 
the  Government,  to  fee  that  every  Part  of  the  Briujb  Empire  en- 
jo}'$  to  the  full  the  Advantages  derived  from  tlie  Laws,  an4 
that  glorious  Freedom  which  is  the  Rcfult  of  ilieii  being  main- 
tained in  full  Vigour.  The  Subjects  as  wcU  as  tlie  Soil  arc  ever 
to  be  taken  into  our  Notion  of  the  Britljh  Empire,  and  as  Obe- 
dience is  expefied  from  fuch  as  are  ever  fo  remote,  as  well  as 
thofe  who  are  near  the  Center  of  Government,  fo  they  arc  en* 
tutled  to  the  fame  Protection  and  Encouragement,  which  while 
they  receive,  there  is  no  doubt  that  our  Affairs  will  continue 
in  a  flourifliing  Condition^  and  the  Fears  which  many  have 
entertained,  thatfomeof  our  diftant  Colonics  may  fome  time 
or  other  throw  off  their  Obedience  to  their  Mother  Country, 
will  be  but  Dreams  and  Vapours ;  for  in  the  Bcxly  politick,  as 
in  the  natural  Body,  while  the  vital  Parts  arc  (Irong  and  found, 
the  Circulation  will  be  e\'ery  where  briflc  and  lively,  and  the 
EAcdb  of  it  perfectly  felt,  to  its  very  Extremities.    i\\  Theory 
this  looks  very  fair  and  probable,  but  it  is:  our  peculiar  Feli- 
city* that  through  the  Piety,  Virtue,  and  Wi£ioih  of  our  An- 
cellor^,  we  know  that  this  may  be,  and  is  reduced  to  Pi-a<9ice, 
Wc  need  only  look  into  the  State  of  our  Affairs  at  prcfent, 
compare  them  with  what  tlicy  were  in  times  {)at^,  and  refleift 
on  the  Manner  in  which  thcfe  Alterations  iiavc  happened,  Co 
be  convinced  this  is  all  Reality^  and  not  Vifion. 

It  is  the  maintaining  the  Britijb  Empire  in  this  Jiituation, 
and  therel)y  providing  for  the  Happinefs  of'  this  Nation,  that 
as  I  (aid  oug^t  to  be  the  fole  point  of  View  to  our  Statesmen 
and  Patriots,  as  of  old  amcmg  the  Greeks  and  Ji^martf.  Our 
i^oqftitvtioo  iikelfae^s  U  of  a^nittNaturei  but  OM.  foay  wi^» 
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©lit  Partiality  or  Vanity  afiirm,  that  it  is  more  happily  coitn 
pounded,  (':>  that  ^t.ljoity  and  Lihcrty  trcfpafs  not  at-  all  upon 
each  ether,  the  Prerogative  of  the  Prince  being  without  rellraint, 
where  it  inp.y  be  exerted  for  his  Subjcci's  Good,  and  the  Pjra- 
mour»t  Prerogative,  being  this,  that  the  Crown  can  do  no  hurt 
at  all.  Ii  IS  inoft  evident  therefore,  that  at  tliis  Day  our  Prin- 
ces can  have  no  Temptation  to  enterprise  Wars  of  Conqueft 
as  in  former  Times ;  fii  that  a  iruc  iSpirit  of  Patriot! fjn  car 
tievtT  bo  flicv.'n,  in  op;x>fuig  Proje*3s  dut  will  never  be  fa  on 


■  Ik 

or  they  ui.  T*hij  is  the  true  fundamental  Principle  of  our  Po- 
licy j  that  in  Refpe^l  to  the  AtFairs  of  the  Continent,  we  arc 
not  to  be  governed  by  .ar#y  of  thofc  temporary  or  acciden- 
tal Coir-enicncics,  which  very  often,  ?nd  tliat  judly  too,  pafi 
for  Renfons  of  State  in  other  Kingdoms  j  but  by  this  fuigle 
Rule,  of  their  ailing  in  Coufoniiify  to  our  national  Interclts, 
fo  far  as  is  confiflcnt  with  thcii  own. 

There  is  a  DiftiinTiion  (>ften  made,  chiefly  by  Foreigners, 
between  tlie  Inlcieft  and  the  Commerce  of  Grrat  Briiaiu;  but 
in  iei?Ilty  this  is  a  Diftindion   without  a  Difference;  for  the 
Intcrcll  jnJ  tlic  Commerce  of  the  Uritijh  Empire  are  fo  inie- 
parably  united,  that  they  may  be  very  well  confidercd  as  one 
anil  the  fame.     For  Commerce  is  that  tie,  by  whidi  the  fevcral, 
and  Ck'cn  the  mod  di  Aant  Part^  of  this  Empire,  are  comiccted 
and  kept  together,  fo  as  to  be  rendred  Parts  of  the  fame  whole, 
and  to  receive  not  only  Countenance  and  Protection, butWarmth 
and  Nouriflimcnt  from  tb.e  vital  Parts  of  our  Government 
of  whid"j,  if  I   nuy    be  indulged  fo  figurative  an  LxpreCion, 
our  Monarchy  is  the  Head,  and  our  Liberty  the  Soul.     What- 
ever therefore  aflifts,  promotes,  unrf  cxterids  oui*  Commerce, 
is  cor.fiftcnt  with  our  lotereft,    and  whatever  weakens,  im- 
pairs,   or  circumfcribcs    it,   is  repugnant    tliereto.    We  may 
cafily,  confidering  Things  in  this  iiglit,  {and   if  we  confidcr 
them  in  any  other,   we  fliall  deceive  ourfelves)  derive  from- 
thence  a  true  Notion  of  thelntercft  of  Gircat  Britaitj^  with  re 
fjiedt    to  the  other  Powers  of  Europe ;  and  be  able  to  judg 
when  that  Intercft  is  really  purfued,  and   whcti  it  is  either 
nejjleclcd  or*  abandoned. 

The  firft  Point  ili.^ated  by  ou;  Intcreil,  is  the  main- 
taining cthe^-s  In  ihcir  Rights,  or  to  make  ufe  of  a  more 
Jrnown  Term,  to  Aipport  the  Independency  of  the  Powers 
of  Ewnpe  -,  becau(c  the  engroiline,  fubje^ng,  or  fubdu- 
hg  leveral  Countries  un(}|j:  one  Potentate,  naturally   said 
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even  neccflarily  contributes  to  Icflcn  the  Number  of  Inhabi- 
tants, to  cxtinguilh  Induftiy  amongft  them,  and  confcquently 
to  enfeeble  and  impovcrifh  them,  which  muft  be  detrimcntd 
to  us,  if  we  correfpond  or  trade  with  them.  Another  Point 
is,  the  (iipulating  with  foreign  Nations  proper  Terms  of  Se- 
curity, Indulgence,  and  RcfpcS  for  our  Subjedb,  and  for  the 
Eflfet^ts  which  from  time  to  time  they  fliall  carry  into  thofc 
Countries,  in  return  for  which  we  muft  covenant  on  our 
Parts,  to  do  and  perform  what  ihall  be  thought  reafciublc. 
When  thcfc  kind  of  Alliances  are  made  with  due  Delibera- 
tion, they  become  facred  Tics  with  refpcft  to  us,  and  we  arc 
bound  to  fulfil  them  punftually,  fo  that  whatever  difFercnt 
Form  Appearances  may  wear,  the  true  Intereft  of  Grtat  Bri^ 
tain  is  always  to  comply  cxaftly  with  her  Treaties. 

A  third  Rule  is,  to  rcfent   Wrongs  done  us,  vigoroufly 
and  without  delay,  more  cfpecially  where  it  is  in  our  Power 
to  do  it,  by  employing  our  maritime  Force,    fmce  in   this 
Cafe  it    anfwcrs    a  double  End;    iirft,  it  redreflbs  the  Mif- 
chicf,  whatever  it  is,  for  the  prefent;  and  next,  it  raifes  our 
Reputation  for  the  future.     Wc  ought  likcwife  to  be  ready 
to  affift  any  Nation  that  is  unjuftly  attacked,  or  in  any  Dan- 
gee  of  being  opprefled,  that  it  may  be  feen  we  arc  true  Lo- 
vers of  Freedom,  and  arc  as  unwilling  to  behold  the  Necks  of 
others  put  under  a  Yoke,  as  to  fubmit  our  own.    Thefe  Rules 
conftantly  attended  to,  are  fuificicnt  to  keep  ixs  upon  good 
Terms  with  all  tlie  World,  and  to  make  it  the  Intereft  of 
every  Potentate  and  State  in  Europe^  to  court  as  well  as  to 
refpe£t  our  Friendfhip ;  which  ought  to  be  freely  beftowcd^ 
and  not    either  purchafed  or  proftituted.      It   may    fome- 
times  happen,  that  a  Arid  Compliance  with  thefe  Rules  wOl 
interfere  with  fome  Branch  or  other  of  our  Commerce  ;  nei- 
ther in  fuch  a  Cafe  muft  that  be  regarded,  for  it  is  not  this 
or  that  particular  Branch  of  Commerce,  which  coincides  with 
the  general  Intereft  of  this  Nation,  but  the  whole  Circle  of 
our  Commerce  ;  and  therefore  thcLe  is  nothing  abfurd  or  con* 
tradi£h)ry  in  affirming,  that  the   Whole  muft  take  place  of 
a  Part,  any  more  than  it  is  ridiculous  to  affirm,  that  what- 
ever refpe6b  the  Intereft  of  a  Nation,    becomes  worthy  the 
Concern  of  a  Monarch,  let  its  Nature  be  what  ij  will.    And 
therefore  they  are  in  an  Error,  who  think  the  Royal  Charac- 
ter any  way  leilened,  by  being  obliged  to  attend  to  Trade,  a 
Thing  already  acknowledged  in  many  Parts  of  Ettrepey  and 
which  by  Dej^ecs  will  be  found  true  in  all  ^  to  which  Idt  me 
add  another  I'ruth,  that  Trade  is  a  mean  and  inconfidenhk 
r^'hing,  ki  thofc  Countries  only  whq;e  this  Eitor  ftiU  prevails. 
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It  vppears  in  feme  vfiesSvtrc  from  our  Hi&oryj  ^  9Jid  iiiuch  mon 
from  pur  Records,  that  wc  have  iilways  interdSed  ourfijvcft  venr 
much  in  the  Affairs  of  the  N^rth.     Our  oM  Treaties  wici 
SwtJin^  Dinmark^  and  Poland^  fpeakthis  plaiialyy  and  pur  Al- 
liances wi^  litfffia  arc  elder  than  tboie  of  mow  x)ther  Powifs. 
tVie  iovc,  as  Occafion  icquined,  aAed  either  as  Mediators  or 
^Allies,  in  favour  of  all  theib  PowciB.    ^Thc  Svfedcs  in  particu- 
lar have  been  frequently  indebted  to  us  for  Affiftancci  and  in 
ntbe^laft-.  Century,  tfacy  detached  thendclvcs  in  a  great  mcafure 
-finom  the  InterdOks  of  Prauu^  for  the  fake  ot  our  Frieiidfhip, 
which  was  a  Mcafure  very  beneiicid  to  all  Eurspc,     Ac  prcfcnt 
ve  are   dofidy  connc£iad  with  Km^o^  and  with  very  good 
&ea£>n  \  neither  can  our  Alliance  ever  be  flighted  by  the  Nor- 
.^em  f^otentatcs,  while  the  Bakick  remaii^  open  to  our  Fleefs, 
that  is,  while  we  remain  a  fnaritin^  Ppwcr.     Tliis-Confidcra- 
tion,  joined  to  thofe  important  Points  beforementionod,  will 
^w^^  hinder  nk  bom  entering  into  ioiproper  or  iacori£ftent 
TicatiQB,  cannot  (ail  of  kcepiyig  up  our  |LQ|)uts|tion  in  this  patt 
of  the  World,  and  confcquentjy  prcferving  that  Refpefl  to  Aafe 
J'rivilcges,  and  that  Attentix)n   to  our  ^cpiaods,    wtuch  the 
Situation  cither  of  our  Affairs  or  of  theirs  may  require.    Fpr  pis 
W€  can  never  have  any  Intereft  fi^crior  to^  or  inconfiftont  with 
the  Care  of  the  fiallance  in  the  liorth^  (o  that  muft  alio  re- 
main the  great  Objc£i  of  all  the  Potpiitatcs  dierc,  ^  i»  not 
jikeiy  therefore  to  fuiier  any  veat  Altexati^a  within  die  Cora- 
mfs  of  that  Period,  to  whiqi  human  F^refightf  pr  ikuipan 
rdicy  can  extend. 

As  to  the  Affairs  of  the  drmmi  Empire  in  gqiepal,  aqd  pf 
tlie  ievefal  Princes  in  particular,  we  have  always  mainulned  a 
fair  Coireipondence  with  them,  and  manifiefted  when  it  w(&s 
peceffary,  ^  juft  Concern  fpr  their  Liberties ;  the  isu^c  Cboduift 
will  be  ever  incumbent  unon  us^  fo  Jong  as  wc  prefbr\'e  a 
Re^&  for  the  Proteftant  JbCeligion,  and  ior  that  great  Princi- 
ple of  Independence,  which  has  been  no  where  cultivated  h 
inuch  a&in  Gemwvyy  and  where  it  ftill  continues  v^  a^ke  a 
poniiderable  Figure.  It  has  be^  though  a^fp^  th^  Jotcreft  pf 
this  N;^tion^  to  fhcw  an  extraordinary  Zeal  in  ^'pur  of  die 
Houfe  of  j&ujlriaf  notwithftanding  the  fiiCi^ipid^  of  that  ft^-r 
ilure  hath  been  at  different  times  controverted,  if  1  miftake 
|iot,  by  l}oth  Parties.  Jt  is  indeed  truey  that  i^  ncfiffcncc  ta  our 
Commerce,  we  have  le&  Connc£Hon  with  the  Hoiii&pfi/KyA-fW, 
than  with  many,  I  may  lay  with  mofl  of  the  g^scat  Powers  in 
)^uropi'^  as  alio,  that  we  have  fgf^Kiitsd  her  in- tunes  pi^ 
frt  a  very  large  £xpcnce.-to  p^f^vos^  .  wfdlMt  .«flgr  vi<ilde 
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Vitw  of  reaping  any  immediate  Advantage,  from  tKe  ^c£b 
of  thofc  Subfidies,  which  were  fo  liberally  granted.  To  thts 
ft  has  been  added,  tliat  by  this  wonderful  Attachment,  wc 
have  greatly  promoted  tlie  rower  and  Influence  of  that  Hoiife 
over  the  Gtrmiimck  Body,  which  how  ufeful  focvcr  it  might 
be  to  the  Sovereigns  of  that  illuftrious  P'amily,  might  turn 
in  fome  mcafurc  to  our  Prejudice,  as  it  could  not  fail  of  giv- 
ing Offence  to  many  of  the  Princes  in  Germaw^^  who  far 
that  very  Reafon  had  rccourfe  to  another  Powcr,^  at  a  Time 
when  if  we  had  dealt  more  equally,  they  would  have  reUod 
felely  upon  us. 

But  notwithftanding  all  this',  if  we  confidcr  that  the  Houfe 
of  Aujiria  is  on  one  Side  the  great  BiUwark  of  Chriftcn- 
dom  againft  the  Tivri^,  and  on  the  other,  the  natiiftiT  Ballaiicc 
3gainft  France^  and  alfo  a  near  Neighbour  to  us  in  Part  of 
her  Dominions,  it  is  no  Wonder  at  all,  but  ratheir  an  Honour 
to  us,  that  wc  have  fo  clofcly  adhered  to  our  Engagements. 
In  fupporting  that  auguft  Family  in  three  feveral  Wars,  we 
juftified  our  Fidelity  to  our  Treaties,  which  in  itfdf  is  91 
Point  ever  of  the  higheft  Confequence,  as  it  is  a  Kiiidof  n^ 
tional  Honour,  which  once  loft  can  hardly  ever  be  regained. 
As  to  the  Judgments  of  Parties,  they  are  not  ahviays  to  bb 
relied  upon,  but  if  they  were,  it  would  be  no  difficult  TUiw 
to  (hew,  that  all  P^es  have  in  their  Turns  approved  this 
Meafure^  which  when  prud^tly '  purfued,  is  certainly  ri^t  % 
^  tho'  immediate  Advantages  may  not  fpring  ir^m  it,  ynt 
if  there  be  no  other  Way  than  this  of  fupporting  the  g^imdi 
Balance  of  Power,  and  maintaining  that  Lid^endence  whidi 
16  the  primaiy.  Point  in  our  fbrdgn  SyAem,  we  afied  weB 
^caA  wiiely  in  fuAaining  it ;  neither  could  any  Ofl[ence  be 
juftly  taken  at  this  by  any  of  the  Germnn  States,  finoe  if  they 
had  confulcred  it  ia  a  true  Light,  it  was  as  much  their  Inte^ 
reft  as  ours ;  and  many  Inftanceia  might  be  produced  to  provo^ 
that  thc^  have  injuned  and  weakened  themfelves  by  a  con- 
f  rary  ConduA.  If  indeed  our  F^iality  to  the-  Houfe  of  Ju^ 
Jiria  had  ever  carried  us  into  the  Breach  of  Treaties  with 
other  Power5,or  put  us  upon  fupporting  the  ambitious  Schernes  of 
that  Houfe,  or  any  other  Houle,  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Ncig^*- 
l»ours,  the  Charge  would  be  juft*  ^d  the  Adipiniftration 
i:ulpable  that  had  led  us  into  thpfc  Meafurcs. 

An  inveterate  Hatred,  or  a  (M^petual  Oppofition  to  Frsmu^ 
i9  a  Maxim  ^t  never  wa3  hid  down  by  any  wife  Efq^A 
Minifter,  and  ou^t  never  tp  be  norived  or  countenanced,  at 
^een  ERz^Mlfz  Time  we  nflfl^  the  prefent  reigping  Fa^ 
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-nilfjprjd  Medals  were  ftruck  widi  the  Arms  of  Enffiand^  France^ 
and  hoHofid^  as  Powers  whofe  Intercfts  were  thoroughly  united^ 
and  to  at  that  Time  they  were ;  and  our  R^rd  for  the  French 
as  well  founded  then,  as  that  which  wc  teftify  for  the  Henife 
of  Aufina  is  now.     But  precifely  at  that  Iundhu"e,  when  our 
Conduct  ought  to  have  changed,  we  miftook  our  Mcafures. 
•  and  Cromwell^  by  cmhracing  the  Interefts  of  that  Crown,  faci- 
litated  the  Execution   of  bchemes  that   have  been  fuice  fo 
detrimental  to  Europe  in  general,  and  this  Nation  in  parti- 
cular^   ThcMiftake  was  quickly  difcerned,  but  not  fo  foon 
red^ified  ;  on  the  contrary,  two  of  our  Princes  perfiftcd  in  that 
Miftake,*  as  well  againft  the  Intereft,  as  againft  the  Voice  of 
the  Nation.     When  wc  recovered  from  our  Error,  wc  found 
it  very  difficult  to  retrieve  what  had  been  loft  by  diis  ill  Con- 
duft  5  we  managed  a  long  and  very  expenfive  War  with  little 
-apparent  Succefs,  but  this  War  however  weakened,  and  wore 
out  the  Strength  of  France   fo  much,  as  to  make  Way  for 
the  glorious  Vidlories  that  were  obtained  in  that  \(diich  auick ) 
ly  lucceeded  it,    which  is  fufficient  to  confble  us  for  Lofies 
and  Expences  in  a  juftCaufe.    It  is  that  Caufc  that  ^^  fup- 
port,  and  not  an  innate,  hereditary,  and  groundleis  Av^eriion  to 
the  French  Nation  ;  for  vrhcnever  their  Statcfmcn  (hall  aban- 
don that  Plan  which  is  dangerous  and  deftni£livc  in  its  Nature 
to  thcmftlvcs  as  well  as  others,  they  wiU  infallibly  di(arm  us 
and  extinguifh  that  Animoftty  which  their  boundlcfe  Ambi- 
tion, and  not  our  Obftinacy,   or  Perverfenefe,    has  excited. 
There  have  been,  within  the  Memory  of  the  prefent  Genera- 
tion, certain  Scafons,  in  which  the  French  Miniiters  cither  real- 
ly or  fecmingly  laid  by  thofc  Schemes,  and  affeAed  to  ad  up- 
on other  Principles,  tliat  very  foon  produced  an  Alteration 
in  the  Condudl  of  other  Powers  towards  them,  which  fiJIy 
juftifies  this  Obfer\'ation  j  and  therefore  their  Politicians  have 
no  juft  Grounds  for  imputing  to  the  Fierccnefs  of  our  Man* 
Tiers,  that  Alacrity  wc  have  fliewn  in  entering  into  all  Allian- 
ces againft   them,    but  ought  rather  to    a(cribe    it  to    that 
Rectitude  of  Judgment  which  is  natural  to  a  free  People,  and 
which  will  always  appear  aniongft  us  as  long  as  we  continue 
free. 

The  Ballance  in  Itaify  is  thought  to  concern  us  more  remote- 
ly, notwithftanding  which,  we  have  hitlierto  flicwn  a  juft  and 
laudable  Regard  to  that  likewife  j  and  indeed  Diftancc  iii  this 
RefpeA  is  of  little  Confcquence,  more  efpecially  to  a  mari- 
time Power.  Our  Commerce  in  the  Mediterraneanj  and  in 
<hf  Lfwnf,  is  of  \^  tii^h  Impojtaacc^  and  wc  cannot  b^c 
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bt  fcnfible,  that  wliatevcr  Alterations  have  been  hk  in  the  Ita" 
itan  Bal]ancc>  have  likcwiic  afM<itcd  thofc  Branches  cf  our 
Commerce  in  a  very  fcniiblc  Degree  \  fo  that  whatevtx  Step* 
wc  have  taken,  either  during  the  Continuance  of  Fcace  by  Ne- 
gotiations, or  in  Time  of  War,  by  fupportrng  the  only  Prince 
in  Italy  who  declared  for  the  conimon  Caufe,  and  was  true  to 
his  ovwn  intereils,  which  were  likcwifc  ours,  were  right  and 
juft  Mcafurcs,  and  have  no  doubt  left  tliofc  Lnpreifions  which 
will  never  be  cft'aced  by  any  Arts  or  Intrigues,  whatever  may  be 
given  out  to  fervc  tiicir  own  Purpofes  by  i'uch  as  wiih  they 
may. 

'ihc  recent  Injuries  our  Merchants  have  fuftained,  ahd 
tile  great  Infult  oirered  to  the  Nation  by  the  Corlairs  of  Bar^' 
l<ir)\  will  not  allow  us  to  doubt,  that  it  is  our  true  Intereft 
to  kee[)  the  Italuin  States  finnly  united  to  us,  that  when  Oc-* 
cafion  requires  they  nuy  afk'ord  us  ail  the  Conveniencies  ixi 
their  Power  towards  chaltiiin^  thcii:  Infidels,  as  our  uling  vi*- 
gorous  Mcafurcs  in  fuch  Calcsy  and  fending  a  powcri'ul  Fleet 
into  tlic  Aledittraneanj  will  conuibute  not  a  little  to  make  us 
refpccled  by  the  Italian  Potentates,  as  well  as  to  obtain  Juftice 
from  tliofe  pyratical  Governnicnts,  which  is  a  thing  fcarce 
to  be  expccb^  from  milder  Meafurc^. 

Our  Affairs  with  the  Crown  of  Spain  have  been  long  in  a 
perplexed  Situation,  notwitliftanding  that  it  is  generally  thought 
the  Spanijh  Miniiters  have  fuch  true  Notions  of  their  owa 
Intcreli,  as  to  be  |H;rfuaded  that  nothing  concerns  them  more» 
than  to  live  upon  good  Terms  with  Great  Britain.     Without 
a!iy  QuefUpn  it  is  our  Interdl  likewife  to  live  in  a  perfed 
Corrcfpondence  witli  that  Court,  and  tlierefore  no  Pains  ought  to 
be  fpred  that  are  requifite  to  remove  all  Jealouftes  and  Diicon- 
tents  on  both  Sides.    It  was  hoped,  that  this  would  have  been 
eifedlually  done  by  the  Definitive  Trciity  of  Aix  la  ChapilU ;  but 
it  feems  that  the  Neccflity  of  reftoring  the  TraoquiUity  of  £*«- 
ropey  made  it  requifite  to  conclude  that  Treaty  without  adjufting 
the  Differences  between  the  Britijh  and  Spani/h  Courts,  which 
were  left  to  a  particular  Negotiation,  which  ^s  ftill  depending. 
It  is  from  this  Negotiation  tlut  we  are  yet  to  expedl  an  abfo- 
lute  Conclufion  of  this  important  Bufineis,  which,  as  it  has 
proceeded  flowly,  we  have  good  Groujid  to  apprehend  will, 
whenever  it  is  brought  to  a  Determination,  will  fettle  the  Terms 
of  Correfpondcnce  to  the  mutual  Satisfaction  of  both  Nations. 
Delays  are  very  difagreeable  in  all  Points  of  national  Concern, 
but  more  efpecially  fo  in  Points  of  great  Cgnfequence,  fuch  as 
.  this  undoubtedly  is,  both  to  us  and  t9  them.    Yet  afttr  all, 

if 


If  hy-  btiriog  ^dv^tbofelMfty;^  Thhgs  can  he  eiitiwfjr  adfud- 
cd^  fc^  ^&s  to^teftvt  nd  GrotuKh  for  futitfe  DHputa ;  inftead  of 
patchiki^^t^}^  •enedient  Agreements  to  fctve  *  ph^fentTiirn^ 
which  •  ncv^r  afllord  Cohlent  t^  either  Part]^,  »id  arc  feldom 
l^'-obftf^^  w«  Aiaft  have  good  Csnife  to  exctifb  thofe  De* 
Iays»  skivi  ^-bo  writ  pleaM  %i^th  the  fiml  Mbe  of  thcjn.  In 
Ac  tnean  tinitrv^^^  have  the  Comfort  of  knowing  -  that  at  length 
the  Sfftam  o(  Expt^e^ts  i^  e^e^kbded ;  for  if  matt  M  been 
riielttift'IiiMfitloiF  of  rettirtiiftg  to  riiat  Sort  of  Praef^iee,  we 
mi^  taiin^  had  a  Conventt^r^  )6m  n^.  h '  was  eertaifdy 
better  td  trdlt  with  Cleamefs  and  Digriity)  to'  explain  and  go 
to  th^-SMoiti:  of  Grie^Nmeei'on  boA^Sidvs,  tkdt  bodi  old  and 
btik  WoiMdB'  might  be  thoroughly  healed,  zndiiot  fkianed 
cv^v^^^^thatfec^edifigMimA^s  marhsrrea  fid),  explrcite, 
«iid^;MB»coAce#tid  Tieatf  far  ffkeif  (yitide^  upon  which  the 
Siib}e£lr  of  boCh  CroMm)  tav  nsfy,  wfthout  *sii/  Doubts  as  to 
Ae  Senfii  of  tho  refpe^Kve  Artick9>  or  ahf  Feari  of  their  not 
bem  paiifiKiBlly  executed.      -  ^"^ 

We  have  lived  fo  k>ng^  and  in  fo  fh'iSt  a  Friendfhrp  ti^tth  the 
Crown  oF  PerUtga/j  Aac  I  mafintton  it  here  onl;i^  foi^  fhe  Sake 
of  fliewing,  that  there  ftiU  fiibfifls  an  Inflance  <df  that  kind  of 
Connc£tton  which '  it  is  moft  our  Inteitft  ffo  have  irith  evcty  fo^ 
feign  CourtL  Oir  SubjeAs  frtute  hrgely  with  thofe  of  Pirtu^ 
m4  to  their  imtual  Benefit  and  Advann^ ;  we  haver  aS  die 
rri^legcs'  thei*  that  we  can  rtafonabi^  defire  in  favour  of  our 
Merchwcs^  Ae  iVte^^  2St  e6nfidered  here^  upon  attOtxa- 
floni,  as  ow  &ilhftd  Frien<h  and  Allies.  TMe  have  been 
the  Rate  of  Baba^iriotir  to  botH  Courts  in  Times  of  periiA 
Thuupiiil)MV«id-  vrtWn  hoCKifig  'finther  was  neeeffiny  to  evince 
dieColdiAiilJ^ofEfteem  oh  Soth  Sides.  But  Ivhen  a  Diffe^ 
taicoaroiaftattreen  the  Sp^fiatih  and  the  Purtugueftj  which 
fwdhd  ib-Ugh,  a^  itoM  the^  latter  were  threateded  with  an  Ih- 
vafion,  im  itlado  Ho  Diffiadfy'  of  fentfing  in  due  Time,  and 
without  any  Ihsh^,  fuch  it  Fnet  to  Lishm^  as  ferved  to  pro- 
XaBt  the  SvbjiiaAof  die-King  of  P^rh^al  &om  any  Infiilr.  Ott 
dieccber  widy-iit  ifie  prSfent  ZXtfputes  between  the  Courts 
of  Lofdm-sJid  Madrid^  lii^ P^rHiguefe  IVb^efl^has  interpoied 
ailabi^hitf  good  Offices  iijb  our  favour5  tini  has  contributed 
til  that  was  in  his  Pto^vver  to  accelerate^  as  w6U  ^  adjuft  the 
NwotiBtiod^  between- u»         - 

We  ftem  at  piefent  to  be  unrver&Uy  perfuaded,  th^  it  is  our 
lotaift  e>  live  xtot  only  on  rood  Terms  with  the  Rcpublick 
of  the  JJniud  ProvincHy  but  alfo  in  the  clofoft  and  moft  pcrfoft 
Hamooy,  in  which  it  is  certain  that  we  z&  conforitiable 
Wtb  to  the  lights  of  Reafon  and  Expexience*  Trade  is  in- 
a  deed 
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deed  the  common  Miftrefs  of  the  maritime  Powers^  but  at 
the  fame  time  they  have  many  other  Rivak,  of  whom  thejr 
have  no  grounds  to  be  afraid,  while  a  ftrift  Union  fubfifls  be*  -^ 
tween  them,  and  a  due  Senfe  of  this  ought  to  induce  them  t« 
prefer  the  joint  Intirrett  of  both,  to  the  private  and  particular 
Views  of  cither.  Another  Arong  Reafon  for  their  living  always 
upon  good  Terms,  is  the  famenefs  of  their  foreign  Xntjcxoftf 
that  is  to  fay,  thofe  who  are  Friaids  or  Enemies  to  one,  are 
iikcwife  Friends  and  Enemies  to  the  other ;  which  is  a  Point 
that  ought  to  be  kept  always  in  View,  by  fuch  as  are  entruftcd 
with  the  Adminiftration  of  either  Government.  In  sk  word»  th« 
Conformity  tl)at  there  is  between  the  Religion,  the  Conili* 
tution,  and  the  natural  Inclinations  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
both  Countries,  is  fufficicnt  to  demonfttftte  to  any  intelligent 
and  difintcrejllcd  Perfon«  that  nothing  can  contribute  &>  much 
to  the'u:  joint  Happinefs,  as  fupporting  each  othca:  upon  all 
Occafions,  and  that  nothing  can  bring  about  their  Deflruc* 
tion  fo  foon,  as  fowing  the  Seeds  of  DiiTention  and  DivilioA 
bstwecn  them. 

The  many  Alterations  that  happen  daily  in  the  Worlds 
afford,  and  w^ill  always  aflfbrd  fiiitlcient  Reafons  for  our  exert- 
ing ourfdves,  not  without  Hazard  and  Sixpence,  in  favour  of 
fomc  or  other  of  our  Aliie&i  which  however  muft  be  done^ 
and  done  with  Spirit  and  Cbearfiilxiic&,  i£wc  will  remain  a 
free,  a  great,  and  a  rcfpe&xl  Pepplet  It  is  in  vain  to  hope 
to  maintain  our  Chara&rs  i^  a  S^&Qji,  and  furly^  or  by  a  lazy 
and  inadive  Behaviour;  if  we.i:eafon  ever  faUttk  with  our- 
fdves, we  may  be  fatisfied  of  this  $  if  we  confiilt  Hifiory^ 
Hiftory  will  convince  us  ;  if  vn^  have  recourie  to  Ezperieaoe^ 
Experience  will  read  us  the  fame  Le^ure.  Neither  ought  we  to 
confider  what  we  do  as  any  Burthen  or  Inconvenieocys  fince 
it  arifes  from  the  Rank  and  Figure  we  mkkt  in  the  World,  fiom 
thofe  Connections  which  have  l^ecp.^.  Fruit  of  our  Sig- 
niiicancy,  and  by  which,  that,  is  u{^ld  and  fecured,.  In  jQicMrt^ 
when  we  fuccpur  our  Neighbours^ .  yfC  do  it  from  a  Pxinciplo 
ofjuftice  toouriidves;  we  flovrilh  jn .  Part,  froni  the  Com-* 
merce  that  we  have  with  them  %  ai\d  haying  thus  a  Stake  in 
their  Wdfarc,  it  is  really  cox^fulting^  our  own  Intereft,  when 
we  fulfill  thofe  Engagements  that  were  entered  iiito»  on  ac- 
count of  that  Stake;  and  therefore  inflead  of  repining  that  we 
are  obliged  to  it,  we   ought   to  rejoice    that-  it  is  in  our 

Power,  and  ihew  by  our  Alacrity,  how  much  it  is  in  ouf 
WilL  ^.." 
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•  Thefe  »rc  the  general  Principles  of  Britijh  Policy  dcd'icrf 
feonnhofe  TranCidlions,  which  after  having  been  often  and 
feiioufly  examined  inthewifcll  and  grcatcd  Afllmbhijs,  lava 
nccived  repeated,  sis  well  as  publiclc  Sanations  j  fo  that  if  [pri- 
vate Men  ctr  in  adopting  rhcm,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
eflabtifb  another  Rule  attended  with  dearer  Evidaicc,  and 
fuppoitcd  by  better  Authority. 
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